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Prize Day at
St. Patricks College

The Annual Prize Day of St.
Patricks College, Jaffna came off
on the Saturday, 19th of Octo-
ber, 1985. The Most Rev. Dr. B,
Deoguapiliai, the Bishop of Jaffoa
presided,

The Chief Guest was the Most
Rev. Dr. Thomas Savundranaya-
gam, the Bishop of Mannar., The
Rector, Father Francis Joseph
presented the Annual Report (ex-
tracts from whkish appear else-
where in these columns.)

Winners in Grade 8 of Lng-
lish Elocutios apnd Iadividual
Singing displayed their respective
talents.

Bishop Savundranaysgam in
bis Prize Day Address stressed
the importanee in the present
crisis in the country of sacrificing
every thing we cherish to szee
tbat Education in the ceountry is
not affected. If we fail lo give
education to a student at the pro-
per time it will be a great tra-
gedy for the child and the coun-
try,

Inspite of many problems

~affecting many countries of th

The Bishep also
students to take to heart
the Rector
Report. Education is meant to
make a child think for himself,
The bherd mentality is a great
sore in the life of a pation. Our
religious and cultural backgrounds
should add weight to what edu-
cation in our country should im-
part —the ability for a student
te stand on his own feet, and
not be swayed by all kinds of
opinions.

urged the
what
has stressed in his

Bishop Savundranaysgam also
distributed the prizes. Head Pre-
fect, S. W. Kingsley proposed the
Vote of Thanks whieh was
seconded by Dr, S, P. E. lonasi-
thamby J. P.

The sioging of the Papal
Anthem concluded the proceedings.

Examination Success

Jeevarance Shaniins Navarat-
snam has passed the final MBB.S
Examination of the Madras Ul:_ll-
versity ag a student from Chris.
tian Medical College, Vellore,
The Convocation took place on
the l4th of October, 1985.

Shantini is a member of the
Manipay Church 3::5:1 an Old Girl
of Uduvil. While in s_!_.-h_cclpl she
was an all rounder specialising in
Dance, Music, Speech and Drama].
She holds the L"I‘CL. [I”arformeh:
Certificate in Pianoforte o(th e
Trinity College of Music on-
don ).

She is the daughter of él::
joseph Navaratoam and Mrs,
yaratoam of Maoipiy.
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University Don on Ethnic Crisis in Sri Laoka

[ Excerpts from Prof. K. Sivathamby's Address at the Jafoa College

Prize Giving, 1985.]

The ethnic crisis that this
country is facing is the worst
of the crisis that has confront-
ed it in its recent history:
This has been precipitated by
groups of voung Tamils, who,
as Silan Kadirgamar said in
reference to the first youth
movement, believe * that their
elders had failed and that the
key to the future (is) in their
hands.

The current movement is
second only in a chronological
sense. It has certain aspects
which distinguish it sharply
from the first one —in the
idealogies these youths are ex-
posed. in the methods they
have adopted and in the re-
gional and the international
impact this movement has cre-
ated.

The dialects of the crisis
i3 seen in what these youth do
in relation to the state forces.

There has been a constant
extension of the * theatres” of
war, and it has become essen-

gion to involve itself to c
tain the crisis, and if possible,
to solve the problem,

As I had referred to in
another place, “what had
started as a problem of the
language of the government

North Ceylon Medical College

Eighty students have been ad-
mitted to the College and a three
month Orientation Course inangu-
rated on Wednesday (23-10.85)
by Dr. T. Gengatheron, the Chair-
man of the Governing Board.

In his address, Dr. Genga-
theron impressed on the first
batch of students who have bsen
admitted to the North Ceylen
Private Medical College for the
M. B. B. S. Course, that the suc-
cess of the new instituition de-
pends on the efforts which the
students themselves put in, fo
make this pioneering effert a sue-
cess. It is notonly hard work but
also discipline among students ig
necessary if the enterprise is to
gucceed. It is also the duty of
the Jaffoa public to come forward
to help needy students who are
unable to pursue the course bg.
cause of ®nancial embarassments,

Dr. J. T. Xavier, Consultant
Surgeon, Jaffoa Government Hos-
pital addressed the students on
the rules and regulations they
should follow to make the course
a success and on the general
approach they should bave tao-
wards medical studies,

Dr, J. V. Philips gave the
welcome address. The members
of the Managing Board, Doctor
(Mrs,) Vamadevan, Dr. N. Naga-

al for another country in the
on=

gazette, of attacks on " surutiy
kades” and "tosai kades", and of
the media of instruction and
of marks to enter the Univer-
sity, has now become a pro-
blem of  geo-pulitics ,

Today the struggle has
metamorphised itself intg what
is called a #liberation strug-
gle ",

The struggle is seen and
is being felt at two levels. At
one level, and that is the level
at which international and re-
gional concern has been ex-
pressed, it is one of defining
the relationship of the Sri Lan-
kan Tamils, with the Sinha-
lese in the power - structure of
the' country.

