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& The prxce of ‘potatoes has begun to slump in Jaffna. While the GPS
pl'lce is Rs. 44/80 per ¢wt.. the gpen market price has come down to Rs. 41/+
per cwt., A pouml _pomel’ca.n now be bought l‘m‘ 40 or 45 cts.

trol atall: a half-way house
doesn’t work.  is the Govern-
ment, in trying to compete
. with the private trader, adopt-
ing the procedure necessary to
remain in business, they ask,

~This year’s total production

of potatoes in Jaffna is expect-

¢d to be about ki 0,000 cwis,
» —treble last year’s.

w =C. YV, Rajendram

JAFFNA,;MARCﬁ&i, 1969

g ¥
'..'

Vol. Vil, No. 23

COMMEN TARY

THE ROLE OF ‘uAD:nmlp m
THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT

+ Professor'Edward, Shﬂs has po‘mted out that “the
creatlo‘n,&f tions out of tribes in ‘contemporary
Agia and ﬁfg:a iss _th work, of i tellectaafs ... The
ﬁrst-bearerggf the idea of nationality, the first to

ssert the argument agamst foreign dominance, have
been the intellectuals”. .The smoothness of the
transfer of power;say from Britain to Ceylon, and
the relative suceess with which the machinery of
government has continued to function h@ been no
less due to the fact that the hlgher pfhcers of the
publie service belonged to the same English edueat-
ed classes a%&'were able to move at ease among the
concepts behind the institutions of democratic gov-
erhmgnt The fairly high level of literacy and edu- Egiﬁfg% bﬂ?“gingnu: 1e ;u;;:
ca mong the mass fthe gﬁpulﬁtlag and their yten days, the NDAPC Union P
understandmg of these ‘gomtepts in some measure delivered 6,100 cwis: of pota-.

in Jaffipa to come under the
GPS, judging from present
trgnds. Last year only 108
cwis. of potatoes were chan-
nelled through the Union.

" I'lfese sources are not satis-

a :
.astiyear the Notthern Di-
n Agricultural - Producers
Cooperative Union distributed
20,000 cwts. of seed potatoes
-é-nearly 3 times the amount
.distributed the previous¥ear.
It hgs been estimated that fied witl_] the present arrapge-
nearly half the crop’ hag been ments for potats purchase.
already harvested. " They feel that there should be

With spuds flowing mﬁ;ﬂ!e rigid Statc coxitrol or no con-
market, and prices tumbﬁng, -

-Regisﬁation Sdught

has undoubtecﬂx contrlﬁl?:feﬁ to the stability of th;&

new nation. '
When we -tu:
are turning from *

s .fthe cooperative movement we
the rhetoric’ of revolutionagy N@s

tion- mgﬁmg to the 1nﬁmtely more complex pro-

blems of ._rnamxoﬁ-buzldmg
no less for a hlgh quality ef intellec-

building ca

Cooperative *nation-

tual leadership, for high level protessmﬁal adminis-
trators and the wide dispersal of qaoperatlve concepts

We cannot.

toe8 0. P'CWE:* The Ugion
*isin a position to'give more
than. 12 wagons, per day for
the next month or s0 b [ the °
CWE has directed the Union
to despatch only 6 wagons
daily, and that too for 4 days
in the week.

- Informed sources . point out
that this. directive will *uiti-
mately determine the success”

gps sho uld be taken to get
the
_on registered.

This was the decision taken
at a conference of MRCS Uni-
Onﬁnummﬁned by the North-
ern Division Cooperative Fe-
deration, Mr. R. C. S. Cooke,
Vice-President, presided,

The main function of the

“proposed Union will be'to find

egional Consumers’ Um-

to fulfil them, acting as an
agent. The Union will not

* handle stock,or cash physical-

ly. The Staffis %o consist of
a top-ranking officer, a Steno
Typist cum Clerk and a Peon.

The MPCS Unions will be
the share-holders, and the
shages will'be proportionate to
the memberah of their affili-
ated societies. The share ca-

among the rank and ﬁle of ‘cooperators,
claim that all is well with codperation in €eylonat
any of thesé three levels; the gravest of thb}ae pro-
. “blems is the leadersh_lp yacuum.

S Phereed” .
order is heightened by an era of phénomenal chamge
such as the world has never known before. Coop-
eration is itself called upon to play a stategic role
in a world which has to reconcile the wondertul dis-

of GPS purchasing : the'delay #out the import-export require-  pital will b  specifically col-
in the intake will force the ‘mentsof its members and seek lected for ¢ 8 purpose.
prqducet to sell his petatoes s f'i. N

to the pnvate trader. Sy - AT 1. U
refitp of a“ High™ " These Sources state that the wmﬁl‘ﬂlﬂﬁmﬂ M
MEMORIAL BUILDING FUND

CWE’s decision to apply the
TARGET-ONE LAKIE

brakessmay ‘be partly explained

by ‘the fearthat a blgnermtakc
Total Amount: Subscribed as on 12-3-69 15,283-00
Total Amount received by Treasurer up to 12-3.69 5,618-00

might further depress prlces
But they fez]l that the price

coveries of science with the eszciting insights pro- Fasﬁ)ecom., stabilised an | any | Paid up Balance B/F as on 31-1-69 5.059.00

duced by social scientists. The staffs of the research lﬁ-:r;lyer 5.}1}1“25 l:xg:c(:e atlsl:ans-t Amount Received from 31 1-69—12-3-69 :

and advisory institutions, the key executives and 80 per cent of the balance crop % Eézll‘:;rra'iﬁ . ;gg

managerial persoanel of the cooperative establish- T. Nadar(;]jéh "'-(:50

ments and the field inspecting officers must all be g V. S. S:bastian 5.00

men whose “‘deep familiarity with the subject enables Union Opposes S Muthukumaru e 2-00

them to move at ease among its concepts’. Bat, the Price Jack-up I1‘;/1-1(!‘;!3thcnni{t)illai o5 %08
Wil s : S g . Kanagaratnam e -

men in directive positions, the mer:nberb of coopera- The Bishorias Congoration s - 17 Alfreg 5 80

tive councils, must be of the calibre that can see €O~ gecision to increase the price |S. Balambikai 5.00

operation not only as an integral part of a pervasive of fishing gear has been op- | A. Sahathevan 10-00

social transformation, but ascontributing a revolu- posed by the Northern Pro- | A.Jesuthasan } 10-00

tionary element to such change. The true maasure Vince Fishermen's Cooperative | G. M. Sathiyaseelan .. 10-00

of the adequacy of the national cooperative leader- Societies Union. g ;{athlrkamanathan lgg{)

ship is that it is able to be its own forum for dialec- teslttwhiatilot?]%EdPr?mse[mhzigng{g; Vanouggllfélr‘g MPCS Ltd. i0.0g

tic over cooperative ideas and affairs. : and the Minister of Fisheries. | Point Pedro MPCS Ltd.. . 50-00 143-00
The processes of election may as yet fail to Biador. thi " yodhan Ml Total instalments received during this period  416-00

bring such men into managing bodies and consulta- (h.me tbere has been aploo _—

tive councils. The way out will have to be sought per cent increase in the price Total*  5,618-00

of kurallon twine, the variety
used by Jaffna fishermen. i The
prices of nets too have been

in the valid democratic progess of co-opting compe-

i : ! Particulars of Suspence A/C published on 12-1-69 :—
tent men to serve on such councils or their standing . (< pubie Sl

K. B. Rajaratpam 10-00

committees much in the manner in which outside D. Nellinathan 10-00
: i g : acked up by 20 t and S g 2
educationists are nominated to educational bodies. ‘Eme- .08 ol K. Vaithilingam ‘g 5-00
The long-term solution for the problem of cre- Though the Fisheries Cor- %’1 LOgaﬂff}];agﬂm . 5-00
ating in this country an informed and dedicated poration has reducedthe price v, ﬁ::}laglt]d i g%g
core of leadership will however, have to be found in ?‘f Cefaﬂ’ﬂ l;‘tem‘sl'l the hUmOl'l S. Tharmalingam 5.00
an imaginatively conceived educational programme. hiij,:f:.:!attolﬁflag'lmc:m '€ VeIY | S. Manoharampillai 5-00
The time to place this great concept before the ARy s S. Nadarajah 5-00
; e - The Union has pointed out | nq Nagalingam .00
minds of citizens is when they are young and are : ; : - - Nagalingar S
; : ] b =] that these jacked-up prices hit | ¢ Sivagurunathan 5.00
looking for ideals by which to live. Asthey grow the fishermen badly, and wants Yt :
. . : . : ! cBac : nstalment received 10-00
with the ideal, perchance they will perceive its re- the prices reduced immedi-
volutionary import for the re-making of society. ately. 75.00

RS
SFACE TRAVEL
Mr. J. F. Sigmaringam, Pre=
sident Jaffna District Coop
Harbour Services Union, gave
a talk on Space Travel to the
trainees at the Jafina Coop-

erative Training School. Mr,
Rajasundaram presided.

The potential social scientists among them may
carry their studies into the University, and may do
field studies subsequently. Itis from among the
country’s intelligentsia there must arise the bearers
of the cooperative idea. It is when the first inter-
nationally acceptable books on cooperation have
been published in this country that we would have
crossed the threshold from a developing into a coop-
eratively developed nation

This amount has been credited to Savings Account
No. 837 in the Jaffna Cooperative Provincial Bank.
Donations may be sent to the
““Hony. Treasurer,
Mathibalasingham Memorial Building Fund™,
111/9, Beach Road, K. Paramothayan,
Jaffna. (Hony. Treasurer)
12-3-69 ;
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LONDON NEWSLETIER .

(Our London Correspondent)

Society and the Education
of Teachers
William Taylor

Among the many virtues of
Professor Taylor’s penetrating
anulysis of teacher education
is its timing. The C lleges of
Teacher Education here have
yeached the ictake figure
39,000 per annum which they
are required to hold and the
dramatic ¢ xpansion is virtually
over ; the three year course is
in its tenth year; the B Ed is
a fact ; greater college autono-
my is assured. The evolution
of the College has reached a
point where it is essential for
all the bodies involved to ana-
lyse where events have carried
them so that future policy can
be rationally assessed.

The Colleges ard the Train-
ing Masters here we'come Pro-
fessor Taylor’s book asitisa
strategic re-appraisal of l'each-
er education in Britain.

Teacher education is put in
a sociological and historical
perspective which clarifies the
present situation, objectifies
the problems and points firm-
Jy to the future. The anilysis
is detailed and is comprehen:
give. The sociological back-
grouad is examined and thor-
ough investigation is made of,
staff and students, the work
they do, the fTorces that
control them, the social orga-
nisation which knits them and
the assumptions and values
which determine their behavi-
our. The author has succeed-
ed in identifying problems ¢ in
such studies idemification is
more imporiant thao lament-
ing over them,

The colleges of education
have ofien been the target of
uninformed criticism and been
hel § respoasible foreducation-
al ills. lheir staffs have be-
come resigned to the cross fire
from schools, universities and
teacher colleges. Professor
Taylor analv:es clearly why
the colleges are what they are
and reveals the multiple, often
confliciing demrands made on
them and the cortrol system
they are subjected ro. “Rarely
bas aservant had so many
masters’,

Professor Taylor reminds us
of the stariling evenis of the
Jast decade in Teacher educa-
tion in Hritain. While coping
with the tri-partite control of
the Department of Education
and Science, the L.E.A’s and
Universities and with impres-
sive expansion of numbers, the
colleges have raised their edu-
cational sights by establishing
a three-year course and subse-
quently the B.Ed. To raise
standaids while raising num-
bers in a rare combination in
education ; concurrent withall
this, the college staffs have
giined greater responsibility
for their own affairs,

Professor Taylor makes the
point well that in this sudden
series of changes the colleges
may not be fully aware that
they have become markedly
different institutions.

