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Lay Training Institute

A Lay Training Instituic (a
Study Programme for Lay FPeo-
ple) was opemed on 13’-6-35 at
the Christa Seva Instituts at
Maruthanamadam, Chuopakam.

A Study of Christian Per-
sonalities is the first 'Study’
organised by the Institute and it
commences on June 15. The time
is 10a. m. to 12 noon. The pro
gramme is as follows:—

15-6-85— Canon Somasundaram
by Rsv.S. P. Jeyasingam,
22-6-85— Dr. lda Scudder
by Dr. (Mrs.) C. Ambalavanar.
29-6-85—Johw R. Mott
by Mr. A. R. Kadirgamar.
6-7-85 — William Carey
by Rev. H. R.S Jeyachandran.
13-7-85— Sadhu Sundar Singh
by Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar,
20-7-85 — Colonel Weerasurya
by Sevak, Sam T, Alfred,
27-7-85 — George WHII‘-‘I?HS‘
by Mr. A. R. Kadirgamar.
3-9-85 — David Livingsione
by Sevak.Sam T. Alfred.
10-8-85 — John Wesley
by Rev. H. R. 5. Jeyachandran.
-lﬁvﬁs'd:ﬂdrl_ig Luther King
by Mrs. S. J. Somasuandaram.
24.8.85 — Sevak. Selvaratnam
by Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar,
31:83-85 — Bishop Newbigin
by Rt. Rev. D, ]J. Ambalavanar,
7-9-85— Martin Luther
by Rev. S. P. Jeyasingam;
14-5-85— Dr. Mary Varghese
by Dr.(Mrs) C. Ambalavanar.
21-9-85—D, L, Moody
by Rev. S. Manopavan.
5-10-85—D. T. Niles
by Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar,
12-10-85 — Chales L. Spurgen
by Rev. D. S. Thiagarajah.
19.10-85 — Dr, Green
by Mr. S. Jebanesan,
26-10-85 — Daniel Poor
by Mr. S. Jebanesan,
2-11-86 — Disirich Bonhoeffer
by Rt. Kev. D, J. Ambalavanar.
9.11-85— 8. J. V. Chelvanayagam

by Mr. G. Rajanayagam. .

16-11-85 — Baselen Shlink
by Rev. Christo T. Roberts.

23-11-85 — Stanley Josnes
by Rt. Rev. Dr. S- Kulandran,

30-11-85 — Billy Graham
by Mr. N. Sathiamoorthy.

Any communications on this
subject may be made to tha Re-
gistrar of the Institute, Christa
Seva Ashram, Chunnakam.

Censorship

Press censorship imposed
on 1-2-85 continues, It has
now been extended to include
news or articles on the [Uni-
versities of Sri Lanka.
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St. John’s College, Jaffna
The Annual Prize Giving
of St John's College came off
on Ehe Ist of June with Prof.
N- 'breeharan. Professor of Me-
dicine, University ot Jaffna and
Consultant Physician of the
General Hospital, Jaffna and
Mrs Sreeharan as the Chief
Gl.!ests. The Ven. Sam D. Hor-
shington, the Archdeacon of
Jaffoa presided,

Following the pattern of
previous Prize-Givings, there
were three Elocution exercises
by students two in English and
one in Tamil. <

Stv John's is a Premier Boy's.
School in the North with an.
enrolment of 1604 stadents,
462 in the Primary School,
469 in the Junior School and
673 in the Upper School. The
tutorial staff is 65 strong.

The following are excerpts
from the Principal’s Report on
the Role of Parents— particu-
larly the Fathers in the con-
temporary Sri Lankan society :-

" Behaviourial scientists are
beginning to tell us that the neg-
lectful father is the root cause
for many of our social headaches:
youth ecrime, drug abuses, rebel-
lion - agaiast  arricge - and  the
family and indeed what the most
recent White Honse Rerport on
Children ealled, " breakdown in
the process of making human be-
iogs human.

To arrest this break down,
we must strengthen the traditional
functions of the family which re-
quires the restoration of the father.

While the father is killing
himself to suceed authority inside
the family devolves to the mother,
The authority relinguishing father,
does more than deprive his child-
ren of the strong band needed in
their upbringiog. His preoccupa”
tion else where may be inter-
preted as indifference by his child-
rens and so stir up the bitterness

that leads to alisnation and re-
bellion.
What i needed most is a

strong father —not an authorita-
rian tyrant but a sympathetic
listener authoritative parent, and
one who is around to do the
fathering service in persom,

The Indo-Lanka Ferry Service

The Indo-Sri Lanka Ferry
Sevice suspended for sometime is,
we learn likely to go into epera-
tion frem 15.7-85. Two Ships
Lankan and Indian are expected
to run the ferry.