That is politics and that
area is governed by laws and
enactments, Let us not go in-
fo it.

But at another level, this
is a problem which has every-
thing to do with the working
of our own societyy its struce
turing, its orientations, and

lor) during
“the chapges in thoses ’”’Mgﬂm

Let us not mistake it, we
are witnessing events and ma-
nifestations which indicate a
change in the traditional pat-
tern of our social organization,

( Continued on page 8)

Wedding

Smbaratiam — Brodie

The wedding took place at
St. Thersa Church, Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada on Friday, S5th
of July, 1985 of Shanthibumar
Sabarainam son of Mr. and Mrs.
C. Sabaratnam formerly of the
Co-operative Department of 304,
Kaody Road, Jaffaa and Shama-
leni Brodie, daughter of Mr,
A, M. Bradie, till recently of the
Staff of Jaffna College, Vaddy-
koddai and Mrs, A. M. Brodie.
The bride and groom are both
grand-children of the Jate Mr,
A. M. Bradie, formerly of Jalfoa
College and of Mrs. Bradie,

A Tamil Choir, trained by
the bride was in attendance at
the Church Service which was
followed by & Reception at the
Melbpurne Commuaity Hall,
Edmonton.

The bride was also on the
Staff of Jaffaa College till she left
for Canada and was organist at
the Cathedral Chureh, Vaddukod-
dai.

pather, Dr., N. Vamadevan also
addressed the students.

The teaching hospital for the
New Medical College will be, we
learn, the Moolai Hospital which
will be upgraded to meest the re-
quirenients of the students
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Higher Education Scholarship

C. Dilkumar has been award-
ed a Cultural Schalarship by the

Indian Government through the
Ministry of Higher Edueation
(Sri Lanka).

He has gained admission to
the Karnataka Regienal Engineer-
ing College and js readiog  for
the B, Sec. Degres in Engineering,

He is the younger son of
M, X Wi Chelliah, Chief Clerk,
Police Office, Jafina and of Mrs,
R, R. Chelliah of the Tutorial
Staff of Uduvil Girlg’ College.

Dilkamar is g member of
the Uduvil Church amd. is an
OIld Boy St. John's College, Jaff-
na  where he excelled in his
studies and also participated active-
ly in sports and social activities.

In Lighter Vein

Some Reflections on
E. Stanley_.lnnes
{The Rev. Blaise Levai)

The first time "I met  him
was at Vorkices College, Vellore,
South India. He was to stay in
my quarters (since I was a bache-

Because many of the _
people mostly Hindus thronged
into the auditorium his talks for
the next four days had to be held
in the cool of the evening on
the dry banks of Katpadi — abgut
four miles from the College.

E. Staoley Jones always had
an interpreter. The College Tamil
pundit, Aaron Christian, assigned
to translate got tangled up in
his folksy introduction.

“I am tickled to death to
be here" began E, Stanley Jones
straightening his shoulderzs back
as he customarily did looking
over his audience,

The translator cupped his
hand and whispered to Dr., Jones
" Would yeu please repeat that,
Sir?" Jones smiled and repeated
"I am tickled to death to  be
here ™.

The traslator shrugged hig
shoulders and said in Tamil "Dr,
Jones is so delighted to be here
that he has developed a serious
itch and censequently scratched
himsslf to death',

Achievements in Sports

N. 8 Devapirian (16 vears)
of Peto House St. Jaohn's Collsgas
Jaffna won the Championship. best
performance Cups for breaking the
records for Long Jump (197 - 33/
mod Triple  Jump (39" —103/)
and also emerged Senior Peptath-
lon Athletics Champion this year
too. He was awarded the Ath-
letics Colours. He is the second
son ol Mr. 5, Satkunasingham
Assistant Engineer and Mrs. Loji
Satkunasingham of Chavakaeheheri,
Parish, Y
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Some Thoughts
on

“ [nternational Language Day”

Uduvil Girls' College came
betore the footlights on Mon-
day, 28-10-85 when a two-h‘our
programme, exhibiting various
*skills’ in the use of the Eng*
lish Language was worked out
in the School Hall at 9.30 a. m-
by the students of the Depart-
ment of Further Bducation at
Uduvil.

According to the Report of
the Directress of the Depart-
ment Miss R. J. Mann, there
are 750 pupils on the rplt.
“'young men, ladies and child-
ren enrolled for the various
courses”.

The Chief Guest at .the
Function was Mr. K. Nes;ah,
Professor Emeritus. The Prizes
for the Language Day Compe-
titions and Examination Per-
formances, Were distribu!:ed by
Miss L. R. Navaratnasingam,
retired Education Officer and
Mr. Thiruchitampalam, repre-
senting the Sponsors of the
Language Day Programme,
Shabra Unico Finance Lid.

