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Manipay Church

At the Annual Northern Pro-
vines Bible Quiz Compstition, or-
ganised by the Y MCAs of Jaffoa

and Colombo the Manipay Church
cima first in  the uwader — 16
group. The team consisted of

Suresh Navanesarajih ([ Leader)
Sanjay Niles, Priyanthy Appathu-
rai and Jaffry Mather.

At the Final held at Carey
College, Calomba, Jeffey Mather
was awarded a certificate and a
Senior Consolation Prize of a
Book gift voucher.
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Church News from Abroad

i
* The Nestorian Tablet of China” in
Geneva

Visitors to the World Coun-
cil of Churches Geneva will in
future the reminded of the Church
in China by the presence of a
rubbing from the Nesturian Tab.
let.

The tablet (A.D. 781) re-
cords the arrival of the Nestorian
Priest, Alopen from Syria in AD
635. It gives a brief history of
the Nestorian Christians in China
from AD 635 to 78| nearly 150

lived in Persia, Syria apd India
contributed much to the spread
of Christianity in Asia. It was
by the work of this sect that the
Gospel first penetrated China about
the year AD 635.

In 845, together with Bud-
dhism Christianity was banned by
the Emperor Wu Tsuog of the
T'ang Dynasty. The tablet was
hidden by Christians during this
period and accidentally discovered
during excavations by workmen
in 1625.

Winburn T. Thomas, who was

one of the main speakers at the
EACC Constituting Assembly at
Propat (1957) and at the First
Assembly at Kuala Lumpur died
in Bangladesh last year.

He was responsible, along
with Harvey Perkins for the re-
port of the Prapat Assembly. He
was also the author of " Protes-
tant Begionings in Japan" (1959).

He retired in 1971 and work-
ed in Bangladesh as a represen-
tative of the Iaoternational Volun-
tary Services. He received the
Sigaificant  Achievement Award
from Rotary International in 1977,

Golden Anniversary

My. and Mrs, S, Thambithu-
rai celebrated their Golden Wed-
ding Anniversary on 31-5-82 at
St, John's Caurch, Chuadiculi.
Later they were 'at home' to
their friends ralations and well-
wishers at the hall of 5t John's
College where they had taught for
many vyears. Mr. Thambithurai,
now 79 still helps in the Church
gervice. He was warden of the
Church earlier.

Sri Lankans in Canada

Accordiog to Sri Lankan pro-
file, out of Canadi’s six million
immigrant population, ten thousand
are Sri Lankans (the population of
Canada is 24 million). The Sri
Lankans in Canada are scattered
mainly in Montreal, Vancouver,
Ottawa Toronto and Calgary.

In Toronto live an estimated
3000 Sri Lankans.

According to
Appathurai, now resident in To-
ronte S5ri Lapkan emigration in
Canada took place in five phases.
Immigration was at its peak dur-
ing the fourth phase (1973—1975).

Mr. Edward

Mr. Appathurai a  political
scientist was an early Sri Lan-
kan immigrant in Toronte. He
had his early education at Jaffna
College Vaddukoddai where his
father and mother (Mr, and Mrs.
Appathurai) were teachers.

Sri Lankans in Canada are
regarded as “a well adjusted
group” capable of adopting them-
selves to Canada’s multi-cultural
and multi-racial philosophy.

Oxford Union President

Molhamed Hilal Idvoos Noor-
deen, an old boy of St Thomasg
College, Mount Lavinia has been
elected President of the presti-
gious Oxford Union, He is the
third Sri Lankan to hold the office.
The others are Minidter of Trade
and Shipping, Mr. Lalith Athulath-
mudali and Mr, Lakshman Kadir-
gamar,

Former Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka, Mr, S, W. R. D. Bandara-
nayake was Secretary of the
Union.

Inter-5chool Shakespeare
Competition

My, Justice Percy Colin Thome
and Mrs, Tnome will be the Chief
Guests at the finals of the above
competition to be held at Ladies
College Hall tomorraw (19 6-82).

The Judges are Mr. Doric de
Souza, Mrs. Margaret Gunparatne
and Dr., (Mrs.) Sirome Fernando.
In addition to the awards pre-

ted in the past,

At Rest

Mrs. Than garatnam Stephen

The th d in C
: 8687 of Mrs. Thicea
nam Stephen, (78) — a Senior mem-
ber of the Uduvil Church of the
J.D.C.S.1. — mother of Dr. A.J.
Stephen, Thoracic Sergeon, General
Hospital, Colombo, Victor Ariarat-
nam, Railway, Maho and the late
Balachandran Stephen of Jaffna
College.

