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CEYLON NEEDS- MORE
TECHNICAL PERSONN Eks

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S ADVICE TO ENGINEERS

WE

benutl

life—homes. clothing,

tePhnical personnel”

Continuing, the Governor-
General said: 1 thank you
most sincerely for giving me
this opportunity of being pre-
at the an-
nual conference of your Asso-
ciation. When 1 addressed
you a vear ago I was confident
in the knqwlecge that the
members of vghr Association

would mee,” ' he challenge of
the times "™aw¢” render the
faithful service expected of

you. The record of your acti-
vities in the year under review
is eloguent testimony to the
success of your stewardship.
Although the duties devolving

you in the past yeal have
been onerous, yet the tasks
confronting you in she future
will be still more arduous.
These will call for the mobili-
sation of your resources on a
scale hitherto unknown. I
refer particularly to the work
In connection with the Six-
Year Programme. This iIs an
epoch of great social change.
The unprecedented powers of
sclence and technology are
to break
down the barders between the
rich and the poor., the privi-
leged and the under-privi-

— leged-

!
}_
ﬂ.

We are today fashioning a
New Ceylon, a finer, more
beautiful and happier Ceylon
in which huonger and want
will be eliminated; a Ceylon
in which all our peoples will
be assured of their rightful
share of the amenities of life
—homes,  clothing, transport,
health and social services, lei-
sure and the means of enjoy-
ing leisure, opportunities for

inc¢reasing productivity and
improving the standards of
living. To achieve the tar-

gets set for the nation and to
bring this plan to fruition
will call for a major effort on
the part of the members of
vour Association and the best
use of technical personnel,
Six-Year Programme
The total investment on the
Six-Year programme of Gov-
ernment amounts to Rs. 2,520
million, .of which  the
value of projects to be
ried out by the
profeéssions amounts to
1,725 million. To achieve
‘uperjdou

car-

pro-
COm

¥ fashioning a"New Ce)Ion
and bappier Ceylon in which hunger and
want will be dliminated; a Ceylon in which all our peoples
« will be assured of their rightful share of the amenities of
transport, health and social services,
leisure and the means of enjoying
for increasing productivity and improving the standards of
living. To achieve the targets set for
bring this plgn to fruition will call for
the part of the members of your Qssociation and the ‘best of
declared the
Oliver Goonetilleke in hisaddress to the annual confere
ciation of Ceylon on Wednesdnce of the Engineering Asso-
#®jact at the Ceylon Techni-cal College.

A Challenge of the Times

total | the

englnetringphuuld step up its effort for
E5. | the furtherance
tiis | work it has hitherto been res-
to bring | ponsible

a finer, more

leisure, qpportunities
the mnation amd to
a major eflfect on

Governor-General, Sir

depend on the fullest co-
operation of technical and
sub-technical personnel in
this country. For implement-
ing the various schemes of de-
velopment proposed, we look
forward also to the Engineer-
ing Association of Ceylon
whose members, since ifs In-
auguration forty-nine years
ago, have rendered yeoman
seivice to this country. They
have been indeed a source of
inspiratiop to generations of
Engineers, Architects, Tech-’
nicians, Surveyors and other
allied professions. The syste-
matie dissemination of+ their
very valuable knowledge and
experience, gained both in the
course of their duties and spe-
cial sfudy of their subjeets,
have stood in good stead in
times of stress such as this.
4t the same time the ideals
for which your Association
stands have resulted In much
benefit by virtue of the Tfact
that an impetus has been
given to young men to con-
centrate more on training for
technical professions. Your
Association has, therefore, the
satisfaction of having made a

distinet contribution to ad-
vancemernt in the cause of
technical training in this

country. This fact has to he
appreciated especially at this
time of world-wide shortage
of technically trained person-
nel, mnsequent on post-war
problems and wide-spread de-
velopment all over the world.

Although it is the constant
aim of your Association to
match its resources and po-
tential against the growth of
work in all branches of eivil,
mechanical and eleetrical en-
gineering, the dearth of ex-
perienced personnel is a fae-
tor which cannot be remedi-
ed overnight, In view of this
contingency, the young engi-
neer and architeet are now
compelled to shoulder work
which more experienced offi-
cers would be engaged on in
the normal way. It is, there-
fore, doubly important thai-
this Associalion, representing
premier  institution of
this nature in this couniry,

of the good

for, in order to en-|

|sure that our resources of|
echnical personnel would
must | prove equal tp the demands|

for the furither
of our country
Major Features

May 1 remind you of some
major features in the 8Six-
Year Plan, The major works
on port engineering will be on
four schemes—the completion
of the main Port, Develop-
ment Scheme. Approximately
Hs. 46,000,000 will be spent on
these works during the Six-
Year Programme; the deve-
lopment of Galle Habour,
costing Rs, 4,650,000; the deve-
lopment of Kankesanturai
Harbour, costing Rs. 4,350,000
and the completion of the
Admiralty Destroyer Dock.
costing Hs 3.250,000.

The work on the main
Port of Colotubo Development
Scheme ~ will be supervised
directly by the Consulting
Engineers as has been done
since work on the scheme
began. The completion of
this project in the Colombo
Port will be a major engineer-
ing feat. The development
of Galle and Kankesanturai
Harbours will be preceded by
an eneihdering survey for the
preparation of speeifications
and plans. It is likely that
both these projects will be
executed departmentally with
the existing resources of the
department, possibly  with
some inerease in personnel.
The exzperience gained by our
engineers in the work done in
Colombo will be of consider-
able benefit in executing these
two schemes. The Destroyer
Dock, work on which was
started and abandoned at the
cessation of haostilities by the
Admiralty, is now in a dila-
pidated state and consider-
able work has to be done on
it to bring it into commission.
It is expected that this work
too will be executed on a de-
partmental basis within the
Six-Year Plan. These projects
will be of real benefit to the
country and will, no doubt, he

development

|of great interest to the En-

gineering Association.

Government has provided
for the construction of Stage
1A and the initial work con-
nected with Stage IIB of the
Aberdeen-Laksapana Scheme.
Stage I1IA would produce
25,000 kilowatts of power, and
to distribute this power, 926
miles of 132 kv., 42 miles of
6ikv, 325 miles of 33 and 11kv
transmission lines and 160
sub-stations have been plan-
ned. The total cost of this
scheme is estimated at 151
milion rupees. A sum of Rs.
300 million will be required for
the electrical development of
the country-

These schemes could be suc-
cessfully completed only with
the assistance-of all technical
skill t”u We can }nuwtu We
are no r short of etwtrln al
E11 —" per. sonnel but

i J gineers  apd

carry out Sthis |

Programme.

Government proposes to
spend a sum of about Rs. 33
million on consolidation of
the e_:dsting State enterprises
now in operation, and on the
establishment and operation
of those not yet complete.
The main items of expenditure
will be on the followlng—
Cement Factory—Iinstallation
ol a second kiln—Rs. 9,000,000;
Vegetable Oil PFactory BRs.
4,517,000; Paper Factory Rs.
5,2680,000; and Caustic Soda—
D.D.T. Factory Rs. 6,443,000.