The resumption of the ferry
gervice is expected to repatriate
some 85,000 persens of Indian
origin mow in Sri Lanka, The
repatriation will ecreate, about
20,000 vacancies in the Planta-
tion sector, according to the Ge-
neral Secretary of the Lanka
Jathika Estate Workers' Union,
Mr., Raja Seneviratoe

The death of

Prof. E. F. C. Ludowyke Wanied

Private Secretary to the Bishop,
with competence in English Short
Hand and Type writing, for im-
mediate appointment,

The death of Prof. E. F, C.
Ludowyke in London on 2-6.85
removes from our scens a great
scholar and man of letters. 'Lyn'

as he was known to many was Apply to:

the son of a faormar Principal of The Secretary,
Richmond Collegs and had his J.D,C.5.1,
early education at Richmond. Bishop's Office,
Joining the Uaiversity College, Vaddukoddai,
Colombo in 1932, he obtalned a

First Class at the B. A (Hoas.)

English examination in 1936. VACANCY :

He proceeded to Cimbridga Secretary v Udll\fil Y'M' c' ‘A"
on  government scholarship and
obtained his doctorate at Trinity

College’ Cambridge

Applications are invited for the
above temparary post. Minimum
academic qgualification G. C. E.
(0. L) with good knowledge of
Eoglish. Past experience in Tech-
nical Project Supervision, ability
ta independently manage corres-
pondence, and office management
would be

Returning to Ceylon, he served
the University faithfully for many
years, wrote books, produced plays
and was in the forefront of all
cultural activities in the country.

When Sir Sarvapslli Rada- Sal .a:‘?ed Qanlitigaions.
krishnan visited the University of B ept o
Ceylon and addressed the students, Apply:

it was Prof. Ludowyke who was
asked by the Vice-Chancellor then,
Sir Nicholes Attiyagalla to pro-
pose the Vote of Thanks and
the speech made by 'Lyn’ was
applanded as much as the speech
of the learned guest.

Mr. Prince Ratoam
Secretary, Uduvil, Y. M.C. A,
Love lane, Uduvil, Chuonakam

on or before the 30th of Juse 1985.

Homes for Elders

Lya wras n fraquent vigiter:
to Jaffoa. Mr. Handy Perinpa-
nayagim was one of his closest
friends and Mr. Sivapathasundaram,
former Principal of Parameswara
College who obtained a B. A.
[Hons.) Upper Division in English
at the University College was a

Comfortable living rooms will
be made available for couples or
singles at the premises of Mc
Leod Hospital with sasy access to
Medical attention. For farther
particulars  please contact the
Hospital Secretary, Mc Leod Hos-

student of Prof. Lyn Ludowyke. pital, Iouvil, Chunnakam, Sri
Lanka.
Lyn married Edith, a Huo- £ Y
gatiay Fwlinh caa o St Laaka Medical Superintendent,

Mec Leod Hospital,
Tnavil.

to escape the Nazi terror that
then swept Earope and both own-
ed a home and lived at Perade-
niya, surrounded by picturesque
surroundings till they left the
country for good in 19j6.

IN MEMORIAM

Last year Lyn paid a wisit
to Sri Lanka and two of his
layal students, Mr. Ashley Halpe
and Justice Colin Thome present-
ed to him a Felicitation Volume
of his Essays edited by them.

Three members of the Staff
of the English Department of the
University College who were at
one time its pillars were;— Prof,
E. F. C. Ludowyke, Dr, H, A.
Passe and Dr. Daric de Sonza.

IN AFFECTIONATE AND
Ever LoviNnG MEMORY OF

Anna Arulammah Thambithurai
Called to rest' on 21-6-83.

Two years have passed since
you left us but mot a day has
passed without a thought of you
and prayer for the peace of your

Udwvil Church soul.
i j Remembered by her husband
hgests: B S M. S. Thambithurai and
We regret to record the death children,
which occurred on  7-6-85 of 4 0Id park Road,
Beairic Rajanayagam, daughter jaffaa,

of the late Dr. Rajapayagam and
tha late Arulammah Rajanayagam
of el Sam Alfred and Rev.G. A, Wins:
The Funeral Service was held low. 4
at her residence at Uduvil on
8 6-85 at 3 p. m. Rev. D. C. Rat-
nasingam officinted at the Service
apd preached the Sermon. Asso-
ciated with him were Sevak Rev,

The remains were intered at
the Udavil Church burial grounds.

