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OUR STAPLE PRODUQT,

As anticipated and forewarned by us in thess
columns, & Few months back, the dead lock in
the extensive'Jafina Tobacco trade with Travan-
core has mirendy taken place. Veryl depressing
news reach the merchants hera from that State
which is theouly market for the Jaffnu tobneco
outside the limits of this Colony. Notonly the quan-
tity of last year’s Juffoa tobaceo now vemain-
ing in stock in that State is sufficient for the
requirements of another whale year, but the
price also i8 rapidly going down A very
large area having been newly brought under
cultivation here during the lask two yenrs, {le
outtaru of this_yem’s tabneco crop is above
the average; and almost {he whola of it muat
find a gale in that market. The supply there-
fore, exceeds the demand, with the result that

the merchant teels very apprehensive of serions |

loss on aceonnt of his lust year's tobaceo yet
remaining uvsold; and the cultivator here is
now ub his wits end not knowing how to dis-
pose of the product which he has cultivated
at considerable expense and personal labonr
and trouble, In previous years the merchants
used to commence their pnrchase of tobacco
here in the mouth of April and complete it
in July or Angust. But this year, though it
is the middle of Jane, they "have not yeb
commenced to purchase in earnest, and they
are nob likely to do so for tometime yeb, Tt
goes withont saying that the cultivators will
be oblized to sell their tobacco at a very much
reduced rate. Great consternation and anxioty
therefore prevail among them:and tobaceo being
notonly the staple produet bat also the mainstay
of more than ninety per cent of the peapla
here, the outlook for Jaffua is very bad in-
deed.

As we have said more than once in these
columns, the Jaffna people eannot surmount
this difficnlty, wnless they grow a'so new va.
rieties of tobacco and cure them to suit other
markets than the Travancore one, or betake
themselves to the caltivation of new-products
over a large portion of the lands now noder to-
bacco cultivation, The inhabitants of this
Peniasnla bave every claim on our paternal
Government to guoide and help them in doing
one or the other. We earnesily hope that oun
worthy Government Agent will bestow some
attention in regard to this mosbt important
question and devise means to afford relief to
the people committed to his care.

We iearnfrem the weekly edition of the
London Times of the 220d Ultimo that,

“Mr. Meline (Prime Minister of France) has
directed the professors of agricalture fo cuspend
their lectures und to go through the rural dis-
tricts in order to advise farmers to weet the
failure of the hay crop by sowing vetches,
maize and other fodder asalso by utilizing oil-
cike, straw, bran. and corn.”

Government interference and initiation are |
thus considered necessary even in more ad.
vapced and enlightened countries. Hdaye the

people of Jaffra ever had the be-efit of
Gevernment advise and instruction in the
matter of agriculture? Has any attempt been aver
made in Jaffua by Government to introdoce
here new varieties of tobacco and teach the
people new mode of caring them to suit Eurn-
pean markets, or hasany new product suitable
to the Jaflna soil been introduced here at their
intiation?

THE JAFFNA RAILWAY.

The memorial of the Jaffnn Railway Com-
mittes to His Excellency Sir Joseph West
Ridgeway praying for Railway Extension to
Jaffoa is being printed and will be in His
Excellency's hands before the week is  ounf. It
iz very gratifyiog to learn at this junecture from,
the *'Obeerver’’ of the 12th Instant that,

The final sitting of the Northern Railway Commis-
sion tonk place yesterday when the evidence of Mr,
}Indshn. the Hoilway Expert from Madras was rucnrfi.
ed. The Commissitn which met st noon and m:t till
nearly 7 p. m- was presided over by the Hon. F. R.
ngmr_lm-“_ the Treasnrer, and thera were present, the
Hon. R+ K, MeBride, Diractor of Pitblio “"\_nl'kﬁ; J. N.
Christie, Mr, Waring. Chiel Engipeer of Railway Hx-
tensions, Mr, Bowden Bimith. Mr. Ramanathan, Ar:‘hng
Attoroey-Geneial, the other mambers of the Com-
mission was abgent. The Commission ‘]Il'ilitl)dl a roport
which will be sent round for signatore in a few days,

We learn that a recommendation has been "..Ml.e that

tho Bailway wshould be constructed on et broad

gunge. 1 ¥ ;
1t s to belioped that His Excellency will now

gea his WAY to l'(,fr_‘omme-ur] ta the HP(‘-i'PtIlrF r;rf

| #ion throughont the eolouy and atigurs well

b The thanks of the

I HINDU ORGAN.

