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ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

ledge with thanks the receipt of the following remi-
tanees from subseribersi—

Messrs. : Hs. Cis.
V. Vaithialingam ... Van:West o . i_i - Lfl_}
"I. PonnampalaPillai. . Nagar Coil SN Uil]
. Ohinnappoo.,. ...... Demodera - 20
AL Thillsiaimpalam Van-East. ... ... & -380
. Arnnachalam Batticotint East . 2 . 00
A. Kuehirasar . ...... Mullaitivos 2 - 00
& K, Somachandersm.  Matwra A=A
I SivaChuppiremaniam. P.OM. Van-West 1 - (0
Muogammatio Haly,.. Delimahidhan 3 -495
T R. RamnReddiar...... Baddula . ... - &0
N. A. Salligh....., ...... Agrapatna ... - al

WHERE TO GO.

For coatings, Shirtings, Merinos, Cam-
brie, Ready made coats, English Shirts,
Socks, Stocking for Ladies and children,
Straw Hats. Handkerchiefs, Silk Gloves,
Neents, Stationery of all discriptions, and
other faney goods of Best quality and
cheap prices?

Go to Ward and Davy

CARRIAGE MOULDINGS.
Best silver plated wouldings in stock.
Price Rs 1. per yd
Vard and Davy.

wEsImsE UICaF Fuepsenla wmiy
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NOTICE.:

IVANTED a Head Master who has passed
the ' A Examinatidn for the Kathirasiammay
fres Suiva Prakass Vithinsaly Batticottai Kast.

Apply at this office,
96:h June 1895.

1IN THE DISTRIET COURT OF JAFFNA,
ORDE NI8I.
l'estamentary Z
No 662,
Jurisdiction
Class 11
In the Matter of the Estate of the late
Liszri Blezabeth Rachamma dangiter of Samuel Nevins
uf Jutfus,
Deceased.
Bousunappillal widow of Samuel Nevins of Jaffna.
Petitioner
Vs

1. ©.Joseph Muttuccumarn Telegraph Master at
the General Pest Office Colombo and his wife,
9, Ceeil Ponnamma of Juffna Town.
Respondents,

Yhis matter of the Petition of Sonsanappillai widow
of Samuel Neving of Jatfna praying for Letters of
Administration to the estate of the sbovenamed de-
ceased Lizzri Elezabeth Rachawma daughter of
Samuel Neving coming on for disposal before H, Nevill
Taquire, District Judge, on the 296h day of Mny 1885
in the presence of Messra Casippillai & Cathiraveln
Proetors on the purt of the Petitioner anu the affidavit
of the Petitioner dated the 20Lh day of May I[895
having been read, it is declared that the Petitioner is
the mother of the said intestate and is entitled to have
Letters of Administration to the estate of the said
Intestate i=sued to her unlegs the Respondents or any
other person shall on or before the 286h day of June
1895 ghow eafficient cause to the satistaction of this
Coure to the contrary.

Signed this 20th day of May 1895,
Bigd H, Nevill
District Judge,
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THE HINDU ORGAN. |

