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\ NOTICE
e

By permission of the District Judge
a Public Meeting will be held in the
District Courton Saturday November
93th at 4 Oclock P, M. to consider what
action shall ba taken ‘on the occasion of
the visit of His Excelleney the Governor
in January, R W FEVERS
Jaffna Kachcheri Govt: Agenb
November 1896

R

WANTED.
By the Government Agent, Jaffna, a

oood Arab Stallion. Apply stating value.

NOTICE. _
THE JAFFNA COMMERCIAL CORPORA-
ION LITD

OFFIGE BANK HALL SEA STREET JAFFNA.

Thie Company Opens Current accounts with soms of
not less than Rs. 100 and allowsinterest ab 2 per-cent
per annum on minimum Monthly balsuces of Re.500
ard upwards.

Tixed deposite received or following terms:—

For 12 months Interest uf 5 0/0 persnnum allowed

4

" L ] 10 ” w

" " ” "
A];'prt?ved "bills ditcounte Money advanced on
edges.
Remittances can be mads to and “From ‘xlumho
Colorabo Bankers, Bank of Madras!
Cheques and foreign drafts and bills of exchange on
the Colombo Banks cashed.

Tsland and foreign goods imported on ecommission
QOffice houra from 10-30 A. M. to 4 P, M,

Wa: MATHER
Managing 'bi_rec:.nr

WARD(AND)DAVY

A SELECTION OF USEFUL
THINGS FOR X’MAS.

Best English shirts

Ready made coats

Btylish coatings

Stylish cotton Prints

Silk Delains

Silk Jaffers

Best Longeloths

Fine Grey shirting

English Tan shoes (Gants)

English shoes for Ladies (firls and Boys

Cheap Travellers Tronks

Fancy American Time Pieces
Guarantied for 5 years

Hanging safety Lamps

Safety Wall Lamps.

Table elothes

American Drillg

English Drills

Powter Inkstands

Glass inkstands in Beautful oakstand

Christmas cards

Pears goap

Calverts carholic soap

Calverts earbolic Teeth Powder
Handkerchiefs ’

Socks
Stockings !
Straw Hats for children
Stationery of all deseriptions.
: Ward and Davy
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THE GOVERNORS OPENING
ADDRESS. ;
s

The first Session of the Legislative Couneil
under the Governorship of His [xcolleney the
Right Honounrable Sir § West Ridgeway was
opened on the 26th ultimo, when His lixcollency
delivered the usual Address. It ig a most inter-
esting and a most satisfactory state-paper, giv-
ing a summary of the most important facts res-
pecting the present condition of the Colony,
and embodying His Excellency’s view of things,
which show him to be a far-seeing and
practical statesman and a propgressive Ruler,
We had read the Opening Address-
es of st least three of His Excellency’s pro-
decessors but the present Address excels an
of them, not only by reason of ifs length, but
alao on dccount of the large number of 'irnpn;»t,.
anb questions discussed in it by His Excellency,

The more it is read the more its appreciated. It |

wnow generally believed that Sir J, West Ridga-
way has begun woll and that he will provea more
successfal ruler than any of his predecessors
had been.,

Exigenecies of space prevent us taday from
touching on the several subjects so exhaustive-
ly dealt with by His lixcellency, We can only
quote here for the information of our readers
His Exceliency’s utberances on the important
question of railway extension to the North. Wao
need hardly say that his deliverance on this
subject bas given immenge satisfaction to bho

| ence to thewishes of the Singhalése me

people of the North whonow feel certain that
the Jaffna Railway will be a rarT Accumen be-
fore His Excellency retires from the Govern-
ment of Ceylon. He saysi—

