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NOTICE.:

—
Tenders for provisioning the differcnt
bospitals and Asylums in the Island dur-
ing 1899 are due at this offize on Monday
the 25th July 1898 For further parti-
culars see Government Gazette of I17th
June 1898
' ALLAN PERRY
Principal Civil Medical Officer
and Inspector General of Hospitals
Colombo 28th Jane [893,

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JAFFNA.
Orpee Nist

Testamentary
200

: Jnrisdiction

Class II
In the Matter of the Estate of the
Inte Muorukesar Chsumukam of
Vannarponnni 8 cer
Deceased
Chanmokam Chuppiramaniyam of Vannsrponuai
West Petitioner
Vs
Marimuttn widow of Chanmukam of Vannarponnai
West
Respondent

This matter of the Petition of Chanmukam Chuppira-
maniyam of Yanuarponnai West praying for Letters
of Administratior to the estate of the sbovenamed
dacessed Muorokesar Chanmukam coming on for dis-
posal before U. Eardley Wilmot Esquire, District
Judge, on the 26th day of May 1898 in the presence of
Measrs Casippillni & Oathiraveln Proctors on the part
¢f the Petitionsr and affidavit of the Petitioner dated
the 26th day of May 1888 having been read, it is
declared thut the Pelitioner is one 0f the heirs of the
siuid intestate and is entitled to have Letters of Ad
ministration Lo the estate of the ssid Intestate tissned
%0 him nuless the Respondentor any other person shsll
on or, befure the 11th day of wuly 1888 show sunfficient
enuse to the satisfacsion of this Court to the contrary.

Bigned this 26th day of May 1893
U. EARDLEY WILMOT
District Judge.

THE ITINDU ORGAN.
JAFPRA, WRONESDAY JOLY 6, 1898

THE NORTHERN RAILWAY,
—r—

This railway which has heen the subjeck of
agitation for the last thirteen years is now
within measaraile distance of being actnally
constrocted, The first meeting of the inhabit-
aots of Juffua asking for the boon of railway
extension to the capital of the Northern Prov-
ince was hald in the District Court Honse on
the 14th November 1885 under the presidency
of Mr Cross, then Agant of the now defunct
O B O, The agitation has since been kept
up by the Railway Committee appointed at thag
meeting,with naabated ardour, untill ita laboars
RPA DOW, We MAy #ny, crowned with soccess,
There wera times when the prospects of this
railway seemed doomad, if wot for aver, at least
for & peneration. S Arthar Gordon (now
Lord Stanimore) in reply o un Address of the
CQommittee present «d b0 bim in Jaffos in 1887
said: I feur that for many a day to come the
scheme will remain but a tantalisinz vision,
awaitiog fature realigation by other handa than
ours.’' Bir Arthor was, however, unable to
refuse the request of the loeal Committer, ably
seconded in Council by the the: Tamil Memwher,
Mr. Ramanathan for the sppointment of wseluct

Commiltes of Council to reporton this project.

The report of thisselect Committse mude in 1889
Waxed on the evidence of Mr,(now Bir)W,0.Twy-

nam. was g0 adverse to the cause of railway
extension to Jaffna that almost everybody here
despnired of seeing the Iron Horss in thia Pen-
insula daring his life time at least. There was
one man, however,tha Rev. Father Lytton, who
was nat disheartened bythese reverses. He want
to Colombo on & special mission to agitute
this question at the seat of Government. 'I'he
result of his lebours there was s grand and
representative meeting ksld in the Colombo
Library on the 5th Aungust 1889, under the
presidency of the late Mr. A M Farguson
C. M G., at which resolations were unanimously
pussed urging on the Government the
neeessity of roconsidering the question of
Railway extension to Jaffga. It was anid
of that meeting that it was ‘one of the
most emphatio expressions of public opivion
that had been witnessed in Ceylon.” This
was followed by » long debate in tha
Lagislative Conncil on the motion of Mr Rama-
nathan for the re-sppointment of a select Com-
mittes to cousider this question. But the Tamil
Member’s motion was defsated by a majority
of ome, ulli the anofficial memhers voting for
it; and the officisls againstit. But Sir Arthor
G don was obliged before he retired from the
G overnment of this Colony to appoint & Com-
mission to investieate the question of railway
extansion to the North afresh.