Before the expansion, expan-
gion is legitimate, the colleges
were small, closed and frequ-
ently isolated communities ad-
mirably suited to the task of
moulding students to accept
an unquestioned set of educa-
tional and social values. In
spite of the link with the Uni-
versities through the Institutes
of Education the stress was
pred _minantly on cffective
rather than cognitive learning.
Both curriculum and teaching
methods were designed to in-

culcate values and attitudes
suitable ‘for child-centred
teaching rather than impart
bard information and specific
professional knowledge’.

Taylor allegzs suspicion of,
if not acual opposition to the
intellect,

It is “this legacy of the dom-
inant vslue orientations of so-
cial and literary romanticism®
which Professor Taylor feels
the colleges should repudiate
or at least supplemens with a
more rational, intellectualcon-
tent, He arguss that this value
orientation with ifs attendani
‘manipulative socialisation’ is
an inadequate preparation for
increasingly complex teaching
functions. He sees the col-
leges at the end of a cultural
professional tradition which
though it has served them and
the schools well in the past,
will not sustain them in the
future. ®

Professor Taylor does not
denigrate the socialising role
of the colleges, indeed he com-
pares them favourably with
Universities. But he suggests
that this objective need not

invade the curriculum to the

extent that it tends to inhibis
the development of ‘creative
nonconformity® on which pro-
fessional development de-
p:nds.

Today there is gensral agree-
ment that the teachers of the
future will need to be differens
but little agreement on the
nature of that diff:rence. The
colleges need not necessarily
wait for guidance from the
schools bsfore restructuring
their courses; they will also
have to abandon their fradi-
tional role of responding to
educational innovation and
take part in initiating it.

Thestudy is proof of the cen-
tral pusition which the colleges
have now in the education in-
dustry. The fact that Profes-
sor Taylor considers the col-
leges capable of restructuring
their work along tbe lines he
indicates is the best compli-
ment he could have paid them.

We teachers and teacher-
educitors from Ceylon could
read this book with very greas
advantage. It is a classic.

The First Civilisations
Glyn Daniel

What light can archaeology
throw on the origins of civili-
sations— or should it be of civi-
lisation? Dr. Glyn Daniel’s
work on the first civilisations
is not simply descriptive, is not
concerned only with the how,
but also with the why of the
development of primitive vil-
Jage into complex, usually ur.
ban, organised sociery.

Did civilisation happen once
at Sumer, and propagate their
daughter civilisations via trade
routes and ocean currents,
even to China and Peru? Did
climate or the develcpment of
mankind cause one simultane-
ous move towardscivilisation?
Or did it happen independent-
ly at several times and in sev-
eral places ?

Dr. Daniel surveys seven
early civilisations; thereis in
his survey a reassuring air of
sanity ; bis civilisations were
mainly independent in incep-
tion, but those later than Su-
mer were probably eased on
their way by some slight con-
tact with other ceatres more
doubtfully so in the case of
the Central American societies
which may merely have en-
couraged progress with the in-

Natlonal Prosperity.

The largest

The Co-operative Movement plays an
important role in Ceylen’s economic
development, The People’s Bankworks
together with the/ Co-operatives for

network ©f branches

in Ceylon.

I

formation that civilisation was
possible.

Dr. Daniel rejects the impli-
citions of suddennpess in the
civilising process of such terms
as *Neolithic Revolution” *Ut-
ban implosion’, and suggests
that what happened was *syn-
oecism’, a slow association of
villages to pool resources,
Whether or not this society
was physically symbolised by
a city, not, for example, in the
case of the Maya, the eventual
product was a civilisation, a
new thing greater than the
sum of its parts.

The book is challenging
reading for studentsand teach~
ers of civilisation.

Premier Levi Eshkol

Levi Eshkol ‘was a man of
the soil, a man of the people,
a man of positive intellectual-
ism and a good Israelite®.

He was politically a supreme-
ly competent Chairman, guiet-
ly welding and accommodat-
ing the diverse political atti-
tudes of the country; he was
a conciliator, and pragmatist.

Mr. Eshkol, “which means a
cluster of grapes’, was born in
Oratova, a Ukranian village
near Kiev, in October 1895.
Educated at Vilna, he was in-
spired by contacts with Zionist
leaders to emigrate to Palest-
ine in 1914,

He was brought into Ben
Gurion’s first independent Is-
raeli Government as Director=
General of the Ministry of
Defence. He joined the Ca-
binet in 1951 as Minister of
Agriculture and Development,
a key post in a country under-
going an agrarian revolution.
In 1952 he moved to another
key Ministry—that of Finance,
It was he who steered through
Parliament in 1962 far reach-

ing economic reforms, with a

stabilisation programme. He
became Prime Minister in
196. To follow Ben Gurion,
father of modern Israel, main
architect of the new State was
an honour. Ty

His own contribution to the
relief of Jewish persecution
was to borrow German money
from German Jews to buy agri-
cultural equipment and to pay
his creditors back in Palestine
currency, thus enabling many
refugees to save part of their
property.

Eshkol, the great son of Is-
raecl has passed into Eternity;
he gave his all to Israel.

New Building Opened

Mr. T. Murugesampillai,
AGA Jaffoa, opened the new
building put up by the Siru-
pidiy MPCS. He paid a tri-
bute to the Committeec for
putting up this excsllent build-
ing.

Mr. S. Sabaratnam ACAS
Jaffna, expressed the hope that
the Soci:ty would continue to
help the cultivator.

Messrs, P. S.baratnam, P.
Manickavasagar and S. Alala-
sunderam also spoke,

SALES O

T’phone :—257, Batticaloa
T*gram ;—*“Service™

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Lid.

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu

MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SERVICE (o]

Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

SPARES

T’phone :—10, Nintavur

Phone : 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephaat Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation,

T’gram : *“*Yarionion®’,
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DOCTOKS AT SEA

Sirce everyone of usis a
patient at one time oranciber,
and has 1o face the the “shot-
gun therapy’ of dociors, we
are justified in asking how
much the average cocor
kncws about the potent drugs
he’s prescnibing, and their side
effects.

Brian Inglis’ Drug.. Doctors
and Disease sugeesis thar the
average doctor is not much
better off than the layman.
The average doctor has little
choice but to depend on the
advertisements and informa-
tional literature of tie drug
compani-g and what company
representatives tell him “With
such powerful commerciil
pressures operating 1o moke
trem sell each mew product
quickly, before rivals get theirs
on the maiker, the pharmaceu-
tical companies could hardly
have been expecled to give
wholly dispassionate comniea=
taries on their drugs”, Irglis
says drily. The following ex-
change bztween Senator Ke-
fauver and 1he Fresident of a
pharmaceutical company neat-
iy illustrates the point.’

‘I am not asking ycu a
medical question, Mr. Mc-
k:en’, Senator Ketauver
went on, ‘'l am asking a fac-
tusl quesiion: if you will
point out any place in ycur
advertisemenis where you
gave the ductor the full in-
furmation which he ought
to have had, which is the
truth that your own medics|l
exsminer—who for some
reason you wont bring down
bere and | can understand
why you wont—tcund thag
there  were 27 ~per cent
side effects in these ., U0
cases, Just point it outin
your adveru ements’. An-
oiher witness, a doc or em-
ployed by the company, was
it to veply: **lhercis no
reason to put that in the ad
vertising Senator™.

There is no reason to put
that in the advertsing Senaior
might will bz the theme song
of drug companies faced wilh
side effects.  Inglis pives a
wealth of examples to illus-
trate how drug companies in
variably tend to black out or
play dowa adverse side-effects:
you can’r, in reason, expect 4
vendor who i3 trying to push
bis wares, to hansiring his
sales by proclaiming that his
swuff is potentially dangerous.
So when the average docior
has to depend for his acade-
mic instruclion on co.nmerce,
it’s easy to guess what will
happen. loglis says, ‘Clearly
the med cal profession has tal-
len into the trap that lies in
wait for ali guild.: it has
grown self-indulgent, losing
the capacity for seif criticism.

by the 1950%s the knowledpe
and capacities of the average
medical student who had pass-
ed his Finals were 1o aquie
remsrkable extent irrelevant
to the actuzl treatment he
found him:elf giving—parti-
cularly in general proctice,
And expctience—unlike in the
past—was becomirg of less
value, now tbhat the turnover
of drugs was so rapid. His
*qualincations’ therefore were
Jargely spurious—for much
the same reason as the quali-
fications of the British Expedi-
tionsry Force, lacking even
one mechanised diwision, were
spurious in 1940. They might
have been relevant to an earli=
er contest, but not to the blitz-

krieg. Asa result, prescrib-
ing by the Jate .950’s has be-
come chaotic particularly am-
ong the younger doctors. But
the profession, clinging to its
traditional determination that
the ductor must have the right
to prescribe whatever he feels
best for the patient, was un-
able (o enforce any effective
discipline—even, over cosis

As for his right to prese
cribe drugs he could know lit-
tleabout, nobobv even thought
to question that™,

It is not only ignorance that
makes it impossible to rely
upon the medical profession
to protect the public. Doctors,
after all, are no angels: like
anyone of us they are liable to
succumb to temptation. And
what rich temptations, the
drug companies offer! Inglis
states ‘““In the U3, this has led
to the development of what
Lasagna called the ‘well-trav-
elled two wav street belween
industry and Washington’.
Men from the drug industry
have gone on to jobs in the
Food and Drug Administra-
tion ; and—more important—
FDA specialists have gone on
to lucrative executive jobs in
industry. While there has been
no clear-cut evidence of col'u-
sion or cor: er-cuiting by FDA
executives dealing with drug
companies applying for pew
drug approval, it does not
seem desirable to have, in de-
cisivn-making positions, scien-
tists who are consciously or
unconsciously always contem-
piating the possibility that
their future may be determined
by their rapport with indus-
try”. Rapport indeed!

