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N. RAM

writes on
‘Understanding.
Prabakaran’s
LTTE’

One week before Indian Minister's visit

WANTON CIVILIAN BOMBING
IN THE NORTH : TEMPLES,
CHURCHES, SCHOOLS HIT

In a dastardly move ‘to

pre-empt possible Indian ‘“‘in-
terference™ in its war against
the Tamils, the Sri Lankan gov-
emment launched an inten-
Usified aerial destruction of vari-
“ ous civilian targets in the North
just days ahead of the
scheduled wisit of Indian Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Mr
V.C.Shukla to Colombe.

The areas most affected are
Valvettiturai, the northern
coastal town and birthplace of
LTTE leader Prabhakaran, vil-
lages within the  Vad-
amarachchy area, areas such as
Kokuvil and Kondavil closer to
Jaffna town — all within the
Jaffna peninsula, besides other
areas in the northern mainland
such as Mullaitivu, Murikandy,
Kilinochchi, Pooneryn and
Mannar.

Our Colombo correspondent
reports that because the North
is virtually cut off from the rest
of the world, it takes days for
news of any developments

N T ‘here to trickle even into Col-

ombo. But when belated
reports came in, and when it
was realised that the destruc-
tion was so intense, so deliber-
ate, and so ruthless, that even
the Tamil quisling groups in
Colombo such as the PLOT
and TELO were reportedly
expression concern in private.

Temples, churches, homes,
and even schools housing
refugees were being deliberately
targetted, by a variety of crude
bombs. Unlike in the East
where enormous destruction
was caused to civilian lives and
property by armed forces,
armed “Home Guards” and
armed thugs operating freely on
land, the government is compel-
led in the north to wage the war
from the air in its inability to
make any inroads by land.

Meanwhile, The Hindu cor-
respondent in  Cglombo,
Thomas Abraham, has filed
the following report to his
paper :-

Valvettiturai (Jaffna penin-
sula), Sri Lankan Airforce
planes dropped at least one
barrel bomb, a crude version of
a napalm bomb, on a school in
this coastal village, and
destroyed temples, churches,
schools and houses during four

days of wanton bombing and,

artillery fire that appears to
have been aimed solely at civi-
lians. A good part of this town,
which is the birthplace of the
LTTE leader Mr. V. Prabhaka-
ran, and several other LTTE
leaders, has been reduced to
rubble, but an LTTE base

slightly outside the town was

not touched.

The attacks took place from
January 20 to 23, but news of
the extent of destruction, and
the scale of attacks on civilian
targets has not yet filtered to
the outside world. “This is the
worst attack we have ever suf-
fered, worse than the Vad-
amarachi offensive, worse than
the IPKF. It is the worst in our
history,” said Mr. K. Shan-
mugasundaram, a former ship’s
purser who has formed a
rehabilitation committee for
the town.

The Sri Lankan Government
said the air attacks were aimed
at the “LTTE boat landing
points on the coast,” but a visit
to the town makes it clear that
the air force has concentrated
on unmistakably  civilian
targets.

The roofs of the two huge
temples, Sivan and Muthumari-
amman temples have ~been,

destroyed. But the walls of the
100-yearold temples, which
adjoin each other, are intact.
Their interiors are littered with
debris from broken tiles. Four
other temples have also been
bombed. A bomb dropped in
the compound has taken the
roof off the local church.
Barrel bomb : The twisted
remains of a barrel bomb can
still be seen sticking out of a
crater in a class room in Sivag-
uru Vidyasaram school. The
bomb consists of a metal barrel,
of the kind that is used to trans-
port kerosene and diesel, stuf-
fed with pieces of rubber,
chemicals and petroleum pro-
ducts which explode on impact.
Bits of molten rubber which
stick to a victim's skin are also
released when the bomb
explodes. Fortunately there
were no children around when
the homb was dropped, but

desks and chairs have been
burned to cinders, and the walls
of the class room have been
charred. Other conventional
bombs have completely
wrecked the school buildings.

The attacks on the temples
and schools are particularly
horrifying, because these are
the places where peaple take
refuge during bomb attacks
“We were lucky, most people
did not go to the temples and
schools this time. They either
ran away to other villages, or
went into their bunkers when
the bombing started,”’ said
Mr.Shanmugasundaram.

Ten people have been killed
in the three-day attack. The
casualty is less because the
people have learnt to protect
themselves. Most houseowners
in the peninsula have built bun-
kers in their gardens — under-
ground air raid shelters made of

concrete. Poorer people take
‘advantage of a large number of
shelters that have been built in
public places.

The Government claims that
the people of Valvettiturai were
given a 48-hour warning before
the attack. But the local resi-
dents said they were barely
given three hours’ notice.
“They dropped leaflets from a
helicopter at around 12 noon
on January 20, piving us 48
hours to leave our homes. But
just three hours later, at around
330 pm., the bombing
started,” recalls Dr. K.A. Sun-
daram, a medical practitioner.
“The bombing went on till 5.3
p.m. When it stopped, most
people ran away to nearby vil-
lages. Then at night, helicop-
ters and planes dropped flares
and bombed us. The next day it

(continued on page 12)

With apologies to THE ISLAND cartoonist Wijesoma for completing his cartoon.
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“Truth and knowledge are an idle
gleam if they do not bring power
to change the world .

i Sri Aurobindo

Recognising that to change any-
thing it is necessary to under-
stand that which we seek to
change, the TAMIL NATION is
concerned, not only with provid-
ing information but also, with
furtherihg an understanding of
the issues that confront the
Tamil national movement. Recog-
nising that, in the end, we truly
understand anything only to the
extent that we have been able to*
change it the TAMIL NATION
is concerned with participating in
the effort to change thosc mate-
rial conditions of existence which
continue to oppress and discrimi-
nate against the Tamils of
Eelam. The Tamil Nation is
rooted in the growing together-
ness of the Tamil people and it
seeks to i rticipate in the effort
to sirengt 2n that togetherness

The TAM (L NATION seeks to
focus @i :ntion on the unjust
relatior 1ip between nations
withou a state and nations that
have sitained state-hood. And,
the TAMIL NATION exists to
debate and campaign for the rad-
ical changes necessary, both
amongst the Tamil people and
outside. if the struggle of the
Tamils of Eelam for national self
determinztion is to bz won.

The TAMIL NATION is pub-
lished by TAMIL FORUM Lid.,

entirety of whose profits will go to
a registered c! -ritable trust
established to help Tamil
refugees, to advance education
amongst the Tamil people and to
alleviate poverty and hardship
amongst them.

SHUKLA: 3 HOURS WITH KARUNANIDHI
48 HOURS BEFORE THE DISMISSAL

Indian External Affairs  nidhi who was away in Madurai
Minister Mr, V.C. Shukla made  for consultations on the Sgi
a stop-over in Tamil Nadu on  Lankan Tamil issue. The dis-
28th January, on his way to  cussions lasted over three
Colombuo for talks with the 51 hours.

Lanka government. He llew to
meet Chief Minister Karuna-

[

Mr. Shukla told presspersons
that the Union  government

Myr. Shukla pictured with Mr. Karunanidhi in Madurai.
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would like to have a fresh ook
at the Sri Lankan Tamils' prob-
lem, “The Government of
India is having some new
thoughis on this jssue especially
with regard to the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement.” he said.
He said that he had discussed
with Mr. Karunanidhi “‘the
substance of the new proposals
which the Government is hay-
ing”, and added that the talks

Mystery plane

n unidentified aircraft is
Arepnrtcd to have cireled

over Anuradhapura
recently. leading to speculation
whether it could be an Indian
military  aircraft on  photo
reconnaisance or on an elec-
tronic  surveillance  mission.
Anuradhapura has a major con-
centration of Army troops now,
along with an air base from
where fixed-wing and helicop-
ter gunships take off on their
attacks on the Tamils in the
north, The Sri Lanka govern-
ment is in the process of
mounting a Sccondary Surveil-
lance Radar atop the mountain
peak of Pidurutalagala with a
range of 200 miles to detect air-
craft, but the S8R is not yet
operational.
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Body handea over

he body of Sinhala pelice
T constable Samarawic

krema who had died in
LTTE custody was handed over
to the ICRC authorities 1o be
entrusted to his relatives. Ear-
lier a body of another police-
man was Similarly handed over
to the ICRC. Scores of army
personnel are also being held
by the LTTE as prisoners of
war.

with the Chief Minister were
both useful and fruitful,

Two days later, on January
30 (Martyrs' Day), the 2-year
old  Karunanidiu - government
was dismissed, the 234-member
State Assembly dissolved and
President Venkatraman invoked
Adrticle 356 of the Constitution
to impose President’s rule in
Tamil Nadu.

Muslim soldiers

eventy five Muslim sol-
Sdicrs have been inducted

into the regular force of
the Sri Lankan army. Belong-
ing to the East, they will be
deployed against the LTTE,
alongside the 5n  Lankan
Sinhala army.

* ok ok ok ok ok

Part-Emergency

he Sri Lanka government

I is comsidering a constitu-
tional amendment to ena-

ble the lifting of the Emergency
in the seven provinces oulside
the North and East. =

* ok ok ok ok ok

Organiser Anura

rs. Bandaranaike’s son,
MAmlm, Bandaranaike.
who has been having

political difference with his sis-
ter Chandrika Kumaranatunge
has now been appointed All-Is-
land Organiser of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party - a post spe-
cially ereated for him.

e, ol W

Flights suspended

ndian -Airlines has sus-

pended flights to Colombo

for two weeks beginning the
third week of January, as part
of an all-round 25% cut in ser-
vices to conserve fuel. Indian
Airlines normally operates nine
return flights a week to G
ombo
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PEACEFUL PROTESTS BY TAMILS &

VIOLENT RESPONSES BY THE GOVT
B R R R v

We are gathered here today
o deliberate on 40 years of
human rights violation by the
Sri Lankan Government
aganst Tamils and to formulate
the answer that will bring last-
ing peace to that troubled
Island.

The horrific plgiht of Tamils
in Sri Lanka came into the
focus of world attention only in
1983, durning the genacidal
anti-Tamil pogrom launched by
tech Jayawardene regime. Sri
Lanka's Goehbelsian  prop-
aganda ploy at that time suc-
ceeded Lo a degree in deceiving
many western governments and
poiitical analysts into believing
that this appalling paroxysm
was merely the Sinhalese reac-
tion to the Tamil guerrilla
ambush in Jaffoa that killed 13
Sinhalese soldiers.

In this paper, | intend to
traverse the post independence
history of Ceylon to explode
this canard. More importantly,
I seek to establish the fact that

_the Tamils employed peaceful,
‘nnviolent methods for more
«nan three decades to defend
their fundamental rights and
every such passive protest was
met with increasingly violent
state repression. It was only in
the face of violent intolerable
oppression by the Sinhalese
chauvinist government that the

struggle.
Even though the Tamil Fed-
eral Party was founded in 1948,
in the wake of the Citizenship
Act, as a rallying point for
Tamil nationalism, it was able,
to gain the confidence of the
Tamil people only in 1956 when
the cry of “*Sinhala Only™ burst

Violence as a political means-

received official sanction at the
highest level then and the
monster so created, now per-
vades the entire Sri Lankan
polity. Ironically, Ban-
daranaike himself fell a victim
of his creation just three years
later, when a Buddhist monk
gunned him down.

Following the passage of the
Sinhala Only Act, teaching of
*Sinhala in schools in the Tamil
areas was halted as a peaceful
protest. All the efforts of the
State to ram Sinhala down
Tamils' throats were resisted
non-violently every step of the
way. The remarkable success
the Tamil Federal Party had in
maobilising Tamils to oppose the
Sinhala Only Act led to negoti-
ations with the Government
and the Bandaranaike-Chel-
vanayakam Pact in 1957. How-
ever, J.R. Jayawardene, then
Leader of the UNP, accused
the Prime Minister of having
sold the country to Tamils by
agreeing to set up regional
councils! Jayawardene exhorted

,the Sinhalese to fight without

giving any quarter in opposing
the Pact.

Pact abrogated

Thus Bandaranaike was

forced to abrogate the pact

unilaterally and the anti-Tamil
violence that ensued, engulfed
the entire island. In the fren-
zied days of May-JTune 1958
hundreds of Tamils were burnt
alive and hacked to death,
More than twenty five thousand
Tamils fled to the North as
refugees. Similar pogroms,
increasingly violent and vicious,
were to recur frequently from
1977 when  Jayawardene

; Several distinguished Austra.
lians participated at a recent
Conference orpanised by the
Australasian  Federation of
Tamil Associations on - 40 years
of Human Rights Violations by

the Sri Lankan Government
against Tamils. What is the
Answer?

The venue of the Conference
was the Pilgrim House, City
Uniting Church, 69, North-
bourne Avenue, Canberra.

The Conference was opened
by Mr. Edward L. Grace, M.P.
and Chairman Caucus Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs and
Trade, and Mr. Philip Ruddock

M.P. Shadow Minister for
Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs,

Divided into four sessions,
the following took the Chair in
turn :- Emeritus Professor C.J.
Eliezer, Mr. Russel Rollason,
Director, Australian Council
for Overseas Aid, Mr. S5.K.
Ravichandra (Canberra), and

Mr. Nadesan Satyendra.

Other speakers were : Rey.
S.  Sukunanathan, Ceylon
Tamil  Associatio-n, South
Australia, Dr. 8. Selvanathan,
Quesnsland Tamil Association,
!\_'Ir. G. Nallailingam, Wel-
lington Tamil Association, New
Zealand, Dr. R. Rasiah, Ceylon
Tamil Association. Victoria,
Ms. Juliet Morris, Refugee
Advice & Case Work Service.,
Refugee Advice & Case Work
Service, Refugee Council of
Australia, Mr. Alex Kilgour,
Uniting  Church, Melbourne,
Mr. Kieran Donahuge, Acting
Director, Refugee and Disaster
Coordiantion Section of*
AIDAB Mr. David
Armstrong, Community Aid
Abroad, Mr. Pat  Walsh,
Australian Council for Over-
seas Aid - Human Rights, Ms.
Nancy  Shelley,  Australian
Council of Churches - Commis-
sion on International Affairs,
Mr. Daniel Breanaik, Interna-

tional Commission of Jurists -
{\ustr_aliun Division, Dr. Brian
Senlviratne, Physician-Bris
bane, Author of “Human Right
Violations in Sni Lanka™, Mr.
Lewis Kent, Mr. Michael Hill-
man, Director, South Asia See-
tion - Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Mr. Collin
Hollis, M.P., Dr. Andrew
Theophanus, M.P., Secretary
Caucus Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Trade and Defence,
Senator The Hon Janet Powell,
Leader, Australian Democrats,
Senator The Hon. Robert Hill,
Leader of the Opposition in the
Senatc and Shadow Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Mr. V,
Sureshan, Eelam Tamil Associ-
ation, Sydney, Mr. Ana
Pararajasingam, Eelam Tamil
Association, Sydney, and Dr.
N. i , Auckland
Tamil Association, New Zea-
land,

Published here is one of the
many papers read at the Con-
ference :-

R L o R R R

late Bandaranaike who himself
had supported decentralised
administration in 1940, 1947
and again in 1957.

