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Destination Boards In Buses Are Not Distinct

T

Additional

Worries

To Already Annoyed [ravellers

Go to the bus stand

fusion that can easily make vou eollapse.

and von get into a com.
That

is how a bus Araveller described his axperienss

these days in his attempt to make a journsy by

the cheapest means as he counld ill afford to pay
car hire that has shot up twofold.

His amxiaty to get to
his workshop In time was
sach that as scom as he
saw buses in the stand
he did » dash to each
one of them to fnd out
the route; but te his ntter
digappointment he could
not meke ount anything

only prominemt but also
paled Into ipbsignificamce
tho Tamil versiom which
was seem in small eharec
ters. He sould only fall
back te the Time-keeper
who of course had his
own eomplaints, B! tha
time the passenger geould
make sore of hies bus the
vehicle had left and the
gsearch for the correct
ronte had to be continued
for several more asnxions
moments till he learnt
from a [fellow passenger
that he hgd to wait omo
more home. However, he
was relieved to some ex-
¢ent when the friend-in-
aeed whispered into his
sars the formula to find
out the exasct vehicla:
gtand in front of the
bus, scan the destination
board asveral times, cheok
the correctmess of the
information with the num-
ber ot the route, get into
gonversstion with any
knows O. T. B. operator
and find ont the inner
informatisn about  the
sxact time of departure
and above all the ghortest
and surest way #o gain
entranse into the bus.

Thig story simply spot-
lights the ordinary situa-
gion in the bus stands.
The destination boards
are only an apology for
the real information. Here
in the Nozth where t.h-a
gravellersare mostly Temil

speaking the name-boards
musf be in Tamil in
prominent characters.
The route numbers ars
very often decaptive
Saduenly a certain nnm-
ber will be dsteiled for
duty in a route not its

: own. But the change im
from the ,board as thejyh. ronte number 1s not
the destination was not

The quencs often ssen
in the bns atande add
mote to the deception, the
emd and the beginning
merging im  each other
But the shrewd oustomer
bae his own scheme, he
cam always beat the queus
end board the moving
bus, beffling both the
conductor and the big
erowd that is left behind,

And wmore pathstic is
the plight of the passsmger
on the wayside halt who
keeps on walting for the
‘bua’ for hours and whois
overlooked insultingly by
every bus, Hw iz always
a losg long journey. What
is your suggestior reader ?
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A Brief Survey of Some

English Translations
by Ceylon Tamil Writers

V. SIVARAJASINGAM, B. A, ( Hons )

The msin centroversy
regarding tramslation is
whethar 1t should be liters
al or literary. It haa been
humerously remarked that
tramslatioms are like wo-
men homely when faithful
and uofaithful when love-
ly. However the fact re.
meins that the crikerion
of translation i= proteiw
and eludes exagt morms
and thereby any sttsmpt
k0 moasure the merit of
any work in thab field is
dessined to be regarded as
a debiovs enterprise.
Hence whet is attempted
below is only a brief sur-
vey ard pot an evalwatien
of ssme of Ceylon's Tamil
trapslafion works from
Tamil to Englieh.

Perhaps the earliest
knewn trenslaetion of clas-
gical Tamil in Ceylon was
dongs by Rev. Hoisinghon
who rendered the Biva=
gusnapetbam, Tattuva
Kaddalal and Sivapira—
kesam into Rnglish in
I1884 But since this sur-
vey confines iteelf only io
Ceylenese translabers it
wenld be irrclevant fto
discuss them here, In this
brisf survey Rev. Issac

Teachers’ Associations Team
Up in United Form

A new era for toachsra has dawnmed, as every

other profession is

now being

led into sach

immovation, The kappy unfon has been forged in
the Northerm City by the Unions deciding at
geparate meetings that the merger was both essen-
tial and exemplary. The All Ceylon Tamil Teashers’
Upion asd the Govt, Schoole Tamil Teackers’ Union
have thus ended separate administretion amd have
combined to create s new Unpion to reflect the views
of the Tamil Unit of the teaching professon.

The imangural function
will be held tomorrow at
the now famous Veerasin-
gam Hall with Mr, R
Bhaskaralingam, Deputy
Senior Secretary to the

Ministry of Hduostion ee

Chief Guest, Mr T. Ma-
nikkavasagar, Direstor of
tdueation, Jaffoa will
deliver the special address,
Leading eductionists also
will gpeak at the meeting.

