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that the Tamil Nation will continue to fearles:
. campaign lllll'!l"lill_ which is both just and lawful - the right of
o ' Self determination of the people of Tamil Eelam

sly and honestly

Tamil Nation has called for the

immediatereleaseof

Mr.Subramaniam Sivanayagam,
who has been detained without
trialunderthelndian
NationalSecurityAct.
Mr.Sivanayagam has functioned
as the Editor of the Tamil Natiom
since its start in September last
year.

On July 18, at about 9.30 pm., a
policepartyvisited Mr.Sivanayagams
simpletwo room flatin Besant Nagar.
He lived there with his wife and two
daughters. The police officials
mformed Mr.Sivanayagam thathe was
being taken in for questioning. They

saidnothingaliout the National Security

At

Mr. Sivanayagam accompanied the
police officers in the belief that he
wolld be back home, later that night.
He did not e¥en take a change of
clothes.

Mr.Sivanayagam whose health had
been of increasing concem during
recentmoriths, and who needs regular
medication, was forced to spend the
night in the Mylapore Police Station.
Mr.Kuhadasanwhoassisted
Mr.Sivanayagam in his work at the
Tamil Nation was also taken into
custody.

Neitherof them were. released even
on the following day. fstead, on the
July 19, Mr.Sivanayagam was taken
from Mylapore to the Adyar Police
Station again in the night, this tme at
about 9 p.n..

On Juiy 20, for the first time, he was

taken before the Saidpet Magistrates
Courtatabout 4 p.m.and from there (o
the Central Jail, July 21 was a public
holiday and a bail application was
filedl in the Magistrates Court on July
22,

It appears that it was whilst the bail
application was pending, that the
authorities belatedly decided 1o act
under the National Security Act - an
Act which enables an individual 1o be
detained without charges being
framedfor'a maximum period of 12
months,

What are the grounds on which the
Indian authorities have decided 1o
incarcerate a journalist with
Mr.Sivanayagam'sunsullied
reputation for integrity and honesty.,
and separate him from his wife and
children? If the decision was made
on the ground of *national security’
when was it made? Was it made
afterthe bail application was filed or
before?

Strangely, a police pressnoteissued
on Saturday July 19 made no

But is’ it the position that
Mr.Sivanayagam should be arrested
hecuust‘hcwalsarloversmyt:r‘.’ But
then. itis well known that thousands
of Tamils from Sri Lanka have been
permitted to stay ‘without valid
documents’.

Again, surely, the Indian authorities
have been well aware for a number
of years that Mr, Sivanayagam was
a Tamil from Sr Lanka without
validdocuments. Afterall, whatsort
of documents do the Indian

from Sri Lanka, should register
again. Mr. Sivanayagam wassuch a
well known figure, that it is
laughable that he should be arrested
and held in custody without bail,
because he had not complied with
the latest of a number of requests to

register. . 3

Or is it the suggestion thal
Mr Sivanayagam should be arrested
because he was editing a
‘clandestine” publication. But what
was “clandestine” about the Tamil
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“Tamil Nation is nobody’s

mouthpiece and is proud of its individuality and

independence. If an Indian newspaper supports the Palestinian cause, it does not
become a PLO mouthpiece does it?”

mention of *national security’. The
press note which was published in
the Madras Hindu stated that two
Sri Lankan Tamils, Sivanayagam
and Kuhadasan, werearrested from
separate houses for reportedly
staying without valid documents,
The note added: “Following a
search in the two premises, police
recovered Rs 16,000 in cash, 300
US Dallars and eight copies of Tamil
nation - an English newspaper
published clandestinely here in
contravention of the Press and
Registration ol Books Act and
announcing that the newspaper was
published in London - besides
connected material,”
et
allegaltions with care and ask
ourselves whether that which the
Indian authorities allege stands up
1 reason.

us examine each of these

It cannot be the case for the Indian

authorities that & man may be taken
from his home, late at night and
detained in a police station because
he had three miserable US $100
notes in his flat - a gift which a
recent  wvisitor had  given
Mr.Sivanayagam in recognition of
his outstagding and fearless
contributiony as a journalist,

Mfr.S.Sivanayagam

Arujna Column, Tamil Nation, June 15, 1991

authorities expect from a journalist
who fled with his wife and two
children from the wrath of the Sri
Lankan Government? It was only
the other day, that Mr.Sivanayagam
cheerfully joked on the phone that
he was a well known Kallathoni - so
well known that he even had a
registered telephone! But behind the

joke was the grim reality thar this

honest human, who is today in his
late fifties, lefthis homeinlaffnain
1983, in & boat, with his wife and
children to Tamil Nadu where he
hoped that he may live with a
measure of dignity and some
Security.

Or is it the case for the Indian
authorities that Mr.Siyvanayagam
wits arrested because he had not
complied with the latest request of
the Tamil Nadu government that Sri
Lankan Tamil refugees should
register themselves with the State
authorities?

Ihe purpose of such registrtion
wits presumably to identity those
who were Sri Lankan Tamils.
Unless this recent measure was
intended to harass and intimidate,
then surely it could not have been
the intention that Tamils who were

known to the state authorities 1o be

Nation? It was printed and edited in
Madras quite openly. It was
published in the United Kingdom -
againquiteopenly.
Mr.Sivanayagam as the Editor,
interacted openly with a large cross
section of persons from all walks of
life in Madras. It was not so long
ago, on March 28, that the
prestigious Madras Hindu reported
onaSeminarorganised by the Centre
for South-East Asian Studies, the
Madras University, the Madras
Chapter for the Society for Indian
Ocean Studies and the Island Trust,
Coimbatore. Mr.Sivanayagam
played a prominent role at the
Seminar and the Hindu reported his
contribution in the following terms:
“Mr.S.Sivanayagam, Editor,
Tamil Nation, said India’s foreign
policy under Mrs.Gandhi had a
mind of its own and Colombo was
always keptonitstoes. Ifthe present
situation on the island continued,
the Sri Lanka government might
reach a point where it could push
itself into a deadend,politically,
economically, and militarily,
leading toanarchy. Outof thischaos
might emerge a solution that could
satisfy the Tamil aspirations and
give the LTTE an official
recognition that India had so far

denied. He regretted that between
1984 and now, India’s policy

towards Tamil militancy had been
oneofdriftandadhoeapproaches.”

This was the Editor, who, the police
press note would have the public
believe, was engaged in a
‘clandestine’ publication! The
publicationwas so ‘clandestine’ that
the Madras Hindu, the Centre for
South-EastAsian Studies, the Madras
University, the Madras Chapter for
the Society for Indian Ocean Studies
and the Island Trust, Coimbatore
were all into the ‘secret’!

There was nothing secretive about
the Tamil Nation and there was
nothing secretive about the stand
that Mr.Sivanayagamtook as Editor
oftheTamilNation.Mr.
Sivanayagam was a journalist who
was widely respected for his fearless
independence and his commitment
to the cause of the people of Tamil
Eelam. His declaration in the June
15 issue of the Tamil Nation was a
typicalassertionofthat
mdependence and that commitment:
“Tamil Nation is nobody’s
mouthpiece and is proud of its
individuality and independence. If
an Indian newspaper supports the
Palestinian cause, it does not hecome
a PLO mouthpiece does it?™

The conclusionappears inescapable
that the reasons given'by the Indian
authorities for the detention of
Mr.Sivanayagam. without trial, do
not stand up to the test of reason.
What is more, the Indian authorities,
have by their actions, denied
Mr,Sivanayagam his fundamental
right to freedom of speech and due
Process.

Tamil Nation is not unmindful of
India's nationalsecurity concerns
but believes that such concerns
should not lead to actions which
flout the rule of law. Tamil Nation
urges Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao to intervene and secure the
release of a journalist who is
innocent of any wrong doing
except that of asserting his right
to freedom of expression.
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TAMIL
NATI®ON

"Truth and knowledge are an idke
gleam if they do not bring power to
change the world.”

SriAurobindo

Recognising that to change any-
thing It Is necessary to understand
that which we seek to change, the
TAMIL NATION Isconcerned, not
only with providing Information but
also, with furtheringan understand-
Ing of the Issues that confront the
Tamil national movement. Recog-
nising that, in the end, we truly
understand anything only to the
extent that we have been able to
change it,the TAMIL NATION Is
concerned with changlng those ma-
terlal conditions of existence which
continue (o oppress and discriml-
nate against the people of Tamil
Eelam. The Tamll Nation Is rooted
In the growing togetherness of the
Tamil people and It seeks to par-
ticlpate In the effort Lo strengthen
that togetherness. The TAMIL NA-
TION seeks to focus attention on
the unjust relationship between
nationswithouta state and nations
thathaveattzined state-hood. And,
the TAMIL NATION exists to
debate and campalign for the radi-
calchanges necessary, bothamongst
the Tamil people and outside, if the
struggle of the Tamil people for
national self determination ls to be
won.

The TAMIL NATION is published |

Tami Forum Lid, & company
:l::ygismdind::l]nihd Kingdom and
the entirety of whose profits will go to
a regisered charity establisted to help
Tamil refugees, to advance education
amangst the Tamil people and o allevi-
Ak poverty and hardship amongst them.

InTerv EprTor

NADESANSATYENDRA |

Apvsory EprroriaL Boarp

RajanSriskandarajah
AnaPararajasingham

Views cxpressed in the paper are not
mcm-.rilythnm of the Editar, the Edi-
torial Advisary Board ar the Publishers.
Tamil Nation welcomes reader re-
?miqilzfamufhmurmid_m
st i
on ore si

and if m long hand, should I::r.\-vrirlr:n!‘r
legibly Material received for publica-
tion is subject to abridganentand edit-
mg where found necessary.

Eprrorial. CORRESFONDENCE

United Kingdom
P.O.Bax 417, Cambridge CB3 917,
- fax (0223) 355431

US.A.
.23, TamidanRoad, Ploughkeepsic,
NY1261 - fax (914) 485 5865

Australia

P.O.Box 215, Enficld, N.S.W. 2136
- fax (02) 626 5610

SALES AND A DVERTISING

Australasia ¥
P.O.Bax 623, Mulgrave Narth,
Vicloria 3170, Australia
- phonc/fax: (03) 560 7739;
US.A
23, Tamidan Road, Ploughkeepsic,
NY12601 - fax (914) 485 5865;
Other Countries & United
Kingdom
Tamil Forum Lid., P.O Bax 373,
Croydon, Surrcy,
United Kingdom, CR9 6AB
- phone: UK (081) 460 3959 fax: UK
(081) 681 3657

ANNUAL SUBSCRIFTION

US.A - 30 USS;
Australla - 40AUSS;
UK & Other Countries_£15
cheques/ drafts In favour of
Tamil Nation

U.K. TAMIL ASSOCIATIONS
CALL FOR JAYALALITHA'S
INTERVENTION

Representativesfromihe London
Tamil Forum, the International
Federation of Tamils, Tamil In-
formation Centre, Ganapathy
Temple Trust, Catholic Associa-
Lion of Tamils UK and the Tamil
Congregration, London, mel with
Mr.K.M.Rainakara, Minister at
the Indian High Commission in
London on the 29th of July for
about an hour lo express their
grave concern al the detenlion of
Mr.Sivanayagam. They called for
the intervention of the Prime
Ministerof India, Mr. Narasimha
Rao to secure the urgent release of
Mr.Sivanayagam. They also handed
overa letter addressed to the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu. The text
of the letter was

Hon, Jayalalitha Jayaram,
Chiefl Minister,

Tamil Nadu,

India

Dear Chief Minister,

We wrile to appeal for your
urgenl intervention Lo secure the
release of Subramaniam
Sivanayagam, the Edilor of the
Tamil Nation, who was Laken inlo
custody in Madras on Friday the
19th of July 199i.

Mr.Sivanayagam is a Tamil from
Sri Lanka. Prior to 1983, he served
for several years as the Editor of the
indcpandcnxt weekly, the Saturday
Review in Jaffna, Sri Lanka. In
1983, he was compelled to leave his
homeland in fear of persecution by
the GovernmentofSri Lankaand he
sought refuge in Madras with his
wife and two children.
Mr.Sivanayagam has always been

grateful for the asylum granted 1o
him by the then Tamil Nadu
government which was headed by
the Imte Puratchi Thalavar,
M.G.Ramachandran. Since
September last year, he has
functioned as the Editor of
fortnightly, Tamil Nalion which was
published from London.

Mr. Sivanayagam is a dedicated
Journalist with an unsullied
international reputation for his
integrity and sturdy independence.
Those of us who have been
privileged to know him, know him
as an honourable and honest human
being. We know that Mr.
Sivanayagam is incapable of any
wrong doing which would warrant
his being incarcerated in jail.

Mr. Sivanayagam isinhislate fifties.
Mr.Sivanayagam is a diabetic. He
suffers from hypertension. The few
days in jail has already adversely
affected his health. We know that
you will wunderstand, and
sympathise with, the genuine
concern and anguish that hiswile
and two children have lor hissafety
and health-awifeand twochildren
who are themselves refugees and
who today, have lo suffer, in
addition, theignominy of havinga
coupleoflpolicemen postedin froni
of their house.

We respectfully urge you 1o act to
stopthis suffering and this injustice.
As cxpatriate Tamils, who are
conscious of, and grateful for, the
unreserved and unstinted support
that the late much loved leader of
T a m i 1 N a d u ,
MrM.G Ramachandran extended
to Tamils of Sri Lankan origin in
their time of need, we appeal 1o you
to use your good offices o secure
the release of Mr.Sivanayagam.

“And to my children

I leave an

€normous

tax bill.”

One day, your family may
have to pay a tax they’ve
never heard of, thought
about or planned for.

Inheritance Tax.

It will affect far more people
than you mught imagine-it
could eventually cost your
famjly thousands of pounds,
particularly if you are a

homeowner.

Allied Dunbar can help vase
the burden and [ can show
you how. The first step is
to ask for a copy of our free
guide. Then, I'll contact you
to discuss Allied Dunbar’s
solutions in mere detail.