Sir Arthur Havelock took np ths gnestion
in right earnesk apd appomted a fresh Com-
missivn with Mer Ramanathan wx a M:mher,
Thia Commission econsisting of Mr. (now Sir
F R Baanders, Mr. Williams, Mr. Christie,
Mr Ramanathan, Mr. BowdwinSmith, and Mr.
Henry Buis, after visiting daffus 10 Septe mber
1280, recommendad to tlre G%m me=a% tha sur
vay of tha proposed roube, which was vorriad
onh with tha sanction of the Beovetary of Siate,
Bat when the Chairman of the Commigsion and
two other Commiasioners were absent in Eng
land, snd without consalting the convenicncs
of Mr Ramanathan and in defisnce of his vish-
es, Mossrs Williams and Christie mada an ad-
verse report in the name of the whole Cim-
mission, On the strength of this report Sir
Arthur Havelock, or whom the hopes of Jaffuu
were at oue time centred in regurd to the ex-
tension of this railway, not only gave up the
project as impracticable, but also sonnded =
note of warniug to his sucoessors, in his Faire-
well Address to the Legislative Council,in 1895,
rot to uodertake this work, as it would, in his
opinion, prove a financial failure and a buarden
on the Colony. Bir Arthar Havelock had thua
done greater harm than even Sir Arthar Gor-
don to the cause of Railway extension to the
North.

Tt was left to His Excellency Sir J. West
Ridgeway to leave an imperishable name in
Ceylon 83 & far-seeing statesman and a bold
administrator, and to earn theundying gratitude
of the people of the North, by obtaining the

sanction of the  Imperial Gevernment
for the construction of & section of
the line and promize of farther sanction

of the remaining portion of the railway which
Sir Arthur Gorden pronounced to be a '‘tan-
tulising vision,” anod which was but two years
back given up by Sir Arthur Havelock as an
jmpracticable project. His Excellency’s great
abilities, his  training as a goldier.
snd his vast Jodian experience  etoed
him 1n good stead, in speedily coming to &
favourable decision on this question, and doing
syerything inhis power tomake thisgreat Northern
Railway a fait accompli during his adminisbra~
tion of Ceylon: The Jaffua Railway Committee
spproached Hin Exoellency with @ fresh wme-

morisl on the sobject soon after hie arrival
in  the Colony and he visited Jaffnm
in Jannary 1897 in order to become persooally
acquanted with the place and to decide as soon
a8 possible, if railway extension was realiy ne-
cessury in the interesta ofthe peopls here. His
lizcellency sent a D-spatoh to the Seerstary of
State dated May 6,1897 recommending the con=
struction of the section from Kaorunagalls to
Anuvradhapura on a light broud rasge,ard the
saction from Knnkesanturai to Elephant Pass
on a narrrow gaage of 2 feet 6 inches, This
Despatch is a remarkable document, generally
admitted to be one of the nblest deapatches
ever sent from thia colony to the Imperial Gov-
ernment on the subject of railway construotiom
ia Ceylon. His Excellency’s earneat advocacy
of this eause resulted. as onr readers are awars,
in the sauction being accorded to the section
from Kuranagalla to Annradhapora o the
standard guage of 5 feet 6 inches, on the con-
dition that one third of the amonant required
for the constraction of this section should bs
defrayed from the general revenne of the colony,
As to the Peninsula section, the' Seorstary
of State decided that it shoold also be con~
stracted on the standard guage of 5 feet
6 inches, and he withheld hiz ganction to-
it nntill he and his expert advisers were
eatiafied that this  section, if oconstruoted
on 5ft 6 in guaga, woald pay ab initio. This de-
cision of the Secretary of Btate in regard to the
anction from Kankesantarai to Elephant Pass
did not give ganeral satisfuction hare, ns it was
believed that His Bxcellency wonld ba obliged,
inview (fths clamoars of the Buropean Planters
tor special privileges to tham in regard tn rail-
ways to planting Distriots,to allow this sectioa to
wait for unnther docade or so, more espeeially
Ag it was thought that it was not sasy for His
Excollency ro satisfy the Secratary of Siate
that the Peninsula section would in itaelf pay
ub initio.