The new policy of indus-
triflisation more or less
abandor:: State-owhed enter-
prises and ¥ designed to help
the private sector to help it-

self. The Government will in
bursuance of this poliey give
encouragement to the private
sector in the establishment of
industries by participating in
the capital of those enter-
rises which the Government
considers to be in the public
interest. It is expected that
on an average, Government
participation will censtitute
about 20 per cent. of the ini-
tial capital of these enter—
prises. To render encourage-
ment by inw of this
nature, the Six-Year Pro-
gramme provides a4 sum of
Rs. 35 million. In the con-
struction of these projects.
and if we are not to fall be-
(Contirlued on page 2)
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CEYLON NEEDS MORE TECH

(Continued from page 1)
hind our target of industrial-
isation, we will require during

It is not necessary to pro-

J—

building: the § lil‘&itlil'l!_:‘ of
technical skills in the building
trade; the production of opti-

the devising of wayse and

all the other vast buffding
projects on which the Govern-
ment and private enterprise
are engflzed, will give them

communication and radio

axpenditure on’ the Walawe
Scheme is expected to be Rs.
176 million, of which provi-
aslon in Rs. 24 million has been

Scheme with a total irrigable

IGAL . PERSONNEL

cardlographs, X-ray and deep-

I have no doubt the En-
girdeering Assoelation of Cey-

eay plant, ete.

ey in ur
boiis cunsbructio‘fl &= t'::h cﬁlsglt?afl(:;? -?::ﬁs: :I?:ui;ilm}lanisatiulﬁhnof ample scope. made in the 8Six-Year Pro-|lon 15 following carefull?b Ii;ge
je:t.ig dm}:l:ungagf thee higher [building process; the pres| mhere are several other very gramme O ;i;i;f;.:(;imﬁithse 1Fha‘l‘. izreﬂi ethg
e o abont 1,000 skill-|fabridation and standardisa- | (mportant brgnches of engi- O ader i e
T es.kan ' tion qf building components|neering  deall . with under| I would like also to refer le X s
e ek to produce maximum efficien-|flpod control and lrrigation, [D€re to our first multi-pur- clnl.mi atl‘.-LY orgaCh e A
Housing Problem with minimuth eosts; and|puplic heslth, transport, tele- |POSe Dproject, the Gal Oya|Assoclations such yours
o 2 Scheme. The Left Bank | help immeasurably as regards

their respective speflalities.

vide the Engineering Assocla- means of bringing building | en ing, ete. Flood control
: gineering, ete. Flood contro s ;
tion with  details of ﬂ(l:; costs witlin the levels of the|and irrigation, for example,|atea of 90,000 acres will be rwItk _.oniy by b?rganis?i ﬂlﬁ
housing problem in Ceylon, great mass of the people. are most important in an|tompleted by the end of this|talks on problems of %atio ‘
: financial year. The total ex-|importance coming within

which everyone is now aware.
The problem in Ceylon has
been aggravated by a rapidly
increasing population which
will require approximately
39,000 houses extra each year
and s backlog® of roughly
75,000 houses. After very care-
ful consideration a sum of
Rs. 90 milllon has, therefore,
been set aside by Government
under the 8ix-Year Pro-
gramme for this purpose. With
the militant plans of the
‘Housing Minister for harness-
ing private enterprise as well,
it can reasonably be assumed
that at least a like sum will
be availaple from the private
sector. The task of the En-
gineer and the Administrator
will be to provide the people
with the houses they need
within the limits of the mo-
nies available.

‘The Engineer can help in
‘the following spheres—experi-
mentation with new cheap
‘building materials; the evolu-
tion of cheaper methods of

The Government is playing
its part in this sphere by car-
rying out a certain amount of
original research at the Low-
cost Housing Centre. Apart
from developlng and popular-
ising the stabilised earth* pro-
cess of construction, & is also
experimenting with the pre-
fabrication of timber compo-
nents, prineipally with ply-
‘wood, the impregnation of soft]
timbers and the use of pre-
stressed  conerete.  Further,
empirical researéh is going on
in the various Goverament
building sechemes. The Gov-
ernment Engineer who sufer-
vises these schemes should
take every opportunity, with-
in the ambit of the regula-
tions that govern his work,
to produce new and more eco-
nomic methods of building.
The private Engineer can do
this #n his own sphere. A
housing programme of ap-
proximately Rs 200,000,000 over

agricultural country like Cey-
lon. There is provision in the
Six-Year Plan for expenditure
of a sum of Rs. 300 million on
Irrigation projects. The De-
partfent is at present engag-
ed i a number of major
irrigation works which will
render irrigable a large , ex-
tent of land. Among the more
important sc¢hemes are the
Uadaviya Scheme on which an
expenditure of. Rs- 16 million
is  expected, the Kantalai
Scheme of Rs. 19 miflion, the
Allgl Scheme of Rs. 14 million,
the Parahkulam Secheme of
Rs. T million, the Vavuniku-
lam Scheme of Rs. 5 million,
the Huruluwewa Scheme of Rs.
% million and ‘the Mahavil-
lachiva Bcheme of Rs. 5 mil-
lion. Besides  these major
sehemes there . are a large
number of schemes under eon-
struection or planned for con-
struction at an expenditure of
between Rs. 14 million and

the next six years, apart from

Rs. 24 millfon each. The total

penditure on this scheme fo
date has been Rs: 291 million,
which includes a sum of Rs
73 million on eapital works.
Provision has also been made
during the coming six years
for an expenditure of Rs. 160
milliony for the completion of
the Right Bank- When the
scheme is completed it will
bring under cultivation a
total extent of 150,000 acres of
irrigable land and 100,000
acres of high land, making a
total o 250,000 acres on which
4 total number of 250,000 per-
sons will be seftled.

You will all be glad fo hear

the mechanised modern me-
thods of development, have
aroused a great deal of inter-
est in Sounth and South-East
Asia,
Recenfly the Food and Azri-
culture, Organisation held a
Seminar on large-scale me-
chanisadion here which was
attended by fhe countries®™of
South and South-East Asia,
I have no doubt that there are

that this project, particularly,

¢is the most impértant.

their fields, but also by criti-
cally examining stuch preb-
e and placing : =
ernment  gheir considered
views and® if ®possible, con-
crete proposalS. Engineering
skill is Indispensable for the
development of dny country,
and fthere are numereus en-
gineering problems , witich we
in this country have® fo face
dally. Your Association, eom=
posed as it is of the most
competent experts in all fieids
of engineering, can assist the
CGovernment with valuable ad-
vice.
Economic Factors

Of the thre¢ economic fac-
tors of . prodiiction, land,
labour and cagital, labour of
the right quality and quantity

can be done without men. An
urgent national need,

years to come the whole edu-
cational system «will be geared
to turn out men and wo

in the righf proportion and in
the right guantity to meet the

demands of our exp:

Little s

il o
fore, is to ensure that in the

-

a large number of irrigation
i y engineers here today. On them

‘TH E BEST B EFER A-_T 5 i A b
| ..THE .BEST PRICE

economy.  Everything educa- -
tlonaf should be judged in the .
light of this over-riding ne-~
cessity. It is - very desirable
that a closer liaison should be
established betwen the schools
and the University on the one ..
hand, and industry on the
ather, if the right men are to
be found and trained for the
right jobs. In a country like
Ceylon with aJim#ted economy
and s restrict gld of em-
ployment, ¢ lanning s
necessary if are to strike
the correct balance between @
men and jobs, which a- state
of “full employment” wauld
demand. -

Engineering Employment

I wes very much DETTUT g
to hear. about a year 880, .
that therg were fogty-six en-
gineering graduates unem-
ployed, I am Very happy to
note that all these engineers
have since secured employ- =
ment and that their pro-
fessional future is assured. In \
the brief space of a year the
position in regard to engineer-
ing employment has changed
Tadically. A survey, recently
conductéd by a co tt
specially appointed to go info
this question, *has revealed
that a grave shortaze of en.
gineers is overtaking us at the
present time According to ~
the report of ¢his committee,
nearly a hundred engineers .
are needed to fill existing !
vacancies and many more win | &
be needed In the near future |
for work under the Six-Year
Plan. How this deficiency can h
be made good {s the major |
Issue confronting us today, It
15 & matter of grave g
which I trust .wIEIEI receil\?;mtlrite'
earnest consideration of the
members of your Assoejation

It is evident, therefore, that
1l°n t_he iays to come, the pro-
ession to  which
will be subjected {gustt;eggs%g
and strains very much in ex-
cess of the load capacities for
which they were originally de-
signed, I feel confident, how-
ever, that the resilience and
toughhness of the various mem-

ald down in our Six-Yes.
Plan. All thes¢ schemes are
oI vital importance in our
plan of development and
eolonisation, stil other
schemes of the type of village
works and minor irrigation
schemes are essential to .smWil
farmers and count a great
deal in sgriculture and food
production.