Thiz is a most important guestion—np more im-
portant question has been before this Couneil for many
years. It has %r.g bepn under consideration, I forget
when the first Uommission weg appointed or how long
it sat, but now, ab lust,'we seem to be within measurabla
distance of a final deciginn, The present Commission
Iave, ina prelimiuary report, decided in favour of
railway communication with the Nortl: Lut befora
giving their final decision they wait the opinion of
the Consulting Engineers, not on the sbatract (nestion
of broad and narrow gauge, bui as to the comparative
feasibility and cost of two rival schemes which have
heen submitfed to them. One is Mr. Waring's proposat
for a light railwoy on the existing gauge and the other
is a proposal of Messrs., Ormsby and Waddell, for a
light railway on the metre gauge. Messrs. Osmsby
und Waddell bave estimated the cost of a metre gange
at a very low figure. Distinguished engineers though
theyfare, I do not think they havemuch experience in
roilway construction, and, therefore, Government
would be foolish if it accepted and scted upon their
estimate of the cost nntil it had been thoroughly ex-
amined snd ecrutinised by those who have the necessary
practical experience. Accordingly the matter lias been
referred to the Consnlting Enginesrs,

Inregard to the Consulting Engineers there is a
considerable amount of misconception. If we are to
believe all we read, those eminent engineers who hava
made hundreds of miles of narrow gauge railway im
different paris of Her Majesty's Dominions usre sap-
posed to bo possessed by a foolish infatnation against
narrow gaupge railways. Now, let me say once for al}
that the Consulting Vingineers ndvise and do not
dictate tothe Ceylon Government. They give us ad-
vice and the ressons for that advice and then we
decide what course to take. That advice is given in tha
light of day, and I msk you:—is it likely that eminent
engineers should risk and expose to hostile eriticism
their European reputation by giving advice and mak-
ing proposals based, not on reason and scientifie and
practical considerations, but on blind bins and bigoted
prejudice. There is one argument, gentlemen, which
has been nsed. in favour of the metre gaugs for the

Northern Railway which I do nob think will
hold water. It has been stated that it wonld be
*“madness” and “folly”—I think these were the words
used—to construct that railway on anything but a
metre gauge because in that case there would be a

“break of geuge between Golombo and Madras, but, las
me remind thosa critige that the Northern Railway
Commission have unaniously decided that the Northern
Railway must be from Kurunegalla to Jaffus and in
that cuse there must bea break of gauge at some point
or other, whether at Kuorunegalls or Annradhapura,
or furtber North. Bot perbaps those critics have in
view a direct cuilway from Colomboe to Mannar, That
is 0 different fquestion which must be considerad on its
own merits. As an administrator I am naturally in
sympothy with ruibway extension to the North. 1 wish
to see the thickly populated district of the North
brought into communieation with the rest of th
Ieland. I wish to see the intervoning districts now for
the most part, waste mod jungle, developed and
populated. i

My opinion is thab ifa railway can ba shown 4o ba
necessary for the dovelopment of the country and give
good promise of proving remunerative, it should, if onr
finances permit it, be taken in hand. In thot cass we
should be fally justified in bearing a temporary burden
But if we decide on railway extension, my advlce iq.
Push on ns quickly as possible and not ullow the g'm;::
to grow nnder our feet. If we come to aconclusion that
certnin railways are necessary, then they should be
consbructed as quickly as possible. 1 am wot in favoup
of piece menl oonstructions gpread overa long perind
of yewrs, If railways arc necessary. then let us put
them in boaud, ifwe cam, without delay.

il
THE ORDINANCE RELATING TO
ANNUAL PILGRIMAGHS,

The Government have. introduced into the
Legialative Couneil an Ordinance ¢ repulate
and control pilgrimages in the Island, It wag
to have been read a second time at the sittin
of the Council on the 4th Instant, bas in df‘feE

the second readinge ; foRer,
18 §ec nd u...u mg way p:).st[h:nlrvd for a fort-
pight, The provisiora of this Urding
(continued og the

1th page)
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tical to those of the Ordinm:cn‘Nn 14 #f
1578, entitnled “An Ord:nnncu”rar..-:.t:ng‘ to' \ma-
nnal Pilgrimage to Rataragama. The l'lﬂ\(.'r\l:l_
ment do not, tl1erafurc:~. soak to mi'{ruducq a “ulfw
principle of religious intolerance into thia Colo-
1y, bub endeavour to pxtend to nll pﬂg\'lm:.tgfis
in the Island, whether those of Hindus, Budd-
hists, Muhammadaus, or Christiuns, the mgnln.
tions that affoct the aunual pilgrimage to Kata-
ragams.