Then apain in 1979 and 1980
the TULF agreed to District
Development Councils with
Jayawardene’s government.
Patricia Hyndman of Law Asia
later commented on DDCs :

“Unfortunately  inadequate
implementation of the scheme
has meant that the desired
devolution of powers has not

by G. NALLAILINGAM

s Wellington Tamil Association, New Zealand

on to the political scene. The
language issue unlike land alie-
nation and the Citizenship Act
affected all Tamils to raise their
national consciousness and
united them politically. That
issue also made Tamils realise
that the best they can aspire to
be in a unitary Sri Lanka is only’
second class status.

June 5, 1956

On June 5th 1956, when the
Sinhala Only bill was tabled in
parliament Tamil MPs and vol-
unteers numbering about 300
sat in silent peaceful protest on
the Galle Face Green opposite.
This was the beginning of a
long series of Satyagrahas, the
nun-violent protest so success-
fully used by Mahatma Gandhi
to gain Indian Independence,
As Prime Ministér Ban-
daranaike stood on the steps of
Parliament watching the protest
gangs of Sinhala hoodlums
were brought to the scene in
state owned buses. When the
thugs started beating up the
protesters, who didn't even
raise a hand in self-defence, the
Police Commandant asked the
Prime Minister if they should
intervene. Bandaranaike
responded “wait! let them get a
taste of it first.”

' Elsewhere in  Colombo,
many hundreds of Tamils were
treated to not just a taste of but
a spate of State sponsored ter-
rorism. The violence against

Tamils spread to as far as the-

Gal Oya Valley in the East and
150 Tamils, many of them
women and children, dicd on
that fateful day.

became Head of Government.

In 1961 the Federal Party
launched 2 civil disobedience
campaign which very rapidly
attracted  participation by
almost the entire Tamil popula-
tion. The Tamil nation en
masse joinzd in the picketing of
all government offices through-
out the length and breadth of
Tamil Eelam. From Point
Pedro to Kalmunai and from
Trineomalee to Talaimannar no
official business was possible
and the civil administration in
the North and East ground to a
halt for nearly three months.
Without any warning the army
waded into the Satyagrahis at
the Jaffna Kacheri and brutally
dispersed them. The security
forces then went on a violent
orgy in the Jaffna Peninsula
unleashing a reign of terror cal-
culated to intimidate and cow
the Tamils into submission. The
army so deployed became a per-
manent fixture of the Tamil
landscape and continued to
serve as the chauvinist State’s
principal instrument of oppres-
sion,

District Councils

In 1963 the Government of
Mrs. Bandaranaiake declared
that early consideration would
be given to the establishment of
District Councils and in 1968
the Dudley Senanayake gov-
ernment presented a bill to par-
liament on District Councils as

part of the coalition agreement”
with the Federal Party. Ironi-.

cally enough, this time round
the opposition to the Till was
led by SLEP founded by the

been forthcoming. They had no
funding, they had no powers.
and more important, the scheme
was not one of devolution,
rather what has been done was
to bring all village councils to a
~entral spot.”

By 1972 all avenues of prog-
ress for Tamils in education and
employment had been closed
off. Tamil proposal for a fed-
cral constitution had been
rejected outright by the Con-
stituent Assembly and the Unit-
ary Republican Constitution
shad been unilaterally adopted
by the Sinhalese. The military
deployed in -the Tamil home-
land was acting more and more
like an army of occupation,
Dozens of Tamil youths were
arrested and held for years
without trial for mounting
non-violent protests at the
denial of their human rights.

Tamil
Conference

It is against tms backdrop
that the 4th International Tamil
Research Conference opened
in Jaffna in January 1974, The
final sessions on 10th January
were open to ihe public and an
audience of several tens of
thousands were spellbound by
the oratory of internationally
reputed scholars.  Suddenly,

without any warning and with-.

out any provocation, the Police
baton charged and tear-gassed
the peopie. This mindless act of
violence by the State caused the
death of aine innocent Tamils.
This also made Tamils realise

that they will be annihilated
unless they defended them-
selves. The Prime Minister call-
ously and peremptorily dismis-
sed demands for a judicial
inquiry into the incident,
Instead, the officer who
ordered tne attack on the con-
ference was rewarded with a
promotion.

State terrorism

1974 marked the beginning of
a new era in the growth'of State
terrorism directed at Tamils in
that the attack on the Tamil
Conference was not cven in
Tesponse to any political agita-
tion but was totally unpro-
voked. The next major episode,
after the 1977 elections, was
sparked off by false rumours,

spread through the Police
Radio Network, that two
Sinhala  policemen and a

Buddhist monk were killed in
an incident at a carnival in
Jaffna. In the orgy of violence
that followed several hundred
Tamils were killed and forty
thousand Tamils were rendered

homeless. Jayawardeme, the
instigntor -of the 1958 riots,
presided  over the 1977

holoezust as Prime Minister.
Again, as in 1958 the govern-
ment deliberately waited for
several days before taking
action to contain the violence
against the Tamils.

Eelam Mandate

Tamils political demand dur-
ing nearly three decades ol
rapid erosion of their human
rights and increasingly violent
State oppression was for
federalism, not separation.
Only when every mode of pas-
sive resistance to regain lost
human rights was met with vio-
lence and the federal demand
got short shrift from the gov-
ernment, the Tamil Nation
articulated their conscious deci-
sion to restore and reconstitute
the soverign State of Tamil
Eelam as the sole means for
their very survival. In the last
free elections held in 1977,
Tamil people gave an over-
whelming mandate for the
gstablishment of Tamil Eelam

The ancient Tamil sage
Thiruvalluvar, in his couplet on
therapy, said”

“Cpmit pmy. Gmruis
ST (pSE) BT 5
Qﬂbﬁei(gr.b QU T BTy,

eumuitviggF (alauren.”

Meaning : “It is not enough
to treat the symptoms alone, 1t
is méessary that the root cause
of the malady be addressed as
well. Sinhalese -demial of the
existence of the Tamil Nation
in Sri Lanka is the underlying
recasor for the conflict in the
island and the chauvinist
regime’s efforts to subjupgate
the Tamil Nation have been
manifested as the massive
‘human rights wviolations for
more than four decades. The
Soulbury Constitution under
which Ceylon gained indepen-
dence provided for the sharing
of power between Tamils and
Sinhalese. However, Sinhaiese
usurped that authority to
monopolise the power and
Sinhalese rule over Tamils is
neither by consent nor by con-
quest. 3

Accept reality

Any medisiory effort that
ignores the reality that two
nations, Tamil and Sinhala, are
the combatants in the conflict in
Sri Lankas,. will also meet the
same fate. And any amswer to
that conflict will need to recog-
nise the inalienable right to sell
determination of the Tamil
Nation.

The legislature of the Com:
monwealth of Massachussets
recongised Tamils of Eelam as
a nation oppressed by an alien
people and endorsed Tamils
right to self determination as
early as 1979. It is my earnest
hope that the Federal Parlia-
ment of the Commonwealth of
Australia will also take _thls_
essential step and enable Prime
Minister Bob Hawke to succeed
in his mediatory efforts and
bring lasting peace to Sril
L:mEa,
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I was
“Punthottam,” the
tified barrier, manned by the
Sri Lankan soldiers at Vavuniva
town before crossing into the
‘Liberation Tigers' territory in
the north and the mini bus in

approaching  the
well-for-

which 1
checked

was
and

travelling was
waived  past
Saliyapura, Nochiyagama,
Medawachchiva and Ram-
bawewa army camps 18 kilo
metres from Anuradhapura.
Passing Thandikulam on
January 2 we will soon move
into LTTE territory. It's less
than two miles from Vavuniya
and is already hot and bustling
on the second day of the unilat-
eral ceasefire announced by the
political front (PFLT) of the
Liberation Tigers.

The tempo of life here is a
mixture of desperation and
hope pitted against gruelling
odds. Leading out from the
North is a link of thousands of
cyclists spread out from Oman-
thai to Vavuniya town and
beyond. They have all reached
the half way point of a 200 mile
round trip from Jaffna in a
desperate search for food and
kerosene oil, 9.7) a.m. Vay-
uniya town and at the same
incredible scene getting bottle
necked at the army
check-point. One by one the
tiring body search and baggage
scrutiny is conducted while
staccato questions are thrown
at each .person. Nearly 100
aggravating the bottle neck
they have all got to be cleared
before proceeding either way.

An obliging soldier puts me
on a Jaffna bound lorry for my
interview with LTTE top runger
Dilip Yogaratnam. “Yogi'".
The exasperating scrutiny once
again 200 metres on at LTTE
check point. It is like a
tragi-comedy as the army
issues a permit to proceed to
Colombo and the LTTE issues
permits to enter the North.

Looking skywards

At the LTTE checkpoint |
abandon the lorry. It could be
evening before its turn for the
LTTE check. Scores of people.
Jaffna bound, hitch rides or

A reporters impressionistic view of war :

cycles, lorries and as a last
resort fall prey to the owners of
passenger vehicles who charge
i staggering Rs. 1000/ for the
70 mile run to the Karativu
ferry which is within 10 miles
west of Elephant Pass.

From Omanthai, through
Puliyankulam, Mankulam,
Pamkankulam, Kokawil,

Murugandy. Kilinochchi and
turn off before Paranthan on a

cratered round 13 miles to
Poonaan the Karativa ferry,
You have to undergo as

much as a dozen LTTE theck
points. The 70 mile stretch was
devoid of any armed service or
police presence. The ferry
across to Sangupitty takes only
Rs. 5. Those ferrying cycles
across part with an extra Rs
10. the ten mile trip to
Chavakachchen takes another
Rs. 100. Much if not all, of the
transport income from WVav-
uniya to Jaffna is believed to go
to the LTTE Treasury '

The final lap to Jaffna costs
another Rs. 100, It's 9.30 a.m.
as | get off in Jaffna.

1 check into Hotel Subhas
which stands miraculously and
on my way see two LTTE

Franklin Raviraj

Sunday ISLAND
27th January

centre that served over five
lakhs of Tamil speaking people
now barely affords shelter to
stray dogs and cats.

In this scenario I go for my
interview with “Yogi", Three
days after I make contact
UTTE eadres take me in their
transport to meet the LTTE top
runger at their headquarters at
Kondavil, three miles from

Jaffna

As 1 enter the large head-
quarters of the LTTE (PELT)
for my interview after screening
I se¢ many hundreds of Libera-
tion Tiger cadres from the
military and political wing go
about their work busily on the
second morning of the govern-
ment extended cease-fire.

I meet the spectacled fatigue
clad General Secretary and top
runger in the LTTE and after
formal greetings fire my ques-

attack by the army's
“Dielta Force™ nnit,

latest

Cemetry of rubble

The army maintains that 15
were killed. Jaffna's Colombo
7, “Kurumbasiddy is a cemet-
ery of rubble, razed to the
ground. There is not the fain-
test sign of any civilian life here.

In vantiage points Tiger bun-
kers confront security force
bunkers as close as 150 yards
from each other. Here one does
not know whether it is the
~ease-fire or the curfew ,that
10lds.

With nightfall the brilliant
Moodlights bathe the Palaly
camps outerperimeter. In the
distance the faint glow of a few
kerosene oil lamps appears.
Electricity supplies have been
cot off since fighting broke out
last June. The possession of bat-
terries is banned, So kerosene oil
fetches the staggering amount of
Rs. 750 a gallon. Any motor
cycle used by civlians has been
converted to run on kerosene
oil. An organisation called
“ROOTE” (Research Organi-
sation of Tamil Eelam) is repor-

Inside Jaffna

workgangs filling up what
appear to be bomb craters on
the roads.

Life, or what passed for it.
seemed to cling desperately to a
semblance of normalcy. But no
one strolls about here. Faces
keep glancing skywards. Most
of them live in fear of some air
borne attack. Most buildings
reduced to piles  of rubble,
stand out as far as | could see,
silhouettes of ruins against the
darkening skyiine. Resigned tc
accepling what' they cannot
change civilians have all become
fatalists in this war-ravagec
landseape.

A handful ot shopkeepers
who have miraculously man-
aged to survive keep a few
shops open into the late even-
ing. They pay their taxes to the
LTTE. The once bustling nerve
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LTTE top runger Yogi at a political briefing session (TN Picture)

uons teading to the LTTE
unilateral ceasefire.

The interview completed |
set out on the second phase of
my trip,

Palaly, some five miles away,
stood under a scorching sun.
It’s 2.30 p.m. as 1 approach it.
Three things stand out — tower-
ing palmvrah trees wilting in
the heat like emaciated old
women with no more tedrs 1o
shed. And abandoned toddy
pot's hanging from their
branches like the pouches of a
old woman'’s eyes.

The Palaly army and Air
force base camp 18 now con-
verted into a fortress with
about twenty watch towers
around its perimeter. The rich
red earth of Palaly that pro-
duced large  harvests of
tobacco,  tomatoes.  ORIONS,
chillies, bananas etc. lay bare.
dry and neglected.

The stillness 1s now and then
shattered as Sri Lankan naval
srafts shell selected targets on
shore. A barrage of heavy firc
from the Palaly camp adds to
.he attack on these targets.
About a mile away, once more
occupicd by the Tigers is the
bunker in which seven LTTE
women fighters died in an

tedly producing compost fer-
tiliser, solar and bio gas energy
units, fungicides, crude mews-
print, bread made of palmyrah,
manioc and wheat flour and
several other items.

In the peninsula those who
still manage to operate their
TV’s and radio’s on batteries
can still tune into the LTTE
radio and TV transmissions.

Seven miles from Palaly the
Tirunelvelli University con-
tinues lectures for over 400 stu-
dents. Sixty one Tamil students
from the eastern Province are
suid to have returned to the
campus during the ceasefire.
Several students claimed
harassment, looting and rape
by Muslim Home Guards,
uniformed personnel and civi-
lians in Eastern Province vil-

lages. _ _
On the way to Jaffna hospital
a few miles away there

pppeared to be signs of people
Jesperately clinging to the nor-
mal things of life. Fish, vegeta-
bles and groceries were in some
evidence but at prices that were
incredible. Any vegetable is
sold at Rs. 60 a kilogram. Pet-
rol costs over Rs. 500 per bot-
tle, milk food are Rs, 350 per
silogram, and a small packet of

hiscuits fetches Rs. 40, Families
who formerly resided in the
town area are believed to have
either come down to Colombo
or gone abrofid, People seen
here are mostly from nearby
villages. There is no evidence
of the armed services here.