The deceased leaves behind
a brother amd two sisters,
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Why It Had To Be You!

With your handsome athletic physique
which won medals in National Meets,

your clean shaven face, creased white slacks,
which haunted many school girl hearts,
your usual armsful of books and files

which reaped you envious prizes,

you still minded your own affairs

you —the idol of our school days

you —the model youth of the North

Even when you moved to the capital

to capitalize on the prospects there

you still maintained your personality

though adding to it a neat tie polished shoes,
a brief case— which marked you an ‘executive'!
But behind this unruffled exterior

was stoical living: late nights of study
tireless work, frugal saving of money

busy routines ot classes and ‘overtime ’-

But you always minded your own affairs

you —the model vouth of the North.

Yet the busy impersonality of the city

never let them listen to your story:

your father killed in the *77' riots,

your aging sister in need of a dowry,

your family suffering under the curse of caste,
\ clinging to you, the eldest, for rescue;

but you were bound to sweep the prizes

you the unknown conqueror from the village,

you — the model youth of the North.

But all along in the background

a demonic being was gathering strength:
the demon begotten by the selfish

the demon ruling our collective life

the demon which unless subdued, shaped,
transformed fo serve the common good
would eat up all voiceless wretches

for the sadistic sport of the powerful.

But you

you minded your own affairs

you had a future to attend to

with your neat tie, polished shoes, briefcase

you kept to your routine: classes and ‘overtime’,
you —the model youth of the North.

But when the demon broke its leash

that hot July midday in Colombo

all your dynamic potential and years of toil
lay splattered on that alien soil.

Even before you could ask

why it had to be you
(you
your
your
your
your

who minded your own affairs)

bo.kish brains lay unbound

athletic physique battered out of shape
white slacks and tie a gory red
brietcase and shoes in a beggat’s hut:

you lay littered over a dozen places
that we couldn't trace a piece of you
to hold a decent funeral,

Dazed with shock we still ask ourselves
'why, afterall, it had to be you.

But dear Mahes, you paid the price

for 1gnoring that powerful demon

not knowing that in its game

there are no observers — only participants,
no building our own Future

no minding our own affairs

Either we transform it for the common good
or we perish to sport the powerful.

But its too late now :

now you are dust in the dust of those

innocent hundreds who pevished — and still perish,
Only few of your classmates still remain

with the demon. of course, still at large:

But we
refuse to be

those model Northern youth,

anymore!

Chavakachechers Church
Mr. 5. Selvarasa

The death occurred uader tra-
gic circumstances at hMadawachiya
on 14 585 of Sangarapillai Sel-
varasa, Station Master at Mada-
wachiya. His remains were hrought
to his residence at Hensman Lane,
Chavakachcheri on the 18th. The
funeral service was held on the

— Suresh.

same day at 3 30 p. m. Rev, 5. C,
Arnold officiated assisted by Rev,
J. C. Mather. The tribute was
piid by Rev. N. Subrameniem,
The committal rites at the grave-
side was done by Rev. S. C. Arnold
assisted by Rev. J. C. Mather.

Mr. Selvarasa leaves behind
his wife Ponmany, three daughters,
two sons, son-in-law, and three
brothers and two sisters to mourn
his death.
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Living in the Light of Eternity

Living as we do in troub:
lous times, we often ask DUr.
selves, ' How does one live?’'.
"How should one live?"”
" What should be our Strategy
for daily living?” The answer
that the Bible gives us is that
we should live with joy: The
Bible repeatedly says that the
life in Christ is a life of joy.
Rom. 14: 17 says *The king-
dom of God is ... righteousness;
peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit” John 16:24, ‘... ask and
you will receive that your joy
may be full’ Gal. 8:22, ‘But
?hc fruit of the Spirit is love,
Joy, peace...'

But how, one asks oneself,
can one be joyous amid the
troubles that we face. Every
morning brings another day of
dread and scary rumours. One
feels powerless to alter or
stay the events that seem to
be heading toward a sure
catastrophe To be joyous
seems well nigh impossible.
One can merely muster enough
strength to go through the
motions of living How in these
circumstances can opne be
joyous ?