The Teaching Profeasion

“tions would be at the least;

Thambiak’s translation of
Sage Thayumaopavar de-
gerves to be mentioned
fizet, The work entitled
Pealms of a Baive Saint is
the rusult of 15 years of
study. I% comprises ren-
derings of 336 psalma,

*“Poetry Bir, cannot he
translated” declared Dr.
Johrson. * It were as wise
to caat & violet inko & oro-
cible that yom might dis-
cover the principle of i
coleur and —cdser
fio trapsfuse from one lan:
guage into another G&he
crestion of a poek” obeer-
vad Shelley. These and
other eimilar caationary
comments however have
oot deterred sgholars from
tzanslatimg postic works.
For they bave bsen dons
in the hops that transia-

an echo of tho eriginal and
thershy preve walnable
Rev. Issne Thambiah oo
munst beve beem motivated
by this ides in undertak-
ing this stupendous task.
Ha thought it best to ren=
der the verses of Thayo-
mesnavar into Hoglish
vorse. Most of the postic
renderings dome in the
18th Centary happened ke
be a dressing of oriental
thought in Hoglish garb.
In rendering oriental verse
loto English the tranalat-
orz adopted the Hoglish
metre and rhyme., Baol
Rev. I. Thambiah broke
away from tradition to de-

has set principles and
ideals. It iz but fitting
that teschers in Tamil
gehools shounld get to
gether in one grand aAg-
gembly having these nobie
ideals and lepty thooghte
in perspective,

From ressarch to re-
formed teachers' anlom ie
a oredit dus to the

vise s ngw form, whersin
he used the inital rhyme
@8 in most of the Tamil
poetic forms, inatead of
the termlpal rhymes. It
would st this joncture be
quiet aph to allow the
translator to spesk for
himsalf, regarding the use
of form. “How far the
English in the following
pages hus suscesded iz
producing &
the

sists om verse being not
verss if it i8 pot troghaio
or iambic is welecome to
hug that delusion. The ex=
periment of initial thymes
nesd not jsr npon ears
used ke terminal rhymes.
They have only to treatb
the stavze sz blank verse.
Varities of syllabio
arrangemente have been
attemptad bot not one of
4bem ia gonstrocted on any
basis of dsfismoe of rules”.

As a Christian engaged
in the translation of a
Saiva Mystie work he is
beset with the doubt that
bis porport might be mis-
construed and therefore
he concludes his intre-
ducsien with an apelogia
to ward off any wrong
imprsssion as to hig Chris-
tian leanings and to safes
guard the translator
against any possible charge
of confusion of Siddhanta
thoughts with Christian
esgentiala. Here iz a speoi-
men of translaticn:

Him the shermal one bsintless
the haliens
who has no fashkion or form

Lim wos yeb lineamand, ill-lesn
aushsining all

Pepiost, the farand the mear;

Limitiess {lame in the fuliness
of things

Bpirit trsmasending sense,

) spesd

[mmanent made mainfest in

bliss, peerless one

renowned Veerasinghsm
Hsll.

(Ower to pagn 8
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Transport System in the Present
Trying Situation

e i

The Middle East in its controversy with the
Big Powers has a3 a retaliatory messure made such
a sweeping incresse in the price of its oil producty
there 88 to disturb the economic equilibrium of

almost every country, big or gemall and cause
malti-faced orisis. As & result, our coumtry, alway~
in the good books of these oil-produciug States of
the Middle East, aleo has been suddenly shaken
in its already affeoted economic struoture. The
inhabitants of this Island, have been, of late, called
npon to bear burden upon barden owing to the
escalation of prices of various commodities in the
world in general. The last set-back was only the
previous year when the price of rice bad shot up
- ng all including the affiuent and the
S B ze 5oof ~rice  the
comm has mow to roam all over the ares
using, of course, the publie transport system. To
him the news of the doubling of the price of
petrol and diesel oil eame ss a thumder bolt, for
he feels that even the one convenient mode o
transport will have to be made less available.

