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COMMENTARY

INDUSTRIAL COOPERATIVES

The Prime Minister’s visit to the North was welcome
in more than one sense, and to us as Cooperators his visit
was timely, in that he carried a special message” to the
Northern Cooperators, and took the opportunity to give
them a cue as to what their future perspective should be.
He referred to the Cooperative Movement as the inevit-
able instrument to usher in an economic democracy and
said that, based on the findings of the Royal Commission
on the Cooperative Movement, his government proposed
to take further steps to strengthen the Movement.

Prior to that, at the annual Cooperative Conference
of the Northern Division Cooperative Federation, Mr. K.
S. Ponnuthurai, S.A.C., vehemently deplored the tendency
in the North to neglect the industrial sector of the econo-
my. That thisis a fact and not mere fantasy is proved
beyond doubt by Mr. Ariva Abeyasinghe, whose article

appears in this issue.

Mr. Ariya Abeyasinghe has pinpointed the underuti~
lisation of resources in the North—capital, manpower,
entrepreneurship and natural resources—the potential
sources of industry, employment, income and foreign ex-

change.

In Ceylon, according to him, there are nearly

3,000 industries, and of these there are enly 62 approved
industries in the Jaffna District, with a land area of ggz

square miles and a population of 613,000.

Mr.

Abeya-

singhe has drawn the attention of cooperators to Mineral-
Based Industrial possibilities, and Agro-Industrial, Fish-
ing and Pearl Culture potentialities in the North.

The Cooperative Movement in Denmark offers a fine
example of what can \'—Q[e done by cooperatives in a pre-

dominantly agricultura

country. Contrary to popular

belief, less than one quarter of the population in Denmark
earns its living from agriculture. Industry and handi-
craft-occupy more—thameonesthirdy—and “irade and trans=

port about one-fifth of the population.

In the

Danish

Cooperative community all cooperative forms of produc-
tion and trade have developed freely and unfettered in

all possible fields.

This development has taken place side

by side with the increase of the standards of living of the
rural as well as the urban population, and that has been
possible for Denmark only through her large foreign trade
based on a high export of farm products and a high im-
port of raw materials for agro-industrial development.

[

The British Cooperative Congress of 1948 in its state-

ment of policy emphasised in unequivocal terms the para-
mount need for cooperatives to enter the field of industry.
It observed : ‘The Movement has hitherto insisted on the
social value of an economy which integrates consumer

need with the development of production.

Unless the

Cooperative Movement is able to enter production, one of

its basic principles is denied expression

“The movement must preserve and maintain the

right of cooperators to develop their own resources under

their own democratic control in the satisfaction of their
needs, and in keeping with cooperative purpose and

practit:e’ %

To the sceptic in the cooperative field the C W.S. of Eng-

land is a striking example, to which the Prime Minister himself

referred in the course of one of his speeches in the North. It
was not until 1871 that the C.W.S. was empowered to under-
take manufacture on behalf of member societies.
essays into production by the C.W.S. were prompted chiefly
by threats from the private sector, by established manufactur-
ers. The centralisation of the surplus fands of the growing
movement in the Loan and Deposit Department of the C.W.S,,
the forerunner of the Banking Department, provided the neces-
sary capital forentry by the C,W.S. into the realm of produciion.
In fact throughout the world the consumer cooperative
societies have not confined themselves to their original func-
tion of purchasing and distributing basic consumer items.
They have gradually extended their operations o umpteen fields
such as fuel and heating, clothing and furniture, fooiwear fac-
tories and restaurants, laundries and pharmaceuticals, fruit or
fish canning and vegetable processing, education and electri-
fication, transport and telephone services, housing and insur-
ance, and even cooperative undertaker’s services, In short the
cooperatives around the world have shown that thereis no
human endeavour beyond the scope of cooperative enterprise.
It is hoped that cooperators, not only in the North bui in
all parts of Ceylon as well, will heed the call to enter the in-
dustrial field in a big way by mobilising the entire resources of
the movement. Any further delay on their part would be tan-
* samount to failing posterity for all times and denying them a
real democracy through cooperation based on Productivity,

Efficiency and Social Justice.

The first
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TO BE OR NOT TO BE?

To be or not to be ? That is the crucial question facing the cooperative
banks in the country, stated Mr. R. Rajaratnam, President, Jaffna Cooperative
Provincial Bank Ltd. during the course of his Presidential Address at the 40th
Annual General Meeting of the Bank, held recently at Veerasingham

Mandapam.

Tracing the ‘history of the
Bank—the first Cooperative
Bank in the island —Mr. Raja-
ratnam said ‘““The best tribute
we can pay to the founding
fathers is to run this Bank effi-
ciently, according tothe ideals
they sct out™.

Mr. Rajaratnam referring to
the evidence given by the
Bank’s representatives before
the Cooperative Commission
said they had stregsed the need
for Cooperative Banks. He
observed that the Commission
had not recommended a com-
pulsory merger of the Coop-
erative Banks which are work-
ing satisfactorily, with the
People’s Bank.

“We must carefully consider
our future”, he said, ““and
think in terms of posteriiy.
It's up to you to decide whe=
ther we should continue as a
Cooperative Bank with a sep-
arate identity or merge with
the People’s Bank’’,

- —
Concerted Drive

Mr. Rajarainam appealed
to the delegates to help build

AN APPEAL

I intend writing the story
of the Youth Congress,
Jaffna. 1 shall be grateful
if your Readers will help
me by sending me any ma-
terial that will be useful for
this purpose. Copies of
Fresidential Addresses, Re=
ception Committee Chair-
man’s Addresses, Newspa-
per cuttifigs, documents of
any other kind sent to me
will be carefully used and
returned to the sender
promptly. Those who took
part in, or have personal
recollections of, the activi-
ties of the Congress, can
also help by writing to me.