Just fill in the coupon or
telephone me on Potiess Bar
(07C7) 52819,

DUNBAR

PERSONAL FINANCIAL GUIDANCE
Member of LAUTRO

To: Ra) 5. Ananthe Rajah Sales Associate
representing Allied Dunbar Assurance Plo
Private Office: 40 Sunnybank Road, Potters Bar, Hendordshire EN6 2NN

Yes please, | would like to know more abour Inheritance Tax.

As we go to press, we have received news that the
Tamil leader, Mr.Sathasivam Krishnakumar, has been
asked to leave England by the British Home Secretary.
We publish here excerpts from a report in _the
Independent of the 6th of August by its Asia Editor

Raymond Whitaker....

Britain asks Tamil

leader to leave

Mr.Krishnakumar31,aCentral
Committee member of Lhe
Liberation Tigersof Tamil Eelam
-Lhe Tamil Tigers- has been given
uniil tomorrow to leave the
counlry voluntarily, or face
possible detention and expulsion
toSriLanka, where hismovement
isfighting a bitter civilwar againsi
the governing Sinhalese majorily.

Mr.Krishnakumar led Tiger forces
in the northern stronghold of Jaffna
under the nom DE ger of
‘Commander Kittu’, until he lost a
leg in fighting, He was allowed to
come to Britain in October 1989 for
treatment, and had a number of
extensions of his stay on medical
grounds.

Last August, Mr.Krishnakumar
sought political asylum in Brilain,
but was lold lasi week that the
Home Secrelary, Kennelh Baker,
was “minded to refuse” the
application, because the Tiger
leader didnol have a wellfounded
fear of perseculion il he was
returned to Sri Lanka

At the same time he was informed
that a deportation order had been
issued againsthim in supportof“ihe

international fight against
terrorism”™.
Under the 1971 Immigration Act,

Mr.Krishnakumar has no right of
judicial appeal against the
deportation order, but can make
representationsio apanel of advisers
appointed by the Home Secretary.
The procedure, which was heavily
criticised when used againstalleged
Iragi sympathisers during the Gulf
war, doesnotallow the person facing
expulsion to leam the evidence
against him, or to have a lawyer
with him when he appears before

the advisory panel. Norishe entitled
toknowthepanel's
recommendations.

David Burgess, a leading
immigration solicilor acting for
Mr.Krishnakumar, said it was
exiremely unusual for the
authoriliesioannounce inadvance
that they were comsidering
delaining some one regarded as
undesirable. “IThe isadangerous
person, why is there a timetable
for him to remain at liberiy?”
asked Mr.Burgess.

Yesterday, AntonRajah,the Tigers
spokesman in Britain, denied
theclaimsagainst Mr. Krishnakumar,
saying thathehadengaged purely in
political activity aimed at promoting,
a peaceful settlement in Sri Lanka.

The governmenl’s denial
Mr.Krishnakumar
perseculion in SriLanka contrasis
wilh its decision last month Lo
freezeaid lo Colombo and restrict
arms sales in protest at Lhe
couniry’s human rights record.
The move was in retaliation for the
Sri Lanka’s expulsion of the British
High Commissioner, David
Gladstore, in May which: Britain
said was duc 1o his criticism of
human rights violations.

With relations between London
and Colombe siill cool, some
sourcesbelieve
Mr.Krishnakumar's deportation
might be due more o pressure
from India, which hasaccused the
Tamil Tigers of responsibility for

Rajiv Gandhi’sassassination near
Madras in May. Since then | »
numbers of Sri Lankan Tanl
have been delsined, and many
face forcible return lo their

homeland.

L N R SR

Tamil Welfare and Human Rights
Committee, Washington, campaigns
for Sivanayagam's release

The Tamil Welfare and Human
Rights Commiltee based in
Washington, US.A. have called
upon all the foreign embassiéSin Lhe
US.A. lo bring to bear pressure
upon Lhe Prime Minister of Indiato
secure the release of
Mr.Sivanayagam. The lollowing is
the lext of aleller thathas beensent:

Dear Ambassador,

Editor of Newspaper in
Police Custody

We enclose herewith a copy of a
letter sent to the Prime Minister of
India, the Chief Minister and the
Governor of Tamil Nadu.

“We are distressed to learn from
press reports that Mr.Sivanayagam,
an independent journalist of
international acclaim and the Editor
of the Tamil Nation, a publication
of the expatriate Tamil community,
was arrested on made-up charges

andkeptin solitary confinementby
Madras police since July 19.

We are [fully aware  of
‘Mr.Sivariayagam’s crede nlials
and are confident that he would
nol offend the rule of law und
any circumsiances. g

Mr. Sivanayagam is cfﬁ'lllhtl.i:;

continued detention would lead to
imeparable damage to his health.
We thereforc appeal to you to have
Mr. Sivanayagam sed from
police custody immediately to
preveat an avoidable calamity and
international repercussions. A copy
of this letter is being sent to foreign
embassies.”

Please bri sre fo bearupen
the pﬁmmi';;oflndnmm
the release of Mr.Sivanayagam.

faces ™"
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Tamil Eelam - A N

ation without a State

Sacramento
Conference

reportfromourspecial correspondent atthe Tamil EelamResearch Conference

The Research Conference on
‘Tamil Eelam - A Nation without
a Slale” opened at the Sacramento
Campus of the State University of
California on Saturday, the 20th of
July 1991.

Around 175 parlicipants from
Australia, Canada, Indis, Norway,
South Africa, Sweden, United
Kingdom and from many states of
U.S.A. allended the iwo day
Conference which was co-
sponsored by the Universily and
the International Federation of
the Tamils.

sitors tc the Conference
' included the Canadian Consul
(prompled by the publicity
surrounding the conferenmce
generaied by the Sri Lanka media
and its supporters in the US.) and
MrNariansamy Naicker of the
African Nalional Congress.
Regquests for the Conference
proceedings were received from
Vice President Quayle’s Office and
Jrom former President Carter’s
Peace Foundation.

Background to the
Conference
e

The Internalional
Federation of Tamils

L announced in April this year
' Eal the Tamil Eelam

esearch Conflerence would
be held in July in
Sacramento.This was Lhe
signal for the Sri Lankan
governmenlt (o siarl
pressurising the California
State Universily authorities
fo siop the Conference. Bul
the request to extend Sri
Lanka’s censorship fo the
LS was politely declined by
the University aulhorilies.
Threats by Sinhala
individuals resident in
California followed. The
inlial threat was Lhal the
Conference will be disrupted
by 5000 demonstrators. When
these threalswereignored, the
organisers of the Conference
were lhreatened wilh physical
violence. Undeterred by these
threals, the Organising
Commillee headed by
Professor Balachandra went
ahead with ils plans for the
Conlerence - a conflerence,
which in the evenl turned oul
be successful - reflected nol
only in the large number of
participants thal it altracled
bul also in inflluencing the
inlernational community to
confron( Lhe issues relaling Lo
the nationalliberation struggle
of the people of Tamil Eclam.

Thekey note speech was delivered
by Mr.Thasam Gunanayagam.
The two moming sessions on the
first day, were chaired by Dr. John
Balachandra of the Stale
University of

commented that this was nothing
more than an attempt to legitimize
Sinhala colonisation of Tamil
Eclam, whereas the reality was that
the Tamils themselves had practised
Buddhism.

California and
Chairman of the
Organising
Commiltee of the
Conlerence. These
sessions focused on
the back ground to
the Tamil struggle for
self-determination
and examined both
the pre-colonial and
postcolonial history
of the people of
Tamil Eelam and the
growth of their

Death Threats
at Tamil Parley
== Les S a e

reporis Batuk Vora in India
Abroad of the 26th of July

Mr.Wakely
Paul, Atlorney at
Law and Vice
President of the
Ilankai Thamil
Sangam, US.A ,

Alter receiving dozens of |and Dr.
death threal lellers and
phone calls, heavy security
measures were inilialed by
organisersal the startof an
international conferenceon
Tamil Eelam held here on

Selvanathan, of
Griffith
University,
Ausltralia, made
presentalions on
the posi-colonial

distinct national | July 20-21. history of the
identity. Theevent wassponsoredby | T2mils. Thepapers
Amongstthepapers | theBritainbased highlighted the
presented werethose | International Federationof | 3t€mpt of the Sri
by Dr Brian| Tamilsandthe department Lankan state to
Plfafenberger of| of government, California destroy the distinct
the Universily of StateUniversily, Ton) 1d.ent.uy
Virginia and| Sacramento. Lhr:ugh legislative
Professor Peter| Dr John Balachandra, ::cs:lsmll':“mm:
f)chnlll of the | professor of electrical and |, = . ful
epariment of | electronicengineeringalthe
History of the| State University, ?::?w:;zil::z

Uppsala University,
Sweden.

Dr Pifafenberger’s
paper began withthe
assertion that the
Tamils of Eelam
wereadistinct ethnic

Sacramenlo, and one of Lhe
main organisers of the
meeling, lold India Abroad:
“We received aboul 86
letters and 200 telephone
calisthreatening the lives ol
the organisers.”

tLhaltthe
Conlerence was
nol concerned
with individual
groupsassuchbut
that ‘it was about

He said |} iher Lhe

community of | the lhrca!:s camc‘from people of Tamil
people, occupying people (rying _lo disrupt Eclam havearight
the North and Eastof | What he described as an S determinc then

Sri Lanka. His| entirely

presentation was a
summary of a paper
to be included in the
Encyclopedia of
World Cultures in
recognition of the

conference lo discussissues
relaling to the Tamil people.

New Jersey-based allorney
Wakeley Paul, pressrelalions
oflicer ol the conference, said,
“TheSriLankan government

academic destiny.” Dr.

Selvanathan’s
paperdealtwiththe
planned and
determined efforts
by the Sinhala
Governmenl to

separale ethnic] had pul pressure on Lthe |change the
identityofthepeople | university to prevenl the |demography of the
of Tamil Eelam. conferenceforbeingheld,bul | East in order to

Professor Shalk’s
paper was on the

their attempl lo exiend their
censorship Lo an American
universily has miserably

destroy the
contiguity of the
Tamil homeland.

phenomenaof Tamil :

Buddhism-anaspect | failed. However, the threa The afternoon
oF particular !rom some elemenlsresulted | ..o ooy Firet
relevance, becauscof | in an extra $3,600 expense on day began with Dr
the attempts made | Security.” George Harlof the
by successive Sri Department of
Ty & a ki South Asian

Governments to claim parts of Tamil
Eelam, on the ground that Buddhism
had been practiced in these parts.
Professor Schalk referred to the
efforts of Cyril Mathew, the Minister
for Industry and Scientific Affairs
(1977 to 1983), who had identified
276 places where Buddhism had
been practiced in Tamil Eelam and
who had thereupon sought to contend
that this showed that ‘all this was
Sinhala country’. Professor Schalk

Studies, University of California,
Berkeley commencinghis address
in impeccable Tamil [le said:
“Tamils were the most literale
people in the world, comparable
only lo the ancient Greeks.” Dr
Hart’s went onto describe Tamil
literature as being one of the "best
kept secrets of the world " and that it
was time that Tamil literature came
under serious study by universities
in the western world.

The next session, which focussed
on the Tamil right to self
determination was chaired by Mr.
Wakely Paul. Papers were presented
by Justice Satchi Ponnambalam
of the Supreme Court of Belize,
by Mr. Visuvanathan
Rudrakumar (a resident of
Harvard Law School) and by a
Professor of Law who wished to
remain anonymous, Justice
Ponnambalam,authorof *Sri Lanka:
The Tamil Liberation Struggle’
began by identifying the parties to
the conflict, as the Sri Lankan
Government under the lcadership
of President Premadasa on the one
hand andthe Tamils of the Northeast

Wakely Paul, a member of
the Conference Organising
Commillee and Lhe Press
Relations Officer to the
Conlerence wriles:

Saturday the 20th of July
was a bright, bheauliful
California morning. Wewere |
greeted by three Sinhala
prolesters before we reached
the parking lot and another
20 in front of the Theatre
where the conference was ||
scheduled. This wasa sharp |
decline from the 5000 they
threatened to bring! The

whose interests were advanced and

protectedbythe Liberation of Tigers

of Tamil Eelam under the leadership

of Vellupillai Prabhakaran, on the

other. The papermade astrong case
for the Tamil right to self
determination under international
law by quoting from the UN
International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights (General Assembly
Resolution 22000f1966 and ratified
by the Sri Lankan Governments)
and the UN Declaration on the
International Status of “Peoples™
and theirright to Self Determination
(General Assembly Resolution 2625
of 1970). Justice Ponnambalam
concluded thal Tsmil freedom
fightersioday assertand bear arms
in pursuance of their
internationaly recognised righllo
seifdefermination and in praclical
lerms il was necessary lo develop
a constilutional formula for
secession.

The presentation by theanonymous
Professor of Law was read out to
Conference. It began by pointing
out that there was an accumulation
of authority supporting the view
that the right to self determination
extends to ethnic minorities within
states. In the end, it was this right
which provides the minority with
the means of preserving its basic
human rights. The paper concluded

posters,some ungrammaltical, I :
included one that demanded I.h!!. I.he.n?]y mmm%i':l WRy-m
that EELAMITES Go ([l hich ma@“&iﬁmﬁg
HOME. I will refrain from 'dd’_ bt
publishing my silent reaction SECESRIOS
lo this. A matier of major ||| The paper by Mr. V.
moment on the eve of the Rudrakumaranoflthe Harvard Lew
conference was the $3500 _Schml was, perhaps, Lhe Il::sl'.
neededforextrasecurilylomeel interesting as it soughl o examine
the threats of the directly, the question of the
governmeni'sSINHALA :‘Bi":'zirﬁlht mﬁ:‘::t ruﬁ:
supporiersiodisruplthe event. se mins peop
Many in the organising of Tamil Eelam. Mr. Rudrakumaran
ilteerec ded suing pointed out that self-determination
the gover t for making us had today become the baitle cry of
incur this added expense severalnations acrossthe globe such
because of their opposilion to as the Tamils of Sri Lanka, Eriterians
FREE SPEECH. caﬂﬁmd”m é
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International Federation of Tamils

USSR NS o5 =N

marches in protest
in London

International Federation of Tamils. It commenced al Aldwych near the Indian High Commission,
conlinued down the Strand, past Westminister and ended in H yde Park. The marchers protested
against Sri Lanka's sustained genocidal atlack on the Tamil people and demanded: 'Lift blockade
of essential supplies to Tamil Eelam ';'Stop aerial bombardment of hospitals, temples, churches and
Tamil civilians' and 'End colonisation of Tamil homelands by armed Sinhala seltlors'.