" Several hundred million/|
rupees are to be spent during
the six years on ecolonisation
and land development. Colo-
nisation and land development
involve suryeys, the provision
of irrigation facilities, the
clearing of jungle land, stum-
ping, ridging, levelling and
asweddumisation of the land,
the provision of eottages, hos-
pitals and other amenities to
the peasants—all these reguire
engineers, ‘technieians and
skilled workers.

Public Transport
Our public transport orszani-
satlons have come in for a
great deal of criticism in re-
cent times. 1 am glad that
the Railway Is ecatching up
quickly in its efforts to mo-
dernise the system. The pro-
vision of cheap electric power
will hasten the day of = the
electrifieation of the surburb-
an raillways. The provision of
diesel units and several® other
proposals included in the Six-
Year Plan will, T hope, re-
celve the earnest attention of
our engineers. I hope that
the Engineering Association,
which embraces in its fold all
categories of engineers and
in allled professions
1 as surveyors and archi-
5, Wil devote 1ts attention
specialised branches of
i such as
1 engineering
ing

Public Health
There is another branch of
ieering to which I wounld
to draw the particular at-

ful conclusion the programme
| Py

r—

.

v
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Beer is the Drink of |

‘ tion of the Assoclation,|bers will enable this extra
& ly, public health engi-|load to be earried safely, In
. : & | peering.  Our medieal services|the best engineering tradition
i O erfi f!t{ developed to a stage|and In conformity with the
% . | YA M z require. considerable | best engineering practice.
. ’ 3

I would wish

to carry fhis
analogy a ligtle o

dealing w further. Con-

and repalrs

(]
' - tinued overstress causes “fati-
| electro - medical [BUe.” It Is yvary nacessary
2 electro- '

such s (Continued on page T)
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T:B.—How T "
1 S g8 i
‘D.—ow The Disease
L]
R S 1ISCOvVeEre
L]
(By S. SITTRAVEL) | ples of e
N ANY persons of genifus have | are, rest, food, re-education,
*\l suffered fom  tuber- ;_11_-\f'.'1p11r1|= "“-'q,!r-.‘ .
Culosts, that some biographers| VWhen the resting
,3Ve Come to the eonelusion|On bed, min
that tubereylosis acts as an ol the lu:

for most

¢ { I ¢ {8 thie Orm |
eetual  stimulant, Remem- .'hlll-'lcllJ1]1Ih1]'s-n[ 11:‘ bl-:}‘[h-l T
| TS N = e Il £ eatment. 2 has:
- s tliche sy gepius tion of resy In bed varies with |
" “Mewe® cent. inspiration, 90 ik et b s H § s ok
per cent pv:;.\piw;*irm We may ’h:‘ "{':“' I'ﬂ]rimxt-l r"i‘;'“éllf‘!" '.’_KI“.I‘I"
Ceduce thats ovélwork. 'lacic|® B il W e
of sleep, and  all too oftvn;Pfl_L:d OF hg ZEsHondmE to. bed
attendant  circumstan- | '*L X y
3 - | Foog being an important
CéEs o e . E
".:u‘:.[ r;?:tﬁg » “m}bmf Eh_) item In treéatment, the patient
g B L ALE L CIOWN i should know what g belng
berculgsm, just as they are|S 2%

eaten and why. The constitu
eénts of food consist of ha
dozen fundamental elements
some of which are consumed
in reasonable
maintain the body i® health.

Discipline g irksome to
many patients for they are
most ?kely afterwards to throw
off all restraint, and to go
back to the careless way of
living whieh has caused their
breakdown, ang which. if per-
sisted in, inevitably causes re-
lapse, One of the Sanatorium’s
function consifts in re-educa-
tlon of the patient. o that he
may live within safer limits ;
Land the imposition mf discipine
marks the commencemeny of
re-education. Evefy institu-
tion has rules which must be
followed for speedy recovery.
Re-education meang the teaeh-
ing of the principles of health,
Fresh air shoulg also be re-
garded as eminently desirable
Ir{; the treatment of tuberculo-
sis.

4Pt Lo dp in persons of lass
intelligence. R. L. Stevenson,
Katherine Mansfield, Voltaire,
Moliers, Keats, Shelly, Francis
Thompson, Cecil Rhodes and
the Bronte sisters all suffered
irom tuberculosis. And there
Is considerable evidence that
others such as Milton, Goethe,
De Quincey® Goldsmith, Kant,
Balzac, Scotd, Chekhov, Gorku
ang Chopin suffered from the
disease. In spite of the fact
that Keats died at thHe  early
age of 26, he had already com-
pleted a considerable velume
of poetry. Veltaire, the revolu-
tionary wrter. on the other
w=nand lived to the ripe old age
of elghty-four Before dying of
tuberculosis from which he had
.inx;ffered during most of his
e,

If anybody have thg follow-
ing symptoms, he should im-
mediately get himself examin-
ed at the nearest clinic. Cough,
hemorrhage, pain, shortness of
breath. fever, sweating, loss of
welght, pallor, loss of appetite,
vomiting, idnigestion, hoarse-
ness and undue irritability and
nervourness often accompan-
ieg tuberculosis - ’

When- g0 0 tiee doctor,
with 0% ore of the symp-
toms me ed above, he ex-
amines you. He may discover
the signg buy they should not
be regarded as conclusive
proof of the presence of tuber-
eulosis in you, as all of them
may be caused by gther lung
diseases. To confirmm his sus-
picions he will therefore wun-
dertak® certain %ther investi-
gations, viz, sputum test, the
X’ray. the blond test and the
temperature.

So far no specific remedy has
been discovered for this terri-
ble dlsease that is, no drug
which will kill the germs. 4s
there is no drug or antiseptic
which cures the disease, it is
said it is better to adopt me-

Governor-General
Criticises
* Extravagance

At the annual general meet-
ing of the Denepitiyva Medical
Migsion held at Queen’s House
on Friday, the Governor-Gene-
ral, Sir Oliver Goonetilieke,
criticised the growing tendency
among the monied section of
the people in this country for
luxurious and extracagzant liv-
ing who are guite oblivious to
the hardship =nd suffering
which they could see all around
them. The monied folk, he de-
clared. would rather build
pretentious houses in the most
extravagant style, surrounded
Wwith every aid to luxurious liv-
ing than dip into their pockets
to help less fortunate feliow-
beings. There was at present,
he added, a real need for social
been foursd to be helpful Put-'seryice of the kind carried on
ting in a nuishell, the prinel-by the Denepitiya Mission,

SJor all ypour
partics
and festive

Qoccasions
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THE ARTS WAND
CRAFTS OF

AMERICA

A8 com
' may adhere to
none of over two
rent religious de-
But despite gll
slty, they have many

510 common. They speak
¢ Ameriean language—%o0 be
distinguished from English by
its extravagant vocabulary and
its easy idioms. They believe
in  democracy—though they
find it hard to defife. . . They
take pride in their growth to
waorld power and are confident

anyone

of thelr destiny. In a world
where many have lost hope
Americans are for the most

barf, transplanted Europeans
Thelr culture is a strange
amalgam of elements dragm
irom some of different coun-
tries, modified by prolonged
contact with a new environ-
ment. The proeess started over
three hundred years ago.”

nation eoysequently diselose in
4 wide measure the influence
of rangimg colfural patterns
brought by waves 6f early set-
tlers in the WNew World. The
inspiration to produce the arti-
cles on exhibition came from
the rough and primitive de-
signs of the arts and crafts of
the native background of the
early settlers. From this strange
amalgam, while retaining the
distinetive fouch of their origi-
nal heritage has evolved the
arts and crafts of the modern
Amerieans who have now be-
come g distinet people.