The Concert

It was on the whole a de-
 lightful programme, with the
students taking part very en-
thusiastically in the various
gkills’ they presented to an
audience, mostly of parents and
those interested in the English
programme in our Schools.

 Qutstanding of course, among
"‘ﬂ&‘ tems wa% the "sg:ss Man
Theatre " by Romola Rajendra-
singam, exhibiting dramatic
technique of a high order in
presenting Shakespeare's charac-
ter, Lady Macbeth, on the stage
as she struggles with the
fthick coming fancies that
keeps her from rest” after the
murder of Duncan.

Romola’s modulation of her
voice to suit Lady Macbeth's
emotions [as when she says
“all the perfnmes of Arabia
cannot sweelen this little hand "]
and the manner in which she
sustains the modulation to suit
various such emotional out-
, birsts: belongs to the realm of
high dramatic technique.

The single burning candle
wh@ch she brings in; adds sym-
bolism to the narrative and
the parting words to the Doc-
tor expressed in ironic mono-
syl_lables. give the necessary
poignancy to the scene. Per-
formances such as these are
rare on a Jaffna Stage,

Other presentations which
we wpuld like to single out are
E.he individual performance of

Good Little Girl", by Roshelle
Tha_naba_lasingam and the Group
Action S0ngs Stes in time"
and the * Song of the Spuarro w.s"r

“The Book Fairy's M.
would have been more delight-
“ful, had the item been cut

© down to size It was also per-
!‘mps npt_ Necessary to bring
into thisitem z trained *artist’
Es Romola g declaimm  the
Seven Ages of Man",

When a student dc

£ JES EX-
tremily well in her individual
perlormance (ip the rehearsals),

ssage’,

at Uduvil

it is better that she be not
included in a group item- Elgher
she outshines the rest or brings
her down a peg or two fo
# sccommodate ” herself to the
group.

It was certainly heartening
to see so many children on
the stage and so many who are
qualified to make the grad?. in
+ Spoken English " at Uduvils

Recent news reports say
that the luxury lier “ Titanic”
which sailed into history’s
worst sea disaster has now
been discovered. Efforts are
being made, we learn to sal-
vage the wreck either next
year or in 1987.

Credit should be given ¥
Uduvil Girls' College and other
instituitions in Jaffna who are
making a concerted attempt to
salvage the "'wreck” of Spoken
English. Uduvil appears to have
already succeeded in the task.
We do find the ‘**wreck”,
standing upright and nearly in
tact.

On the Chief Guest's Address

The Address of Mr. Nesiah,
the Chief Guest will we hope
appear in our columns at a
later date. Mr. Nesiah’s com-
ments on the contribution of
the early missionaries in im-
parting literacy and functional
literacy in this country and
his comments on the role play-
ed by the Englich Language in
opening a window to other re-
ligions and cultures and to the
world of technology, deserve
to go on record, because of
the depths of thought contain-
ed in what other speakers treat
on the surface.

Mr. Nesiah also said that
during his University student
days in India, he had learnt
Buddhism and Hinduism and
delved into the civilisation and
culture of other lands as Chis
na through English books.

On one matter however we
do not agree with him He has
suggested that next year Uduvil
includes in its International Lan.
guage Day Programme, some
“wexhibits” in the display of
skills in Tamil Language too.

English Days are primarily
meant to *'salvage”, as we
have said earlier what has
long been safely buried. The
Tamil Language has not suff-
ered a similar fate. 4 "Tamy
Day " is set apart, we believe,
in our schools to keep our
language in good form and
preserve its pristine glory.

Mr. Nesiah, as one of the
Pioneers in the introduction of
the Mother Tongue mediun per-
haps, even now will not admit
that the parlous state to which
English was relegated in ‘our
schools was the direct result of
a swing of the pendulum caused
by extremists who wanted to
enthrone the national language
at any cost, under the excuse
of giving the Mother Tongue
its due prominence.