JAFFNA, WEDNESDAY JUNBR 26, 1895,

THE MARRIAGE REGISTRATION
ORDINANCE IN COUNCIL.
—

This important measure which was introdue- |
ed ioto the Legislative Council in  November
and read a second tims on the 8th December
lngt, passed throngh Committee on the 13th
Instant.  Several modifications were made in
its details, bat the (Fovernment sticking to the
principle of the Bill, the section providing
that registration of marriage should be com-
pulsory among all classes in Ceylon exeept the
Muhammedans was carried by a large majority.
Mp. Coomaraswamy made a most spirited and
eloquent speech opposing that provision of the
Bill; and, in our opinion, his arguments a-
guinst compulsory registration were simply uo-
answerable. Mr  Seneviratna, the Singalese
member, supported the Tamil member, in an
excellent speech, coutending that compulsory
regisbrabion is nnsuited to the present condi-
tion of the Ceylovese, and that the law should
be allowed to remnain as it iz, Both Messes
Coomiraswamy and Senvyiratna challenged the
Goverument to show that registrasion of mar-
riage is compulsury in any part of Great Bri-
tain or Ireland, aud muintained that tha law
which 18 counsidered unsnited even to the
peuple of the Butish Isles should not be intro-
duced inte this Colony, inhubited, asif is, by
diverss races, having their pecaliar castoms,
religions as well as soeinl, which would inter-
fore with prompt registration of their
marriages. ‘I have shown,” said Mr. Coomara-
swamy, “there is no necessity for fhe clinse
being inserted, because (11 we have done very
well withoat it hitherto and nobody has com-
plained of i, (2 1 have shdfyu that the mattor
i3 repuguant to the feelings of the Hindus,
and (3) what you are inserting in the law—is
not the law of Englaud, not the law of Secot-
land, not the law of Ireland and uof the law
in India. My Hon, friend the l'reasurer seems
to be well versed in English statutes, for every
thing | say he says is not in this Act or that.
—Let him show in any Act relating to Fng-
land, Scotland, Ireland or Wales or in Iudia
that registration i¥ compulsory and that marri-
ages are invalid without it. If he shows me
that I will withdraw my opposition. But he
cannot. All that the laws of Great Briisin
and India state is that registrasion will be
the best evidence of marriage. Place us poor
dark people who are under a beneficent Gov-
ernment,—place us under the same laws that
are good for you,”

Mr, Lee, the acting Treasurer and Principal
Collector of Customs, defended the provision
in guestion in a lengthy speech But beyond
quoting  the opinion of some g_eut.lamaﬁ_ now
living and dead as to the benelits of registra-
tion, he failed to meet the arguments of the
Tamil member, and, especially, to show any
authority, in response to the chullenge aof Mr.
Coomaraswamy, that marriage registration is
compulsory in England. No one deuies the bene-
fits and advanbuges of having an official re-
cord of the marriage, but the real issue bet-
ween Mr. Lee and Mr Coomaraswamy, as far
as we ean understand, was whether rogistra-
tion should be the only evidence of marriage
as proposed in the new Ordinanve, or the best

evidence of it as the law now stands. Regis-
tration i3 a very good thing in theory,
bat nmoh s6 ip  practice, 1E it he |

the only evidence of marringe the effect
will be highly prejudicial to the interests -of
the Hindus, as we have shown in our article
of the Sth Jannary last, not to speak of its
effecton the obher communities in the Island, The
Roman Catholics are unanimous that compualsory
registration will nobsuit them; and we have the
testimony of Mr Panabokke as to the failure
of compulsory registration among the Kand-
yans. He said during the debate on the second
reading or the Bill on the Bth December last
that a great many Kandyans still contractad
marriages according ‘o their ancient customs,
and that the Government had overdons things
and the people were not prepared to follow
that Ordinance. In the face of these facts it
was very unjust and impolitic on the part of
the Government to have insiated on the com-
pulsory registration provision of the Bill.

Mr, Lee charged Mr Seneviratoa with
vacillation in regard to his visews on this ques-
tion. TFor aught we know the Singhaless
member was quite consistent in his oppasition
to compulsory registration from the time of
the introduction of the Bill up to its passing
through the Committes stage. It is Mr. Lee
who has shown considerable vacillation. The
Bill was on the 8th December last referred to
a sub-Committee of the (onneil consisting of
five officials including Mr, Les, and thres un-
official members. They unanimously adopted
an amendment which would maks the register
the best, but not the only, evidenc of a mar-
riage This report of the sub-Committee dated
April 1, 1835, was signed also by Mr. Lee
bimself. But he has now again changed his
mind and insists on the provision which makes
the register the only evidence of a marriage.
This shows nof only Mr Lee's vacillation but
also the farcieal nature of our Legislature. Not
only has it now sef aside the recommendation
of if2 sub-Committes, bab thiz hos been done,
strange to say, at the instauce of and with
the votes of the official members who had made
that recommendation.