No one gan blame the Authorities if the fares
| for the C, T. B, travel and the journey by rail
| pave to be incressed. But when it iz a case of
increasing the fares and decressing the chances
| of avsilability of transport the impact becomes
| apbearable. What then can the Authorities do to
1 afford relief to the travelling public? That the
| Government shonld arrange for the irreduoible
minimum of facilities for people to travel abount
| for the limited purposes of their official occupa-
| tional apnd household needs, we need not take
" paing to explain In the present economieally pre-
carious position, the most generous move of the
Government should provide sufficient modes of
transpors,

The changing world has acknowleded one fact
namely, that the old order which had changed for
the new, should now be welcomed back. If the
soonomically powerful nations like Amerioa have
besn induced to use the carrisge and the horse
why shonld not our couniry return to the
age of the bullock - cart and the steam - worked
train.  Bioyeles ard  bullock carts will be
able to easen the pressure im  the rural
areas; the steam propelled train can likewice
statisfy the short services betweemn near by towns.

For instance in the Northern rsgion the bulk of!

the flew of traffic to the City cen be di

the Railway. Officers who have to att::étﬁ;lh:ﬁ-
duties in Governmenf lestitutions and Uorpamtiaﬁa
will find this edditional service a very ralieving
factor. Confusion in the economic conditions ehonld
not be allowed to become worse confounded
Every poseible assistance must be given b th:;
Government to provide relief measures aso t.bj;t. th
public can while helping the country reccver 31;3
seonomic stability by producing more artjoles —o?
food and necessaries of life, make gure of ‘t.h‘
snevival to do their dnty of nationg)l parvies =4

‘ Authorities Must ‘

Assure Order

Law and order have to
mointained. That ie the
ander-lying priosiple of
soyernmental sathority.
But if in the procersof
keaping 18w and ex’eor the
aommen people who are ne
in any way involved in die-
orderlinges ara gubjeoted to
persegution them tha pur-
pess of & good govern-
ment wonld be lest.

It iz now amopepted on
all sides that an indepen=
deni spd impartial ergui-
ry into the unfortunate
incidents of January 10th
should be held at the
earliest The Sonerinten-
dent of Polise, Jaffoa is
reported to bave instrust-
»d his Foree not to behave
in & provocstive mavoner
with ke pnblic, The Go-
vernment Agent oi this
Diatriet has slao called for
calm snd order. Pslitiosl
parties of all gompl x'638
have demamded tbe ap-
pointwent of » Committes
tn beld investigations i to
the recent happemiigs
Thus it has begomea noces-
gary that the ordinary
people who have th*ir own
problems of ecobomis
bordens shonld beasaared
of free movements in con
pection with their orou-
pations, trade and o'her
voeationsl aetivities. They
should be sllowed ths
eass to oentrlbute to the

RELIEF MEASURES

Inaugurated by Foreign
Research Scholars

Merosntils Hstablishment
or in a p:ivate imstitution;
he does geveral other
works during his off hours
All zuch activities excepl
those relating to enter.
tainments, . amuosemenis,
aund and mDnecessary per-
sonal purspite, have &
direot bearing on ‘li-ing’.
Therefore such activities
gsnnet be given up; they
can only be curtailed For
these porposes are the
bours during the week as
preeently comstituted be-
yopa 4-16 p.m. sufficient?

The guestion of go-or-
dination of working hours
in every sphere reguires
attsntion, All that is re.

The familisa that have
been meroilessly struok by
the tragio deaths of nime
persone on the final dey
of the [. &. T. B. Confer-
enoe muost be sustained by
the people. This was the
the opinion of she Re-
gesrch  Scholers from
foreign countries,

The peopls will be ourly
too ready and willing to
comeolg these unfortunate
families by ooncrete an'il
appropriate aid., Here is
2 national dieaster and the
pation muet riee 0 8
man to help the families
in distress withont diseuns-
sing the gueation in any
sgpeot, Contribution to
the sRl ef Fuond is then

a duty. guired is the need for
e — e?ull_lsion ot firrolons waste

N s of time.

ew Working Hours The saaotherities will

and Newer Problems|therefore, do well to pubs

lish & go.erdinated time
table of working hours,
along with the revised
time of trapsport are
rasgements #o that shops
aleo oan rearrange their
working honrs to suit all
nongernad.