We shul_.lld not in our view
make the mistake again of ower

Winning Over Those We Differ From
by J. K. K. Retpanandam

( Continued from

Let it not be misconstrued
that a harking back to past
incidents as appearing below 1s
a subtle attempt to throw mud.
it certainly is not. Such look
back is essential for the suc-
cess of the process of rectify-
ing wrongs of commissions and
omissions. Beneficial resuits
will also certainly follow Fhe
dissemination of information
lying unknown or suppressed
or distorted, especially of the
good that the different com-
munities have done for the
common weal. For instance
consider how the envied sers
vices rendered by the Tamils
through the public, private and
professional sectors have been
made to appear as exploitative
acts detrimental to other com.
munities, unmindful of certain
facts. The present generation
is not aware that the Tamils
were the pioneers, who along
with the British, cleared snake
and elephant infested jumgles,
camping out on survey projects,
opened out the large estates
up-country, roads and railways,
post and telegraph services,
hospitals and dispensaries etc.,
and repaired broken down irri=
gation tanks — tanks which have
today become the pride of
Sinhala Sentiment. This was
at a time when most of the
country was Malaria-ridden
with not even clean drinking
water, leave alone other basic
amenities. and when such un-
congenial places were shunned
by all who could find other
means of subsistence. But the
Tamil map had no alternative —
no estates or plantations to
support him — his heritage was
only an inhospitable arid land
to do some small farming un-
der trying conditions. He, ne-
vertheless persevered in his
fields and also seized the op-
portunities in the public and
private services, believing them,
as well as now, that such
posts were open to all citizens
alike on an equal footing.
While thus serving. he risked
the dangers of Malaria, Typhoid
and Dysentery ete, Under
arduous conditions, living miles
away from kith and kin or
civilisation, with family com-
forts also denied. This was
the beginning of the Jaffna
man’s attitude towards educa-
tion as an investment — cyni-
cally described as a British
favour te the *docile’ Tamils
in their divide and rule poli-
cy- The fact is that the Bri-
tisher provided educational faci-
lities through  Missionaries,
wherever there was a demand
and such demand came mostly
from the Tamils, which trend
the Britishers encouraged so as
to man their colonial adminis-
trations in neighbouring colo-
nies like Burma and the then
Federated Malay States, com-
prising the present Singapore
and Malasia. This accounts

playing the importance of th®

mother-tongue. Already a ge-
neration has been sacrificed
on this altar.

G E R

our last issue )

for sizable Tamil presence in
pockets even today in these
countries, as it is also in the
Metropolitan city of Colombo.
This feature of educated Ta-
mils emigrating to areas be-
yond their places of birth con-
tinues even todays their desti-
nations having now windened
to the whole world,

Then again, had the Sin-
halese masses heard of the
outstanding contributions of
Ananda Coomaraswamy, Sir P.
Ramanathan and others, they
would not have been so easily
swayed by the adverse propa-
ganda of recent years., Many
have not heard of the former's
contribution in unveiling to the
world the hidden treasures of
art and architecture of the
ancient Sinhalese —a heritage
to be indeed proud of. Even
Tamils of the present genera-
tion have not heard of the
sacrificial services of Sir P.
Ramanathan in braving the
then submarine infested seas
to sail to Whitehall to inter-
vene on behalf of the harassed
and hunted Sinhalese in the
aftermath of the Sinhala/Mus-
lim riots of 1915.

Moreover, it is alsg re-
grettable that very few Sinha-
lese give the due recognition
to the upcountry Tamils for
their invaluable contribution in
opening and developing the
tea and rubber estates which
yield the highest revenue to
Government in spite of the
step-motherly treatment they
have received whether it he
in housing or wages.

(to be continued)

What Others Think

Over the years, in the siress
of the unfolding tragedy which
has engulfed and continues to
engulf the Tamil people, indivi-
duals have changed their political
and moral positions, as well as
their addresses, have elimbed on
and jumped off, this or that basd
wagon, have trimmed their sails
or bent to the wind as tactics or
strategy have dictated, whether in
the desire to save their skins or
earn a living; have both seized
the main chanee of self-advace-
ment in the midst of holocaust,
and fled their posts when thair
abilities and energies were nead-

ed. It is all as must be Bx-
pected.

But it is a different matter
that Tamil should punish Tamil

for differences of openion for
errors of judgement, for frailties
of spirit, should kill for this

political live or against another:
shonld in the gemeral crucifixion
of a people, crucify his own bra-
ther.

A 'unity' or ‘cerrectoess’
thus achieved is no more than s
thin scat over a deep and fester-
ing wound, bringing comfort only
to the oulture who stands in the (ree
waiting for his pickings
Cain kills Abel ar
Jacob.

when
Issac slays

— David Selbourne
[in" Tansil Timses " {Lond,)
Val. IV Ng. 1]
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Excerpt from the Rector’s Report,

In our previous prize-day re-
ports we referred to the sehool
and the home gas the two influ.
ences which do most to shape a
child’s life, But teday we wish
10 g0 a step further. We have
to remember that neither the
school nor the home can be con-

sidered ip isolation from the
wider background of conditions
prevailing g society. When so-

eial conditions are at their lowest,
moral qualities rot almost visibly.
There are limits, thersfore, to
Wwhat the school can do if the
world outside presents unfavour-
able conditions of human exis-
tence,