Life certainly seems hope-
less if one’s focus is merely on
this world and the events here.
But our lives as Christians are
not confined merely to this
world,. We are called upon to
live in the light of all eterni-
ty. We are oft reminded that
there is an eternity with God
from whence we come and to

which ~we return, that we
‘are pilgrims on this earth
and that we must live like

‘sojourners in a strange land’.
Lived in the light of eternity,
the events of this world seem
a mere passing show. We
know that beyond and above
all: the * Lord Omnipotent reigh-
eth’. If our focus encompass-
es this eternity to which we
belong, it is possible to live
joyously- It is possible to face
each day as it comes without
dread of the present or the
future. For we know that
*our times are in Thy hands,
O Lord' and that ‘neither
death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities, nor things pre-
sent nor things to come, nhor
powers. nor height nor depth
nor anything else in all crea-
tion, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus, our Lord’
Living in the light of eter-
nity not only frees us from
dread of the present and the
future, but brings in addition
very positive blessings It libe-
rates us from the temptation
to accumulate unnecessary pos-
sessions on this earth where
*moth and rust do corrupt and
where thieves break through
and steal’. We would seek
instead to share our worldly
wealth with others, to give and
not to get; We would not try
to be clever or to dupe others
Possessions gained by dubious
means would not interest us.
We would rather take of the
earth’s bounties only what we
need to keep alive The Is{ae:
lites wandering in the Sinal
desert were instructed to col
lect only as much manna as
they needed for a day, So too
would we take of the world
only the minimum that we
need ‘Where your treasute

is, there will your heart be
also’, says the Bible [If we
remind ourselves that we he-
long to eternity, we woald not
care for treasures on earth.
We who profess to walk in
the footsteps of our Lord should
teach ourselves to live as sim-
ply and as unostentatiously as
He did We would then have
enough surplus of money,
clothes and food to share with
the poor and the hungry around
us There will be enough for
everyone and lett over too.
Living in the light of eter-
nity does not imply that we
become recluses and turn our
back on the jovs of this world

No. When God created the
earth, He saw that it was
very good. He blessed the

earth for man’s use and en-

joyment. But man forgoet the

simple joys that life on earth

offered, the joy of love and

laughter, the beauty of natures

of literature, art and music

and all else that ennobles life.

He in his pride and greed

sought instead material wealth,

power over other men’s lives.

and status and aggrandisement

in the eyes of the world. Liv-
ing in the light of eternity

liberates man from the demo-

nic attraction of wealth and

power and ennables him to see

his life against the backdrop

of eternity. He is able to res-

pond with gratitude to his

Maker for all the joys of life,
for health, love and food. Life,
can become a chorus of thanks-
giving if we but see life as it
should be seen.

Finally, to live in the light
of eternity, is fo gelL ones
priorities right. To him who
has found the ‘pearl of great
price’, the best blessings that
this world offers, would be of
secondary importance:  His
commitment to Christ, is cen-
tral to his life. He is able to
respond to life  naturally.
authentically. His heart would
not be the battleground of
warring emotions and desires
that would tear the ‘natural’
man apart Being centred in
Christ, he would be able to
control and direct his mind
and body toward a Christ-like
life. So we see that for those
whoze world-view extends be-
yond the limits of this mortal
existence, whose centre an
hope is an eternity with God,
it is possible to live calmiy,
simply. joyously and with pur-
pose regardless of what pain
and trouble the passing days

may bring. M. M. A

e e e———e
At Rest
Mr. S. W. R. Strong

We regret to record the death
which occurred on  30-585 of
Mr. Samwel Wyman Ratnarajah
Strong (72) formerly of the Ex:
cise Department at his residence
at Chavakacheheri,

The Funeral Service took
place on Sunday, dnd of Juoe n‘t
3 p.m. Rew. 5. C. Arnold offici-
ated at the Service.

The remains were interred at
the Chayvakachcheri burial grounds,

The deceased leaves behind his
wife Mary (nee Joseph) two soos
gud @ sister:
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Prize Day at Uduvil Girls' College

Uduvil Girls” College com.
bined the dates assigned for
them in the Diocesan Calendar
for the Prize Givings. in 1983
and 1984, into one date on Sa-
turday, the B8th of June 1985
whan Parents, Old Girls. and
well wishers mustered strong
(despite a not-so-healthy cli-
mate in the political sphere)
to make the day, a much more
significant event than merely
a date on the Calendar.