An Inspiration to Local
Craftsmen

lonese crafismen particulariy
and to all generally interested

of Ameriean handicrafts which

was declared open by His
Excelleney the Governor-Gene-

ral on Tuesday and will be
continued till the 10th. A fea-
ture of the exhibition iz that
it includes handicrafts similar
to Cevlon produets not so miich
t odisplay any superiority ef
finish and production but to
indicate that as in Ceylon,
handicrafts are an integral
part of national art in the
United States. The exhibition
i8 sponsored by the Aris Coun-
cil of Ceylon. They portray
the varying cultural patterr
brought by the early settlers to
the United States with their
own cultural backeround. Hard-

ware, furniture, Jjewellery,
weaving are all represented
and these should give inspira-
tion to local ecarpenters. gold-
smiths, silversmiths and cot-
tage workers and enable them
to improve thelr products in
the various craft media. Much
of the pottery exhibitg is for
decorative purposes rather tgan
for utility purpeses as Is the
case In Ceylon. A large part of
the textiles are woven on hand-
looms as in Ceylon where 2
cobtage tdustry is “now recelv-

ing enfburagement from the
vernment, Thé handwgven
i3 on view are of a similar

Of speeial interest to Cey—

The arts and erafts of this'|§

» .-'11-'li3"f'H-IA'J.

P

(Finest Highgrown B.O.P. Tea)
. to your friends in the
U. K. and Nothern Ireland
MILLERS' ‘5 O,cLOCK"

foil in a wooden bex, by
charges

TEA packed in  Aluminium
insured post inclusive of a

phts. Rs. 12:80
pkts. Rs

Rs

Rs.

Mhis,
pkts,
pkts.
pkts. Rs.
pkts. Rs.
phis. Rs.
phis. As
phis. Rs

prices are subject to alteration without
Prices to other countries on application.

Christmasand New Year Orders are hccepred up
to the 12thand 18th November 1955 respectively
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THE CEYLON
WHARFAGE

COMPANY, LIMITED

COLOMBO

NMCORPORATED INENGLAND
THEJLIABILITY OF MEMBERS §iIS LIMITED.

Clearing, Fﬂwardingiaond
ing,J{Shipping and #Motor
Transport' Department

Goods cleared through Cus-
toms, and

Farwirded to any part of
Colombo.

Delivered at Railway Sta-
tion for transmission Up-
country.

Stored in bond to suit the
convenience of owners, or

148

1

Placed in a transhipment
warehousafor re-shipment,

Y.

Telephone 2291 §Post Box 169
““coLoMBO

{

ELECTRICAL'
INSTALLATIONS

The arrival of stocks;of
“B. 1. HELSBY
C. M: A,
CABLES
&
TUCKERS
ACCESSORIES
" enables” us®to quote for

NEW INSTALLATIONS
REWIRING

Estimates will be given
free of charge for work
in any part c ‘the [sland

FENTONS LTD.
=350, UNION PLACE,
COLOMBO.
Phone 5182—P. O Box 310,

IF IT IS ANYTHING
ELECTRICAL

PHOMNE

Note :

¥
4th November, 1955

INCIDENCE OF CRIME
IN CEYLON

A COMMUNIQUE 4ssued

by the Inspector-Gene-
ral of Police in regard to
the state of crime in Cey-
lon explains the present
position and outlines
some steps the Depsart-
ment intends to take tp
find a practical solution.
The high incidence of
crime in the country is
admittedly a grave con-
cern. As a first step to
help fhe Police to conduct
serious research into the
subject of homicide and
crimes of wiolence it is

University of Ceylon and
elsewhere and a question-
naire is in course of pre
paration which when
complete will be eirculat-
ed among the public in-
viting comments. It is
hoped to make a scientific
analysis of the comments
which is bound to provide
data useful not ,only for
the  purpeose of further
Study and experiment but
also to bring about a more
realistic approach to this
viEal problem.

It is obvious that the
eradication of ecrimes of
vialence canmot entirely
be the responsibility of
the Police service. The

FENTONS.

THE
GALLE FACE
HOTEL

Banqueting Service

Iin comparison with other

generat public, the law-
| abiding, responsible mem-
bers of the community,
should take their full
share in that responsibi-
lity to make Ceylon a
safer and a happier place
to live in. While on the
subject it is worthwhile
to refer to the strength of
the Ceylon Police service

so that if we

; increase is only in the
proposed to invite a team numbers - not . ik the
of specialists from the ratio.”

crease and is in factl eve
lower ghan the pre-
level. This yard-stick is
adopted because it 1S not
possible on e figures alone
to compare crime in dif- |
ferent countries  with|
widely different levels of
population. For example
erime figures in Ceylon in
contrast to crime figures
in India, with 42 times
our population, would be
meaningless, This fact is
suppqrted by the observa-,
tions = recently made by
the Magistrate of the
Colombo South  Court,
who, in the course of his
address to the Dehiwala-
Mt. Lavinia Youth Forum,
said, “As you know crime
in this country generally
and in this area particu-
larly, is increasing. The
inerease js nothing to be
alarmed at. As you know
population is increasing
find that
there was an increase of
crime this year as eom-
pared with last year, the

]

The comparative state-
ment of grave crime from
1939 to 1954 which is at-
tached to the .commu-

| lation

;';i;’bur-r: of the
ation to
during a fifteen-
period. Under the
heading: “homicides”
there has been an in-
crease from 1839 from 259
to 561 in 1947
then onwards a progres-
sive decrease has been re-
corded up to 1953. The de-
crease has been accom-
panied, states the IGP, by
a steady improvement in
detectipn—"“an ideal state
of affairs from a purely
Police point of view.” It

also shows that the stan-
dard of investigation has
improved all round. The
increase from 1938 to 1947
is not considered by the
I G P to be by any means
as alarming but conforms
to the normal rise and
fall of the crime baro-
meter common to all
countries. In coneclusion
he cherishes the hope
that the public will extend
their cobperation in the
task that the Police Ser-
vice has undertaken and
take their full share with
the Police to make Ceylon
a safer and a happier
place to live in.

ties in re

year

PROGRESS OF PREMIER’S

GOOD-WILL TOUR

According to his itinerary the
Prime Minister, Siy John Kote-
lawala, who went by air on
Tuesday last on his goodwiil
tour of Australla, New Zealand
and Thailand, has arrived in
Canberra, the Federal capita1|
of Australia, which he reached
on Wednesday and will stay!
till the evening of Sunday the |

6th, when he will leave for
Sydney. 1
The first halt on Ileaving |

Ceylon was at Singapore the
same evening where he spent
the night. Interviewed by ihe
Press, Sir John observed that
today world tension was sub-
siding and the different peoples
were now talking things over
instead of “fighting. Ceylon
would like to get the atomie |
re-actor which the United
States offered Asia. “If the
reactor is to be of any use.” he ]
said, “it must be sent to a na-
tign where there is no ‘shoot-
Ng war' and “Ceylon is the
most favourable political coun-
try in the world”, adding tha:
the Communists in Ceylon were
on the

l Australia for

{her in he

Commonwealth of Natlons have
most need of

tion would be formed in the
near future which aimed at
eliminating t(he middlemen,
and bringing the price of tea
down.

