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Fake accord: what’s JVP up to?

In Sri Lanka, politics has
always been seasoned with a
lovely touch of the absurd. so
it was not entirely out of cha-
racter. Last week's dramatic
annoucement of an agreement
between the Sri Lankan Gover-
ment and the Janatha Vimuk-
thi Peramuna ¢(JVP ) was fol-
lowed by the startling revela-
tion that JVP had not been in-
volved in any negotiations and
that the signatures of the JVP
leaders, Mr. Rohana Wijeweera
and Mr Upatissa Gamanayake,
were not authentic.

For three weeks in April
and early May, the National
Security Minister, Mr. Lalith
Athulathmudali negotiated with
Mr. K C. Senanayake, a 24°

. year old dropout from Colombo

University, who had court cases
pending against him for forgery,
in the belief that he represent-
ed the jvP. The first doubts
about the authenticity of the
agreement surfaced hours after
it had been made public, when
newspaper offices and journa-
lists received telephone calls
from JVP men who described
the agreement as a hoax. The

firmed when Mr. Senanayake
told journalists that he thought
the agreement was a fake He
admitted that he had never
met the JVP leaders, nor had
he seen them put their signa
tures on the agreement.

1f any further confirmation
that the JVP had nothing to
do with the agreement was
necessary, it came the follow-
ing day when a candidate for
the provincial council in the
gouthern province, Dr. K. S. N.
Fernando, was shot dead.

No softening of line

The same day, newspapers
received a letter signed by Mr.
Upatissa Gamanayake, the gene-
ral secretary of the JVP, stat-
ing that his party was not go-
ing to barter its principles in
return for a lifting of proscrip-
tion. The letter did not re-
veal any softening of the JVP's
line, and it listed a number of
demands which the Government
should meet in addition to
lifting the proscription. Some
of them, such as the release of
JVP prisoners were within the
realm of political credibility.
Others. such as the immediate
dissolution of the Government
and the holding of fresh elec-
tions, were clearly meant to in-
dicate that the JVP was not as
desperate to come to an agree-
ments as was thought earlier,

Violence from the JVP has
continued, and provincial coun-
cil candidates are being shot
with a monotonous regularity.
The Sri Lankan Government,
by not “abrogating ' the agree-
ment, has offered an uncondi-
tional lifting of the ban on the

e

party if it will cease violence
and lay down arms. The JVP
appears to have rejected this
carrot and decided to continue
as an underground party

To understand why Lhe
JVP has rejected the opportu-
nity to lay down arms and
join the normal democratic pro-
cess. it is necessary to examine
its experience as a legal poli-
tical party from 1977 to July
1983, when it was proscribed
after the anti-Tamil riots.

Narrow support

During its period of lega-
lity, the JvP had the advan-
tage of being able to carry out
political work openly and widen
its support base among rural
youth students, teachers, and.
to a lesser extent among work-
ers Its support, however, re-
mained fairly narrow, as was
revealed during its forays inte
electoral politics, Mr. Rohana
Wijeweera, the party’s presi.
dential candidate in 1982 got
only about & percent of the
vote- He trailed a long way
behind Mr. J. R. Jeyawardene
and the SLFP candidate, Mr.
Hector Kobbakaduwa T

JVPs experiérce in local body

elections was not much better.
However, this lack of success
was compensated by the advan-
tage of being able to do pro-
paganda work openly without
fear of being harassed .

Interestingly, the Jvp alse
managed fo increase its follow-
ing in the plantation Tamil
area, and even in the Tamil
areas in the north and the east
during this period. During his
presidential campaign, Mr. Ro-
hana Wijeweera addressed a
well attended meeting in Jaffna,

The ban on the jvP in
1933 was a heavy blow and
has left its leaders deeply sus-
picious of the ruling party.
After the anti-Tamil pogrom in
July, the JvP, the Communist
Party of Sri Lanka and the
Nava Sama Samaja Party were
held responsible for the vio-
lence and banned The ban on
the CPSL and the NSSP were
lifted later, but the JVP con-~
tinued to be illegal, although
the party has strongly denied
that it had anythtng to do
with the riots.

The sudden ban crippled
the party. During six years of
open political worlk, all the par:
ty cadres had emerged over-
ground and had exposed thems
selves to the Government,
The police were able to crack
down on the JVP and ifs sym:
pathisers ruthlessly.

Knowledgeable sources think
that within the JVP. there could
be a feeling that this lifting of
the proscription is another trick
by the Government to lure
VP members out into the

Wedding ‘O
Mather — Mythili

After e —tioubiled yBars of
late, St. Reters Church Jiffaa was
able to hold an elaborate Wedding
Service on Wednesd iy the 1B8th
May a1 5.30 a.m. The parties
wera Rev. Belvam [Jeyakumar Ma-
ther son of Mr. & Mrs, C. N Ma-
ther of Manipay and Stella Maythi-
It Thicgarajah youogest daughter
?E the late Mr. R, K. Thiagara-
jah ‘and  Mrs, L. C Thiagarajzh
of Clock Tower Road, Jaffua, Rev,
Harold Fernando the President of
the Ceylon Methodist Conference
solemnizad the wedding  assisted
by Rev. K, T. Matthish and Rev,
K. P, Goviadaraj, The Homily
was preached by Rev, D, S, Thia-
garajah the elder brother of the
bride,

The wedding was followed by
4 luach at Gnanams Tourist Ho-
tel in  which many people wers
able to take part.