The Funeral Service was held
at her residence at Udavil on
10-6-82 at 4 p. m. Rev. N. W. G.
Sugunarajah officiated. Associated
with him were Cauwon V. D, Sa-
thianadhan and Rev, D. R, Am-
balavanar who preached the ser-
mon. Mrs. A. R. Thampiappah paid
a tribute to the life and work of
Mrs. Stephen, partieularly to her
involvement in the life of the
Uduvil Church for well over four
decades. There was hardly a
facet of Church activity in which
she did not display her commit-
ment.

The remains were interred at
tne Uduvil Church Burial grounds.

Mrs. Tharmaputhiri Rajaratnam

We are sorry to record the
death which occured on 8:6 82 at
Vellaore Hospital of Mrs. Tharma-
puthiri Rajaratnam, wife of the
late Mr. M. Rajaratnam, (former
Assistant Commissioner of Hous-
ing, Jaffoa). The remains were
cremated at Vellore and the ashes
were buried at the South Erlalai
Church burial grounds on Sunday
13-6-82. Rev. D. R, Ambalavanar
officiated, assisted by Rev. A. V.,
Jesuthason.

She leaves behind three daugh-
ters Mrs. Rohini Thavabalachan-
dran, Rathini and Rubini ( Vel
lore CMC) two sons Rohan and
Rajan (UK) and her mother, Mrs.
William Joshua,

of Cdiambn

Shields will be awarded this year
to the Best Outstation Schools'.

T'he Compatition is przar
North and the
bo Central YMCA,

The Maduru Oya Project

The Canadian government has
given Sri Lanka an interest free
soft loan of Canadian 76 mil-
lion dollars to fund the Project,
It has also givea Canadian 88
millisa dallars for the purchase
engingering equipment,

The Rasident Eanginser is
Gorden T. Gullan wha is from
Crippea Interaatisnal Ltd. which
is working the Project in associa-

tion with four other Canadian
construction companies.
The Maduru Oya Project is

a Rs. 2000 million Projest which
the Eogineers hope to complete
by october or november this year.
The goverament hopes to deve-
lop 120,000 acres of” land in the
dry =zone which now remains
parched.

Leitér to the Edilor

Sir,
After reading about all the
violence that is happeaing in Jaff-
na I am reminded of those lines
that were said about the late Dr.
Albert Scheitzer of Africa.
' He remained coovinced to
very end of his life that
Lava
and
which master

the
Truth,
Maekness
qualities
lence.

Kindoess are the
all vio-

Yours sincerely
Dr. J. R. WiLsoN,
2, Flower Road
Colombo 7.

Subscription

Inland: Rs. 35/- per year.
Single itsues are availabla At
the Varany Mission SALES
CENTRE, Model Market, Juffoa
at Re, 1/ per copy.
Apply 1o
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Advertisement

There are vacancies in the
Unified Mission Medical Serviee
for Trainees in Dispensary | La-
beratory Technology. Applicants
should have passed the @, C. E,
(0.L.) with eredits: in three Seci-
ence subjects and be helow 25

years of age. Preference for
G.C.E. (A L) candidates.
Apply to the Medical Supe.

rintendent, Green Memarial Hoe-
pital Manipay, on or before 15.7-82.

Advertisement

There is a vacancy for an
Overseer in the Unifiad Mission
Medical Service. Preference for
G C.E (0.L) candidate with
experience in check roll work apd
labour management, Knowledge
of building mapagement and elec-
trical work would be add:d ad.
vantage.

Apply to the Medical Supe-
rintendent, Green Memorial Hos-
pital, Manipay on or before 15-7.82,

Compensation for
May — June lﬂﬁi—- Victims

o

migsion

appointed by President

Jeyawardene to report on com-

pansating victim of the race-riots
in Jaffna in May — June 1981,
(just prior to the Jaffua DDC
Eletions ), has recommended &
total payment of Rs. 22.6 million
of which Rs, 10.2 million will ba
for the Jaffoa Public Library,

The sum of Rs. 12.4 millien
to those who suffered losses by
way of their shops or houses burnt
down will scon be paid to the
victims, according to a report
from the Presedential Secretariat.

Education

Mr. A. Sinnathamby of Jaff.
na Central College and Mr. 4. K.
Kulasekaram of Nadeswara Cal-
lege have been selected by the
Education Service Commission, on
the results of a compatitive Exa_-
mination, as Education Officiers
( English Unit ),

Mr. K. Rajanayagam, Edu.
cation Officer Jaffna has been ap-
pointed ''Core Principal” of the
Cluster school at Pupgudutiva
which hag been starled on BAmn
experimental basls. The Circuit
Education Officer at Pupgudutiva
will gontinue in that capacity.

