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NOICE:

The House and premises eituated at
Kankesaoturai. the property of the late
Mr. Advocate Nagalingam will be .sold
by public ancti ym on the spot on Sabur-
day the 12th March 1898 The ground
atfached to the house contains 11
Lachams Ve and 3 kulies. For terms
apply to the undersigned,

V. Casippillai
8, Valuppillai

Jaffna 24rh Executors

February 1898
—————
DELFT PONIES

The ‘annual sale of these hardy and
usefitl ponies will be held at the Jaffna
Kacheheri on the 16th April at 2 ® M.
or by private sale previously. An excep-
tionally good lot of fillies 18 available.

For terms apply to
Governinent Agent
Jaffna.
Aaffna Kachcheri .
12th February 1898
R W. IEVERS
Government Agent.
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VANTED_AN ASSOCIATION
FOR JAFFNA.

What joint stock Companies and Corporations
are to the snccesatul earrying on of merean-
tile pursnits and the promoting of a feeling of
mutnal confidence and business habits among
the peop!e. Associations composed of the land-
ing and represdfitative men of each enmmuniby
are to the efectusl furtherance and safeguard-
jug of the political  and social  in-
terests of the community. Politieal snd social
mogements initisted and eontinoed by sach or-
ghnizations have ‘greatar chances of snccess
than those commenead by individuals belong-
ing to no recugnized Asscpiations, ar the Gov
ernment yeceiva with reepect and attantion re-
presentations mada by euch bodies. Hence wa
find in most of the priucipal towns mome kird
of Amsociabions orother to further the well-being
of their inhabitants, Not to go beyond the limits
of thid Taland, we may mention the Planters
Association of Ceylon snd the Chamber of Com-
weres, which ara great powers in the land, ex-
ercising vast influan¢a and anthority with the
Governmeat and the pablie. What these hodies
are to the planters and the 1 erchanta of Cey-
lon, the Oeylon National Aseociation which wa
foar is now defunet, was to the Ceyloness in
gallel'll. It is a diggrees to the lenders of the
native communitivs of Colombo that they should
have allowed this Aswociation to evllapse for
want of public epirit =mong them., We are,
however. (lad  to find ]’-0|"l-icu1 Aspociations
gpringing np in some of the principal Towns of
Ceylon, which are sure o do immanse gond to
them—those for instance ab Chilaw, Moratuwa,
Panandurs and Nugomho. What we desire to
ges are Assuciativus in every itnportant Town
in ‘the Island. to snfegnard the interepts of the
iphabitants of the District of which the Towa

l ia the Capital and o represent to the Govern-
ment their wants and grievances,
are once established we could make a further

pgates from the differsnt Associations in the
Provincial Capitals year affer year ms the lo-
dian National Congress is held in Izdia

) Our immediate object in wriling this article
i to urge on the attention of our comnirymen
the veed of mn Association for Juffna, Of all
places in Ceylon, Jaffoa, by ressou of ita dis-
tance from the seat of Govercment, the largs

here who could constitute it, ita varions wania
pod interesta which require proper representa-
tion wnd safeguarding, and mors espscially on
scepant of the nbsenes of any seli-governing ins-
tifution here, is urgently in need of such an or-
ganigation. We, therefors, earnestly hope that
all men of light and leading in Juffua will se-
riously eunsider the question and form them-
solves inbo an Association before loug.

THE CLERICAL SERVICE.

(communicated )

Thers has been fur some fims past good den!
of murmur and discontent in the Clerical
braach of the Puablic Bervice of Caylon za re-
gards the manner in which appointments Aud
promotions are made, and thix appurently hias
led to the mpnointment of a Committee
to revise the Clerical system Tha exist-
jng system wan introdnced during the time of
8ir William Gregory, and it worked admirably
well till some time back. The System ix not
therefors much to blame, hub it is evidant that
the defect exists in the pemmser in which 1 is
worked., In the circumstances, a Cummisxion
of enguiry into the slleged grievances that have
becoms so very common of late wonld bhe
greatly desirable before a revision of the exist-
ing system is taken up. -