Yours truly,
S. Handy-Perinbanayagam,

“Amirtham”,
Manipay,

Bunker Memorial

Lectures

Dr. K. G, Saiyidain, a very
eminent scholar from Norih
India, will deliver two lectures
on the theme ‘““Crisis In Mo-
dern Society” on December
17th and 18th at the Veera-
singham Mandapam. The lec-
tures will begin at 6 p.m. each
day.

These leciures will be the
first to be delivered under the
Bunker Memorial Lecture Se-
ries instituted to commemor=
ate the memory of the late
Rev. Dr. 8. K. Bunker who
was Principal and President of

Ceylon, 20-11-89, b

up the institution, so that it
could stand on its own feet.
He suggpested that a concerted
drive be launched to build up
the Bank’s Savings Deposits.
“There’s no reason’, he said,
“why we can’t attract depo-
sits. Every cooperator must
do what he can to strengthen
the Bank if it is to serve the
development of the commu-
nity”. If we need our Bank,
we must bui]d_up its funds, he

added. He concluded by ap-
pealing to the members to step
up the tepayment of loans
taken under the New Agricul-
tural Credit Scheme.

The following were elected
to fill the vacancies in the
Committee ;: Messrs. M.Kana-
pathipillai, T. Paramananda-
rajah, 8. Ambalavanar, T. K.

"Rajasekeram, T. Ambalam, R.

R. Dharmaratnam, V. Raja-
thurai and S. V. Vallipuram.

‘KEEP UP YOUR GOOD NAME’

For God’s sake keep up
your name. See that you ship
the best-quality chanks. The
test check that will be carried
cut does not absolve you of
sesponsibility,

This was the advice given
by Mr. A. S. Masudul Hag,

 Commercial Secretary to the

High Commissioner for Pakis-
tam; at a conference he had
with representatives of the
Northern Province Fisher-
men’s Cooperative Societics
Union. The conference which
was held at Veerasingham
Mandapam was chaired by
Mr. R.C. 8. Cooke, Vice-
Preeident, N. D, C, F.

Mr. Haq was on a visit to
Jaffna to ingpect the stock of
chanks which the Union has
contracted to supply EBast
Pakistan.

Mr. Hag went on to say
that in business it is quality
that counis. If the Union
could continue to supply high
quality chaaks, it could have
the business for all time.

Poipting cut that we in this
region need the ccoperation
of each other, he said that
right from the start he had
been keen to promote trade

- between Pakistan and Ceylon,

to import more and more
from Ceylon. During the
last 6 months, Pakistan had
imported 4 million Ibs. of tea
from Ceylon, 10 million 1bs.
of rubber and also arecanuts
and conch shells. The im-
portation of conch shells was
the great worry: our experi-
ence in the past when the
trade was in private hands, he
said, has not been encourag-
ing ; there had been a great
gap between the quality pro-
miged and that supplied.
That’s why this time, despite

Jaffna College for over 30
years. The Bunker Memorial
Lectures will be delivered once
a year by some eminent per-
son either from Ceylon or
abroad.

Dr. Saiyidain is a member
of several educational and cul=
tural bodies in India and has
worked with UNESCO in dif-
ferent capacities.

the rumours thas the union
has no stocks and no experi-
ence, they had decided to
place their trust in the Union,
Stating that he was happy
with the stock he had inspect-
ed, he urged the Union not to
betray the trust reposed in it.

Mr, R. C. S. Cooke stated
that the Pakistan High Com-

#misstoner -had done the Union

a tremendous service. All this
time the trade was in the hands
of the private trade and the
chank fishermen suffered.
Now the High Commission
had decided to place its trust
in the Union as more honest,
reliable and trustworthy than
the private trader. i

Mr. G. W, Alexander, Pres
sident of the Union expressed
his gratitude to the Pakistan
High Commission for the trast
it had placed in the Union:
they had felt that purchase at
the source would benefit the
fishermen. He appealed to the
members not to betray this
trust but continue to maintain
the quality so thatin the future
chank exports would be chan-
nelled through the Union.

Mr. 8. Staniglaus traced the
history of the battles between
the Union and the private tra-
ders over the right to export
chanks., Even when the Uni-
on had been given the mono-
poly rights, the traders had
successfully persuaded the im-
porters in Pakistan to carry
out a boycott. Fortunately
this time despite the subter=
fuges of private traders, the
Union had been able to obtain
a big contract, thanks to the
Pakistan High Commissioner
and ‘the Commercial Secre-
tary. He added that if the
Union was informed in ad-
vance of the bulk supply need-
ed, they would be in a posiiivn
to supply it. He hoped that
this would become a perman-
ent arrangement.