“We in Ceylon a&are very
conscious of the friendly rela-
tionship existing between Cey-
lon and Australia, said Sir
John, *‘and we are grateful to
the enecourage-
ment we have received from
: international field
and for her generous assist-
ance In our efforts to build up
fur country. I might say
cricket, racing, tea and the
Colombo Plan have bound Aus-
tralia and Ceylon *n friend-
ship.”

At a zathering in Fremantle
which he attended Sir John
drank the Queen’s health n
tea where ea boasts are a
long-standing custom. I as-
sure you, I will introduce this
in my eountry”, he told at the
reception which was sponsored
by the Mayor of Perth" The
1
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H25.000 squase miles are all
have, Parts of it have
already been lost without any
bope of bringing under culti-
vation. Our population con-
tinues to grow, castipg o
S burden on the soil for
our sustepanes, Maintaining
soil fertilsty and soil stability
-are, therefore, a mattey of
life and death to us,. said (he
Prime Minister, Sir John
Motelawa, in  a recorded
breallcast on Sunday night
by Rado Ceylon in inaugurat-
ing the National Soil Conser-
vation Week.
Here is the full text of
broadcast message: —
At a time when there is no
«dearth of national roblems
to engage the attention of the
public mimd, and am glad to
~ have the opportunity to talk to
you on  a theme which is com-
pletely unconnected with eany
of the political problems of the
moment It is a bigger prob-
dem than politics, for it is con-
;s nected with human misman-
. agement fhat is permitting the

the

> -

SOIL CONSERVATION, A
MATTER OF LIFE

SAYS THE PRIME MI N ISTER

-:iiﬂn migzht be easily checked
in its early stinges the excessive
interest, which man has de-
manded from the earth on the
ouflay of his capital of lahour, |
has reduced the top soll
!whjoh human civilisation de-
pends for ity existence fo n
matter of mere inches in many
parts of the world
Ruins of the Past

The ruing of ancignt civillsa-
tlons which have been unearth-
ed show the struggle that our
ancestors had to eultivate our
forests, Those eivilisations fall-
ed when man could no longer
hold his own on the soll. In
this way. through ¥nan's fail-
ure to realise the vahlie of soil
conservation, human civilisa-
tion ‘has paid a price. Vast
tracts of fertile land, which
Were once the centres of great
civilisations. have been im-
poverished and now stretch as
barren wastes, Impoverished
not by rain, put by erosion.

During my visits to Europe
I have seen for myself how in
Western Europe alone soils
have not eroded d®spite inten-

0nn

= earth which spstains us. to ba
7 washed away by water and
blown away by wind.
Threat to Civilization
People all over e world
‘have realised—and ot a day
too early—that wars can only
destroy people, but that soil
g.nsmnwﬂl if | it goes on un-
checked destroy human civili-
sation itself. Soil erosion, on
 which the Government desires
. to focus public attention this
. week is not entirely a man-
~ made .problem. Natute 5
~ played her part in e denu
. the saf] but man has acceleraf-
ed, that p.ocess sp mueh that
~ human beings sometimes work
4 pme havoc in a year than
- paturs can claim in a eentury.
- Man’s domination over land
- has been more or less in the
mpy nature of a sacred, frust, but
~  the betrayal of this trust has
had fts consequences for us as

Il

odily as it has no further use

well as for the generations

that come after us. While ero- |

sive cultivation Iy faet, inten-
slve cultivation has increased
1119‘ Tertility of the soil. As an
agriculturist myself I must
warn my listeners against the
illusion that top soil fertility
can be improved by artifiefal
fertilisers. Fertility is not
merely a matter of replenishing
the plant food supply of the
soll. Stabllity of the soil is no
less important, because If a sofl
is exhausted, it becomes un-
stable and nature removes it

for it

Only 25,000 Sqguare Miles

25,000 square miles are all we
have. Parts of it have already
been lost without any hope of
bringing them under cultiva-
tion. Our population continues
to grow, easting a heavy bur-
den on the soil for our susten-
ance, Mainfaining soil ferti-
lity and soil stability are there-
fore a matter of life and death
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to us. The Depariment
Agricultore will be telling

country by the various means |

| of publicity at our disposal how |

to conserve the soil. The suc- |

cess of their campaign  is in |
your hands. Acting on their|
advice is simple, but it needs
individual effort and individual |
concern not only for gpurselves
but for our mneighbdirs, our |

country and the generations Lo
come.

I have in my time seen ero-
sion in various formsg in varkons
parts of the world, There is|
the erosion caused by the rush |
of water from the hills: siita- |
tion or the deposit f s
eroded soil on river beds: and
erosion caused by wind., I haves
also seen agricultural commu-
nitles interested in fhe soil

for their Hvelinoos sitting*back
and watching the ‘rape of the
earth’ go on before their very
eves. We can afford to do.that
no longer.

GOVERIVOR - GENERAL
OPENS AMERICAN
ART EXHIBITION

“IN an, agricultural country

like Ceylon so widely un-
der-developed, the develop-
ment of cottage industries is
a matter of vital importance
for the very existence of the

nation,” said the Governor-
General, Sir Oliver Goone-
tilleke, when he opened the

exhibition of American arts
and crafts held at the Art
Gallery on Tuesday afternoon,

1

of | I 3
the | |\ 1
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complete, balance
vitaminised, easily
digested, >
ALLMILR
BABY FOQD -

itig T

“It 15 usual to associate the
Ameriean scene’ with the
splendour of the machine age.
the impaet of large-scale in-
dustry and the technigues of
mass production. But here at
this exhibition you will get a
glimpse of the United 3tates,
where her people have not

manual dexterity, the early
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Annual Subscription:

Rs. 4-00

SIX MONTHS Rs. 200 '

P. ©. Box 751, Colombo '

settlers brought with (hem

from their homelands.

In the numerous and re-
mote villages of Ceylon the
colourful stands of tradition
and eculture are woven into

objects such as these you see

here. Cottage crafts have
thrived throughout the ages
in all ecountries despite the

changes of political and his-
torical fortune, Here in' Qey-
lon we have had the same
problems in restoring an al-
most lost heritage as  other
countries have experienced.
The demand for these han-
dicrafts has suffered in wvari-
ons ways despite the fact that
there are several miilions ® in
South and South-East Asia
who still continue to make
them one of the chief means
of llvelihood. Steps have been
taken by the Governments of
these countries and as a re-
sult of voluntary organizations
responsible for the further-
ance of the arts and crafts,
have given new life to these
cottage crafts. By this means |
the process of final disinte- |
gration has been somewhat |
prevented.

This exhibition has efome

(to a country whose arts and

crafts are as old as the his-

AGENTS |L::1r:,-' of the Island itself and

it  steuck an Intlmate and

com#on call, None would fail

to notice In the exhibits a

i ackenzie & Co. of Ceylon Lt close relationship wish the
Ma.ckumon M * \work of Ceylon craftsmen.
{hr‘ré W SOme ¢ mon in-

e common

spiratic
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Department
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critical amopigst us.

bly in the world, ¥ou have
with  courtesy. You
in your treatment of members
office was all too short, but it

ed to the Senate without any

by Senator Justin Kotelawala.
v A Critical Period

Continuing said the Leader
of the Senate: “Today, this
country Is passing through a
critical period and we need®at
its head men of balance, men

of understanding, men of
vision, men who will not work
for thelr own self-aggrandice-
ment, but who will put the
interests of the country above
their own personal interests
Judged by those tests, I c¢an
think of no befter person to

occupy the Chair of the House
than yourself, you have a
long term of office before you.
but I think that you are one
of those persons who will not
be affected by the vieissitudes
Lof political life- Let me again,
on behalf of the House, ex-
tend to your warmest welcome
and assure you of cur fullest
co-operation in the discharge
of your duties.”*
[ ]