As matters now stand we wonld
solyes strongly urge npon Governnient the ne-
cussity of a revision of the system, caperially
as regards the execubive funetion of
appointments and promotions. W mumst em
phr\-t.ioﬂ.“] object to tha funetion being monis=
polized at the Soeretariat, snd it is wery de-
pirubls that = Board covsiding ab least of
thres senior members of the Civil Service musk
ba appuinted for the purposs of making clari-
onl appointments and promotions. The Heads
of Dapartments must invariably be consnlird
befors muking thess appointmints; and wa frel
sonfident that the evils so bitterly complained
of wars mors or less due to tha overlovking of
this course. 'The exeoutiva fanction of miking
these appointrasnts seems to have been relegsat-
ed to the Oolonial Office, as it whs snspacted
that the Heads of Dapartments might be in-
fluenced by favouritism. If this be o, we find
thecuse worse now, We should think that a dis-
gribution of fuyouritism is much (o ba preferred
to a monopoly of the same by one departmant,

Phere is another grest evil in the pro-
cednra now adopted. If & mistake in committed
at the Oulonial Office, the clerk or clacks who
suffor thereby, have no alternative but to keep
atrict silence. If they attempt at miking any
representation to the (tovernur, this rapressnta-
tion is referred to the officer who originally
committad the mistake, and it is no wander
that the purty thak made tke representation
receives no justice. This s indeed an
objectionable polioy. Even if a pauper rr_m}tes
a representation to the Gavernor complaining
of nny injustice done to him by a Government
Ofiiesr hig complaint 8 duly enquired 1nto and

When they |

move of holding an spoasl Conference of dale- |

body of intelligent and indepsudent gentlewen -

our= |
| it i hiohly desirable that s definite rule should

maning |

{ marmuar or

instice done; hat if the party agerieved 18 a
Government Clerk hie ig a'rn'up':iy sod arbitearily
told to keep ailsnce; and it i3 very nnfortasaie
that the Governor docs nok talks any great in-
terest in matters regarding (levival annoin b
medts, ha heing generally abided by the officer
'!rl chavge of tha work.  Suorely then the officce
in charpe has no choek over him and the paore
Clerks mnst. an dumb bratea sabwmit themscives
to any high-handed sct of his

We think that Cleriesl appointments must
he mada with great cantivn—evon with greater
cantion than in the cass of Civil Serviea ap-
pointment—as the formsr sppointments ecncern
the interest of Her Majesty's nstive snbjects,
and as xuch they form one of the important itams
of the administration of the Colony The elerks
aggiieved must ha given full seops tp  maka
any representation or appesl directly to the Goy-
ernor inRxoacutive Council apd dne engairy
(not mere referruce and repsrt)shonld be mads
nfo the complaink

Appointments and promotions should & a
rale be probational, nt least for thrae mooths,
within which period any cfiicer who thinks thab
hig claims haye hesn overlooked, may lay be-
fora the Governor his grievaneds and cbtain
redress. It is ouly &b the expiration of three
maonths, the appuintment shoold ba confirmed
it not concalled hufora that Appoictmests
onee made should not ba meiatdined in spite of
valid grounds to the confrary uader the ex-
ense thet it is bad policy to encourage re-
presantations.

At present thers seems fo ba no defiuits
vila to reckon senicrity. Cne officer in charga
of these appnintments reckons it by service,
another by salsry and a third by merit &o &o,
Qo that the fate of the poor clerks seems to de-
pend on the mere whims and eaprices of the
appninting officer who miay muke nse of this
plea or that to cavey oub his own obisct, This
abata of things is mach to ba deprecated and