Mr, V. Canagasabai ACCD
{Development) said the Union
was vet in its infancy and
couldn’t progress without as-
gistance. He was thankful to
the High Commission for the
assistance it was giving the
Union, :
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Some Development Possibilities In Northern Ceylon

Ceylon is nmow faced with
the problem of ecenomic dev-
elopment due to population
ouistripping production It is
also faced with this problem
due to underutilization of re-
soarces which could be a po-
iential source of industry, em-
ployment, income generator
and even foreign exchange
earner. Incidentally, the Nor-
thern Province is backward
shough you have the resour-
ces, capital, manpower and
entrepreneurship, In Ceylon
there are nearly 3,000 indus-
tries. Of this there are only
62 approved industries in the
Jaffna District with a land area
of 999 sq. miles and a popula-
tion of 613,000, There ‘arc 4
Government owned industrial
establishments in Jaffua Dis-
trict, located at KK S, Elephant
Pass, Chunnakam and Paran-
than. On the other hand there
are only 2 private séctor indus-
trial establishments and 2
Government sector establish-
ments in Mannar District,
with 2 land area 964 sq. miles
and a population ofi 60,000,
whereas in Vavuniya District
there are only 1 private sector
approved industrial establish-
ment and | public sector unif.
The land area in Vavuniya
District being 1,467 sq. miles
with a population of 69,000.
Looking at Trincomalee Dis-
trict with a land area of 1,048
sq. miles and a population
of 138,000 there are only 6
industrial units in the private
sector and 1 public sector in-
dustrial unit, This pattern of

ombo with Jaffna. There are
a multitude of Telecommuni-
cation facilities 2nd so do
power supply and ‘electriciiy.
Educationally, you have good
Government owned and pri-
vate - public schools. Voca-
tional Training is provided by
the Junior Technical School.
You have banking and credit
facilities through the People’s
Bank, Bank of Ceylon and the
Bank of Jaffina. You havea
fine cooperative set up. Health
services and manpower is also
available in your areas. Co-
operative Societies already
provide the necessary mar-
keting channels for your pro-
duet. o I wonder why you
do not attempt to establish at
least multipurpose industrial
cooperatives to manufacture
consumer gocds. The North-
ern District of Ceylon isrich
with resources which could be
tapped for resources based in-
dustries. The purchasing pow-
er of the people in the Northern
District is adequate to csta-
blish demand oriented indus-
tries as well. I would indicate
to youa few industrial possibi-
lities in your areas which you
could explore for your own
benefit..

Mineral-Based Industrial
Possibilities

Until the geological map-
ping of the Dry Zone is com-
pleted it wounld be futile to
speculate on the potential re-
gources in minerals with the
exception of limestone and
quartz sand for cement and

ey A. M. Aviya Abeysinghe

distribution of  indusirial
gnits in Northern Ceyion is!
comparatively smaller in num-
ber compared to therest of the
island. This may be ascribed
to the fact that mostindusiries
in Ceylon are matrket oriented
industries located in and near
the centre of commerce and
industry—Colombo. This does
not mesan, that you in North-
ern Ceylon cannot or should
not establish industriesin your
own areas. You have all ne-
cessaty infra. struciural facili-
ties for industrial develop-
ment. There is a fine transport
network which is adequate to
sustain the potential industrial
complex and the proposed in-
dustrial estate at Atchuvely.
The Jaffna District, Vavuniya
District and Trincomalee Dis-
trict has the required roadage.

The railway lines in the
Northern Ceylon total 180
miles. The airway links Col-

glass manufacture. The sedi-
mentary lmestone deposits of
Miocene age found along the
coast from Kalpitiya past
Mannar and Jaffna to Mullzi-
tivu are of high grade and of
large quantity to support cem-
ent manufacture for a long
period to come. So also the
sand depesits of Adampan,
Kudatanai and Ariyalai hold
out prospects for a successful
glass industry. Between Pul-
moddai and Kokkilai on the
N. Eastcoast of Ceylen stretch
deposits of 30—60%, concen-
tration oi ilmenite in the beach
sand amouniing to about 4
million tons or more. Others
exist at Tirukkovil (about
500,000 tons) in the Eastern
Province. Ilmenite is theraw
material for the manufacture
of titanium white (Titanium
dioxide), lacquers and varpish-
es. The metal titanium is used
for alloying with steel to pro-
duce ferro-titanium, At pre-

PROFITS EXCEED HALF A LAKH

The Jaffna Cooperative Pro-
vincial Bank has made a pet
profit of Rs. €0,007/- for the
period 1-1-68—31-12-68.

The 40th Annual Report of
the Bank discloses that busi-
ness has increased all round:
during the period uader re-

view, the Bank has lent out

Rs. 660,267/17 as Ordinary
Loans, Rs. 100,807,371/38 as
Cash Loans, Rs. 623,900/ as
Marketing Loans, Rs,906,039/
30 as Special Loans, Rs.7,645,-
513/01 under the New Agri-
cultural Credit Scheme and
Rs. 7,319,931/- on pawns. Re-
coveries too have been better
than previous year’s. The
Bank’s investments tot up to
Rs. 3;232,602-. Savings De-
posits increased from Rs. 2,-
543,243/61 in 1967 to Rs. 3,-

331,665/56 at the end of 1968,
Fixed Deposits had fallen

from Rs.2.451,627/63 in 1967 °

to Rs, 2,064,714/48 a1 the end
of 19€8, the chief reason being
that societies had converted
their fixed deposits to Savings
Deposits.