The LTTE presence s
extremely prominent. Heavily
armed, they seem confidently
at ease in this are of control.
Medical drugs here have also
hit a erisis level. Certain drugs
are issued only to the “in"
patients with OPD Patients
having to depend on the open
market for these drugs.

Twenty miles away is Kil-
linochchi, Colombo’s one time
granary in the north, now pro-
ducing just one third of post 83
harvests. Ammeonia fetching
Ps. 400 in Colombo fetches
over Rs. 3000 and even at this
price is virtually impossible to
obtain.

It’s Saturday the 12th at 8.30
a.m. having a breakfast discus-
sion with Kilinochchi’s Political
wing leader. ‘“Gopi” a short
distance from town. Suddenly
two Sia Marchetti “Bombers”
come into a dive just 50 metres
away. Just one bomb is dropped
on a wrong target. And I live fo

tell the story. Each time thesy™

aircraft are sighted high op on
reconnaissance flights everyone
rushes into bunkers. Naturally 1
join them.

Escapes death

Fearing the worst 1 get to
town to get back to Colombo.

Over 300 people haye flooded
into town. Suddenly shouting
fills the air — “The bombers are
coming.” Men and women,
many of them throwing away
theri purchases, grab their chil-
dren, keep yelling in panic and
rush helter skelter for cover.
Seventy five metres ahead of
me the first strikes. We run in
the opposite directions. Fifty
metres away two more bombs
crash into moving vehicles and
nearby shops,

An ICRC vehicle followed by
Tiger vehicles rushes to the
scene. An ICRC man (a
foreigner) yells something intc
a walkie talkic. Just then the
aircraft start pulling away. The
injured are despatched to hos-
pital, shops and vehicles are
destroyed. The death toll is
taken. :

A small exodus begins, With
several others I persuade a pas-
senger van to take us back to
Vavuniya, The cost is incredi-
ble Rs. 1000.

As we speed on our way W
leave behind the wrecked
Kokavil and Mankulam sec-
urity forces camp and a dismal
landscape where men, women
and children seemed resigned
to stay on.




“The first casualty when war
comes s truth”. These words
by US Senator Hiram Johnson
cxpress a state of affairs which
had proved to be the norm in
the reporting of modern war.

The development of modern
commuaications meant that
those parties which had better
access to the media were able
to inflict the most number of
casualties. Lies and half truths
once reported as “news’ began
to acquire an authenticity when
repeated by other sections of
the media. In fact, it was a
technique which the Nazi Prop-
ag_anrlu Chief Goebhbels used
with greal success in carrying
out Germany's propaganda
campaign during the second
world war.

The purpose of the prop-
aganda campaign is designed to
make the enemy look bad and
to make one’s own side appear
to be winmng the war. More
often than not, imagined
atrocities are attributed to the
enemy in an effort to
dehumanise the enemy while
atrocities by one’s own side are
either ignored or reported to
f,ﬁhave been perpetrated by the
"= enemy, in order to give the

propagandists a higher moral

standing.

Where the war is one bet-
ween an established Govern-
ment and a guerrilla army, the
government which has access to
local and international media is
able to conduct its propaganda
war with considerable ease, in
the process, misleading the loc-
als and influencing the interna-
tional community into believing
what 1t wants them to believe.
This is true even where the
media is anxious to be truthful
in its coverage and enjoys a
remarkable degree of freedom.
A classic example of such a
situation is the kind of reporting
that was common during the
early years of the Vietnam war.

Even those American repor-

who were not opposed to

e American involvement in
[Viemam but were only con-

cemed about its effectiveness.

' soon found their reports of the

! conduct of the war subject to all
kinds of pressure from
Washington. An article which
Charles Mohr wrote for the
Time Magazine in 1963 which
began “‘The war is being lost..”
was rewritten to say that the
Governmenl troops were fight—
ing better than ever and that
things were going well in- Viet-.
nam?.

Martha Gellhorn, a well
respected free-lance war corres-
pondent found herself not only
unable to sell in the US all the
articles she wrote following her
visit to South-Vietnam, but,
also that she was on some sort
of a black list which ended her
career as a war correspondent?,

As the war In Vietnam prog-
ressed however, the truth

- began to emerge slowly despite
US Government efforts to sup-
press news which was pe_rce:ived
to be detrimental to its war
effort. But this was mainly due
to the unfettered access which

' was available to foreign corres-
ponderits to ty_:_: theatre of war.

" PBritish correspondents for
instance who were not ham-
pered by political pressure were
able to report the war quitc
imparlially exposing the Ameri-
can Administration’s lies.

Unlike the Americans, the
French., in their war against the
Algerian guerrillas (1954 to
1962) werc quite successful in
keeping the truth suppressed
(at least from their own people )

_ until defeat became imminent.

The French conducted their

* propaganda  war by ensuring

_that all publications 1n Al]t"L".‘lill

were subject to the Prefecture,
\yhilc in France an obscure sec-
tion of the eriminal code was
used to seize anti-Government
publications. In addition, the
Gk\\'ernmcnl\St)ughl 1o cultivate
foreigh correspondents by issu-
ing them with kits setting out
the French case emphasising
France’s contributions to
Algeria and complaining of the
rebels lack of gratitude. The
Government's atrocity prop-
aganda too was well organised
with correspondents being pro-
vided with books of photo-
graphs showing griesome mur-
ders allegedly by the Algerian
“terrorists’™4,

However, despite Govern-
ment efforts French atrocities
eventually came to be reported
as the death toll reached the
hundreds of thousands.

Zimbabwe's guerrilla war of
independence against the lan
Smith regime was another war
in which the reporting was
again essentially based on Gov-
ernment handouts which
sought to portray the guerrillas
as a bunch of terrorists with no
real support amongst the black
population. The Government's
hand outs acquired greater
authority when independent
newspapers began carrying arti-
cles which appeared to corrobo-
rate the accounts of each other.
It was only later the truth
cmerged that the Daily Tele-
graph’s correspondent in Salis-
bury, Brian Henry was also the
Daily Mail's Peter Norman and
the Guardian’s Henry Miller! It
was also seen that in fact all
these reports were by a Rhode-
sian called Tan Mills who, as it
happened, was also BBC’s cor-
respondent.S

QOccassionally, even in the®
case of the Zimbabweian guer-
rilla war of independence
where the guerrillas had little
inclination or means to counter
the propaganda war of the
Smith regime, there were jour-
nalists of the calibre of Christ-
opher Mullin (a free lancer),
who through the application of
common sense and logic were
able to see through the Govern-
ment’s lies. A massacre by the
Government and its attempt 1o
blame it on the “terrorists” was
shown by Mullin to be the work
of the Government itself, by
pointing out that all those killed
were black civilians and that
the man whom the Government
alleged had been killed by the
guerrillas had, in fact, emerged
unharmed a few days later.6

Such an application of com-
monsense and simple logic has
thus emerged to be the only
effective method available to
meet the propaganda cam-
paigns of Governments against
auerrilla armies which have no
other means to counter such
campaigns.

Where a Government is

fighting a guerrilla army, it
becomes necessary for the Gov-
ernment to inflict heavy civilian
casualties in order to destroy
the guerrilla’s support base. As
a result, the war becomes more
brutal as innocent civilians are
killed as part of Government
policy.
. The American Government's
Phoeriix program involving the
killing 30,000 to 50,000 Viet-
namese and described by a CIA
expert as a genocidal program’
is one example of such an exer-
cise, and Indonesia’s successiul
SUppression of the “com-
munist’”  inspired  uprising
through the massacre of at least
a million civilians is another.8

In order to “explain’ killings
on such a scale it becomes
necessary on the part of Gov-
ernments to dehumamse the
enemy by not unly misicporting

but also by actively siaging
events to show the guerrilla to
be responsible for the killings
and to imply the Government's
role as mainly retaliatory.

Brian Day, an Australian
Warrant Officer who during the
Vietnam War was in charge of
such a death squad has
explained how the team would
go out dressed in the enemy’s
gear, carrying enemy equip-
ment to execute these Killings.
which . were  subsequently
reported as killings by the
enemy.?

In the Island of St Lanka
today, the Government, not
unlike the Americans in Viet-
nam, the French in Algeria and
the Smith regime in Zimbabwe,:
is similarly engaged in a prop-
aganda campaign designed fo
dehumanise the Tamil Guerril-
las and paint a picture of win-
ning a war in which it has actu-
ally made little progress despite
having killed thousands of
Tamil civilians. The Tamil
Guerrillas like their counter-
parts in Vietnam, Algeria and
Zimbabwe are faced with an
acute difficulty in countering
the well organised propaganda
of a Government which has
ready access to the Interna-
tional and lochl media. While
the local media, being other
Government owned or Sinhala
owned, is unlikely to challenge
the Government hand outs, the
International media is disad-
vantaged by not being allowed
access to the theatre of war in
the Northeast.
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THE PROPAGANDA WAR
‘

It is the writer’s intention to
examine criticially two of the
incidents which hive been
pointed out to be the work of
the Tamil Guerrillas-the LTTE,
and to let the reader reach
his/her conclusion  based on
established facts.

1. The massacre of the leader
of the EPRLF & others in exile
in Madras,

Allegation : .

The L'TTE was accused by
the Indian and Sri Lankan Gov-
ernments of being responsible
for this mwassacre on the
grounds that the it had looked
upon the EPRLF as a quisling
group.

Facts :

All LTTE suspects arrested
by the State Government had
heen released for want of evi-
dence.

A sepior Indian Police
Officer was quoted as having
told the BBC that he suspected
the hand of dissident section of
the EPRLF.

The “Hindu”, a leading
Indian newspaper, had also car-
ried a reporl stating that the
Police = were  investigating
whether there was any infight-
ing in the EPRLEF itself leading
to the incident. "

The leader of such a dissident
group, Douglas Devananda
having arrived in Sri Lanka
shortly after the killings is now
reported to have joined the Sti
Lankan Army in its fight
against the LTTE. !

ANA PARARAJASINGAM -

In the current phase of the
war dubbed “Eelam War 11" by
the local media, the Govern-
ment’s propaganda campaign
has been particularly effective,
Lies and half truths have been
used with great effect and the
inter-Tamil rivalry (fostered
initially by the Indian Govern-
ment) exploited to the full,
Given its limited resources, the
LTTE has generally been
unable to counter this campaign
thus giving the Government a
free rein in its propaganda war.

In these circumstances, it is
only natural that the Govern-
ment’s efforts have been quite
successful, causing considerable
confusion amongst the internd-
tiopal commumty and the
Tamil expatriate communities
the world over.

It is turther reported that
Douglas Devananda who had
been in India since the early
1980’s and has now ventured 1o
warn India to keep away from
intervening in Sri Lanka which
he (Devananda) now looks
upon as @ ‘“democratically
elected unitary government, 12

Today, while all those “liber-
ation” groups opposed to the
LTTE and dubbed by the
LTTE as quislings have joined
to fight under Douglas
Devananda’s leadership, the
EPRLF which had played such
a role during the Indian occu-
pation has refused to join in the
effort.

2. The massacre of Muslims
by gunmen at a mosque in
Kathankudy in the east.

war
sacrifice
Memorial in
- Hanoi,
Vietnam

Allegation :
LTTE accused by the Gov-

ermnment of having perpetrated
in the massacre.

Facts :

There has been no indepen-
dent eyewitness account of the
massacre except “‘opinions” by
EPRLF parliamentarians and
other Tamil “quisling™ groups.

The massacre had taken
place shortly after a similar.
allegation of an imaginary mas-
sacre of 62 Muslims in June was
proved to have been a clumsy
Government lie.1?

The “massacre” results in a
spate of sectarian violence bet-
ween the Tamils ‘and
Tamil-Speaking Muslims. The
Government arms Mushms and
employs “Muslim'
Homeguards” to defend Mus-
lims against Tamil “terrorists”.

The LTTE loses crucial sup-
port from the Muslims in the
East.

Support for the Tamil cause
within the International Com-
munity has been greatly under-
mined by the nature of the
alleged atrocity.

While it is clearly beyond the
scope of this article to subject
each and every allegation to
such a treatment, it 15 impor-
tant that readers are able to dis-
cern the truth in reaching their
conclusions by remembering
the words of Hastings Snr, a
noted Second' World War cor-
respondent who said  that
“When one's pation is at war,
reporting becomes an extension
of the war effort. 14
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Continuing the story of the Jaffna Youth Congress - Part 5

JAFFNA YOUTHS’ PARTICIPATION

(Note : The story of the Jaffna Youth Congress as told by Santasilan Kadirgamar has been slightly abridged in parts, in the sequences to follow - Ed. TN)

The Ceylon Patriot aptly
-commented, “We are glad to
note that the students of Jaffna

are actuated by the noble

instincts  of patriotism  and
sclt-sacrifice and are able to
present a united front against
all reactionary forces in secur-
ing the country’s progress by a
free discussion of all public
guestions and what is more by
an endeavour to practise in
their life the precepts which
they adopt after full discus-
sion.”"78  Congratulating the
young men for the moderation
and thorough independence
which characterised the expres-
sion of views on their part the
paper commented, “That the
gongress has held its successive
sessions with gonspicuous suc-
cess so far bespeaks its success
in the future and we need
hardly say that it has our best
wishes.”

London TIMES
Comment

The Hindu Organ comment-
ing on the Congress sessions
said, *“Unity is the first condi-
tion of success in any move-
ment. Sinhalese-Tamil unity
which has been emphasised by
more than one speaker in the
Students’ Congress is the basic
foundation of self-government
in Ceylon.” The paper chose to
comment on an editorial in the
London Times dated March 22,
1927 which characterised the
Ceylon National Congress as an
organisation of extremists
whose demand for full responsi-

-ble povernment was leposed by
all the minorities including the
Tamils. The Hindu Organ
affirmed that the London

- Times’ statement had no found-
ation whatsoever and that the
Tamil community ncver lagged
behind the Sinhalese in pressing
for the grant of responsible
government. It said that the
All-Ceylon Tamil Conference,
the Jaffna-Association and the
Jaffna Saiva Paripalana Sabhai
had unitedly put forward this
demand.”™

The Hindu Organ conceded
that there were a few Tamils
“who in season and out of sea-
son ftrot out the bogey of
Sinhalese domination.” The
Hindu Organ backed the Stu-
dents’ Congress fully and
expressed the Thope that
destined to live together in this
common homeland in peace,
goodwill and harmony the com-
ing constitutional struggle
afforded the Sinhalese and
Tamils and excellent occasion
to gather their forces together
and put forward their demand
for responsible government
from a common platform.