B+ His Bxcellancy was equal to the ocoaginm.
s was determinad that Jaffus shoold have:
Railway, and,immediately oa the reesipt of i Mr.
'hambarlain’s D-spatoh on the Northern Rail-
way, appointed a special Commission sonsisting
of Sir Fredrick Saunders, Mr, Iavers, and Mp
Cantrall, to proceed at ance to Jaffua and repork
whether a line of 5 foet 6 inchus gniza onsting
Ba 58000 a mile wonld puy ab tpitio, Thiw
commission arrived in Jaffna in Murch last and
after taking evidence locally and after a fall
considaration of the returns of the prababls
traffic of the Peninsula section praparad for the
Jafton Railway Cummittes by Me M, Chion-
anppah ot Moolay, whose valuable services im
this conusction wa commend, has made ite
report showing that the line will not ouly pay
ab initio but will lsave a nat profit of fs 5259
snnually, We give the ocovclnding poron of
the report in anuther column His Excellenoy
has now eent this report of tha Commission  to
the Sscretary of State bo sutisfy him and his
expert advisers thatthis ssction will pay ab
initie, and he has, ia the Daspatoh that sccom-
panies the report of the Commission, asked the
permission of Mr. Chamberlain to commence
the construction of the two sections simultan-
eonsly—from Kuranagalla to Anuadhapura and
from Kankesnnturai to Klephant Puss or
Paranthan Wa have now little donbb that this
permission will be granted,

'he Secratary of Bate has now rovisad his
deeision in regard to the amonnt that should be
voted oub of the revenue of the Colony for tha
constraotion of the section from Kurunagalla
to Apuradhapura, In his Despatch of the 144k

(eontinned an the 4th page)
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e o el

ast Mr. Chamberlain ordered that cae
;'b.i:.‘i“:l,t‘h::mouit required. for the section,
that is about 15 lakhw, should be defrayed from
the Island’s revenoe. He has, however by =
rnbrequent t=legram and despatch requested that
*in view of extraordinary surplus of last year
sod large revenue eatimuto for presunt  year...
25 lakhs of rupees must be now ur duving con-
stroction funnd vut of revenne ** “Rueult of this
will ba'* Mr Chamberluin adds, *'thut acvording
to ertimates furnished by you, this section will
from ils opening pasy working expenses, to-
gether with intereast and sinkicg fuoud on loan
of 15 Iakhs of rupess, which isall that will bave
o be rrised”

If His Excellency has vot by his Daspatoh of
Oth May last to which we Lave already referred
convinced the Secretsry of “tute of the justice
and necessity of extending the railway to Jaffna,
although it may not be a paying concern at the
outset, as a work to which the commercinl test
of “will it pay"” shonld wot be applied, the
Twperisl Government would not have ssoctioned
it, much less to ils construction partly ont of
the revenus of the Colony. Tha people of
Jaffua caunot be sofficiently thankial to His
Excelleucy Sic J West Ridgeway for what he
has done earuestly und zeuluusly to give to them
the boon of easy and ready meana of communics-
tion with the other parts of ihe Island and we
el sure thas Lis vame will be remecinbered here
with geat veneration and gratitude not ouly by
She present generation but slso by future genera-
tions

We hope to deal with the interesting Rail-
way debate that took pluce in the 'Legis!ative
Conneil on the 22nd nltimo in our next issue,