The Report stresses that it
is imperative that the Bank be

/

in a position to finance mem-

ber societies, without depend-
ing on outside help. It ap-
peals to everyone to deposit
his Savings in the Bank: this
in turn will be used to finance
economic development in the
area through cooperatives. It
appeals specially to coopera-
tive societies to encourage
members to save and to depo-

~ git these Savings in the Bank.

sent Ceylon exports raw ilme-
nite sand but if we refuse it
and export it in the processed
or even semi-processed form,
the country can get more for-
cign exchange than it gets now
from raw sands. By-products
like manazite found in the
Northern Frovince especially
at Kudremalai Point are also
potential foreign exchange
earners.

Good deposits off graphite
oceur near Kabitigollewa and
Maniarkulam near Vavuniya
which could be mined for ex-
port.

Some inferior iron ore is
found in the Alampil area near
Mullaitivu etc. in the form of
superficial float nodules, inex-
pensive to collect and theres
fore of likely use in due course
in our iron and steel indusiry
for mixing with scrap and bet-
ter ore from elsewhere.

The clue to the availability
of oil in the Northern Pro-
vince will be known soon after
the proposed experimental
drilling by the Petroleum Cor-
poration of Ceylon.

Fishing and Pearl Culture

Fishing has always enjoyed
a traditional importance. It
can be improved and develops
ed along modern lines, with
the provision of better gear
and harbour facilities and
through fishing-farming by
breeding of various rarities of
fish. You could also develop
a thriving export industry to
export prawns, lobsters, crabs,
shrimps, turtles either live or
canned through better man-
agement. of lagoons which
abound along your coasts.

Qur natural pearls have
proved a failure in recent
times and hold oul poor pros-
pects of revival. But this
should not mean that our re-
putation is lost for good. To-
day, the cultural pearl indus-
try is considered more econo-
mic, scientific and dependable.
There is scope for the farming
of pearl oysters suited to our
environment under controlled
copditions and the develop-
ment of a culture pearl indus=
try not only off Mannar but
also in the placid lagoons and
backwaters around Mullaitivu
and Batticaloa.

Agro-Based Industrial
Possibilities

Cashew Kernel Capning and
Cashew Nut Shell Oil for
Export

The cashew tree appears 10
flourish in even the poorest of
goils and it seems, therefore
to be a possible cash crop.
Prospect for these are in the
Jaffpa, Vavuniya, Trinco and
Mannar Districts. The cashew
tree can bear fruits after 3
years but this first crop yields
only between 344 kilos. - A
good average crop for a mature
plantation tree is around 10
kilos to about 20 kilos. Plan-
tation cultivation of the cashew
tree generally produces the
highest yields but it is a fact
that most of the raw nut har-
vest came from wild trees
while plantation cultivation is
an exception. However, 1
would suggest that you should
organize plantation with den-
sity of 100 trees to 200 trees
per hectare. There are vast
export markets for cashew nut
kernels in foreign countries.
The largest importers of
cashew nut kernels are U.S,
E. European countries, UK.,
Japan, Canada, Australia, Fe-

déral Republic of Germany
and Scandinavian countries.
U.>. alone consumes 34% of
world supply of cashew kern-
els and E, Euwrope 3u%. 7ihe
Scandinavian countries offer
very good prospects for cashew
where strong alcoholic drinks
are served more frequently
than wines. These sirong
drinks are usually served with
salted nuts, fish sticks, pret-
zels or crackers. The size of
this “drink-accessory’ market
is considerable. Demand for
cashew also come from UK.,
Hong Kong, Lebanon, Cana-
da, Australia, Denmark where
they use it inthe confectionery
industry. You could get as
much as 70 U S. cents per 1b.
for cashew kernelsin the world
markets. Generally, tins of
25 lbs. are exported to world
markets by exporters. This
kind of canning of cashew
kernels could be started in
Vavuniva District. :

The cashew nut shell pro-

Problems of Management

duces a liguid or- oil which
feiches very high prices in the
world markets., The cashew
shell liguid is an oil having
many uses in the paint, chemi-
cal, plastic and allied indus-
tries. The cashew nut shell
liquid’s polymerising proper~
ties make it useful in these in=
dustries and as a friction mo-
difier it is important in the
production of brake linings.
The main markets for cashew
nut shell liquid are U.S., UK,
and Japan accounting for
more than 95% of world im-
ports. The average world pri-
ces for cashew nut shell liquid
is § U.5. 400 (CIF New York).
Hence, this is also a new in-
vestment area for cooperative
unions.

The fruit of the cashew tree
consists of the nut with a
“false” fruit. This fruit can
be used for jam-making, for
fruit juices and for making
alcoholic beverages.

(To be Continued)
ey A A (R

In Developing Ceylon

(Continued from our last issue)

The various activities of
Public Relations such as the
use of the Radio, Posters,
Conferenees, letters etc. are
all linked  together in a sus-
tained way. A fundamental
truth of Public Relations is
that it is used to establish
mutual understanding, Itisa
two-way affair. While the
Manager is trying to influence
the Public, the Public in turn
has a direct effect on the deci-
sions being made by the Man-
ager. The Public Services
Management for instance, has
a multiplicity of “‘publics” to
deal with, for example, the
politicians at Nationalor local
lev:l ; the group that is imme-
diately affected by the deci-
gion, the Trade Unions, the
Pressure Groups connected
with a particular ‘area of work,
other Governmental organiza-
tions and the general public.
All public relations activities
depend for their success on
people and no programmes of
development in any sectorcan
succeed without their support.
The media available to Public
Service Managers for public
relations are (a) the mass me-

of the people. This situation
poses problems in the Public
Services Management func-
tions of the country. The ur-
gency for Management as
against administration is being
felt. The entire educational
system has to be geared to the
changing needs. Administra-
tive organizations, practices,
attitt¥des of the Public Services
Managers are undergoing
changes.  The entire Manage-
ment functions of Planning,
Organization, staffing and staff

wdeveiopment, Leadership, and

Motivation, Coordination and
Communication, Control re-
view and Ewvaluation, Public
Relations are subject to a con-,
tinuous review. The care for
assessment, in fact continuous
agsessment, of training neceds
of the Public Services Mana-
gers is strongly felt by the
Goyernment to improve their
performance which is required
to support the vital program-
mes of Government. It is even
suggested that .a Public Servi-
ces Department should be esta-

