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41st Annual Meeting

The following  were eleeted
to various boards and committees
for 1988,

Secretary |. D, C.S. 1: Rev. A,
Jevakumaran.

Pro-tem Secretary: Mr. G. Raja-
nayagrm,

Execurive Commitiee: Rav, D. 5.
Thiyagarajah, Rev. D. R, Ampa-
lavapar, Mr, A. Kadirgamar, Mr.
J. M. Sabaratnam, Dr, S. Jeba-
nesan, Mr. M, Thambithurai, Mr.
C. Jeyaratnam,

Representatives N, C. C.:  Rev.
T, 8. Premarajah, Rev. S. Jeya-
oesan, Mrs. H, N, Rajaratnam,
Mr. M. Thmbitburai, Dr.S. Je-
banesan.

C. M. C. Vellore: Mr. A, Kadirga-
mar, Dr. ( Mrs ) R. G. Selvadu-
rai.

Jaffna College Board: Dr. (Mrs.)
M. Arudchelvam, Mr.S. S. Ssl-
vadurai, Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kulan-
dran.

Institute of Technology acd Agri-
culture: Mr. S, Ratoavel.

C.L.S. Colombo: Rev. T. S. Pre-
marajah, Mr, G. Rijanayagam.

U. T.C. Bangalore: Bishop, Mr,
A, Kadirgamar,

.ﬁmw
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Treasurer J. D.C.S.1.: Mr, Noel
A, Vimalendran,

Manager Uduvil Girls College.
Mr. S. S. Selvadurai.

Dirgctor R.E.B.: Mi. G. R
nayagam.

Manager Morning Star:
Rajasiogham.

English Editor:
singam.

Associate English Editer:
Jebanesan.

Tamil Editor:
lavanar.

Mr. C. E. Raja-
Dr. S,

Rev. D. R. Ampa.

Tamil Christian Worship at
« Perth — W. Australia

The first Anniversary Ce-
lebrations of the Tamil Chris-
tian Worship in Perth was held
on 6-9-87 at the Osborne Park
Uniting Church — where the
monthly Tamil Service is held
on the first Sunday of each
month. Mr. Stanley Sinnadu-
rai the chief organiser of the
Tamil Service presided over
the function. Rev- Des Fielding
the Vicar of the Osborne Park
Uniting Church was the chief
guest and he preached the ser-
mon. It was based on the
protection and guidance pro-
vided by the Almighty to the
Israelities wh_en they were Jed
out of captivity from Egypt.

Mr. N. S. RathinaSingham
commenting on the period un-
der review said that the pum-
per of families, attendance and
preachers have e1ther_d?ub!ed
or trebled and mult:ph;atmn
has been the Mathematics of
their progress He also based
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A_rx Appreciation

Mrs. Annis Ramabai Jeyanayagam

Manipay morns the demise
0f Ramabai as she endeared
herself to one and all — the
rich and the poor, the voung
and old and the Hindu and
Christian  She fougnt the good
fight, led an exemplary life and
s now at rest with Jesus.

The elder daughter of the
late Mr, and Mrs. Lewis Subra-
maniam who held a high rank-
ing ciyvilian post in India, she
graduated there and joined the
staff of Holy Family Convent
Jatfna, her old School, as a
Teacher. She taught for many
years and won the liking and
respect of the staff, the stu-
dents and the parents

Later she shifted to Mani.
pay, her home town and taught
at Memorial English School for
many years till her retirement.
She was an excellent teacher,
had the interest of her students
at heart and spared no pains
to improve the lot of the weak-
er students, She was descipli-
narian too. Her erudition, cul-
ture, winsome smile and chaste
humour won the hearts of
everybody. To the staff she
was a happy associate and to

the students she was a guid-.

ing light. She was a lover of
peace and happiness. The mo-
ment she spotted any differ-
ence of opinion or ill will be-
tween the Principal and any
member of the staff she would
rush in to put things right-
The students too— both boys
and girls — sought her ready
help eagerly to solve their own
problems, She was a sort of
a Mater familiar and was soon
second in command Here again
she won the greateful hearts
of the entire school — the staff,
the students and the parents,