Anyone who Is  acquainted
with the events bappening in our
country cannot byt feel that we
are at a turning point ‘in our
country’s history, These sad oc-
currences are no more accidents,
They are the inevitabls consequ-
ences of m policy that not only
turns a deal egr and a hlind eye
to the genuine aspirations of the
people, but even faps the wind of

suspicien and hatred, If one sows
the wind, one must expeet to
reap the whirl-wind, It is not a

pleasant subject to linger on, but
as educators we gre unhappy that
our younger generation is growing
up in anp atmosphere of dissen-
sion 'and tension, and even of
bitterness, This trend should sgon
be arrested,

If our way of tackling the
ills of Society to bring abont a
allly natiop _is to he effective,
‘the  urge towards sanity must
come from beneath, from the peo-
ple who are able to think their
way through life's problems gnd
Brrive at their gwp conclusions,
We can no longer allow gociety
to shape itself. Ve have cons-
ciously and deliberately tg shape
society.  We haya o be interest-
ed in the environment and pro-
blems of our neighbours, even if
only for the selfigh reason that
togir bappiness o misery, their
weallh or poverty, their freedom
or slavery, will ag S0me time og
other closely affect ourselves, We
bave, therefore, (g 50 relate pur
teaching throughout the school to
toe world of everyday life that
babits can be created of thinking
in terms of society apd of feel.
iog an ioterest in and g Tespon.
sibility to the commuaity,

Perbaps the biggest eontriby.
tion that the school can give in
this direction is to lead the pupil
to think for himself and search
for truth. A critical mind is sp
pecessary in these days when
press, radio, T V., posters and
platforms subtly seek to influence
the public in this or that direc-
gion, The prime need of the ggur
is te immunise your child against
the fast spreading disease of f;alsg
propaganda. \When we. .conm;{er
the alarmiog rapidity with which
sociol issues change in these q.yg,
constant alertness and readiness
1o adjust our minds 10 new facts
aod problems are thus made all
fhe mOore nNecessary.

A really well-formed ylnath is
one who can stand oo his ownd,
who is mnot tossed _ab_n::ut and
caught up in ‘the wh_irhn: m:o
9f propaganda, He is ome W
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taken up by catch-words
or slogans, who does nat accept
at their face wvalus the leading
articles he reads in the news
Papers or pamphelets, or the talks
he hears over the radio or from
the platform, or the pletures he
Sees on the T, V. or in the pes-
ters. In other words an educated
youth is someane who has a mind
of his own which ig not part of
the masg-mind, Uur chief educa-
tional aim in dealing with young
people, therefore, sheuld be to
stimulate their minds so that they
come to think about their own
lives and about the world in which
they live in truth apg justiee.
The society in which we live
needs the kind gof YOung man
who can hold his own in a given
situation, who has a definite phi-
losophy of life and can stand by
it amidst undue pressures  from
outside. We need young people
who can think and sven question
the propriety of certain actions of
their colleagues. We ueed young
men who can think and spell out
the right mode of bebaviour to
others without fear or favour,

is not

Are onr youngsters who legve
the portals of our institutions ang
enter a world not only opposed
to lofty ideals hut full of ridicule
to everything sacred, ready to face
it not merely silently hut firmly
and effectively? Are they ready
to meet a society with frivoulous
amusements, flippant ta)kg and
reckless behaviour and face it
glone and single-handed 7 Are
they prepared to stand the ruds
test of the present situation with
calmness, courage and spund
judgement ? '

Our young people should be
right-thinkiog men, mep of prip-
ciples. They should hs able to
exchange ideas, aceommodate them.
selves to different points of view,
respect others feelings and accept
others not only as fellow buman
beings but as equals and brothers,
They should not be like the “chaff"
that can be blown off the ground
by the winds of pPropaganda apnd
falsehood, They should not be
like the empty shells that are
swept away by the waves of fun
and thrill of adventure, They
should be, rather, like the great
grain of seed that will grow into
a tree, blossom and yield fraits
of justice, truth and love, They
should be like the pearl of (he
ocean that will adorn the saciety
yearning for freedom and peace,

It is a strange thing that
many youth who would dri,
dare and die for a cause ara not
prepared fo think for it. Grand
as it is for a mation to form ijtg
youth so thai they willingly die
for freedom, it is equally urgent
new that they should be ready
ta think for freedom, for thus
they may be saved the need to
die for it.