he laid downones for all, and soch rals must
ba mads konwn to the Clerigal Staff in gen-
eral mo that Ihers may hs no raom for any
dimgimtent  smong  them We
dn not of courss mesa by this tlint  thera
shonld be no sxception bo tha ralay bot whas
wa inaist on is that exceptions should not ba
made  rales. Wa would i this connegtion
anogest that whenever a dueiitisn from tha
generunl rule ia intandad. it most be a{rauinll,
snhmitted to the Governor und his sanc 10n ob-
tuined hafora hand, :
Another rele was introduesd of lata which
geoma to us rather to ba an tujiat one, It a clerk
ia nnwilling to move from ona station to another
he is anid to forfeit all his fatare promotions.
We fail to see the propriety ef this rule. It s
olerk doss nof wish to sccept apromotiog elga.
where farsome resaan ar other. ha doea so
at  hix own risk, Dbuoause ha cartails
the aphere of his own promotion; ’nn_d thia
is the very reason why he shonld ha given free
Pr-nmﬂl_inn- in tha swmall sphere that ha haa
snlsoted. Buton the eontrary, to tell him that
beoanse ha did not like to have nn enlarged
aphara of promotion, ho ix deniad all chanees of
prcmntiou for ever npneara t'n })? very
impolitie. It is indend hardly ]nsbshu'h!e to
treat the Clarks and (Civilians alike as regards
teanafers, The Civilians are highly prid officers
and they can well afford to defray any adii=
tional exponse throwa on them. But to order
onb a elerk from onaplace to avother forthe sake
of an increass of Re7 or fa & n month~—=which
(rontinued on the 4bh page)
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e
will not even cover half the additionul expense
that might thereby be thrown on him—not to
sperk of the many incotvenienees and !;rm:blen
pécu.'liu.r to nalives in stranie places—is more
than an inflicticw of panishiment or him. '

Welnre willing to concedes thet clerks serving

in unhwalthly alimntes should be given a transfor
to healthier plicss nt stated intervals and their
pervices in nnlheailly climates should be con-
sideved a8 an additionnl clinm for  promo-
t}iﬁne} but ab the sume time dae consideration
shenld be given to the services of qlarkn who
Tad already servad in unheslthy climates and
their claims should not be overlooked na it is
Y erally dore :
nﬂ’;’ﬁggmth: exling system of the clerical
gorvice wns insngnrated duving  the regime
of Sit W, Greyory, the yariens Depuriments
of Gaveromant wore clugsified ia  different
groups, and those n sach group were_mnalgn-
mated tog. ther for tlie suko of promotion; and
promotions ta clsiks were iuvariably gr:fl!::nv‘{]
to tha group to which they belonged This
role ks now beeu uverlooked and elerks who
could enmmund influsoceor favour arve found
to get prumotion fvom one group to the other
ju direct viclativn of 1he above rule,and the poor
clerks who sulfer thershy sre powerless to
remedy this evil snd they only sabisly them-
eslves oy, carsing thei- futs

It wons rale in formar days  te ohsarve
turns io the case of prowoekions, e, if & Jjuniar
clerk is put over his senior by soma chanes or
other, tha next tnrn wes given to the senior and
he was put aver hig Juvior sgain. This exceilent
rale 18 now slmost newleoted. If ajouior i now
Tub over nosenior by seme chunce, EEnIONILY
of the junior is maintamed snd he is given

\pramuti': ng aver his senior all through. Bo thas

the prospects of the poor quill driver seem (0
be a mutter of lottery and wre not controlled by
an intelbgent Government, 1f 8 senior’s cluims
beoverlooked owing to nny misiake committed by
him we can well noderstand snch a course; but
in the absence of auny thing recorded agaivst
him it is inexplicable to us why a wistake
ence cowmitted aceidentally or intentionally
should nut be remedied at the earliest oppor-
tanity,

Now =as fto the promotion of first claes
efficers into the second class Officers. serving in
the first clues for a stabed perivd—say 12 years
~should be shown some indulgence and given
promofions inko the second class ppon  the re-
commendation of the immediate saporior. But
we now kee that while n large nuwber of in-
tolligent aud hardworking clerhs are beiug
allowed fo remain iuthe first class for aver
20 und SUyears clerks who bave not passed any
examiontion aod who are only 4 and5 years in
the service are given substantial promotions in
the second class. What does all this betray?

These zra only a few of the many defects in
the axisting system of muking clarical ujpoint-
ments, and it is bighly desirable that immedinte
Btaps should be taken to put a stop to this
state of things We wonld jike that gentlemen
like Messer, Ellis and \White should be pot in
the Committes nuw enguged in revising the
syrtem

—~ x| e

LOCAL AND GENERAL.