She was endowed with a
particularly golden heart. Dur-
ing her retirement her life was
marked by acts of love and
charity. She could never bear
the sight of any one suffering.
She awaits a chance to help
and derives immense pleasure
from helping others. She put
many a family on their feet
and many a forlorn youth —
boys and girls —back to life
and sweet and peaceful living.
Her charity knew no bounds.
Caste or creed never interfer-
ed with her sense of giving,
It was open to all. No won-

their hopes on learned Gama-
liel's remarks “ thal which has
a divine origin cannot disappeat
or be defeated"
(Acts V: 37-40 ).
The Service was followed
by a tea party well attended
by members and _friends—a
gathering of over 150
Mr. Stanley and Mr. Rathi-
naSingham are both Alumni
of Jaffna College.

der everybody honoured and
revered her. She was a Chris-
tian par exeellence

She was very much devoted
to the Church and its activities.
Although she was an Anglican,
she kept faith with the Mani-
pay Church in all its efforts.
She would never miss a ser-
vice or Christian function She
€ven organised a prayer group
of ]_adis's to visit the neigh-
bourmgl Hindu homes to pray
for their problems and sick-
nesses. They welcomed it
dearly She wag God-guided in
all her efforts and remained
the Lady with a Lamp of love
to the very last.

I am deeply indebted to
her for many of her acts of
oving kindness. Her company
was always a source of great
delight to me. I salute her.

PR Ariyapooshanam,

London Tamil Congregation

For the First time in the
history of LTC Palm Sunday
Service was held and the
Guest speaker was Rev. Dr.
Thomas Thangaraj of Thamil
Nadu Theologikal College Ma-
dhurai The worship wa

followed by "Kﬂkak{d?_kf%_‘ég’f‘lﬂ“ _{PA‘E.?EB'LGVINE.._E% " _'_‘.-”.

by him. .

Vice President of the Sri
Lanka Methodist Church Mrs.
Sathiawathy  Anandanayagam
preacedhi at the May Service:

The following have been
appointed as the Office bearers
for 1988/9.
Hon. Secratary :

liah.

Hon, Asst. Secretary
mans,

Hon. Treasurer:
nuel,

Choir Leader:
giah,

Mr. Stanley Mal-
Mohan Solo-
Mr. C. C. Emma-

Mrs. Vathany Than-

Sri Lanka deaths

The following were killed
in October 1987 in the Jaffna
District Hospital, which is the
largest in the Northern Province;
Dr. A. Sivapathasuntharam, con-
sultant paediatrician; doctors
Ganesharatnani and Parimelalas
han: the matron Mrs. Vadivelus
nurges Mrs Leelawathy, Miss
Ramnathan and Miss Sivapalan;
ambulance driver Mr. V. Shan~
mugalingam; telephone operator
Mr. Kanagalingam; works su-
pervisors Mr Krishnarajah and
Mr. Selvarajah; and hospital em:
ployees Mr. Sukumar, Mr. Sivas
Joganathan, Mr. Marutharajah,
John Peter, Mr. Markandu, Mr,
Thurairajah, Mr. Sivarajah, Mr.
Jeganathan, Mr K. Vetharian-
yan, Mr: K. Ratnasgjah and Mr.
Ratnasingam '.

These names were sent out
by the Co-ordinating Committee
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CHERISHED MEMORIES
OF
Rev. K. §. Jeyasingam
Departed: 6th September 1980
ard
Marjorie Rosemalar Jeyasingam
Departed: 8th March 1976
For I'Enow whom 1 have believed.
IT Tim:1:12.

Fondly remembered gnd
deeply misced.
All your loved ones,

25, Canon Somasundram Avenue,
Chunadikul.

THIRD YEAR
REMEMBRANCE

|

- OF gt
L. P. Thuraivatnam
Called to _rest on i/
27th April 1985,

" Decp in our hearts you will
always stay

Loved and vemembered esvery
ds’y."

Affectionately and lovingly
remembered by hizs wifa
children and their families,

of North and East Sri Lanka,
where civil war has been go-
ing on for the last four years.

Mrs. B. Y, R. Premarajah,
Wandsworth Health Authotrify,

and Mr. C. T. Premarajah,
Bleomsbury Health Authority,

(both COHSE members ),

Tamil Christians in U. K.

A consultative document is
being sludied by several Tamil
Christians all over U. K. with
an idea of forming a co-ordi-
nating fellowship. Tamils in
and around London worship at
four different places under
different leaders and organisa-
tions Some ave Croydon Fel-
lowship, Emmanuel Fellowship,
Tanil Christian F ellonfship. Lon-
don Tamil Congregation

At present joint prayer
meetings and Bible studies are
held once a month at different
Churches. It is envisaged the
co-ordinated Fellowship to tak.e
activ role in the socio, politi
cal and economical state of
Tamils.
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4 22 & 29-4-1988

EDITORIAL COMMENTS

We Look Forward

o
Oursslves .

