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V. Velop Pillai ...... ...Chavakachchery sl
A A. Chidambars Pillai Puloly Wast L1
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JAFFNA.

Always in stock alldmportant English
Medicines and drugs, Fixed Reasonable
rates for wholesale and retail,

@ aalay Loms 56T,
~F-

s Sssmren pwsedar s mas Fa
B srmaidll g & wrl g Qudiatr
ule Qrpps Carmeararw, ditn dassrsiu
tn, & 2 eie,
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NOTICE.
-
DURAI & CO:

CHEMISTS, DRUGGISTS, AND GENERAL
MERCHANTS.
VICTOGRIA BALL, CHETTY STREET
JAFFNA.

Beg to inform the public and the Me-
dical profession that they have just un-
packed a large and varied consignment of
chemicals and drugs of the British
Pharmacopoeia, both Official and not
Official, with a well selected supply of
Patent Medicines, directly imported from
a well-known European Firm.

The Dispensary Department is in the
charge of an efficient hand. Prescriptions
are compounded, at low rates, promptly
and accurately.

There is attached to their premises an
Out~Door Dispensary under the manage-
ment of an experienced Medical practi-
tioner, who can be consulted at all hours
of the day, free.

For Exeellence and cheapness, their
goods are unrivalled,

A Trial order Solicited—

THE IIINDU
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*OUR NEW GOVERNMENT AGENT.
———s
No. iI1
Another most important, question that deserves
the careful and immediate consideration of oup

uew Government Agent is the question of the

introduction of local sell-government info this
Provinee. The chief object of the Municipali-
ties Ordinance, the Lioeal Boards Ordinsnee, and
the Village Communities Ordinancs, has been

to amelioraie the political condition  of
Her Majesty's native subjeets in Ceylon
by training them for self-governmenf. And

the Ceylon Government have, in pursuance of
that noble poliey, introdneed those Ordinances
into all  parts of the Island except the
Northern Province. There are three towns in
Ceylon which manage their own affairs by
means of Municipalities, and fifteen minor
towns, nelnding (Chilaw, Gampola, Kegalls,
and Navalapittiya, which have been brought
under the operation of the Local Boards Ordin-
ance. Bat Jaffoa. which is not only the second
town in Ceylon in point of population and
third in point of revennal importance. but also
& more important town than mauy a town in
the neighbouring Continent of India which have
Municipalities enjoying greater  powers
and privileges than accorded to tha Caylon
Municipalities, still presents the sad spectacle of
being the only town of some importance, not
only m Ceylon, but perhaps in the whole of the
British Empire, from which has been withheld
all kinds of self-government and Municipal
privileges.

Agair from an administrative point of view
we consider that none of our erying public
wants such as a better water supply, the light-
ing of the Town, the conservancy and impmve-
ment of our markets, and the improvement of
the sanitary condition of the town, will ha
properly attended to, nnlesfiwe have a Maunici-
pality or Liocal Board. aN® the people's re-
presentatives are aliowed have a vaice
n the admiuistration of the affeirs of the town
The epidemic of fever now prevailing here
shows the need of greater abtention being paid
to the sanitation of the town; and we do oot
think that this conld be done effectivaly with-
out the existence of a Manicipal institution.
It i3 nok, therefore, too much to axpech that
one of the first acts ¢f the new (Govercment
Agent would be the introduction of either a
Municipality or Local Board into Jafina

We may here quote the following paragraph
from our article on this subject i our issue of
the 21st Marck 1894:—

“Weare awars that great amount of miscon-
ception prevails here, even among persons who
ought to kunow better, as to the price at which
these Municipal privileges are te be enjoyed, 1t
is suid that the establishment of a Municipality
or Lioeal Board will involve additional taxation
which the people of the Juffua Tows ure too
poor to bear. We are nat ready to concede that
Jaffna is poorer than all the Towns in Coylon
into which local self~government has been  1n-
troduced, But admitting that great wmount of
poverby exists here, it should be ne bar, we say,
to the establishment of Munieipal instibutions, as
they will be the means of relieving distressamone
the people. Kducation is costly. Do we on that
account neglect the education of our children
and prefer to keep them in ignorance? Similar-
ly, if need be, we should make some suerifico in
the interest of self-goveroment and in view of
the innumerable b enefits 1t will confer on the
community. We are; however, willing to waive
f&)ll" the present. and til! the extension of the
railway to the capital of the Northern Provings,
thle claime of our Town for a M unicipality, which
will undoubtedly involve increased {117;1&011,
though with corresponding benefits to the tax
payers. A Local Board is all we require now;
and we contend that it could be carried on here
with no increased baxabion, as the income