The working day hese
become weaker im relalien
to the week, having come
down from eleven four-
sgentbe to sen fourteenthe
‘hoogh the ocontent of
working hoors has nob
been unduly affected. But
the sage=old arrapgsment
of more unofficial work
being conducied daring

FEr iy e

Mannar

orgation of a compleke
oalm

The statement of Mr.
Apore Bandarspayake, a
very responsible politigal
leader, theti the CGovern
ment should immediately
take pepeesary akeps (0
order & puklic inquiry to
be held is evidercs of the
fagt that no one wants th's
to be side-tracked. The
loga of bpine livea in ftra-
gic  giroumstancee i
certainly & matter of
eoncern for the whole
coantry, The full circums-
tances in which the bra
grdy ocenrred must be
obtained, analysrd and lo
gieal and legal conciusionr
arrived at for appropri-
ate agtion by the Autho-
rities. That is our prayer.
To work towards this end,
the people must be =as-
sured of foll freedom from
fear,

Kundesalai Saiva |
Samaya Apiviruthi

Sabhai

Thia Babhai {2 doiug ues-
ful religions work at Eun-
dagalai. It had establighe
ed a Baiva temple adjnin-
ing the Eomdasalai Agri-
cultoral 8chool. Poojahs
and other cersmomnies are
conducted there regularly.
The Sabhai has organised
religiona classes for which
it is receiving grants from
the Hinda Cultural Affairs

the week-ond saems §o be
in dsnger ol an munndue
upect for thesimple reason
that no individoal eap
afford to reman indoors
from the evening of Fri-
day to the early hoars
of the following Monday.
Man does not do office
work alone be i¢ in a
Government office cr in
a (Corporation or in &

Bye Election

The Thamil Arasu Kada
ohehi has nominatad Mr.
Joha Mark as its nomines
to contest the by-slection
in Manpar THlectorate
cauged by the passing
away of Mr. V- A. Alaga:
kone,

FOUNDERS OF MODERN CEYLON
( BRI LANEA )

EMINENT TAMILS

VOLI PARTS I &Il

b
E": J-IUTTUUC'M.&RASWA;Y B.A, M.R.A.8, (O.B)
Tenchsy, Poreat Hill Bshool, London E, E, 23
and
Author of “8r Le Sei Arumugs Navalar,
A Bicgraphisel Stady of C. W Thamotha
rampillai,” “Tamil Sages and Seers of Cey-
lon*”’, Threa Dramee of Tagore in Tamil
“Red Clennders'’ by Tegore in Tamil with
Forewerds from Dr. H. W, Thambish and De.
8. Vithiananthas, President I. T. R, A, (C. B.)

These books are available at the Confarenge
Exhibition Stall ard at all Book Depots,
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UMA SIVA PATHIPPAKAM

561, Kasturiar Road, Jaffna
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EMR\!A_R_KE_IN THE HISTORY OF

Tamil Literature In Ceylon

( Oentinusd from last insue ;

Period of Lierary
Revival

There was a great liter
ary revival in Coylon with
the dawn of the minetsenth
century. It will be nesful
§0 analyse the factors that
led to this revival One
factor was the chapge in
administration. Ths Bri-
tish copgnered the mari-
tim= provinces of Ceylon

in 1796 and brought about

a fre ratmosphgre in the
ponntry. Unlike the Portu-
gurse and the Dateh the
Brivich did not interfere
in the religious and sooial
life of the pecple The
foundation laid by soho-
lars like Sinnathamby Pu-
lavar and Kulapkai Tam
biran bore fruit in Ghe
early nipeteenth esntury

A pumber of Christisn
Missionary bodies opened
gchoolsg im different
psrts of Jaffna wikh
the purpose of spras-
ding Chiristianity. Some
of the stod-pts, turped
out by these miesionary
bodies became eminent
scholars.

___The most eminent scho-

\%r: of the early pineteen-|
thoentury was Senathiraja

Madsliar. He hailed from
a distinguished family of
Iropalai aod learped
Tamil wunder Kalankai
Tambiran, Later he guali-
fied a8 8 proctor and
pragtised his profeseion in
the Jaffna District Court.
He was o poet of Do mean
order and was the anthor
of Nailai Venba. He
taught Tamil t0 a nomber
of students, the most dis-
tingoished of whom was
Arumugs Navalar.