“The impact of the communal violence (of July 1983) on the
Tamils was shaitering. More than 100,000 people sought
refuge in 27 lemporary camps set up across the country. ... A
government spokesman has denied that the destruction and
killing of Tamils amounted to genocide. Under the Conven-
tion on lhcﬁuwﬂhund?uniﬁucﬂofﬁc(‘dm@'
Genocide, acts of murder commiltted with intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial orreligiousgroup
as such are considered as acts of gemocide. The evidence

e points clearly Lo the conclusion that the violence of the Sinhala
e e e S rhltnonﬁcTﬁsﬁknmukdhuud'pnnﬁdL&mh-
_ Velupillai Prabakharan, ingly, President Jayawardene in his first public comment
~ Leader of Tamil Eelam = made three days after the riots had begun, did not condemn the

| "Welounchedourstruggle forselfdeterminationand
polifical ine ce because of the systematic op-

ople by the Sri Lankan state

violence against the Tamils. In trying to placate the majority
Sinhalese, he seemed by implication Lo justify the atrocilies
against the Tamils..”

- The Review, International Commission of Jurists, edited by
Niall MacDermot, December 1983

"We are a nation" proclaims the T shirt whilst the Kollatam
revives memories of an ancient tradition and arich culture and, some came in prams as well
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GOGGLES by C.P.GOLIARD

Bernard Shaw
and Tamils

What Is common with the names
Dr. Blenkinsop, Sir Bemrose
Hotspot,Sir Exter Rightside, Eliza
Boolittle, Epiphaniz Fltzfassen, Prof.
Henry Higglns, Mrs. Kilty Warren
and Sir Jafna Pandranath? All these
are fictional characters created by
that Inimitable wit, lconoclast and
distinguished dramatist George
Bernard Shaw (1856-1950).

While Eliza Doalitile and Prof. Henry
Higgins have bccome popular
worldwide duc to the 1964 movic My
Fair Lady, not many know that Shaw
also immartalized the name of Jaffna
by using it to coe of his characters in
P paitical comedy, On the Rocks,

7 in 1933,

Ithss been appraiscd that Shaw framed
the character of Sir Jafna Pandranath
after the 19th century Tamil
miellectualSir Muthucoomaraswamy
(1834-1879), who was the father of
reputed oricntalist Dr.AnandaK.
Coomaraswamy (1877-1947).5ir
Mi wamy moved among
the elite ci of Victorian England
and counted Benjamin Disraeli (1804~
1881) as anc of his friends.

When Shaw arrived in London from
Dublm in 1876, Disracli was the prime
minister of Britain. Inthat year, Disracli
also conferred on Queen Victoria, the
new title of Empress of India. In the
play On the Rocks, the character of
prime minister Sir Arthur Chavender
Disracli.

}?pmbfam.nocuimmm

- at the Cabinet room in No.10,
Downing Street. The Act 1 kes place
in mid July. The prime minister Sir
Arthur Chavender is worricd about the
increasing rowdyism of strect
“demanstrations by the unemployed and
wants the Chic f Commissioner of Police
1o usc stcrn methods. The Police
Commissioner supgests that the best
way 10 kecp the uncmployed occupied
is with terrific speeches. Then one
member ofa delegation from the Isle of
Cats which visited the Cabinet room
adviscs the prime minister to read Karl
Marx. This be docs and later delivers
a fiery socialistic speech.

Act 2 of the play takes placc in
November st the Cabinel room again.
Five Britons engaged in a discussion
were, Sir Arthur Chavender, SirDexter
Rightside (Foreign Sccretary), Sir
Broadfoot Basham (Chief
Commissianer of Palice), Sir Bemrose
Hotspot (First Lord of the Admiralty)
and Mr Glenmorison (President of the
Board of Trade). Sir Jafna Pandranath
comes to congratulate the prime
ministeron his new programof refom,
about the nationalisation of land. I will
allow Shaw to mtroduce his Tamil
character Sir Jafna.

Sir Jafns; Hello! Am[ breaking info
a Cabinel meeting?

Sir Arthur:No. Nota bit. Onlya few
friendly callers. Pray sit down.

Sir Dexter: You are welcome, Sir
Jafna: most welcome. You represeni

Historically,
goliards were the
medieval poels,
who wandered
from place to place
engaging in intel-
lectual duels and
bawdy bar room
fights. The initials
C.P. stands for the
place from which
this particular
Goliard comes
from - Parithu
Thurai/Cotton
Port......

money; and money brings foolstatheir
Jenses.

Sir Jafna: Money! Notatall. Iam
a poor man. | never know from one
momeni toanother whether | amworth
thirteen millions or only three.

Sir Bemrose: [ happen to know, Sir
Jafna, thal you enterprises stand at
twenly millions today ai the very least.

Glenmorrison: Fifty.

Sir Jafna: How do you know? How
doyouknow? The waylamplundered
at every turn! (To Sir Dexter) Yowr
people take the shirt off my back.

Sir Dexter: My people! What an
carth do you mecan?

Sir Jafna: Your Land monopolists.
Your blackmailers. Your robber
barons... You were quile right al the
Guildhall last night, Arthur: you rmust
nalionalize the land and put a siop lo
this shameless exploilation of the
financiers and enirepreneurs by a
useless, idle, predatorylandedclass. ...

Sir Dexter Rightside becomes
cnraged by the prime minister Sir
Arthur Chavender's radical reform
proposal and the support given by Sir
Jafna Pandranath. He loses his temper
and calls Sir Jafna, “a silly nigger
pretending to be an English gentleman'.
This derisive comment makes Sir Jafna
tocxplode with indignation and Shaw
put in Sir Jafna's mouth what Tamils
pride about themselves, Letme quote
Shaw, in the words of Sir Jafna:

"I am despised. | am called nigger
by this dirfy faced barbarian whose
Jorefuthers were naked savages
worshipping acorns and mistlefos in
the woods whilst my peopls were
spreading the highest enlighlenment
yet reached by the human race from
the temples of Brahma the thousands
fold who is all the gods in one. This
primitive savage dares lo accuse me
of imitating him; me, with the blood
in my veins of conquerors wha have
sweplithrough continenis vaslerthan
a million dogholes like this island of
yours. They founded a civilization
comparsdfowhich your Little kingdom
isnobelierthana concentration camp.

What you have of religion came from
the east; yet no Hindu, no Parses, No
Jain, would stoop io its crudities. Is
there a mirror here? Look al your
Jaces and look at the faces of my
people in Caylon, the cradle of the
humanrace. There yousee Man as he
came from the hand of God, who has
kefi on every feature the unmistakeable
stamp of the greal original creative
arfist. There you see Woman with eyes
in her head that mirror the universe
insfead of little peepholes filled with
Jaded pebblex.. you call me nigper,
sneering al my colour because you
have none.... | should dishonour my
couniry and my race by remaining
here where both have been insulled...
But I now cast you off. I return to
Indiatodetach it wholly from England,
and leave you lo peris in your
ignorance, your vain conceil, and your
abominable manners...”

After the exit of Sir Jafna, the other
British characters continue the
conversation, in which Shaw brings
forth the snobbery of colonial rulers.

Sir Arthur: That one word nigger
will cost usIndia, How could Dexy be
such a fool as 1o let it slip?

Sir Bemrose: Arthur! I feell cannot
overlooka speech likethat. Afterall we

are while men.

Sir Arthur: You are not, Rosy, |
assure you. You are walnut colour,
with a louch of claret on the nose.
Glenmorison isthe colowr of his nalive
catmeal: not a touch of white on him.
The fairesi man presenl is the Duke.
He's as yellow as a Malayan
. The Chi, callus Pinks.
They flatier us.

Slir Bemrose: [ must tell you, Arthur,
that frivolity on a vital point like this is
in very bad iaste. Andyou know very
well thatthe country cannot do withoul
Dexy... I must go and see himal once.

Ra

Sir Arthur: Make my apologies fo
SirJafna ifyou overlake him. Howare
we to hold the empire fogether if we
insult @ man who represenis nearly
seventy percent of ils population.

Sir Bemrose: [ don’t agree with you,
Arthur. It is for Pandy o apologize.
Dexy really shares the premiership with
you, and if a Conservalive Prime
Minister of Englandmay not iake down
aheathen native when he forgets himself
there is an end of British supremacy.

Sir Arthur: For Heaven's sake don’t
call him a native. You are a nalive.

Sir Bemrose: Of Kent, Arthur: of
Kent. Not of Ceylon.

Shaw ends (he play with Sir
Arthur Chavender deciding lo
give up polilics, after discovering
thal Britain needs a revolution,
but he is not the man Lo lead one.
An exciled vnemployed mob
breaks into Downing Streel and
windows of the Colonial Office
are being stoned. Then police,
mounted in horses arrive at the
scene and disperse the crowd.
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GOVERNMENT HAS TO TALK TO
THE LTTE AT SOME POINT OF TIME

The government has lotalk Lo the
LTTE al some poinl in Llime,
although no one can predict who
will be blown up next. Despile the
continuing hoslilities thisisnowa
premise fundamental to the
government’s approach lo the
Tamil problem.

Aspokesman of the Tigers told the
press in Jaffna some time after the
assassination of Gandhi, that they
(the LTTE) have been in touch with
the government through the good
offices of some concerned parties.
The spokesman evenmentioned the
name of a senior government
official, as the person who would
arrive in Jaffato beginnegotiations.
These stories aside, there are some
questions that would have to be
countenanced by the government in
holding talks with the LTTE. In
such a dialogue does it accept the
Tigers with their military assels
intact?

Would the thirtcenth amendment,
which provides for the Provincial
Council system, be relevant in the
envisaged dialogue in view of the
LTTE’s positionon the Northeastern
Provincial Council?

Would the preliminary agenda
include the question of the merger
of the north and eastern Provinces,
colonisation and district boundaries?
Would it also include the status of
the other groups and political parties
both Tamil and Sinhalese in the
north and east if and when any
agreementon the prospect of holding
elections is reached?

And finally does the state, if it is
eamestaboutholdingtalks, havean
ideaworthplacing beforethe general
public as to how a mechanism for
supervising andfor inducing the
inevitable process of disarming
could be worked out?

politically sensitive problem of
setting up asystem ofsecurity inthe
north and east which would be a
sufficient incentive for the sta
dismantling of the LTTE’s military
organisation.

The government it appears is
thinking in terms of a system of
security which would be
‘indigenous’. Butagainthe question
is, in the context of a 'peaceful
dialogue’ envisaged, can this idea
ofindigenous security -which means
that law and order would
predominantly be inthe hands of the
Tamils in the north and east - be a
sufficient incentive to convince the
LTTE to agree to voluntary and real
disarmament?

The crux of the matter however is
this: that when everything has been
said and done, it would transpire
that the LTTE would not allow
anyone else to be part of an
indigenous security arrangement
and that inducing disarmament
would mean in that case, another
protracted war. Thevery essence of
LTTE’s argument for physically
eliminating the other groups is that
they cannot be entrusted with the
security of the Tamils. They have
systematically and frantically
endeavoured over the years to
arropate the right of ensuring the
safety and security of the Tamils
from Sri Lanka, India and the other
groups. Hence any solution
envisaged by the governmenthas to
consider the LTTE and its military
assets and polential as comprising
the law and older system proposed
1o be set up under the terms of that
solution.

If not, it means war. The whole
thing has taken on the nature of a
pointless conundrum. If the
government ruthlessly pursues the
warwhile uselessly dragging onthe

SAYS TARAKI
IN THE SUNDAY ISLAND OF THE TH OF JUNE

Thesequestions beg to be answered
and answered indetail. Theessence
of any possible settlement to the
Tamil question is the future of the
LTTE's military assets. It has
become integral to the Tamil
problem. The failure of the IPKF’S
effort to disarm the LTTE and the
unprecedented military build up
before the war began in June have
brought a new and perhaps
confounding factor into the idea of
finding a solution to the ethnic
conflict in Sri Lanka.

Thishas also givenrise to the notion
of finding an *alternative’ system of
security in the north and east. The
military assets of the LTTE cannot
be ignored for too long in the event
of there being any talks between the
government and the Tigers, for the
status of the other groups and
political parties, including the UNP
will figure crucially, may presume
even in the preliminary stages.

This time the political and military
leadership of the country cannotbut
address the dual problem of
alternative security and the
mechanism of supervising and/or
inducing the process of disarming.
This can be the critical area in which
the intractable difficulties of dealing
with the Tamil question now will
arise. Ifthe desired method on the
partof the government is & peaceful
one then it has to inevilably
countenance the constitutional and

APC then it stands in danger of
losing the other groups and
ultimately being left only with the
LTTE 1o hold talks; an LTTE which
would still retain its potential to re-
cstablish a better organised and
resourceful military system to wage
a more successful war.

Ontheotherhand ifthe government
talks tothe LTTE now and earnestly
pursues the process of drawing and
seiting up a suitable form of
autonomy including a security
arrangement which would be
indigenous it would be again faced
with the LTTE as the sole political
and military reality in thenorth and
in principle even at  later stage ©
the idea of holding elections in the
north and east it would bea stage in
which the governmeat accepls them
asthey are; withtheirmilitary assets,
which in turm would mean thatother
groups will be noneatities in the
LTTE dominated areas.

These secm 1o be the reasons why
the Tigers feel that it is easier 1o
advance towards their goal through
the studied and calculated
alternation of war and peace. Tie
front page comment by the Edilor
in the lalestissue of the proLTTE
“Tamil Nation’ will throw some
lighton these matlers thatinform
the Tigers’ approach fo the
military and political L-:Ihndl

ng their
for achiey mt slied on page 10
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The respected journalist, William Safire writing in the International Herald Tribune of July 9 comments:

A zeal for self determination has replaced -
the drive for empire as the spirit of the age

Mikhasil Gorbachev has il almost
right: The breakup of Yugoslavia is
a porient of the dissolulion mow
inexorably under way in the Soviel
Union. Bul his warning should not
be direcled al patriots who want o
breakfree; it should besent o tyranis
who would enforce with guns the

crumbling pretensions of
The <conglomeration of

distinctly different peoples
called Yugoslavia will break
up peaceably or bloodily, next
week or next year. Serbiaisno
longer in charge; time is on the
side of unimpeded nationalism.

