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NOTICE.

CEYLON TECHNICAL
COLLEGE.
DEPARTMENT OF TELKGRAVHY AND
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING.

The Department will open in March
and applications for admission are invit-
ed and should be sent in before February
28th.

The Entrance Examinations will be held
at the College on February 28th at 10
30a m

Forms of application and particulars of
fees, examinations and apjointments, are

to be obtained from the Superintendent .

of the College at Colombo

Upwards of 82 appoiniments in the
Postal, Telegraph and Railway Depars-
ments will be offered for competition
among the students of the course.

Candidates who songht admission to
this Department of the Uollege last year
will be good enough to write to the Super-
intendent and state whether they still
wish their applications to be coneidered

All candidates who send in applications
on the prescribed forms will come up to
Colombo for the Entrance Examination
on February 28th without waiting to
ressive formal notification that their
applications are accepted.

E. HUMAN

Colombo 22nd Superintendent

January 1 898
DELFT PONIES

The annual sale of these hardy and
useful ponies will be held at the Jaffna
Kachcheri on the 16¢h April at 2 » M.
or by private sale previously. An excep-
tionally good lot of fillies is available.

For terms apply to
Government Agent
Jaffna,

Jaffna Kachcheri

12th February 1898
R W IEVERS

Government Agent.

THE HINDU ORGAN.
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RAILWAY TO THE NORTH.
R —

We publish elsswhers Hin Excellancy the
Governor's statement at the silting of the Legie-
lative Connecil on tha 4th instant in regard to
the extension of this Railway and the Despatoh

of the Secretary of State on the sabject. The
Despatoh has since been publisked  but space
would not permit onr giving it in our

columns His Bxcellenoy gives a full resume of
it, and it will be seen that the Railway to the
North has not received the mnction of the
Sacretary of Siate ss several people thought
that is" had, Not even $he smnction of

the aection from_ Kurnnagnlh to Aowradha- |
para i8 nmneonditional and im  terms of
the recommsndation of the Governor It is
hedged in by the condition that one-third of
the cost of eomstruction of this mection showld
ba borne by the revenne of the Colony, aa it is
an admitbed fact that it whould be worked for
some years st a loss—a condition aound
in principle and just in its application, bat opsn
ko atiack atb certain quarters in order to retard
the commeuesment of this work as long as
possible But we hops that the prineiple will
be adhered %o and the Government will be
firm in their determination to push on this
great Ruilwuy which the Commission that re-
ported on it has uuanimously deolared to be
necessity and of which the Secretary of Bisis
in his Daspatch suys:

“That a dirsct railway $o the North, designed to run
through the remober districts of Ceylon and eventually
b6 connact the Jaffna Peninsula with Colombo and
thie cantre of the Ialand, is in itself desirable, need nok
be argned. When made, it will facilitate adminisira:
hlon.lanat i% will, thers iz every reason to think, open
up districts at present sparsely inbabited and little
cultivated.”

The Secretary of Btate’s conoluaions in re-
gard to the recommendatien of the Governor
to  smimultanecusly  construct the  wection
from Kankesanturai to Elephant Pass on the
gange of 2 8 6 in are particularly divsppoint-
ing to the people of this Peninsula. Mr.
Chamberlain ssys  that the whole line to
Kankesantarai shonld be considered =8 park of
the main line and constructed on m broad gauge
of 5 it. 6. inches, mnd that the commencement
of this ssctior should be postponed for a tims,
We quote the following paragraphs from the
concluding portion of the Despatch.—

You will tako then my view %o be that ne break of
gaupa can be sanctioned sy point in this Northero
line. The Consulting Engineors are sirangly in favour
of constructing the whole line on ha bft 6iu gauge, and
the srguments which they sdduee in support of this
view appear to meto be incontroverkible.

TUnder these circumstances yon way consider that the
commencement of the section from Kankssanturai to
Elephant Pasa should be postponed for a time; but 'L
do not refuse 1o sanction the early construction of thak
section, if on reconzideratien you can satisly me aud
my expert advisers that on the light 5ft Gin gaage it can
be made to pay AB INITIO.

The construction of the intermadiate linebetween
Elephant Passand Anuradhapura muat wait for the pre-
sent, When made, it mnat bo made on the existing 5ft
Gin gauge.