‘No’ to Communalism

When the report of the
Donoughmore Commission was
published later in the year the
Executive Committee met and
passed the following resolu-
tions:

(1) The Report of the
Donoughmore Commission is
not acceptable to the Congress
as it (the Congress) has always
held Ceylon fit for responsible
government.,

(2) The Congress welcomes
the abolition of communal rep-
resentation and the extension
of franchise but disapproves.
(a) the retention of com-
munalism in the shape of nomi-
nated members and (b) the
non-cxtension of the franchise
to women between the ages of
twenty one and thirty.

(2) The Congress views with
alarm the extension of the Gov-
ernor's reserve powers and the
limitation of the control so far

exercised by the legislature
over the public service &0

At this meeting the Execu-
tive Committee of the Students’
Congress also  decided that
steps should be taken to estab-
lish similar
Kandy, Galle and Colombo,
and other parts of the country
30 that eventually an
All-Ceylon Students’ Congress
may emerge. It was also plan-
ned to establish a publications
bureau. The committee also
expressed support to a society
formed in Kandy for the
amelioration of the conditions
of the Rodyas. It was also
decided to send a delegation
from the Congress to the
All-India Youth Conference to
be held later in the year. The
Students’ Congress following
the repeated exhortations of
Gandhiji in Ceylon expressed
itself in favour of total prohibi-
tion and extended its whole
hearted support to all workers
in the cause of prohibition.

Bardoli Peasants

In 1928 the Students’ Congress
made efforts to become closely
associated with the Gandhian
movement in India. The sale of
Khaddar was encouraged in
Jaffna. Volunteers went to the
different parts of the peninsula on
pre-determined dates and sold
Khaddar. The purpose was to
popularise the use of Khaddar and
to increase contributions to the
Khadhi fund. Lady
Ramanathan was one of those
persons who organised exhibi-
tions of Khaddar. One such
exhibition was held at the Vai-
deshwara Vidyalayam at which
a representative of the All
India Spinners’ Association was
present. i

In the same year occurred
the struggle of peasants in the
district of Bardoli in India. It
was a struggle largely of peas-
ants deprived of their lands and
Eossessions directed against the

ureaucracy and police backed
by the state power of British
imperialism.  This  struggle
evoked widespread sympathy.
The Students’ Congress col-
lected funds as a symbolic ges-
ture of support to the struggling
peasantry of India. The Execu-
tive Committee of the Students’
Congress passed the following
resolution; The  Congress
expresses its deep sympathy
with the Satyagrahis of Bardoli
in their heroic struggle against
the oppression of bureaucracy
and wishes them God-speed in
their endeavour.8!”.

Calcutta delegates

In pursuance of an earlier
decision the Students’ Congress
sent delegates to the All-India

Youth Congress sessions in Cal-

cutta, The Indian National
Congress was meeting at the
same time in Calcutta. S.
Kulandran and N. Kumarasin-
gham represented the Students’
Congress. The office-bearers
elected at the 1928 sessions
were Swami Vipulananda Presi-
dent, N. Kumarasingham and
W.B. Kanagathungam Joint
Secretaries and P. Sriskan-
daraja Treasurers. When their
term of office came to an end in
April 1929 they looked back on
the year that had passed as one
of expansion and progress. In
their letter announcing the
holding of the fifth annual ses-
sions in April 1929 they
reminded the members that the
“Congress was founded five
years ago as the result of a pro-
found dissatisfaction of the
youth of this country with the

organisations  in’

present order of things. It was a
redaction against the incqualities
of our social and political sys-
tems which were undermining
our national vitality and bring-
ing about the decay of our great
culture. Our fathers evolved
within this island a great civili-
zation; we seek to revive it and
to end the present condition of
political tutelage, which how-
ever mild, hurts our self-respect
and is killing our initiative "

A New World Order

The letter continued, ““While
we desire to see our country
rise to its stature by obtaining
political freedom we also
realise the need for attaining
universal peace. This is impos-
sible until the present system of
imperialistic  exploitation is
ended and a world order
founded on justice and equality
is established”. The secretaries
expressed the desire on the part
of the Students’ Congress to
co-operate with the youth of
other countries in striving for
_world peace.82
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The 1929 sessions also gave
greater prominence to the use
of the Tamil language. Handy

Perinbanayagam who delivered
the welcome address did so in
Tamil, The presidential address
was delivered by V. Kalyana-
sundara Mudaliyar, a pioneer
of Tamil journalism in Tamil-
nad. In the early decades of the
century E.V. Ramasamy Naik-
ker (Periyar) Dr. Varadarajulu
and Kalyanasundara Mudaliyar
had made a major contribution
towards the evolution of the
language as an effective vehicle
of modern political and social
ideas. Among them Kalyana-
sundara Mudaliyar was known
as ‘Tamil Thenral' the gentle
breeze that brought vigour to
Tamil prose and influenced
generations of Tamil writers.
His two newspapers the ‘De-
sapakthan’ (Patriot) and ‘Nava
Sakthi® (New Strength) had a
profound influence on the polit-
ical education of the average
citizen and made the Tamil lan-
guage a powerful instrument
for the dissemination of the
Gandhian concept of Satyag-
‘ra_ha and Ahimsa.

v Thanjavur Temple : Architectural achievement

- 1

The fifth annual sessions of
the Students’ Congress assem-
bled at Kankesanturai in a spe-
cial pandal erected for the pur-
pose in April 1929. The vigor-
ous and effective propaganda
carried out in the previous year
had created widespread interest
in that year's annual sessions.
More than fifteen meetings had

been held in various parts of

the peninsula to popularise the
ideals that the congress stood
for. The chief speakers at these
meetings had been Handy
Perinbanayagam, M. Balasun-
daram and S. Nadesan. Steps
had been taken to form a
Youth Leapue in Colombo. It
was expected that with the for-
mation of similar organisations
in Kandy and Galle the much
desired All-Ceylon Youth Con-
gress’ would be a reality. The
leaders of the Congress had
stressed the stand taken by the
Congress on communalism and
caste. The Kankesanturai Con-
gress sessions like the previous
year's one drew a very large
pathering of youth.

Inter-Caste dining

When the sessions were held
at the Keerimalai Madam the
Students’ Congress was not able
to exercise in practice one of the
cardinal principles of the Con-
gress: the equality of all men
irrespective of caste. The special
pandal at Kankesanturai made
it possible for people of all
castes to mingle freely together
and dine, together. This was the
first occasion in Jaffna when
inter-dining of persons of all
castes, took place at a gathering
of this nature. The ‘‘Daily
News'' in reporting this event
gave the following headlines to
its mews story — **Jaffna Youth
in Revolt” - Caste Fetters in
Scorn’'.83

In his lengthy address
Kalyanasundara Mudaliyar
referred to the bonds of kinship
between the two countries
especially religious beliefs, cus-
toms and manners and above
all the ‘sweet Tamil' language.

He recallea the names of emi-
nent Tamil scholars and Saiva
savants from Jaffna like
Gnanaprakasa Swamigal,
Arumuga Navalar, C.W.
Thamotherampillai and
Sabapathy Navalar all of whom
helped to resuscitate and renew
the age-old affinity that Tamil
and Hindu culture generated
between the two countries. He
emphasised the positive qual-
ities of youth, having the capac-
ity to stand for radicalism and
reform and their commitment
to make the world a better
place than they found it, while
their elders were naturally cyni-
cal and reactionary. In order to
realise the objectives of the Stu-
dents’ Congress he said the
youth should have a high moral
character and a towering sense
of rectifude,

The speaker called on the
youth to labour hard to restore
their great culture to its original
glory, Culture implied learning
and learning to be effective
must be in the mother tongue.
Tamil had been relegated to an
inferior place in the school cur-
riculum and it was often said
that Tamil was inadegquate as a
medium of instruction. This,
said Kalyanasundara
Mudaliyar, was the result of
centuries of alien rule and cit-
ing the example of Japan and
the smaller European countrics
he Faid that there was no histor-
ical precedent for any free
people adopting a foreign lan-

guage to teach its young and

D S e SRR .

administer its  affairs.  He
strongly stressed that the clas-
sics of any language must be
learnt in the original and not in
translation. If Shakespeare is
Jearnt in English, Kalidasa’s-
Sakuntala must be learnt in
Sanskrit and llanko's Silap-
padikaram which according to
Bharathi melts a man’s heart
must be read in Tamil. i
He referred to the great
wealth of Tamil Classics — and
glories of Sangham Literature,
Tholhappiam, Thirukkural and
the soul animating psalms and
hymns of the Saiva Saints —
Thevaram and Thiruvacakam.
He recalled the achicvements
of the Tamils in art and
architecture and mentioned the
relics at Mahabalipuram, the
Dance of Natarajah in Chidam-
haram, the temples of Madurai
and Kanchi, Trichy znd Tan-
jore as marvels of art, architec-
ture and the quintessence of
Hindu culture.
. He also drew attention to the
achivements of the Tamil in
music, drama and physical edu-
cation. Discussing the relation
between true. education and
~religion he said that true educ:ﬁ

tion according to Thiruvalluvar %

must lead to the enlightenment
of the divine within us. True
religion, he said did not confine
us to any particular creed and
lead to conflict with any other.

No Need for Feuld

Apparently aware of the

. religious differences prevalent

in Jaffna he said that a truly
cultured person could find little
difference between Saint Man-
ikkavacagar's  Thiruvasagam
and the message of Jesus
Christ. Where is the need, he
asked, for any feud when both

of them declare, “God is
Love™?
Concluding  his  address

Kalyanasundara Mudaliyar cal-
led on the youth to baniv !
foreign rule, end political ser’
vitude and become masters of
their own fate. Youth, he said
must take an active part in poli-
tics and learn from the lessons
their counterparts in Europe
had learnt during the World
War. They should in their prog-
ramme of action give due
importance to the elimination
of communalism, the emanci-,
pation of women, the removal
of superstitious beliefs and
practices, and the adoption of’
Swadeshi as a way of life. He
expressed his happiness that the
Students’ Congress subscribed
to the ideals and objectives of
the Gandhian movement but
warned them that it was easy 1o
preach but difficult to imple-
ment their decisions in their
daily lives.® Kalyanasundara
Mudaliyar delivered two other
lectures during the sessions on
“Man and his rights” and
tCagte

The 1929 sessions is remem-
bered for the bold move made
by the youth to introduce
inter-caste dining. In fact the
organisers had spent the sub-
stantial sum of Rs. 242.00 in
erecting the special pandal in
order to facilitate this, The
Congress income for the pre-
ceding year by way of subserip-
tions and donations was Rs.
1.079.00 and the total expenses
amounted to Rs, 909,00.85 The
tact that the Congress chose 1o
erect a special pandal so that
people of all castes may meet
and dine together
demonstrated the movement's
desire to translate into action
one of the cardinal principles
repeatedly espoused over the
years, This they did in the tecth
of opposition from orthodox
opponents of the Congress,
1
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This opposition grew considera-
bly in 1929 siving expression to
acts of sabotage the following
veur, But in this particular vear
the opponents were bitterly dis-
appointed and frustrated.
The news reports of the pro-
ceedings of the 1929 sessions
gave a central place to this
event of inter-dining. so much
s0 that the joint-secretaries in a
statement of several newspap-
ers had to deny that *hey had
organised an inter-caste dinner
as reported by some newspap-
ers. The following extroct from
the letter to the press explained
the position of the Students'
Congress, “The Congress is not
a preserve of the highest people
but is open to anyone above the
age of sixteen who subscribes to
its creed and pays the due sub-
scription. By erecting a pandal
this year we opened our pro-
ceedings to people of all castes.
Similarly the mess run by the
Congress was open 1o any
member of the Congress or vis-
Itor to our sessions previded he
purchased the mess ticket
which entitled him for a meal.
The Congress does not recog-
se caste, creed or race in its
w¥iairs and never inquires from
its members or anyone to what
caste  they belong. An
inter-caste dinner is something
quite different. In such dinners
people from various castes are
chosen and arranged to sit
together and dine, Thus a din-
ner in the Congress r.ess is ag
much intercaste as a journey in
the Ceylon Government Rail-
way, or a dirner in a public
restaurant or a eircus show, "0

Youth and Politics

One ‘of the matters that had
figured prominently in the dis-
cussions at the 1929 sessions
had been the role of students
and young people in politics.

e Joint-Secretaries  had
%d the issue in their annual
report. They had a claimed that
the main reason for their exis-
tence as a Congress was their
dissatisfaction with the existing
social and political state of
affairs and to place before the
public their views and ideals.
They had claimed the right to
correct their elders wherever
necessary. “We do not”, said
the Secretaries “for a moment
hold that. we should invade the
field of practical politics and
thus misspend any time and
energy which we may more use-
fully devote to the performance
of duties to our own selves, But
whenever we feel that the coun-
try’s welfare is at stake and if
we hear her call for our aid we
have to be prepared to abandon
our legitimate spheres of work
and do whatever is in our
power to help her as her
devoted sons, 87

Opinion had been divided
among the elder men about the
role of youth in the realm of
active politics. Mr. Peri Sun-
deram as already mentioned
had struck a note of caution
Kalyanasundara Mudaliyar
coming as he did from an
Indian setting where youth
were actively involved in poli-
tics had encouraged the partici-
pation of Jaffna’s youth in poli-
tics. Generally the elder men
would have preferred the youth
keeping clear cf_pnhnca per-
taiming to elections 10 the
Legislative Cnum.‘!_l. IBul !hl_s
question did not arise in practi-
cal terms at this time. The issue
that figured prominently wis
* the caste problem. : :

On the broader issue ol
self-government the Students
- Congress had by 1929 declared
" itself in favour of Swiraj. This
7

was nothing new in so far as
their thinking and speeches had
been  concerned, The rapid
L|U\-'IL'|\![IH1L'TIIS that had been
l_;1|k|nl_r place in India and in
Ceylon itself, and the publica-
tton  of the Donoughmore
Report had radically altered the
political seene. Greal expecta-
tions had beenre. .

Simon Commission

The Students’ Congress was
influeneed most by the develop-
ments in India. India had at this
time moved into a new phase in
her history,  Shortly  before
Gandhi visited Ceylon he had
heen called by the Viceroy,
Lord Irwin for a consultation.
At this meeting the appoint-
ment of the Simon Commission
to report on the working of the
Mentagu-Chelmsford Reforms
and to recommend a further
advance towards self-sovern-
ment -was announced. Not a
single Indian was nominated to

the Commission. This had
shocked Indian opinion and
even liberal moderates were

disappointed. It was made clear
that ‘God's Tnglishmen' were
1o determine whether Indians
were fit to govern themselves.
The Indians had under the
leadership of the Indian
National Congress put forward
the claim for the right of
self-determination.