The ghuie of Communist dictatorship
has hardened and cracked, and no
outsidethreatforces the parts together.
A zeal for sell-delermination has

replaced the drive for empire as the
spiril of Lhe age.

Mr Gorbachev, whose symbol is a
weather vane, surely sees this march

towards disunion. The assertion of

national identity of the long-
suppressed Slovenians was
accompanied by two othersigns of the
times:

Last week, the Warsaw Pact -
Moscow’s grand alliance of puppet
regimes and satellites - formally
dissolved itself.

And last week the Kremlin leamed of
the end of its own enforced political
unity, as Alexander Yakovilev and
Eduard Shevardnadze, architects of
perestroika, joined with the reformist
mayors of Moscow and Leningrad to
let it be known that a fresh political
party will soon compete with the
sclerotic Communists.

Thinkofthat: Y ugoslaviabreaks apart,
the Warsaw Pact dissolves and the
Soviel one-party syslem gels a
competitor - all aound America’s
Independence Day. Great days for
believers in one people, one country.

Bul an opposing thought intrudes.

Don’t Americans, of all peoples,
illustrate the ability of peoples in
different culiuresio build anation?
Didn’t Americans fight a civil war
io prevent Lheir own disunion?

Yes, but. We Americans wereunified
by a common language and &
revolutionary heritage; we were
geographically isolated; and we
annealed our unity by adopting a
majority rule for buman freedom
against slavery.

Majority rule with individual rights
protected istheessence of democracy;
the notion of a minority losing and
separaling (o set up shop for itsell

would make democracy,m Lincoln’s
word, “absurd.”

But that absurdily ends when
individual or minority righls are
trampled by the majority, or by a
tyrannical clique. Then it becomes
absurd lo siay together. That is
when empires, especiallyofdifferent
cultures, spliL.

So it is necessary to react with moral
and diplomatic consistency to the
realignment of parts of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. The dissolution
of Yugoslaviaisthedissolution of the
Soviet empire in microcosm.

continued on page 8

Sacramento Conference

continued from page 3

of Ethiopia, Lithuanians of the Soviet
Union, Sloveniansof Yugoslaviaand
others. Atthe same time, he pointed
out thatan independent Tamil Eelam
was alsojustified in international law,
under the concept of reversion to
sovereignty.

The afternoonsessions ontheright to
self determination concluded with a
“questionand answer” session where
the seeming reluctance of the
International Community torecognise
the Tamil right to self determination,
while appearing 1o concede this right
to other minority nations in the Baltic
and Yugoslavia was explored.

The penultimate session on the first
day, discusseda paper presented by
Professor Wilson of Lhe University
of Brunswick, Canada who looked at
the various constitutional models
under which Sri Lanka could exist as
asinglecountry by taking on President
Premadasa’s offer 1o give “ellam™.
Professor Wilson referred to the
Provincial Council arrangement under
the Indo-Sri Lanka accord as an
exercise in deceit and explored other
arangements that would enable the
two sides toarriveatapolitical solution.
In the question and answer session,
Professor Wilson reilerated his

position that the conflict was one
between Lhe LTTE (whom he
identified to be the aulhentic
representativesofthe Tamil People)
and the Sri Lankan Government
and thal the other Tamil Groups
had no role to play.

The first days proceedings concluded
with a discussion on the actions to be
taken in regard to Tamil refugees who
were the ‘consequence of No
Homeland’. The Chairman of the
session, Mr.Wakely Paul noted that
the solution was not 1o ‘salve’ the
problem but to solve it.

The second days proceedings
commenced with a morming session
chaired by Mr. Ana
Pararajasingham, a member of the
ConferenceOrganising Commillee,
Secretary of the Auslralasian
Federalion of Tamil Associations
and a member of the advisory
editorial board of the “Tamil
Nation”. The session looked at the
need 1o counter the propaganda war
by the Sri Lankan Government, and
the significance of the humanitarian
law of armed conflict inrelation to the
Tamil national liberation struggle.
Ms.Deana Hodgins, Bureau Chief
of Washinglon D.C.s Insight
magazine, gave a graphic and
moving accountof the war in Tamil

Eelam. Sheshowed lothe conference
slides of pholographs taken by her
last September in Tamil populated
areasof SriLanka Shesaid thatshe
had worked as a foreign

correspondentinmany troublespols

in the world including Cambodia,
Kashmir,Lebanon and Afghanistan
bul the brutality in the Sri Lankan

from Lhe lageon because the large
numberofdead bodiesfloating there.
A healih care worker in Ballicaloa
sayshehasnever seensuch brutality:
he whispered aboul his difTicull 12
hourdriveloiransporta15 year oid
boy whose larynx had been
punciured-hislarynx wasdamaged
when twoarmy officers cuthis neck

1970s to 1980s and the third the open
suppression of the Tamil population
since the 1980s.

Karen Parker, an Internali
Human Rightslawyer said “itis{ 8 _
that international opinion is not :
favour of Tamil Eelam, but Tamils as
a separate people, deserve their right
to self determination™ Referring to

‘Heli, Heli’ he shouted as he fell and dragged himself to the
Hodgins broke down al this point overcome by the selfless
orium, on that clear California

boy and many in the audi ]
le so that they may live in free

pain of a people who strugg

side of the road.” Dianna

spirit of that young Tamil
dg}?ek the agony and the

om and with dignity.

conflict was the “most inhuman I
have seen”. She wenl onlo give an
account of her meeling wilh the lale
Ranjan Wijeyeratnaand hiscallous
disregard for Tamil lives and his
regrel that Deana had survived her
visil to Lhe North! Deana’s moving
accountolthe war accompanied Lthe
slide showwas a sensitive portrayal
of a war in which the Tamil civilian

ulation had sulferedimmensely
and which had, despite Lhe brutal

altacks, had managed Lo preserve

its humanitly. “In Ballicaloa, the

villagers had stopped eating fish

MAY DAY DEMONSTRATION IN NOY

The Thamilar Coordinating Committee of

marching in a

May

Day demonstration

Trondheim in Norway

this year

from ear lo ear.” She said: “In
Manipay Hospilal the halis were
flooded with Lhe injured and lhe
dying. Doctorsshowed ustheburned
victims of barrel bombs, shatlered
viclims of mines. They pointed lo
holesin the ceilingsand floorswhere
Government planeshad fired at the
Hospital”Shewenton: “Thesaddest
of all were the children who have
become accusiomed to living in a
war. One lillle boy was running an
errand for his mother, driving a
bike much loobig for him. Suddenly
the helicoplers appeared. Schooled
in the eliquette of survival, the boy
sounded the alarm for his
neighbourhood to lel others know
lo clear the sireel ‘Heli, Heli’ he
shouted as he fell and dragged
himself lo the side of the road.”
Dianna Hodginsbroke down at Lhis
pointovercomeby theselllessspirit
of that young Tamil boy and many
in the audilorium, on thal clear
California day, felt the agony and
the pain of a people whosiruggle so
that they may live in freedom and
with dignily.

Ms. Diane Alexander,
representative of Inlernational
Alert, said that the Sri Lankan
Government propaganda must be
countered by the Tamils engagingthe
services of a full time lobbyist in the
US and other power centres.

Mr. Robert Oberst of the Nebraska
Wesleyan University identified the
three stages through which the
Government had lost its legitimacy
visavisthe Tamils. The firstbeingthe
re-cstablishmentof Sinhalahegemony
between 1948 and 1970. The second,
the control of Tamil society from

India’s role, shesaid: “What India did
by sending its troops to Sri Lanka
under the late Rajiv Gandhi’s regime
exactly malched the wishes of the
State Department ofthe United States.
The U.S. could not do that but they

welcomed India’s intervention i
gbwingmnmthilbepnapi_

of brutal repression and blood
never before seen in that part of the

world. Rajiv Gandhi was teribly

misguided in taking such

interventionistaction.” She declared

that an armed conflict againsta racist

regime becomes alegitimate struggle

for self determination in conformity

with universal Declaration of Human

Rights and the Principles set out in

Humanitarian Law.

The final session chaired by Mr J.M

Rajaratnam, President of the

Nlankai ThamilSangamoltheUSA,
focused on the economic future of
Tamil Eelam. Papers were presented
by Dr.SachiSriKantha,BioStatistics
Institute, Osaka and by
Mr.K.Salchithananthan, a former
UN Consultant. Speakers included
Professor Kopan Mahadeva of the
UK, Dr. Sriskantharajaof Australia,
and Dr.K. Sivarajah, Fisheries
Advisor, Norwegian Directorate of
Fisheries. Professor Kopan Mahadeva
giving a detailed account of the death
and destruction of Tamil Eclam said
that the “estimated total cost of
reconstructionafter establishing peace
would be around $3 billion.” The
broad consensus view thalemerged
washat the “Sinhalaleadersshould
redefine and restructure their
relationship wilh the Tamil people
and seck new approaches lo old
problems™.
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George Kohn, the compiler of
the standard reference book,
Dictionary of Wars (Facts on File
Publications, New York, 1986)
wrolein his introductions, “War
hasa long and intriguing history
and hasbeen a prominent fealure
of human existence ever since the
day when rival men - or women -
decided Lo settle their differences
by useol force. In many instances,
this hislory of a people is the
history of ils wars”. Only the
naive can doubl the truth of Lthese
stalements.

India’s first military encounter
against a foreign adversary was
' recorded as that of Alexander’s
Asialic campaign (329 - 325 BC).
The Northern and Eastern provinces
of SriLanka became the battle field
forIndia’s latestmilitary encounter

in 1987.

Since the Indian army’s war
against Prabhakaran’s Tamil Tigers
lasted almost two and a half years
(October 1987 to March 1990), itis
time to review the outcome this
war. Already so many military
experts, political pundits and
journalists from India have
presented “India’s version™ of the
most unexpected military
encounter the Indian army had to
face in its post-independence era.
The performance of the Indian
army in Sri Lanka was no better

% than the performances of India’s
hundreds of athletes who have
participated in the Olympic games
since 1948. Both the athletes and
the Indian army men in Sri Lanka
shared one common denominator.
They failed to produce gold, silver
or even bronze-medalwinning
performances. But the lack-luster
performances of India’s athletes
and army men have never deterred
the post-mortem specialists in India
to offer face-saving excuses,
reasons elc. elc. to hide theiragony.

To analyse the performance of the
Indian army (T prefer this usage
than the euphemistic, Indian Peace
Keeping Force!) in Sri Lanka, we
first have to reminisce on how this
army fared in the earlier wars it
faced since 1947. A capsule
summary of India’s wars, culled
from the authoritative book, Warin
Peace; Conventional and Guerrilla
Warfare since 1945 (edited by Sir
Robert Thompson, 1985) is givea
below.

1)Sino-Indian War

dale: October-November 1962
oulcome: Chinese seizure of
disputed  border  region.
casuallies: India, 1400 killed and
4013 captured. China unknown.

2)Indo-Pakistan War of 1965

) a point of view
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date: April - 27 September 1965
main engagements: Lahore
outcome:UN policed ceasefire
casualties: India,2212 dead, 7636
wounded and 1500 missing.
Pakistan, estimated 5800 plus
dead.

3)Indo-Pakistan War of 1971
date: 3 - 16 December 1971
main engagements: Decca
oulcome:Independence for
Bangladesh

casuallies:India, 1426 dead, 3611
wounded and 2149 missing.
Pakistan, unknown,

To these three, should be added
the Siege of Sikh Golden Temple,
which occurred on June 6, 1984.
Casualties: Indian troops, 55killed.
Sikh militants 500 plus killed and
1500 plus captured.

Compared to these short military
encounters of the Indian army, their
mission against Prabhakaran’s
Tamil Tigers became the most
protracted one. Though it is a
bitter pill 1o swallow for many,
Prabhakaran emerged as a
victorious military commander in
the most vigorous and mentally
bruising battle he faced till 1989.

Between October and December
1987 (the first three months of the
war), after a bloody fighting, the
Indian forces took military control
of the Jaffnaregion and the Tamil
Tigers retreated to the jungle
hideouts in the Mullaitivu,
Vavuniya, Mannar  and
Tincomalee districts. Yves de
Saint-Jacob's AFP news - report
from New Delhi published in the
Mainichi Daily News of Japan (27
January 1988), informed that by
January 1988, 350 roops had died
and that the war against Tamil
Tigers was costing India “some 4
million dollars a day”. After
another 15 months of war, Barbara
Crossette of the New York Times
(May 10, 1989) informed the world
that, “more than 900 Indians have
been killed and many thousands
wounded”. And these were the
“official figures” released from
Indian side.

The secret of Prabhakaran’s
survival in times of wrbulence
(against mind-numbing odds
stacked against him), was
dependent on three important
factors. These are,

1.his uncanny knack of out-
smarting the adversaries in most
unpredictable ways.

2.patronage of former Tamil Nadu
Chicf Minister MGR

3.his supportand rapport from the
Tamil masses in the Northern and
Eastern provinces.

Let me expand on these three
factors which helped Prabhakaran

to fight the Indian army with
confidence.

1.0ulsmarling the adversaries

Only outstanding leaders are
blessed with this charactertrait. In
this century, leaders such as
Mahatma Gandhi, Mao Tse Tung,
Marshal Tito, Fidel Castro and
Yaser Arafat had this character
trait. They were able to survive so
many depressing moments (which
would have sapped the vigour of
ordinary monrals) because they
were blessed with this trait.

When fighting a war with an
adversary, one has to bring the
enemy o your own lerms to
manipulate the events thereby
turning the disadvantages to one’s
strengths. Imagine, if Mahatmaji
had played according to the rules
set by the British high command in
London, he would never had won
independence for India. Instead,
Mahatmaji set his own rules of
combat with his adversaries and
oul-smarted themighty fire-power
of the British army.