Another scholar of this
period was Saravanamatto
Pulsvar who was a pupil
of Senathiraja Muodaliar
and like his teacher he
had the dstioction of
having Arumugs Navalar
a8 his pupil. He was a
follower of the Vedanta
School of philosnphy and
wrote two books— Vedanta
Buamjoti sod Atmabods
Prakasiksi He parried oo
a controversy with Kala-
thur Vedagiri Muodaliar
of touth India in the
columps of the *Moerning
Star”,

Before we go farther
into the history of Jaffoa
scholars it ie negessary to
pay some atfention &0
Simon Cagis Chitty, th-
author of Tam:! Plutaroh,
Bimon Casie Chetty was
born at Ealpitya in the
Puttalam District in 807
snd geiped proficiency in

L}

8: AMBIRKAIPAKAN B, A,

Tamil, Sapskrit, Arabio
and Hebrew in addition te
& mastery of the Eoglish
langoage He held many
poste under Government
and was Distriot Judge of
Pattalam when he died,
He wae & member of the
Ceylon Legislative Counoil
from 1838 to 18125, He
made lesroed contribo.
tione to the Journbals of
the Rnyal Asintie Society
of Great Britain and
Ireland and of Ceylon
daling with the histery
and eulture of the Tamils
His most important work
lamil Plutargh, was paob-
lished in 18569, It waga
pioneering work and the
first work to be published
dasling with Tamil poets
He had to write this book
at a time when acgessto
books and manusaripts was
most difficult and when
most of the books were
aot poblished. This is
what he says abouot the
difficulties he had to face
in his preface to the hook -

*It had long been my
inteotion to offer tc the
pablie an Bmogoant of
the lives of our poets,
but the difficalties
which fresented them-
gelves in proguring ms-
terials for the work
owing to the ab-ence
of biographical records
in Tamil either ancient
or modern, was more
than 1 bad calonlated
upon. I almost resolved
to give op the poder-
takiog in despair. Find-
ing however that the
traditions current amon
the people osrefolly
collected and fsorupu-
1usly detached from
fistitions and ornamen-
tai additions such as
oriental imagination de-
lights in, would sfford
the des.red informatioon.
I wae induced to direot
my atteotion to that
gource of kpowledge,
and the result with all
ita impariections is now
before the publig.”

The mozt outstanding
literary figure in the ning
teenth centory not only
in Ceylon but also in South
Iodia was Arumuge Nava'
lar of whom we bad men
tioned earlier He was born
on the Ist of Degember
1822 at Nallur, Jaffnn
His father Kanthapillsi
wis 8 dramatbist and muosi
cian. He started bis edo-
gatiop in a pial sohool
and in his twelfth year
was admftted to Wealeyan
#rhool, later kpown a8
Jatina Central College.

While studyiog English
at the Wesleyan School,

he studied Tamil wunder
Senathirajn Mudaliar angd
Baravanemuthu  Pulavar
He was euch an avid
student that no teagher
could keep pace with him.
[t is sald that most of
the etudies he did by
himgelf,

In 1841, he became a
teagher abt Jaffona Central
College teaching Tamil to
tha higher olasses and
Bnglish to the lower classes
Later he begame a Pandit
to Rev. Percival who was
then Primeipal of Jaffga
Central College. By the
sge of twenty-three he
bhad cempleted his educe-
tion. He had m»estered
the Tamil Laognsge and
gained oompetence ip
Sanskrit and Eogligh,

While yet a teacher at
Jaffoa Cemtral College he
collected & number of
intslligert and promising
students and gave them
free education in the mor
nings and evenings. Beme
of bis students were Ba-
thagivam Pillai, sAramu
kam Pillai, Kssivasi Sen-
thinatha Iyer, Ponambala
Pillai and Kailasapillai.

The chief work Navalar
did when he was Pandit
to Rev. Pergival was to
assisf him in the trans
lation of the Bihle. The
oontroversy over the tran
slatlon took him to Mad
ras, where his translation
was acolasimed by oom-
petent scholars like Mala-
vai Mahalings Iyer as
superior to the transla-
ticn done in Sonth India.

In 1848, he resigned
his post under Rev
Percival and devoted his
full time te religious and

time his fame as an
orator and schoiar had
reached Sovth India and
when he went there in
1849 to buy a printing

was con.erred on him.

