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Affectionately Rememberad

Two of our educationists
in Jaffoa passed within the veil
in recent weeks — My, P. S
Cumaraswamy, relired Principal
Jaffna Hindu College and ifr,
C. Vyramuitu, retired Vice-Prin-
cipal of Vaideeswara.

Mr. Cumaraswamy retired
prematarely for reasons of
health but was active to the
last He had the distinction of
piloting two very large Hindu
Institutions — Mahajina College
Tellippalai and jaffoa Hindu
College, Vannarponnai through
difficult periods in the annals
of education in this country.
A person of firm convictionss
Mr Cumaraswamy made a rich
contribution to Education in
the North, both in the acade-
mic and sports fields by his
faithfulness and integrity dis
played in his duties He was
for a time in the Administra.
tive Staff at the jaffna Educa-
tion Office,

Mr. C. Vyramuttu, along
with Mr. R Ambihaipahan built

up Vaideeswara College,
by sheer hard work and
homesty of purpose, To Mr.

Vyramuttu Jafina parents, par-
~ ticularly those living in rural
areas should be gratetul for
‘the attempt he made to enable
rural children to keep abreast
of other students more privi-
leged in the study of the Eng-
lish Language., Soft spoken
and extremely disciplined in
his ways and manners, Mr.
Vyramuttu exemplified in a
large measure all the rich tra-
ditions of the Jalina pedagogue —
His four decades as-teacher
and Vice-Principal vaideeswara
will always remain a glowing
record in the annals Educa-
tion in Jaftna.

— Editor,

Indian News Papers Sold in
Jaffna

Indian News papers * [he
Indian Express” * The Hindy"
and * lhinamani' are pow
available in the news stands of
Jaffna

A copy costs Rs, 4.50 in
Sri-Lanka currency: The [ndj-
an papers reach at news siands
before the Colombo based News
papers and * Uthayan " the
daily paper published in [affa.

Mr. J. H. Ariaratnam donates
Collection

Mr. J. H. Ariaratnam for=
mer Senior Assistant Registrar
University of Jaffna donated
his callection of books to the
Dani¢l Poor Library of Jaffna
College last week.

Cluster Principal

Mrs: Ranji Thambyrajah for-
mer Deputy Principal of Vem-
badi Girls High School, has
been appointed Principal of
Pandateruppu  Girls  College.
She is the only lady cluster
Principal in Northern Region.

Our Bishops Sixtieth

Saturday the 27th of Febru-
ary saw an impressive get-to-
gether of Rt. Rev. D, | Amba-
lavanar's friends, well-wishers
and co-workers at Uduvil Girls
College to felicitate the Bishop
on his sixtieth birthday and
thank God for a life so far
fruitfully spent and invoke His
blessings for a meaningful fu-
ture  But since the birthday
and the sabbath significantly
coincided on the 28th February
the function had to be ad-
vance by a day.

There was not only logic
but justice in the Bishops bro-
ther the Rev D R Ampalava-
nar conducting the thanksgiv-
ing service In his inspiring
message he recalled the various
experiences and forces that im-
pelled the Bishop towards the
ministry or rather how God in
bis goodness shaped him and
led him to the service of God,
The lessons were read by Mr.
A, Rajasingham and Miss C. V.
Selliah.

The spread and the strength
of the mutual devotion of the
Bishop and the fock was evi-
denced by the gathering and
the tributes paid at a public
meeting that followed the ser-
vice. Dr. S Jebanesan the Chair»
man of the Children’s Homes
Board presided and the meet-
ing commenced with the pray-
ers led by the Rt Rev. Dr, §,
Kulandran The Chairman in
his opening remarks observed
that it was a function orga-
sized by the friends and well

Obituary

Miss Mabel Thambiah

Retired Principal,
Vembadi Girls High Schonl

Miss Mabel Thambiah who
served Principal of Vembadi
Girls High School from 1949 to
1971 passed away peacefully
on the 13th of December 1987,
The funeral service which took
place in Jaffna was conducted
by the Rev Joseph Sarvanan-
than. Tributes were paid by
Prof S Vithiananthan, Vice
Chancellor, Mrg. R. Thambira
jah Deputy Principal Vembadi
Girla High School Mrs Vadi-
velu and Mrs R. Ariaratnam.

The following is the tribute
paid by Mr 8 R. Thambirajah,

I knew her first as a tea-
cher for she taught us Geo-
graphy and she was an ideal
teacher for she made us look
forward to her classes.