English Medium Classes

Ta satisfy the demands of the
parents, and in the interests of
our students’ future, we have de-
cided to start from the beginning
of mext year classes in English
Medium in eerlain subjects like
Mathemutics and Science for
Years 7 & 8, out side the normal
school bours, Our teachers have
whole-heartedly endorsed this da-

cision and hayve come forward to
conduct thegse classes,

We appeal
to the parents to encourage their

children g avail themselves of

this polden Opportunity, We ip.
tend extending these classes tg
other prades In the years tg
come,

Games and 5 ports

The long existing cordiality
between Jaffua College and st
Patrick’s i{s the fruit of the warm
friendship between the Principals
of these two Cuileges-particn-
larly Fr, Long ang Rev. Bicknell.
The memory of hoth of them ig
being Perpetuated in the playing
flelds by the Fr. Long Challenge
Trophy for Cricket and the Rev,
Bicknel] Challenge Cup for Sge-
cer. As the Principal of Jaffna
College for over 13 years, Mr.
Rajan Kadirgamar has fostered this
cordiality igp g remarkable way,
winning the highest essteem of
the Patricians, In appreciation
of his gpecial aflection ta S,
Patrick’s we proudly presented g
Challenge Trophy named Rajan
Kadirgamar Challenge Trophy, for
the new series of Limited over
game of Cricket that was 1o have
been inaugurated last year but
unfortunately cancelied,

The English Day

Unlike the previous vears, the
Eunglish Day Programmes were
confined to the Lower and Mid-

dle schools, and were organised
by the respective Prefects  of
studies. The grand Success of

the English Day activities was
due 10 the combined efforts of
all the members of the staff,
The excellent quality of the pro-
gErammes presented at the Eng-
lish Day Celebrations bespoke the
enthusiastic lrbour put ip by both
the teachers and the students
concerned. We were fortunate to
have Late Mr, C, E, Apandara.
jan, Principal of S, John's Col-
lege and Mrs. P. Anandarsjan ag
our Chief Guests. On that ocea-
sion we hailed Mr. Anandarajan
as one who championed the cause
of the youth, especially of those
who are denied justice and hyg.
man dignity. The spantansogs
demonstration of their grisf gzt
his death was ample proof of the
high esteem he enjoyed among
the Patricians. It is an irony of
fate that to bim who welcomed
me in this very hall on my as-
sumption of duty as Rector [
bad the painful duty of biddin
farewell at his funeral. St Pat.
rick's will treasure his memory
as a friend indeed, for he was
always a faiend in need,

New Committee of the JICCF
At a meetiog of the Jaffaa Inter-
Collegiate Christian Fe!!cwship heald
on Saturday the nineteenth of
October at St. John's Cc]iege_]gﬂi
na, the following were s]e{:{ad Office
bearers for the 1985—15986 year,

President: Mr. M. Gunaseelan
Secrefary: Mr, 5. Jebanesan
Treasurer: Miss, L, P. Deva
Student President . Walten
Kulandran
Siudent Secretary: P. Jayaweera-
singham
Student Tyeasurer: Malathy :
Francis
Committce Members: T. Jesuva,

Gnanaselvi, Buvapasundram, Anton

; Sudharshni, Sri
Soesaithasan, Su Rangan

Jaffna News in Brief

The Ayurveda Medical Courge
bas been started by the Jaffna
Ilniver.qity at Kuithady. At the
Navaratiiri celebrations gt the
Kaithady Ayurveds Medical Col- |
lege, Professor Vithiananthan. the
Vice-Chancellor who was the Chief
Guest said that through
tituition we must givae
impetus to the traditional medj.
cal practices in our land which
have now been replaced by west.
ern drugs, Dr, Bhavan Subramani.
8m, the head of this Department
Presided at the function,

this ina-
4 new

To mark the first death anni-
versary of Indira Gandhi, the All

Ceylon Dravida Munnettg Kala-
Bam organised g memorial mapt.
ing at the Sivan Temple, Jaffng
on 31-10-85 at 4 b, m. The speak.
818 on this occasign included My,
S. Vithiananthan Vice-Chancellor
of the Jalfga University, Mz,
5 Vi K& Sivagnana.m, the Muni-
cipal Commissioner, and  Migg
Thangammah Appacutty of the
Darka Devi Temple at Tellippalai
and Mr, Pon Matbimugamjah, Ge-
meral Secretary of the D, M, K,
(Sri Lanka Branch ),

Students of the Medical Faculty
of the Jaffua Uuivs:sity staged a
demonstration op 30-10-85, (ac-
cording to news reports in g
Tamil daily) a¢ Ramanathan Hall,
urging the Vice Chancellor, the
Dean of the Faculty, the Registrar
of the University and the Contrac-
tors ‘to complete the building
programme of the ' Faculty with-
out farther delay,

Two ﬂ:zma—mmfw
injured a5 g result of canmon firing
oo the on 30-10-85 a¢ Thonds-
Jmanaru in the areg surrounding
the Sellasannithy Temple, The
President of the Citizens Com-
mittee, Valvettithurai with Dr.
K. Sivathamby a member of the
Cease-fire Monitoring team visited
the scene.