1t was a great injustice to have passed afgepe-
cial Ordinance vestrieting the pilgrimage to one
patticular Hinda Shrine und to liave continu-
odit so long, while Christinn pilgrimages are
not subjocted to any kind of restrictious what-
ever. It i, therefore, time that this piece of
injustice should cease.

Tt should not, however, ‘b‘e understood thab
we approve of all the provisions of the propo-
sod measure.  While admitting that the Gov-
ernment shonld have some control over pilgri-
mages, in the interest of the pilgrims them-
solves and of the community at large, we do
not see the necessity of such a drastic mensure
as the ome proposed to attain the object in
view. ‘

The Governor is empowered by the first
clanse of the proposed Ordinance to makw re-
gulations for any of the following purposest

(1) To restrics the nunaber of persons w ho shall. e
allowed to proceed on any pilgrimage from thed:[fuulﬁt.
partsof 4his island, nqd tho pun_od of their aLayl at the
ploce to which such pilgrimage is made.

(2) To regulate the vollection of people at ench ptaﬁo
and their march Lodn]?dmf:o'mhs:;;fh place, snd the
d‘%ﬁmﬁ‘ii‘iﬁ?ﬁg snlfch c?mditioi_& and regbriction ng may
ba necessary to apromote cleanliness and to check the
bresking ont and spread of infecvions,dizcases.

We think the Government should not have
the power of restricting the number of per-
gons who go on any pilgrimage, a3 hh'als;‘_would
bo an undue interference with their liberty
and religions belief. To the other provisions
we have not such insuperable ebjection. Dut
we  congider it meccssary that ‘Pilgrimage’
should be defined, in the Ordinance; to admit
of no donbt whatever as to what is meant by
it It would, in our opinion, be nnsafe and
open @ wide deor forunnecessary interfernce,
on the part of the Government with every
kind of publie worship in Temples or other holy
places, shonld it be done even in the village
or district of the worshippers, if Pilgrimage
ianot, clearly defined to meanronly that under-

taken to snch'places as are withoul the District |

of the ' pilgrims and involve a journey of
goms days or weeks and stoppages on the way
to and from the places to which the pilgrimage
is made.

B L Hesiestd

THE RETIREMENT OF MR. C. W.
KATHIRAVALU PILLAI POLICE
MAGISTRATE OF KAYTS.

—

The pnblic meeting of tho inhabitants of
Jaifua and of the Islands held in the District
Conrt House on the 31st ytimo to memorialize
His Bxcellency the Governor praying that Mr.
Kathiravala Pilldi may not be called npon to re-

tire by the end of this year according to the GO |

years circalar, was a great success. In epite of
the inclemency of the weather the [attendance
was large and represented the wealth and
intelligence of the Distret, The speakers
were unanimons in their praise of Mr. Kathira-

valuPillarg services and earnestin their desire to |
retain him as Magistrate of Kayts as long as he |

is able to perform his duties as satisfactorily as
ke has hitherto done. Mr. Kathiravalu Pillai is
not known to be a Magistrate who much enconr-
ages lawyers, yet we were astonished to find tha
large number ot lawyers present on the oceasion
and the enhthugiasm that prevailed among thom
in the cause of retaining Mr. KathiravaloPillai's
services to the country for some years longer,
The secreb of Mr. KathiravalaPillai's populanty,
however, among lawyers, suitors and the public
lies in the fact, a8 was remarked by more than
one epeaker at the meeting, that he hasa apotless
character and does his dudy so congeientiously,
thoronghly end considerately that even the
losing party in a case always go satisfied with
his judgment, The large number of peoplo that
were presont b the meeting from differcnt parts
of Jaffna and the Islands was an eloquent testi.
wiony to the great esteem in which the Police
Magistrate of Kayts is held by them and of
thoir earnest desiva to have him ‘as Police
Magistrate for soma time more. It cannot he pmi:]
l-hup he is physically ineapable of pecforming hia
duties as Magistrate, secing that he en [:.y:q

gound nnd vigrous honltk- Every rule must have

exceplions, The pixty yeurs. circular, altbouph !

a véry necessary moasurs to compael thes retire
ment of such officers as cling to their ui[i<_;us:
notwithstanding their adyancedage and in-
efficiency, shonld not be enforced on a gentle-
man of Mr, Kathivavalu Pillai's ability aod
popularity, who, though over G0years of age,1s fit
for further work, and whom the whole of Jaffna
and the Islacds wishes to be continued in the
service, We earnestly hope that 1lis Excellency
Sir Joseph West Ridgeway will eee his way to
exempt him from the operation of the circular.