She became Principal in
1949 when Miss Borker went
to England. Vembadi was for-

tunate in having hqd her as
the first National Principal for
during her tenure of office

there were many rapid chflnges
in the system of education —

Birthday Celebrations

wishers of the Lordship to
express  solidarity  with  his
vision aspirations and policies
Ihel Lordship like the Nehru
fz!mﬂ}‘ in India had identified
I_“Jims.elf fully  with the suffer-
Ing masses

. Prof S, Vithiananthan the
Vice Chancelloy said that Rt,
Rev. D. I. Ambalavanar was
affectionately called ‘Our Bi-
shop ™ by all the religionists in
the Tamil speaking world Mr
I M, Sabaratnam ohserved that
relief and rehabilitation work
of the Lordship had helped
both the Hindus and Christi-
40s in Jaffna  Mr. A Kadir-
Bamar presented to the Bishop
the Childrens Homes Fun | spe-
ci_ally collected to mark the
Bishops sixtieth birthday. Rev,
Fr Jebanesan of the Roman
Catholic Church, Methodist Mi.
nister K P. Govindaraj, Rev. J
Barvananthan Vicar St Johns
Chutch, Prof S. Pathmanathan
Director Evelyn Ratnam Insti-
tute for Inter-Cultural Studies,
Rev. D S Thiyagarajah and Mr
G. Rajanayagam also spoke,
Rey. S. Jevanesan proposed a
yote of Lhauks. A

Rt Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
in bis reply thanked the ‘mem-
bers for organizing the func-
tion and said that he would
continue to serve God, the
Church and the people.

At the fellowship lunch
which took place at Uduvil
Girls College. the well wishes
and other officers of the | D
C S 1 participated.

the introduction of free edu-
cation, the change in the
medium of instruction, the
take over of schools by the
Government Miss Mabel Thrm-
piah used exceptional skill and
tact in building the destiny
of Vembadi.

Vembadi has the proud dis-
tinction at being the only Nation-
al girls school in the North
When Miss Thambiah became
Principal it was only a Grade I[
School, but before long it had
become an all island school hav-
ing produced several out stand-

ing Doctors Engineers, Ac-
countants, Lawyers and those
in many other professions. She
was chiefly responsible for

moulding the character of
large number of Girls Her
selfless, noble, devoted and
dedicated service to the cause
of education of the students in
Jaffna, in general, and Vem-
badi girls in particular earned
her the honour of being raised
to the Super Grade Principal's
position

She was interested not only
in the academic progress of the
girls, but also encourageq them
in the field at sports, literary
and cultural activities and saw

Visitors From Abroad

Over the last few years,
We In Jaffna haye been used
to not seeing foreign visitors
Therefore it was ‘a pleagant
change to haye some visitors
last week, four of them no
Iess._ One of them was Helga
Christan, the repregentative of
E(NH- She was here from the
Sth to_ the 9th of May. It was
the Ilﬁgt time she was able
to come to Jaffna since 1474,
and both she and the Diocese
were delighted that she was
ablt_e o' come, She visited the
projects funded by KNH. in the
peninsula and south of the
peninsula  such as the homes
at Pandateruppu, Vaddukoddai
Manipay  Inuvil and the vari-
ous day care centres She
also made an exhausting day
trip to Delft, to see the day
care centre there.

The other visitors were
three Canadian students. Ray-
mond Sokalski is an M. A.

student at Peradeniva Univer~
‘sity. He is doing a thesis on

“Canadian aid to Sri Lanka".

Edith Baragar and Fiona Mal-

drew are students at

University studying
ional Development.
nf the,lf 8 udies, U
ding a .

Christian ~ Childre;
Canada They were initially
sent to Haiti, bat were pulled
out from there and sent to Sri-
Lanka when the political situa-
tion deteriorated. It may bea
surprise to us, that other
countries held to be less safe
than Sri Lanka They were
able to spend ten days in Jaffna
during which they visited the
projects sponsored by the C. C.
F.C. Having been isolated
from visitors, even from the
south, over the last few years
it is a pleasure have visitors,
especially ones who bring us
into contact with the churches
abroad now that a few have
started to come, we hope that
more people will feel free to
come. and visit us in the
north

to it and that they won laurels
in other fields as well. It was
during her period that Vem-
badi earned its name and
shone in every field. She was
founder of many associations.

Some time back when a
few of us met her and spoke
to her about of 150th anniver-
gary of the school she was
very enthusiastic and gave us
a suggestion and advice.