Opposition Tribute
Benator 8. Nadesan speak-
ing on behalf of the Opposi-
tion' said: Mr, President, the

: = privileged on be-
i not very long ago that I had the privileg )
I I‘La]: o? the House of welcoming yon as our P_'remdonl:
The manner in which you, {‘.i}l'lﬂllct(:d' yourself during your
short term of office has, I think, satisfied even th
You have comforted yourseld with the

dignity that is worthy of the be

have

vour work has been so appreciated that you were re-elect-

paid to Sir Cyril de Zoysa on his elet‘finn as President of
the Senate, at the meeting held on

the Hon. E. B. Wikrem%nayake, Minister
Leader of the Senate, who proposed the

framers of our Constitution

SENAT.E PRESIDENT RE-ELECTED
. WRIBUTE PAID TO SIR CYRIL DE ZOYSA

the most
st traditions of any Assem-
always combined firmness
been strictly impartial
of this House. Your term of
is gratifying to wus to find

opposition.” was the tribute

uesday, by Senator
of Justice and
election seconded

intendéd  that the Senate
should consist of men of dis-
tinetion in various walks of
life, who will be able to con-
tribute their mité to the dis-
cussion® of the various prob-
lems that arise in this House
and who will be able to vote
on those matters according to
theiy, conscience without being
bound by %onsiderations of
party. But right from the
inception the Senate has real-
ly been taking a different turn
altogether, and we have had
in this House a Government
Party and an Opposition Par-
ty. At the very outset, the Op-
position consisted of seven
Members; it has now dwindl-
ed In unmbers to four, and one
of them is unable to be pre-
sent In this House today be-
cause he is unwell

o It i3 indeed heartening to
us who beiong to an Opposi-
slon whieh is numerrically
feeble compared witl® such a
iformidable number on the
Government Benches fhat you
Mr, President, who are so
well known for your impart-
iality, should be once again,
elected President of this cham-

-

‘BABY’

Weighs oniy 8; ibs.

The [deal Perzonal
Typewtiter

ber. =
will say that you are one of leeived from both sides ofethis
those

when

‘{do gil hope that you will be

opinion that I have discharged

this
considerably encouraged,
have given me a certain con-
fidence with which to address

that

1 do not think any cne

who have heen gifted
by nature with a placid tem-
per but, notwithstanding,
during the past few months
you presided over the
deliberationn of this Assembly,
it was obvious to us that you
had deciplined yoursell to
such an extent that you con-
ducted the affairs of this
House with dignity and de-
COTUIML

Apart ifom that, Mr. Presi-
dent, the most important gua-
lity; and on one occasion you
the Presidential Chalr, as in
any other person who hold
high judicigl office, is humi-
lity; and en one opecation you
possess this gquality in abun-
dant measure when you set
aside one of your own néllngs
after further consideration. It
showed that you were always
prepared to do what you
thought was right and proper
have shown to us that you
if it meant your having to
go back on a Puling which
had been given by you earlier.
And that is another quality
of yours wieich has made Op-
position members feel that in
your hands® they can expeet
justice in this House. There-
fore. we are mot in any way
frightened by the {fact that
the forces of the Government
Benches are arrayed against
us in such serried ranks—we
are in number three or four—
because we know that, at all
times, we can trust you to
give us that protection which
Is the due of a minority in
this House, 50 that we might
place our views before hon.
Senators
duly curbed so far as the sub-
stance and length of our ad-
dresses are concerned. On this
vccasion 1 think T would be
Tailing In my duty if I do not
offer you our sincere thanks
for the oppertunity you have
granied to 15 on every single
occasion to  place our views
before the House fairly and
fully,

As the hon. Leader remark-
ed, you have a long period
ol service before you, and we

Eiven the necessary health

and strength to centinue the

good work you have started.
President's Reply

Sir Cyril de Zoysa, replying

said; Hon. Leader of the
House, hon. Leader of the
Opposition, hon. Senators. you
have elected me for a second
time to be your President. In
the short term during which
I e held this high and
responsible  office  you  have

had the opportunity of judg-
ing me, and I ventare tod
think that my re-election to-
da 5 ‘an expression of your

my duties with acceptance to
honourable House- I am
You

mysell anew to the dutles

devolve on me again.

That confidence is strength-

without being un-"

il
easgured by
of .r:{)— opera-
just re-

I am greatly r
and the promises
tiocn whieh I have

honourable Heuse- Hon. Sena-
tors may have indeed on gany
matters they will have widely
divergent views. But let ue
approach the tasks ahead of
us o that spirit of goodwill
and co-operation whi®

have just dispeayed. It is in
that way onl} that we could
maintain and preserve the
great traditions and high dig-
nity of this House,

I thank you hon. Leadew of
the House, you Hon. L&ider of
the Opposition, and all yom
hon. Senators for your gene-
rous sentiments. Again I
thank you for the high honour
you have conferred on me, and
I shall always try to be worthy
of that honour. '

Lady Molamure Deputy

Senator Sir Kanghiah Vai-
thianathan moved and Sena-
tor Mrs. - Clodagh ® Jayasuriya

seconded that Lady Molamure
be ®lected to the office of
Deputy President and Chair-
man of Committees, In the
absence of any other name
being proposed, Lagy Mola-
nure was duly elected.

Burma

It has been decided thag
HM.Cy.S. Vijaya should pay
4 formal visit to Burma from
2nd December to 9th Decem-
ber, 1955.

HMCy.S. Vijaya will be
commanded by Lieutenant-
Commander D. V. Hunter.
Rbyal Ceglon Navy, and will
cArry a complement five
officers ‘and 110 ra . Since
this visit will coincide with the
Fifth Session of the Sanga-
yana i Burma, it has also
been deelded to convey in, the

from' all thgee Armed Services
to' be present at the celebra-
tions.

The necess@ry diplomatic
clearance for her wvisit is be—
ing sought from the Govern-
ment of Burma —(Press Com-
munigue)-

CORNEAL

GRAFTING
BILL

A simple and straightfor-
ward Bill was passed by Par-
liafent last week when the
Corneal Grafting BiM was ae-
cepted without controversy.
The Bill which.is based ex-
actly on the lines of the legis-
lation in the United Kingdom
seeks to render it lepal for
bersons who donate their eves
after their death to the De-
partment of Health for pur-
poses oF corneal grafting,

Since our surgeons have
gone on to this sort of opera-
tion on the eyes very recent-
ly and qualified people are

-

Vijaya, To Visit —

“Vijaya" a small contingent -

ened by the circumstance that
become one of you by re-
In the other place
you should have elected
unanimously for a second
tly  enhan the

the Chalr, If all
ese afe propitious ausplces
he Tuture, there are other
The duties that
House will have to

= . - 1
—
Special features :- et
* .

doing it new, thus rendering
a great service to those suffer-
ing from serious eye diseases
by replacement of the affect-
ed eye. All domor material
the surgeons could get now is
from executed persons and
cadavers and they® are rare.
besides the material from"
cadavers i5 sald to be not
In the near future|sufficlently up to standard.
be of considerable |Unless  the law allowed iy,
time when|even when people come and

‘ms 10| ofter their eyeg when they are

the | alive cannot  be accepted as
__rﬂ,m_‘_! there 1s considerable risk in
House to|the operation. The Bill now
with  that | passed not only legalises the
and dlg- | donation but also ensures a
: larger Sypply 1o meet  the
temand ;

The fomous Hermes 'Beby' lypewriter
is hordly higher than a match box and
yet is the smartest, sturdiest and
lightest of all portables. Though small
and compact, it has many features of a
tull-size typewriter. In its elegant grey E
crackle-finish metal cose, the ‘Boby" a