The Indian National Con-

gress called for a boycott of the .

Simon Commission. A

nation-wide haital took place

when the Commission arrived
in India with dcmonstrators
waving black flags and shouting
“Go back, Simon.” The police
dispersed the crowds with lathi
charges. Jawaharlal Nehru was
among those who were beaten.
Within Congress Jawaharlal
Nehru and Subhas Chandra
‘Bose organised the younger
generation which was regarded
as the left wing within the Con-
aress with socialist aspirations.
At the Calcutta sessions of the
Congress in 1928 the Congress
was confronted with demonst-
rations by industrial workers
who were in a revolutionary
mood. In the Bardoli district
the peasants had been
organised to refuse the pay-
ment of taxes. Inspite of repres-
sive measures introduced by the
government the non-violent
struggle continued, The gov-
ernment had to yield finally
with a reduction in the prop-
osed increase of taxes. The
refusal 1o pay taxes as a
weapon of struggle had proved
to be successful,

Mass arrests in India

Thus under mass pressure the
Congress in India was forced to
declare in favour of complete
independence. At midnight on
the 3lIst December 1929 the
ensign of independent India
was hoisted at Lahore and the
Congress declared that its goal
was compleie independence.
January 26th 1930 was celeb-
rated as Independence Day,
The members of the Indian
National Congress pledged to
take part in & campaign of civil
disobedience including
non-payment of taxes. The aim
of the struggle was defined as
‘purna Swaraj’ or “gomplete
independence . .

Struggle by direct action
against the salt tax was
launched in March 1930, when
Gandhi undertook his famous
march to Dandi. This was a sig-
nal to the Indian masses 10

break the salt laws all over the
country, Mass arrests  took
place Jawaharlal Nehru, Presi-
dent of the Congress was
arrestd together with several
other leaders. Gandhi himself
was pliced under arrest on the
4th of May 1930 thus became a
vear of prolonged unrest and
struggle in the history of the
Indian independence  move-
ment.

In Ceylon the happenings in
India received wide publicity in
the newspapers. There was a
great deal of sympathy for the
leaders of the Indian National
Congress. Meetings were held
and resolutions of sympath and
solidarity with those struggling
in India were passed. But the
response in Ceylon did not go
bevond resolutions and
speeches. The Stodents’ Con-
gress, Jaffna was profoundly
influenced by the events in
India, and sought to identify
itself with the struggle in India.
The years 1930-31 thus became
a crucial period in the history of
the Students’ Congress.

F.R.C.5. founder of the
Christu  Kula  Ashram  in
Tirupattur in South India once
said he preferred “Indigenous
Expression of Christianity in
India™ to the term “Indianising
Christianity”™. Dr. Jesudason
and his ashram later made a
major  contribution  towards
mtroducing indigenous forms of
worship and life-style among
som Christians,

The Christa Seva Ashram
founded by Sevak Selvaratnam
at Chunnakam in Ceylon was
largely inspired by the Tirupat-
tur Ashram with which it main-
tained close links all along.
Rev. 8.8, Somasundram writ-
ing in 1925 on “Evangelisation
of Christianisation” referred to
the experiences of Sadhu Sun-
dar Singh the Christian mystic
who used 1o visit Ceylon and
had several admirers here. The
Sadhu  according to Rev.
Somasundram had mel many
people in India who were fol-
lowers of Jesus but not mem-
bers of any Church and who
Ilive(.l and worked as Sanniyasis.

ot truly cultured person could find litile difference
between Saint Manikkavasagar's Thiruvasagam & the

message of Jesus Christ....."

Caste and Equal
Seating

The sixth annual sessions of
the Students' Copgress met at
the Thirunelvely Hindu Train-
ing Institute in April 1930. The
President elect for the year was
Mr. 8. Shivapathasundaram,
Principal Victoria College the
highly respected orthodox
Hindu savant later known as
Saiva Periyar, Among some inf-
luential Hindus there was a
growing feeling that the Stu-
dents’ Congress was primarily
under Christian influence. It
happened that Handy Perin-
banayagam and Sabapathy
Kulandran were in the foref-
ront of the movement at that
time. Mr. 1.V, Chelliah and
Dr. lIsaac Thambiah leading
Christians of the time had been:
presidents at the first two ses-
sions. Jaffna College was in the
early years the centre from
which much of the leadership of
encouragement.

Several Christians  at this
time in the 1020s and early
19305 in India and Ceylon had
come under the influence of
Gandhiji. In India CF.
Andrews had made a major
contribution in bringing Christ-
ians into the Gandhian move-
ment. Among the Christians
influenced by the pational awa-
kening in Indin there was @
ereat deal of discussion about
the “Indinnisation of the
Church.” Dr. 8. Jesudason

— Kalyanasundara Mudaliyar

ISadhu Sundar  Singh has
claimed that they were Christ-
jans in the true sense of the
word. Emphasising the need for'

indigenous  expressions  of
Christianity.
Rev. Somasundram wrote,

“Give India the cotton she needs
and let .her spin with its the
sarees to suit her fancies and
not force on her your narmrow
skirts and tight corsets of the
western world. Give India the
pure gold and let her with it
make a crown to fit her head.”
Christian young men associated
with the Students’ Congress
took a lead in introducing indi=
genous forms of worship and in
celebrating Tamil New Year as
a national festival. z

Tamil New Year

On New Year’s Day in April
1927 the Chankanai church was
the scene of National Day celeb-
rations. The seats usually used
were removed and carpet seat-
ing was introfuced. The tradi-
tional oil lamps were lighted!
and indigenous modes of wor-
ship with the singing of lyrics
and thevarams were adopted. !n
certain Christian quarters in
Juffna strong disapproval was
expressd, The Christian young
men were reacting to the impor-
tations and apings in worship
and Church life and as o.ne_ot'
them put it, “‘the Christianity
that is known and preached

today is something narrow..
religion is something greater
and that the real height of
spiritual life is not in being cal-
led a Christian but a true Bhak.
tan.’"91

While the Christians
associated with the Students'
Congress made such cfforts 1o
create a greater identity with
use Hindus and the community
in general another group of
Christians had formed them-
selves into ‘The League of
Christian Citizenship’ and did
put forward demands for sepa-
raie representation to the prop-
osed State Council thus seeking
to widen the concept of com-
munal representation. Meetings
were held for and against the
demands made by the League
of Christian Citizenship. The
Christians associated with the
Students’ Congress took the
lead in opposing any further
extension of communal rep-
resentation.

Though the Students’ Con-
gress could under no cir-
cumstances be labelled as
Christian dominated, because
of the growing rift between
Christians and Hindus espe-
cially on the school question
there was a lurking suspicion in
the minds of some Hindus that
the Students’ Congress was
pro-christian. The uncom-
promising stand taken the
Students’ Congress on caste dis-
crimination evoked positive
hostility from some sections of

_ the Hindus. To remove all mis-

conceptions about the Students’
Congress it was decided to
invite Mr. Shivapathasundram
to preside at the 1930 sessons.
There was doubts in the minds
of several Hindu members of
the Students’ Congress whether
this orthodox Hindu leader
would accept their invitation.
Kalaipulavar Navaratnam,
A.E. Tamber and C. Sub-
ramaniam went to invite per-
sonally. Mi Shivapathasun-
dram was interested at this ime
in the work the Congress was
attempting with regard to
untouchability, equal seating
and inter-dining. His accep-
tance of the position as Presi-
dent became a source of
strength especially m 1930,
C.Subramaniam in extending a
welcome to the new President
said, “By your becoming one of
us, we will be experiencing a
fresh access of moral impulse
and energy born of unswerving
submission to high loyalties.”®*
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De-Link Sri Lankan Tamil refugee-
issues from politics, says Memo

A meenng was convened by
the Collector of Madras, Smt.
Susan Mathew, [LA.5 on 22nd
January to discuss steps to
intensify the registration of 5n
Lankan Tamil refugees living
outside the refugee centres.
The notice of the meeting said

“The Director of Rehabilita-
tion has pointed out that only
17,000 Sri Lankan refugees are
reported to have registered with
the Collectors concerned ana
obtained Refugee Identity Cer-
tificates so far. With a view fa
intensify registration with the
help of the local Thasildars, vol-
untary agencies working for the
benefit of refugees and local
police, it has been proposed to
convene a meeting at the Con-
ference Hall of the Collector's
office, Chepauk, Madras 5 at 4
p-m. on 22.1.1991. The Direc-
tor of Rehabilitation is also
attending the meeting. I request
you to make it convenieni 1o
attend the mecting with all relev-
ant details."

One of the Sri Lankan Tamil
Refugee organisations that was
invited was the Movement for

Integration of and
Repatriates (MIRRL), at 42, S5th
Street, First Sector, K.K

Nagar, Madras 600 078. The
Secretary of this organisation
Miss. V. Mageswaree has sent
Tamil Nation a copy of the
memorandum which she sub-
mitted to the Collector and
other officials at the confer-

ence, which we reproduce
below :-
Respeeted Madam,

1. On behalf of the above
registered organisation working,
for the welfare of Sri Lankan
refugees, both within and out-
side the refugee camps, may |
at the very outset welcome
whole-heartedly the move to
intensify registration of those
refugees outside the camps.

2. It is commonly accepted
that barely 20% of those esti-
mated Sri  Lankan Tamil
refugees staying outside the
camps have upto now regis-
tered themselves, or are in pos-
session of refugee certificates,
although the refugee movement
into the country began as far
back as more than six years ago
- in August 1983 - in the wake
of the widespread mob attacks
on Tamils and Indian business
interests in that island, aided
and abetted by various Statc
agencies of the Sri Lanka gov-
ernment.

3. In order to find ways and
means to intensify the registra-
tion process, should we not ask
ourselves the question why
nearly 80% have failed to regis-
ier themselves? What possible
reasons could be there which
have inade them reluctant to do
s0?

4. Since our organisation has
functionaries who themselves
fall into this category of
refugees, we think we are in a
position to (1) clarify certain
issues involving these people;
(i) identify the various prob-
lems that have come in the way
of evoking a better reponse to
the call for registration.

Clarifications

A good proportion of these
refugees hold valid passports.
Technically speaking, they do
not seem to be categorised
‘inder the definition of refugees

as included in the 1951 Unitea
Nations Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees and its
1967 Protocol, which have been
ratified by 106 States, but as
visitors whose wvisas are either
periodically extended/or not
1exlended

A ‘good proportion of them
are familied persons, renting
out houses and sending their
children to various schools, col-
leges and institutes. both gov-
ernmental and private.

They are regular earners of

foreign exchange, from an
unimagainable number of
Western, Middle  East and

other countries through various
banks in India. The countries
from where they receive foreign
exchange would make it look
like a lesson in geography -
UK, USA, Canada, Germany,
France, Switzerland. Norway,
Denmark, Sweden, the Nether-
lands, Australia, New Zealand,

Singapore,  Brunei, Hong
Kong, Bahrein, Saudi Arabia,
Oman, Lesotho, Zambia,

Transkeit” name most of them.
The banks in Tamil Nadu
should be in a position to give
an estimate of the foreign
exchange thus received, every
paise of which is spent here.

There are an estimated Three
Lakhs of Sri Lankan Tamils in
various countries of the world
other than India, composed of
various categories - Immig-
rants, highly prosperous profes-
sional communities, and
Refugees and Asylum seekers.

The Indian government has
permitted St Lankan Tamil
refugees to continue to reside
in India, even while overstaying
their visas - a situation which is
not possible in other countries.
This concession, we feel, is not
sufficiently appreciated by the
Sri Lankan refugee community
in India.

On the other hand, in the
perception of these persons,

‘western countries can in no way

be equated with a country like
India. Besides being the only
close neighbour to which they
can conveniently flee, India to
them has been for centuries
their second home, their emo-
tional motherland, a land to
which they owe their origin
(many of them probably
descendants of the Chera,
Chola, Pandyan empires in the
centuries past, now composed
of Kerala and Tamilnadu in the
modern Indian State), and
bound by ties of ethnicity, lan-
guage, religion, and culture,
Surely they have a moral right
to expect more consideration
from such a country than from
distant, alien, unconnected
western countries like Ger-
many, France and Switzerland
and Canada and Australia?
Particularly as far as the Gov-
ernment of India is concerned.
But if you search their hearts,
they will tell you that those of
them who are refugees and
immigrants in those alien coun-
tries feel more safter, more sec-
ure. more settled, than in
India. Upto now, none of these
western countries, despite occa-
sional threats by some, have
during these seven years, scnl
back any of them, because the
government there recognise the
fact that peacefyl conditions do
not yet prevail there for them
10 go back.

In this connection, may we
quote a widely accepted defini-
tion of a “*Refugee” as given by
an authority on the Refugee
situation  Sri John  Hope
Simpson :-

The essential quality of a
refugee may be said to be that
he has left his country of regu-
lar residence, of which he
may or may not be a nationaf,
as a result of political events
in that country, which render
his  continued  residence
impossible or intolerable, and
has taken refuge in another
country, or if already absent
from his home, is unwilling,

or are unable to return, with-
avt danger to life and liberty,
as a direct consequence of the
political conditions existing
there. In general, the refugee
cannot refurn, without danger
to life and liberty, though it
may be, in some cases, but by
no means in all, that complete
political submission to the
authorities would enable him
to return and live at peace..."”

One major, fundamental fac-
tor, which is unfortunate but
true, is that the Sri Lankan
Tamil refugee problem in
India, is linked inextricably.
with politics, both in Sri Lanka
as well as in India. It is also
linked with the relations bet-
ween the two governments, and
with the mental association of
various Tamil militant groups
with various political parties
in India.

That of course, cannot be
helped. But given the sym-
pathy, the humaneness, and
professional competence with
which the officials concerned
with refugee work have hand-
led the more difficult task of
camp refugee welfare, we do
not see any difficulty if they
have a share in the handling of
the registration. Why we say
this, is because this needs an
approach which would lift it

tics. In other words, whatever
steps that are taken, in order to
persuade those who have not
registered to do so, should be
viewed by them not as a politi-
cal step, but purely as a simple
bureaucratic exercise - as in the
case of a national census for
example.