to which it will be entitled from the seves!
sonrces which now go to swell the genera
revennue, v¥iz; the colleetions in thiz Distriet un-
der the Master Attendants Ordinance the Cur-
riars Ordinance. the Carriage Ordinance, the
several licensing Ordinances &e., wonld amply
saffice for all purposes of sanitation and im-
provement of the Town. There are Liocal Buurds
in Ceylon whose annnal revenna and expendi-
ture, with additional taxation, do net ezceed
four or five thonsand rupees. Bub the Juilma
Liocal Board, if one be established here, would
be the Board with the largest reyenue and
expenditore, amounbing to mnob less than
Rs. 20,000 per annum; =nd this, without having
recourse to any sonrce of additional taxation.
Allowing two or three thonsand rupees for the
estublishment which the iotroduction of the
Loeal Board will create, the rest of the amount
could ba entirely devoted to the sanitation and
improvement of the Town, which is now un-
satisfactorily performed at a trifling cost to
Government:"

Equally nrgent and important, in the ioterest
of local self-government and from a pablic and
administrative poiot of view, is the introduction
of the Village Commnunities Ordinance into the
Northern Province, We sea noreason why a
measure which has been working beneficially
in all the other Provinces of the Colony sheuld
not have been mtroduced into this Province,
the inhabitants of which are nob less loyal or
less advanced than those inany other parts of
the Island. It isa fact well-known that these
institntions, likke so many other measures in~
tended by our paternal Government for onr
advancement as a nation, have heen withheld
from us in deference to the antocratio views of
our late Government Agent, We hops Mr.
levers will not disappoint the public in  their
expectabion of seeing, befora many months are
over our heads, the introduction of theVil'<
age Communities Ordinance, which will establish
Village Chuncils to manage village affai'ﬂ,
aud  Village Tribunals to  decide petty
cases, civil as well as eriminal, in the viile
ages. 'I'ne benefits of these Councila jf pro-
perly worked, cannot be overestimated . Mr.
Avnnachalam, the ncting Registrar-General, in
his very abls memorandam to the Retrench-
ment Committes, shows ab length the great
advantages and benefits of these Conneils
and advocates the exbension of their powers
aud privileges, especially freeing them from the
confrol of the Headwen, Although the success
of Village Tribunals as a means of paotting
down litigabion in the eountry is open to ques-
tion, to judge from their warking in other places,
yet their benefits as a meaus of affording cheap
and specdy justice to the villagers in  remote
and neglected parts of the Island cannet he
denied We therefore desire to ses Village
Councils established in all parts of the Northern
Proviuce and Village Tribunals in only such
parts us are not within easy reach of our
courts, What a boon Village ‘Tribunals wounld
be to the people of the Wanniss, Karschi tand
Poonaryn!

_LOCAL AND GENERAL.

The Woeather—Very fine weather now
prevails here. The days are warm and
the nights are extremely dewy and cold, The
absence of rain now is as favourable to tha
crops which are now being reaped as its abynd.
ance had been beneficial in the winter months

Food Prospects—What with the hltl‘!:lpe;-
crops of paddy and other grains wow bein
reaped in all parts of the District and 'ﬁ'-it§
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cellent prospects of the paddy crops
itl]amI:s.i; a.ndemI',mah, this year hids fz;:r
to be ome of plenty and prosperity to the
people of Jaffna Tt is hoped that the prﬁc:
of food grains will soon go down to a rate tha
has not been known for several yaars past.
Several mative vessels are preparing tio ]uﬂ-\-']a
Lere for Burmah in the course of this month
for paddy and they will return to Jaffna 10
April. ) :

Tever ia Jafina—TFever is now prevailing 10
Jaffna in anepidemic form. There is hardly &1
Touse here which has not & putient in ib, AN
the number of desths, during the last one or
two months, is wiprecedentedly large. It 18
expected, that the health of the place will eon-
tinue to be in this state till the dewy season 15
over whigh will be by the end of March. 1t 18
hoped that the anthorities will take tlmelﬁ
meusures to afford relief to the ?uﬁercrs an
to prevent the recurrenca of this diseass 10
futore years. .

A New Post Office—A Receiving Post Office
wus opened ab Vaonarpoanai on the st I_L‘:r_-tant
1t is loested in a portion of the Hmd-p uoli?ga
Buildiug and is in charge of Me, M. Sapapathy,
one of the teachers of the College: We bope it
will not be long betore it will become a Regis-
tration and Money Order Office. The Hindu
Organ has for the last three years advocated the
necessity of opening a Post Office at Vrmn)na.r-
ponpai; and we are glad thab the Post-
‘muster-General has seen his way to ' give the
people of Vaunarponnai the benefits of this
Receiving Office.