Prabhakaran dictated his own
terms of combat in dealing with his
adversaries. As a result, he was
able to bruise the bloated egos of so
many politicians as well as career
soldiers during the past 7 years.
Whohavenotbittenthe dust against
the tactical manoeuvres of
Prabhakaran? - Rajiv Gandhi, JR.
Jayewardene, LN. Dixit (ex-Indian
High Commissioner in Sri Lanka),
Lalith Athulathmudali, Gen. K.
Sundarji (India’s Chief of Army
staff), Maj Gen. Harkirat Singh
(Commander of the Indian troops
in Oct. 1987), Lt. Gen. Depinder
Singh,themanipulating officers of
the Indian intelligence (Research
and Analysis Wing), the Chiefs of
Sri Lankan Armed Forces and the

support provided by MGR.
Regarding MGR s critical support
for Prabhakaran,oneofthe reliable
Indian journalists, Salamat Ali
wrote inthe Far Eastern Economic
Review (4 February 1988) as
follows:

“While supporling New Delhi’s
policies, MGR continued to back
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, much tothe dismay of the
Indian Government... MGR also
persuaded New Delhi that
because of ils size the LTTE
should not be lotally ignored. In
carrying oul New Delhi’s
instructions on the militant
groups, MGR went far beyond
his brief in the local handling of
the LTTE. However, the central
government did not consider it
prudent to anlagonise MGR over
the issue of his special lavours lo
the LTTE.

“When MGR leamned that the July
1987 Indo-Sri Lankan peace accord
was nearing completion, he tipped
of the LTTE which moved most of
its arsenal to secret hideouts in
northern Sri Lanka. MGR alsotold
the LTTE that all militant groups
would be disarmed by the Indian
Peace-Keeping Force, so they too
hid their arms, which later had to
be searched out by the Indiantroops
after a prolonged campaign.
“Although the LTTE has been
engaged in combat with Indian
troops since October, MGR kept
his close links with it. His
statements on India's Sri Lanka
policy were deliberated vague
enough to yield differing
interpretations by the LTTE and
New Delhi. Until MGR’s death,
the LTTE’s speed boats used to
hurtle between Tamil Nadu and

Jaffna's northern coast with

"Barbara Crossetie’s article entitled, ‘If
the War has ended, why are so m

dying?’,
imes o

an
ublished in the New Yarz
March 9, 1989, told of the

continued support Prabhak?rag 'srebels
enjoyed amongst the Tamils.

Officers of the Sri Lankan
Intellipence Service.
2)Patronage of MGR

MGR’s patronage was vital for
Prabhakaran’s strategy against his
Sri Lankan adversaries and Indian
army. During the firstthree months
of the intense combat against the
Indian army, the Tamil Tigers
fought valiantly with the moral

impunity almost every night”.
All the parties involved in the
Eelam conflict (Tamil Tigers, Sri
Lankan and Indian Tamils, UNP
politicians and the Indian decision-
makers) were aware that MG_R
would not last long following his
debilitating stroke in October 1984.
Butthey alsodid not anticipate the
unexpected um of events in MGR’s

failing health within a couple of
days priortohis death on December
24, 1987. The death of MGR was
indeed a major blow to
Prabhakaran.

Following, MGRsdeath, even JR.
Jayeward ksurely predicted
the demise of Tamil Tigers. The
Time (January 11, 1988) reported
that,*he (Jayewardene) is confident
that the 35,000 Indian troops
brought in under a joint accord
with India will soon “finish® the
Tigers”. But Prabhakaran’s rebels
recovered from the loss of MGR
and they survived the whole of
1988, while Jayewardene retired in
disgrace.

3)Support and Tamil people

How much support and rapport,
Prabhakaran and his youthful rebels
had among the Tamils of Northern
and Eastern provinces is distinctly
visible when we compare the two
reports published, one at the
beginning of the war (October 1987)
and the second oneafter 18 months,
in March 1989.

Angus Deming and Ron Moreau
reporting for Newsweek (October
26, 1987) wrote, “... they (Tamil
Tigers)may alsohavelostthe battle
for the hearts and minds of Jaffna
Tamils, many of whom support the
peace accord and have grown weary
of the Tigers® violent ways. Asa
result, says one Western diplomat
in Colombo, “the Tigers donthave
a long-term defensible position in.
Jaffna city. It’s only a mater of
days before they either have to
surrender or try to escape™. That
was the view of the Indian military
tacticians. But, their expectations
did mot materialise even after
pounding the lives and limbs of
tens of thousands of non-combatant
Tamils living inthe Eelam tezritory.

Barbara Crossette’s article
entitled, “If the War has ended,
why aresomany dying?”, published
in the New York Times of March 9,
1989, told the continued support
Prabhakaran’s rebels enjoyed
amongst the Tamils.

“ .. The Tigers, almost
unbelievably, have not lost public
s despite their temorist
uy;nlg-nh& lhepdu'nuniou that
came in their wake. Over and over
again, a visitor 1o Jaffna h’f" the
Tigers complimented for “never
lettingus down’”. Quiet y, the Tigers
are still in Jaffna town,
in villages elscwhere on the
peninsula and on surrounding
islands. If Indians control the roads
by day, Tigers have the ability to
cutthem by night.... Indiantroops,
fearful of driving alone on l.hn
peninsula’s road, roar along in

convoys, scattering local people -

continued on page §
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LTTE's War with the Indian Army

conlinued from page 7

 The Oulcome

Prabhakaran and his rebels had to
tackle the Indian army in three

phases.
a) open warfare
b) guerrilla operations

C}I pliﬁ.ﬂl campaign for

popularsupport

Based on the initial outcome of the
open warfare (October - November
1987), the Indian army and Indian
news media announced “victories™
and now it is apparent that their

boast was

with.lngry glares and the
brandishing of automatic weapons™.

Mao’s guerrilla

men against one”.

What Rajiv Gandhi's military
advisers failed to calculate was that
Prabhakaran’s hard-core army of
5000 plus was given solid cover by
more than one million non-
combatant Tamils of Northern and
Eastern provinces. Prabhakaran
also lollowed another maxim of
warfare:
“strategy islo pil one man against
ten but the Lactics are Lo pil len

In the final analysis, the Indian
army was outwitted and out-fought
by Prabhakaran’s Tigers. Who will
disagree with the commeats of one

almost all of them by the Tamil
Tiger guerrillas. Three times that
number have been wounded. ...And
there is the incalculable damage to
the army's pride from its [ailure,
despite more than a year of effort
and a vast superiority of arms, to
subdue the Tigers... The Tigers
have lost some 350 men since the
fighling resumed in camest last
October, and now havearound 2,000
in the ficld...

“Tigersarenol alone in believing
that one day they will get their
Tamil Eclam, Some of the Indian
officers fighling them believe so
too. They have experienced (Lhe
Tigers’ tenacity in batlle and have
interrogaled Tiger prisoners.
They reckon the guerrillas could
go on Tighting

b0 alilow =g
S e e Lconomist
:’::- In(«:?:: “Tigers are not alone in believing that one day  coninucdits analysis
Sind thgy will get their Tamil Eelam. Some of the  furter. "Even thoss
i Sy gain Indian officers fighting them believe so too. They ~ whodonotacoeptthat
pritiary have experienced the Tigers’ tenacity in battie ..  bleak view now
control suspect thatthe Tlgers
during day cannot simply be
time (while wiped out, as it was
_ losing the TR ‘l]nn:leu thought they
: . 3 . x cou 5 e nscannotdol
popularsupportofthe Tamilmasses)  Tyeepan, a Tamil Tiger field  the Srl Lankan lrmj',wh.lchl.shn:;

in the Jaffna region by fire power
and air-strike, they were lost about
their next move. They presumed
that mere show of tank strength
- could cage the Tamil Tigers but
they weresadly mistaken. On paper,
it looked like that the Indian army
would have disarmed the Tamil
Tigers within fivedays (that was the
original estimate of Rajiv Gandhi!).
The Indian military brains estimated
this on the duration of their Indo-
Pakistan Wars of 1965 and 1971.
The strength of Tamil Tigers, on
paper, amounted to 5,000 plus.
Henee the initial landing of 15,000
Indiansoldiers in August 1987. This
_was based on the accepted rulesof
convenlional war thal the Indian
army needed a 3:1 advanlage in
‘man power and equipment to take
on a parrison in prepared
positions. Then the agony of the
Indian military tacticians became
evident when they had to bring
reinforcement in excess of 100,000

men. Even this proved futile.

1988).

Tigers. It's Sri

the LTTE Indian war,

those who have not read it.

commander, “We are elated to fight
the Indians: the whole world
admired us for the fight we have
given the world’s fourth largest
armed forces” (Time, Dec.

The British weekly Economist
harbours no love for the Tamil
Lankan
correspondent always reports with
contempt about the mission on
which Prabhakaran has embarked.
However,onthe first anniversary of

Economist (Oct. 22, 1988) came to
its senses and presented a somewhat
accurale appraisal of the resull.
Otherwise it would have lost it's
credibility asa critical commentator
of contemporary events. The title
of the story was, “Rajiv gets loston
a Tiger hunt”. Some excerpls are
worth recording for the benefit of

“More than 500 of its (India’s)
50,000 soldiers have been killed,
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the size of the Indlan force In Srl
Lanka, seemns unllkely to.”

Inrecent decades (ifnot centurics), no
military general from Sri Lanka had
the courage 1o take an the might of an
Indian army. But Prabhakaran took
the challenge ina most daring manncr
and had surprised many of his critics.
The Time magazine (April 3, 1989)
had written the non- partisan verdict of
this war. In its cover story on “Super
India; The next military power”, there
appcarcd a box-feature, with the
caption, “'Sri Lanka; Casc Study of a
Disaster”’. The last three senicnces of
the analysis read:

"Some 800 Indian soldicrs have dicd
al the hands of the Tigers. India sull
has 100,000 troops and paramilitary
forces committed to the Sri Lanka
operation, yct it has failed to put down
the guerrillas. The simmermng conflict
may not be India’s Vict Nam, but it
provides the lesson for New Delhithat
even an cINcrging SUpSrpower must
recognize its limits”. That certainly
was grudging acknowledgement of the
victory for Prabhakaran's army.
Almost a year later, when India
withdrew the last of its troops from Sri
Lanka on March 24, 1990, Barbara
Crossette ofthe New York Times openly
acknowledgedthe LTTE's victary over
the Indian Army (March 25, 1990).

She wrote, “The defeat of New
Dclhi's policy is now complete. Not
only has India lost the battle with the
Tamil Tigers, at the costof about 1200
Indian lives, but it has also lost amy
hope of direct influcnce over the Sri
Lankan northeast, particularly the
strategic port of Trincomales, where
an Indian-installed provincial
government, intended to blunt the
Tigers' political powntial, collapsed
this month”.

So, in the final verdict, of the
three phases which consisted the
Indo-LTTE war (1987-90), the
LTTE won ihe two phases
(guerrilla campaign and the
popular support for political
campaign)after back-trackingin
the first phase (open warfare). It
was Lhe longest war the Indian
army has fought since India’s
independence.

However, the Tamlls cannot feel
happy about the victory, since It has
been achleved at too greatcost. The
tragedy of the Indo-LTTE war
summed up Instatistics (only a partlal
one) should read as follows -
casualtles:
(1)India, 1200 plus killed and many
thousands Injured (“officlal
estimate’)

(2)LTTE, 1000 plus killed and an
equal number Injured; Tamil
clvillans, 5000 plus killed and
Injured.

Parliamentary Select Commiliee
{0 recoimmend 2 solution lo the
ethnic conflict

Mr.Ranil Wickremasinghe, leader of
the House and Cabinet spokesman
mnounced on July 25 that the private
members motionby the SLEFP Kalutara
District MP Mangala Moonesinghe
asking for the appointment of a
Parliamentary Select Commitiee to
recommend ways and means of fmding
a solution to the ethnic conflict has
been accepted by the Govemment
and is to be given top priority.

Army Commander says thal the

Tigers can no longer be
considered as guerillas

The Army Commander, L1 General
Wanasinghe said that the LTTE can
no longer be considered only as a
guerilla outfit and are now a more
conventionalarmy. According to him,
the Tigers can field large numbers of
men, re-deploy fighters from
elsewhereinthe warzoneasand when
they wish and are armed with weapons
to match the Army’s own armour and
field antillery.

Government nol Lrying lo
achieve a military solution, says
General Cyril Ranatunga
General Cyril Ranatunga, the Defence
Secretary, told Robert Karniol of the
internationally reputed Janes Defence
Weekly that the Government is not
trying to achieve a military solutionto
the ethnic conflict end that they are
well aware that this is a political
problem requiring a politicalsolution.
Maximum alerL in hill country
Sri Lanka police in the districts of
Badulla, Matale, Kandy and Nuwara
Eliya have gone on maximum alert
allcging that separalists are moving
into area. 260 Tamil youth were
arrested in the past month in this area
and most of them were released as no
evidence could be found agamstthem.
Sri Lankan Army scraping the
bottom of the barrel
A big talking media man, who had
been foolishly recruited as an Army
Volunteer is now going berserk, say
insiders who are familiar with his
antics, It issaid thathehasnowbecome
an embarrassment to the Sri Lankan

Army. He poses off as a Captain or
Majorwhenheisonlya fledgling two
bit Lieutenant.
LTTE using radar o deleci vessels
The Sri Lankan Navy Commander,
Vice Admiral Ananda Silva says that
the Tigers may be using sea or land
based radar stations to monitor the
activity of the Sri Lanka Navy in the
Palk Strait.
Power [ails its Minister
Power and Energy Minister Chandra
Bandarawas powerfully enlightening
a group of journalists about the
Government’s objectiveof providing
electricity 1o every household in the
country when suddenly the building
was hit by power failure.
17 Check points in the Nuwara
Eliya District
Nuwera Eliya Police have setup 17
checkpoints inthe districtto apprehend
Tigers who they believe may be in
contact with plantation Tamils in the
estates.
MSF to operale in the South

theMedicins Sans Frontiers, the Paris
based medical aid organisation islikely
to begin relief operations in the
Southern Provinces of SriLankawithin
thenext few weeks afterthe conclusion
of a new agreement with the
Govemnment.

Why noVice President JR Explains
Speaking at a YMCA forum in
Colombo, the former President
J.R.Jayawardene said that the
Constitution of 1978 did not provide
for an executive Vice President as it
would be an additional expenditure o
the State.