Her vission, courage, and
a determiation are to be ad-
mired and followed Vembady
owe much to her and in deep
gratitute we thank God for
her fruitful life and deticated
service
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EDIMORIAL

Educational Realities ¢‘Midst Political Crises’

The new Scheme of Education which has been introduced in
our schools without an abrasively amplified microphone: is an
encouraging sign that educational planpers in Sri Lanka are be-
ginning to treat the future with respect

* Assignments” of projects around subjects of contemporary
interest and periodical “assessment” of students’ performance
for the record, certainly affords an image change in Education
long overdue. The key factor in the new Scheme 18 we note;
student interest in the pursuit of knowledge

From reports reaching us, we are informed that not much
of optimism has been displayed by some for the new change.
The Scheme has put many teachers and education officials on
toes and most parents on edge.

The working of the Scheme doubtless needs all the teach-
er's ingenuity to complete the syllabus on time with the re-
quisite assignments faithfully carried out. More importantly, it
needs all the parent’s skill and patience to din into his child
the naked truth that the educational value of the experiment
would bz considerably eroded and the whole purpose lost if a
tutor were to be engaged by the parent to do the references
and reading for the child.

Many of our educational ills
easy solutions But on that score, let us not be naive. There
are some two and a half million students sattending the near
16,000 schools in this cruntry with a teacher capacity of some
21c.00r. Why should many of our school students become sym-
bols of fear and futility when confronted with school assign-
ments and run frantically to their parents in despair and agony
for help? The reason is simple. We have not been fair by
our wards. They have not been given the chance in school or
outside, to think for themselves Problems are worked out for
them: essays are written for them and even references in the
school library or village reading room are perhaps made for
them by dutiful private tutors at the request of parents, while
the child is glued to the television set at home — an entertain-
ed slave of a technology that has destroyed his ability to think

= blame cannot be really pinncd on the poor child alone.
_rearing in our schools teenagers whn have no other
of life in our country except that of war and ethnic
conﬂtct. Their minds should be opened for larger vistas in Edu-
cation than the present system of collecting their ‘notes” exer-
cise book and running to their tutor or their return from school.

~ The unpredictable twists and turns of Sri Lankan politics-
should not blind us to the fate of our children in our schools-
Parents, teachers and educational authorities must be in control
when it counts.

Sri Lanka could boast of its 85 per cent literacy. But func=-
tional literacy —the failure to read and write well enough to
be a productive citizen is on the increase How many of our
people can de code a bank statement? How many can fill up a
torm requiring particulars for rehabilitation or an application for
refugee aid offered by an organisation? Even jobs like cooking
today are not that simple in a commercial kitchen or a hotel.

today are not susceptible to

Let us not be naive but face the situation in our country
in education squarely. In a technological socielty voung illite-
rates became superfluous and often end up as adult criminals.
The educational system in times of crisis should reflect not the
aids and props by which the system should be kept alive but
the best traditions of an educational ethos, the principal in-
gredient of which is to make our children ¢hink.

Writing an Essay on Sir Issac Newton a school boy in
High School who became a US President later is reported to have
writlen : * When lssac Newton saw the apple fall. he did
not rush. pick it up and eat it Eduocation is meant to make peo-
ple think"

off and oll’ banneri

May Day Message - 1988, have ben
4 from entering the sea, the
On this day dedicaled to farmer whose produce could

the wotkers of the world, we
of this centre identify our-
selves with the working class
and the masses who depend on
them.

not even be harvested, the daily
wage earner who has not been
employed on most day due to
lack of raw material and fuel
and absence of any economic
activities and even the monthly
paid worker who is surrounded
by uncertinities in his day to-
day life deserve our sympathy
and support,

We also note that the ab-
sence of orgenised bodies to
spot-light the sad plight of the
workers has resulted in their
continuing to experience these

We also share the state of
anxiety and fear experienced
by all in the region as a result
of the present situation. In
particular, our feelings go out
to the workers of all sectors,
specially those whose working
conditions and employment op-
portunities have been badly
affected - The fishermen who
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The Curtain Falls on Jaffaa Schools’ Cricket

( By Victor S. Kiruparaj)

The curtain has come down
on the Jaffffna Schools' Cricket
season, and despite a rather
belated start, seven matches
in all have been completed
with quiet gaiety and splen-
dour Even the merciless heat
of the March sun did not deter
the schools from going through
their engagements.