After a six-month long quiescence, we are happy to be back
on course from 1-4-88 taking to heart the advice of Samuel

Butler, the British satirical novelist (1835 —1902) (hat silence
Is not always ‘golden’. It is tact that is golden and nol silence.

There is another compelling reason for our desire lo pur-
sue our work as a christian journal with unrelenting zeal. By
one of those coincidences which shape history. two of our starry
moments loom large on the diocesan horizon as we approach
the doorstep of the next century. We refer to the 175th Anpni-
versary of the landing of the first band of American Missiona-
ries at Tellippalai (in the Jaffna District) in 1816 and the 150th
Anniversary of The Morming Star the second oldest newspaper
established in 1841. Both these events fall in 7091 —an year
which the diocesan community is looking forward to, in a splen-
did concentrate of expectancy.

The Council Meets

The 41st Annual Meeting of the Council of the Jatfna Dio-
cese of the CS] was held at Vaddukoddai on the 12th and 13th
of April, two auspicious dates which marked in Sri Lanka the
Sinhalese and Tamil New Year Vaddukoddai and its suburbs
were quiet ostensibly in tune with the mood of moderation in
people's way of life mow evidence everywhere

The Bishop's Charge to the Diocese appears elsewhere in
this issue. The Bishop pointed out that the trend of people to
flee from the country does not square with their commitment
“to suffer under Pontius Pilate” —an affirmation they make
every Sunday. Of topical significance and importance was the
resolution passed unanimously at the meeting that the Council
calls upon the Government of India and Sri Lanka to wind down
the state of belligerency and lay down the arms and set about
immediately to prepare the groundwork for a lasting PEACE in
the land. The Council also in this context acknowledged its in-
debledness to foreign organisations and local bodies for their
timely assistance rendered so thoughtfully to those caught un-
expectedly in tragic situations.

Refugee Relief and Rehabilitation

High among the priorities of the Council's activities during the
years 1986 and 1987 were according to Reports made available
at the Council, work among those afflicted and displaced by the
political offensives. In 1986, one million and twenty thousand
rupees were spent on emergency relief. These included medi-

4 cal facilities free of charge at the diocesan medical clinics and
g}, ~ accommodation for children at the Day Care Centres, run by
1l y e, g, J : 3

b e A\t the request of the Government Agent of Jaffna. 7650
- families have been given relief in the jaffoa Peninsula. A sum
- of five lakhs from granls obtained from the World Council of

P Churches was made available in 1987 to give relief particularly
to those who had lost the bread-winners in a family,

The aid given by the Christian Union and the Methodist
Church was uesd largely to relieve the sufferings of the people
at Varany.

Childrens’ Homes : Dey Care Centres: Vocalional Centres

“The frontiers of the possible” said a modern writer “are
not delermined by the Limits of the aciual, Despite the damages
caused to buildings and losses caused to Day Care Centres the
total number of children in our “homes" of the Diocese is 3710
and the number in the 16 Day Care Centres is 250 More than
95 per cent of the children in the Centres are non-Christians.
Rajendrakulam in the Vavuniya District and Konavil and Bha-
rathipuram in the Kilinochchi District are new Centres which
have been opened

For the millions of people (the current population of Sri
Lanka is 164 By the year 2001 AD this figure is expected to
rise to 20 million) to whom life is a hard and marginal strug-
gle the 'Homes’' and Day Care Cenires have been a great boon.
But liberating the poor should not mean only providing wel-
fare assistance It also means reconstructing the total society
with a more participatory slant The Manbkulam Vocational Cen=
tre and in a smaller scale the Delyr Vocational Centre are at-
tempts to serve this need :—

Many years 2go, we remember af an ACUT Conference in
Colombo, Mr J. C. A Corea, then Principal of Royal College,
made this comment He said * students spent their time indulge
ing in politics and complainipg about food. They have no other
interests .

Are “politics and food' dispensable interests? As a for-
mer Secretary of the NCCI put it " A Church for the poor is
not sufficient: A Church with the poor is not cnough: A
Church of the poor is the thing” Unless the Church makes
an attempt to clear the ambiguity that clouds our mi:_uis ab_out
the POOR, PEACE in the land would not be an immediate
prospect. For, as the World Council of Churches has affirmed
at Vancouver:

“PEACE is a trée with justice at the root™

THE MORNING STAR

Vol.