_ The Marriage
are ‘glad fo learn

Registration Ordinance—We
that this Ordinance, which
was passed by the Joeal Legislature sometime
ago in spite of the stremuous opposition
of our worthy Representative, Mr. Coomara

‘Swamy, has been disallowed by  the
_Becretary of State for the Uoloniss,
Our readers might remember that v

Coomara Swamy forwarded a protest to the
Homs Government against the provision of the
Ordinunee making murriage registration cowm-
pulsary among the Hindus, and it gives us
much satisfaction to find that ,the Secretary of
State has given due weight to the representa-
tions of the Tamil Member, avd vetoed the
Ordinance. We congratulate Mr, Coomara-
Swamy on the success that has atlended his
lzbours in the interest of his co-religionists.

The Late Prince Henry of Battenberg— A Il
loyal subjects of Her Majesty the Queen will
sympathise with Her in the atfliction that has
befallen her family by the death of Prince
Henry of Batbenberg the husband of her yonng-
est daughter Princess Beatrice. The Prince
volunteered for service with the Ashantes

‘expedition and contracted fever soon after his

landing in Africa. Returniog home he died on
the way. His body has been embalmed and
wiil be buried in England.

Personal—DMr., 8. Kathiravelupillai, the well-
known Shroff has retvrned fo Jaffna from
Colombo and is now residing in his Madam af
Keerimalai.

The Supreme Court—The first

criminal

_Sessions of the Supreme Couri for the jyear
1896 will commence here on the 20th Instant.

Mr. Justice Withers being the presiding Judge.
There ure gight cases for trial and it is said that
the Attorney-General Mr. Layard will pay a
visit to Jaffua with the members of the Bupreme

Court staff,

Matrimonial—The Marriage of Mr, 8. Kand-

dgah of the golombo Customs with a danghter

of tha late Mr. Thambiah of Vannarpoonai,
takes place here tonight.

The BEutrance Examination of the Calcutta
University—This Examination was held here
the whole of last week commencing on the 27th
nltimo. 'he total cumber of students that pre-
sented at the Jaffnacentreis 105, of whom 10

ars from the Hinvdu College and 15 are the

Indian students who were presented on the
certificate of the Principal of this College.

Steam Bout Communieation—We are glad to
legrn that steam boal communication will soon
be exfinblished between Jaffoa and South India.
“The Lady U'wynam” is the name of the boat
which will be engaged in this service. We con-
gratulate the Messrs Rejasooria and Co. who
have sturted this project and wish them all suc-
cess in the nudertaking.

The Jufina Kachchori—Mr V. Sinnatamby
of Vannarponnai, who was English and Tamil
Writer in the Kacheheri suceesds Mr, B. 8,
Bastiampillai, as Chief Translator,

The Chuilpuram Eoglish School—We
glad to learn that Mr. C. M. Clellappab,
Manager ol this School,

are
the
lias secured the ser-

R R RS

| Dyke and Russel are

| thongh the late Colonial Surgeon

vices of an able Head Master in the person of
Mr. Small who was formerly a Lecturer in r'hel
Pinnavelly College and a Teacher of ten years
rienge — (0T~

ex‘lp';ee(govarn%enh Agent—We nnderstand that
Mr. Tevers will leave on the 7th Instant on his
firat eirenit to the interior. He will, it 18 said
visit all the Islands this timé and will be away
till the | 7th Instant' He will not fail to be struck
with the neglected condition of most of the
Tslands, particalarly of the Island of Pungudi
tiva, where all the roads coustructed by Messra
in ruios. Thoogh this
Icland is a populous and extensive one, the only
roud that is kept in repairis one of the distance
of about two miles, and il has no dispensary,
Dr. Attygalle
had strongly advoeated the establishment of one
there. The ruins of the old roads that may be
found from one end of the Island to the other
encroxched on both sides by the villagers and
impagsable for vehicles, are disgraceful to the
admimstration that has been responsible for
brioging them to ‘that condifion.

Sir William Lwynam—Qur late Government

Apent was presented with a Farewell {\ddress
on the night of the 25th Tnstant, by his sub-
ordinate Officers, in a pandal put up opposite

the Kachcheri, Mr. §. Bastiampillai the Chief
Mudaliyar of the Kachcheri, read the Address.