He established the Sai
ve Prakasa Vidyasalai ab
Vamuarpoonai in 1848 and
another at Chidambaram
in 1884, Followirg bis
example, others started
Hindu Sohoole in different
parts of Jaffna. When the
schools  were  started,
there was an urgent nead
for books to be used therg.
Navalar m*t th e need by
writing the Ist, 2od and
4th readers. These readers
were well received
Ceylon and South India

aod egtablished bie fame

A8 8 proge writar.

The first books edited
by him were Chudamani
Nikando and Soundariya
Labari with s gommen-
tary. Next he wrote and
p_ublisbed the prose ver-
sion of Periapurapam By
1858, he had establiahed
a Printing press in Madras
and at the request of
Ponnusamy Devar he sdi-
ted and published Tirn-
kovaiyar and Tirnkkoral
with comment arigs
Following these he sdited
and published Sethupura-

of Maddnvil wag another
stadent of Navalar and
and after hia passing away
he coatinued his stodies
under Ponnambala Pillai
He has writtsn mapy
cemmentaries the mosb
important of them being
his commentary on Tirns
vathavoorAdikal Poranam.
Beonaues of the exoallence
of his commentaries he was
known as Uraiasirisr. Ha
was the headmaster of Na-
valar Saiva Vidyasalai at
Chidambaram for somes
time.

literary activitics. By thig

apd the title of Navalar

nam, Ilakkapa Vilakkam,
Tholkappia Sutra Vitnthi,
[lakkis Kottu, Kantha-
Koilpurana Ural and Saiva
Samesya Neri. Ho is said
%0 have published abont
seventy books, some of
which were written by
him and others were sdited
by him. Though he was
an ardent Baiva propagan-
dist aod attacked other
religlonists when  the
oocasion demanded he did
oot allow his religious
zeal to interfere with his
iiterary activities. Hs bad
apnounced his intention
to poblish Choplamnny-
add Chilapathikaram, beth
Jain olassics.

Batticotta Seminary

The ' tounding of the
Batticotta Seminary in
18'23_ by the American
Missionaries is awokther
land mark in the history
of Tamil Literature in
Ceylon. Though the foun-
ders of the Battlootts
Seminary dacided to have
English as the medinm
of instrustion, wupiike
their counterparts  at
Serampore in Baogsl, they
decided to give am impor-
tant place ko the study
of Tamil Langnage and
Literature in the gorri-
oulum. This iz what ia

; ssid in the objectives
He passed away in 1879|published on Margh 4,
and if may be said with-| 1823,

ont fear of contradiotion
that in his time hs had
oo eqoal as an  Orator,
Editor or Prose Writer in
the whole of the Tamil
speaking world.

“Another objest is tha
onltivation of Tamil
literatura, To maintain

d degree of respect

'f.sn'l it is
understand their Jiterature.
The Tamil lika the Sans.

Of Navalar's students,
Bathagivampillal contin-
ugd the publication of
works gtarted by his tea-
sher; Aromugsmpillai
went to Iodis, joined the
Tiruvannawala) Athernam
and wrote a commenpfary
on Periapuranam which is
held in high esteem even
today; Kaeivasi Senthi-
natba Iyer who was equal-
ly well-versed in Tamil
and Sapskrit wrote 8 nom-
ber of books on religions
topics The most important
work of his was the trans
lation of Neelakenda Ba
sham on the Brahmasutras
god this has brought him
uudying fame &8 a 8cho
lar3%,

is an original and - perfect
languags, and in itself
highly worthy of oultiva-
tion. The higher peetic
Temil iz however, wery
difficult of acquisition
and requires all the aids
which the oollege is de-
signed to fournish. The
Puraoas and all the more
common sacred bosks are
to be feund translated
inte bigh Tamil in which
they are read in. the
temples, and it is parbi-
cularly desirable that 8. me
at least, if not all, of
those who, ere set for
the defence, er employed
in the propagation of the

press, he was received) hg most brilliant of Gos 1 1

H pel, should be able to
by_ i g 'Of the|his students was bis me: read and understand them,
Thiravevadudurai  Mutt

phew Vidwa Siromani N,
Pounambala Pillai. He was
keen student of Tamil
classicd like Chinthamani,
Kamba Ramayanam, Kao-
tha Poranam and Peria
Puranam. His exposifion
o1 the classics bronght out
the beauties oconfained in