The Weather—Thers Los heen no rain
1ast fortuight. The heat during the day is iuteysn,

Cliole ra—Wo lesin thiat during the third out braal
of cliolera at {'-I-m-nugum there hnve bagn till toduy L9
eares with 20 deaths, The removil of the pabients and
Enspucts to Kanlkeranturei is gaverally eondemned Ly
the public. Even if it bae bean done pil| vow o ing Lhe
closing of the port, to tontinne 9 use tlig quaransine
sheds as Ololera Hospital afier tha re-opening of tle
pore would prove detrimnntal toits interest4,

Our Food Supply——The 8, 8, Seindin arvived Yero
and unchored off Mandaitive Inst weelk with 37,01 u‘}
bags of paddy from Algynb. SBhe iy wiill LII:—'i.',hlu'L[lllg.hF\l'
cargo, The Joflos (ustoms Presont o busy u;.}{
snimated sppenranns. Two more steamers arin PXpEGlod
in the eonvee of e weeke Trom Bhie  Emme place ane
with 15,000 bagd and the other wigh sl bags, Tha
native vesacls nlso have begun Lo sreive and bi'.; |-,:
estimnted tha® before the end of Lhiv  mouth 4000
garces or G40, 000 bushely of paddy from the ports  of
Burmah will be landed i thae purtds of )i J},‘,[,,Ir.,'
not togpeelk of the poddy and rice thab will curne 1|r\.u.l
Maosulpatam, Uneansin und the parts of o b Tod i
We also learn ¢l JRIR] |'J.-|r;:-.« of rice nra expecied I‘ruu-.
Caleuttn by a steamer fi B ARy op twi, Tha  prics ‘.;'
paddy has now gona down (o Ra. 1—75 o bushiel,

Jafina Roilwav—A meting

-:‘!'.:' i..:g"t,[m

of thae 5_L|l-'|wr|y om-

mittee was hield on the 2het ultim. i, kb Pettal Dikpyr

uinder the presidency of Me, Ad vorate Knnignsalng |'Flr,
was resolved Lo hold w genaral mentinge of 1 i.,].;.|J|.
tants of Jalfia on glia Sehlnstant, nud b i b ee
composed of Ky, Advorate Kantgnsnhin, ot ..|-:
Ohangurupitlsi, Santin pillai and .'-'\|.,--,“.|—..,,|,__|.,r asd
My, A. Supappathy was appointed 1o diafy n .\'ln_.'rlmr 1l
tiy the Seeretary of Stule thunking Bing fon whe sanetion

uf the weevion of  tha Novthes i Ltwndn
Kurnnrealls aud Avnradhapurn and PEuY g hu" thie
further extonsion to Kankosarburai, tu by u-_;:‘.|,{;.l| e
the genernl mooving, o

Railway

D e

|

Pergonal—Mr, M, Sanmugam, District Engineer
Eanukeni, is now in Jaffna baving _eome on leave, Tle
ig the only Tamil now left in the bigher grade of the
P. W. D, oui of alarge numbier that were connected
with it uot long ngo.

—Mr. Murngasampillai, Dapnty Collector of Tanjore
if uxpected to pay o visit to Jalfus his native place,
before the end of this month after an absence of several
yeuds from i6,

De A. Ponnnmpalam—This gentlemen who is Sub’
Agst, Col: Burgeon, Baddula, 18 now in Julfua having
come bo give evidenoo iv the Supreme Court iu the ‘Hnu-
var case which bas been tranferred vo the District Court,

The late Mr, Bundvam Pillai—It is with the deepast
regro! we have to record the death of Mr. Sundram
Pillai, ex-shroft of the Juflna Kachekeri which oeopred
yesterday st Vannarponnai after & protracted |||I1|\-b:||.
He wus very Lighly concectad being the son of Mr.
Kutripillai, a well-known merchant, and contemporary
of Armmnuga Chetlinr, Mr Sundrampillsi d:&bugun-h_e(l
himselt Ly vhe leadimg part be took in the sevantics
in bringing to light fthe forgery cennected wilth the
vast estate of the Hrahmin Priest of Viluveli and to
condign pusishment the persons converned iu iv.