We are aware that during the
early years when a call was
made to register themselves,
there was a widespread fear
that it was a ruse to identify
them, to find out their addres-
ses and foreibly pack them back
to Sri Lanka, Whether the fear
was well-founded or not, the

Lankan Tamils also to furnish
information. This led to a state
of panic among several house
owners, who persuaded their
tenants to report at the police
stations, and some themselves
did so, although they were
averse to the idea of going to
police stations. But curiously,
we are aware that many of
them who went and reported
were not the unregistered ones,
but those who had registered
themselves. A check on the
records maintained by various
police stations would prove
this. Many of them had also a
shock awaiting them when they

fear was nevertheless there. went there. Old men, old
Various media reports and women, school going children
Doordarshan and radio  were lined up and
announcements off and on  finger-printed! This news
added to their fears. There spread and deterred others

were reports that ships were
being specially chartered to
enable them to go back. There
were even reports, particularly
from Trichy that police person-
nel had visited certain refugee
homes and hustled them to
leave in a matter of days. Thus,
a steady fear psychosis was
maintained whereby a good
number of people felt it was
safer not to register than do so.

There was also a lot of confu-
sion created in their minds
about certain  government
announcements. We annex here
the onec dated 26.6.90. (See
overleaf). Para (1) appears to
relate only to those “‘wihout
any valid document’”’. As a
result those who had either a
valid passport or refugee certifi-
cate, or both, felt there was no
need for them to report at the
nearest police = station _ as
required.

But Para (2) places the onus -

on those Indian nationals who-

from going. Ultimately, the
whole purpose was defeated.

Apart from isolating the issue
from political overtones, there
is also the need to isolate
problem of the vast majors®
(may be 95%) of law-abiding;
refugees from the problems
created by - at the most 5% of
trouble makers or those who
indulge in anti-social
behaviour. In fact, this small
percentage is not only responsi-
ble for tarnishing the image of
the refugee community in toto,
but they are also a menace to
the latter. In practically all
cases of extortion and kidnap-
pings, the victims were the St
Lankan refugees themselves.

Therefore, in enlisting the
cooperation of these refugees in
getting themselves registered,
what is of fundamental impor-
tance is a confidence-building
exercise.

Thanking You,
Yours faithfully,

from the complex web of poli- had rented out houses to Sti  'Miss. V. Mageswaree, L.L.B. -

knowledge

the law.

(3) If people owning lands in co
about the smuggling of goods Into
about the landing of militants from Srilanka, "
hoats, such persons shall immediately inform the nearest Police Station about
the aforesaid acts. Failure to so inform the police will be construed as an act
prejudicial to the conservation or augmentation of foreign exchange or prejudicial
to the relations of India with Srilanka,

(4) Any act of smuggling ¥
af Tamil Nadu through se:

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU
PUBLIC (LAW & ORDER) DEPARTMENT
AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

(1] It has come to the rotice of the Government that the Srilankan Tamils
who have fled from Srilanka and who are living on moving about in Tamil Nadu
since 1983 without any valid document are acting in a manner prejudicisl to
the security of India and the relations of India with foreign countries and the
State Government consider it necessary to regulate their continued presence
in India. Therefore, such Srilankan Tamils are hereby directed to furnish information
relating to their names, addresses, occupation etc., to the nearest Police
Station within seven days from the date of the publication of this notice. Failure
to so furnish such information will entail perial action under the law.

(2) The owners of the houses in towns or villages in Tamil Nadu who have
leased or let out their premises to the Srilankan Tamils are hereby directed to
furnish details relating to the names, period of occupation ete., of such Srilankan
Tamils to the nearest Police Station within seven days from the date of the
publication of this natice. Failure to sa furnish such information or suppression
of any material particulars will be construed as an act which will cause hindrance
to the regulation of the continued presence of the said
liable for severe action under law.

CHIEF SECRETARY
GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

astal areas in Tamil Nadu have knowledge
or from Tamil Nadu or if such people have

lisble for severe action under the law.

r abetment thereof either into or from the State
will be construed as an act prejudicial to the
conservation or augmentation of foreign exchange, liable for severe action under

FORT ST. GEDRGE
26.6.90

Srilankan Tamils in India,

in flat bottom-powered




he ceasefire which

was  superimposed

on  Sri Lanka’s
unending ethnic conflict
was by no means i man-
ifestation of weakness in
the position of the Tigers,
as the crowing by official
Sinhala chauvinism made
it out to be. It was a
shrewdly timed tactical
move guided by consider-
ations of  battlefield
_n:a]ism and the larger
mterests of the extremist
cause to which the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam stand committed
in a remarkably constant,
tireless, death-defying
way. Interestingly, the
ceasefire has not held for
any length of time.

The situation on the grouna
can be summed up thus. Politi-
cally, the conflict appears
intractable because the bloody
action and tensions are locked
between the poles of Eelam,
which is unattainable given the
geo-political circumstances, and
unitariness and discrimination
against the Tamils, to which the
Sinhala chauvinists who domi-

ate national politics are wed-
'ﬁed, Militaiily, the armed milit-
ants call the shots in the region
of ethnic conflict and set the
terms of war or temporary
peace in the pursuit of their
secessionist political objective.
The suffering and war-weari-
ness of the affected people do
make a difference to the tactics
of those who regard themselves
as liberation fighters. The state
seems to have little option in
this situation; its job is to
respond, tvpically with unen-
lightened brutality, to Tiger
initiatives.

““Useless currency”’

Talk about “liquidating’’ the
LTTE and hammering down a

military solution in the North |
and East is old and virtually |

useless currency in Sri Lanka.
- ics. From Lalith
?ﬂﬂammudali, the original
author of the military solution,
\;hmugh the TPKF, which took
n the task of Tiger-taming
with one hand tied behind its
back. to Ranjan Wijeratne, the
present captain of the shrieking
hawks, it has been the same
basic story. The motivations,
capabilities and goals of those
who have attempted to conguer
the LTTE have varied consider-
ably, but at the end of the chap-
ter cach adversary has learnt
the same bitter lesson. The war
cannot be won through any
conventional means; the guer-
rilla “fish” cannot be flushed
out of the-water by any means
short of genocide. The prob-
lem, which has been shaped by
the bemighted recent history of
Sinhala-Tamil relations, and
alienated people as it does
down the barrel of the gun.

What the General said
The Vadamarachi military
offensive of 1986-87 failed to
cow down the Tamils for this
reason. The progressive
attempt to implement India’s
part of the bargain concluded in
the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement
of July 29, 1987 ran to ground,
at huge cost. against the intrac-
tability of this factor. A senior
Indian general, who was cer-
tainly no friend of the militants,
foresaw this is an informal con-
versation with me the night
before the IPKF went after the
Tigers in October 1987 : “‘Mr.
Ram, what are we doing here?
This will take at least 30 years
to accomplish. But we carry out
orders and we have no choice in
this matter.”” This is also why
President Premadasa has found
himself on & devil of a sticky

wicket, after fourteen months
of “talks” brought on by a
shared antipathy to India’s role
broke down on June 11, 1990,
From time to time. the solu-
tion has appeared ohvious : “a
dialogue only with those who
are democratic.” This was the
reasoning which, in the 1983-85
phase, led the Indian and Sri
Lankan governments 1o involve
only the moderate, TULF
leadership in the negotiations
aimed at resolving the ethnic
crisis, even as the Indian offi-
cial side trained, armed and
equipped the various militants
in a “controlled” way in order
to put on-the-ground pressure
on the negotiating process.
However, there is no reason
today to believe that such a
methodology and course would
have worked at any stage after
July-August 1983, the point of
no return in the island nation's
ethnic politics. In particular,
the line of building policy on
the belief that the LTTE's
hegemony is purely a function
of its militarism is a false con-
struct. It will simply not do to
ignore the politics behind the
militant’s AK-47 and all the
rest of it. What has become
abundantly clear over the past
half-decade is  that any
*‘dialogue™ with anyone other
than the LTTE is only of
peripheral value - given the
ground realities in a militarised
regicn where the Tigers exercise
a genuine and deadly veto.,
| -

and  justice tor all the
brutalities  the Tigers have
inflicted on their palitical oppo-
nents, on innocent people and

m civil society,

‘The world has
rarely seen”

But, of course, it is not just
the factor of popular sympathy
and backing — which the Tigers
are not going to allow to be
tested in any democratic pro-
cess of “free and fair’” competi-
tive elections; if they can help it
— which is important. In milit-
ary terms, the LTTE is way and
ahead the most developed.
resourceful and powerful of
South Asian extremist organi-
sations. Indeed, in the
unr; ticised professional
opinion of a senior general sery-
ing in the Indian Army, ‘“‘the
world has rarely seen a fighting
force of this type, motivation
and calibre.”’ He assigns a cent-
ral place to the factor of spirit
and motivation and raies
Prabakaran as a rare kind of
military leader belonging to the
genius category. This is without
prejudice to the view that the
LTTE leadership has a distinct
Pol Potist streak in its charac-
ter, methods and, above all,
disregard for human life.

What is acknowledged in
such objective assessments is
that as a guerrilla organisation
which is also capable of shifting
1s mode to conventional war-

FLASHBACK TO FEBRUARY 1985 : The LTTE leader
with the late Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, MGR.

(Pix by 8. Kothandaraman :

Shattered illusions

The 1dea of conceding such a
political hegemony to Velupil-
lai Prabakaran's Tigers does
stick in the throat of democrats
in Sri Lanka as well as in India.
But at least after so many illu-
sions have been shattered -
including the  honourable
dream, expressed in the
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement, of
demilitarising the ethnic con-
flict through India’s direct
involvement in the arena — one
must learn'to be objective. As a
political force among the
famils of the North-East of the
island. the LTTE cannot be
bypassed because it is the
“boys™ (as they are still called,
sometimes affectionately, at
times chidingly) who are seen
as the spearhead of the Tamil
strugele for equality, security

FRONTLINE)

fare at the cost of tremendous
civilian losses, the LTTE is
unsinkable — at least for the
conceivable future.

Prabakaran is reputed to be a
man of few words, but his ideas
are by no means upsophisti-
cated. He can be highly articu-
late (in Tamil) when he chooses
to speak out on core issues. In
two extended conversations —
one in Madras in September
1986, the other in Jaffna in
August 1987 = he laid out to me
his vision of how the strupgle
would develop and the possible
end of the road.

First, Prabakaran saw the
militants as liberation fighters,
emphasising that it would ake
no sense to see them in any
other terms : “They function as
| military wing to protect the
people, as the people’s self-de-
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UNDERSTANDING
PRABAKARAN’S
LT T.E.

‘o A Point of View :

by one of India’s best-known journalists
N, IRAM, Associate Editor, THE HINDU and
Editor FRONTLINE magazine
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fence armed organisations. The
state’s army functions there as a
racist,  destructive  military
force; we carry on as a national
people’s army for the liberation
of the Tamil people,”

Aloofness & Ambition

Secondly, there was the
touchstone of spirit and sac-
rifice :  “We prepared the
people for this crisis... We were
determined to demonstrate our
resistance, our fight in an
all-out, foodhardy way. What-
ever be the numbers of fighters
we lost, we would not give in —
that was our deeision.”
Prabakaran reserved his special
contempt for ““those who stand
aloof from the struggle, but
nurse high leadership ambi-
tions."*

Thirdly, on the guestion of
ruthlessness and discipline :
“To be frank, military diseip-
line is ruthless intrinsically...
Look at any military activity .
the objective of victory is val-
ued more than the consequ-
ences. Victory matters most in
military affairs. On the other
hand we are authentic fighters
for our people... But can we
afford to be peaceable in our
ways in the face ot a ruthless
enemy? We certainly cannot,
that's the truth.”

But stern discipline, ruthless-
ness, the power of the gun
mnvolved a big responsibility :
“Those who bear arms acquire
and wicld an extreme measure
of power. We believe that if
this power is abused, it will
inevitably lead to dictatorship.
That is why we keep our milit-
ary organisation in such a strict
state of discipline.,But please
note that we exercise our
ruthlessness against the ruthless
guys, Otherwise, we cannot
win.”

He underscored the spirit of
sacrifice expressed in  the
cyanide capsule which LTTE
fighters wear like a
medal-cum-talisman : “You
won't find people from our
movemqent in jail... It is this
cyanide which has helped us
develop our movement very
rapidly... In reality, this gives
our fighters an extra measure of
belief in the cause, a special
edge; it has instilled in us a
determination to saerifice our
lives and our everything for the
canse,’”

Action first, talk later

Fourthly, Prabakaran pre-
sented his political ideology in
terms of “socialism and Tamil
Eelam”, arguing that the
course of history .did “not per-
mit us the luxury of {rusting
Sinhala politicians” but proved
that “only Tamil Eelam can be
a secure outcome for us and
there can be no alternative.”
However, “if an alternative Lo
this" could be demonstrated by
anyone, “we will put it before
our people; and only if our
people approve it can we con-

sider changing our stand even
10 an extent.”

He rejected the eriticism that
his approach was militaristic
and insufficiently political, but
acknowledged that his own
“natural inclination” made him
“'lay less emphasis on words, In
serious politics, it won’t do to
concentrate on talking: wou
must grow through action and
then talk! Words must be
matched and indeed preceded
by content.”

Netaji & Bhagat Singh

Frabakaran’s ideology was
shaped by momentous times
and tragic forces in a small,
insular developing society. His
personal heroes, he made elear,
were drawn largely from one
side of the Indian freedom
struggle — Netaji Subhas.
Chandra Bose, Bhagat Singh
and the revolutionary terrorists
of Tamil Nadu. Unsurprisingly,
he was drawn to the flawed
military genius of Napolean but
quite incredibly his admiration
extended to the methods of
Mahatma Gandhi (although in
Prabakaran’s eyes he could not
hold a candle to .Subhas).

Most important, Prabakaran
saw himself as the uncom-
promising custodian of this
cause. As the LTTE’s Supreme
Commander, his supreme
moral accountability was to the
ghosts of his comrades as much
as to any future. Referring to
the framework of the political
settlement proposed by the
Indo-Sri Lankan Agreement,
he observed to me in Jaffna
that he had to answer the
troubling question : “Is it for
this that all of them died?"

When T pressed” him, in
Jaffna, to answer the far-out
question of what he might do
after his dream of Tamil Eclam
was achieved, be broke his
reserve to say he would retire
into the realm of constructive
social work organised on a col-
lectivist basis.

Demonising the LTTE

Eelam appears at  this
juncture a pipe-dream, unless it
is redefined as a federal goal
within the framework of staying
within Sri Lanka's sovereignty.
But asserting Sri Lankan
sovereignty through “liquidat-
ing” the arthed movement for
Eelam ~appears an egua]ly
airy-fairy notion, as Presidents
Jayewardene and Premadasa
and also Indian leaders have
learnt at considerable expense.
After the IPKF expernence,
there i no danger of any seri-
ous section of political opinion
in India romanticising the cause
of Eelam and the image of the
Sri Lankan Tamil militant. But
it won’t do to demonise the
LTTE and its singleminded
gifted leader.