THE GLENOMERA ASSAULT CASE,

This was a case tried in the Pulice Court of
Hatton by Mr Fresman, Police Magistrata, in
which two coast Tamils, Sinna Ramasnmye, a
Ksugavi, aud Aramugam, a cooly, were con.
victed of nesuult oo Mr Charles Carmichael. the
Aseistant Superintendent of Glenowern eatate
and senterced to thres months imprisonment
sach. Oo reading Mr  Freeman’s judgment,
ui the time it appeared in the Colom bu papors,
we thought that, according to the Magisirate's
finding of facte, the accused should have been
scqnitted. Mr. Freaman animadvert-d atrongly,
and we think rightly,agaiuet the conduct of Mr.
QOarmichael who begau the qoarrel by merciliess-
ly assanlting ths cocly Arumogam The Magis-
trate, however, convioted the neensed ag they,in
bis opinion, exceeded the right of self defenece
by cutting the complainant with knife. The ac-
cused appealed to rhe Supreme Court agninst
this decision,and Mr Juostice Lsurie has affirmed
th> Judgment of the Court below, We pubiish
his Lordship's judgment below, as Hix Lord-
ship's prononncemert on the rights of master
and servant deserves to be widely known We
are bound to aceept His Lordship's assurance
that he was not importing into his Judgment
any feeling of race or country. But we do not
think that there will be general approval of the
law laid down by Hig Lordship that the cooly
who speaks insnlting words to hia master desery-
0210 be kicked and that no young Superiniend-
enl with his salt could Listen }o such tnaults
without rising lo bry Ie strength with a man whe
purposely insulted him in presence of the coolies,
men and wemen looking on and listening  The
eﬁ_eqt uf this Judgement wil] be, in our humble
opinion, to encoursge Sinna Durais like Mr.
Carmichael tu illtrest coolies ang take the law
into their own hands at the elightest provocs.
tion, which i« not calcolated to establish good
end satisfactory relutions between plunters ang
coulivs  The “Times of Caylon in commenting
vt this Jodgment writes: — “Moreuver he (M,
Justice Laurie) goea further and eays that Mp
Carmichael wug justified in sssaulting the cooligs
in the mauner be did, when they prossly insnlted
him, The Judgment in Buother enlumn will be
read with grent interest. Andthe B D eannow
breathe more ficely aa he ninsters his eooliss in
ke grey of & wonsoon morning, aud bless Lhe
name of Mr Justice Laurie'
The following is Mr, Justice Laurie's Judg-
ment:—
This is » enss in which i ies
sharged with cousing h |xr:‘:)it,{u:1]:1i:ir:«nlt:?tFul:;:-v:.ut:-s:

It was arged Lhat Armogan used his kyife under prave
and sudden provocation, Mr, Carmichael baving runy

no young Sopsrintendent worth hig galy rould listen
ta such inenite withoot riging to try his Eurength with
Lhe mun wlio purposely insulted him in the presence of
the coolier, nien and women looking oo and listening,
Armogsm ran away, bu¥ Mr. Carmichaal overtoolk
him and kicked him ap he wal) dessrved, The svidene

| pentleman
residence und education, under whogs auspices

doas not lead me to think that Mr, Oarmichael behaved
badly; be waa not armed—not even with & atick.

Armogam had two knives: there was the rink of the '

rest of the coolies sasisting Armogam, 1 do nob think
that Mr. Carmichael took undue sdvantage ol hin
pogition, if indeed at that place, and in thess circum-
stances the [act that he was Superiolandapt alone
smoog & let of ill-disposed cooliee way not » disadvant-
nge, placing him on & most difficulk position wlhen it
was absolutely necessary to show he was not afraid, if
ke ever hoped to be obeyed again. Armogam. wheo
atopped by the kick, turned round on his masker and
they came to closs quorters, when according to the
Mugiatrate, Armogam cut his master twice on the nape
of lis neck with 8 pruning knife, snd then the firat
accuped, (the head kangany) came up and sbruck his
master with a cane and cut him with a praning knife
ou the back, These two men showed no injuries, Mr,
Carmichael was unarmed. This seoms to men bad case.
Ttrust ] am not importing into my judgmeant any
feeling of race or country. 1 feel sure I wounld have
wrilten the same words Liad dkis been » caso where a
Sinhalese lubonrer hiad ent. bis Sinhalase master, In my
opinion the case was one which should not have been
brivd by s Polics Mugistrate, bub by a Higher Court.
Thess 1nen have Lo my mind besn very inadequately
punished but in Jappeal [ have never enhanced a
punishment, being donbtful that the Code _permits ik
and being unwilling to make s man's position worse
on his own appeal. >

1 have snid enough to show that I disagree with the
view so eniphatically expreased by the Magistrate of
the respective conduct of the complsinant and the
accused.

I uffirm the convieiti

LOCAL AND GENERAL.

Hindu College—Six of the students of this
College who went in for the ! A. Examina-
tion of the Calcuttsa Unversity—A, Visuvana-

3

and

i than, Hannibalze, A. Chinnacutty, V Saravana-
| mutte, 8 Thorraiapps, aud N. Valupillai—have
“eome  off successful

The Graduation exercises of the College
takes place tomorrow, when a large number
of friends aud well-wishers of the Institution
I8 expected to attend.