A New Refugee Camp has been
opened at Pt. Pedro Road, Jaffoa,
under the care of Dr, P, Sasika-
ran.  This step has heeg taken

to ease the congestion at the
Camp at the Nallur: Kachcheri
Road,

A gimple 18 feet high Memorial
Structure  has been erected at Tha.
vady for Mr. V. Tharmalingam
former M. P. for Manipay. It has
been built at the very spot whare
his body was found ridden with
bullets on the 2nd September 1985,
The Memorial was ceremoniousily
unveiled on Monday Z2l1st Octeber
at 5 p. m.

Dr. 5. A, Vettivelu, the Dcyen
of Private Medical Practitioners in
Jaffna passed away at his residence
at Rasavinthottam, on 15-10-85.
The funeral rites were held on
Thursday 17-10:85 at 3 p. m, I_-Ia
had a very large private practice
in Jaffna soon after his retirement
and till recent years his patlents
contiuned to go to him for medical
advice.

It was mlso decided to hl.\fe
the Terminal Fellowship mestiog
on Wednesday Z2nd of January at
St, John's College and to have the
Week-end Camp at Jaffoa College
in March 1986,
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EBITORIAL bt
The Real Crisis?
It is a totally confused situation in the_ country t‘uday- ‘Lgh:
Manitor}ng Team, yet an untested quantity, is faced wi
i blems.
sprawling mass of pro 4 j
With the much talked off *'settlement gc;]ne 0{; the ;Ir‘?;:;s
i i What the m -
ent, seeds of conflict remain, the ;
{::r ttl:::mmgglljld do at best is to investigate an _'mc1dent Iam:l
régnrt its findings to the Defence Ministry. ‘lemg tl}e_ blame
or fixing the problem remains, we believe, with the Ministry.

Viaki i " was the caption of an
“Making amends and miles to g0 . capti .
article in The Island of 13-10-85. While the '_ monitoring team
has certainly made some ‘*amends ", thg distance yet to be
traversed on the road to Peace is staggering.

The government’s recent show of strength ,l’zas bli_)ttedl céuf
any hope of an immediate prospect for '.'Pe'ace i Nat:ona[d ];:e
curity Minister's announcenient tha_t Fhe securfty f9rces wou ol
increased to 100,000, Education Minister _Raml W;cl_{remasmg e's
Mobilisation and Supplementary Forees Bill passed in the House

" (while the entire Opposition Group walked out) the!Supplemen

i : )11, the purchase of arms,
tary Estimate of Rs. 833.377._911 84 for I
pas{wd in Parliament (44 voting for, one against, and OEE abs-
taining from vote! and the training and deployme:?t of *""Home
Guards® are unmistakable forebodings of a sitwation when we
may lose democracy to gain security.

The main political *‘forces” in Sri Lanka today cu_u!d be
categorised broadly into three —the moderates, the militants
and the State.

The moderates want autonomy with **justice” fvithout quib-
bling with the finer points of Devolution. In this task, they
hope for the enthusiastic support of Delhi to exert enough
pressure on President Jeyawardene to concede their demand.
The following comments taken from an art_n:le by the late Mr.
V. Dharmalingam, former M.P. for Manipay in The Saturday
Review reflects the opinion of the moderates :— :

"1 a viable alternative ‘where the Tamil nation will have the
legal sanction to arrange its life in & way it wis.hes is  worked
cut, the question of m seperate state will not arise even when

This alternative

‘may be found under a federal set-up or on the basis of auto-

mm u'. p £

The militant groups (despite their diffgrences) are a band
of youth incensed that so many innocent lives have_ been sac-
rificed in the ethnic struggle because of savage reprisals of the

Sri Lankan armed forces. [ The government too has acc:t_:pted
the position that there were reprisals, costing innof:g:nt lives,]

‘They are hoping that Tamil Nadu would intervene in prevent-
ing the killing of innocent civilians and pave the way for them
( the militants) to achieve their goal.

What the goal is, is reflected in a statement by a Tamil
‘member, a participant in the talks at the negotiating table in
Bhutan II, who takes the whole Tamil problem back to its
basics. He says:—

"'We are entitled, are we not to ashk the Sri Lankan govermment
and international community — please, what does your resson say,
what does your eonscience declare ? How mauny more martyrs
should be barn befere it is recognised that the togetherness of
the Tamils of Sri Lanka is the expression of a matured cons-
ciousness ! And does anybody belisve that any resolution of this
conflict is ever possible except onm the basis of

the recognition
that Sri Lanka today is a multi-national state 7"

Let us tall but let us talk about the essentials, [t us not
get lost in sub-clauses and sub-sections’ of rules and enactments
because in the end all these tules and enactments would be
worthless without the political will to Tecognise the existence of
two nations in Sri Lanka,

[ Special Supplement: Tamil Tintes,]