The Bellicose and uncompromising attitude
assumed by MMr. Lee on this oceasion was
hardly to be expected of a high aud responsi-
ble officer of Government who was their spokes-
man in regard to this Bill Tt was the duty
of the Govercment, in our opinion, to have
adopted the wnanimons recommendation of the
sub-Committee and made the register the best
evidence of marriage. Bat the acting Treas-
arer would have none of these things, and the
obnoxious pruvision was passed in the teeth of
the oppusiticn of the Singhalese and Tamil Re-
presentatives.

We cannot brirg ourselves to believe that
the Secretary of State will appreciate the dis-
tinction which the law i3 now made to show
in favonr of the Tamils who are said to be
non-domiciled in Ceylon If compulsory regis-
tration is essential to the well-being of one
community, it muost he so fo the other com-
munities in the Island. ‘Why are the Muham-
medavs and a portion of the Iindus in the
Qolony then exempted from tne operation of
this Ordinance! IFf the wislies and conveni-
ence of one community were to be consulted
and entertained, thosa of the other commaun’.
ties ave certainly erngitled to equal considerati ong
at the hands of the Government. The feslings
of the Hindus were earnestly expresser| in the
numeransly and influentially signed Petitions
prasant&d to 4he Conneill by Mr, Coomara-
gwam; and we see no reason why their pray-
er £hould have been so unceremoniously refus-
ed. We have wo doubt that the P'rotest which
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My, Coomaraswamy will submit at the next
meeting of Council against compulsovy regis-
tration of marriage among the Ilindus, will
have great weight with the Secretary of State,
more especially as tkis provision has not the
approval of the members who really reprosent
the interests of the ratives in the Legislative
Council. We do not take into account Mr.
Abdul Rahiman’s utterances in favour of tha
weasure, as he seems to us to be retained as
a member of the Council, not &8egmuch to re-
present the worldly interests of ™M uham -
medans, as to expound their spiritnal laws and
proclaimn their  superiority over all other
nations and communities in and cut of Ceylon.
The other members seem to be in need ol
some diversion in (Couneil, and he has, there-
fore, beenreappointed on the expiration of his
six years' tenare of office, in preference to Mr.
Sidde Lebba who was the nominee of the
Muhammedans. The (eylon Government, in
1986, passed an Ordinance providing that regis-
tration should be compulsory among the Mu-
hammedaps. But it was disallowed by the
Home Government, on the representation of
that commanity to the Secretary of State.
History repeats itself. We have no doubt
that, if the Hindus be as earnest in this
matwer as were the Muhammedans, and send
a memorial to the Secretary of State praying
that the existing law in regard to the rogis-
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iration of marriages may nob be disturbed, this |

measure also will be vetoed by him.

LOCAL AND GENERAL.

The Weather—No rain has fallen yet, Ex-
cept for a shower in the early part of April
last which was also not general throughout the
District it may be said that this dronght has

continued from Jaouary last. Nota blade of |
is to be seen anywhara except in gardens |

grass \
watered from the wells, and everything looks

dry and parched up. The blowing of the wind
was very violent for a duy or two last week,
and we experienced a perfect dust storm

Tobacco—Contrary to expectations the mer-
chants now purchase tobaceo from the local
cultivators at the enhanced price that prevailed
last year. Considering the outturn of the crop
here which is supposed to be above the aver-
age, and also the large quantity of Jaffna to-
baceo that remains in stock unsold in Travan-
core, it is feared that the high price now ruling
here may not continue. Several carts with
bales of tobaceo may be seen daily in our roads
coming from the interior to be stored in the
Town godowns.

The Hindu High School—The Hindus through-
ont the Island will be glad, we feel sare, to
know that the managing Committee of the
Saiva Paripalana Sadai have decided to raise
this lnstitution to the status of a College by
affiliating it to one of the Indian Unjversities.
With this object in view the teaching staff has
been strengthened by the appointment of an-
other graduate of the Madras University as
teacher, and an F-A. class was formed on
the 24th Tostant.