Mr Advocate Kanagasnbai—This gentleman
whoisnelingus Police Magistrate of Point Podro
and Chavakachcheri, has been Gugetted to be s
Meniber of the Buard of Health of the Northern
Proviuca in the pluce of Mr. A, Sinoatawby,
decenyed

The Abduction Case—TIt stands prstponed for
the 9th Tustant. The cass book has been re-
turned, we understand, by the Solicitor-General
with instructions to commit the scoused to stand
their trial before the Bupreme Court

Sale of Cocosnut Estates—We learn from
notices Appearing in the Government Gagette
of the 25th nltimo that all the estates which
belonged to Mr.dJ P, Todd and which were
transferred by him to R.M A R A &
Supramanian Chetty by deed dated 28th April
1898 aud bearing No. 819, attested us notary
by Mr. T. Chaogarupillai J- P Crown Proctor,
are to be sold by the Fiscal of Jaffna on the
16th and 18th Instant under writ No. /10964
D. C. Colombo for tprecovery of Fa 90,598, We
onderstand that these estates were eold to the
Olewty subjest to mortgage to the Plaintiff in
this case, and that the Chetty has gone to
Colombo to settle this debt and to fres the
eatates from this encumberance,

A Lectore—Mr H. A, P. Sandrasagara Ad-
vacate, delivered a lecture at the Hindy College
Hall on Saturday the 25th Ultimo at 6-30 2L
M before a large and appreciative wsudience
on Internatioual Morality. Mr. Advoonte
Tirunavakarasn  presided. The lecture  was
really a very learned and interesting one. Al
thespeakers that were called upon to make their
remarks on the lecture—Mr. Chuugnrapillai J P.
Crown Proctor, Rev. D, P. Niles. Mr, Proctor
Onrpenter, Mr. Chelvarayen, Ellankaynayagn
Mudsliysr, Mr. K. (O, Kadramer, Mr." N-
Chelvadurai. and the Chairman—admitted the
lecture to have been ag intellectnal treat to
them and bighly  complimented  the
leoturer. There wus ag interesting debate
88 to the justice of the action of the Euro-
Peéan powers including Grest Britain in their
interference with Chiua, which the lectarer
denounced in strong terms ms & breach of all
internetional law and morality, Most of the
speakers concurred in the view expressed Dy
the lecturer

“Museum”—This is the titls of & monthy
periodical which hag jost made its Appearance
in Jaffns It ig devoted to wit mnd humour,
gcience wod literature, Great credit ia due to
Mr, Chelvaraynn, a young and intelligent Tamil
with the advantage of Buropeun

it has been sturted, Wo extend 6o it a hearty
welcome and wiah it 4 loug and usefal career.

Obitnary—Wea deap] regrek to b
record the deat:h of Mg., Siuﬁmbulum Kn::t:?
pillai, ev-Udaiyar of Vaonoarponuai  Wesp

which occurred at Vannarponnai on the 4th
Tustant of hear! divease. The deceased was &
well-known native Doctor, and in deference
to the wishes of his numeroms patientsa and
friends he resigned hia Udaiyarship #nd devot~
ed his latter daya entirely to the practica of
the medical profession. He was a son-in-law of
Mr, 8 Ramupillai, the renowned native medical
practitioner, and father-in-law of Mr 8§
Sioniyah, Travelling Agent of the New
York Life Ascurance Company. We offer gur
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved ones.

A New Muduliyar—Mr Frank R. Sandrae
sagra, Assistant Science Master, St, Joseph’s
College, Colombo, 3rd son of the late Mr, I B.
Sandrasagra. the popular und trusted Agent of
the B 1 8. N. Co Ld. has been appointed to
the Mudaliyarship of Vavonia North, which has
been vacated by the retirement of his tpra-
decessor, Mr R W, 1levers, Lhe Government
Agent, could not have made u better selection
for anch a trustworthy appointment than in the
person of Mr Sandrasagara, M, Sandrasagrs
18 a scion of the Sindrasagara family of the
Northern Province with an ancient lineage and
honorable traditions. He is & grandson of the
late Chevaliar  Saudrasagra Mudlr: Saveri-
muttu Mudlr: and a relation of rhe ling line of
the Chief Mudaliyars of the Jaffoa Kachcheri,
who rendered signal and faithfal services to the
English Government, We tender our heartfelt
congratalations to the Mudaliyar and hope ¢o
see him rise in the Dapartment —Cor,

The late Mr. Windus—We deaply regred to
have to record the deash of Me Wiadas, Editor
in-chief of the*'Ceylon Standard” which occare-
ed in Colombo on the morning of the 26tk
ultimo. His desth was rather sudden snd ag-
expected. s it is said that he wrote the leader
for the morning issue of the Btsndard of she
25th ultimo. During his short stay of aix
months 1o the Colony Mr. Windas made many
friends and was deservedly held in the bighest
esteam by the poblic as a journalist of wids
sympathiss and great abilities, His death is
undonbtedly s great loss to Ceylon journalism.
We uffer our heartfelt condolences %o the staff of
the *“Ceylon Standard” on the great loss they
have snstained.