Green leaves and Palmyrah Olas—The
Hon'ble Mr. Coomaraswamy preseted a
Petition to the Legislative Conncil on the 22nd
ultimo from some agricn]turis?-s of Jaffna pray-
ing that green leaves and old palmyrah  olas
which serve as manures in this Peninsula and
paddy plants required for transplanting may
be exempted from toll. We are gld to learn
that the prayer of the Petitioners hus been gran’
ed. The thanks of the Jaffna agriculturists are
due to theHon’ble the Tamil member for obtain-
ing this relief for them and to Mr. A, Mailvaga-
nam of Copay ft whose instunce this Petition
was prepared and presenfed.

The Jaffna Railway Committee—A meeting
of this body was held in the Jaffoa District
Court House on the 27th nltimo. Mr, Advoeate
Kanagasabai was voted to the Chair.
I'he first business was the re-election
of the Rev, Father Lytton as Chairmau of the
Committee and of Mr. Advocate Nagahingam
as Vice-chairman, Mr, Proctor Visuvalingam,
Elankainayaga Mndaliyar and Mr. Chinnappa
of Mulm were elected additional members of
the Commit‘ee, and it was resolved to prepare
and present fresh memorials to the new Governcr
and the Secretary of State on the subject of
Railway extension to Jaffna, Messrs 8. Naga-
lingam, A. Kanagasabai,ZC. Strantecberg, J,
Martyn and A Sapapathy were appointed a
sub-committes to ghait the memorials.

Our New Goylnor—His Excellenoy Sir
Joseph West Rideway lelt England on the
23rd Ultimo and is expected fo arrive in Col-
ombo on the 10th Instant. Preparations are
being made in the Metropolis to accord to His
Excellency a right loyal welcome

The Post and Telegraph Department—It is
reported that Mr. Vane will succeed Mr.
Skinner as Postmasker-General with a reduced
salary.

The Principal Collector of Customs—Mr,
Lee having leff; the Colony on six months' leave
for England, Mr. Tllis the Inspector-General
of Prisons has been appointed acting Prineipal
Collector of Customs in addition to his
duties.

Acknowledgment—We have %o acknowledge
with thanks the receipt of the following Session-
al Papers;i—Report on the Ceylon Rnilway
system by Major G. F. Wilson R. 1 ; ])hpprﬂ
relating to the Registration of Titles to Lands
Report on the Fever Epidemic at Galle; n.nli
the Final Report upon the eonstruetion o’t’ the
Galle Railway by Mr. F. J. Waring C. M. G,

own

Mes. Axwie Besany ox  Hinpursa

Wo quote the following fiom a sech
delivered last month in Iudia by Mrs. SAP‘;mLif,
Besant.

Cloming to you from England T am alile to report to
you thati shese great principles ars ‘definitely apread-
ing, and sprending as they should spread, onpll,\l}i.nliv
among the thoughtful and edoeated classes !ﬂpreu‘di]l-v
amongst those whose words influence the p,u'l;li:: miuﬁ
whose thonght tonches the public brain, and we find
ae the monthe and years go over our heads that we
have won to our side many waluuble recrniss, And naot
only that one after another joins openly. muking them-
selves part of the Theorophical Raciety, bub the teach-
ing apreuth_q much further thanjthe Society extends u;ui
is permeating the whole of onr literatire, puh]ic. and
religions life, and influnces thought to an extent ver
:T.nu:h greater than the mera limits of the Booioty m,,uj-(-
For when you gee—ag wa saw in Bngland last summer
—ona of the eanons of the Charch Katablishment
publicly preaching the dostrine of veincarnation, m.

begin to understand that some resultof the work 8

coming, and some ipfluence of the divine wisdom is
making iteelf felt. You may take up ma grire after
map®ine, and you find the great doctrine of reincarna-
tion. no longer a thing to be jeered mt, mo lomger a
suggestion to be scoffed at, bitt though men do not
accept it, they treat it respectfully and deal with it by
way of argument and not by way of ridicule. as they
did but o few years pnst. You find the iden of EARMA,
or the law of vause and  eifect, which links life with
life, the past with the present, the present with the
future, you find this greas principle making its way g0
that the very word is now a common word on the lip®
of the public speakers and writera, You find many of
their argnments are drawn from the Theosophical
Soeiety’s literature, arguments a8 o the immertality of

the soul as to the reality of the knowledge of the un-
geen  world, which 20 years ago wounld have
been wholly impossible and would have arongad