With the petrol and diesel
shortage having eased a little,
there were more cars and vans
in the school compound than
expected. The mini buses too
rose to the occasion.

The Function commenced
with a procession of the School
Choir and members of the
Staff, preceding the Principa]
of the school, and the distin-
guished guests. After the chant-
ing of the Introit, led by a
‘member of the staff, the Rev
D. C. Ratnasingam the Presby-
ter of the Uduvil Church offer-

ed Prayer. The Primary De-
partment welcomed the Chief
Guests

The Principal Miss C V.
Selliah then read her 35 minutes
Report covering the years 1983
and 1984. [An extract from
the Report is published else-
where] .

There were three items
contributed by the pupils, an
English Song by the Upper
School, a Tamil Song, and a
Choral Recitation by the Mid-
dle School.

The Bishop's Address

The Bishop, the Rt. Rev. D. .
Ambalavanar delivered the Prize
Day Address The Bishop said
that although the situation in
the country was not, perhaps,
conducive to public functions
of this kind we, like the Jews
of old, persecuted and scatter-
ed, should not forget to che-
rish our schools and their acti-
vities. The Bishop expressed
appreciation of the presence
at the function of the Govern-
ment Agent, Jaffna, Mr. M
Panchalingam who amidst his
onerous duties had found time
to be present at a School func-
tion of this kind.

Uduvil Girls' School is the
oldest Girls’ School in Asia
founded in 1824 and had through
the 1u0 years of its existence
played a significant role in the
emancipation and liberation ot
women in Sri Lanka.

Although it began as an
English School, in the course
of years the school became a
happy blend of the East and
the West, with English and
‘T'amil given-a prominent place
in the curriculum English
Music and Tamil Music, Eng-
lish Drama and ['amil Drama,
all contributed to this happy
blend of the two cultures. A
new [amil womanhood emerged
out of this blend.

Amidst the trials and tur-
moils of our times, when in-
nocent lives are being lost and
torture, imprisonment, burning
and destruction, of property
are the normal ‘diet’ of the

people, we must have a vision
and total perspective to under-
stand aright our problems.

In the Bible we read of
the Israelites, the chosen people
who were saved. But God
wept at the same time at the
destruction of his children, the
Egyptians Here in this coun-
try. the government is a gov-
ernment of both the Sinhalese
and the Tamils. This dawn-
ing realisation is essential for
unity and harmony.

With regard to Educational
values in Sri Lanka, the Bishop
referred to a Report of a Com=
mission in US which examined
nearly 150 schools in the con-
tinent. The one over-riding
concern should be, the Com-
mission said, excellence in Edua-
cation — moral, spirtual, cultural
and intellectual. The Bishop
said that he was happy to
find at Uduvil some of the
values emphasised in the US
Commission Report as for ins-
tance disciplined behaviour.
There was no litter lying round
in the prémises. There was
behaviour and orderliness as

was evident - even in the pre--

determined precision of the
student applauses at the func»
tion.

_Again, the rising tide of
mediocracy can only be offset
by giving the teacher his or
her rightful place in society, A
Teacher is like a candle which
lights a place while in the
process it consumes itself.

Education to be meaning-
ful should be based on a broad
spectrum of interests — the fine
arts, music, drama, etc., etc.
Achievable goals in the modern
age as computer literacy should
also be encouraged.

Above all, much more
than text books are the values
of human civilisation which
can only be acquired by very
wide reading the maximum
possible. When Abraham Lin-
coln was asked why he read
so much he replied that the
object of his reading was learn-
ing what to do with the liv-
ing.

Conversion of ideals into
instituitions was the goal of
education. As Christian schools
one of our cherished ideals is,
what we could do to the least
and the lost in our society.

Two Prime Ministers who
visited Uduvil wished that in
their next birth they be born
Girls and study at Uduvil. The
Bishop said that he did not
believe in or entertain such a
wish- His wish tao Uduvil
would be, as the school enters
her third millenium, " Peep with
security tnto Sfulurity”.

Dr. (Mrs) C Ambalavanar
distributed the Prizes. An
“*applause group" wunder a
blue canopy on the balcony
performed well, mopping their
brows occasionally as the time
of the day and their energy
peaked.