Delay,in solving the ethnic crisis,
will be a disaster - LSSP General
Secrelary
The SSPGeneral Secretary, Bernard
Soysa stated ina press release thaithe
country hasreached apointwhereany
further delay in solving the ethnic
problem will spell disaster 1o all the

communities alike.
Tamil PS members in a dilemma

Tamil members elected to Pradhesia -

Sabhas in the Badulla District have

notbeen issued withacodeofconduct |
in their mother tongue. The Seminar

conducted for them was in Sinhala.

A A T S A R S
Zeal for self determination - spirit of the age

continued from page 6

The United States must not stand
forstability and thestatus quo against
new births of freedom. On the
contrary, where individual and
ethnic rights are not respected,
America must stand for self-
determination against the power of
empire. :

It is fine to ‘urge Serbs and
Slovenians to resolve their
differences peacefully; it is proper
for international institutionstooffer
good offices in mediation. But
America’s diplomats musi not
intervene economically on &
centralpower’sbehall, or threalen
to nol recognise withdrawing
nations, in the sterile name of
stability and order.

President George Bush started to
make that mistake in recent weeks,
but then wisely drew back; a don’t
you-daremessageto Sloveniawould
be read a support of the Kremlin's
dominance in Georgia, Byelorussia,
Moldavia, even the Baltic states.

Itthe extension of freedom with the
avoidance of bloodshed is

Washington’s aim, it should be
creative: American diplomals
should stop mumbling vaguely
about “loose confederation” and
propose serious global talks on
semi-sovereignty.

This idea could be a transition lo
separale nationhood, or to free
association in a mmmon_wyulﬂ;t
of 1o confederation thal might
lead to eveniual, uncoerced
reunion.

We can enforce semi-sovereignly
inlraquurdlstan;wennsn_ggut
it [rom Quebec to Northernm
Ireland, Tibet to Puerio Rico; we
can urge it in Isrsel’s West Bank,
where il goes by the name of
aulonomy.

Not the Ballics; Lhey are
independent, though caplive. Bul
throughout Lhe disintegrating
Soviel empire, America should
support semi-sovereignly as a
form of trial separation - thus
breaking up the dangerous
monolith without breakingout the
nukes. (Courtesy The New York
Times.)
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Sri Lanka - Th

e Crisis and Struggle

for Fundamental Change

Dr. Ramani Chelliah

The Indian sub continent is
of communalism with pop
fundamentalism in Afghanis
Mizoram, Nagaland, Punjab,

Conference on “Asia -

I have been Invited to talk to you
about the present situstion in Sri
Lanka.

The first point that needs to be borne
In mind is that there are two units of
analysisinvolved - the Tamil nation
of Eelam and the associated Tamill
nationzl liberation struggle; andthe
Sinhals natlon of Sri Lanka and the
strugple of the oppressed thereagainst
the ruling regime. These two national
entities =are quite distinct,
represenling two difTerent social
formations, the dynamics of each
Weing driven by different political,
social and economic forces

Whatl mtend doing today, s toprovide
an outline of the present reality in
Eclam and situate it in relation to Sr
Lanks.

“The backdrop to the emergence of the
Tamil nationsl liberation struggle in
Eclam is providcd by the national
chsuvinism of the Sinhala ruling elit,
whichoverthe past40 yearshas dictaicd
a persistent policy aimed at destroying
the Tamil nation. It is the consequences
of this disastrous policy that madec a
revolutionary rupture from joint
existence an incvitable alternative.
‘What arc the festures of Tamil National
oppression?
The first act of the independent
Ceylonese gover nment was the inhwnan
Titizenship Act of 1948 which robbed
4.2 million Tamil plantation workers
of their basic hunan righisandreduced
them 1o an appalling condition of
statelessness. In one stroke, this Act
deprived almost 50% of the Tamil
population of its basic fundamental
nights.
The Tamil language which represented
an aspect of the ideniity of the Tamil
nalion was another largel for allack.
In 1956 the Sinhala language was
declared the only official language of
the country. The Sinhala only policy,
coupled with opendiscriminalion, has
resulted in the almosi compleie drying
4p of employment opportunilies for
Tamil speaking people. TodayaTamil
employee in the public secior isa rare
findalthough Tamils constiixie almaost
30% of the population.

In education, the norm of open
pelili d in favour
dmﬂ‘ﬂut fionand .agional
guoia systems, the sole resull of which
was (o exclude well qualified Tamil
students from higher education - thisin
a counliry where education is highly
valued and the literacy rate is 97%.

was aband

S

A most sinister threat to Tamil
nationhood was posed by the siate-
aided colonisation schemes that have
been carried oul vigorously since
independence. Aimedatdestraying the
geographical unity of the Tamil nation,
it wasalsoused to reduce the Tamils to
aminority in their own homelands. As
adirectresult of colonisation, iwo new

Sinhala electorates were crealed and
more than one third of the land area in
the Eastern province was taken over by
Sinhala sertlors.

The traditional Tamil homelands were
starved ofinvestment and development
Of government investment from 1948
to the present day, less that .01% was
for the benefit of Tamil people. Aid
projecis and industrial development
projecis were exclusively siled in

oppresson and betrayal by the darmmant
powers in Sri Lanka, gocs back over
four decades, yet the cry for an
independent Eclam is relatively recent.
It is important to remember that the
Tamils have travelled the path of
peaceful agitation and parliamentary
parlicipation, asked for minimum
auloncery and federal siatus- only to be
mel with betrayal at best, and total
disrnissal at worsl, as the foundations
werelaidio crealea Sinhala SrilLanka

“The pointis,thatamongst the Tamils at
home and abroad, there is a wide
consensus of support for national
liberation, as an essential goal which

takes primacy

over internal

contradictions and problems within the
liberation movementitself. These internal
contradictions and problems have to be
resolved within the context of national
liberation - not outside it.”

Sinhala areas. As aresull, while the
rest of Sri Lanka prospered, the Tamil
nation was impoverished and made
dependent on the Sinhala master nation.

Variousacts of cultural barbarity were
carried out, such as the police
disruption of an [niernational Tamil
ResearchConferencein 1974 (resulting
in 9 dead and 100s wounded) and the
burning down of the Jaffna Public
Library in 1981 with its collection of
rare and irreplaceable archives. In
neither case, wasapublic inquiry ever
held.

Periodic pogroms occured in which
thousands of innocent lives were
brutally sacrificed ai the aliar of
pational chauvinistichatred. Onevery
occasion the state and the armed forces
colluded with thugs and vandals in
their sadistic orgy of arson, rape and
massmurder.

Variouslaws have beenrushedthrough
parliament aimed al crushing Tamil
resistance. The PTAActof 1979denied
trial by jury, enabled detention withou!
charge fora period of 18 months, and
permitted confessions extracled under
loriure, 1o be admilled as evidence in
courtproceedings.

The brusality of the Sri Lankan army of
occ;gulionﬁuhz'fwnﬂhmdandsisau
everyday threal lothe life and livelihood
of ordinary citizens in the Tamil

homelands.

Ii is out of & history of oppression that
the struggle for national liberation
emerged. The point was eventually
reached when it becamne cvident that
the emly solution was theestabl ishment
of an independent state of Eclam inthe
traditional Tamil homelands of the
North and East. While the history of

This explains the almost universal
support for the national liberatlon
struggle amongst Tamils today - 2
support which cutsacrossclass, casle
and gender barrlers. This is not to
say that all or any of the particular
liberation organisations lending the
struggle enjoy universsal,
unconditional support. The point Is,
thatamongstthe Tamilsathome and
abroad, there Is a wide consensus of
supportfor nationalliberation, asan
essentlal goal which takes primacy
over Internal contradictions and
problems within the liberation
movement Itsell. These Internal
problems have to be resolved within
the context of national liberation -
not oulside IL

It is now almost 20 years since the
inception of the armed struggle for
national liberation. It is a struggle that
has been fought against great odds.

The Sri Lankan statc has refused to
consider scriously anything other thana
military solution o the problem. It has
imported massive arms supplics from
several countries including the USA,
Britain, Pakistan, South Africa, Taiwan
and Isracl. Isracli searet scrvice personnel
and British mercenaries have beenused n
combat operations.  All resources have
been direcied to the massive programimne
of militarisation with cnormous
increases in defence expenditure.

Then, there was the Indian adventure in
1987, when Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi took the decision to send in
Indian troops to bail out the then
President Jayawardene's tollering
regime in Sri Lanka, and in the process
exacted a handsome price in erms of
cconomic and palitical rights within Sri

Lanks. The infamous Peace Accord
signed in 1987, met nome of the Tamil
demands, wasnegatiated over the heads
of Tamil representatives, and in the
face of Sinhala opposition. The only
way of enforcing the problem-ridden
accord was to impose it by force. The
precondition of crushing Tamil
resistance was a required siep in the
prucess of India gaining contral, not
oaly over the Tamil nation, but the
cntire island of Sri Lanka.

At the height of the Indian invasion,
over 120,000 troops were stationed in
the Tamil hamelands of Eclam. The
concentration of these troops in the
northern province was such that for
every 10 people in that region onc was
an occupying encmy soldier. Inspite
of the power and might of the Indisn
army andthe large scale loss of civilian
lives that it inflicted on the Tamil
population (aconscrvative estimatc has
been put at 100,000), Tamil resistance
could notbe crushed. The Indian Peace
Keeping Force, dubbed the Innocent
People Killing Foree had to withdraw
twoand a halfyearslater, defeated and
disgraced.

Currently, the Sri Lankan army is
back on the offensive. But, the army
of occupation in Eclam is, in fact,
confined 1o army and navy barracks
in certain towns - the rcst of the
country is under the control of the
LTTE. Noncthcless, the army is able
to inflict havoc and heavy civilian
casualtics through its daily
indiscriminate bombing - using
napalm bombs over densely populated
areas and indiscriminate shooting
from hclicopters.  They are
implementing a policy oflevelling to
the ground entire villages.

—_

perhaps in its most explosive period of history: id ri: ji
I ! ¢ ry: the rapid rise and im

u!ai_r support in India; the growing strength and ;ﬁwer of relfg?aauc;
;::']n& ggc;‘. ;?191( gil};org?&st, separatist and autonomous struggles in Kashmir,
y nc : numerous problematic questions - j
engaged the attention of :rgc_fp_anfs,éngudfng T?riq Ali, Achiﬁr Vaniak and??omiﬂan‘!sh il

risis an ruggle for Fundamental Social Change” at
London on the 25th and 26th of May 1991-. We publish here the presentation madg in refa:tig

r at a two day
University of
nfo SriLanka.

Since June of last year, when the latest
offensive began, to the present day, all
electricity supply to the northern
province has beencutoff. The transport
of petrol, kerosene, batterics and
matches have been banned. Inaddition
there is an embergo on sugar, milk,
paper and moncy. The cash economty
i callapsing due to lack of paper money
with clements of a barkering system
emerging. As fuel shortage rules out
mare and mare people of
Eclam are being pushed back mto a
primitive, sclf-sustaming form of life,
reminiscent of the last century.

Over 4,000 civillan have been killed
since June. The effectsof the bombing
arecompounded by lack ofmedicines
and tralned medical personnel. The
transport of medical supplles,
Including life-saving medicines into
Eelam s banned. Thereglon’sbigpest
hospital in JafTna hasbeenevacuated.
Other small, working hospitals have
been bombed. In an effort to dent
civilian morale, they have even been
showering the area with human and
animal excrement - which speaks
volumes about the psychological
underpinnings of this war.

Over the last decade of the struggle,
the Tamil people of Eclam have paid a
heavy pricc. Thoss who have been
forced to flee the country as refugees
amount to about 125,000 in Europe
(indluding UK), 200,000 in India anda
sizeable number in Canada and other
parts ofthe world. WithinEclamitsclf,
the havoc and destruction of war means
that about 1 million people have been
displaced.

Continued on nexi page
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TARAKI

“It must be said to the credit of
President Premadasa, that unlike
his predecessor, he is a politician
with his ears to the ground; and
hence has the perspicacity to
undersiand andrespectihe nature
of the new Tamil phenomenon.
This is what perhaps gave him the
courage in May 1989 to admit
armed Tigers into the city of
Colombo and host them in 5-star
hotels, overwhich his Sinhala critics

(I BoOox rEVIEW

This is an important book. The
back coverofthe book states, “This
study - the first comprehensive
survey of the history and sociology
of genocide - presents over two
dozen examples of the one-sided
mass slaughter of peoples, spanning
the centuries from antiquity to the

The History and Sociology of Genocide; Analyses and Case Studies,
by Frank Chalk_ar.d Kurt Jonassohn, Yale University Press, New
Haven, Connecticut, 1990, 461 pages. (ISBN 0-300-04446-1)

wealth; (4) to implement a belief of Shaka Zulu in South Africabetween ~ The part I1I of the book provides

B —

.

present”.

I am sure that the mandarins in
charge of the Sri Lankan Ministry
of Foreign Affairs as well as the
Ministry of (Dis)Information will

theory or an ideology; or (5) to
abort secession movements. What
happened to Bangladesh in 1971
and whal is currently happening in
Ethiopia, Sri Lank and Sudan are
classified under the last category.

1818 and 1828.