Almost every new drug in
the West is heralded as a
wonder cure. But now evid-
ence is building upthat almost
all these wonder cures lead to
very grave side eflects. Thali-
domide is only the most dra-
matic instance. [nglis cites
several other wonder drugs
whch have caused severe side
effects But the busy general
practitioner has neither the
time nor the inclination to
study the literature setiing out
these side effecis. His natural
tendency will be to rely on
promotional literature (which
in the nature of things, can't
bz expected to be dispassion-
ate) and not worry over-much
about possible side-effects,

Inglis makes the point that
quite a number of modern
drugs relieve or remove symp-
tums instead of curing disor=
ders: *'the chief result of the
concen ration upon research
for new drugs, rather than on
diug action, has been to pro-
vide drugs which re. ove or
relieve symptoms, rather than
cure di-orders An obvious
example is one of the early
showpieces of modern chemo-
therapy — insulin. As Cecil and
Loeb pointed out in their
Textbook of Medicine the ini-
tial belief was that the riddle
of diabetes had been solved
or would soon be; but this
has since been shown to have
been an illusion.  Further
s'udy has shown thet diabetes
*is more complex than it ap-
peared o be’ and that intrin=
sic diseases of the pancreas
may nof, in most cases, be the
primary cause after ali? Whap
was thoughr to be the cause of
diaberes, "in other words, has
been found to be only asvmp=
tom ! and the causze or more
probbly causes still elude re-
searchers. Most research, how-

ever, have been devoted not
to finding the causes, but to
producing the ne¢w antidiabe-
tic drugs which have been
pouring on to the market™

This confusion of symptoms
with the underlying cause or
causes has been reinforced by
past official medical teaching
which bad little room for psy-
chosomatic medicine: “the me-
dicine taught in the schools
was essentially mechanistic—
fitting in easily with the new
chemotherapy. Illness came
to be regarded as organic:
neurotic, functional and bys-
terical disorders were pushed,
if possible, outside the doctor’s
terms of reference. For every
disorder, it was assumed, there
was (or soon would be) some
appropriate physical remedy,
& drug or asurgical operation;
and this assumption the curri-
culum faithfully reflected™. I
remember reading somewhere
that Eysenck, the leading ex-
ponent of Behaviourism ian
Britain, has gone on record as
saying that there is no neuro-
sis underlying the symptom,
oonly the symptom itself, To
which Kathleen Nott retorted
“A symptom is always of
something®’,

Brian Inglis’ book which was
triggered off by the discovery
that 1ablers which the National
Health Service had been buy-
ing for £60 per thousand could
be imported for £5.10 per
thousand, studies the pattern
of the drug industry in Ame-
rica and Britain. It reveals
that the drug companies spend
much more on promotion ‘a
euphemism for advertisement)
than on research, that the re-
search done is not so much
basic research as juggling with
the molecular struc ures of old
drugs to produce variants
which can be patented, and
that the diue business is im-
mensely profitable, so prefita-
ble that inthe U3, for inst-
ance, drug companies’ profits
were twice the average of other
manufacturing concerns. Quite
obviously, one man’s illnes is
another man’s dividend.

Brian Inglis seems satisfied
with a greater measure of State
control of drug promotion and
prescription. You might as
well expect a man eating tiger
to behave himself after listen-
ing to a stern lecture, There’s
no getting away from the fact
that there’s a built-in eentra-
diction bétween private profit
and public welfare: nationali=

sation of the drug industry is
the only answer to the situa.
tion which Inglis d:scribes in
his book. Then perhaps the
soil will ke favourable for the
radical change of attitude to
chemotherapy. which he advo-
cates : “Besides, what is need-
ed is not simply better control
of the prescabing ofdrugs, but
a radical change of attitude to
chemotherapy based on the
recognition that for all the
great value of modern drugs
in deal'ng with infections, and
for all their use as palliatives
in connection with degenera-
tive disorders, they are basic-
ally symptom removers. The
next step will be to transfer
attention from them to the
study of the basic causes of
diseases. The pharm.ceutical
indusiry cannot beexpecied to
finance such a veniure and the
medical profesgion. in spite of
the etforts of individuals, is
too fossilised to change its ha-

ENERGY

“He is a very energetic per-
son” we sometimes say when
referring to somebody. What
do we r1eally mean by it?
Whnat does being full o eneigy
mean? 1t is another way of
saying that he is a capable
man, resourceful, untiring. All
these mean that he is a person
who can work, probably faster
snd better than someone else,
One, being energetic, is all out
to do work. Energy in short,
is the capacity to do woik.
More often we feel energy only
when some work is being done,
and we ascess energy by the
wo'k done. There can be
energy stored but not beirg
manpifested as work at the
moment. We talk of poten-
tial ergineers and doctors
amopg young children. We
feel that the energy for all
tbat work is in stoie in them.

Now let us look at this
concept ol erergy in a scienti-
fic way, As | sit dovn to
write " this, I had a cup of
coffee, in the hope that it will
ward off the chill of the morn-
ing. 1 remember I bad dioper
last night. 1 hear the noice
of coconut being scraped in
the kitchen. The hearth also
bas been lit and scme water in

tank it can do work for us.
For example, water can rotate
a tarbipe 1t it is installed in a
proper maoner. A belt coa-
necting tbe tuibive to a dyoa-

mo can make it go. The dy-
namo generates  electricity
which can manifest wuselt as

heat in & hot-plate, light in an
electiic lan.p, woik in a motor
fixed to the sewins-machine,

Enerey changes from . ons
form toanother, work p oducing
beat, wot k producing electricity
as in the bicycle dynamo, bezt
doing woirk 1 heat engines,
Let us suppose that an electric
iron a.arked 1000 W 15 psed
tor hall an-bour, In this cace
we obtain beat from electricity,
How muach heat should be
given to ao ordinary charcoal
iron so as to obiain energy,
equivalent to this? Ir will be
acout tbe quantity cf heat
needed to beat 6 Kg of water
from the roum temperature to
tte boiling point. If wmanual
woik is to dones the equivalent
will be the work nece-sary to
raise 1 Kgtbrough 1800 metres
vertically agamst gravity. Of
all, electricity seems to be a
convenient form and cheap,
pefhaps,

M_au has been searching or

by R. BALAKRISHNAN

a pot boils. In a little while
string-hoppers will be baked
in the ensuing steam. Some-
one is drawing water from the
well. 1 teel trnat the. eatue
household has become active
for the day's woilk. A series
of energy changes has begun.
I feel that the cup of coff:e is
giving me waimih, and the
dinner last night the energy to
sit up and write. My work is
due to the chemical energy
released during digestion of
food 1| had taken. Coconut is
being scraped. It is again an
instance of chemical energy
producing manual work. Fire-
wood barns in the hearth, It
is also a chewnical change
producirg heatss.. A chain of
these energy charges consti-
tute what was eailier referred
toas the day's work. Work
is being done by the expendi-
ture of energy.

Vicious Circle

It is interesting to note that
we work hard to store up
energy and we store up all that
eneigy to work barder again.
It is a vicious circle. This
may appear as a general state-
ment, but if we take a specific
example this chain ot changes
becomes clearer. Woik has
to be done to raise the level
of water o a tank. When
water comes down from the

cheapand convenient forms of
eneigy all aloay from tae very
early days. Every step in the
maich in this duection has
been a landmarkio the civiliza-
ticn of mankind, 1be pimi-
tive man had to depend on bis
muscular eneigy for all his
aciivities, That was chem cal
energy producing work and
the crucible of the chemical
change was the [ uman system
itself. Animals were gradually
tamed to do work for man.
Here again the source ot ener-
gv was the same, but the
cbange took place in a different
crucible. Ol peceisity, he had
to barness pature. He leaint
that ruuning water and blow-
ing wind could do work for
him: With (he iavenion of
simple machines as the lever,
the pulley, the wheel a1 d axis,
the ioclied plane, elficiency
increaseds Steam-power, ia-
ternal combustion engines,
diesi | enzines are later inven-
tions in the search tor conveni-
ent sources and in the near
future atomic energy might
be the fundamental souice of
all our energy rrquirements.

[s mao becoming less” ener-
getic wi'h the invention of
devices to obiain coovenient
and cheap forms of energy?
Or has he been very energetic
and alive to the environment
always?

Promoted to Gr. 2

The following Cooperative
Inspectors have been promot-
ed to Grade 2: Messrs. A. A.
James (Royal Commission), V.
Vethacan (Kegelle), M.K Ka-
thirkamathamby (Jaffna East),
S. Navaratnam (Mannar), S.
C rysostom (Jaffna West), N.
Nadarsja (Jaffna West) und S.
Sinnathurai ( I rincomalee).

bits of mind sufficient'y quick-
ly”.

As someone said, medicine
is too serious to be left 10 the
pharmaceutical companies and
the dociors any longer.

Exempt Coops From
Turnover Tax

The Jaffna District Coop-
erauive Harbour Services Uni-
on has—in its submissions to
the Cooperative Commission
—urged that cooperatives be
exempied from the Business
Turnover Tax.

The Union has asked that it
be protected from th: compe-
tition of private contractors
wh bave been ousted from
Trincomalee,

It has also strongly pressed
for the payment of ipcreased
rates fullowing devaluation.

It has suggested too that the
Union be allowed to function
in the North hke the Port
Cargo Corporation.



THE COOPERATOR

,MARCH 15 1969

'GANDHUI IN CEYVLC

Lord Buddha blessed this
‘pear]l among islands® Lanka,
the Ceylon of to-day by his
three sacred visits. Dharma-
Asoka sent the message of
peace and goodwill through
his best-loved Mahinda and
Sanghamitta. Years rolled
on through the ages and this
beautiful isle passing through
vicissitudes political, social
and religious, breaking away
from the home of her race
and culture and led astray by
the allurements of the West
forgot the Gospel of Ahimsa
of her Great Master. To dis-
pel the illusion and to rouse
her up from her lethargy the
immortal Swami Vivekananda
sounded his trumpet-call to
India and Ceylon, ‘“‘Awake,
Arise and stop not till the goal
is reached’” more than forty-
five years ago. Lord Buddba,
Mahinda and Vivekananda
came with gifts to this thrice-
blessed land. Later Sarojini
Devi, the modern “anghamit-
ta brought the message of
Mahatma Gandhi to the island
and this was followed by the
visit of Mahatma Gandhi
himself in 1927, Ata dinner
given in his honour at the
Orient Club, Colombo, (on
September 25) Premier Dudley
Senanayake of Ceylon voiced
the tribute of a nation to
Gandhiji when he said, *“*Cey-
lon can never foget the fact
that it was from the great
leaders of India, Mahatma

THE MEMORY OF A VISIT 40 YEARS AGO

to go over to Ceylon the whole
island without differences of
race, caste or creed, joined
through the medium of the
press to evince a keen desire
to have the Mahatma in their
midst for some days at least.
When the Mahatma started
his South Indian tour those of
us in Ceylon fully expected
that he would include Ceylon
also in his itinerary. He was
expected here in May 1926
and then rumour had it that
he was to visit Ceylon only
early in the next year. Definite
information of his intention
of visiting Ceylon in October
reached in August. As there
was an understanding that
Ceylon should contribute her
quota to the Khadi Fund
elaborate preparations were
made in all parts of Ceylon to
accord a right royal welcome
to the greatest man of the ags
and to secure a contribution
worthy of the island towards
the relief of the starving mil

lions of India. Public meet=
ings were held in all the im-
portant towns and ways and
means were devised to make
Mahatmaji’s tour in Ceylon
pleasant and his mission
successful.

Messenger Of Love

The Viceroy’s invitation to
Gandhiji to go over to Delhi
on urgent State affairs and the
consequent delay in Gandhiji’s
going over to Ceylon only

By S. DURAI RAJA SINGAM

Gandhi, Shri Jawarharlal
Nehru and others we got inspi-
ration in our struggle for
political freedom”.