Four Schools St. John's,
St. Patricks, Jaffna Central and
jaffina College opted to play
with Canagaratnam Madhya
Maha Vidyvalaya coming in as
a late starter.

St, John's started off the
geason  with a handsome ten-
wicket win over St Patricks in
a rather low scoring match
where bowlers virtually domis
nated play Her engagement
against Jaffna College came a
cropper when play could not be
continued on the Second day.
St John's however sat pretty,
at the end of the first day’s
play Playing against the OLD
JOHNIANS, the school boys
tookk first innings honours.
Canagaratnam M M V., fresh-
ers into the Schools' arena
proved easy meat for St Johns's.
Canagaratnam M M V. went
down by an innings St. John's
which accomodated Canaga-
ratnam M, M V rather late in
the season, just before the
Term Tests commenced failed
to ;lzin a fixtare, to Jaffna Cen-
tral,
‘ache’, the better it would ¢ g

A ‘Cloudburst’, a heavy
convectional downpour, depri-
ved Jaffna deprived Jaffna Cen-
tral playing their annual fix
ture against St Patricks. Con-
solation came her way whena
strong OLD CENTRALITES
combine’ got the better of the
Schools Team in a thrilling
5run win Jaffoa Central then
took on Canagarainam M M V
and figured in a resounding
innings win over the latter. A
belated gesture of goedwill on
the part of Jaffna College saw
the Vaddukoddei Institution
crush the better equipped Jaffna

difficulties, In the past the
workers were represented by
politically oriented bodies based
in Colombo. As a result of
the break-down of communica-
tion between Colombo and the
region and the virtual supres.
sion of political activities the
workers have become voiceless
We take this opportunity to
urge society in geoeral and
workers in particular to form
organisations interested genuines
ly in the welfare of workers
and social needs.

On this day we dedicate
ourselves to the cause of pro-
moting such organisalions.

We end with the hope that
MAY DAY 1989 will see the
working Closs of the region
in an atmosphete of security,
Peace and Prosperity

— Rev. Dr. 5. J. Emmanual

Less said about this heart-

Central combine by 3 wickets
in a limited 50 over game play-
ed on Jaffna Central grounds,

St Patricks which had been
very unfortunate having but
played against St. Johns had
the consolation of taking on the
OLD PATRICIANS in a limi-
ted 50 over game-The School
boys beat their experienced
rivals by 11 runs

Jaffna College which beat
Jaffna Central took on Canaga-
ratuam M M V in a limited
over game. The game could
not be completed.

Canagaratnam M M.V.
which had the privilege of play=
ing Jaffna Central St. john's
and Jaffna College also took
on the OLD JOHNIANS in a
* friendly '.

The annual BATTLE OF
THE GOLDS between Jaffna
College and St Patricks con'd
not come off due to unforseen
circumstances. It is reliably
understood that this match may
be played this term

Among the School-boy bats-
men | Johnian S.N Buvana-
ratnam is the pick of ths lot.
An unbeaten 130 against the
OLD JOHNIANS and an ele-
gant 78 against Canagaratnam
M M. V. places him in an
enviable position. Other g
men who have impres
Johnians S- Satheesau

OLD jt 1

chandran 42 against |
garatnam M. M V, Jaffna Co
lege Skipper. N. N:th_larj‘:mr
uubeaten, pnlverising 50 ag
jaffna Central was a gem of
an innings. A breezy 49 by
Patrician A M Nimalraj again-
st the OLD PATRICIANS,
took the high spot. Canaga-
ratnam M M. V. lad, M. Sumen-
thiran, came into the limelight
of first class school cricket,
when he punched an efferves-
cent 38 against the prestigious
Institution, St. Johns:  The
Ariyalai lads are natural sports=
men. Provided with the right
* backgrotnd ', they could beat
the best, in the North

Among the bowlers, johnian
Skipper L. Sanjeevan and Centra- ;
lite E. Bonfeliuss have been o
credited with match bags of 2.
over 10 wickets, Sanjeevan,
has had a match haul of 11
wickets for 38 runsagainst St.
Patricks and 11 for 45 against
Canagaratoam M M V. E. Bon-
felius of Jaffna Central has im-
pressed with a handsome hat-
vest of 13 wickets for 48 runs
against Canagaratnam M. M.V,
Among the other school-boy
bowlers, Patrician Loyala struck
gold when he returned the in-
credible figures of 3 for 0
against St Johns in their meagre
first innings total of 95.
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