The book also provide crisp accounts
of the genocides recorded so far inthis
century. Inchronological order, these
being, Hereros in German South West
Africa, currently Namibia (1904-07);

sclected bibliographies, relating to
the examples of genocides which
have occurred around the world.
Page 456 lists 9 titles, relating to
the Tamil genocide in Sri Lanka.
The 9 titles listed were published

have not stopped taunting him. If
his recent convincing win in the
local bodies election has given him

the confidence to go back to his
original track. He mow Ras the

certainly not like to see what has ided be <

been printed on page 456 of this Thebook is divided into three parts. Armenians in Turkey (1915-16); between 1979 and 1986; they "fuéd‘?;:xpr!‘u"'
book. Itconfirms that theworldis  pyrq | provides the conceptual Stalin's mass murders in the USSR include the contributions of :‘::'-::’;': ‘;;;'“N;'MM“ 1%
wakinguptothegenocideof Tamils  framework, including the origins (1930-40);Jewishand Gypsyholocaust ~ Amnesty International, Tissa P l.ojuo!iu'ng, cndlicon

currently occurring in Sri Lanka.
Last year, even the prestigious
New York Times in its editorial
entitled, “Preventing Genocide in
Liberia” (Sept. 13, 1990) referred
tothecurrent situation in Sri Lanka
as follows, without naming the

of the concept of genocide,
definition of genocide, some
preconditions for genocide,
typology of genocide, histerical
summary and appendixes detailing
the 1948 United Nations
Convention on the Prevention and

in Europe (1939-45); Mass slaughter
of Communist Party sympathizers in
Indonesia (1965), Pakistan's military
cxccss in Bangladesh (1971);
Elimination of Hutu *ribe by Tutsi
tribe in Burundi (1972); Invasion of
East Timar by Indonesia(1975); Khmer
Rouge massacre n Kampuchea (1975-

Fernando and Robert Kearney,
Virginia Leary, Dennis McGilvray,
Walter Schwarz, Paul Sieghat, S.J.
Tambiah and A. Jeyaratnam
Wilson. Authors have noted that,
they have excluded the “literature
by deniers and revisionists™,
Perhaps, Prof. K.M. de Silva and

yearold fruitlesswar between June

1990 and now, which had come to
nothing either, but had lefi the
couniry weaker economically, and
more exposed [o stromg-arm
pressures from weslern donor

countries. Inm fact, he has few

culprits; Punishment of the Crime of 78): and,dccimation of Amazon basin i T : . tio than what he had in
: ol ! - thar Optons mow

From Sri Lanka to the Balkans, Genocide and definitions of  natives in Brazil (since 1973). ﬁ?ﬂﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁj“&ﬁmm; May 1989.

political opportunists have geaocide in the criminal code of e precarious plight of Tamils in  have not been recognized in this  President Premadasaisreportedio

exploited ethnic rivalries in the
questforshort-term advantage. Too
often, their efforts have drowned
their countries in blood™.

Authors Frank Chalk and Kurt
Jonassohn, who are professors at
Concordia University in Canada,
wherethey also direct the Montreal
Institute for Genocide Studies, have
classified the past and present
genocides into fivelypes, according

Canada and the United States.

Part Il, the lengthicst section of the
book, provide 22 sclected case histores
of genocide which have occurred since
3000 B.C. These include, Rome's war
with Carthage in 146 B.C., Mongolian
Conquests and Albigensian Crusades
of the 13th century, Anti-Christian
movement in Japan in carly 17th
century, witch hunts in Europe (16th
and 17th century), Conquest of Native
Indians in the Americas (149210 19th

Sri Lanka has not be covered in the
case histories. One has to accept
the followin g explanation ofauthors
for this omission. “The particular
cases of genocide presented in part
II are not intended to be either
exhaustiveofrepresentative. They
simply are the cases that we have
selected to illustrate different types
of genocide. A further limitation
has been imposed by the available
literature. Forobvious reasons, we

reference book.

The only demerit of this extremely
useful reference book is the absence
of subjectand author indexes at the
end. The price has mot been
mentioned on the book cover, but
the copy I bought at Osaka from a
well known book dealer had an
inserted price tag of USS$ 22.95.

Sachi Sri Kantha

have told a Singhala audience
recently, - in a bilingual flourisk -
that while he was nol prepared Ips

concede Eelam but short of it k. .'

was prepared to give “ellam” (all,
in Tamil). That we hink is a good
beginning. Afterall, one should be
pragmalic enough o undersiand
that noruleranywhere can concede
anything thatis notin his power lo
give. New nalion siales are never
given, they are always taken. The

' to the motives: (1) to eliminate a century). Other century exam
realorpotentialthreat; (2)tospread  of gcnm):ichs wvl cg:::i e cxﬁnc.ll.’il : have limited ourselves to materials GeneralYahya Khansand Bkn:g
X s = x * . o -
terror among real or potential  ofpative Tasmanians andthe Conquest available in English™. mu”"hf"lm"::"'lu"

N s SERFEERS SR

enemies; (3) to acquire economic
w

Sri Lanka - The Crisis and Struggle for Fundamental Change
ﬂ

Continued from page 9

The loss of life, mostly among
civilians, runs into scveral hundreds of
thousands. In fact, the situation facing
the Tamils is onc of genocide and [ use
the term advisedly.

In spite of all this, the iron will of
the people as a whole to win thelr
freedom hasbeen lested through fire
and found tobe unshakable. Clvillan
casualties are high, but so Is their
spirit. The net outcome Is that those
whoare fighting agalnstthe staleare

The recent Gulf crisis has added to
the problems. Middle Eastern camings
was the second largest export camer
for Sri Lanka, sccond only to tea. Iis
benefits were enjoyed by large sections
of the lower middle classes, as opposed
1o being concentraled within the few
hands of the very wealthy. The sudden
drying up of these carnings, as a spin
offeffect of George Bush acting out his
Rambo fantasy as “‘ass kicker”, means
that there is not only increased
economic hardship in Sri Lanka, but
also a scrious destabilising force,

when uniformed police publicly
lined up, shot in cold blood, and
beheaded 6 boys for the alleged
crime of taking part in a bank raid.

These killings and ‘disappearances’
arc mostly carricd out by paramilitary

Leading the struggle against the
repressive state in Sri Lanka is the
JVP. It is the only radical force of amy
significance, which in spitc of its brutal
means and utter ruthlessness, poscs the
question of scizure of state power and
its radical transfoarmation. Itishowever,

and vigilantc groups, representing a
new laycrof institutionalised violence,
beyond the army and police force, and
which is upaccountable and
unidentifiable. Parallel to this, is the
militarisation proccss that has been
taking place within the state apparatus
itself. Recent yearshave seenamassive
multiplication of “'sccurity” ministrics

rabidly chauvinistic and under the
slogan of "defence of the motherland™
makes a direct appeal to Sinhala
national chauvinism. It represents a
sizeable proportion of the most

scction of the Sri Lankan
nation. It's support base is provided by

For the Tamlls of Eelam, national

liberation s the only solution. Thz™

soclal, economic and politica
coniradictions within the Tamil
nation have to be resolved and can
only be resolved withinthe context of
national liberation.

For the Sinhalese In the South of
Sri Lanka, the points and sites of
confrontation between the peopleand
the regime are multiplying. As the
state resoris to Increasingly
repressive tactics, It Is creating the
conditlons for an Imminent

heralded asproteciors,and saviours  giventhe classcharacter of the people TR b the poor, students, uncmployed youth
from the otherwise cerlain fate of  who have been adverscly affecied.  andthe proliferstion of security-related revolutionary uphenval there.
genoclde. The fundamental basis for Unity between the leading forcesin

the Tamll natlonal struggle for

Eclam and Sri Lanka can only come
about on a basls of equality. The

s vons - orthe Tamis o el naipglieraton st gl ollpr o UHI RS iy
of national oppression, [tis Impossible the leading forces in Ee Sri Lanka can oni) : : : s the liberation of Eslam. It cannot
for that struggle to be aborted by equality. The precondition for this basis of equality is the liberation of Eelam |:¢ O:Mr::!' civen the effect of 40

that very same oppression, however
intense. If anything, It Is sustained
by it

That is the current situation in Eclam.

The degree of state repression has

ministerial posts with the creation of
new departments for “defence”,

and recently they have begun drawing
support from a sizeable scction of the

years of rampant Sinhals national
chauvinism which has struck deep
roots In the psyche and fabric of the
Sinhals nation, coupled with the
unparalleled oppression and

3

Let us tum now, very bricfly to the  been steadily increasing and human ents fo ce”,  support fron n
situation in Sri Lanka. rights vidaﬁgﬂ, havebeencondermed  'iniemal security™, ‘n?um:lscmmty' 1 !nl&ﬂlg::msll md :;v:‘ :::wn:r;d; pr e B e
Economically, the country isintatters.  inierationally. A four member leam mnmﬂrtnl ?ecml)f and“manpower  into :;rga.ms i 0 posed
According 1o ; recent, confidential  from the Europcan Parliament who  mobilisation". maovements. ‘ : st A foature
World Bank report, SriLankaisonthe  visited SriLankaatthcendof lastyesr i meihods used 1o crush the JVP,  Although the entire top 1:11, betwaenthe Tamil national iberation
I brink of s "disaster scenaric”. Defence  have reported thatatleast60,000people e 1aken anamomertumof theirown,  second ranking lndcfslup of : strugals tn Boliwt -."“' strugght i
) spending accounts for almost 20% of hv:bwnﬂludorhchhnwufudul placing under scvere threat democratic JVP was .systcmntlcnlly an .g.wmcﬂ:i..s‘nh-hiyﬂ_l
\ the budget, mostly spent in hard central and southern Sri Lanka inthe gy ctyres in the country. Trnd: Unims  brutally wiped out aver the last oppressed Sinhalese is that neither
I' past 3 years ic 1 in every 250 people. arc ofiennotallowed o nctionproperly, — two  ycars by the Sri Lankan ;i1  golerate  super-power

currency necded to import arms.
Damestic inflation is at 20%. The

 official figure for uncmployment is

22% (the real figure is much higher).
The 1991 budget deficit stands 21 Rs.60
billion. External debt scrvice ration is
20.3%.

These developments are related Lo the
brutal suppression by the state of the
violent Sinhalese anti-government
uprising over the past few yearsled by
theJVP. Accounts of barbarity
abound - such as the incident,

lawyers who il habeas corpus applications
mmfofﬂtdjsaﬁmmdmdmmn_:d.
and local journalists have had to exercise
extreme caution.  Organisation such as
Armnesty Iniemational were barmed from
the country for several years.

regime, the JVP still remains the
only significant radical challenge
to the state.

Toconclude my presentation, I will
sum up with the following polints.

intervention, or amy exiermal
influence for that matter. National

consciousness and the right to self-

detarmination are pivotalfactorsfor
botk struggles.




15 August 1991

TAMIL NATION

The Bharatha Natya Arangetram
of Sumangala, daughter of Dr.S.
Sooriyakumaran, FRCS,
Consultant in Rehabilitation, &
Mrs. Umaiyal Sooriyakumaran,
former teacher, Vembadi Girls
School, Jaffna took place at the
Commonwealth Institute in London
on June 22. Sumangala who is a
student of Smt. Girija
Varothayasingham delighted a

Prol.S.Kandiah of the Agricultural
Facultyofthe Jaffna University who
recently accepted responsibility as
Head of the Faculty now being opened
atKilinochi, died suddenly on March
23. Hewascyclingto Kilinochi when
he succumbed 10 a heart attack. He
devoted his time and energy to
building up the new faculty as a
worthy institution of higher
education. His untimely death is an
irreparable loss to the whole
community. :
Dr.Karunadevi Balasanthiran,
wife of Alex Balasanthiran
(Commonwealth Secretariat) and
mother of Shormila, passed away
peacefully on June 22 ather home, 5
Cavendish Drive, Edgware,
Middlesex HA8 7NR. She was a
daughter of the late Dr.J.M. (Babu)
Chittambalam of Tellipallai.

SamuelManoranjan
Chanmugam, (76) son of the late
Mr. & Mrs. J.K.Chanmugam,
husband of Pathmasini nee
Saverimuttu and father of Tania
Smith died June 7. Sam was 2
Chemistry graduate and taught at
Royal College, Colombo. For some
years he worked as a Public Analyst
(Messers Bramber & Bruce) and
came 1o reside in the U.K. in 1973.

distinguished audience with her
consummale skill and artistry. The
Chief Guest was Mr.William
Crawley, Head of the Eastemn
Division, British Broadcasting
Corporation and the speakers
SRS TN N T v (T
Mr.A.T.S.Ratnasingham, Chief
Co-ordinator & Administrator,
Shree Ganapathy Temple,
Wimbledon.

Of the 10 children of the
distinguished Chanmugam family
only two survive,].C.Chanmugam
(retd Surveyor General) and Mrs.
Karuna Gurusamy (lill recently of
Kandy).

Kanakeswary Sabapathy, relict
of Sam A.Sabapathy, Proctor and
First Mayor of Jaffna, beloved
mother of Padmini (U.K), mother
in law of Dr.C.K. Thurairatnam
(U.K.) =&nd much loved
gmndmolherofSumnlhie,Ma]athi
and Sudharshan (all of U.K.),
Udishtra and Vishnumohan (of
Australia), passed away peacefully
in Jaffna on July 3.

West London Tamil

School Prize Dgy

The 13th Annual Prize Giving
took place on July 13 al Greenford
Hall, Ruislip Road, Greenford
wilh Councillor Tom Taylor,
Mayor of Brent, as Chiel Guesl.
The hall was packed with parents
and well wishers of the School in
addition to the near 200 pupils of
both the parent school in Green
ford and the branch school in
Wembley.

Dr. W.T.Maheswaran,
Chairman of Governors, in his
welcome speech referred (o the
changed atlilude of Government
and Local Authorities towards
elhnic minorily language
teaching. Grants have been
drastically slashed and it was now
incumbent on parents to contribute
more by way of fees and special
donations to maintain the prime
position occupied by the Schoolin
London.

He paid a tribute to the highly
qualified staff - language teachers
as well as fine arts teachers - and
appealed to the Tamil community
of West London to rally round the
School and helpto make ita centre
of excellence and rich cultural
activity.

The Headmasler, Mr.C.J.T.
Thamotheram, appealed to
parents lohelp their children with
their Tamil sludies by
maintaining a ‘climate of Tamil’
in the home. It is imperative that
parents talk to their children in
Tamil and help them with their
homework since only limited
progress can be made in learning
the language by just coming to
school on a Saturday or Sunday
moming. There was a time when
families here visited their villages
m the North-East of Sri Lanka and
children picked up the language
very quickly by conversing in Tamil
with their grandparents and
neighbours but all thiz has sadly
come to an end. Unless a
delermined effort is made by
parenis very soon, the one thing
thal brings us together -the Tamil
language - not religion, not even,
our (radilional culture - would
havesnapped andour ‘Tamilness’
lost for ever.

Mrs. Thamotheram gave away the
prizes and the evening concluded
with the children delighting the
large audience with a varied
programmeof singing,dancingand
music.