An Unofficial Police Magistrate for Pallai—
We understand that a movement has been set on
foot by some interested persons with the object
of inducing Government to appoint Mr. W. M. S.
Twynam, as Unpofficial Police Magistrate of
Pallai We need hardly remark that the ap-
pointment of the son of the Government Agent
to this office is open to semious objections. It
would be neither politic ner expedient to in-
vest a Personage already possessing ftoo
much influence for goed or ill with the pow-
ers of an Unofficial Police Magisirate,

Arrack—The arrack rent for 1895—96, hav-
ing been purchased by a new renter from Galle
and theterm of the new rent commencing from
the 1st proximo, the old renter is said to be sel-
ling his arrack at a reduced rate. The arrack
drinking portion of our community consequently
has a jolly time of it.

A Case of Grievous Hurt—Two men of Koe-
kuvil who were eoncerned in the serious ag-
sanlt on Mr. Valupillar of the Jafina Trading
Company were on the 19th Instant sentenced
to two years’ rigorous imprisonment each by

our District Judge, Mr Nevill

Acknowledgments—We have to acknowledge
with thanks thereceipt from Government of the
following Administrabion Reports:,—Mr Twy-
nam’s Report on the Northern Province; the
report, of Mr Tilliot o the Western Province; of
ir Bailey on the Central Province; of Mr.
Cameron on the North-Central Provincs; of Mr.
Jeverson the Southern rovince, aud the
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report and Estimates of o line of Railway [gom
Matara to Gandea by Mr, Waring, J

Matrimonial—The marviage of Miss Muoru-
gasoe, eldest danghter of Mr. P Margasoe,
Head clerk of the Piseal’s Office, -]:L!Yu:t? with |
Me. KathirasaPillai B. A, took place on the
17th lustaut.

COLOMBO.

Mr, Tampoe—,the popalar Shroff of the
‘.Irfc:al D_Tatiunal Bank,is serionsly 1ll,and his con-
dition is causing grave avxiety to his friends and
relations. 1t ishoped that he will rally round under
hisable medical wttendunt, Dr  Rockwood

The New Law Reports—The recond volums |
of the law Keports, edited by Mr, Advoeats |
Tirnnavokkerasu by the authority of the Goy-
ernment, is oub. It is well got up, and, jud-
ging from the contents, cannot but be useful
to the legal fraternity and to the puolic at
large.

A Tamil Prize—Tha first examination for the
Tamil prize, founded by Mr. Arunachalam, the ‘

Acting Registrar-General, will be held in the
Royal College, next month. Tt will be open |
only forthe boys of the Royal College, and
seven candidates have already given in their
names for the compeatition. Thers will be two
prizes—tha Senior and the Junior—but of what
form the prizes will be remains to, be seen.
The examiner, 1 hear,is Mr. Chit Kailasapillai,
the 8. C, Interpreter. Mr. A’s iden is doubt-
Jess a commendable one, bub, in view of the
paucity of Tamil boys in the College, I fear
the compstition will not be availed of by
many.

“Tha Mystery of Godlicess”—This is the
title of & work by Mr. P. Ramanathan, and,
inferring from the name, is believed to treat
of a philosophical subject. Though it is since
a fortnight the book, or rather the pamphlet,
has been poblished, very few copies are outb
and to the general public the contents, bey-
ond what is gathered from the heading,remains a
mystery. [donot doubtbuttbatit would bea happy
production and elaim for the author a reputa-
tion in the philosophical department no less
than that he enjoys in the political. We learn
that it is the intention of the author to have
them ecirculated in Epgland, but, it is believed,
the Hindus, who have as much claim as their
more eclightoned brethren of Britain, will not
be denied the opportunity of profiting by his
sublime thoughts, —Cor

THE RETRENCHMENT CO 'MITTEE.

Wa give below the Memorandem of Mr
P. Arunachalam tha scting Reeistrar-General,
snbmitted to this Commiies nd pablished as
an appendix to the Report We can give only
a portion of it today and hope fo publish the
whole in instalments in successive issues of the

Hindu Orgap, rs it is referred  to
with approbatioli in the general report
of the Committee and in the separate
Memoranda of more than one member

of it, and becanse we considerit amore thonght-
fup and valuable documect than even the Re-
port of the special Committee itself:—

Mr, AruNacEALAM to the CHATEMAN,
Retrenchmenf Committee.