“blished to deal with all pro-

blems of staffingand careerism

in the Public services. The
main problem in Public Ser-

By XK. RAMANATHAR

dia namely (1) the Radio (ii)
the Newspapers (iii) Public
Relations (b) Conferences {(c)
Exhibitions(d) Films () Pub-
licity. Documents. The selec-
tion of a medium is seen from
the nature of Public relations
functions which is to commu-
nicate and improve the image
of the Public Service Manage-
ment as well as that of the
“Public”.

In Public Relations, satis=
factory results do notjust hap-
pen ; they have to be earned
and they are usually the pro-
duct of a ““deliberate, planned
and sustained effort to esta-
blish and maintain mutual un-
derstanding between the orga-
nization and its public”.

Vast Changes

We are witnessing in our
Country vast changes, politico-
gocio-economic, in the envir-
onment, the changed and con-
tinuously changing aspirations

‘their’ destiny.

vice Management appearsto
be the inadequate appreciation
of the Principles of Accounta-
ble Management, which means
holding individuals and Units
responsible for performance
measured as obviously as pos-
sible, This would bring into
play the Programme and Per-
formance Budget. Whilst these
are devices and good tools for
Performance Improvemens I
would like to conclude that
Public Service Managers to
make things happen, should
start to have a look “inwards™
before trying to find reasons

-that impede performance out-

side of themselves. The Public
Service Management would
do well to ask six questions
and their own answers direcs
Kipling apt]
remarked thus: sk b
“I have six honest serving men
They taught me all I know
Their names are What, Why
and When
Where and How and Who'’.
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Let me first deal with the
most imporiani quesiion of
our annually recurring ground
water balance, forin the cor-
rect estimation of this alone
depends the future. prosperity
or even doom of our Peninsula,
But before dealing with the
water balance itis necessary

to have a clear picture of the ,

total available subterranean
fresh or potable water resour-
ces, Given below is .a cross-
sectional view where the con-
vex shaped contour line BGE
is the water table and the con-
cave shaped contour line BHE
is the fresh water/salt water
interface. For all purposes of
our discussion the interface
here is taken as the contour
line where the chloride con-
tents of the waters are 500 p,
p.m. Now from the mean sea
level (m.s.l.) datum BDE the
maximum height of the watet
table is about 3 feey and the
maximum depth. of the inter-
face is about 110 feet. Hence
our Peninsula’s potable ground
waters lie stored somewhat in
a lenticular shaped form. Here
again it must be observed that
whereas the plano-convex ter-
rain BDEGB contains the en-
clesed waters lying above the
m.s.l. datum, the lion’s share
of our potable ground waters
lie below the same datum and
enclosed withinthe plano-con-
cave terrain BDEHB. Hence

- “igpell

off through the entire lot of
wells in ouyr Péeninsunla and
the quantity discharged into
the surrounding seas through
spring outlets. (This annual
discharge into the seas through
springs is another of those
controversial points about
which I will deal later). Based
on this rather unwarranted
theory is the repeated warn-
ings our team is never tired of
issuing 1o the Govi. thus:
irrigated activities of
the Peninsula during the dry
season of any year should
never exceed the recharge
underground of the main
waters of the previous year,
if the ground water shortage
is to be avoided. Consequence
would be increased salinity
infiliration.”” These warnings
coming as theydo ata time
when more and more acres of
land everywhere are being puts
under cultivation in response
to the Government’s grow
more food call, is surely no~
thing short of only a great set-
back to the highly industrious
Jafina peasant’s endeavours in
this line. Hence it is very
necegsary therefore to criti-
cailyl analyse the pros and
con$ of all the arguments put
forward by the team in sup-
port of its ominous warnings
issued, In this connection,
as | have hinted earlier it is
necessary to know what some

By €. P. Yairamuttu, E.Sc.

comparatively speaking the
volume of waters enclosed be-
low the m.s.l. datum is
nearly 35 times greaier to that
of the volume enclosed above
it. I want my readers to bear

of the opinions already in-
grained into the minds of the
technical team are., Now
then recalling to memory the
first pump out tests carried
out at the Pattor tidal well, is

this in mind when-we come to. was ohserved that. before the

discuss the very vital question
of the annually available pota-
ble waters for our Peninsula’s
needs.