L8 the immediate construetion
Railway which is sure to benefit a large portion
of Her Majesty’s loyal subjects in  this Colony
and to serve important Imperial interests,

of this

Jaffna public are especially
due to the Editor of the ' Hxaminer” for hig
earnest and pernistanhmlvnuany of thie cause,
I.he present activity of the Jaffna Railway
(.-umrm[-tl*ﬁ 8 in no small measure due to the
exortations contained in his able editorial in
his  issue of the 4th Iunstant
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LOCAL AND GENE RAL.
Tue Westnea—The drought still cortinues. There
haw been no rain during the Inst fortnight, although
there were indications of it lusk week, After a lull

of three or four duys the Soush-West wind | is again
Llowicg very hard. [{ wot for this blowing the heuat

here would e svmething unbearable,
Tug Gorunsmest Aegyv—DMr, levers ig gtill on
cirenib i the Vanni Distriets. Ho iy expected Lo

reburu here ab the end of this week,

Tue Arronsey GeNewar—The Hon'bla Mr. Roma-
nashan . M. G, the acting Attorney-General  with
Mrs. Rumauuthan, is expected to visit Jaffus shortly,
We understand that Mys, Bamanathan will remain in
Jalfnn for some weeks, taking her rosidence at Keeri-
malai, tor the benefit of her health. J

His Exceriescy e Goveryon—Hj Excellency Sir
Joseph West Ridgeway has returned Jto Colombo from
his tour in the Uva Province. ﬁu was cordially
received by the planters and the general inhabibunty
of the Province, His epaech at the dinner given to
kim by the planters has created an excellent impres-
for an
impartial and successful administrution.

Point Proro axp Cuavagacuciert Covrrs—Mr.
Casie Chitly having gone to' Colombo on leave, ow-
ing to tha illness of Lis 'mother, Mr, Advoeate
Nogalingam assumed duties on the 15th instant ag
acting Police Magistrate and Commissioner of Re-
quests of these Coorts.

Tue Distrier Covrr—The /Conrt of Reqnests Ordin-
ance will not iﬂ-nu—uq-ﬁreduue the work of the
District Judge here, #& all cuses involving amonnts

batween Rs. 100 Rs, 300 will as heretofors continue
te be entertained and heard by him. It is only right to
say that Mr. Cameron is very painstaking sud does hig
work shoroughly and conscientously. He may be a littls
slow owing to want of previous judicial experience, but
it is now geuerally admibted that he is o very gufa
judge.

Pegsoxar—Dr. M. Sinnatamby Deputy Asst. Colo-
vial Burgeon, Bulangoda, is now in Lis nutive village,
Anaicottai, having come on six woeks' leave of ab-
seoce. His marriage with the eldest daughter of
Mr. T. Ramalingam, Notary of the samu place wie
tadesy pluce on the 28nd Tustant,

—Mr, Advocate Allegakoen has returned to Jaffna
from his visit to -Colombo,

—DMr. €. Sapapathy Pillai, the District Engineer
of Jaffna is, we ave sorry to learn, laid up with
carbuncle, Dr. Grenier is attending on him. Wa
hope to hear of his speedy rccovery,

—Mr. 8. Chellappah, Bhroff, Government Railway,
Hatton, has come to Jaffna on sick leave.

Tue Kavpigwauy Temere Case—Appeal has been
filed by the Defendants against the judgment of
the District Coart.

Tue Cmpsusaram PricriMase—Hundreds of Hindua
have gone from Jaffua to Chidambaram for _the
Festival which caglh to a closa  on the 18th inst.
Considering that SMth Indin now enjoys perfect
immunity from cholera thereis no fear this time of that
dire epidemie being introduced here by the pilgrims.