148 No. 4 & 5

Bishop’s Charge at the Diocesan Council

We In.-i_ve assembled here by the Grace of God and we re-
member His mercies with thankful hearts, We read in I Kings
Ch: 19 how he guided the O T Prophet Elijah and a similar
experience has been given to us in this land Elijah is the
c.:rlne_mr prophet we find in the O T The first thing that came
to him was the word of God and he gave the message accord-
ing to the world of God he had received. If we reflect on the
“xperience of Elijah we will receive the message for our time. -
At first Elijah spoke about the drought- When the drought came 3
in Israel he went to Zarephath and met the widow who lived 3
there but even in drought in the house of the widow there e
was four and oil Then the great prophet was wonderfully fed
by the raven by brook Cherith. These experiences showed that i
the lord was mighty and strong This is an ordinary faith in i
the greatness of God. In our childuocod we used to repeat ¥
the lines “Our God is God of Day and Night. In his hands v
are power and might". However, Elijah who saw the might of
God had to undergo tribulations as well In the Lime of King
Ahab there was a great controversy in the land of Israel The
issue was whether Baal or Lord of Israel was the True God,
At Mount _Carmel Lord God accepted the sacrifice of Prophet
Elijab.  This was a clear sign that Lord was mighty and the
Lord of history. The prophets of Baal were defeated and humi-
liated and Prophet Elijah exterminated them:.

]q;cbel the wife of King Ahab was infuriated by the action
of Elijah and conspired to kill him. The prophet had to flee
from the country. When the Prophet Elijah went into hiding
the Lord asked him ‘' What does thou here Elijah? (I Kings
19:9.) He told the Prophet * Go forth and stand upon the mount
before the Lord *When the Lord said this Elijah replied “I had
been very jealous for the Lord of God of hosts; for the childs
ren of lsrael have forsaken thy convenant, thrown down thine
alters and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even [ am
left; and they seek my life, to take it away™, (I Kings 19:10.)

Because of this reply God gave him a vision At first there
was a great strong wind which was followed by an earthqu
and a great fire, but God was not there Even though thes
things were great upheavals in the history of man, Elijah ct
not see the presence of God in them Finally there was
silence and Elijah heard the soft voice of God- In t
our faith is also undergoing a similar experi
repeat the line 'Qur God is God of Day and Ni
hands are power and might” When we are in t|
also become frustrated a ; :

Lord the reason for the
and wait on top of the
went the mountain-top
tain top to hear the | of God )

In the transfiguration of Jesus ‘Chri
appeared. At that time a voice camwg
my beloved son, listen to him". When the proph
trusting in the might of God a vision was given
hands of God no doubt are powerful, but they ar
stretched out from the cross Jesus gave himself t
by carrying away the sins of the world. He show
not by killing people but by giving himself _to__l:'ug killed
people. His might and strength was seen in his “suff
the sake of others The big temptation for the % I
today is to flee from the country. When we make |
to go out of this land the Lord asks what_ are you
He says, do you not know the msgons;blht_ms' _I__'k_u_w :
you, In the present situation as we live in a troubled cou
we need to experience the might of God in his ‘suffering
church is called upon to fulfill the Master’s task of su
under Pontius Pilate.

Mathanarajah (Dubai),
(Dubai) and Priya.

Cortage taken from 7
Sri Saranankara Place, Dehi
for burial at General Cems
Kanatha oo 8th November |

Obituary

Mrs. Sarojini Amarasinghm

" The death occurred in Co-
lomba after & short ilness of
Mrs. Sarojinl Amarasingham be-
loved wife of C. Amarasingham,
{ Retired Manager, Lever Bros.),
Loving muther of Selvaraves [ Ni-
geria),  Aaton,  Mano (U, K ]'.
Gnana Kumar, Evilyn (Dubai), Va.
santha ( Dubai). Loving grand mo:
ther of Jeyakumar, Moban, Karu-
nap, Chbandrakumar, Anoja, Ni-
ranjala, Mala, Ashley & Nerojl.
Mother in-law of T. Selvarajih
( Migeria ), Janaky, Mohini (U K.),

Correction

We are sorry that in th
Principal " which we published 12
our last issue the name of t
reporter Mr Vitor Kirupairaj bi
been inadvertently omitted.
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