Arbitrary Basis

MNow the technical team is
very emphatic in its conclu-
sions that the total volume of
watars exiractable for our an-

<nual requirements is only the

quantity of it enclosed within
the plano-convex terrain BDE
GB thar lies entirely above

: the m.s.). datum. Not even

adrop of the lion’s share ofy
waters lying below is taken
into account by the team. On
this highly arbitrary basis
therefore the technical team’s
estimate of the znnual ground
water balance is the difference
between the increase in volume
of the ground water sworage
above the m.s.l. as a result of
the year’s rainfall recharge,
apd the sum total of all that
year’s volume of waters drawn

bottom lying salt waters began
to get emitted, the 2 feet high
water surface here and the
nearly 75 feet deep interface of
this well had both coalesced
at the m,s.l, datum BDE.
This means that when the
water table BGE sinks 2 feet
downwards in this wejl the
interface BHE enclosed within
this same well gets pushed
upwards by 75 feet. So com-
paratively speaking the ratio
of the rate of fall of the Put-.
tur well water table to the up-
ward thrust of its own inter-
face is nearly 1:37. Based on
these observations is the un-
doubtedly mistaken inference
drawn by the leader of our .
technical team to the effect
that all wells in our Peninsula
on their being exhausted of
their waters are subjected to
the same behaviour pattern of
this Puttur tidal well. This
means that whenever the water
table asa whole in thePeninsula

sinks down to the m.s,l. datum
BDE, which is generally during
the dry months of-the year,
then this was a sure indication
that the underground fresh
waters have been exhausted
and only saline waters would
now seep into the wells. By
way of subsiantiation is the
short list given in appendix I
sheet 1II of the booklet, of
some of the observation wells

whose chloride contents in.

their waters during drought
months are more in quantity
than during the wet monihs,
s/t this stage it must be made
known to my readers that
from all the available data,
the greater number of the 400
odd observation wells under
study in our Peninsula are
found to contain more chlo-
ride contents in their waters
during the wet months and
not during the dry months.
Reference to" the iso-chlor
map would reveal those re-
glons whose well waters exhi-
bit unpalatable salinity all the
year round as well ag during
the dry seasons only, are
strictly confined 10 the North
Western coastal belis of the
Peninsula including all the
small islands around, and also
a few other wells located in
scattered pockeis adjoining the
internal lagoons. In fact an-
other of my earlier memos ex-
plains with facis and figures
ag to why and how some well
waters exhibit increased sali-
. nity during the wet seasons
only, whilst some others show
increased salinity during the
dry months omnly etc. Now
then reverting back to the
topic of our annual ground
water balance, I am really at
a loss to know as to how our
technical team had arrived at
the utteriv-unwarranted—con-
clusions that if the annual
draw off of our ground waters
were to exceed the previous
year’s recharge due to the
‘seasonal rains, then it would
only lead to the disastrous
consequence of increased sali-
nity infiltrations inte all our
wells by the automatic uprise
of the interface towards the
m.s.k. datum B.D.E. There is
no doubi whatsoever that this
mistaken inference had been
drawn by the leader of the
team based solely on the be-
haviour pattern of the Puttur
tidal well. Even then it would
indeed appear to be far more
logical a deduction, if instead
of bringing into calculations
an year’s recharge and draw
off of ground waters, the team
had merely issued a general
warning to the effect that
during no dought seasons of
any year, by the draw off of

ground waters for all needs of

the Peninsula, should the
water table be allowed to sink
down so low uas to coalesce
with the m.s,]. datum. Now
in this connection however
crops up another important
question : Do all the wells in
the Peninsula conform to the
identical behaviour pattern as
the Puttur tidal well? My
answer to this again i8 an em-
phatic No. I have dealt at
length on this particular issue
in apnother of my earlier me-
mos and hence no repetition
of it is necessary here, Never-
theless this being one of the
vital issues on which is cen-
tred all the present contro-
versial decisions of the tech-
nical team regarding the maxi-
mum quantity of ground
waters annually extractable
etc, it is therefore necessary
to discuss one particular as-
pect of this in greater detail
here. As explained earlier, in
the Puttur tidal well it was
observed that the rate of sink-
ing downwards of its water
table to the rate of upward
thrust of its underiying inter-
face was in the ratio of 1:37.
If this trend was to hold good
throughout the Peninsula, as
the leader of the team had
openly admitted it to be the
case, then this means accord-
ing to him that by the time
the water table in the Penin-
sula as a whole sinks down to
the m.s.l. dajum then the in-
terface algo would automati-
cally get thrust upwards as a
whole towards the m.sl. da-
tum, thus indicating a com-
plete exhaust of all the potable
ground waters. Now since
the proof of the pudding is in
its eating as the saying goes
let us therefore check the vali-

. dity of this argument by re-
-ference to-the behaviour pat-

tern of the 110 feet deep drill
hole waters at Kondavil,
whose varying chloride con-
tents with its increasing depths
are almost identical to that of
the Puttur tidal well. It would
be observed that during the
peak dry months in August
of every year when the water
table within this drill hole,
and as a matter of faci that
of the Peninsula as a whole
too drops down to the m.s.l.
datum, quite contraryto ex-
pectations the interface of
this drill hole instead of auto-
matically rising upwards ‘to
reach the same datum is on
the other hand found to re-
main almost static at about
60 feet below the m.s.]. datum.
So this itself is sufficient proof
to convince anybody that the
behaviour pattern of any drill
hole waters and as a matter of