A New Book

“'A Call to Vulnerable Dis-
cipleship " containing Six Bible
Studies, Saven Testimonies and
the D, T. Niles Memorial Lecturas
by Dr. C. S. Song and Bishop
Lakshman Wickremasiogh, (at the
7th CCA Assembly at Bangalore)
is now available,

-
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EDITORIAL : .
“The Contemporary Political Scene in Sri Lanka

Recent political trends in the country lead to a situation of grave
goncern. “

A centre-page report in the CDN (5-&8}2] under the tit.Ie [::k-
praved racism irks President ", exposes an episode of a Buddhist mkc!
of Getambe, [who holds a foreign post-graduate dlegree.l ma u]:lg
“an ipflammable and provocative speech” calling the head of the
government ‘a traiter’, at a mesting of the Bala Mandalaya,

While many Parliamentarians wrung their hands over the apiso.da
and strongly condemned the " unbuddhistic "’ remarks (.Jf the B.uddhtslt
monk, about the country's President, it was also disclosed Im this
context that some UNP politicians were present at the _meatmg and
made no attempt to stop the monk or counter his accusations, (CDN
5-6-82).

" Life", it is ssid, "is a series a blind dates, beyond .human
planning "'. Recent events in this country typi.fy thle complexity and
unpredictability of the pelitical situation bere in Sri Lanka today and
our costly dependence on what meets the eye.

While the ' Unity talks' which the TULF had with the govern-
ment and the recent decision taken by the Presidenlt to release ten.'!‘al?lil
political *detainees’, pointed to a profound feeling of reconciliation
‘between the two communities in the islla.nd. the atmo?lphere has been
vlﬁat&ﬂ almost overnight, by the report of the parcel " bomb-menace
which ‘has claimed thres innocent lives and pressed a vuloeralbe
perve in those who have chosen the eommunal cry as a focal point
for their campaigns.

It would of course be too naive to conclude at this early stage,
with any measure of certainty that the ‘bomb-menace®' which, to all
appearances, originated in the North marks a resurgence of 'terror-
ism' in another guise.

Political events in Sri Laoka do not often lend themselves to
such simplistic notions or ready-made conclusions.

In our considered view, it is desirable that certain guideposts be
established by the government and by our political leaders in their
‘assessment of the coutemporary political situation in Sri Lanka dur-
::i_ng election year.

Looking as a whole at the national situition in our country, five
main areas of crisis call for an objective consideration:

nprecedented upward spiral g the®cost of liviog, affecting
1 . wsne roer in the country has<thrown many below the
overty line. This is a stark reality *which has to be faced. There
hfe some 7% million people who get income support from food stamps,

More and more foreign capital is being pumped into our econo-
my. This has had a a beneficial effect on '“big business" and has
also found employment for many youog school drop outs, between the
ages of 10 and 19, They earn a living but they koow they have
no future because of their lack of educational qualifications or tech-
mical skill. A ready-made generation of people with no future is be-
ing bred oo the spot, :

The ' brutalisation" of our society (az seen in our cruel homi-
cides and frequent suicides) is a manifestation of the '’ neurosis of
the Asian context'.

The impact of the Left Political Parties in the country on the
total political process bas become negligible. One of the concerns ex-
pressed recently by the Christian Association in India of Peace with
Justice (CAIPJ) is the absence of a meaningful democratic opposi-
tion in national poalitics in the sub continent.

There is ‘mo c¢incensus of gpinioa amoag respansible sections of
the majority community in support of the major decisions taken by
the Cibinet in regard to the problems of the minorities.

In such a political social and economic coatext, all we can say
is to repeat with Pope Paul John Il what

be said in his message
to the 1982 World Day of Peace :—

"P_’e:ce can develop only where the elementary requirements of
justice are safe-gnarded,”

Memorial Scholarship In bries

The Handy Perinpanayagam
Commemmoration Society has de-
cided to set up a Memcrial Scho-
larship in the Faculty of Arts of
the Jaffua University to comme-
morate Mr. Handy Perippanaya-
gam's life and work as an edu-
cator and pational leader In the
country, AR

O  President Jeyawardene is
scheduled to visit the North in
August this year to ceremoni-
ously inaugurate the Kankesan-
thurai  harbour and the first
phase of the Cement Factory’s
Third Stags.

T'he sale of the Handy Perin-
panayagam Memorial Volume, co-
edited by -two his old students
Messrs A, S. Kanagaratoam and
N. Sabaratoam, would provide the
Bucleus for the Seholarship Fund

which would be augmented by
public donationa.

The Vice-Chancellor of the
Jaffna University is the Chairman
of the Trust and is empowered to
receive donations.