We are not compatent to say whether the
Gevernor and his professional advisers in the
Colony or the Becrotary of State snd his experd
advisers at Home are right in regard to the
views they take on the vaxed quesfion of
guage. Bub what we know and feel is that
owing to this dissgreemeat of opinion tthe
muoh-needed railway to Jaffuais o be poat-
poned sine dis. Itis o form the subject of
fresh inquiry by snother Commission as to
whether &he section from Kankesanfurai to
Elephant Pass on the 5 f6 6in guage would
pay ab initio. Wo osanod bring onrselves o

balisye that the Peninsula line, unless
furiher oxtended, wonld pay, if eumifruclad
on the standsrd gasmge. How eam 1t pay

when it will lose all ths mea-going traffic
to Colombo and Galle and even ¥he traffio that
now goes by oart ko the Vannies, Anusdhapura,
Mautale and Kuandy? Lt the Goveromont are really
anxious to give bo the cougesied populstion of
Jaftos sn ontles to the Vannies and the
bensfits of railway communioation with
sbe Southern portion of the Taland, they should
constuct the whole line from Kurunagalls fo

Kankesanturai as one work, snd it will nok only
atford relief to the people of the North bab alvo

prove a financial soceess, if pot immediately,
wrt_hlu a few years of ita constroction. Or if the
Ruilway is to be made by sactions they must
commence the work from this Peminsula, apply-
ing t'go principle of one-third of the cost being
contributed from the general revenue of the
quony. Wa do not see the advantage of the
railway extended to Annradhapura, withont the
proapsct of the line being extended to Jaffos
in the immediate futare. It is the people of
Jaffna who are in need of & railway and who
!:tua {for the last thirteen years agitated for
it,

we understand the Daspatch of
Mr. Chamberlain aright the lioe from
Kankasanturai o Elsphant Pass—the lins

that is sare  to afford immediate relisf to the
prople of this Paninsula—will not be constroct-
od unless it satisfactorily answars the bent of ‘will
it pay immediately,” while the section from
Kornnagnlis to Anoradhpora—the section that
will be of no nee to us hers unless forther
extended to reach this Peninwsnla—will be made
partly out of borrowed capital snd parily out
of the general revenus.

Nowis the time for a mass meeting
of the inhabitants of this Peninsnls
not merely to thank His Escellency the
Governer and the Secretary of Biate for what
they hava already dene in the promotion of
this Railway but also to point oukthe defects of
the policy now proposed to be adopted and
to rend a Memorial praying that if the eonstro-
tion of the whole line from Kurnnagalla to
Kankesanturai caonot be now andertaken, the
cemmencement of the work by sections may bs
done from this Peninwula.

Siucs the above was in typs & Committes
has been appointed by His Excellescy the
Governor composed of Rir F. R. Saunders,
the Government Agent, Northern Province, and
the Gonoral Manager of the Ruilway, to
ingnive info the bess ronts to be adovted for
the section of the proposed light broad
gange railway from Kankesanturai to
Elephant Pass, sod at the mme time e
{urnish estimate of trafic and working ex-
pennes, and to report whether in their opinion
a light brond gange railway costing Hs 58,000
per mile wounld pay ab intibio.

—_—

OUR FOOD SUPPLY.

For the last one week all the paddy godown
in the Joffna District have bewn closed the
whole supply having becoms ‘exhausted. Thi
is an event unprecedented in ihe history o
Juffus. Ssriouns distress, however, does not pra
vail in the country. This shows that Jaffoa
though it imports annnally about 2,000,u0
bushels of paddy, besides a lsrgs quantity o
rios and other food grains, and prodaces abon
half & million bashels of home-grown paddy
does not depend entiraly for the sustenauce o
its inhabitants en rice sud paddy slone Dr
graing, yams, maniocs sod the produoces ol th
palmyrah are the mainstay of the poorer olass
en, and this mccounts for the abseuce of sctaa
distress here even though rice and paddy hav
been selling here at a famine price for nbou
two montha and though cosst paddy could so
be had for & week or so either for love o
mowey. If suck s wcarcity prevailed 1u an
other Distriot of the Island she couscquence
would have been awlaily serions, usgwssitatin
relisf works being opened by the Guvernmen
snd affording gratutons relief to bhunsauds T
speaks woll of the indusiry and endurance o
our countrymen that every failure of ke loe

(eontinned on the +bh prgel
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