Bir. Advoeate Allegakoen presided over the
meeting and Mr. Advocate Kanagasabai acted
aa Sceretary. There wers present among [others,
Advoeate Nugnlingam, Proctors Changarapillal,

azam, 5, Tambiahpillm, Cook, Ponnampalam,
Sathurnkasingham, Spencer, Maniagars Regn-
uatha Mudufi}m-, Chipuappa, Muttyahpillai,
uwnd Duraisamy; P, Illankainyaga Mudaliyar,
and Messrs A, Mailvagam, Kanagasabai, retired
Sub-colleettor §upramanier, A Sapapathy, P.
Murngaso of the Viscal's Office, Muttneomara~
surier, M. Chionappah and others toonnmerous
to meution,

Mr. Nagalingam moved the first resolution,
which was as follows:—

«Phat in the interests of the inhabitants of
Jalfun and of the Jslands in particular, it is
desirable and expedient that Mr. C. W.
Kathivavalupillai  PoliceMagistrate of Kayts
be continued in his Office for some years more,
notwithstanding the G5 years Bircular; and that n
memorial be gent to His Excellency the Governor
praying to this effect,

This was seconded by Mr. Changarapillai
avd supported by Illankainayaka NDudaliysr
Proctors Spencer and;Strantenberg and carreid
| unanimously,

i On ths motion of Mr Proctor Casipillai second-
ed by Mr. Proctor M uailvaganam and supported
by Mr. Proctor Visnvalingam a Committee con-
gistiug of the following gentlemen were appoint-
ed to carry out the object of the meeting, viz,
Adveecates Allegakoen, Nagalingam and
Kanagasabai, Proctors Changarapillai, Casi-
[ pillai, Visuvalingam, Mailvaganam, S+ Pounam-
palam, 8, Thambiapillai B. M, Sathuroka-
gingam. and Messrs  Regunatha Mudaliyar,
Muttainh Pillai, A Mailvayanam, M, B. Swam-
pillai, M. Vytialingam, 3.  Coomarasurier, W,
' Mather, A. M, Thiruchelvep, M. Thambanpillar
Mudaliyar, V. Chinnappa, . Chinnappah, M. M,
Meyaden, A. Ambalavaner, P. Ssrvirimuttu, A,
Sapapathy and the Rlev. B, H Rrice.

WATER SUPPLY TO THE TOWN 65‘ JAFFNA,

The experiment with the Puottoor well has
been concluded after fifty days pnmping of the
water. The result g that the authorites are
‘satisfied that tlm‘a an inexhaustible sopply
of pure drinking water in the well sufficient for
the ceeds of our Town. But it is likely that this
famous well will be abandoned in favour of
another well hitherto unkuown to fame at Oorelu
called Yama which is nearer to the Town by
three miles than the Puttoor well. The existence
of this well was known only to the villagers,
but even they had not the remotest idea thabt it
was & rival of Nilavarai (Puattoor well) and
possessad such exhaustible supply of waler as the
lattor hae. It is a small well, or rather a pit,
about 12 feet in circumference and 9 feet in
depth, with only 4 feet of water. There is a
crevice or opening on the North-Western side of
it which is believed to be the subterranean pas-
sage that connects it with the Puttoor well, It is
about 5 wiles from the Townand lies quarter of
a mile weat of the rond leading from Jaffna to
Pallali, Exeept after the commencement of ex-
periment with the Puttoor well few ontside Ooreln
and the adjoining villages had heard® of the
existorce of thiy well. The eredit of discovering
it und bringing it to public nofice belonga to
My, Districk Engineer Snpupaahy who
has found ont by eareful observations that the
level of the water in this well, the Puttoor well
and the Devils well at  Kurumpaicaddy is the
same and that thera is a corresponding rise
and fall of water in all these wella, S