An Oriental Dance by the
girls of the Department of Fur-
ther Education gave the final
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Youth in our World

Shirley J

by

S. Peiris

( General Secretary NCC Sri Lanka )
{ Continued from our 8 & 15 3-85 iss51e )

Pence — the third themse of the 1YY

Peace is an essential pre-re-
quisite for life itself and the fulure
of young people. 1t is, tHerefore,
necessary to educate young people
for peace, and to recopnise and
encourage young people’s potential
for securing peace,

The * younger generation is
often, perhaps, more aware than
‘_’]d‘_"' people, how precarious peace
18 In our world, They know that
B good part of their generation
18 invalved in fighting wars, not
of their own making, in maoy
countries, Strange wars are be-
Ing fought in our time, in which
the real antagonists do not meet
on the battlefield but use other
people to fight their cause. It is
the young who pay the price
with their lives for the conflict
of the powars. Protests Rgalnst
warfare, and nuelear armaments,
are, therefore, an expression of
the will to live. Many young
people feel that the ware they are
dragged into are not only nn-
necessary bat also wupjust and
they are looking for other ways
to serve their countries.

The International Youth Year
1985 will, surely, help all of us
to discaver new ways in which
young people can contribute to
securing peace, whether it be be-

tween individuals, communities,
races, or nations, and promote
international  understanding and -

co-operation between young people
so that the chances for peace are
improved. )

International Youth Yesr 1985

The 1YY Committee believes
that there are four key questiens
worth consideriog as the Inter-
national Yeuth Year 1985 approa-
ches:i— dhe “«

1. Society’'s perception of
young people is often negative,
How can we change this maost
effectively 7

2. What do young peopls
regard As the key social issues
affecting them, and how do ihey
respond to these issues?

3. What
improve the
peoples’ lives?

can be done to
quality of young

4, In what way can adults
be encouraged and belped to res:
pond to the needs of young
people ?

touch of beauty and finish to
the day's programme.

The Vote of Thanks was
proposed by the Head Prefect,
Gitanjali Gnanapragasam and
seconded by the Secretary
of the O G. A, Mrs. J. J.
Niles: The School Song was
sung at the end of the pro-
ceedings. to the accompaniment
of the School Band

The Finale

Asg the large gathering of
Parents, Old girls and friends
left the hall, they were plea-
santly confronted with a group
of over fifty children, dressed
in costumes of eye-popping
colours, buoyantly performing
their skills at three May Poles
mounted on the lawn. It was
a happy finale to a half-day to
be remembered at Uduvil

Although there will ba many,
different apd distinctive contri-
butions to IYY 1985, the follow-
ing guide lines may be followed
when setting up activities anod
projects, whether local or natiopal,

(i) Young people should play
a4 significant role ‘both in the
planning stage and in the im-
plementation stage.

(ii) They shculd be sensitive
to the interests, issues and con-
cerns of young people and net
exploit them.

(iii) They should embrace
the spirit of the UN themes.

fiv) Where possible or
propriate they should:

(a) seek the active involve-
ment of young people who are,
for what ever reasop, diseri-
minated against, marginalised or
victimised ;

b) seek the involvement of
young, people who are unattached
and who are not members of
youth organisation;

(c} seek to breakdown bar-
riers of prejudics and discri
mination ;

(d) encourage an international
ontlook ;

(e} have a long term value.

The year 1985 certainly will -

be a time for celebm:iun-pfyppng;'
peeple’s achievements. It will

also be an opportupity for re-

flection on the role of young

people in Society and the immense -

problems they will continue to
face, It is hoped that the Year
1985 will enable young people,
those who work with them, a:ud,
socisty at large, to assess the
suitability and effectiveness - of
youth policies and to plan for
the future jointly. It is also our
earnest desire and fervent hope
that International Youth Year
1985 will be a staging ‘post In
a continuiog programme, not ji;s:
a one-off series of extravaganzas-

Jaffna News in Brief

Q The Citizens Committee of
Valvettithurai bas already sub-
mitited to the Co-ordioatiog offi-
cer the names of the 70 youth
"who were killed on 9-5-85. The
list of casualties and details of
other grotesque ' incidents’
which took place on that day
at Valvettitharai were submitted,
we learn, at the request of the
Co-ordinating Autherity himszelf
whom the Citizens Committee
interviewed — Sixteen of the
youth who were trapped under

a building which collapsed could

not, we understand, be identi-

fied:

O The Schools at Nainativu
after the incidents reported at
mid-sea on 15-5-85 bave almost
ceased functioniog. The disrup-
tion of the boat service and
the ioability of teachers to tra-
vel to Nainativu have compelled
the Education Department ta
permit the teachers to register
their attendance at the Jaffna
Education Office till normaley
of transport is restored,
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EDITORIAL : .
Waiting for a Solution

j an almost be certain

Y When everything comes your wWak, you c iost be :

that y‘fu are inytha wrong lane"” said a political scientist 10 Yes
pect of the fortunes of political leaders in any country.