Jaffna Christian Union

The Jaffna Christian Union
conducted its Annual General
Meeting on Saturday the ldth
of May at the Y., M C. A build.
ing Jaffna-
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METHODIST ClHuRey

Me. ]. G Arassratnam, Rev.
A W. Jebanesan, Mr, N. Beadle,
Mr. V. Kirapairaj,

CHURCH oF CEYLON

’ br. 5. E. Thevassgayam, Mr.
Sam Sathaseevan, Mr, J. N. Pon.
miah, Raev, Jevarajan,

Obituary
Mrs, Kamala Devasagayam

The death occurred on Mon-
day the 16th of May of Mrs,

Kamale Devasagayam of Araly
East.

The funeral took place on the
following day at Araly at 3 30 p m.
and the remaine were them taken
to Vaddukoddai cemetery for in.
{erment.

She leaves behind besides her
busband, Ranjith and Rokan
(sons) and Nimmi and Chryshan-

“ thi (daughters).

* # #*

e Syl

Q 1 Alagath

Hr. Samuct Alagathurai Cham=

Office bearers for 1983-89 year.

President ;
Vice Presidenis: Mr, R, Ariarat-
pam., Rev, Sam Thampos

Rev. C. I'. Roberts
Mr S. P. Jeeva-

Secretary :
Assi, Secretary
nantham
Treasurer: Mr. G. Anappah
Auditor: Mr. A, Rajasiogham
Committee Members:
Bl ST,

Rev. G. D, Anandarajan, Rev.
M. Tharmakulasingham, Rev, M,
Thevathasan, Dr. S. Jebanesan.

open in preparation for another
crackdown There is fear that
the new members who have
been recruited and the cells
which bave been formed since
1933 will be exposed leaving
the party vulnerable to any
government which wants to
crack down on it

Besides this deep suspicion
of the UNP, the jVP tends to
regard itself as a secret, re-
volutionary party, modelled on
the Bolshevik party in pre-re-
volutionary Russia. There could
be a feeling among the cadres
that the JVP has nothing to
gain by becoming legal and
that it should continue with its
present tactics as long as the
UNP Government is in power.

The JVP sees itself as be-
ing involved in a *'patriotic
war " against the [ndo=5Sri Lan-
ka accord and the *‘traitors”
who support it- The killing of
these *'traitors" has become
an integral part of its tactics.
The JVP, therefore, is unlike.
1y to come overground unless

(Continued on page 41

Rev. ]. Sarvanaathan

residence at Stwariz lane,
dikuli,

He leaves bshind besides his
wife Jeevu, three diughters — Ra-
thini Selvasothy, Shiranee Anura
Shantha and Yogini Thavasaga-
yam.

o L] *
Mrs. Daisy Sinnathamby

Mrs. Daisy Kirupainayagam
wife of Mr. Sionathamby Kirupai-
nayagam of Madduavil passed away
on Wedne.day the Lith of May.
She wais the diuthier of the late
M¢. Karthegesu and Mrs. Lily
Karthigesu of Uduvil,

The funeral took place &t
her residence at Madduvil Chava-
kachcheri om Saturday the llth
of May at [0.00 a. m.

She leaves behind besides her
husband, Florence and Stellera
(daughters) and Amaran Tuoad
(son ).

" ¥
Mrs. Grace David Asirwatham

Mrs, Grace Asirweatham wife
of the late Mr. David Asirwa-
tham of Uduvil passed away on
Thursday the Oth of May. The
funeral took place at her resi-
dence at Love lane Uduvil on
Sunday the 15th of May at 3.30
p. m.

She leaves behind Arulnathan,
Siti (sons) and Kirupai, Thava:
malar, Amutbamalar, Thevamalar
and Thivyamalar (daughters).
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EDITORIAL

The Tamils and the Peace Plan

Overall, the tenor of life in Jaffna today, though not un-
ruffled, is not beset with very serious problems as during the
last three months of 1937.

People are generally back to the anchors to which their life
had been previously moored Schools are picking up momen-
tum. The farmers are busy cutting the big flagged leaves of
tobacco, the principal cash crop for the year in many parts of
Jaffna: the Central Transport Board is operating more buses: the
hospitals in Jaffna no longer traumatised by disruption have
begun to cater to patients needs to the best of their ability.
The IPKF have chosen to daub their bunkers with clay made
out of the native soil. The bunkers are perhaps intended to
appear scenic specks in the landscape. The gamutl of human
miseries, though not completely wiped out, has registered a sharp
decline in Jaffna.