The objeotives alspem-
phasised the wueed for
training youog meno in
the art of Tamil compo=
gition so thab they may
put sorose modern ideas
in their own I[anguage.
¢'To raige op:; i‘vharafsru',
e

them in such an attractive
manper that a number of
students from Ceylon snd
Inda came So sbody them
upder him, He had a sweet
voice and an attractive
personslity. Whenever he
‘want to the temples &0
| psrficipate in Puranapad-

in apam, large orowds gath-isid to the intereats

gred to ligten to him??
| Veloppillsi Upatbysyar

and gualify & class of
pative santhers  whose
minds being enriched by
Scienge may be cspable
pot enly of embedying
Huropsan idess, but of
putting them into hand-
gome native dress, mush
bs rendering imporla::

(Over to page 8 )
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The anthor kas tried his
best to aapbure the spirit
of Thayomsanavar’'s poems,
He appears o have si_al_no
rately worked on danm.nn
pew forme with var!ad
syliabic arrangements with
a view ko carrying us as far
a8 possible the cadence of
the original verses. In this
attempt cne is Inclined to
say that be has machanis-
ed yerae. In Bev, Tham-
‘biah's translation wa ses
no more of a technician at
work thaoa poet.

‘As has been mentioned
in Dr. Issac Thambiah's
introduction to his trans-
lation of the Pralma of a
Baiva Saint, soms stanzas
of Thayumensver had
been aiready translated
by the great savant Sir, P.
Arunachalem. Sufflag it to

ik

o

8ir Muthoooomaraswamy,
& maternal umcle of Sir |,
Ramanatham,
the Tami] olaswic Harioh:
andra into English prese
in the form of drama. He
dedicatad
Vigtoria, under whose pet-
ronage it wasstaged.at the
Reyal Conrt and the anth-
or himgelf played the role
of Harichandra: Im pre.
senting the drama to the
English spesking world,
the author’s intenticn was
to deliver an sxosllient key
10 the paculinritics of the
pational tone ef thought
Hig version is an attempt
to reproducain an English
garh not only the' psouli-
erities of [ndian thought
but also the simuositiss
and eccentricities of Indi

an gentiences. Theauther’s
attempt to ehape the En-
quote &ir C. P, R_'am_as&m'yfglish sentence in the Ip-
lyer's words appesring in dian pattern wae a depar-
his introduction to Studies ture from the traditional
#nd Translations, to show form. This wss indesd g
the anthor’s accomplish- |dlﬁieuib task. The sauthor

trapslaled

(Queon

ments a8 a translator. Says had to evolve with much
8ir 0. P. Ramasamy Iyer:'effort a personal critioal

“The task of transistiom
is inexpressibly difficuls
and no higher praise can
giveo thanto say that
% 1nashalam’s
iy o

i the Iermal
the priginal’.
Besides Thayumanavar's
Psalms Sir P. Arunacha-
lam undertook and socom-
plished the transiation of
Thiremurvkatta ppadai
and some stanzas from
Kanthapuranam, Kallad-
am and Tirnkkovaiyar,
A stanza from Kanthapu.
ranam end his translation
ig given helow::
Ssryad QpGumrd @part
] L0 il s
YW ST syenfiaih
FIT 1B o
@YW wait Ferm s Ggirwy
Qs i) Cow i
Qg e 3 ahsQsumn
] arayerid wrer Qs
“"Highland maid of Eorava
elan, wonld
pool in
whioh thoun
bathest, fhs perfumed
sngngunte thou
ussst; the flowers thon
woarest”

that I ware the

This is of course a free
rendering of the stanza,
Hadowed with & fine liter
ary sense and sympathetic

rendering it literally woudl

- {mark in

rexders

il engire
msight he koew well H:.&I:-‘ prose
(18]

Eithisal

®rer gl @yr g Qois wel@urgy 2144

Carsrgrenp mrs Grsia @™ palor guliasd
Alermmpe mpews Gergaa B0 pers Bomeiof
Cerrmalars wom #8 dwirga aas

Prinied and published by
Pavipalans Babksl; Jafins,
Proms, 4650 ¥ K. ]

en Friday Jannwry 13, 1974
Epiror.15-Origy R,

I men

ebandard that al'owed an
adeguate appreciation of
twe differemt literatares,

Eplgrams of

Auveiyar is another land-
the histery of
|trans=iated literatmre. This

work gomprises the trans-
latlon of

Aathi Boodi,

It

T o
Ll T

wila
Bibhars.