—_————

THE BUPEME COURT.

The first crimiual sessions of the Supreme
Court for the year 1848 was oprned hers on
Monday the 21st uliimo by the Hon bls Mr,
Justica Withers Mr Cooke was Crown
Counzel, My Stork acted as Registrar, Mr
Pring a8 Private Sucretary, Mr. Muttiynh aad
Mr De Silva as Tamil and Sinhalese Inter-
preters respectively, There wers only four
cuses on the calendar. Prisoners who were foor
in number in case No. 1 were put into the dock
charged with abduction. The Crown Counsel
brought to the notice cf His Lordship that the
lst acensed who eeduced the girl had sinee
marrisd h-r legilly with the approval and congent
of her parenta and had paid Bz 200 ns _eowms
pensation He therefore asked the permission of
bhe Uburt to withdraw the case. His Lordship
ulliwed the mceusod to be discharged and iufor-
med them that theyware not acquitted and vhat
the lst wccused would be liable to be prosecuted
for the sam3s offence if he wonld fail to fulfil his
engagemsats with his wife,

Case No.2 from Mannar in which s Moor-
man was earged with culpabls homicide not

amounting to marder wss shen tranferred to |

ghe Jaffua District Court.

Case No. 3 was the same day disposed of. In
this case one Pattan 'Tilliyan of Nellore was
charged with abduction. An Eoglish-speaking
Jury of which Mr, H Todd was forsman was
eulled to try this case. Mr. Advocate Tiru-
navavak-Arasn defended the acessed who was
acquitted and discharged,

The remaing case No 4 was taken up the
nextday Sinnaddi Sionadurai of Point Pedre
was charged with culpable howmicide not
amonuting to murder, My, J. P. Todd was fore-
wan of the Jurg The prisoner who was un-
defeuded was convicted of causing grievous
hurt and sentenced totwo yearsrigorous imprison-
ment,

The Judge and euits

left here the next day
for Trincomalie,

MR B. G. TILAK B, A,

L.L B,

The name of Mr Tilak has now bhecame well-
known thronghont the civilised world, on ac-
count of his prosecution for sedition, convigtion,
and lhc{ Sentence of eighteen mont! g imprison-
et which he is noyw undergoing, Although he
wus convicted by the six Baropenus who were in
thie jury thit trigd him, althongh the High Oourt,

of Bombayhas upheld that conviction, and al-
though the Privy Couneil also has refased to
interfore, yet his countrymen hold Mp,
Tilak to be innocent of the charge sagainst
him, and even some Eoglishmen of the highest
authority and position are of the same opinion.
Sir Joho Budd Phear, who was a Puisne Judge
of the Lhigh Court of Culeuttannd was one of the
wblest wnd most conscientous Chief Justices
Ceylon hag wver bad, in the course of an able
articls on the eubject of Mr Tilak's trizl avd
emvictivn makes the following remarks #hn
‘Indin”" of the 7th Junuary last:—

|
]

|
|

i
|

16 ie hardly too much to say that the naw famons
Tiluk aifair has, from beginning to end, been most gn.
happy in its ineidents, The history of onr 0wn country
uffords exnmples in abundance to prave that prosecu-
Lign for merve seditions libel i apt to be s weapon of
the hoomeraug eort in the bands of the Governmens
which haw recourse to it. Whether convietion or ac—
quittul, resuit, the Government usually comes out the
grester gulfaror from bhe enconnter, And assoredly in
the Tilok cose the gentenre of 18 months’ imprison-
ment founded on the divided verdiet of nine jurymen—
81X of whom, members of the foreign ruling olusy, Leld
thit the ineriminated Jocuments, which they could
nat read or understand in the original, were caleolated
to inecite disalicction, while the remaining thres,
natives of tha conntry, who could read the documents,
said they had not such tendency—suvh a sentence
resting on such a verdict certuinly seems ut a first
glance to bear w stronger likeness to the smart stroka
of an angry exeoutive than to _the culm. unbiassed,
judicial vindication of well-sstublished law.