The government’s main concern is to get the world's sym-
pathy, to fight terrorism as a common enemy. For this pur-
pose, the government has made a special request from India
in particular that she Cindia) putes her foot down dourly on
the militants' **sanctuary® in Tamil Nadu and prevent them
from operating from Indian soil, “ against g friendly state *’.
President Jeyawardene has made this clear in his Interview
with BBC on 25.10.85,

The three groups have leaned on Delhi so heavily to achieve
their respective goals, that every stance that Delhi has taken,
has been added as a point in their favour or disfavour. When
Delhi thought it fit (o deport two Tamil leaders during the tail
end of the Bhutan II talks, the government group took it as
2 point in their favour. When the leaders were called back to
India the Militants took it as a point for them. The mode-
rates true to their policy have not entertained any grave appre-
hension  about Delhi's motives except the worry that undye

University Don on Ethnic ...,
{ Continued from page 1)

Primarily it is turning out
to be a revolt against the tra-
ditional mede of socialization
of children and youth. We as
a society used to plan out for
our young ones almost every-
thing from their infancy to tl-{e
point of time they get their
own first child. We decide on
their education, what tl}ey
should study. what profession
they should take up., whom
they should marry, how much
of dowry they should get, where
they should live and even how
they should bring up their own
children.

We were able to do all
these on the assumption that
we could, if they follow our
norms, guarantee them a life
of security. We are no mor€
able to guarantee to our young-
er generation anything relating
to their future—we are un-
able to guarantee them a place
in the University, a job in g
field they like, not even their
lives. That is why they are
going away from us. They re-
ject our sense of valves, for
they do not ensure them of
anything in society. And it
looks that they do seem to re-
ject the entire social system of
which they are products,

Thus there is 2a snapping

of the ties, a tearing of the
bonds.

There iz also another im=
portant change taking place in
relation to the social equation.
We have been tegarding the
ratio of educational achieve.
ment to the quantum of money
earned. The proliferating con-
fusions ‘in the field of educa-
tion, the effort on the part of
the government to control
employment by monitoring edy-
cation and the avenyes for it
and the opening up of avenues
where sheer physical labour is
enough to ensure 3 handsome
salary, much better than what
could accrue from an employ-
ment in the professions, have

procrastination

: on the part of
Indian side,

Prime Minister Rajiv has shown no i
moderates’ chestnuts out of the fire.

on the militants to call off
regard for the feelings of Tamil

pressed om the government of Sri

Bhutan talks is the
security forces and to decide op

In the meanwhile,
commenting on the
framework it is not
on the Sri Lankan government's
skills of the
into a lasting political
India be made "4 party to this

These are the bits and piece
mosaic.,

Dr. J. H: Oldham said £
gion is a recall to politics "',
any point in the :
dccount the cardinal
compatible with
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Jaffna News in Brief

The Train Service between Jaff-
na and Colombo which resumed
alter more than a month of dis-
ruption was again  sospended
from 27.10-85, The problem this
time is that three members of
the Railway minor staff were be-
ing held by an unknown gaog
who arrested them at Kilinochi
on 24-10-85. When they were re-
leased, the trains were back on
the rails.

Tamil Government Servants from
Trincomalee wha have been dis-
placed after the Nilaveli opera-
tions, have with drawn their ear-
lier decision to repert for work,
because of the deterioration in
the transport services, These offi-
ces bave the Government Agent,
Trincomalee to provide them trans-
port with adequate security. On
hearing from him, they will de-
cide on the matter,

created a major chaoge in so.
cial norms.

Besides these, there is also
another change. In 2 tradi-
tional society dge matters, for
experience comes through age —
the more aged one is the
More experienced he is and
therefore, he should be listened
to. But now social experien-
ces are sudden and pew that
age has nothing to dg with it,
In fact the elders have been
spared of many of the experis
ences which the young now
undergo and /or are thre
ed with, merely because
are young.

_ The ensuing gap is some-
thing* more than a generation
gap. It is a gap in socia) ex-
periences, a gap in social re-
lations.

All these are being teles
coped into a society which has
not been confronted with such
problems of conflict for some-
time, I would say, at least for
the last two to three hundred
years.

(to be continued )
e

Colombo may wear down the

nclination to pyll the
He has not put pressure

the struggle unconditionally out of

Nadu and all that he has ims
Lanka after the failure of the
the credibility of the
a basis for fresh talks.

political writer
aper” says that in its broad
would depend
€ood faith and the negotiating

this could 'be fransformed

The writer suggests that
accord ",

s of our contemporary political

[ty years ago that “a recall to reli-

The Christian
poletical fife of
Principle that
“the Brandeyy of h

presence today at
the nation should take into
culture is a style of living
eing human”,

aper al the G, p, 0., 8rd

Lanka under Nop. Q1 29] N en 185,
urch of South India at Sri Sane.

4 on Friday, 1st November 1985

Rajasingham, 330, Navalar Road, Jafina,
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