The pump and instrnments hava been now
removed from Putboor to Ooreln and experiment
| has been poing on here since Sn.turdny lagt,

Mr, and Mrs, levers and Mr. Tomalin were
present when the pumping operations were
commenced ard Me. Sapapathy is in immediate
charge of the worl, They are, we under-
stand, very much impressed with the suitable-
ness of the loeality, not ounly on account of
its closer proximity to the Mown, but alse on
account ol its peculiar adaptability for the con-
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villager of Navukeri, who
assault on Mpr. Womalin,
eer, came on for trial in the
Police Cou Jaffna on the 2od Instant be-
fore Mr, T. M, Tampoo, the acting Police
Magistrate, Mr. Advocate Allegakoen instruct-
ed by Mr. Proctor Strantenberg appeared for
the complainant, and Mr. Advocate Nagalingarnz
instructed by Mr., Proctor 8. Tambiah Pillai
defended the accused, Mr, Nagalingam pro-
poeed when the case was called, that the ac-
cused may be allowed +to stand with
four sother men to be identified by the com-
plpinant. Mr. Allegakoen objecting to the
procedure, the court disallowed Mr. Naga-
lingam's proposal. Mr: Tomalin then entered
the witness box and gave evidence to the,
following effect— y

Hs visited the Puticor well on the morn%
of the 13th Augnst last. VFinding that one
of the men working at the well did not do
his work properly he pushed him aside. The
man g0 pushed by him was the accused. He
returned to the Government Bungalow at Puttoor
at about 11 A. M. riding on his bicyele, and
when he had gone some distance from the well,
he felt a blow with a stick on his hat from
behind. He torned back and saw the accnsed
runping, He ran after him,buttheaccused threw
stones at him which did not hit him bat went
past by him. The accused again picked uvp
stones to throw at him from a distance of 30
yards from him with his (secused) face to-
wards the witness. The accused again ran a-
way and disappeared in a palmyrah garden.
The accused was within ten feet of him when
he first saw him after the assanlt. He identi-
fied the accused and swore that ke

Provineial

was the man who assaulted him and whom.,

he pushed at the weil. One Goanam,
who was in attendance in court as =a
witness, was at a distance of about 60 yards
from him when. the assanlt took place;, and he
conld have witnessed the assanls if his eyes
were turned that side.” He asked Gpanam to
go und fetch the Overseer, but the Overseer
was soon on the spot before Goanam went to
bim, He then told the Overseer that he wis
sure that his assailant was the man whom he
had pushed at the well. Though the assaunlt
took place on thellflth August, he did not file
plaint against the accused till the 21st Sep-
tember last, as the name of the sccused was
fornished to him by the Government Agent
only on the 18th September.

The first question put to Mr., Tomslin by
Mr. Nagalingam in ‘cross-examinstion was:Mr.
Tomalin, you were present in conrt, in fact
you were seated with us here, when I made
the proposal to the court to allow the accused
to be placed ameng four others for identifica-
tion by you?

Mr. Tomalin: Yes,

Mr, Nagalingam: You then heard
proposalf

The Court: He admits it. I don't see the
necssity of your repeating the question.

Mr. Nagalingam® I want to be more parti-
cular, Sir. It might be said that he was pre-
gent but did not hear it,

Mr. Tomalin: I did not pay much jattention
to it. T'am somewhat deaf.

Mr. Nagalingam! If you are so sure that the
accused was your assailant why did you not
acced my proposal?

Mr. Tomalin: I was nob opposed to it,

Mr.Nagalingam* Why did you not then instruct
your counsel not to oppose my proposalf

Mr. Tomalio: I did not like to interfere with
his discretion.

In further cross-examination Mr, Tomalin
said that he counld have recognised the
accused as the man whom he had puoshed at the
well,even if he had not been subsequently as-
saulted by him.He positively denied that he either
assaulted or pushed another man at the well on
the morning of the 13th August last, or kicked
@ person the previous day. *“I swear,” he said,
1 never kicked anybody nor lay my hands
on any body else either o that day or on any
previous day.” He was not aware that the name
of the accused was furnished to the Govern-
(continued on the supplement)
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