(Emphases in the article are
all ours, not Mr. Ram's - Editor
Tamil Nation)
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SACKING OF DMK GOVT :
PRESS REACTIONS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1991

An Outrage

The Dismissal of the DMK
Ministry and the imposition of
President’s rule in Tamil Nadu
is an outrage that has few paral-
lels in the working of the Indian
Constitution. At a time when
the State is fairly peacable and
a democratically elected goy-
ernment was firmiy in com-
mand. te say that the administ-
ration could not be carried on
in accordance with the provi
sions o the Constitution is a
clear | iockery of democratic
norms and a blatant abuse of
the p wer vested in the Centre
to d al with grave crises and
extrzordinary situations. The
absence of the usual report and
recommendation from the Gov-
ernor and Mr S8.S. Barnala's

own opposition to the dismis-
sal of the DMK Government
have made the exercise all the
more suspect and colourabie.
Obviously because there was no
acinal breakdown of law and
order, a vague threat to
nalional integrity based on
undisclosed, unverifiable intel-
ligence information has had to
be invented before the deed
could be done.

In this debasement of demo-
cracy, the AIADMK and the
Congress (I) found a more than
willing tool in the Chandra
Shekhar Government. The two
parties had been showing signs
of impatience ever since they
rediscovered in November 1980
that they could overwhelm the
DMK in a poll if they combined
forces, and seemed determined
not to let the Karunanidhi
administration run its full term.
Even if they could point to the
precedents of 1977 and 1980
when State Governments were
dismissed after the parties in
power lost in the Lok Sabha
poll, the formation of the V.P
Singh Government at  the
Centre meant they could not
have their way. The changeover
to  the Chandra Shekhar
administration set their ambi-
tions alight again and led to a
shrill campaign for the DMK's
auster.

Ironically, the LTTE connec-
tion with which the DMK Gov-
crmment was finally hanged is a
legacy of the earlier Congress
(1) and AIADMK dispensa-
tions. Tae flow of refugees into
Tamil Nadu in the post-1983
period and the support and

political legitimacy provided to
the Tamil militant groups by
the administrations of Indira
Gandhi and Mr. Rajiv Gandhi
at the Centre and by the
M.G.Ramachandran regime in
the State are only too well
known. If after the
Rajiv-Jayewardene accord and
the 1PKF's operations in the
northern province of Sri Lanka
the Congress (I) and the
AIADMK changed their per-
ception of the LTTE, the DMK
made no secret of its sympathy
for the militant group even
when it was battling the Indian
army, No doubt this sympathy
was exploited by the LTTE and
the other militant groups and
the State witnessed sporadic
incidents of shooting, robbery
and smuggling. Even at their
worst, these isolated incidents
did not add up to a major
breakdown of law and order
nor did they represent the sur-
facing of “anti-national tenden-
cies”. The State Government,
at the prodding of the Centre,
had in the last two months
moved away from its earlier
attitude to tolerance and
cracked down on the militant
groups and held them in check.

If there was no valid ground
on which the DMK Govern-
ment could be dismissed, the
Chandra Shekhar administra-
tion sought to mvent reasons to
pay back the ATADMK and the

Congress (1) for their support..

One had hoped that the initial
utterances of the Central Minis-
ters, including the Prime Minis-
ter, and the “‘warnings” on the
LTTE activities in the State
represented political posturing
to keep the supporting parties
in good humour. But here is a
Government at the Centre lack-
ing a mandale and political
legitimacy and which has no
serious hope of remaining in
power for long or returning to
office after another election. It
has no use for democratic
norms and no restraint or limits
dictated by public opinion. If it
could not oblige the Congress
(I) in Uttar Pradesh, for
instance, it had nothing to lose
by picking on the DMK in
Tamil Nadu and meeting the

demand of the supporting par-

ties. Its cynical disregard of all
democratic norms calls for the
strongest condemnation.

Ation

INDIAN EXPRESS

FRIDAY, February 1, 1997

A fell

The fell deed has been done.
After blowing hot and cold for
quite some time, the Chandra
Shekhar government at the
Centre has struck, dismissing of
Tamil Nadu government under
Article 356 of the Constitution
and dissolving the Assembly to
impose President’s rule.
Aceusations of infirmity of pur-
pose from Ms Jayalalitha and
the Congress (I) accompanied,
perhaps, by hints of withdrawal
of support might have goaded
the government into acting.
Whatever the motivation, the
action is clearly partisan and
totally unjustified by either the
letter or the spirit of the Con-
stitution.

The DMK's alleged conni-
vance in the unlawful activities
of the LTTE militants in Tamil
Nadu leading to the LTTE car-
rying on its activities
unchecked, carving out areas of
influence in some parts of the
state, and to arms and ammun-
being passed through
channels and contacts at politi-
cal level has been cited in sup-
port of the presidential procla-
mation. These are indeed very
serious allegations and amount
t0 an accusation of anti-na-

deed

tional anu treacherous
behaviour. But the fact that the
Governor of the state, a man of
experience and wisdom, who
may be assumed to be as sensi-
tive to such grave issues as any-
one else, was, according to
reports, left unconvinced when
the evidence in this regard was
laid before him by the assem-
bled might of the Central intel-
ligence agencies, is damning to
the Government of India’s
case. He seems to have been of
the view that there was no jus-
tification for the dismissal of
the government. All honour to
Mr. Barnala for refusing to be a
party to such political smash
and grab and flagrant misuse of
the Constitution. Many other
governors have been more than
willing tools of the Government
of India but he set his face

against it.
Earlier, there was much
ostentatious breast-beating

about the general law and order
situation in the state, The
activities of LTTE cadres in the
state have indeed been a cause
for disquiet. It must also be
conceded that Mr. Karunanidhi
was ambivalent about the
LTTE but no judgement in

regard to the LTTE in the siate
can ignore the long
pre-Karunanidhi, history of the
problem. In any case, no evi-
dence has been cited about his
present unwillingness to take
steps on the lines indicated by
the Centre. Moreover, seen in
the perspective of the progres-
sion of Mr. Chandra Shekhar's
earlier reluctance to acr
indeed he disavowed
repeatedly any intention of dis-
missing the Karunanidhi goy-
ermment - to the precipitate
decision of Wednesday, there is
little doubt that the LTTE issue
18 4 mere execuse for a cynical
subversion of the Constitution
10 suit the interests of politcal
allies on whose support the
government depends for its
continuance, The time has
come for an assessment of the
justification for Article 356 and,
in the interim, &f possible
safeguards against its misuse.
That those who subscribed to
criticism of this provision a
support of reform on the i

of the Sarkaria report in their
election manifesto should mis-
use it so blatantly is the greater
tragedy. Now that the worst has
been done, it is imperative thal
the Centre should arrange for
clections in the shortest possi-
ble time so that democratic
ATADMKA-Congress (1)
alliance holds, in spite of the
stresses that the perceived pros-
pect of power might generate,
it will be able to secure a major-
ity. Whatever may happen, let
the people of the state decide -
and decide quickly.
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17-year old Tamil girl dies in U.S. air crash

Rajan Sriskandaraiah reports

A 17-year old Eelam Tamil
girl, Krishani Sri Jeyarajah of
Lancaster, California was one
of the casualties in the recent
plane crash at the Los Angeles
Airport.

The crash that occurred on
Feburary 1st (Friday) at 6.04
.m. (local time) happened on

1e ground. A small 30-seater
commuter plane was on the
ground waiting to take off,
when a U.S. Air jumbo jet
landed on the same runway and

crashed into the smaller plane
Krishani, who was on the com-
muter  plane  bound for
Palmdale, California, died
instantly with 10 other passen-
gers and 2 crew members. Ini-
tial reports reveal that the acci-
dent occurred due to an error
by the air traffic controller,
who had given clearance to
both planes at the same time.
Krishani was returning home
tfrom an interview for her col-

brilliant student, she hpd not
only secured the admission she
sought but had also won a full
academic scholarship at this
interview, She is the daughter
of Dr. Sri Jeyarajah and Sita,
now residents of Lancaster.
California.

The enure Tamil community
in the USA is shocked and
numbed by this termible
tragedy.

lege admission. Known to be a.
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He wins Tamil Nadu Award
Yalpanam K. Kanesapillai,
Thavil Vidwan from Jaffna, was
among the 36 recipients of the

Kalaimamani award for
199091, given annually by the

Tamil Nadu Government-spon-
sored Thamil Nadu Iyal Isai
Nadaga Manram.

The awards were presented

at a function held at the
Kalaivanar Arangam by the
Governor, Mr.  Surjit  Singh

Barnala on 26 January. Chief
Minister M. Karunanidhi hon-
oured the recipients with gold
medals.

Thiru Kanesapillai holds the
distinction of having accom-
panied in his Thavil practically
all the leading Nathaswaram
Vidwans in India, including
it B Rajaratnam Pillai,
Karatkuruchi Arunasalam Pil
lai, Dr. Sheik Chinna Moulana,
Namagiripettai Krishnan and
Mathurai  Sethuraman In
recent times he has performed
at the Thamil Isai Sankam,
Music Academy, Krishna Gana
Sabha and at many other ven-
ues in India.

MARRIAGE

Sancho (son of late Elan-
‘\fr and Mangalam Jayarat-
1) and Salome, (daughter of
Selvaraj and Rohini James) on

January 20 at the Murugan
Temple. Archway Road, Lon-
don N6.

DEATH

Karunadevi Duraisingam,
wife of R.S. Duraisingham, and
sometime teacher at Udupiddy
Girls’ School, daughter of the
late Robert and Annammah
Navaratnam. (A.M. Boys'
School, Udupiddy), sister of
Sathiamoorthy (Karainagar
Hindu), Sathiadevi Sabanathan
and Santhadevi Nalliah (Saudi
Arabia), Thiagamoorthy
(Canada).  Funeral Jaffna
January 9. 5, Boswell Place,
Colombo 6

Thurairatnam

, (reid. Public Health

or), husband of
Annaluxhmi, father of Latti
(USA). Rajan. Chandra.
Nalini, late Ravi and Chitrani

gﬁ). 31, Kandy Road.
‘Chavakachcheri.

C. Vadivelu Nesarainam
{Postal Dept.). husband of Sel-
varatnam, father of Jayakumas
(UK), Bavami Vijayathilakar
{Canada). 39, Ratnakara Place,
Dehiwela.

§.M. Kanagaratnam, (Retd.
Chief Accountant, C.W.E.),
hushand of late Florence, nee
Alagoda, father of Dr. Mahen
and Bala, brother of Lily
Jesudasan (UK) and late Sel-
varatnam Arasaratnam  and
Sabaratnam. 5/3;, Uyana Lane
No. 11, Moratuwa.

Major Gordon Burrows died
in England on December 21.
He first went to Ceylon during
World War II as a member of
the Intelligence Staff of Lord
Mountbatten (SEAC). After
the war, he joined the staff of
Trinity College, Kandy and
became Co-Vice Principal.

Wiji  Selvadurai, Resident
Manager, Pikkiton, husband of
Kamini, nce Chellappah, son of
Wigna and late Grace Sel-
vadurai. 23/3A, Lauries Road,
Colombo 4.

Sivasithamparam
Somanathan, (Attorney-at-law,
J.P.. UM.), husband of Man-

galeswari, tather of

Cecilia Tisseveeresinghe, nce  Nagapooshani Charavana

Santiago. relict of the late J.N. mutiy, Mupohari Sellamuthu

Tisseveerasinghe, mother of and Niranjana Navaratnam

Jate J.L. Tissevecrasinghe Funeral, Kanatte. Colombo

(Mahes). 9. Buntings Road, January 12. 10, Barnes Place
atticaloa. Colombo 7.

*

DEATH OF

Liberation Front, Mr.

Canada.

mugananda. _
Apt. 304-320 Woodridge
Canada K2B 8G2.

V.N. NAVARATNAM

The death occurred in Canada of Mr.
former M.P. for Chavakachcheri. He was 62. ; :

A senior member of the Federal Party and the Tamil United
Navaratnam
Chavakacheheri constitutency in the Sri ! 1
without a break from 1956 to 1983. With the passing of the
Sixth Amendment, Mr. Navaratnam opted out of active polt-
tics after 1983, A successful lawyer and later Solicitor, Mr.
Navaratnam had spent his last few years

He leaves his wife Raghupathy, sons CHEvD
and Vallipurananda, daughter Maitreyl and son Sri Shan-

Creseent,

V.N. Navaratnam,

represented  the
Lankan Parliament

in the UK and n

sons Sri Namachichivaya

Nepean, Ontario,

. |

THE PRICE

OF SPURNING ANNA

e NS

his 28th  death annivérsary,

we  reproduce

Annadurai, the supreme charismatic Tamil leader of
his time died on 3rd Feburary 1963, On the occasion ’pf

the article by

V.K. Madhavan Kutty written for the SUNDAY TIMES

OF INDIA.

The article was published in the issue of

January 27, three days before Tamil Nadu was brought

under President's rule,

“We want to appropriale
powers for the government to
Impose  restrictions
those individuals or «
tions who want 1o
tegralion oOr
India poli
poses ol
Asoke Sen

ke disin
secession  from
tical issues for pur-
fighting elections,”

then law minister
(and now steel minister in
Chandra  Shekhar's cabinet),
had said in 1963 while introduc
ing the 16th Constitution
Amendment  Bill. The bill,
widely described as ‘anti-se
sion’ or ‘anti-DMK’, was passed
ta smother a sane voice from
the south for more autonomy.
Today, looking ul the country.
one wonders whether those
objectives were achieved and
whether it is not the south
which stands solidly for an
integrated nation.