Belva

N. BivarigaR Agam

Konrai Venthan asd Moo-
thural. In the introduct-
ion Sri Kantha, the auth-
or, tells us that his trams-
lation i8 a reproduction of
some of the renderings by
Western Scholars like Far-
givsl. Rebirron and Strait
with alteration here and
there.
Ancther beantiful trams-
lation of Dr, Sri Kantha
is Ativeera Rama Pandya’s
‘Kokoham',
that this was meant for
private cirgulation
was therefore not publi-
shed. The translation is
not literal, for his aim was
to convey thea meaning of
the stanzag ip langusge
intelligible o the English
Though like »
humbie scholar he fays,
“‘the translstion gertainly |
has defcets,” the following
example will show the po

lishad artist in him. Thel
tranglation ja

appears

and

iiz]
Conld Etundy [

the Propristors; ke Baive
o) bheip

Prakass
and Vermarponnal, Jrflas

the G, C. B, (A, L) Exza-
mination of April 1874
has been eztended
Januvary 20, 1974,

to

sares drived from the
humian currenis that
flew threugh syary form
of the human body and
procesd o perform the
sports of love, the pase-
lom of women aounld be
satisfied so thorsughly
$het they wonld melt
like a atatus of Chan-
drakantha moonstone
when exzpossd to tha
rays of the moon.

It is rather unfortunate
that this boslk has ®ot been
publighed.

This survey does not
pratend to ba axhaustive.
Heveral other aspirants
and their works in the
field of translatiom desgrys
discnssisn., The contribu-
tion of nen-Ceylonese ea-
pesially to the Missiemary
people to Hnglish liters-
tare throogh thair Seampe
lations is in no way infe
rior to that of their *“Coy-
lenese gsunterparts,”’

jectives  he

the art of Chandraksala.iNanmool. Not omly ware
whieh teaches the plea-{ths sbudents seught Ta-
systematioally
gerie  missionariese

mil

Revarend
learnt Tamil.

prakszam and

gophy in the

to make a

produeca

tharampillai,

known editor of Tamil

learniug and @hristianisy.””
ip keeping with she ob-

Tamall classics wara aysbe-
waobieslly tsught Soands

Paranss, N?datnm Tamil
Bharatham, Tiznkural
Tetbove Esitala! amd

singbon who was Prineipal
of ke Beminary frem 1836.
1841 soeuired such prefie
cleney in Tamil and Saiva
Siddanthka Philoserhy thag
he was able te tramslate
Blvagnans Bobham, Biva.

talai fnto Moglash,
Another good featurg of
tha teaching at the Semi-
Dary was tha inoclusisn of
ths Todian systems of Ans
tronamy, Legic and Philg-

and this enabled students
oomparative
study ef Eastern and Wes-
tern system of knowledge.
It is then no wonder that
the Semiwary was able to
sush
geholars like C W. Thamo—

{ 'rom page 7)

follawing

but
ﬂ.’z‘&:
Hoisinghon
Rev. Hoi-

tharampillai

Tatva Kat-

Wag8 an

Tamil

eurriculum

palai.

eminemt |shane

the

well-

lai

_ Janoamy i1, 1974

Tamil Literature in ..

laseios of whom we ghall
shudy later, Wyman Ca-
thiravespillaithe compiler
of $he Tamil Dicsiomary
published by the Madurai
Bangem, Neving
Chindsmbarapillai ths su-
shor of 2 beok om logig in
Tamil amd J. K. Arnold,
the author of Tamil Pula-
ver Theapam)

It is preper that at shis
atage we consider the lifg
and work of C. W, Thamo-
the
product sf the
Thamosharampj
born at the smal]
of Sirupiddy in Jaffns on
Bep¥smbar 12 1832,

He bad his early gducs-
¥ion under his father who
Imspegtor
Scheole and then studied
under Mushgep-
marsswamy Kavirayar of
Chunpakam Wishing
kave an English Bdpeation
ke joined the American
Miasion Scheol at

finest
Seminary.

wae
village

of

to

Tellip-

It was frem thare
shat ke joined the RBasti-
cotta Seminary im 1834
about which we had ma3n-
tiomed eariier.

g0 wall
studies that he was ea'led
“Pandit” by his sescharg,

( Te be comtianed )

There he
in his
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