Oolombo, October 22, I834.

Sin,—REFERRING to your letter of the 12th ultimo, T
have the honour to annex & statement (A) showing the
reductions which 1 consider it practicable to make in
the number of Government Agoucies ali present exighe
ing, and in other branches of the Public Serviee of the
Island.

9. In submitting these proposals T have borne in
mind (&) the reduction in the work of the Government
Agonts and fheir Assisbants consequent on the aboli-
tion of the grain tax, which it was their main duty to
collect; () the fact thattheir predecassors in office were
able to administer even larger divisionsrot less efficient-
ly and with not less satisfagtion to the people they
ruled; (c) the improved facilities of commnnicatin that
now exist owing to the extension of Railways and roads;
and (p) the great adyance made by the people during
the last thirly years in education, in lr]hlclhgcnl. aud
grateful appreciation of the benefits of British vule, and
in the ability and desire to co-operabe with British
officers for the promotion of wmeasures for the publie
good.

3. The present seems to mo a favourable time for
reducing the active interference and SuUpETYigion of
Government officials in the more advgml-'.ed Proyinces
and Districts, for directing guch activiby mmn];y to
districts whers the ignorance, poverty, or apathy of the
inhabitants demands the close and watchful care of
Government, and for ntilizing in the mllmmst:rut-mu of
the former districts local talenb and experience, nok
metely by the more extensive employment of Cleylonese
officers but especially by the expansion and develope-
ment of the policy of local self-government inaugurats
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ed thirty years nen by Sir F : J . “:-:-_M‘_N““
ed thir { g by Bir Aerenles Ttol i
Munieipal Couneils’ Ordinansnuce of 1865 |J.:JI1'.1;.“3tr;:‘:|m\"tillhllf
nga Ctilllr‘llllnlt.'\r"n' Ovdinanes of 1871, and h
William Cregory in the Local Bourds Ovdinaces of 1876,

4 A extension of loeal self-governme

]|f\.\'[‘. Government A sents and I.}i-r':ir Aaﬂiﬁ;;lhnt.\:lﬂ::.d :e-
of nnapprecisble amounb of work, and atill more inot.ll{'tf
futura, But evon without such extension thes ez" BHC -
of the Public Service will, [ think, be auﬂicien;'lly l;:fr‘.
1:;}' a reduced number of those officers. The ides of cen-
Ll"zllm:ltltltl of ndministration bus been developed in
Ceylon go far that it has checked the growth of self-re
lince among the inhabitants, Thronghout the reat-e_-
part of the Island little is done by a private ind'izviduall
W_Ihllﬁll.fr' nvoking the aid of the Government Agent or
his Assistant, who gives or withholds it aftsr lign uir
through o socceseion of headmen—the Mudaliqur 4
Hutemubatmays, Mulandivam or Korala, and };n e
headmen. This system has incressed m’n dan 91]-23:
degree the power of headmen and their oppnrtunﬁt of
abusing ]'L. and has retarded the progress of the pa{) la
h}f reducing them to a state of helpless depedence I%ia
Ezcellency the Governor will probably remember thab
on his f'll'l.‘ﬂ- vigit to she Kurunegala Districf a deputa-
tion of villagers actually complained to him t.hnpb the
weeds grew among the paddy in their flelda,

by Sir

5. Buch helplessness, again, only makes the cons-
cientious Government Agent or Assistant Government
Agent mors keenly alive to the necsssity of watchin
over these “children” and protecting them from Lh%
oppressions of headmen and others. The svil goes on
increpsing in a eircle. ‘The Government Agent's very
solicitude makes the people more and more helpless
aud their helpleasness throws more and more care and
work npon him—n state of things best deseribed b
Sir William Harcourt's happy phrase, “grandmuther1§
gqrernment.” It undoss much of the excellent work
o_f British officers and defests the policy of the British
Government, to uducate the people fo govern them-
sglves and tomake them a contented self-relisnt, aad
vigorous unit in the British Bmpire. Many Revenua .
Officers having spent the greater part of their lives in
gnch administratien as I have described, apper to have
persuaded themselven that all the Ceylonese are ulike
unfit to munage their affairs.