challange an every side, so that not only among mem-
bers of our Society do we number some Christian
clergymen who have learnt the desper frutha underly-
ing Christian dogma and spiritual variefiss that mers
onter forms have some times concealed rather than
expressed, nob only do we se some joining the Society
bt we see from our literature, thiat a very large num-
ber are stadying oor books, and who, withont using
the name of Theosophy at all, are becoming permeat-
ed with its ideas and are begining to teach it to their
congregation. And mind, that it is a thing to congra-
tulate ourselves upon. For every nation grows np mith
its religion which is wronght into the very fibre of the
national life. Yon cannot roughly tear away irom the
minds and heatt, of the people, ibe particular forms of
religions faith which they have followed Yor perhaps
hundreds of centuries, and round which ths national
life clings, and into the mould of which® national
thought has flowed: At the head of every great
religion there stands soms great teacher who knew
the spiritual brutha aud spoke them oub in forms fitt-
ed for the civilisation for which he meant it to apply,
and for the new and denizg thought which that religion
wad intended to influence. 1t 18 nob mecessary that in
every country of the world there mukt be the same
expression of religious thonght, any more than
it is necessary that there shounld be the same ex-
presssion of articulate speech, or that langnage shonld
be the same in every country of the world. What we
want is the reality that nnderlies it; the form in which
it is expressed may differ with the eivilisation. with
the traditiong, with the habits and with the thonghts
of the people. 1t is nob that we want ko convertEng-
land to Hindnism, it is that we want that inko the
mould of English thonght there shall flow the mighty
spiritnal truths of which Indiain the past lias heen the
greatest and mightiest exponent (Cheers). Not that we
desire that the words in which religions thoughts
clothed themselves shall be the same, but that the
truth shall be recognised, no matter whas label the
peaple of the land may put mpon it Therefors it i®
well that amongst the English peopla thess thoughts
should spread nyd come from the mouths of their own
religious teaehiers, sndso come withoul raising the
prejudice that is raised by a foreign garb and langu-
age that is not their own. Hinduism hus never been s
proselytising religion, but it ha< given the world most
of the literatnre in whieh are certain fundomental
special facts which all the world will do well to learn.
fur they are the spiritual bread of humanity, or rather,
I might say, they are the flour of which the bread is
made. This flour may be placed in the hand of each
nation and they can make it into whatever form of loaf
may suit the national prejndices, habits. and intellec-
tual thonght, Let them have the bread-stutf which
nourishes the soul, but let them make it into whatever
sutward shape is best adapted to the peculiar idioayn-
cracies of the national mind and heart, And so the
mission of the Theosophical Society has heen to teach
the underlying truths which in every great religion ars
contained and to show people that it is not to change
the form of their religion ‘not to make converts from
one to ‘another, not to go running about the world and
sesing a man here say to him “come to my temple aud
worship their in my particular language and my parti-
cular form,” but the right epirit was to say:—*“1 have
my temple and you have yours, I the name that to me
in holy. yon the name that to you is equally sacred. I

do not agk you te take my tongue I donot ask you to

keep my forms.We are children of the same parent, we
aro streams from the same spiritual fount, we seek the
same goal, we are brothers along varions aths, wo
know that all paths Jare trodden by devoted sounls in
fitl]l Faith with their henrts fixed on the Sopreme’’ I
saw with joy, and I saw with a sense of delighted
satisfaction, in an English newepaper written by
Christian reviewer—a man who loved his religion and
was proud of his own faith-'n the review ofn translation
of that song of the Lord, the Bhagvadgita, he quot—
ed the famons sloka that will be Eamiliar to you all:—
“That whosoever of faith with pure heart  worships
other gods he worships of me,” The Christian writer
snid he envied Hinduizm that phrase in its seriptures,
and he wished he was able to have quoted it trom his
cwn Bible instend of finding it in the language of
another faith., And one way in which thought is
spreading, is one which though nof within himit of our
own Society, hae in full the sympathy and such snp-
port 8s the membera are abla to give: I mean the
greab spreading of the Vedantie Philosophy in Eurapa
which has taken plase by the labonrs of Dr.j;eunsen.Dr.
Thibant and Professor Max Muller. There yon have
men proclaiming to the Western nations those grent
thoughts of the mightiest of Bastern suges,and yon find
from every side in Europe. there is gradually growing
up i recoguition of the value of the thought, of the
intellectual greatness of the teaching, of tha “spiritual
vitality which it retwins, se that you find among the
thoughtful public the onld prejudices are breaking
down, and the old suspicions are beginning gradually
to be undermiuved, and BEnglishmen and women, and
the nations also in Eurppe, are ooking across land and
ocean to Indin as the birthland, the land where there
i n great people, a land which has for its inberitance
this thought, and thus the nations are being drawn to-
gether and sotagonism will lessen as this closer in-
tercourse suceeeds. And surely that is well. For what
js this Theosophy we speak of ?

& Printep axp PuBnisuep ®r V., CHUPFIRa-
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