Quarter of a century ago the
youths of Jafina warmed with
the fire of a pure patriotism
inaugurated the Youth Cong-
ress, then called the Students
Congress. The Students Cong-
ress, Jaffna, stood for the
revival of national arts and
literature and for the attain-
ment of self-government for
the lapd. This creed naturally
made the young men yearn to
git at the feet of Gandhiji, the
greatest teacher of modern
times. Ever since the first
session of the Students Cong-
ress in December 1924 invita-
tions, were addressed to
Mahatma Gandhi to bless this
Youth Movement of Ceylon
with his august presence and
words of wisdom. It was my
good fostuoe to be one of the
first Joint-Secretaries of the
Students Congress and early
in 1925 when I went to see
Gandhiji I pressed him to visit
Ceylon. Again Sri S. H.
Perinpanayagam, the idol of
the youths of the Students
Congress went on a pilgrimage
to India on this errand and
met Mahatmaji at Bangalore
and obtainded his consent for
a visit to Ceylon. He was fol-
lowed by the late Sri J. V.
Chelliah, Vice-Principal of
Jaffna College, and a past
president of the Students
Congress with a similar re-
quest. Meanwhile the Indian
Representative of the then
Legislative Council of Ceylon,
the late Sri K. A, Natesa Iyer,
also extended an invitation on
behalf of the Ilndian labourers
of Ceylon. Long before
Mahatmaji had definitely de-
cided to accept the invitation

helped to increase the anxiety
of the workers and to broad-
cast throughout the country
that after all the island home
ol huddha’s followers and the
pious Hindu sojourners from
the Tamilnadu that gave to
India her greatest religious
reformers is to be once again
blessed by a Messenger of
Love from the time-honoured
ancestor of her race, religion
and culture. The months of
October and November 1927
in Ceylon, were practically
the Mahatma’s months. Both
young and old, rich and poor,
men, women and children of
all castes and creeds vied with
each other in chanting praises
to the name of India’s hero
of the day and servant of
Daridranarayan—(God in the
form of the poor). Gandhi a
household word in Ceylon for
the past forty years or more
needed no introductory procla-
mation as in the case of pro-
cessions of princes or pro-
consuls. In the Easst from
where the voice of God is
heard from eternity to eternity
even the poorest of the poor-
est in earthly riches get to
know as if by instinct the
advent of a great spiritual
teacher. This was fully ex-
emplified when after hoisting
the banner of the universal
religion of Love apd Truth in
the West the Hindu monk of
India made his trinmphal pro-
cession a generation ago from
Colombo to Almora. Rever-
ence and love to the great
Teachers of Truth is in the
very blood of the race. No
wonder then surging crowds
swelled the streets of Colombo
Fort on the great day of
Mahatmaji’s arrival to Cey-
lon. Gandhi and Khaddar
waus the talk of the day. Choirs

of children with garlands and
rose petals in their hands were
singing their songs of wel-
come.

Papers came out with glar-

ing headlines like *“Ceylon
Welcomes the Mahatma”,
“Mr. Gandhi in Ceylon—
Simple landing ceremony.
Enthusiastic welcome by large
crowds.”" Special supplements
were issued.

Inspite of the hour and the
bad weather a huge crowd
accorded a rousing reception
to Mahatma Gandhi when he
landed in Colombo on the
13th November shortly after
$-30 p. m.

The Melbourne Jetty which
was arranged for the Mahat-
ma’s private landing was
modestly decorated with flags,
pot palms and crotoms, and
the landing steps were richly
carpeted. The Labour Union
Volunteer Corps, a hundred
strong, was lined up in two
ranks forming a passage bei-
ween, and their bright red
shirts lent a touch of oriental
colour to the simple and
formal reception.

The s. s. ““Chinkoa”™ by
which the Mahatma and his
party travelled from Tuticorin
entered the harbour at about
9 p.m. Shortly after the
Master Attendant’s and the
Principal Collector’s barges
left the jetty with the follow-
ing representative members of
the Reception Committee:
Mr. A. E. Goonesinghe, Mr.
and Mrs. Geo. E. de Silva,
Mr. and Mrs. G. Thiagalin-
gam, Mr. M. A. Arulanandam,
Dr. S. Muttiah, Mr. and Mrs.
K. Sathiawagiswara lyer, Mrs.
Nagalingam, the Misses Fer-
nando, Messts. C. H. Z. Fer-
nando, T.B. Jayah, M. T. de
S. Amerasekere, A- B. Cooray,
Dr., E. V. Ratnam and Suppiah
Pillai. Shortly after 9-30 p:m.
the barges returned with the
distinguished visitor and Mrs.
Kasturba Gandhi. Mrs.
(Gandhi was the first to step
outs and she greeted those pre-
sent in Oriental fashion with
hands clasped. The frail figure
of the Mahatma, attired in a
dhboti and shawl of Khaddar
emerged soon after. Mr. P, B.
Umbichy garlanded hims

Mr, X, Pereira, the Second
Indian Member of the then
Legislative Council, was then
introduced to the Mahatma by
Mr. M. T. de S. Ameresekere.
“Oh! heis an old friend of
mine” declared Gandhiji.

“Let them introduce them-
selves to me”, he said as he
greeted those present ' with
clasped hands and quickly
proceeded between the ranks
of the Volunteer Corps who
were at the salute.

Gandhiji and Kasturba
boarded the car which was
waiting for them at the entr-
ance to the jetty. The hood
of the car was lowered to
afford a glimpse of the Mahat-
ma to the vast pgathering as-
sembled outsidee. The car
started immediately takinz the
Church Street and Leyden
Bastion Road. A call for
“three hearty cheers to Mahat-
maii "as the car started was
suppressed, but deafening
cheers greeted the visitors as
they passed through thestreets
outside the Customs.

- They proceeded direct to
‘The A1k” Cotta Road, where

they resided during their stay
in Colombo. ,

The Mahatma’s party con-
sisted of the following: Shri
Mahadev Desai Kaka Kalel-
kar, Shri Pyarelal, Shri
Jamnadas Gandhi, Shri C.
Rajagopalachari, Miss Laximi
Rajagopalachari (now Mrs.
Devadas Gandhi).

A Sight For The Gods

After formal introdoctions
the Mahatma was escorted to
the car that took him to the
“Ark” his home during his
sojourn in Ceylon. As the car
wended its way through the
Chuarch Street the Mahatma
standing in the apostolic mann-
er of St, Francis of Assissi, a
radiant smile playing upon his
face, shawl covering his body
after the Roman fashion, arms
outstretched beckoning peace
and goodwill to the countless
heads that raised their eyes to
catch a glimpse of the pgreat
Apostle of Ahimsa, was a sight
for tne gods to see.

To quote Shri Mahadev
Desai, ‘Lanka was a land
which Gandhiji in his wander-
ings of over ten vears has ever
longed to visit, no less with
the object of seeing the land
whose ravaging beauty makes
it a pearl in the islands of the
earth than for studying liviog
Buddhism at close quarters...
but the visit, when it actually
came about: happened, as
Gandhiji said to the civie
Fathers in Colombo with en-
gaging candour,to be a mercen-
ary visit."

The receptions and the wel-

ON

come that Gandhiji had from
the day of his landing at
Colombo on' the evening of the
13th could, says Mahadev
Desai, compare favourably
with the warmest and most
enthusiastic ones that Gand-
hiji has received anywhere in
India. Thousands thronged
the thoroughfares through
which Gandhiji was to pass,
and at most places crowding
had to be controlled by regul-
ating admission by tickets.
The weeks beginning the 13th
of November at Colombo till
the evening of the 29th at
Jaffna was one continuous
programme of meetings, lec-
tures, Iinterviews, visits and
collections. The Khadi collec~
tions made at Colombo,
Kurunegala, Negombo, Chi-
law, Matale, Kandy, Bandara«
wella, Badulla, Dickoya,
Nuwara Eliya, Hatton, Na-
walapitiva, Gampola, Kegals,
Ambalangoda, Balapitiya,
Galle, Matara, Godagama,
Trincomalee, Pallai, Jaffna,
Valvettiturai, Point Pedro,
Chavakacheri, Vaddukoddai,
Kayts totalled Rs. 105,000.
Ceylon admirers of the Maht-
rrl;la_ indMaiaya had sent in
their donations through the
Hindu Organ, Jaffna, and
through me whilst the Ceylon
students in London seat their
contributions to the Colombo
Reception Committee. “Cey-
lon gave Gandhiji more than
he had expected’ so wrote
Mahadev Desai. Everyone
who had helped in the success
of the tour earned the blessings
of Daridranarayan.

( To be Continued )

“—

Overhead Projector Presented

On March 9, in the office of
the High Commissioner for
Canada in Ceylon, 6, Grego-
ry’s Road, His Excellency Mr.
J. Timmerman, acting on be-
half of the Agricultural Teach-
ers’ Association of Ontario,
presented an overhead project-
or to Dr. 8. L. de Silva, De-
puty Director General of Edu-
cation ( Technical).

The projector was presented
for use in the Agricultural De-
partment of the Hardy Senior
Technical [nstitute at Am-
parai.

The overhead projector is a
teaching device used widely in
Canadian schools and univer-
sities. It enables an instructor
to reproduce and illuminate
on a large scale on a classroom
wall or ceiling a book illustra~
tion, sketch, photograph, or
slide placed in the projector.
At the same time, the project-
or is designed in such a way
that the instructor can indic-
ate with a pencil or pointer
certain features of the photo-
graph or slide which he wishes
drawn to the class’s attention.
Thus, in a greatly enlarged
comparative illustration of
two specimens of rice, for ex-
ample, 1he students will be
able to see individual grain
characteristics and thus ob-
serve in great detail how agri-
cultural techniques of fertilizer,
pesticides, etc., affect grain
aevelopment.

The Association’s choice of
the Hardy Institute as a gift
recipient devolves from the
long association between Cey-
lon and Canada ina coopera-

tive development propgram
Hardy. The lnsgtut%: waa;
named for Professor Evan
Hardy, a Canadian who lived
worked and died in Ceylon,
His efiorts have been con:
tinued through other forms of
assislance to the Institute and
through the continued pres=
ence _of Canadian Advigers
supplied through the Colombo
Plan. Mr, Oliver Mabee, a
member of the Agricultural
Teachers’ Association of Oga
tario, has been at the Institute
for the past two years.

The Association of Agricule
tural Teaphcrs of Ontag:iouils
an organisation to which moss
agricultural teachers in Onta-
rio be!ong. An affiliate of the
inarl'o Education Associa-
tion, 1t sponsors professional
development of agriculture
teachers - with annual Jocal
meetings, an annual updating
workshop at the Ontario Agri=
cultural College and special
features at the OEA meetings
held in the Easter vacation.
It also publishes 3 quarterly
“Bulletin” filled with ideas
(by and for agriculture teach-
ers), teacher helps, lists of
helpful books and articles, and
of new equipment for teaching
agriculture better.

This projector was purchas-
ed l:{y private donations from
the individual agriculture tea-
chers, encouraged through the
interest and efforts of Mr, Mur-
ray Young, formerly the Pre-
sident of the Association, and
now Inspedtor of Agricultural
Classes.

—Press Relecse
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The emerging new structure
not only of cooperative acti-
vity, but of the industrial
system asa whole is charac-
terised by large requirements
of capital. This is so because
structural improvement _ is
closely ' connected with the
utilisation of modern techno-
logy in a number of fields.
New methods in production
and distribution on the whole-
sale as well as the retail level
means heavy and time-consum-
ing investments. Capital bas
become a key factor in com-
petition. This is why long-
term planning of investment
and financing is an art of ever
increasing importance in our
.cooperative societies confront-
ed with the imperatives of
change.