Recent events in Sri Lanka, particularly the Adﬁu:a :ir!]sd
wilpattu trajedies, with their concomitant t_raﬂs an A r;y ha:
have made the people in the country, part_:cularly the 12.&“.
lese in the South, feel perhaps str_ongl_y that in pursuing a -
tary solution, the government is, in all probability in e

s wrong lane’ despite everything appearing to come its way.

innacle-laying ceremony held at Balangoda, th{: Na-
tionﬁt gec‘::;?: MiniS;ter Lalith Athulathmudali quotgd Winston
Churchill as having said (when a No-Confidence Mt?tlDﬂ on hmz
wae debated in the British Parliament for his failure to pre
empt a German torpedo strike on the Royal Arc) that in 2
battle " the enemy too scores victories”.

Despite two years of the most stri_n_gent laws passed against
s northern terrorists” and despite additional turns of the screw
applied from time to time making the 'teeth"o_f_ the laws s}nk
with sharper precision than before, on the civilian populatlgn.
we have now been told that all has not been too well m'th
the military campaigns and that the ‘‘enemy too has had its
lail'lﬁ ll.

who really the enemy is or what the extent of their vic_m-
ries we do not know. The Saturday Review of 1-6-85, quoting
an excerpt of a press statement by the General Secretary of
the Nava Samasamaja Parly on A'pura massacre says:—

“The situation is very similar to that which existed in
many countries before right-wing take-overs, where suspicion fright
and confusion reigned among the middle classes while conspira-
cies were being hatched within closed reactionary eircles.”

“The face of irajedy’ With an appropriate picture of a youth
expressing despondency in his face is the title of a picture on
the front page of a national daily depicting the trajedy of an
eartheslip at Thiambarahens which struck a fifty acre colonisa-
tion scheme and buried at least 15 people alive. We in the
MNorth share the agony amd turmoil of the people of this vil-
lage at a time of increasing hardships in rural areas

But unfortunately here in Sri Lanka " the face of trajedy”
in Jaffna, is recently depicted on a front page of the same
national daily *“as an alert sentry” on the sand bagged ram-
parts of the Jaffna Fort, pointing his gun towards the Jaffoa
bazaar with his view now unobstructed because of the demoli-
tions of the buildings which once had served as a barrier
shielding the bazaar area from the ramparts

The *trajedy’ probably implied in the picture is that the
‘button’ was always there in Jaffna whatever course the talks
of a political solutien would take or would not take

Jaffn_a this week (June 10—14, has been near normal.
The military rule has been, it appears to us, somewhat relaxed
or operated on a lower key for which we have to be thankful

to those who hold the reins of administration in this beleagured
town.

“You have not converted a man if you have silenced him"”
said John Morly. Proposals of a Martial Law, the vesting of
members of Parliament with executive powers (outside Parlia-
ment) and setting up of a National Auxiliary Force known as
‘que Guards® (interpreted or misinterpreted by some as a
‘private army’) reflect more we believe a disillusioned mood
than an aggressive attitude on the part of those on whom has
devolved the responsibility of guiding the Ship of State to
safer havens at a time of crisis.

As events move to an uncertain goal, a deadli
: ; : ne has been
given by the President for a permanent solution.

At wa_r’s end it is said _both law breaker and law enforcer
entjl up with medals. The civilian community in the North have
neither been law breakers nor law enforcers.

_ “Trees that brave storms it is said *are not propogated
n hot houses”. The granite character of the Tamil communi.
ty forgg:d thruugh a two year period, involving loss of life,
economic hardships, mental trauma and physical strain is the

medal the community has ear i istincti i
A ned with distincti
considerable sacrifice. i

. As a (.hrlst‘lan Church we have been concerned not with
a war' but with the systems and structures that create war
and destroy_hie, This will continue to bs our preoccupation.
We also believe that there is a limit to man's will, whatever
he attempts or desires to attempt.