The +'Ceylon Independent®—This paper
completed the tenth yeur of its existence on the
2nd Iwstant, and we congratolate our contems
porary ou its snccess in the field of jomrnalism
und wish it many years of nsefulness in the
Colony The “*Iudependent’ has every reasom
to congra'nlate iteelf on its achievements, tha
chief of which was the sbolition of the paddy
tux noder the Editorehip of that philauthropist,
Mr G urge Wall, for which the Ceylon publis
should wlway be thuokful to the Independent
and its late Editor.

It must nlso be observed in this connection
that our contemperary is now doing a great
service to the peopls of Jaffoa by its able
articles on the necessity of Government in-
trodacing ivto this Provinee improved methods
of ocultivating tobacco and curing it o suit
Earopean markets, for which our warmesk
thanks are due to oar cuutemporary

REFORT OF THE COMMSSION ON THE
PENINSULA RAILWAY.

Esrimates or I'rarric.

Wo have pone as carefully as porsible into the eatis
mates of traffic on the spot, and have disonssed with the
inhabitants and traders tle description of traffic aud the
chances of its findiug ita way to the railway.

On our arrival in Juffoa we lfound that there wasa
strong feeling of dissuvisfuction amongst the people, be-
cauge they were under the impression that the peninsula
railway was to be regarded as n section by itself, and thas
it might be many years before it wonld bhe connected
with the main line. They peinted ont what little ad van.
tage this would be to them, sud what they say on shis
point has much woight with us,

Great as is the desire of the peopla for apeady locomo-
tion in and throughout the peninsuls, it is as nothing
comparei to the urgent and pressing want of finding
some autlet for the supsrabundant population, and of
suabling them to fivd lund o cultivate and to Ret their
lubourera easily toand from it. The people must have an
outlet, and from every point of view it is esacntinl thas
the railway should ha oarried on ftom the peninsule
through the Wanni to join the main lins at Anuradhas-
pura with the least possible delay. Not until this is done
will tke people or the Government Teap any real or ape
preciable Lbepefit from railway communioation through-
ont the peninanln,

As regurds the estimates, it will he ramembered thas
the last Northiern Railway Commission framed an esbi-
mate of receipts and working expenses fer s line from
Jaffus to Kankesanturaij, The recsipts were based on the
Passenger receipis of Panadure, ‘g’nddmu. and Kalu.
tara in 1893. This section was adopted becsuss the po.
ﬁulntion aud distance wers much the same a8 the Juffne

ankesanturai seotisn, and she receipts wers taken am
Rs. 8,051 per mila.
{Continued on Supplement)
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[y 1906 wi ind thnt the eoaching raceipts of the threa

stukions o question bond risen go the sgnivalant of Rs,

10,850 per mile, and us bl commissioners added noth.
ing for gonids teaflic, 10 wonld sppesr that, compared
with the resnlts given by other sections of npen line,
their aetimabe wns nob excessiva,

W fool, howaver, thar it would be nneafe fio maks so
lnrge an estiimate for the conching teatfo Of the whole
ratlway from Kaskesnuturai to Elephait Pags, or rather
Parantan,

We find that the enaching receipts from passengers,
parcels, mails, &, of the Kurunegals line in 1997 were
Rs, 8,160 per mle, the population of that distriot being
only 115 per sguara mila. Again, the reneipts [rom pass
aengers, parcels, and nther eonohing traffic of the Matale
e in 1897 wara Re. 6,348 par mile and on the Galls-
-Muatuva line Ra, 5,080,

After weighing carefolly the evidence given hy tha
Aifsrens poople sxamined, we have cnme to tha L'?{Jnc|l'l-
sion that Rs 5,000 psr mile,giving a total of Bz 205 000,
wonld not be an excessive estimnte for the oorehing
traffio of the Jaffna peninsula railway, passing, as it will,
through one of the most thickly populntad districta in
the Lelund (573 o the squara mile;) provided always thab
the rolling stock is snflicient tn carry the truffic on the
niimernns ooeasions for apeocial pilgrimages which so
corgtantly arige in the Northern naninsula.