DMK leader C.N.Annadurai
had then warned the Centre :
“All nght. Pass this legisiation,
but it will remain in your arc-
hives, or in your armoury. , The
people know how to deal with
the situation.” Sovereignty is
not the monopoly of any one
place: We have a federal, not
unitary, structure. India is so
vast and its traditions so diffe-
rent, that there cannot be a
steelframe polity. Bat of late,
the working of the federal
structure has ereated a sense of
frustration in wvarious states,
who feel they dre fast becoming
dole-beggin corporations,
Annadurai %ad said, “There is
the very natural instinct in them
thar they should be given more
powers. When coupled with
that there is the regional dispar-
ity and added to that is the lin-
guistic tangle, do you not think
that it is very natural for men
like us to feel disillusioned and
that it is not very unnatural that
we should think of separation?
Well, come to us half-way and

say: We go so far and no
further. And when you say
that, when you meet us

Bive s proper
10 the puzzles that dre
._ not by us, but by the
working ol the Constiution to
the detriment of the stazes.”
Today there is again talk of
amending the Constitution for
petty purposes masgueiading as
national If only
genuine sentiments about the
need for more autonomy had

credted

been respected, thers would
have been no need for
the amendment of 1963, Or

for prepanng snother amend-
ment. No political philosophy
has been formulated to fight
hidden discontent, and mea-
sures adopted by the centre;
have only driven it under-
ground,

When Annadurai said he was
prepared 1o come more than
half way, the centre used
strong-arm tactics. It failed to
understand that this was no
voice of secession; behind it
was a genuine desire to see
India remain. a strong nation.
That wvision was not com-
prehended but betrayed.

Such tendencies could not
have developed in Punjab,
Kashmir and Assam had power
not been concentrated in the
hands of a few heartland politi-
cians who scem to be per-
petuating their hegemony. The
ery of the non-Hindj states that
we too are Indian, not you
alone, has been ignored,

Pointed out Annadirai,
“There is frutration, a very
intense and a very growing one,
among a section of people who
definitely feel that the present
political set-up is not going 1o

deliver the goods, And that is

why after having had the
cxpericnce of S0 many years,
we feel that pnless some new
kind of political set-up i
created, this federation is not
going to stand the strain and
stress of the times... Correct us
if we are erroneous, Convince

us if ypu have solid facts. Con-
Verl us to your point of view.
Instead of that vou are compel-
ling, Compulsion especially
through law is the worst form
of arpument.” Today there
would have been no need to
offer to go more than halfway
and take a fresh look at the
Constitution.

Annadurai’s comments about

Nehru are also relevani. He
said the country’s standing
united in the face of the

Chinese aggression was due to
the “‘magnetic personality and
the democratic liberalism of
Pandit Nehru™ and not because
of the Defence of India Act
then in force as law minister
Sen had claimed. He con-
tinued, *Fhe present unity of
purpose, the national upsurge is
entirely due to the nobility of
thought of Pandi Jawaharlal
Nehru. The Defence of India
Act 15 not and cannot be the
conscience keeper of the nation
bt only the jailkeeper.” :

No Constitution has been
amended as much as ours and
no Constitution has been so
used or misused to impose the
dictates of the Centre on the
‘federating’ units, Currently
there is talk of dismissal of a
democratically elecied govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu. If you
cannot dismiss Mulayam, dis-
miss Karunamdhi! T Presi-
dent’s rule is imposed, then the
President will be representing
more  consiitutencies  and
people than the Prime Minister
and his party of 54! In this
country, solutions to problems,
upholding principles and settl-
ing issues are sought by amend-
ing the Constitition. During
the 70s, the directive principles
were  amended to  include
“socialism  and  secularism®.
Can we say that today we are
more secular and socialist a8 a
result?....

Sekarajnsimgam
Arumukasamy, (Retd. Reg
ional Manager, Water Supply
Jaffna), Lusband 0
Sivakamasunthard. Died m
South Africa under tragic cir-
cumetances. Cremalion in Pre-
toria. 10 Anne Manner, Prin-
cess Ave. Windsor PK 2191,
South Africa 4, Radha Lane,
Vannarponnai.

Sam. V. Sinpatamby, Attor-
ney-at-law. brother of late E.J.,
Dr. . G.S., A.T. Sinpatamby,
Mrs. C. Sivapragasam and of
Mrs. Lilly Jehoratnam and Dr.
Grace Barr-Kumarakulasinghe.
1, Cosmos Ave, Barnes Place,
Colombo 7.

Vethavally Supramaniam,
wife of A. Supramaniam, Retd.
Chief Accountant, Post & Tele-
com. Dept., daughter of the
fate Mr and Mrs. M. Chelliah
of Kokuvil. Died December 24,
13, Stafford Road. Barassie 5
Estate, Troon, Ayrshire KA
107, Scotland.

Thaiyalnayalki Kanapathipil-
lai, (Kaddudai), wife of late
Vallipuranathar Kanup i
of Thunna

atln Devi Vin-
(Canada),

avagamurihi
Sripathidnsan
Sivasubramaniam

Perinbavalli and _E

Your Home is at Risk if you

(mid) P. SRINIVASAN

INSURANCE, MORTGAGE & PENSION SPECIALIST

‘Suhantham’
110 Merton High Street Abbots Lane 1524 London Rd
London SW19 1AD Kenley London SW16 4EU
Tel : 081 - 545 0796/8 Surrey CR2 5JB 081 - 679 1952/3
81 - 660 5652

FAX : 081 - 679 4960 MOBILE PHONE 0860 369735
Remortgages & Mortgages

Non Status - Self Certification
Fixed - Stabiliser
(Stabilised Rate 11.49% as Long as You Want)
Low Start - Deferred Interest
(Super Low Start from 7.95%)
y Choice of Payment
(10%, 11% or 12%)

Interest Holiday
(Upto One Year)
Available for House Purchase or Remorigages for any Purpose
do not Keep Up Repayments on a
Mortgage or Other
BUSINESS FINANCE-PERSONAL PLANNING-HOUSE

Loan Secured On it.

ARM TRAVEL
Best Fares to Destinations
World Wide




TAMIL
NATI®ON

LTTE Charges Sri Lankan

govt. with pursuing

genocidal attacks

‘ANNIHILATE A GOOD NUMBER OF
TAMILS & SUBJUGATE THE REST’

Accusing the §ri Lankan gov-
ernment of refusing to respond
to its unilateral declaration of
coase-fire, the LTTE has
charged it with following a pol-
icy of annihilating a sufficient
number of people of Tamil
Eelam so that it may subjugate
those who may survive.

A statement of the LTTE
released by the LTTE Interna-
tional Secretariat, United King-
dom, says :

“The Central Committee of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam has taken note of the
concerted attack that was
launched by the Sri Lankan
Government, on our people in

Vadamaratchi and elsewhere in
the North of Tamil Eelam, on
the 2Mh of January.

“The unilateral decision of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam to observe a ceasefire
with effect from the 1st of
January 1991 placed the entire
responsibility on the Sri Lankan
government as to whether to
maintain peace on continue to
wage war against our people.
We state in our ceasefire decla-
ration that the LTTE had pro-
vided the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment with an ‘ideal opportun-
ity" to demonstrate its inten-
tions. The conduct of the Sn
Lankan government in refusing

1o respond in a positive and
constructive  manner to the
unilateral declaration of cease-
fire made by the LTTE and
what is more, in seeking to
utilise declaration of ceasefire
made by the LTTE and what is
more, in seeking to utilise the
ceasefire, to launch intensive
offensive operations against our
people, has given ample proof
of the intentions of the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka,

The Sri Lankan government
is bent on pursuing its genoci-
dal attack against the people of
Tarmil Eelam so that 1t may sub-
jugate those who may survive.

Under the guise of war, the
Sri Lankan Government seeks
to prevent urgent medical and
food supplies reaching our
people who are undergoing
grave hardship and suffering,
particularly in the Eastern Pro-
vince. It seeks to thwart the
efforts of non governmental
organisations to bring urgent
relief and aid to our people,
The continued aerial bnmhard{
ment of the civilian population
and the inlensive and indis-
criminate attacks launched by
the Sri Lankan Army and para
military forces, against our
people, constitute flagrant vio-
lations of the humanitarian law

of armed conflict.

“The genocidal actions of the
Sri Lankan Government have
compelled  the  Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam to with-
draw immediate effect their
unilateral declaration of cease-
firc. The Liberation of Tigers
of 'Il"amil Eelam, which is the
national army of Tamil Eelam
will defend the people of Tamil
Eclam against the murderous
onslaught  that  has  been
launched against them.”

Headquarters,
The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam.

SRI LANKAN MOVE TO NET INDIAN BLACK MONEY

Eight commercial banks in
Sri Lanka have introduced
numbered bank accounts with
the main aim of attracting
Indian black money.

“"Many countries in the west
operzic these accounts, but 1
tlunk that we are the first in the
east to introduce it”, the gover-
nor of the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka, Dr. Neville Karuna-
tilake, told journalists.

The targets : He said he
Jhoped the facility would attract

~ustomers from “neighbouring
countries”: The bank governo:
acknowledged that such secret
offshore account facilities were
used to evade taxation. He said
the Central Bank has granted
approval for eight local and
foreign commercial banks to
operate numbered accounts.
The banks are Bank of Ceylon,
People’s Bank, Commercial
Bank, Sampath Bank, Hatton
National Bank, Seylan Barmk,
Grindlays Bank and Hahib

JeSa e = T L o RO SR
Wanton Civilian bombing....

(continued from page 1)

went on trom 6 am. to 4.30
p.m. It went on like this till
about noon on January 23.

By the time the attack ended,
101 houses had been completely
destroyed, and 451 had been
partially damaged, six temples,
one church, and four schools
had been bombed. Ten people
and been killed, and 20 injured.

The town is still largely
deserted, as more than half the
population have fled. There are
a few disconsolate groups of
people, sifting through the rub-
ble of their homes, looking for
something to salvage. “This is
the third time this has hap-
pened to me,” said Dr. Sun-
daram, standing in his roofless
house. A bomb exploded just
behind his house, shattering the
windows. The floors are thick
with broken tiles and crockery.

The attack on Vadamarachi
is only one of a growing
number of air attacks on unmis-
takably civilian targets and
appear to from part of a pat-
1em.

At the ftiny village of
Puthukidiyiruppu in Mullaitivu
district, two air force Sia Mar-
chetti  planes dropped four
bombs, killing 23 people and
injuring 13. Among the sur-
vivors who were brought by the
Red Cross to the Jaffna general
hospital. are a 10-year-old boy,
Pradeepan, who has lost two
fingers on his left hand, and a
six-year-old-girl, who was hit by
splinters on  her left leg.
According to cyewitness, the
bombers came in at around
5.30 p.m. on January 31, and
dived straight at the market
place and let loose four bombs

at the crowd of between 100 to
150. A school with refugees and
a small medical post flying the
Red Cross flag was just 100
metres away, and the people on
*he spot are convinced that the
efugee camp was the real
rarget of the bombers.

Another school which was

used as a refugee camp of
Kokkuvil in Jaffna was bombed
in the evening of February 2.
There were 43 refugee families
in the school, and a 14-year-old
girl lost her leg while two others
suffered minor injuries.

Curious object : The previ-
ous week, the Hindu high
school at Kondavil had been
attacked, thé boat jetty at
Pooneryn was straffed, and a
temple at Murukandy, south of
|Killinochi was bombed. A man,
Jhis  three-and-a-half-year old
‘daughter and alO-year-old boy
were killed at Murukandy. A
barrel bomb dropped in a field
at  Murukandy failed to
explode, and has now been
kept in the market place, where
the curious gape at it.

“The seem to be concentrat-
ing entirely on civilian targets,”
said a long time Jaffna resident.
Civilians have always been kil-
led, but over the past few
weeks, the air force seems to be
concentrating on market places,
schools and refugee camps.”

There is little evidence that
any LTTE member has been
killed or wounded in any of
these attacks, and the only
result they seem to be having is
to confirm the people in their
belief that they can never
‘expect any justice from the
Government m Colombo.

Bank.

Offshore facility : The gover-
nor explained that this facility
would be an off-shore one,
available only to foreigners and
non-residents in terms of the
mland revenue Act. The
minimum deposit must be US
dollars 5,000 in eight foreign
currencies consisting of US,
Australian  and Singaporean
dollars, Japanese ven,
Deutsche marks, Swiss and
French francs and Sterling
pounds,

Acknowledging that the
assurance of absolute secrecy
was the key to success of this,
scheme, Dr. Karunatilake
admitted that the authorities
would not be able to detect
money deposited here which
had been obtained illegally.
“Even if it iis from the LTTE-
(the guerilla group, the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam),
we would not know™’, he said.

Freedom to banks: “With
the enactment of the banking
Act No. 39 last year, the
monetary board of the Central
Bank was authorised to permit
licensed commercial bank to
operate numbered banking
accounts. The banks have abso-
lute discretion in the opening of
these accounts, We have given
them the freedom of designing
and devising their own opera-
tional details,” he said.

Dr. Karunatilake said this is
a further step in the liberalisa-
tion of banking which is in line
with the government's policy of
liberalising the economy, “This,
is yet another new approach to
sophisticated banking and a
step closer to making Colombo
an international  financial
centre,” he stated. .

“We are moving away from
restrictions and this will help
build confidence in the
economy of the country. It will
also encourage people to bring
money into the country"”,
Dr.Karunatilake said.

Aceording to the new bank-
ing Act, divulging the identity
of the owner of the numbered
account or any related informa-
tion whatsoever is absolutely
prohibited except under the fol
lowing circumstances :-

(a) Where the account holder
gives his permission to do so or.

(b) Legal proceedings arc
instituted by or against the
account holder or 1

(¢) is required to-do so (i) by
a provision of an existing law
giving effect to an internationai
convention on narcotics or
hijacking or.

(ii) By an order of the sup-

reme court made on applica-

tion, on the ground that monies.

in such accounts have been, or
are being used in furtherance of
an act which constitutes an
offence under the prevention of
terrorism Act. : ¢

‘Clean linen' : When asked
about possibility of using these

_secrel accounts to launder black
money, Dr. Karunatilake
replied, “We will not accept
money if it is known that it is
obtained as a result of illegal
operations. But the laud dry-
men are not in this country and
the laundering is done over-
seas.”

An opposition parliamenta-
rian, who did not want to be
identified, said this move was
against all moral principles,
“Sri Lanka is playing host to
international smugglers,
blackmarketeers and othe
ments in the underworld ™y, e
stated.

“And to my children

I leave an enormous

tax bill.”

One diy, your family may
have to pay a tax they’ve
never heard of, thought
about ar planned for.
Inhgritance Tax.

It will affect far more people
than you might imagine — it
could eventually cost your
family thousands of pounds,
particularly if you are a
homeowner,

ALLIED

Allied Dunbar can help ease
the burden and 1 can show
you how. The first step is 10
ask for a copy of our free
guide (Then, U'll contact you
to discuss Allied Dunbar's
solutions in more detail.

Just fill in the coupon or
telephone me on Potters Bar
(0707) 52819,

DUNBAR

PERSONAL FINANCIAL GUIDANCE
Member of LAUTRO

INamey

Rt ol &b i e

To: Raj 5. Anantha Rajah Sales Associate
representing Allied Dunbar Assurance ple

Private office: 48 Sunnybank Road, Poers Bar, Hertfordshire EN6 2NN
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