Coaci SgrvicE—From the Bih Instant the Mail
Conach from Jaeffoa to Matale start at 11 8. m.; the
(foaches to Point Podro and Kankesanturai leave
Juffoa at 3 p. m. and those from these places to Jaffua
ren:h here at 10 8. m,

—DMr. Sabaretnam,Mudaliyar of the Trincomalie Kach-
cheri having returned to Juffna on kix weeks' leave
of nbsence hns gone to Chidambaram for the festival,

AckrowLEDEMENT—We have to ascknowledge with
thanka the receipt from Government of the ntpprt. : of
the Honourable I'. R. Ellis on Cnstoms andiShipping
for 1895, aud of the Heon'ble Mr. A. R. Dawson on  the
Western Province, :

—Tuere is at least one Sovereign who
acknowledges in full, the power and import-
ance of the Press. King Menelik of Abyssinia
has enjoined his troops to be careful not to
hurt any journalist that may be taken prisoners.
<««Remember,” said he “the Italian reporters
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are writers and writing is divine.’

RAMBLING NOTES,
: -

1 learn that the work in connection with the
extension of Railway to Jaffoa will not be long
delayed Oh! if it is true what a happy news
to the Jaffnese! But [am led to believe by !:he
frequent meetings of the Railway Commission
and the consnltaticn of Government with i.l_?a
consulting Engineer of Madras (who is now in
Colowebo to advize the splection of the Railway
Terminug) that what I heard must be true

Now the Jaffon Railway Committee and
others here who have the welfare of Jaffna
at heart must move heaven and eafhh to make
the Jaffna Railway a fait accompli during the

present regime, Beat the iron while it is hat,
| Lo iron ia 1 think in the fire. The anﬂ_ and
' the hammer are hard by. Now,all Jatfna,rise up
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‘on out,and the Jaffop
Y ! er visionary,
. With what amount of plensure I read 'H;
Excellency's speech at the Badulla Dinnraj;-El
Ha intimated to those present at the meetj :
that he was taking lessous under Hip E{iw:ﬁ-ﬁ
V'V:Inlker and ip, Taylor, and now b has almosg
finished _Ilis course. So, I am gupe, ‘h-ﬂ w?]]
gut\rerp Ceylon ns w'w]I a8 it ought to be and will
nob give way to the whims ‘anci
Heads of Departments, .
The Jaffna Commereial Tradin
is certaiuly an honour to Juffna,
are proverbially industrions and
though in saying so, 1 blow

88 one man and beat the i
ailway will be no long

g Corporation
The Jaffness
self-reliant,

| ! i my own trum e,
But the oceasion justifios my doing su.ﬁeceggj(}r
is  the mother of iuvention. It draws ot

latent powers for practieal purposes, The fail.
ure of the new 0. B. €. Jaft o vacoum that bad
to be filled as soon ag possible, Jaffna was not
unequal to tha oceasion, b invoked the aid of
other banks; but for reasous begt koown to the
bankers themselves the nid invoked was mog
forthcoming. But the Jaffnese did not atay
there. They took & nobler and g bettar
step, They said to themselves they will haye g
bank of their own and 8 bank of theip own
they have, Well dons Jaffna! —Wanderer
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THE HINDU CHRONOLOGY,

By Mr K. NApavAwAsaws IveR
Tur CHioNotoGy o WesTERN Or1ENTALISTS.