Moreover, when wa examine the tirenmetanoes more
alozely, the case, Lo say the least of it, i3 slow in
assuming any better cowplexion.

The aceused person was thorged, {1) with exeiting
feelings of disaifection; and (2) with altempling to
excite taelings of disalfuetion, Put st the trial, 8o far
s RPpears, it was not attempted to prove that leelings
of disaflection kad anywhere in fact resulted from the
supposed incitement; or that the nceusad actually
entertaingd any intention to axcite feelings ofjdicul fec-
tion, The only‘ubetantial guestion in the case made by
the Government seems to linve been whether the langu-
age of the doouments compluined of wes such that the
publisher of them must ba taken to have known that
it was likely to excite feelings of disaffaction, and that
cousequently it muost be inforred in law that he intend-
ed =0 Lo excite such feelinga. But how difficalt it was

| Lo extrach the rought for weaning and tendency from

| the case av very

the language of the incriminated documents is  mani-
fest from the remarkably uble addross to the juy of
blie learned judge before whom the case was tried,

In a comparatively early park of hia somming-up the
learued judge told ghe jury:

“There is a preliminary question to be considered,
and that is what is the meaning of Bestion 124s of the
Penal Code, and what is the natars of she offence
whieh it makes punishable. That preliminary qnestiou
i for me to decide. The law requires you.lo acceph
from me the explanation of the section and of the
olfence; and it is then for you to determine on the
evidence before yon wliether the faots constituting
the offence as explaived by me have been established,
and whether the prisonersare guilty or not.”

Ard he proceeded to direct tlie jury aa to the law of
unueual length, labouring to give
section 1244 n scope which had not hithoreto besn
attributed to it Having done ko, he did not confine
himself 1o this duty, but went on, as lie was, no doubt,
m the exercise of Lis diseretion entitled to do, to lay
before the jury his gwn eonelusions fram the evidencs,
supporting them by & ennrse of argument so lengihy,
detwiled, and ingenions as to he inevitably suggestive
of anxiety to obtaiu a conviction,

And the presence of the Lord Chancellor (one ef tha
most respengille members of Sha Government which
anthorized the proseentiog) ut the hearing of the ap-
v lication to the Pricy Oounwil uriforinoately maintain.
;3-% r|.hm cumplexion of the procesdings up to the very

A5Gy

Wa  published sometima back Me Tilak's
letter 69 & Feiend written before hig trinl, re-
fnsing to apolovice to the G wvernment; from
which it wonld have besn ssen that it was in
his power b suve himelf from tha ignominy
trial and ill-!:1'>.-hr-r||-<1lt if he «nd Uﬂly

bodered sn mpology  Now comes the news
that the Gowenment a willing to release him
on gertain condidogs. bt Me Tilalk prefe!‘s to
) renin 10 Jwl M e ss g '|i|;s-T|Hl]] ra]aaned.
."'-l_\'.i Pl Amasite B 2nr p-‘\hﬂl\':l“:—

This rnrmons 13 st orders have come
Erony Bvetnod n lik . W besed of it two
wer s iggo. We w1l ' e Be .,,b,)-nn:.hogl-
preg oflored 100y " t vionhl pgrea to certain
torms, bt wloeh I s way b nedept. Wa
ewrinnt voneh bar bhe e of wo veaiiesy. but, it ig
o Tt bht the Hlowned As«omianinn wus moved on be.
half of Mr. Tiluk and that the memihérs of thet
plnhu-llw_u;‘ic body wrote 1o thie Seareinry of Bale 1o
ask the Bombay Government to accord. him hotter

&& PFPrntep awp PoBnisuen

trentmont, Most probahiy, it ie owing tojthe exertions
of the Howard Associution that a better Lreatmert iy
being now aceorded to him. 3

1Y P, CakrHiaiss=
Paoat rok  Ti® PhorulsTong At rgn Harva.
rEAKASs YaNTRS Qrvice, Jarpsa,
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