More than 100 years have
elapsed since the first coopera-
tive societies started to function
on the basis of the rather
modest capital amounts which
their poor members were able
to save for this purpose. The
first Danizh consumer coopera-
tive in Thisted started to work
in 1866 with the distribution
of bread from a privats house.
In the beginning, the members
did not pay less for the bread
than [rom the private shops.
The savings on the bread price
which the cooperative was
able to get was retaibed in the
society to create funds for ac-
quiring a shop and expanding
business: On account of this
willingness of the members to
put hard needed moaney intheir
common Society, the basis was
laid for much larger saviogs
in the future.

ganisation. The estimates of
their yearly capital require-
ments exceed 100 mill. kr.

3. The consumer coopera-
tives are presently working
hard to realise & shop strocture
consisting of bigger and fewer
upits located in centres pointed
out by careful analysis of de-
mographic and economic devel-
opments. A loog step has
already been taken in this dir-
ection, but yet for some years
investments will be required
in supermarkets and depart-
ment stores amounting to ap-
proximately 150 mill: kr. per
year.

Which financial sources are
available for these huge invest-
ment needs? I shall mention
some of the most important.

Self-financiog

A high degree of self-fin-
ancing has for many years
heen typical for tbe main part
of European cooperative move=
ments. During the last few
years, there bas been—at least
in Denmark—a tendency of a
falling percentage of own capi-
tal in new investments, but
+his should be considered as a
natural consequence of a strong
expansion period.

This first method of securing
a fair financial position is to
follow a rational policy of al-
locations to depreciation and
reserve funds. The amounts
accumulated in this manner
are cheap money to work with,
even if the demand for return
on investment of these means
should not be less than “in the
open capital market. The ad-

By EBBE GROES
Danish CWS

Even if conditions since
then have changed totally in
almost every technical aspect,
it stili holds true that the
capital formation of coopera®
tion is deeply connected with
retained earnings and divi-

Awareness of this
has been a
fundamental feature through
the history of all expandingico-
operative movements and it
should not be forgotten in the
world of today with all its
complicated financial mechan-
isms,

Planning of structural
chapnges in most cases means
aiming at bigger technical or
economic units, for example,
full line supermarkets and
giant societies covering a whole
region or perhaps the whole
nation. Internationally, it
means the shaping of industrial
units producing for several
countries. In the cooperative
movements all over Western
Europe, the structural goals
have resulted in long=term in-
vestment programmes, the ful-
filment of which is a gquestion
-of time and money.

A few figures will illustrate
the amounts involved in Den-
mark: "

1. The cooperative societies
delivering fertiliser, seeds and
feeding stuffs for agriculture
are aiming at concentration in
one organisational unit. Pro-
duction and distribution centres
are going to be fewer and big-
ger. The investment need for
this is calculated to about 80
mill. kr. per year in the next
few years. »

2. The cooperative dairies
are also engaged in a plan for
.«creating one country-wide or:

vantage is that no high inter-
ests have to be paid to private
capital investors.

Cooperative managers have
the important task to convince
the board members of the
necessity ol a good consolida-
tion. In a great many Danith
consumer societies, the costs
are presently increasing sharp-
ly in propertion to turoover-
This, in turn, puts a squeeze
on the capacity to show a fair
surplus, and to pay the tradi-
tional dividend. In 1966, for
example, the Danish coopera-
tives as a whole tried to main-
tain the dividend at its usual
level, which was unfavourable
to consolidation. In 1967,
many of the cooperatives took
the consequence of the contin-
ued fall of earnings and reduced
the dividend percentage. The
main reason: I dare say, was
that the financial consultants
from F DB seriously and care-
fully advised the societies not
to weaken their position as re-
gards the yearly accounts.
The exact advice was that the
allocations for depreciation
and reserve funds should
amount to at least one per cent
of the turpnover of the society.

Another capital source be-
longing to the category of co-
operative self-financing is up-
ward adjustments of the mem-
bers’ shares. In the largest
consumer cooperative in Den-
mark, HB, for example, the
congress recently decided to
increase the share of each
member from 100 kr. to 300 kr.
This sum caan'be paid in cash,
but the usual method is to
transfera certain part of the
yearly dividend to the mem-
bers’ share accounts until they

have reached the demanded

sum-

In accordance with funda-
mental cooperative principles,
the interest payment on mem-
bers' share capital is limited to
a so called "‘normal” level. In
FDB, the maximum is 6 per
cent per annum. In HB,; the
interest on the shares follows
the interest on time deposits
in the savings banks.

Hollow Words

There has been some dis-
cussion on the determination
of the interest on shares in
cooperatives., If it is low in
relation to the general level of
interest on the money market,
there is no stimulus for the
members to invest their savings
in such shares. During a re-
cent international conference
for cooperative leaders in Paris
on finance questions, it was
proposed to offer shares in
cooperative companies for sale
on the Stock Exchange in or-
der to get more capital. This
probably can be dome in the

(Continued from our last issue)

There are various other sub-
divisions in certain castes.
For example, the Karaiyar
community is further divided
into Melongi Karaiyar, and
Keelongi Karaiyar, the upper
and the lower strata respec-
tively. These sub-divisions
again have ramified into cer-
tain other castes like the Muk-
kaiyar, Thimilar, Vadukar and
Paravar. (This list is not an
exhaustive list of thz castes in
Jaffna).

Even now sireet names and
place names in Jaffna bear the
imprint of the names of the
community staying there.
Place names like Thatchan
Thopu, Karaiyoor, Kollankal-
laddy and street names like
Thatta Theru, Cheniyar Theru,
Chiviar Theru, Kannathiddy
and Thatcha Theru are still in
usage in Jaffna.

The caste system like the
dowry system 1n Jaffpa is in-

Structural Changes in the Coop Movement

way of issuing debentures be-
aring  the same interest as
obtainable on the bond mar-
ket. You could alse choose
to reserve the debentures for
sale to members only. To
issue securities offering profit
possibilities as joint stock
companies do is not feasible
in cooperatives, if we shall
stick to our principles—which
we must. When speaking of
finances we should always keep
in mind that, within our move=
ments, capital must be regard-
ed as a cost factor and never
as a profit factor. Otherwise,
all speeches cn economic de-
mocracy will become hollow
words,

In many Danish consumer
cooperatives, loan capital is
obtained from members by
withholding part of tbe divi-
dend cn an account, which is
paid back after a certain num-
ber of years. According to the
recommended rules for the so-
cieties, the loan or dividend
account receives an interest of
5 per cent per annum.

occupations in life have now
been awakenedjto and havelen-
lightened jthemselves to claim
equal rights with the other so-
called high caste people. This
has led to the government of
Ceylon, passing an Act of Par=
liament called the Prevention
of Social Disabilities Act. The
division of castes in Jaffna and
their demarcation along parti-
cular places and streets is re-
miniscent of the post-sangam
community life of which much
evidence can be had from
“SILAPADIKARAM?’ an epic
of the post-sangam period.

Pernicious System

The other custom which
ranks second in magnitude to
the caste-system is the Dowry
system. In Jaffpa the cere-
monies and rituals connected
with marriage resemble very
much those in South India,
but match-making in Jaffna has
become a cumbersome process,
a type of business deal, with

By C.

V. REJENDRAM

tricately woven into the fabric
of the social set-up in Jaffna,
It is not necessary to probe
into the origins of these sys-
tems. But it can be establish-
ed that what was a mere divi-
sion of society in a kineship,
some 3000 years ago, hasled
to what is supposed to be an
accident of birth. Jaffna is
more caste conscious than any
other part of Ceylon. Even
now the members of the de-
pressed casie are not allowed
to worship in some leading
Hindu temples in Jaffna apart
from other acts of segregation.
The caste system has occupied
such a place in Jaffna, that it
seems impossible to separate
biologically casteism and the
Jaffna man. Situatedin close
proximity to South India, the
Tamils of Jaffna have imbibed
the customs of the South Indi-
an people with certain modi-
fications. The caste system
also, strange to say, has been
grsfted upon the Tamil cus-
toms observed by the Tamil
population of Jafina.

The so-called depressed clas-
ses of Jaffna pursuing different

the dowry system, opening its
wide jaws whenever the talk
of marriage is touched upon.
Bridegrooms are considered to
be of high value depending on
their social position, their job,
and other attributes. Their
names will be constantly spot-
lighted in crypto-matrimonial
markets. The highest bidder
will get as groom for his
daughter a Doctor or Engi-
neer, or Civil List officer who
can easily hope to get a dowry
of a home worth Rs, 75,000 to
a lakh, cash Rs: 25,000 and
jewels worth Rs. 15,000. There
are instances where nearly 2
lakhs were given as dowry to
doctors. Because of this per-
nicious dowry system, many
unmarried girls in Jaffna are
languishing in their homes
counting their years. The dow-
ry system is perpetrated in
Jaffna by virtue of a very
strong custom which has been
in usage some thousands of
years in Jaffna.

The fixing of the dowry is
the most important aspect of
marriages in Jaffoa, The wed-
ding day is decided by the 2s-

Members’ savings accounts .
play only a modest role within‘:
the Danish retail societies.
The town society, HB, bas,
however, established a savings -
department for its memberse
Savings certificates are issued -
and bear an interest which is/
% per cent above the ‘discount'!
rate of Denmark’s National!
Bank. The deposits can be'
withdrawn by members giving
at least three months' notice. -
In Sweden and Norway, the!
degree of self-financing throtgh 4
members’ savings deposists is
a good deal more advanced
than in Denmark. Furtherin=
formation about the practical:
methods to obtain members’ -
savings deposits can be secured
directly from the KF in
Sweden and NKL in Norways!

If the financing by members
is included in the concept of
self-inancing, the following
figares for the degree of finan-
cial self-support are obtained:

(Continued on page 7)
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The Customs of ihe faffna Tamils

trologers. This auspicious day
and hour iscalled the “MUs
HURTHAM?”, In Jaffna, the
legal registration of marriage:
takes place before the religi-
ous ceremonies. The religious,
ceremonies connected with the-
marriage are conducted by,
experienced Brahmins known

as Kurukkalmar, who officiate:
donning colourful clothes and.
other paraphernalia as in.
South India where a sacrificial:
fire is produced over which!
Sanskrit slokas are recited..
The Tali tying ceremony by
the Bridegroom is the climax

of the ceremony. “

In Jaffna, though caste se-
Zregation in practised, certain
castes are mobilized on wed-
ding and funeral occasions, On'
the wedding day when the bride~'
groom’s party leaves his house,
to go for the grand finale of
the marriage ceremony. THE
TALI, KOORAI, SAREE,
THE TOILET REQUISITES,.
MIRROR and other valuables
to be given to the bride, are
taken in a brass tray, by the
the barber.}With the barber, the
dhoby also goes to the bride’s’
house. This practice is upheld
by custom. The whole ritual
of marriage ends after ‘the
third day of marriage on which
day the bride leaves the bride-
groom’s house to the house of"
her parents. This ceremony
is called Fourth Wedding
(NAALAM SADANGU) in
Jaffna.