As regards gooda teeffio, no official tallies ol tha road
truffic have heen token, but the Jaffna Loeal Railway
Committes Lhave eollected stasistios of the existing yrade
and have handad in statements showing hew this traffio
is distributed betwesn tha different stations.

After compnring these tahles with the tully taken by
tha last Commission a6 Elaphant Pass, the (Tastoma ra-
cords of importa and exports, and the toll rents of Up-
par and Kodikumam, nnd allowing for a ressonable in-
creage since 1893, we tind them to be fairly correct, and,
generally epesking, in aceordanes wibh the evidence
given befora the lata Commission. Wa have, however,
congidered 16 niecassary tn deduct the trafic travalling
over distances of less than 10 miles as nnlikely to come
or o the railway for snch a shork distance, sod have
arrived nh the sum of Re. 79,088 as the probable annual
vilua of vthe existing trafic which would be sseired by
the railway.

Wo wonld again point onk that in orderto LD R Y
Inrga portion of this, the terminns muat he ub Parantan
anid not Elephant Pags, 1t will also e nepessnry, we
think,to liave the road lhintween Parantan and Anuradha.
pura kept in excallent order, and the means of rosd
transport improved, At prasent the BIrangomentsare
50 disgracelnl that it is practicslly impossibie for panple
to travel bebwoen Llephant Passand Angrad hikpure ex-
cept on feob or by bullock cart, at the rate of 23 miles
an honr, thers hoing no public horss conch between
these points, n distunce of 80 milas, and nn carrings is
obtaingble for hira,

Workine Bxrenens,

Wa liave obtsined from the Bailway Departmont an
estimute of the cost of working the proposed railway,
und this for 41 miles amonnts to Re, 184,000 por anrnm,

The annoal contribution to ginking fund nnd interost
on the cupital oout of the Iine at 53,000 per mils

wonld at 4 per cent amensnh to Ry, ¢ 120, making o to-
tal yearly outlay of R, 270.129, \

The total receipts asa already shown above are asbiia.
ted at Rs, 284,388, lesving a net profit of Rs. 5,250

These Bgnres show that the projected line will payits
working expenses and interest aul sinking fund, wnd
we have no hesitation in recording our opinion thet the
line will pay an INIrI0, nssumning those wardy to mean,
when the railway has beon opened thronghont ths whole
seation and is in through settled working order. L6 is
quite pussibla that in so thickly papulatod a place each
sib-sevtion—such as from Kankeswntiorar to Jalua,
Jaffia to Charakacheheri, Chavakaciicheri to Mullai—
will puy as soon as opened, bot, as wa hinva belore stat-
ad, it it not nntil the whole ssction to Parantan 18 come
pieted that the benefit of a railway will b felt by the
peopls and a fair proftacerns to the Government, We
alio most strongly advise that the railway should nob
stop ab Parantan, but should be pashed o as speedily
s posgible to join the main line at Anuradhapura. In
amisidering whether the line would pay am 1¥iti0, wa
have not been unmindfi. {though we have not given it
amoney value in our acw wnt) of the great paving in
eost of construction of the line belwasn Anuradhapura
and Kankesantuval by carrying tlie vailway material
from the lather seawport ineead of fron Unlomibo, s
saving of 130 vo 235 wmiles of riil transport for the
equipment of every mile of ling laid north of Anura-
dhapura.  TE it were not for tlis great economy, and
if wa were nof convineed that the Government swoulid
pushion the line from Parantan southwards sy quickly
as poasible, wa should hesituto torecommend the imme-
diate corstraanion of the woningota section: for, ag the
prople themsalves very plaisly putit before as, “if the
Guovernment can ouly mala a cartain numbaer of miles
of ratlway each wear, and the making of the peuinsula
railwas will perard the muling of the rrilway betwesn
the peninsula and Annreadhapura, then dn not undertake
the perinsnln railway, but push on from Anuradhapurs
throngh the Waiini to Blephant Pass—it i far mora im-
portant for us to have the railway from HElephant Pas to
Colamho and wait ten years for the peninsula railway
than to have the seninsuly rail way ab anceand wait, ten
years bofore wa ure connected with the main line.”