In the computation of time given ont by me befura,
I did nob state the exact period in which we are. Ag
will b evident trom our Sankalpas, we are in the Kali-
Yuga of the 28th Mahuyuga, 76h Manwtanara, of the
day of Brabma that came after his 50th year, In otlier
words, half of the life of Brahmn is over and tla duy
after that came which is called the Sweta Varahy Kalpa.
In that day of Brahma whitl is composed of 14 Man-
wanturae, we are now in the 7th Manwantara ralled
the Vaiswata. In it which is composed of 7] Mabay-
ugas, 27 Mahayugas have passed nud with the expity
of the Kale Ynga in which we are at present, 98
Mabayugas will have been exhansted. [n this Eali
Yuga containing 4,32,000 years, we have already spens
4,997 years. As regurde the details of events in these
epochs, [ shall treat of them hercafier in conneetio
with geology. About the sub-divisions of the many
periods in Kaleyngas, not much of information js
vouchsafed in the Puianns, Bome stress is [iid B0
every 5000 years in Kale Yuogas murking Inporinnt
epochs. Accordingly they hold thet the next 3 op 4
years will produce some revolution in the existing
state of thinga, sigus are wanting for that end, Iy Py
vishya Paranas aud such like, future prediction sboug
the reigns of kings, &c, are given out.

Such is the Hindu Chronology which reveals o 13
an untold number of periods far back in the antidelivi-
an periods. Whileso, the attitnde of the western ori-
entalists is anything bub belief in the same. Aceord-
ingly, we find an entire subversal of the trus state of
things. Against the express dates given to the Vedas
(as now existing) and the Puranas as well as ather
books and events the orientalists have in many- cases,
exercised their ingenuity to the ubtmest to twist all
facts nccording to their preconceived notions und have
brought down the dates to & very racant period, Take
for instance the Vedas end the Paranas and let ns ses
what dates are given by our writers and the Western
interpretera of gur writitgs. The fonr Vedss, as now
existing, did not exist previously in this form. (ne
Vedaslons existed and avi1egards this, tliere are two
parties existing among the Orthodox mer, oue bolding
that it is eternal and another bolding that it clarges
with every creation. Leaving pside this dispnred peint,
let me go into the undisputed —amongst the Oithodox
Hindns—sage of the present Vedsa. The Viehnn
Purana which is recoguized us a standard authority by
all the divisions of Hindus declares in Chaptor T1I.
Book LLI. *‘In every Dwapara (or 3rd) Yuga, Vishon
in the person of Vyasa in order to promote the gnod
of mankind, divides the Vedn wlich is properly une,
inte many portions: observing the limited persevirnnes,
energy and npplication of mortuls, he makes the Veda
fourfold to adopt it to their capacities and the bodily
form which he assumes iu order to eff?_a!. that classifi-
cation, is known by the nnme of Vida Vyasa. . 28
times have the Vedas been arranged by the great Rishis
in the, Vaivaswata Manwantara, in the Dwapara age
and conseqnently 23 Vyasns have passed away; by whom
in their respective Eerloda, the Vuda has been divided
into four.,” Then the author gres on to enumerate the
nasmes of the different Veda Vyasasin the 28 Mahayu-
@as of whom the last one isourKrishna Dwaipayana, hiav-
ing been born inan Island throngh the union of Plura.s.al*
raand Matsyaghandhi, the fisherman's dnﬂght.r_ar‘_'l_hus ity
will be fonnd that even supposing that thisdivision of
the one Veda into four tonk placein the end of Dwapara,
Yuga, for our books say the dn:ision tonk place in
Dwaparn, we shall have o assign to the Vedas an
antiguity of 5000 yenrs at the least, For here also there
i8 ugi\rininn of opinion amongst us through the cal-
eulation of Kaliyngn. Kaliyuga proper eonsists of
3,60,000 years only, leaving out of the account the o
Sandhis each of 36 000 years, both before nnd ‘aﬂer il
If the Sandhi is to be taken mto account, and if nearly
5000 yenrs of Kaliyugn have passed, then 41,000 years
should have expired sinee the four Vedas of ours came
into vogne. Taking ibab its worst, nearly 5{_}00 years
mush have passed ere the division took plage. And yet
the latestauthority, Max Muller will allow the .R-;g.
voda, the earliest one,at the highest, 8000 years: if not
2,600.~The Hindn Sty
P Punpisgep %Y V.  Cruppina-
- ﬁ?:?}qlt,tf:}ma g-unnf-flmnlﬂnn AT THE Sarva

PRAKARAY ANTRA Orrice JaFrNs. -
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