fact of our underground aqui-
fer strata,is never the same as
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that of the waters enclosed in
the said tidal well.” This being
s0, it would now be interest-
ing to know what the team
has to say of it in its booklet.
¢The vertical diswribution of
salipity in the bore hole waters
at Kondavil from October
1964 shows that the general
pattern of change is indicated
by improvement in'the quality
of the water at all levels during
and after each wet season and
by deterioration of quality
during the dry periods. The
observations are being con-
tinued for determining the
long term trends.”” At great
trouble and expense to the
tax payer, the main reason for
having the two drill holes
bored by the hydro-survey
team I am sure was for the
purpose of observing the flue-
tation trend of the interface
within thege waters, in between
the wet and dry season of an
year. So quite evidently, in
the absence of any corrobora-
tion from the already available
records of the last four years
to tally with the pre-conceived
noticn already ingrained in
the mind, the team therefore
discreetly omitting any com-
.ments gn this vital issue
merely goes on to say about
the necessity to continue the
observations for determining
the long term trends. If the
monthly statistics and data of
the last four years of these
drill holesare net good enough
to come 0 any reasonable
decisions, then I am really at
a loss to know as to what it is
the team hopes to- discover by
continuing the drill hole ob=-
servations for a still longer
period. Well then, whatever
the team’s purpose may be for
an extended period of study,

~the inference one can safely
draw from the behaviour
patterns of the two said drill
holes for the last four yearsis
that the vertical salinity dis-
tribution in the column of
waters within the Puttur tidal
well is quite an exception to
the general rule prevailing
everywhere else in our ground
water strata. This character-
istic behaviour pattern of ihe
waters within the Putiur sidal
well is only consistent with a
subterranean tunnel link bet-
ween the lower depths of the
well and the sea bed beyond,
not even a layman can now
dispute. Hence the potable
waters of Jower density re-
maining poised over the sea
waters of higher density gain-
ing free access into this well
through the tunnel, and the
raiio of 1:37 based on the
Ghybon-Herzberg hydrostatic
principle being more or less
adbered to io the precincts of
this tidal well. But on the
other hand the presumption
that this same hydrostatic prin-
ciple is prevalent throughout
our subterranean aquifer strata
also, merely on the speculation
that there exists an incessans
insurge . underground of the
surrounding sea waters which
automatically must result in
an upward thrust being exert-
ed onthe overlying fresh water
stratum, has now to be dis-
missed in view of the interface
in the two drill heole waters
failing to show it to be so,
Now then to come to one more
issue on the question of the
technical team’s utterly un-
realistic evaluations mace on
the quantity of annually avail-
able potable waters,

{To be Continued)
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Implement Commission’s Recommendations
Urges Employees’ Federation

Immediately,

We request the Government
to implement immediately the
recommendations of the Royal
Commission on Cooperation,
runs one of the resolutions
passed at the General Meeting
of the Ceylon Cooperative
Employees Federation, held as
Veerasingham Hall recently.

The mecting also passed
the following resolutions ad-
opted at the Special Delegates
Conference :

@ This Special Delegates
Conference requests the
Government that the
Special Committee referred
to in Sections 14-21 and
14-22 of the Royal Com-
mission Report be appoint-

~ ed before 10-12-1969.

@ This Conference demands
from the Government that
all Cooperative Institutions
be instructed not to recruit
new personnel until such
time the Special Commit-
tee referred to in the Re-
solution No.? is appointed.

@ This Conference requests
the Government to order
all Cooperative Institutions
to obtain the approval of
the Special Committee re~
ferred to in resolution Ne.
2 for all appointments,
Tranfers and the Changes
of Conditions of Service,
from the date of handing
over of the Commission
Report to His Excellency
the Governor Geéneral till
such time that the C,C.E.
S.B. is instituted.

@ This Conference demands
from the Government that
the Special Committee re-
ferred to in resolution No.
2 be empowered to register
all Cooperative employees
in their present capacities.

® In view of the salary in-

crements given to Govt.
employees and the recent
pledges given to employees
of Govi. Corporations and
the Private Sector, and as
recommended in the Royal
Commission Report, this
‘Special Delegates Confer-
ence demands from the
Government that all Co-
op institutions be instruct-
ed to give an all round
salary increase of at least
Rs. 50-00 to Co-op em-=
ployees of all categories.
This will be effective from
1-10-69.

® This Conference admits
that a large sum of money
will have to be incurred in
connection with the cam-
paign to get the Royal

Commission Report im-
plemented and authorises
the Employees Federation
to establish a special fund
of Rs. 50,000/00 and re-
quests all Co-op employ-
ees for their contributions
towards the fund. Each
member should contribute
a minimum of Rs. 2-50.

@ This Conference demands
all cooperative employees
to contribute 8% and So-
cieties 129 towards the
E.PF.

The spokesmen at the meet-
ing were Mr. G.B. Walisinghe,
President CCEF and Mr. K.
Mylvaganam, President
J/South Branch. Altogether
176 members attended the
meéeting.

‘Coops Play Vital Role’

Cooperatives are playing a
vital role in the economic acti-
vities undertaken by the Gov-
ernment to improve the lot of
the farmer. Therefore it is
appropriate that such an ex-
cellent building should have
been put up by your Union at
this juncture.

So said Mr. M. D. Banda,
Minister of Food and Agri-
culture, speaking after he had
declared open the new build-
ing put by the Mannar Dis-
trict Cooperative Union. The
Minister went on to say that
the new Cooperative Secre-
tariat at Mannar would prove
immensely helpful as the Gov-
ernment intended widening
the agricultural credit scheme
and distributing consumer
items through cooperatives.
He also pointed out that the
building had been put up with
funds belonging to the Coop-

Phone 1 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD,,
KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.
Agents fory Messrg. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C, Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram : *“*Yarlonion™.

(b) Eligibility:—

(b) Eligibility :—

Level,

cial Arithmetic.