That

e

Available in Pica and Elite scr

Ample power for carhon COPIBS.
Rapid underlining

herizontal and

Special deviee ¢

letter this h

f ts oo,
is the perfect personal typewriter . . . i

idec! for execulives, journalists, tro-
vellers, professors and students,

. ’
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(Continued from. page )
therefore, that the
structure be strengthened jat
the earliest opportunity, by
the reinforcement of ifdivi-
dusl members, so that the
strains may be reduced to a
< minim ud the loads more
5 equitably distributed. This ap-
.~ == plies partcularly to the more
o slender sections, the junior
‘members which, on account of
their® less’ robusf, proportions,

3 |
3

In a wery

Jtoms of acute tension and is-
& fress. The training of
junfor members in your goro-

short tlme, symp-

a matter of para-
mount importamge. Here is
vast potentéal which should
pbe developed In the most
efficient manner to fit them
for positions of responsibility
in the quickest possible time.
It wag %he practice in the
more spacious days to leave a
young engineer to his own de-
yices in the Dbelief that he
would acquire the necessary
experience with the passing of
the years. This {5 a theory
= that cannot be condemned too
" strongly today. Our slender re-
.~ sources of technical manpower
f' need to be Husbanded. To this
. end. must we bend all our
- energles. An  attitude of
% “Jaissez falre,” which leaves &
* much to chance and results
. ' in such ‘heavy wastage, can
. no longer prevail The ecasual
.~ methods of the past must
- make way for earefully plan-

and co-ordimated schemes
training, which would pro-
experience of the right
mality under the personal
direction of officers of  ability
and of mature experieffce-
Need for Seli-reliance
Te what extent the various
emes in the Six-Year Plan
could be accelerated without
reducing professional stand-
~ ards is also a matter to which
“trust you will give your
" very close attention Shortage
- seiendific and technical
‘manpower is a world Pheno-
menon. . or no assist-
 ance can be expected from
abroad. We must look to our-
- selves for our own salvation
- Your present efficiency and
_output must, therefore, be in-
 creased by the jettisoning of
2 procedurez amd me-
s, by the adoption of new
- materials _and techniques, by
53l!emav*:m; “technical officers of
the details of administration

. and of finance and, above all,

- .
More Technical Personn

existing |

will otherwise tend to display, | whi

the |

rsonngl |

tor In our plans for the future

The members of your Asso-
ciation today face an era nlll
|opportunity and a (ime of
| challenge This, challenge
must be met with courage, re-
solution. and a confldence in
| your own ability
{ Director of Development
Mr. Presldent, as was the|
| case last wear, I am zain |
e to have in th
ent's Alr one with
( worked for
g the Publie Ser- |-
Your record,
7 , in  the Ceylon
Railways, is one of exception-
al merit. You have now been
appointed to assume much
greater responsibilities as
ol Development in

Director
2 MY

stry of Transport and
: 'ne total vyalue of
projecls on which construction
work is to be carrled out by
one department of the Minis-
try, the Public Works Depart- |
ment, amounts to approxi-
mately Rs. 900 million. There
are also the Hydrg-Electric
Schemes and the Port Deve-
lopment Schemes., It is im-
perative that these projects
shoulde be completed within
their target dates.

Gentlemen, I ecannot look
into the faces of a group of

men like you without a feel-
ing of real confidence. In In-
dependence Year 1948-49. the
total expenditure budget of
Ceylon was ‘Rs. 667 million.
In the current yeareit is Rs
1211 million. Seven years ago
the membership of 'she Engi-
neering Association was 500,
Today it Is 760. As I mention-
ed earlier, we are planning re-
solutely for the greater happi-
ness of our people. I see
nothing in the financial hori-
zon which makes me afraid
that we may not be able to
finance our proposed plans.
On the contrary, I see indica-
tions which may enable us to
dccelerate them and even ex-
tend them.

8 In, all this however, you, our
Emgineers, are the Captains as
well as the Pilots. Your de-
talled planning must be aceu-
rate, your estimating realistic,
your’ supervislon intensive.
You must think of your work
from dawn till dusk and till
late into the night, for never
before in the history of -this
land has there been a pace so
fast in all fields of construc-
tion and of development. I
have worked with you during
forty years of my Public Ser-
vice. I know you will not fail

by improving the guality of
~ the younger men. This Is

your country in this period of
stress and urgency.

"

=

[the most important single fac-
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Vivifying Local |
|

Government .
By Bertil Ranasinghe
\N eminent  Oxford
=i f or
to Ceylon p;

also
adv
Bhions
While e
SOIEe

visltor
o

had

rele

one suggestion—namely,
every effort be made to vivify
Local Government,

This recommendation
a4 special importance Jn view
of the many miseonceptions
prevalent In Ceylon regarding
local government. i

Logal
| thitng apart,

has

but part and pay-
cel of the Integrated political
structure and processes of any
well-ordered State. Local Goy-
ernment in the United King-
dom and Ceylon, str! ngely
renough, have many features
In common. The most strik-
ing resemblance is that Local
Government existed in  beth
countries Irom the earliest
times. In Britain the systéem
Is in its fundamentals rooted
deeply in the past. In our own
Lanka too Local Government
has existed from the earliest
times, at least from the Aryan
occupation, if not before. As
the system of communieations
and transport was wvery weals
in earliest times, the people
organised themselves as best
as they could for their own
welfare. The most important
of - these organisations was
the Village Council, or Gan
Sabha, which was generally
composed o® the elders of the
village, whose powers invari-
ably depended on the will of
the king, whose power was
absolute. This is the reason
for which it must be un-
equivocally stated that the
present system of Loeal Gov-
ernment in Ceylon is NOT in
its fundamentals, firmly root-
ed in the past. In free Lanka
where the Central Govern-
ment i3 demoeratically elected

at Local Bodies are likewise
elected. In respect of fune-
fions however, there is hardly
any difference between past
and present, While the central
legislature is engaged in mat-
ters of national importance,
the TLocal Bodies
themselves, or at least should
concern themselves with the
welfare of the people in their
respective areas.

But it is indeed a matter for
grave concern and regret that
many local bodies or their
members do not concern
themselves greatly about the
welfare of those who elected
them to the same legislatures.

These “elected  representa-
tives” onm many a, Ceylonese
local body, be it a Village

Committee, Urban Council or
Municipal Council, forget that
their paramountly important
conecerns should be regarding
the Health, Education and
general welfare of the people
of the respective areas. Many
a local legislature in present-
day Ceylon fritters away its
energy, time and even finan-
ces on useless - controversies.
If a local body discusses an
issue of national Importance,
say, the language issue or the
Indian issue, sueh discussion
eould be justifiable and appro-
priate- But it is utterly fan-
tastic for a Local Body to
even attempt to discuss Inter-
national issues like the hydro-
gen bomb, the cold war, ete.

*The politicians on these Local

Bodies who wish to  alr their
views on any issue could cer-

tainly do so &t appropriate
public meetings, but they
should not make the Local
Body's ings & platform
for th 1

Government is not a|

-eonsern | |

nal
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 Indian Problem Is

A Domestic OUne

"T'.HE Indo-Ceylon proh_lel:!i is
a domestic one. This is a

quarrel between two brothers.
They quarrel violently at times,
but soon come to an under-
standing. I therefore, do l:ﬁt
see it as an insurerable one, or

pne that is going to creale per-
manent estrangement between

the two countries,” said Mr. B.
N. Chakrawarty, Indian High
Commissioner in Ceylon, at a
dinner accorded him and Mrs.

Chakrawarty by the Jaffna
Central Library Association at
the Jaffna Rest House. Mr.
Sam Sabapathy president of
the Association presiding.