COBRAS AND POISONOUS SNAKES
Jaffua 24th Jupe 1898
‘T'he Bditor Hindy Organ
Deaar Sir,

\With referencs 10 n notice inthe “Independent of
8th inst. “wauted Cobras and Poisonous Suakes” I
encloss copy of a printed letter which 1 gent to ench
Hospitel und Dispeneary Medical Officer in the North-
ery Provinee in Augast 1897 since when I hava
raceived and forwarded to Professor Frasar the glands
and gull blandders of qone 80 90 Culras and Polongas,
which, Profossoy Frause &ayd, linvn boan mest welcoms
to himjand hie asks won 0o got hinss many mora s

possible and saya be e willing o pny Ra. 1 for each
live or Fieshly killod Cobra e Polongn | “ighh to tha
Medical Qfficers lisre provided 11 Hends wnd Gall-

Bladders are not ernshed.

Independent of the benefit uf thus ennbling Dr,
Fraser to complata his experiments and to prepare a
Jurge amount of Antivensne, thera iy the further bsne-

fit to this provinee resnlting fro destruction of #o
many poisonous snakes, 8 W

[ hope, thercfora, that you will publish this notics
and letter and that it will result in many Uobras and
Palongas boing killed sud brosght fresh to the various
Madienl Officers in LLi&¥ Provinee, who, I hope, will
puy-ouns Rupse for each, extract and dry ths glands
and gall bisdders, as indicated, acd forward them o
Dir, snntingo, Jaffua, who during my sbeenca on leaye,
will pay all churges tor me and forward them to Pro-
fessor Fraser. Yanes fuithinlly,

HAYMAN THORNHILL
{Listter Referred to)
Joffnu Ceylan Gih Angust 1897
Denr Sin, ;

L liave been asked by Professor Fraser of Edinburgh
to proenre for him the poison glands and gall bladders
of yanomons snakes which he 8 much in want of to
prepars a sufficient supply of Antivensna to be avail-
able for the Uolonies for use in cases of sankebite, Will
you kindly assist me in getting these for him by your-
solf offering a reward of Re. 1 for each (obra or Tie
Polougs brought to you alive er freshly killed ie: ba-
fore decomposition has bagun.

1. 2 am nlsy ssking the Gort, Agent N. P. to in-
struct tha Hﬂ:gmr,n to inform Villagers of this Pro-
vince thatithissam will be paid by youffor me)farsanh liva
orfreahly killed Qobra or TimPoloyga so brought te you,

3, When ench are received would you theu kindly
procecd as follows,

1) Witk a curved needle and thin ligature first tia
ths duots of the Glands and that of the Gall Bladder
at both ends aud then dissect thany ong (this can essily
be done with a sharp pen-knife,

(2) Tie the Venom Glands and Gsll Bladder of each
sanke, together, hut not touching and attach s lahal
with the name of the suake, the dats wnd your name.

(3) Hang up the (Glands aud Gall Bladder in a dry,
warm place, bub uot in the Sun ¢ill guite dry,

{(4) When quite dry, place them ins wide-mouthed
Bottla with s pisce of paper between each snd kesp
in a dry place.

(5} When you havasome 6 or 12 such in the botile
pack ibup osrefully in a tin and then in a woodsn box,
and gend the bex [to me [by Post, or otherwire, if con-
venient, and send & Memo of all smounts paid by you
for vewards and posiage.

4. I will refund all costs to you and will forward the
Glands end Gall Bladders to Professor Frasse with
your labels, ehowing him how many bhave been collect-
ed by yon,

5. Yoo will see a vary interasting ariticla by Pro-
tessor Fraser on "'Antivenomous Properties of Serpent's
Bile" in the British Medical Journal of 17tk July 1897,

8. Hoping you will asaist in this matter and will xse
that only Cobras or Tic Polangas Glands wnd Gall
Blanders are sent. I remain

Yours faithfully
HAYMAN THORNHILL
Benior Madicinl Officer, 5. ».

P. 8, The heads and middle of the bodies of the
anakes must not be crushed,

Daring my abasnce from Jaffna, Dir. Sanbiago will
receive and poy for the sunke Glauds.
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