It was Arthur Scho 860 )
penhour (1785 — 1860 ) 3 Phie
losopher who once said: A

"
Man can do what he will

will)” s but he cannot will what he will,

Uduvil Prize Day l‘..ﬁ:t‘i-&’_ﬂ

Educational Trends and Values

[ An Extract from the

The most demanding chore of
a school Principal oo a Prize Day
is to address the parents and those
interested in Education on mar:-
ters educational, ' The nation 18
at the crossroads- But thera is
difference of opinion about what
it says at the signposts " said a
foreign commentator in respect of
evenis taking place in his own
country. My task is admittedly
all the more demanding when the
*signposts® today at the 'cross
roads' in Education in Sri Lanka
are confusing and reflect not only
different shades of opinion but
also different educational values.

“ English, more English and

better Eopglish” is a welcome
signpost. But these words become
no more than a slogam, unless

the content of the G.C. E. (O/L)
syllabus in English meets genuine-
ly the requirements of school
leavers to follow vocational courses
or higher studies.

It is also neot enough if sub-
jects , like Agriculture, Commerce
and Economies are introduced and
taught in the Tamil medium when
concurrently there is no Enpglish
syllabus wide enough in scope to
enable the students to comprehend
these subjects in Epglish and ex-
press their knowledge in Eoglish.
The obvious result of this imba~
lance is a new mood of asser-
tiveness of students to express
their frustrations,

The introduction of the new
Ntaional Certificate in English
(N.C. E.) Examination is with-
out doubt a step in the right
direction. But the new examina-
tion throws additional burden on
the studemts’ pursuit of " Further
Education” —a burden  which
could have been eliminated if the
present G. C. E. (O/L) syllabus in
English, had been made more
purposeful.

" There is darkness at the foot
of a light house” is a familiar
saying. If we are to open the
vistas of Sri Lankan students to
the " light" outside their country,
it ig important that we take
meaningful steps to up-grade the
standard of English in our schools.

The preponderant emphasis
on the utility walua of education
has added a further dimension to
the degeneration of society in this
country. We see befores our very
eyes, the ‘‘mental slums’, which

Sir Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, the
Indian philosopher envisaged, ra-
placing speedily the " material
slume” in our country. As Dr.
Niles once put it in his Priza
day Report 'man tries to have
this world as an object of pos-

session and
knowledge "\

Let us not be naive. We
cannot write off the present stu-
dent uarest as haviog no bearing
on the educational edifice we have
raised in the country.

not as ano object of

We have
no deubt in our land an educa.

tional administration which ig an

Principal's Report presented at the Prize Giving
by Miss C, V. Selliah, ]

arsenal of brain-power. But our
political imponderables appear to
deter us from putting before the
younger generation in our charge,

educational values which would
enable them to see above the
rancour and the recriminations

which today is tearing our country
apart.

In this task of gearing edu-
cation to meet contemporary chal-
lenges, it is the duty of parents
to extend to the schools their
whole hearted co-operation. It
was G. K. Chesterton, a 20th
Century novelist, historian and
poet, who once said that the only
people who seemed to have noth-
ing to do with the education of
the children are the parenmts. We
would not go so far to baing
uokind to ouwr parents, for it is
a well koown fact that parents in
Jaffoa have always prized edoca-
tion and learning almost with such
fapatical zzal that they woulg
even sell the last vestige of their
possessions to give their children
the best of education in the
country,

But unfortunately we live at
a tumultous time when decisions,
vital in import, have to be taken
with regard to the educational
future of our children. A Univer-
sity President once said that he
saw this sign at a cross road
" Take care which rut you choase,
you will be im it for the pext
fifty miles". No one of us can,
of course, look into futurity,
But here in Sri Lanka at the
moment the choice befors the
parent who wants to send his
child abroad for schooling seems
to be the choice of the bast

“rut” for his child,

In this poigoant educational
context it is the duty of our
schools in close collaboration with
the parents and the community
to give direction, meaning and
character to the life of the young
placed in our charge. " Accusing
the times is but excusing oor-
selves” said Thomas Fuller, the
English Clergyman — Historian,
Have we as educationists, com-
munity and religious leaders made
an earnest effort to bring some
order to the contemporary chaos
in Education in the North? The
task before us is a great adven.
ture and obligation of saving our
children
our land.

for our community and

St

Q  Sithambara College, Valvetti-
thurai has been cloged,
learnt, for security reasons,
children of this school and
teachers have heen transferred
to Sivaguru Vidyalaya, Valvai,

it is
All

O At the Passport Office at the
the Jaffaa Secretarit, 1120 ap-
plications were received during
the two months April and May,
1985,
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