Like the marriage ceremon=
ies, funeral rituals are replete
with custom in Jaffna, On a’
funeral day, the petty animo-
sities among the kith and kin
are shattered and all volunteer
to do some form of help. The
funeral house in Jaffna dis-
plays the ancient folk heritage
of the Tamils in Jaffna. Wo-
men inmates of the house dis-
play high emotion, and this is
given vent, by the women sing-
ing folk songs known as *OP-
PARI” in Jaffna. The OP-
PARI, like other folk songs of
Jaffna display intense pathos’
while employing meaningful
words in rthythmic modulation.
These are sung in melancholy
folk tunes which will ‘'make

(Continued on page |7)
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Recoveries Encouraging

The recoveries uader the
pew Agricaltural Credit
Scheme have been good, said
Mr- T- Kandaswamy, ACCD
Jaffoa South, presiding at a
conference of MPCS Uagions
and Societies in jaffna South.

He stressed that they
ghould repay their loars ¢ there
was no question of writiog
them off: There was oo law,
he said, to prevent farmers
from selling their paddy out:
gides It was the might of
every cultivator to get the
bighest possible price for his
produce- But, in the interests
of the society, members who
gold their paddy outsides
ghould pay it the commission
it would have normally got
wnder the GPS: He pointed
out that the majerity of so-
cieties in the area were losing
pecause their turnover was
got enough. Unless the so-

cieties were saved from col-
lapse, the private trader weuld
re establish his sovereignty,
he waioed.

Mr. R- Rajaratoam, Presi-
dent NDCF, explained the
tole dof the Northern Federa-
tion and said it was the voice
of the Northern c-operatorse
He assured them that it would
do everything in its power to
help solve their problems. He
aprealed to them to put their
cavirgs in the Cocp Bank and
help strengthen it.

Mr. R.C. S. Cooke, Vice-
President NDDCF, pointed out
that in Japan, agricultural co-
operatves did not borrow from
cutside sovrces- Their exam-
ple was worthy of emulation.
Societies here ghould try to
cut down outside loans by
building up their reserves. He
stressed that sell-help is the
basis of a cooperative society-:

ﬂ

Commission Impressed by
Indian Movement

The Cooperative Commis-:

gion which recently toured In-
dia has been impresseo by the
tremenJous development that
has taken plsce in the Coop-
grative Movement in India,
accoidiog to a news report.

The report goes on to say
that what bad 1mpressed them
most was the important place
given to the Cooperative
Movement in the development
plans of the ccuatry, and the
arrangements made for imple-
meniation of the tchemes thr-
ough various cooperative or-
ganisations. They were also
impressed by the close colla-
boration beiween the govern-
ment organisations and ihe
mon-official cooperative sector

hrough a co-ordinated devel-
opment plan. KRecent devel.
opments in icdia were a reve-
lation to them of the possibi-
lities of economic and social
progress in adeveloping coun-
try through a well planned
scheme of cooperalive devel-
opm:nal.

During their two-week tour
of India, the Commission took
a quick Jook at a goud cross-
section of the Indian Coopera-
tive Movemeut from the na-
tional level to the village level.
T hey also had discussions with
the Usnion Food Minister Mr.
Jagjivan Ram, Mr. M. S. Gu-
rupadaswamy, Mioister of
State for Co.peration, and
leading cooperators.

#-

Coops Should Deal Only With Members

Cooperative Societics should
transact business only with
members.

This is one of the sugges-
tions mede by Mudaliyar D.
M. Gunasekera, Vice-Presi-
dent N. W. P, Cooperative
Credit Union, in his Memo-
gancum to the Cooperative
Commission.

He has siressed that Coop-
erative Credit Societies should
be revived. He rpoints out
that these Credit Societies
were the foundziion of the
Moven ent and bad helped to
spread cooperative principles
.emong the people: it was orly
in the Credit Sccieties that
those principles existed today.
He otjecis to treding and
credit being done by one and
the same scciety. .

Some of the other ‘remedies’
he has suggested are: @ Inde-
perdepce of the movement
from Government control
® Cocperative Education with
@ moral b:ckground @ Eo-
couragement for honest leader-
ghip ® Establistment of more
( ooperative Barks: the Co-
operative Banks already ab-
gorbed by the People’s Bank
should be hapded back to the
Movement @ The Movement
{o tske over the auditing of
cooperative societies ® In ad-
dition to tke by- laws, the fram-
ing of mcdel working rules for
.all societies.

Expanding on these pro-
‘posals, the Mudaliysr states
that in order to ensure the
independence of the Move-
ment, the Cooperative Dep-
artment should be brought

under the control of the Co=
operative Federation of Ceyl-
on, while existing intact. Ac-
cordirg to his scheme, the
District Urnion will work in
tne ACCD’s office ard the
ACCD will function under the
Dustrict Upion Directorate,
He points out that responsi-
bility should not be divorced
from power. Since the Co-
operative Federanon ot Ceyl-
on is responsible for the Co-
operative Movement, 1be
powers of the Cooperative
) ‘epartment thould be vested
in the Cooperative Federation,

He also emphasises that the
Goverrment should consult
the Coopeiative Federation
before any important decision
affecting the Movement is
taken.

He wants all political speech-
g8 prohibited at cooperauve
meelings without leaving it to
the good sense of thespeakers.

The Mudaliyar suggests that
the 4,000 exising credit :0-
cieties be revived and 10,000
Cooperative Credit Socicties
be established : these will col-
lect deposits on a self help
basis. He poinis out that a
pew system of Cooperative
Credit bas been evolved and
put into practice at Nawala:
this system could be adopted
elsewlere, if necessary. He
deplores the indifference of
the District Upions and the
Cooperative Liepartment (o
Credit Sogieties which “‘are
neglected and suppressed to
such an extent that even Mem-
bers’ Pass Books and Forms
have to'be prinied by the so-

A History of
Tamil Literature

This volume* is the first part
of an ambitious project that
M. L. M. Somasundarampiliai
has set his heart on, So far
as I know this is the second
effort to present in English a
conspecius of Tamil Litera-
ture. | remember looking in-
to a more elementary story in
English of Tamil Literature
by Mr. S. Pooranalingam Pil-
lai that appeared about thirry
years ago. Mr. Somasunda-
rampillai does not merely tell
a story, but illustrates his
theses with appropriate cita-
tions from the texts he is ana-
lysing. His approach is in
tune with contemporary trends
in literary evalution found in
Western countries. Since this
is: but the beginning of a new
direction the probe does not
go deep enough. Literature
is not a thing apart, self-
existent and self sustaining.
It springs up and grows in
a socio- political-economic mi-
lieu. Not only does it reficct
the ideologies in whose midst
it is born ard grows. lis
values are often determined
by these fcrces. It also in
varying measure criticises the
values it sees flourishing in
society. There is literature of
conformism as well as of re-
volt. The two need not be
rigidly segregated. The two
trends thcugh logically anti-
thetic can and do coexist in
man and his handiwork.

Mr. Somasundsrampillai’s
chapter on the socio-economic
life of the Sapgam period is
more factual than analytic,
To the present reviewer at
least a more searching analysis
would have been welcome.
But within the goals he has
set himself, the chapter is
comprehensive. Religion,
ritual, agriculture, sea-power,
archaeological finds, com-
merce including foreign com=
merce, are ail presented with
a sure touch.

Tolkappiyar and Tiruvallu-
var are played up ad nauseam
in all manner of contexis:
whether the particular con-
texts can accommodate these
two worthies is seldom taken
into account bty mapy who
trot out these names in season
and out of season., A mem-
ber of the Literal party in
Gladstone’s time, says in his
reminiscences that whenever
he got stuck in the course of
a political speech, all he had
to do was to utter the word
*Gladstone’ ; the'appiause that
greeted the word, gave him
time to think out what he had
to say next. I have a suspi-
cicn that many Tamil orators
play the same trick by trotting
out the names of Tiruvalluvar
and Tolksppiyar—the former
in particular. This is an aside;
Mr. Somasundarampillai is
neither guilty of nor respon-
sible for such exploitation of
these names rightly revered by
Tamils and others who possess
Tamil scholarship. Oae point

cieties themselves; account
books cannot be obtained
easily.”

W hile emphasising the need
to prepare Model Working
Ru'es for MPCS to prevent
malpr clices, he states that
Working Rules for controlling
the Commiitee Members and
Directors of Unions are ab-
solutely necessary

He strongly emphasises that
integration of societies will be
the beginning of the end of
Cooperation in Ceylon,

implicit in Caldwell’s temark
on Tolkappiyam *“Whatever
its antiquity may be, it must
have been preceded by many
centuries of literary’ culture,
1t lays down rules for different
kinds of compositions, which
must have been deduced from
examples furnished" (italics
mine) seems to have been
missed by those devotees
of Tolkappiyam who in-
sist on the 20th century
speakers and writers of Tamil
going back to the patterns of
usage presented by Ilolkap-
piar. What Caldwell imp ies
is that Tolkappiam also wus
descripiive grammar. It ga-
thered, descrited and com-
mented on the patterns cur-
rent in Tolkappiyar's time,
Ergo, the 20th century is also
entitled to regard the prevail-
ing patterns as ‘correct’. A
feud over ‘grammatical [amil’
very like the controvcrsy now
raging over *Sammata Sinhala’
has been simmering under the
surface for some tine, and
can burst into flame any time.
This is more than the usual
battle between the traditional-
ist and the innovetor. This
kind of cooflict is inevitable in
countries which emerged out
of a long spell of colonial
rule, for during colonial rule
their languages were totally
isolated from the dynamic for-
ces shaping history in the out-
side world and acquired an
antiquarian flavour which is
hard to shake.

Tolkappiyar’s anticipation
of the findings of 20th century
linguistics is discussed exten-
sively: the phonemes of a
langrace which are described
as significant classes of speech
gounds in terms of whichalone,
an organisation of the des-
criptive speech sounds of any
language is possible (P.51).
Modern students of linguistics
are struck by the fact that the
description of Phonemes found
in the Tolkappiyam tallies
with the findings of modern
linguistics. 1 bave a vague
recollection of reading some-
thing like this in Daniel Jones’
book on the Phomeme. Let
me end up with a confes<ion.

Lighters Leased to PCC

The Jaffna District Coop-

erative Harbour Services Uni-

on has leased out 9 lighters to-

the Port Cargo Corporation
(Trincomalee). | here's alikeli--
hood that the contract, which:
isfor 6 months, will beex-
tended.

The lease brings in Rs. 10,
0C0y- monthly to the Union.

Office Bearers

The following were elected!
office-bearers o! the Northern
Province Coop Priating and
Publishing Society at the 15'h
Avpual General Meeting beld
recently : Messrs- S. K. Thi-
raviapaysgam '‘President)
Mudlr: C. Muttutamby ard’
R: C. S. Crole (Vice Presi-
dents), C. M. Markandu (Sec-
retary ), A Veerasingham (Asst:
Secretary) and R. Velauthar
(Treasurer)

Branch Office
at Mannar

The Northern Province
Fishermen’s Cooperative So-
cieties Union will shortly open
a branch office at Mannar,
with the help of the Mannar
District Cooperative Union
and the ACCD, Mannar,

The opening of this branch
office will help to expzdite
the export of beche de mer
and chank from Mannar.