Mr. Chakrawarty continuing
said that India and Ceylon
were boungd together by cultu-
ral and religious ties, too
strong to allow them to go in
different directions. They had
been under foreign rule, feit ail
the difficulties and got back
their independénce almost at
the same time. Even in their
foreign politics the two eoun-
tries had been working in close
laison. It was therefore pos-
sible for India ang Ceylon to
find a practical solution to
their difficulties. i

“We realise your difficulties”
he added, “and my Govern-
ment is fully conseious of these
and is certainly anxious to
come to an honourable settle-
ment. We want you at the
same time to realise our diffi-
culties. There are milllons of
persons of Indian origin in
other countries. Whatever we
do here will have its repercus-
sions elsewhere. I do not want
10 go into the polities of it.”

To Be Charged

The Prime Minister is deter-

mined to charge those who
threw mbs at the recent
Town Hall meeting,

Said Sir John in the House
of Representatives before
making his statement in con-
nection with Dr. N.M. Perera’s
motion on the languages ques-
tion: g

I am going to have these
fellows charged, I am going to
maintain law and order be-
cause that is my job. So far
as I am concerned, as I said,

if you start revolutionary par-
ties, broadeast revolutionary
ideas—whether they are ‘of
Nazism, or of Faseism, 8r of
Communism, or of Marxism,
it means that what you call
law and order has to be dis-
turbed. Therefore please un-
derstand this. That is why
we in this country want good
ordered Government and, we

must not in any way bring
bombs to meetings, bring
thugs to meetings and put

ordinary fellows into Buddhist
robes- That is the sort of
thing which, if done by them,
will get them into trouble,
Those are things that you

must all agree to. So far as
I am ®oncerned, I ean assure
this House that we believe in
democracy in the sense that
anybody ean say what he likes,
anybody can write what he
likes, but law and order has
to be maintained in this
country and you cannot use
your fists and fight as you like
moment you start using your
fists, the police have to step
in. When the police step in
after you cdll for their help,
you say that they e were the

first to hit you.

“I take courage in that 1
speak to a gromp of thinking
people who have set before
themselvesfthe objective of a
new Lanka. I shall be content
if in this very brief talk I have
provided some material to sti-
mulate your own individual
thinking. I am glad to have
this privilege of addressing a

Colonists Under
Kantalai
Scheme

At ag Langd Kachcheri held
during the last week in July
this year to select colonists for
the Kantalal Scheme 756 allot-
ments were made available for
settlementy and 1,464 applica-
tiong were received from per-
manent resldents of Trinco-
malee District for whom 300
allotments had been reserved,
The #est of the allotments
were disposed of ag follows:

150 to Colombo Distriet for
which 927 applications were
recelved. )

32 to Anuradhapura District
for which 823 applications were
recelved, i

70 to Kandy District for
which 451 applications were re-
celved.

153 to Nuwara Eliya District
for which 1.130 applications
were recefved,

1to a Peradenlya Farm
8chool student.

50 to labourers of which 35
were given to labourers resi-
dent in Trincamalee District

Further land is being devel-
oped under the scheme and
the needs of Trincomalee will
be considered each year when
the land I3 ready *for alloca-

tion

Bomb Throwers) LANGUAGE PROBEEM IN CEYLON

predominantly Sinhalese andi- the Government Parliamentary

ence, for it is they who should
eventually produce the answer
to the present confroversy, per-
haps after the dust and smoke

Party and two of
National Party which he des-
cribed 4s most important and
are as follows:—

the

United

of the ‘‘battle” have cleared ) A special meeting of
away. When passions are|the Government Pazi_igmemary
roused, whether in a strect|Party held on 3rd pril, 1950,

moh or in a2 Iearned assembly,
the first reguisite is to cestore
calm by all means possible,
intricate arguments, stimulat-
ing though they be, hardly con-
tribute to a calm assessment
of the issues al stake. In an
atmosphere of acrimonious
controversy if talks hecome
necessary it has to be brief
and perhaps limited to a few
fundamentals only, There is
something fundamental and
urgent today in onr problem

(64 5]

“This

- to

bee the

its

appointmen
the National

and I hope, therefore, that this |Sinhalese and Tamil the
official languages of the coun-
t-rFJ"

A Talk by Sir Kanthiah
Vaithianathan

group discussion would lead to

some fistructive  results.”
said Sir nthiah Vaithiana-
than, Minister of Industries,

Housing and Social Services,
in the course of a talk on
‘“The Language Problem in
Ceylon Today” at the New
Lanka Club, Turred Rd., Col-
ombo, on Friday evening,
Continuing Siy Kanthiagh re-
called the words of the Hon.
D. 8. Senanayake when he
introduced the tion In the
State Ceuncil recommending
acceptance of the Soulbury
Constitution as a prelude to
complete freedom almost ex-
aetly ten years ago. He also
referred fo later statements
made and the memoranda is-
sued. This was before inde-

menting st
policy by

L ]
On the 20th F'el!ruary.
1954. the United National Party
also passed another resolution
at its conference.
Terence reiterates its decision
to make Sinhalese and Tamil
the official languages through-
out the country In the shortest
possible time.”

“This con-

‘I need only remind you that

nearly all the puplic men of
today were participants
thkese decisions or gave tacit or
silent approval to them.

of

“In this shorty space of 10

T

years since Independence chief-
Iy due to the progress made
in adumbrating sand imple-
eadlly the langua

three successive Go;?
ernments, despite some obvious
defects in

the educati

structure, we did proceed
way inéwelding th
this country, admittedly muiti- .

¢ people

a long
of

pendence was won.
Three Important Reseclutions
Sir Kanthaiah next referred

to

three resolutions, one of
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racial and ‘“speaking two or
perhaps, three languages.” into
a Ceylon nation. Moreaver,
minority fears and rank com-
munalism which raised their
ugly heads in the previous
decade began to subside.

» The Real Problem

“Unfortunately, %the
stream of good order ang
steady progress. for®vhich the
fair isle has already earned o
good name in the whole of
Asia, and the English-speaking
demoeracies is  again  being
muddied; and that is*what we
call the Language Probleny

clear

my business to apportion the
blame for *this stateof affairs
to anybody, but I could say
this that it behoves all right-
thinking peaple of this country
To ensure that reason and har-
mony are quickly restored in
r.;rde_ar that a deep sense of
nationhood among al] the co
munities inhabiting this Island
may continue to evglve and
blossomforth, Independence
has, no doubt, come tp*
Dpeacefully and stnoothly in g
way which has not been ac-
corded fo many nations of the
world, particularly in Asig
since the dark ages. Let it not..
be said by future Eenerations
that because we won freedom
50 easily, that we got into the
habit of taking many things
for granted. The occasion has
arisen for us to do S0me harg
thinking and bring out the
nobler elements in human ng-
ture, and let the fruits of
independence grow and ma-
ture into a rich harvest of
matérial pProsperity and spiri-
tual advancement with happi-
ness for all. In this back
ground, T wish humbly to sub-

mit to you that platform poli-
tles is  hardly the atmosphere
to find ga solution  for the
Language Problem, which re-
l:'full'(’s highly specialised study
of its many technical aspects
and genuine xt.atla:‘.manship o
Implement the results of syeh
study. We quire all the for-
bl-'i_l]‘:lnl"t'. tact and steftesman
ship we can sSummon r-\ -
come the emotional
in

ur

of Il"f_fi !Th_(ﬁﬁl—e_ ut

visualised a time-table for pro- e~
moting “‘the ‘National Langu-
ages of the country, ie, Sinha-
lese and Tamil, , .
official laneufges of the coun-
iry on terms of equality.'s

In September, 1951, the
Unifed National Party passed
the following resolution at
conflrence -
approves the
Government !
Languages Commifsion to im-
plement its deeision to make

E&ﬁs‘?nce
¥

g

s

which faces us today. It is ness=
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