For the Record

Reconstructing the Jaffna Public Library
President and Prime Minister at Rotary Club Luncheon

The President recalled how
he used to slip into the Jalfna
library and read books while his
father, then Supreme Court Judge,
was presiding over fhe criminal
gessions there. ' That was around
1929, There were a fascinating
series of volumes dealing with
leaders of the Indian National
Movement. The stories of India’s
earlier heroes who preceded Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Nehru were
available in biographical form.

The President said that when
he was invited to that luocheon
he thought it would be the pro-
per occasion not only to purchase
books but also to help “the Jaffoa
Municipal Council to restore the
burnt down building. The Rotary
Club of Colombo West readily
agreed, He was sad when he
heard that the building was burnt
down and thought that some day
he would help it to be restored
to its former glory.

He was glad, he said that
the club had launched that fund
which would augment the Presi-
dent’s Fund of one million rupeas.

Prime Minister R, Premada-
sa said that was not only a wnigue
occasion when the leading politi-
cal figures of the country were
gathered round a luncheon table
but also a very significant one,
in that their purpose today was
the imauguration of a fund which
would undoubtedly promote and
sustain national unity.

He said: "If I were to ask
myself which of the challenges
we face as a nation was the most
important one. I would unhesi-

tatingly say that it is the safe-
guarding and preservation of our
national unity. For various rea-
sons, which all of us well koow,
this has been under attack from
many quarters for many years.
" There has been much misunder-
standing, much that has happen-
ed in the past— sins of omission
and sins of commission — which
have contributed to the break-
down at times of communal har-
mony and peace, Communal bar-
mony is at all times, a fragile
thing. It is perhaps like the re-
lationships between two friends.
The friendship can grow and
strengthen with mutnal trust and
frank and open dealings with each
other., The friendship can also,
on the other hand, turz sour and
be lost, where there is mistrust,
suspicion and inosincerity in one's
dealings, The action of trouble
makers —and you will find them
on every side —adds to the diffi-
culties ",

He added that it was in that
context that they appreciate what
the Rotary Club of Colombo West
was trying todo. They bad pick-
ed as their project for the pre-
sent, the collection of funds for
the rebuildiog of the Jaffna Libra-
ry. The destruction of that Lib-
rary in a momenl of anger by a
misguided group, was to all of
them who valued justice and fair
play, a blot on the fair name of
Sri Laoka. He was sure, he said
that Sri Lankans, regretted the
incident and would wish that it
never had happened. However,
all that one could do now was
to work to undo the damage.

Wedding
Srikantha — Malini

The marriage was solemnised
on 24-5-82 at Veerasingham Hall,
Jaffoa, according to Hindu rites
of Kumaraswamy Srikantha, Pro-
prietor of Sri Shanmuganatha
Press, Jaffoa and Miss Malini
Rajaratnam, Lectarer at the Steno
Typist Commercial Academy, Jaff-
na, daughter of Mr, K. Rajarat-
nam, formerly of the Government
Treasury, Colombo, presently Pro-
pristor of the Stycomac Institute
Colombo.

A largely attended reception
followed at Veerasingam Hall.

Thurairajasingam — Thurairajah

The marriage was solemnized
of Regi Thurairajasingam son
of the late Mr. ]J. B. Thurairaja-
singam a former worker in the
J.D,;C.S.1. and Mrs. Thurairaja.
pingam of Karainagar and Miss
Malini Thurairajah daughter of the
Rev. R S. Thurairajah and Mrs,
Thurairajah of Kopay, at the Ka-
rainagar Church on Thursday the
3rd of June at 430 p.m, The
Rev. S. Jeyanesan a brother-in-
law of the bride, officiated at the
ceremony assisted by the Rev,
T. S. Premarajah. The Rev. 8. N,
Sugupananthan preached the Homi-
ly.
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Balasubramaniam — Shanmugam

The marriage was solemnized
on 5-6-82 of John Balasubrama.
niam of the staff of the Vara-
ny Mission Farm and Miss Jesu-
malar Shanmugam daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Shanmugam of
North Erlalai at the J.D., C.S. 1.
Church, North Erlalai. The Rt.
Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar solem-
nized the marriage assisted by
the Rev. D, R. Ampalavapar. The

Rev. M. Rajakulendran preached
the Homily.

A Marriage Ceremony
with a difference

The famous Indian mystie,
Sri Satya Saibaba, accorciing to
news reports, prodaced instantly
the gold #hali aad rings for the
couple — Dr, Shantha Mohan and
Anuradha Ramanathan ( Minister
Thondaman's grand daughter) — at
the marriage ceremony held in the
mystic’s "'sanctum’, ~ in  White
fields, Bapgalore on 2-6-82,

Sai Baba will, it is learnt be
visiting the island next month on
an invitation extended to him by
the Regional [ndustrial Minister,
Mr. 5. Thondaman, He is sx-
pected remain in  Sri Lanka
for a week as a State Guest,

ta
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