Jaffna, 22 10-¢9.

Cooperative Employees Certificate,
Junior and Ordinary Levels
The next Cooperative Employees Certificate Junior and
Ordinary Level Courses will commence on 2-1-1970.
1. C.E.C. Junior Course
(a) Period of Training :—3 months.

Employees in Cooperative Societies who have passed
the 1.8.C. Examination. {Applications from employees who
have not reached the J.S.C. standard will also be considered).

2. C.E.C. Ordinary Level Course

(a) Period of Training :—4 months.

Employees in Cooperative Societies who have passed
the 8.8.C. or G.C.E, (O.L.) (six subjects) or C.E.C. junior

OR
Those who have passed the S.S.C. or G.CE. (O.L.)
with four Credit Passes including Arithmetic or Commer-

Application Forms may be obtained from:—
The Principal,
Jaffna Cooperative Trainiog School,
Jaffna.
Requests for application forms to besent by post should
be accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Closing Date of Applications:—15-12-69.

Jaffna Cooperative Training School

K, Paramothayan,
Principal.

erative Movement.

Janab O. K, Seynul Abdeen,
who presided, said the new
Secretariat was the embodi-
ment of the aspirations and
dreams of the cooperators of
the area.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF, pointed out that
the Secretariat was proof of
the fact that it was only thro-
ugh the Cooperative Move-
ment that anything worthwhile
could be achieved.

Mr. K. S. Ponnathurai, SA
C NR, said the newly cons-
tructed Secretariat would help
in the development of the
Mannar District, and in im-
proving the lot of the farmer
and the fisherman.

The M.P, for Mannar, Mr.
V. A. Allegakone, Mr. R, B.
Rajaguru, Deputy CCD, Janab
M. S. A. Rahim, Chairman
Mannar TC and Mr. K. B.
Dissanayake, Marketing Com-
missioner also spoke, Mr. T,
Lankanesan, Administrative
Secretary, proposed the vote
of thanks.

Loans Not Given
[ll TimE;

Fishermen Complain

The Fisheries Dept. does
not give us loans in time.

This wasthe complaint made
by fishermen at a Conference
summoned by the ACCD
(Development) Jaffna. The
Conference which was chaired
by Mr. Mylvaganam, was
summoned to discuss fisher-
men’s problems and ways of
golving them. Delegates of
fishery cooperatives, officers of
the Fisheries Dept. and Coop
Bank officials were present at
the Conference.

Officials of the Jaffna Coop-
erative Bank who were present
at the Conference, stated that
the Bank was ready to lend
50% of the loan applied for
from the Fisheries Dept.

The D.F.I pointed out that
if the Northern Province Fish-

. ermen’s Cooperative Societies

Union informed the Fisherics
Dept. in advance of the credit
needs of their member socie-
ties, then loans could be given
in time.

A sub-committee was ap-.

pointed to gointo the question
and formulate a scheme which
would help to eliminate any
snags fishermen face in getting
loans.

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Ltd,

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACIORS & IMPLEMENTS
SALES O SERVICE O SPARES
Electric & Oxygen Welding Updertakep

T’phone :—257, Batticaloa

T’gram ;—*“Service” T’phone :—10, Nintavur

JAFFNA MP.CJ, UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised dissributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Grocerles,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALY ESTABLISHMENT

Address
74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna,
Retail Shop at 1
15/1, Powsr House Road, Jafina,

For the WELFARE OFf YOUR FAMILY

&
For the DEVELOPMENT OF YOUR COUNTRY
SAVE in your BANK......

THE JAFFNA COOPERATIVE
PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

SAVINGS DEPOSITS :=

(1) Interess at the rate of 339 iz allowed from 1-11-69.
Arrangements can be made to withdraw funds from
this Account daily.

(2) In the case of Institutions, the Rate of Interest paya-
ble will be 4% for the month in which there isa
minimum balance of Rs, 5,000/~ or over,

(3) For Cooperative Societies the Rate of Interest payable
will be 43%.

FIXED DEPOSITS
From 1-11-1969 on New Deposits the following rates of
interest will be payable: —

(1) On deposits for 12 months 4%.

(2) On deposits for 5 years and over 5%.

(3) On deposits for 10 years and over 53%.
RECURRING DEPOSITS :—Rate of Interest 6%,

Under this Scheme Deposits are received for 60 months,
81 months and 120 months. The minimum deposit will be
Re. 1/- per month which after the end of 60 months will
earn Rs. 70)-; after the end of 81 months, will earn Rs, 100/-
and after the end of 120 months, will earn Rs. 163/-. :
PAWN BROKING—Pawn Broking is done at all our |
Branches. The Rate of Interest charged is 103% and re-
payment by instalments is allowed,
BRANCHES ;

Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam

Pt. Pedro (Nelliady)—Chavakachcheri—

Chankanai— Kayts—Vali-East (Averangal).

HEAD OFFICE:
59, MAIN STREET—JAFFNA.

For Speedy Discharge and

Safe Delivery
Jaffna District

ea-apemfiv@ Harbour Services

Union £,

JAFFNA,
@ STEVEDORES AGENTS
@ LANDING CONTRACTORS
@ FORWARDING AGENTS

Telephone No, 558

Printed by Nicholas James at 3t. Joseph's Catholic Press, Main
Strest, Jaffna and published by the Nosthern Division Cooverative
Pederation Ltd., No. 12 & 14, Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffna.  1-12-1969
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