Weddings

ALAGARATNAM -
SATHANANTHAN

The marriage was solemnised on
July27,at Purley Baptist Churchin
London, of Darshan,son of Mr. &
Mrs.K. Alagaratnam of St.Albans,
Herts and Chrisha,daughter of Dr.
& Mrs.K.Sathananthan of 15 Rose
Walk, Purley, Surrey. The
bridegroom is a grandson of the
lateMr. & Mrs. J.H.A. Alagaratnam
and of the late Mr.Gregory Richards
and of Mrs. Kirubai Richards. The
bride’s grand parents are Mr. &
Mrs. A.S. Kanaga atnam.

FortHCcOoMING EVENTS

August 24 at 6.30 p.m.

Sri Matha Sruthi Laya Kshetram
presents a Carnatic Voeal Recltal by
Lakshmi Rangarajan from Madras,
trained by Sangiths Kalanidhi Shri
T M.Thiagarajan formorc than 15 ycars
and a Veena Recital by Dr. Suma
Sudhindra from Bangalore, a disciple
of Chittibabu, at Mountbalten
Auditorlum, Bharatlya Vidya
Bhavan, 4A Casile Town Roa, London
W14 9HQ.

September 21 at 4.30 p.m.
Service in commemoration of 175th
Amiversary of the amival of the first
Amcrican Missionarics in Jaffna, at
Putney Methodist Church, Speakers:
Bishop Leslic Newbiggin & Dr. Preman
Niles. Coordinator: Dr. Dayalan
Ambalavanar.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT

Matrimonial

Uncle is looking for pariners for
his nephew, Charlered Civil
Engineer (London), 38 years and
hisniece B.Sc., Dip in Ed, 34 years,
from a highly respectable family
in Jaffna Any suilable proposals
please write to K101, c/o Tamil
Forum Litd., P.O.Box 373,
Croydon, Surrey CR9 6AB, UK.

Seplember 21, evening

Chundlkull - St. Johns Past Puplls
Assoclation A.G.M. and Dinner at
Woodhouse 6th Form College,
Woodhouse Road, London N12. For
tickets, call 081 366 5137 or 081 368
2129 or 081 642 5598
Seplember 28 al 7 p.m.

West London Tamll School presents
Mira Balachandran-Gokul
(graduate of Kalakshetra) In a
Spectrum of Bharata Natyam with
live Orchestra, Inald of School funds.
For tickets, call 081 743 8289 or 081
5673221

EANAGARAJAH —
KATHIRKAMASEKARAM
The marriage of Ashok, son of
Dr.& Mrs. M.Kanagarajah to

Shanthini, daughter of Dr. & Mrs.
Kathirkamasckaram took place on
July 13 at Rosela Community
Centre, Carlingford; New South
Wales, Australia.

SIVASOTHY --

MURUGANANDAN

The marriage of Sivakumar, son
of Dr. & Mrs.T.Sivasothy, of
Tamworth, England to Dharshiga,
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. C.
Muruganandan of Sri Lanka took
place on June 27 at Ealing Town
Hall, in London.

London SW19 1AD

(mi) P, SRINIVASAN

INSURANCE, MORTGAGE & PENSION SPECIALIST
. 'Suhantham’
110 Merton High Street Abbots Lane
Kenley
Tel - 081 - 545 0796/8 Surrey CR2 5JB 081 - 679 1952/3
081 - 660 5692
FAX : 081 - 679 4960 MOBILE PHONE 0860 369735

Remortgages & ‘Mortgages
Non Status - Self Certification
Fixed - Stabiliser
(Stabilised Rate 11.49% as Long as You Want)
Low Start - Deferred Interest
{Super Low Start from 7.95%)
Choice of Payment
(10%, 11% or 12%)

Interest tioliday
(Upto One Year)
Avallable fof House Purchase or Remortgages for any Purpose

Your Home is at Risk if yeu do not Keep Up Repayments on a
Mortgage or Other Loan Secured On it.

Lettertothe Editor

from a fifteen year
old Tamil student

Dear Sir

Today, while I was watching the
news of the plight of the Kurdish
community in Iraq, I noticed how
much it r bled the probl

of the Tamil people in Sri Lanka.
Saddam Hussein is intent on
destroying the Kurds inIraq, while
the Sinhala Govemment in Sri
Lanka is trying to destroy the
Tamils in North and East Sri
Lanka.

The Kurds are secking refuge with
their “brothers™ in Syria, Iran and
Turkey. The Sri Lankan Tamil
refugees are secking shelter with
their brother Tamils in Tamil
Nadu, India.

The Turkish Government is

reluctantto allow the Iraqi Kurds
in as it might spark off a national
uprising by the Kurds in Turkey.
The Indian authorities are afraid
to let in the Tamils as that might
start another uprising by the
Tamils, but this time in Tamil
Nadu.
As I see it, there is very litle
difference between the problem
of the Kurds and the Sri Lankan
Tamils, except thatthe Kurds are
flecing from Saddam Hussein, an
enemyofthe U.S A.andit’s allies,
meanwhile the Tamils are fleeing
from the Sri Lankan Government,
asupporter of the U.S_A.and it’s
allies.

If the U.N. does pass a resolution
condemning the severe breach of
humanrights by Saddam Hussein,
1 suggest they look all over the
world where there are Ethnic
problems, not just i ST ki,
butin the Sovict Union and others,
where human rights arc being
breached and start passing
resolutions condemning the
Governmeats of those countries.
Yours sincercly

Kuntran Kumaralingam

34 Lushington Road, Maidstone

KENT,ME14 208

1524 London Rd
London SW16 4EU

ARM TRAVEL
Best Fares to Destinations
World Wide
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HARDFACTS Army struggles to lift
Elephant Pass siege

reports Julian West in The Independent of August 2, 1991

The dointlssue for the 4th Quarter

of 1990 and the st st Quarter of

199] has commented on the hard
Jacts of the conflict for Tamil
Eelam.lt states:

“If the Comment in our last issue
showed thedifficultiesin conducting
a war of the type that is even now
dragging on in the North and East
of the island. more recent events
and the present ground situation
have amply demonstrated the
futility of seeking to achieve a
“military solution” to a problem
that cries out for resolution at the
political level.

In this connection, Tamil Nation
of April 15 (published in the
United Kingdom with an Editor
based in Madras) has pointed out
that six years ago. ie, in 1985, there
were in the north, 26 army camps, 4
naval bases, 23 police commando
posts and two airforce bases. Today
there is not a single police
commando post: what we have are
6army camps. | naval base and 2 air
air force bases, all on the fringes of
the Northern Province. (The
Elephant Pass Camp is not exactly
at a border but on the isthmus that
connects the peninsula to the
mamland). In fact the biggest Air
Force base and helipads are tucked
away safely in the predominantly
Sinhala populated area of
Anuradhapura,

At least 3 of the 6 army camps
have been constantly under threat
by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE}. The three others

that have some defensive capacity

but yet incapable of making any
deep thrust into the Northern
areas are at three ends - Palaly in
the north of the Province, Thaladi
in the west, and Vavuniya in the
South; the first two being
sustained only because of the fire
support from both the air force
and the navy - but at heavy cost
sincereinforcements, supplies and
evacuation of casualties have to
be done mostly by air.

It is clear that apart from a few
military camps there is not much
that the Government can ¢laim to
control in the north, even though
Defence Ministry sources have
stated that 7 new army posts had
been established m the north by
March 17.

In so far as the eastern Province is
concerned. an ethnically mixed
area enables the government o
have an image of authority
especially in the towns. But in the
jungles the Tigers have their cadres
and at night especially they are
able to move around
notwithstanding the security
forces. How else is one to explain
theirmobility and manoeuvrability
along the narrow stretch between
Mulaitivu in the north-east to the
deep end in the Amparai district,
withevenforaysinto

predominantly Sinhala populated
areas like Polonnaruwaand further
south into Moneragala?

There is a difference however in
the way the LTTE operates in the
north and i the east. while in the
North the LTTE has begun to
function as a regular army. over
running military camps in fierce
open combat or mounting ferocious
attacks as was recently seen in the
attack on the Silaveturai army camp
in Mannar, the Tiger operations in
the east are mainly of a guerilla
nature - ambushes and forays into
border villages and even more. of
the territory thatisclaimed as “Tamil
Eelam™.

Significantly, ambushes effected
by the Tigers in even the well
fortified Trincomalee district are
said to have kept nearly a third of
the armed forces and the Special
Task Force (STF) tied up in the
Eastern Province.

Although the Government forces
have been strengthened some six
times over since the early 1980s,
from 12,000 soldiers to over 70,000
today, (State Minister for Defence,
Ranjan Wijeratne stating at a press
conference on January 13 that the
security forces totalled 60.000 and
would by the end of 1991 be
100,000}, they yet lack the number
needed to ‘saturate’ the affected
areas, or equal the Tigers in their
knowledge of the terrain or sense of
commitment Lo a cause. that could
enable them to either effectively
hold territory in the East or recover
it in the North.

Morale boosting statementsissued
for the benefit of the public must not
therefore be confused with an ability
to effect a *military solution” to the
conflict by winning the war...

Britain has frozen a £13 million
aid package to Sri Lanka in the
face of continuing human rights
abuses and the expulsion of British
High Commissioner David
Gladstone, last month says the Sri
Lanka Monitor, a publication of
the British Refugee Couneil. The
June 1991 Sri Lanka Monitor
continues:

"A Foreign Office spokesman in
Londen said a new High
Commissioner would shortly be
appointed 1o ensure an effective
voice on human rights and that all
subsequentaid commitments would

killings”.

Five British M.Ps call for
‘immediate :
negotiations on equal terms’

and

In the House of Commons, in London, Dr Dafydd Elis Thomas M.P.. Dr.Norman A.Goodman M.P.,
Mr.Thomas Graham M.P., Mr.Keith Bradley M.P., Mr. Alan Meale MLP., and Mr, Harry Barnes M.P.
have given notice of an early day motion which calls for *immediate and unconditional negotiations on
equal terms to achicve a viable political solution in the Singhalese-Tamil conflict, and to end the

unconditional

An estimated 10,000 Sri Lankan
government  troops  were
yesterday within half a mile of a
besieged garrison that has been
surrounded by thousands of Tamil
Tiger guerillas for 23 days,
according to military officials.
The army column continued to
meet fierce resistance from the
Liberation tigers of Tamil Eelam, 4
Tamil group which has been fighting
for eight years for an independent
homeland in the predominantly
Sinhalese Sri Lanka, as it battled to
lift the siege of the garrison at
Elephani Pass, 185 miles north-east
of Colombo,

Until now the Tigers have used
hit-and-run tactics but wounded
soldiers, returning fromthe front,
say Tigers. estimated at 7,000 are
now fighting as a conventional
force exchanging fire at close
range and engaging in hand-fo-
hand combat at times...

Residents in Colombo have been
woken at intervals throughout the
night by the wail of ambulance
sirens, bringing wounded from the
military airfield south of the capital.
Itis believed that 1,000 government
troops have been wounded. The
Jaffna hospital, with 800 beds, is
full to overflowing with patients in
the corridors.

Planes bombed the guerilla
positions yesterday in an attempt 1o
flush out snipers from underground
bunkers and tunnels...

The army source said that the

Tigers, some of whom are women.
were well tramed and equipped.
attacking and retreating in skilful
delaying manoeuvres, Troops have
been hindered by the unfamiliar
terrain - thomy scruband sand, laged
with mines...

Elephant Pass camp... controls a
causeway linking the mainland with
the laffna peninsula - northern
stronghold of the rebels. The troop
reinforcements madean amphibious
landing six miles from the camp on
14 July, four days after it was
surrounded by the Tigers.

About 800 soldiers, including more
than 50 wounded, are trapped in the
camp. |8 are in a serious condition,
officials said.

Lawrence Thilaker,a Tamil rebel
leader in Paris, said that the
Tigerswereconfidentof
overrunning the camp. He said it
was only a matter of time before
the rebels launched another
onslaught on Elephant Pass.

At least 7,000 people have been
killed in last 13 months since Tamil
Tigers resumed their campaign for
independence.

Tamils make up 18 per cent of the
country ‘s 17 million population and
say that they are discriminated
against by the Sinhalese. Sinhalese
make up 75 per cent of the
populution and c¢ontrol the
government and the military.

The battle, which began with a
Tiger attack on the Elephant Pass
camp, has been compared (o the

Britain blocks
£13 million aid package

be linked to Sri Lanka's human rights
record. Mr.Gladstone has been a
persistent eritic of human rights in
Sri Lanka especially in the south,
where NGOs estimated over 60,000
peaple have disappeared since
1987...

A European Community (EC)
statement released earlier this
month described Mr.Gladstone’s
expulsion as ‘unaccepiable’ and said
there was continuing concern over
human rights in Sri Lanka. In
October EC donor governments
attending the annual World Bank
meeting on Sri Lanka in Paris,

highlighted a resolution linking
future aid to Sri Lanka's human
rights record and Britain
immediately suspended £3 million
of programme aid.

Mr. Premadasa’s government
claims measures such as a
Presidential Commission on
Missing Persons. introduced last
January will stamp oul extra
judicialkillingsand
disappearances which continue
at the rate 100 per week. Critics
say the Commission has no
retroactive powers and is merely a
palliative 1o allay international

100 day siege of the Jaffna Fort.
which ended when the army
evacuated....

As the opposing forces test each
other’s strength, in what one
military analyst has described as
“Sri Lanka’s mother of all
battles”, many observers believe
this conflict may be decisive.
“History will decide if this is the
turning point of the Eelam war”,
said Major General Denzil
Kobbekaduwa, commander of the
(Sri Lankan) operation.

What is a
nation?

“Peaple are proud of
theirnationalidentity...
You have to identify
with something which
has been part of your
life, part of your
experience,your
memory,your
ceremony,your
culture.”

Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher
(as she then was) in an
interview reported in
Newsweek in October
1990.

---------1

concern. Of 425 complaints made
1o the commission since January,
only 35 fall within its limited erms
of reference...

This year’s World Bank meeting
is postponed till next February
while Sri Lanka bolsters its
balance of payments position
through an IMF $300 million
Extended Structural Adjustment
Facility (ESAF). In return, Sri
Lanka must reduce import tariffs
and privatise all state corporations
by the end of the year - an
increasingly unlikely
undertaking."

b
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