6. Nothing, however, ean be more striking than the
contrast between the people so spoiled by the mistaken
kindness of officials and the people who, haviug Leen
brought into contact in and near the towns swith un-
official Englishmen in business ard other transactions
have, even without an English book education, w.-quirézi
the qualities of self-help and manliness, the develope-
meunt of which in Ceylon would be the grestest blessing
that Britieh rule can confer. 1f the Government Agents
and their Assistants were fewer, there would be less
apportunity te kzep the people in leading =brings, and
they would learn to be self-reliant and manly. Ik is
on thia ground that I mainly vest my proposals for the
slight re-arrangement of Provinees and Districts,
thongh the retrenchment of expenditure effacted
thereby is not to be despised. T hiave deliberately abe-
tained from more ambitious schemes as likely to imperil
the chances of retrenchment as well as of u mi'tigal;iun,
which all interested in the weifare of the peopls should
earnestly desire, of the evils of a too centralized ad-
ministration.

7. 1 propose that the Kalutara Assistant Agency ba
abolished, both because the railway has broughs
Kalutara nearer to Colombo and becanse the inhabit-
ants are industrions and intelligent, and need but little
help from Governmenf. Even in the Pasdun korale,

the least advanced division of the District, the tes
estates now provide the inkabitants withabnndant open-
ings for work and livelihood, and render the people less
dependent on Government, while the Europesn planters
would find the Government Agent at Colombo as easy
of necess as tha Assistant Government Agent at Kalitari
and wonld have their business done more promptly by
direct'communication with headquarters.

8, The Assiastant Azeucy at Negombo I would abo-
lish unless its jurisdiction be enlarged by the addition
of the Chilaw District, The Negombo Assistaut Agency
is the amallest in the Tsland (250 square miles), and the
addition of the Chilaw District would still leaveis
smaller in area (500 square miles) than the Kalutara
Aussistant Agency (625), and with abont the same popu-
lation (200,000). ~ Far the larger part of this population
is resident in the Alutkuru korals north and Pitigal
korale sonth, and with the population of the towns of
Negombo and Chilaw, stands in the fronb vank of tha
native population of the Island in industry, prosperiby,
and intelligence, The proposed arrangement would be
a convenience to the inhabitants of the Chilaw District,
whose commereial and other relations are wibh
Negombo and Colombo, and wha would have far easier
access to their Provincial headguarters ab Colombo
than to their present headquarbers ab Kurunegnla, with
which they have little in cummon, either Tutially or
commersiatly. In tuansferring Chilaw Dirtrict to the
Western Provines I would take the opportunity of
adopting the guggestion of the Chilaw Assistant Gov—
ernment Agent in his
and 1892, and include in the Distriet part of _t.h'o
Kumarapallampatta of the Puttalam Distriet and a
strip from the Katugampola hatpattu of the Knrune-
gala District, which would, in the Assistant Govern-
ment Agent's opinion, promote the convenience of ad—
ministration and of the inhabitants.

9. The sholition of the Assistant Agencies at Kalu-
tara and Chilaw, with their kacheheri staff, would save
about Rs, 25,100 on both kaclicheries, but againsb the
gaving of the Chilaw knchoheri must be set, off the in-
arease of the Chilaw Magistrate’s pay by Rs. 3,200, i
order thab the post might be raised to its former dig-
nity of District Judge, whose worlk is now dous by the
Assistant Government Agent. There would then b
& saving of about Rs. 22,000,

{to be continued.)

§& Puntzp aND PUBLISHED BY V. CuHureina-
MANIA PILLAI FOR THE PROPRIETOR AT THE Salva-
PRAEAEAYANTRA Orrice Jarrda
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