I have no manner of claim for
deep scholarship in Tamil

Only, among my intellectual

interests are Tamiliana. Iy
simply will not do for Tamils
to be smacking their lips over
the excellences of their litera-
ture. Others too 1 ust have a
chance to savour them, even
at second hard and assess
their virtues. Therefore Mr.
Somasundarampillar’s  effork
to tell the story of the birth
and growth of Tamil literature
in 2 world language like Eng=
lish, is'a praisewortty invest-
ment of time, scholarship and
money.

* Published by the author.

Sales
Publishing Society, Broadway,
Madras.

S-HL.Ps

Services in Eravurpattu.

Eravurpatta M.P.C.S. Union Ltd.,
Chenkaladi

We are ;:—Agenis of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Ltd,

»» s Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

»» s Peopie’s Bank in Pawn Broking,
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government,

W holesale and retail dealess in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

Phone 28 Eravur.

EARN AN EASY
: RS, 150/- PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Bhawlis, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs,
Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

Avatlable In lovely designs and enchanting colours ai

Jaffna Co-operative Textile
Societies Union,

10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA,

Pillow Cases,

Agency, Siddhanta @l

&
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Structural Changes in the
Coop. Movement

(Continued from page 5)

In Sweden: 67 per cent of
the consolidated balance total
of the central orgauisation,
KF, and the retail societies.

In Norwayt 41 per cent of
the total balance of the central
organisatior, NKL, and 67 per
cent of the balance of the re-
tail societies.

In Denmark t 46 per cent of
ihe balance of FDB, and 50
per cent of the balance of the
retail societies.

Capital from External Sources

The planning for dynamic
change throughout the coop-
erative sector cannot, however
be financed by own capital
and members’ saviogs only.
Outside loan resources have

to be taken into acconnt by

the preparation of the finance
budgets.

First of all, long-term loan
eapital is obtainable Irom the
credit associations lending on
first, second and perhaps third
mortgages. Secondly, there is
the possibility of getting money
from the cooperative insurance
companies. Especially in Nor-
way, this possibility has been
realised to a very large extent,
In this connection, the pension
funds are also an important

.source of capital in the bigger

-4 pecial

cooperative enterprizes.
Thirdly, there are the
savings banks, also lending on
long term against mortgages
in 1eal property, and the ordin-
ary commercial baoks, primar-
ily working with short-term
financing of current assets. In-
stead of giving security in pro-
perty, money can be obtained

at the banks against guarantees

from  cooperative societies.
This requires solidarity anda
spirit of collaboration from the
societies joining the guarantee
arrangement. 'n Denmark. a
considerable number of pro-
jects for new supermarkets and
self cervice stores has been
financed through such arrapge-
ments coordinated through a
institation carrying

ename “The consumer co-
operative societies’ Guarantee
and Credit Fund”. The fin-
ancial support made possible
‘throogh this fundso far exceeds
20 mill. kr.

The State does not partici-
pate in the financing of struc.
‘tural change in Danish coop-
‘eration. One of the exceptions
is state support to the buildicg
of cooperative stores in Green-
Jand, Another is state grants
fior the consultant service in
FDB and private organisations.
‘The consultants play an im-
portant role in the realisation
of new shop projects and in
the endeavours to improve effi-
ciency throughout the distri-
bution chain. A recent statute
promises state guarantees for
liabilities of financing institutes

stablished by retailer associa-
ions. So far, the consumer
cooperatives have not needed
such state guaiantees. Lastly,
it can be mentioned that coop-
eratives bave had their part of
cheap loans from a Marshall-
Fund for shop modernisation,

Loans from foreign countries
are a capital source of increas-
ing importance. As an exam-
pleofScandinavian cooperation,
I should like to mention the
substantial credits obtained
from the Bank of America
agaiost joint guarantees from
the cooperative wholesale or-
ganisations in the Scandina-
Viap countries. These credits

are channelled through the
Scandinavian Cooperative
Wholesale Society's daughter
company in San Francisco and
have especially been utilised
by FDB as a consequence of
rather bigh interest levels on
the Danish capital market.

This survey of cooperative
chpital sources should not be
ended without mentioning the
Ioternational Cooperative
Baok in Switzerland. This
Baok has a5 its purpose to
promote collaboration between
its members in the field of in-
ternational banking, finance
and credit and to assist coop-
erative organisations all over
the world in their expansion
and development, for example,
by financially supporting the
rationalisation of their merch-
andising and production opera-
tions. The Bank acts as an
ordinary commercial Bank.
The stockholders comprise 32
cocperative organisations and
Banks with special interest in
the development of cooperative
activity. The stockholders
come from 16 countries inside
and outside FEurope. The
Bank’s total balance amounts
to about 300 mill, Swiss francs,
and it is steadily expanding its
ac'ivities.,

Utilisation of Capital
Resources

The problem of capital for
structural development is not
only a question of getting the
fioancial means from internal
and external scurces; but to
utilise the means in the most
economical way. s

Two of the biggest items in
the balarce sheet of consumer
cooperatives are credits to
members and stocks. Capital
need for merbers’ debts can
be reduced by the introduction
of full cash payment. So far,
this bas been done in 1,100 of
Denmark’s 1,800 cooperative
retail societies. Costs can be
reduced and capital liberated
by increasing the rate of in.
ventory turnover.

These and other eflorts to
improve tbe elficiency of capi-
tal utilisation require a close
collaboration between the
local societies and the central
scciety: One of the main re-
asons for structural concen=
tration is the possibility to
make better use of the total
financial resources of the move-
ment. This is why the Danish
cooperatives in diflerent trades
try to co-ordinate in invest-
ments decisions—and altimate-
ly to centralise them. The
risk of fatal investment failures
iS over-hanging if this coor-
dination is not snccessful,

In the consumer coovera-
tion, for example, investments
must be properly balanced bet-
ween the requirements of the
retail level, the wholesale dis-
tribution system and the pro-
duction facilities. Further
more, the expansion of turn-
over following structural im-
provements draws new capital
needs in the form of increases
of stock and other current as-
sets at all levels. Theoreti
cally, there is at any time an
optimal allocation of capital
on the different demands. In
practice, this allocation cannot
be realised, but it can be ap-
proximated by overall judge-
ments of the capital situation
of the movement,

Electronic data processing
and improved methods of ap.
alysiz and economic control
provide the management with

The Customs of the

Jaffna Tamils

(Continued from page 5)

even the most stubborn mas-
culine bearts melt.

Colourful

The funeral procession like
the marriage procession is very
colourful. The coffin is placed
in a cage-like structure, called
the “Thandikai” or the **Paa-
dai” and is taken to the ceme-
tery accompanied by the music
of the *PARAI” a kind of
Drum, resembling the “MU-
RASU”. This drum is played
by the members of the so-
called paraiyar caste. Because
of this, this drum is known as
the “PARAI MFELAM” in
Jafina, Some processions in-
clude a set of vocal musicians
who sing devotional songs on
the way to the cemetery. While
the procession isin progress,
it is customary to throw loose
coins on the path of the pro-
cession. This is done in order
to appease the soul in its cray-
ing for wealth,

Apart from the colourful
customs and the soul-stirring
spectacles of the marriage cere-
monies and funeral houses in
Jaffna, the social life of the
Tamils is enmeshed in a myri-
ad of beliefs, astrological
faiths, religious fanaticism,
folk customs ete.

The Tamils of :Jaffna have
implicit faith in astrology,
Their day to day life isinfla.
enced to a considerable extent
by the belief in astrology.
Jafina is the pioneer in the
production of the '‘ALMAN-
AC” (Panchangam) in the
whole of Ceylon. Belief in
astrology was established in
Jaffna some 600 years ago,
when research wasdone in this
field. The customs of the
Jaffna people are distinct from
the customs of the South In-
dian Tamils, though essential-
ly the culture is similar. The
facts presented above denote
that Jaffna must have been in
the zenith of pure SANGAM
culture about 3000 years ago.

(Text of a paper vead at the All
India Oriental Conference XXIV

Session heid at Varanasi in October
1968).

UNION FORMED

Mr. M. K. Sellarajah has
been elected President of the
newly formed Thampalakama
Pattu Purana Lands Cultiva-
tion Committees’ Union.

Mr. Sellarajah said that this
was the first Union to be form-
ed in the Trincomalee District.
If it functioned efficiently, the
problems of the cultivators
could be solved. He assured
them that he would spare no
pains to meet the needs of the
cultivators—a neglected lot.

The following were elected
office- bearers: Messrs, M. K.
Sellarajah (President), M. I.
Ibrahim (Vice-President), K.
Sivasubramaniam (Secretary),
and M. Murugupillai (Treas-
urer). Messrs. K. Sivasegar-
am, V. Ponnudurai, K, Sella-
durai and S. Packeerthas were
elected to the Committee.

new tools for better adminis-
tration of capital use and fin-
ancial budgeting. Skill in
workiog with these tools pro-
bably will be more important
in future competition than the
Procurement of the peeded

capital itself,
—ICA Journal

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Indus Valley Script
Deciphered
Dear Sir,

The following coatribution
by the Editor “Journal of la-
mil Studies” to the Madras
Hindy of 3-3-69 and also the
news item in the same paper
of 26-2-69 pertaining to the
Indus Valley Script will I think
interest your readers,

The Editor “Journal of Ta-
mil Studies” in his communi-
que says “Apropos the Copen-
hagan annouacement that Fin-
nish Scholars have succeeded
in ideotifying the Indus Valley
(otherwise known as Harappa-
Mohenjo Daro) script, it
would appear that a similar
identification has almost sim-
ultaneouily been made bya
Russian team working inde-
pendently, as will be seen from
the following extract from a
letter received from a Russian
Scholar in Moscow: *“| am
happy to inform you thata
group of Leningrad scholars
engaged in the study o! the
Proto-Indian script wrote to
me that they would like to
offer to the “Journal of Tamil
Studies” three of four papers
on the problem. By using pro-
gressive computers and other
progressive techniques they
seem to have proved that the
language of the Proto-Indian
script actually belongs to the
Dravidian stock. I have re-
quested them to send their
papers to Mr. A. Subbiah®,

The credit of the original
suggestion that the Indus Val-
ley Script represents a Proto-
Dravidian language should of
course go to the late father H,
Heras, a Spanish Jesuit, who
spent eighteen years trying to
decipher the script. He had
planned to publish his findings
in two or three volumes and
actually published the first
volume but before he could
publish the rest he unfortu-
nately died. Scholars at the
time were reluctant o treat his
identification ofthe Indus Val-
ley script with Dravidian as
proved, in the absence of con-
firmatory evidence such as bi.
lingual inscriptions etc.

There is a peculiar appro-
priateness in Finnish scholars
deciphering 1he script, as
scholars havediscovered signi=
ficant afficities between the
Dravidian and the Finno-Ug~
ric family eof languages, 1he
latter being distinct from the
Indo-European'’,

The news item in the same
Paper of 25.2.69 is also of
great interest, “A team of
Finnish Scientists yesterday
announced that they had suc.
ceeded in deciphering— by lo-
gic, intuition and computer—
the language of India’s ancieng
Indus Valley civilisation thas
vanished about 4,000 years ago
and left a mysterious legacy of
thousands of inscriptions on
beautifully carved seals,

The team, sponsored by the
Scandinavian Institute of Asi-
an Studies here, said the break-
through came onlythree weeks
ago, and provided a key thad
threw open the doorsto a new

voderstanding of the Indus
people.

“Our key already gave the
answer to the mystery of the
origin of the Hindu caste 8ys~
tem™, said Dr. Asko Parpola,
one of the four Finnish re-
searchers on the team. *It is
also proved for certain thas
the bearers of the Indus cul-
ture were Dravidian®,

The Deciphered Indus ins-
eriptions showsd that the caste
system existed long before the
Aryans swarmed into India,
The gaste system was governed
by religious 1a>00s against
pollution of body and soul,
which also helped to explain
the prominence of big publie
baths in the ancient Indus
civilisation,

Yours faithfully,
J. R.SINNATHAMBY,

7-3-69,
SN R,
AGM In April
The Annual General Meet-
ing of the Kankesanturai-My-

liddy Fishermen’s Coop So-
c'ety will be held on 9.4.69,

Address

Retail Shop at :

JAFFNA M.P.C.S, UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Miik-foofls, Grocerles,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna,

15/1, Power House Road, Jafina.

253 F ront Stfmt.

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery
Jaffna District

ea-ope&affm Harbour Getoices

UYnion L8

® STEVEDORES AGENTS

JAFFNA,

® LANDING CONTRACTORS
® FORWARDING AGENTS

Telephone Ne, 590
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& THough the Jaffna District
Cooperative ‘Harbour Services
Union worked less ships this
‘time during the Jaffna season
(which stretches from the lat-
ter part of December to early
April), the total earnings are
sxpected to be about the same
as last year’s —nearly 7 lakhs
The reason is that though few-
er ships called at Jafipa this
time, the tonnage handled is
almost the same as last sea-
son’s: '

' “The Fishermen'’s
Only Salvation’

- Cooperation is the only sal-
vation for fishermen. It is
only through Cooperation that
they can free themselves eco-
pomically from the clutches of
the mudalali. This Society has
proved the truth of this state-
ment.

. So said Mr. S. Stanislaus,
President Northern Province
Fishermen’s Cooperative So-
¢ieties Union, speaking ata
meeting of the Erukkulampid-
dy Chank and Beche de Mer
Cooperative Society.The meet-
ing was held to mark the dis-
tribution of profits to mem-
bers.

Mr. S. Kathirgamanathan,
Govt, Agent, Mannar, congra-
sulated the Society and said it
was a red-letier day in its his-
tory. '

Janab M, B. A. Jabbar, Ad-
ministrative Secretary, appeal-
ed to the authorities to see
that divers were helped to bet-
ter their lot,

Mr. V. L. C. Pietersz, Asst.
Director of Fisheries, assured
the fishermen that the Dept.
would give them all possible
assistance. He stressed that
it was only through Coopera-
tion they could forge ahead,

Janab N.S.M. Kenadu, Dis-
trict Fisheries Officer, outlined
the assistance given to fisher-
men by the Government. He
appealed to the fishermen 1o
make the best use of it.

Mr. V. Mahendran, ACCD
Madnnar and Janab 0. K. Sey-
nul Abdeen, President, Man-
nar Coop District Union, also
spoke. Several departmental
heads also addressed the gath-

?ring.

. No Shortfall in Rev
©'“.Less Ships Worked . T

-~ Last time the Union worked
7 ships. ~ This season it has so
far 'unloaded 4 ships. The
breakdown is as follows: Nov.
10—Dec.' 24, ' gypsum ship
(9,375 tons);1 Feb. 2—14, flour
ship (5,780 tons) ; Feb. 17—25
flour ship (6,945 tons). This
ship was unloaded in record
time,— 8 days—with over 1,000
tons being unloaded three days
running. The ship' being cur-
rently. worked is -a rice ship
(8,419 tons). Work began on

enue AFhbugh!

March 4th and is expected to
fipish in a fortnight. Informed
sources state that unloading
could be finished before sche-
dule if not for the fact that,
owing to the heavy load, the
ship has anchored almost off
Delft.

. The rice ship being current-
ly unloaded may be the last
ship to call at Jaffna for this
season. Operations might
shift to Kankesanturai during
the latter part of this month.

Gfie Local Scene

Spuds The Craze Now

What with potato cultiva-
tion being so profitable, it’s
but natural that more and
more Jaffna farmers should
turn to growing spuds.

A few years ago if anyone
had predicted that potatoes
would be grown in Jaffna, he
would have been looked upon
as a lunatic. But the indus-
trious Jaffna farmer has done
the impossible, with the gingle-
mindedness so characteristic
of him.

The only snag is that in the
haste to make quick profits,
some farmers are pulling up
the potatoes prematurely. This
impairs the keeping quality
and might eventually damage
the reputation of Jaffna pota-
toes.

The potato farmer seems to
prefer to deal with the private
trader than the cooperative,
even when the market price
falls below the GPS price.
There are many factorsinvolv-
ed and it’s up to the Move-
ment to evolve a suitable
scheme of cooperative mar-
keting which will wean the
farmer away from the private
wrader. It’s time the Move-
ment wrested the initiative in-
stead of letting things drift.

In the Limelight

The Jaffna farmer was in the
limelight recently when island-
wide statistics showed that
Jaffna had breasted the tape
first in the race to recover
loans given under the new
Agricultural Credis Scheme.

The Jaffna farmer is not

1

Minder for “O

(b)

in Printing.

ence.

57, Main Street,
Jaffna. 14-3-69.

WANTED—MACHINE-MINDER

Applications are called for the post of Machine-
iginal Heidelberg Double Demy Auto-
matic Cylinder Printing Machine.”

1. Age: 25 to 45 years.
! 2. Qualifications :—
’ (2)

S.S.C. (English) with experience in operating
Automatic Cylinder Machines
or
1.5.C. (English) with technical qualifica-
tions and experience in operating Auto-
matic Cylinder Printing Machines.

3. Preference will be given to applicants who have
certificates of the City and Guild examinations

4, Salary: according to qualifications and experi-

Applications to be seat by Registered Post to
reach undersigned on
copies of Testimonials and certificates.

N.P. Coop. Ptg. & Publishing Society Ltd.,

or before 31-3-69 with

C, M. Markandu
Hony. Secretary.

" Surveyed by RAJ

only repaying the loans, he’s
making good use of them,
Last year, for instance, Jaffpa
supplied nearly 4% lakhs cwts.
ofred onions —about 9 months
supply for the whole island.
The total production of red
onions in Jaffna would have
been about .0 per cent more
than the amount supplied to
the CWE. It has been esti-
mated thar red onion pro-
duction in the rest of the is-
land would have been about
ten thousand cwts.

Loudspeaker Menace

It’s hardly possible to walk
in the Grand Bazaar nowadays
without being blared at by
sweep ticket sellers and me-
dicine vendors — the one
offering a colossal fortune for
a few cents and the othera
panacea for all illnesses. Who
wouldn’t like to win a fortune
or be free from illness ?

1 don’t know what the law
about loudspeakers is. Bat
something can and must be
done to save our poor, much-
abused ear-drums.

Pardon, Your Slip is Showing

What has come over the
Thinakaran and the Daily
News? Not being satisfied
with retailing mouldy stories,
they’re getting their geography
mixed up too.

The Thinakaran recently
front-paged a story about a
big fraud ina Coop Bank in
the Eastern Province. I hate
to throw a spanner in the
works, but the frand was de-
tected years ago, though the
Thinakaran may have stumbled
on to it only recently. Hot
news, my foot!

The crowning howler is the
Daily News version. In trans-
lation, the East has been trans-
muted into the North! The
Editor should present his re-
porters and subs with a map
of Ceylon. They badly need
it.

ST AT T

Chanks, Beche de Mer
Bring in Forei¢n
Exchange

The export of chanks and
beche de mer has brought in
over Rs, 13 lakhs foreign ex-
change so far this year.

The Northern Province Fish-
ermen’s . ooperative Societies
Union has already exported
Rs. 25,000/ worth of chanks
to Calcutta and Rs. 132,000/-
worth of beche de mer to Sin-
gapore, this year.

The Union is planning to
send nearly 50,000 lbs. of
beche de mer to Singapore be-
fore the end of this month.
This is expected to net nearly
Rs. 75,000/- in foreign ex-
change. '

Jéfﬁla COOPeranve Triﬁhin_g' School

Cooperative Empl
I_ligher._L_eﬂcl—Qc_mher,f
2ud Division « 1 -
M. Pathmanathan
S. Aiyathurai :

‘3rd Division
Nil
Referred

oyeeé Cartiﬁpate Examination
1968 : '

&

E Subramaniam—Accounts I & Accounts 11

S. Markandu—Aceounts [ & Management

V. Nirmalanathan—Cooperation

M. Vamathevan—Accounts I, Accounts Il & Management
R. Nadarasalingam—Cooperation, Auditing & Mapagement

Completed
T. Kandasamy

Ordinary Level—November, 1968

2od Division

S. Thirupiragasam

S. Emmanuel

3rd Division

K. Thiruchelvavinaya-

gamoorthy
K. Amirthasingam

K. Ganeshamoorthy
T, Kanagasabapathy
T. Theiventhirampillai
V. Sarvasakthivel

V. Kunchuthambi

P. Rajakulendran

S. Sittampalam

S. Kanapathipillai

S. Thirukumar

A. Nagarajah

K. Nesarajah

A. Ponnampalam

V. Murugupillai

S, Nagarajah

N. Kanagasabapathy
S. Stanislaus

M. Balasubramaniam
Completed

K. Revathy
V. Pushparanee

S. Tharmarajah
R. Thanabelaratnam

Referred

S. Shanmugavadivel—Secretarial
. Practice
S. Panchalingam—Business

Management

S. Nagarajah—Secretarial

Practice

R. Nagarajah—Business Man-

agement

S. Thiravivanayagam—Coop-
eration & Business Management
S. Theivathanayaki—Business

Management
S. Subramaniam—Secretarial
- Practice
A. Selvanathan—Secretarial
Practice

A. Arokiapathan—Book Keep-
ing & Secretarial Practice .

A. Thirugnanasampanthar
K. Rajaratnam

Junior Level—September, 1968

Passes

S. Thanabalasingham
M, Maheswaran

V. Sothilingam

P. Mahadevan

P, Kamalanathan

P, Kanagaratnam

T. Sivaganeshamoorthy
P. Ramachandran

T. Chandrabos

M. Sriskandarajah
M. Daniel
Referred

S. Mahadevan

S. Nallathamby
N. Sabanathan

S. Ganesh

Completed
S. Selvaratnam

FIXED DEPOS

and 43%, respectively.

(2) From 1-11-1967,
of interest payable will

(3) For Cooperative

of interest charged is
is allowed.

(Nelliady) —Chava

59, MAIN

INVEST your SAVINGS in— )

THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTD.

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 1%%,
23% and 339, respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the rate of 3% is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily. .

is a minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/- or over.

interest payable will be 43%.

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 3%%.

PAWN BROKING
Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches.

jaffna——Pa.ranthan—_-Chunnakam——Point Pedro

—Vali East (Averangal).
Head Office :

ITS

over
LT3
4%

in the case of Institutions, the rate
be 4% for the month in which there

Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

The rate
10% and Repayment by Instalments

Branches : :

kachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts

STREET, JAFFNA.

Printed' by Nicholas J

Street, Jaffna and published

Pedegation Led., No. 12 & 1

ames at St- Joseph's Catholic Press, Main
by the Northern Division Co-wpemative
4, Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffnas 15-3-1969
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