But the road to PEACE for the Tamils has the appear-
ance of a mirage While the path i3 being cleared of political
blocks, the decision of the Indian Government suddenly, to im-
pose an impediment on the educational facilities in India hitherto
offered in ample measure to the Tamil students of Srti Lanka,
is a seemingly inexplicable development.

The picture is as yet not clear to us for the simple reason
that the early records of Education in Jaffna in relation to the
mother country tell a different story The first graduates of
the Madras University, (established in 1837 by the British goy-
ernment ) were two Jaffna Tamils from the Baiticotta Seminary—
Carrol Visvanathan and C. W. Thamotherampillai The portraits
of these two Tamil pioneer scholars who towered over their
colleagues at Batlicotta and cast a glamour over their scholar-
ship and erudition adorn the halls today of the Daniel Poor
Library at Jaffna College.

Again in 1891, jaffna College (established in 1872) was affi-

" liated to the Calcutta University up to the F. A. and two years

tater up to the B.A. [Calcutta was then the capital city of

~ Women's Education did not take on, a different pattern.
The first graduate of Uduvil Girls' College (founded in 1824)
entered the Women's Christian College, Madras in 1919 and
got her B.A. degree in 1973

In this backdrop, the current development in India iz na-
turally viewed by the Tamil community in Sri Lanka with un-
derstandable bewilderment particularly at a time when New Delhi
and Colombo are about to settle down with ardour to sort out
the political problems facing Sri Lanka today.

Entrapped as the Tamil people are, in a vicious circle of
self-accelerating problems, the price paid in human suffering for
the Tamil community would be very heavy, if the new rules
are rigidly enforced The emotional trauma of parents leaving
back their children in India is an unfortunate fall-out of the
PEACE PLAN.

It is our fervent hope that the Indian government would
sot decide for any reason on snapping a link which had been
of mutual benefit and strength to both countries, and had shaped
the thought currents of the best intellects of both lands for
well nigh two centuries.
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Dr. S, Satkunarajah  Consul-

About one hundred teach-

ers from various parts of the
Northern Province participated
at this retreat. They were di-
vided into five groups for pa-

Dr. Satkunarajah is the sldest
son of the Lale Mr. & Mr, B, K.
Somasundram of Yaddukoddai ‘and
an old boy of Jalfor Colieke,
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Fake accord: what's JVP......

(Continued from page 1)

it devises Some other method
of fighting this *war".

Matter of prestige

It appears to have made it
a matter of prestige to disrupt
this round of elections to the
provincial councils, which are
being held in the JVP heart-
land in the southern and wes-
tern provinces. Ten people
have been killed in the week
after the announcement of the
‘‘agreement ”, and the security
forces are expected to start
their regular operations again

While the JveP will do all
it can to disrupt this round of
elections, it is expected that
violence will taper off once
parliamentary elections are an-
nounced —since the VP will
not want to give the Jeyewar-
dene Government an excuse to
postpene them. For the VP,
the two most immediate goals
are to remove the UNP Gov-
ernment and to scrap the Indo-
Sri Lanka account., For these
reasons. it is likely to support
the SLFP in the hope that an
SLFP Government will scrap
or ‘renegotiate” the accord.

The other major question
is the impact the damaging
affair of the fake agreement
will have on the ruling party.
So far, the Government has
taken the line that whether the
"agreement ' was false or not,
the ban on the JV:
lifted, and it is
party to respond by :
arms. There has been a wide-
spread public feeling that the
Government should make such
a gesture towards the Jvp
and try and bring the party
back into the fold of demo-
cratic politics In the Sinhalese
areas, there is alsp a feeling
that if the Government could
pardon the Tamil militants, they
should do the same for the
Sinhala militants of the Jjvp
So the UNP is in fact, res-
ponding to public opinion By
doing so, it has to an extent
taken the wind out of the sails
of the SLFP.

Athulath tali's ‘defe

The one person who could
be hurt is Mr Lalith Athulath
mudali, who was responsible
for the negotiations He has
attracted criticism for announ=-
cing the so-called agreement
just hours after he had signed
it, without waiting for the sig-
natures of the JVP leaders to
be authenticated. He has de-
tended himself by saying that
he acted in good faith, and
whether the agreement was
genuine or not, what is impor-
tant is that the JVP has been
given a chance to give up
violence ard come out into the
open.

Public memory is notorious-
ly short, as most politicians
have discovered to their gra-
tification, it would not be sur-
prising if within the next few
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Obituary

Rev, 5. T. Asirvatham

We regret to record the pass-
i0g away of the Rev S, T. Asiy-
Vvatham, The fuseral took place
in Sydney Australia on Wednes-
day the 18th of May, As is well-
knowo he was a Pastor in our
Churches for many years and re- o
tired only in 1983 He was the J
son of Colparteur Thevathasan of
North Earlalai and was born in i
1903, He was educated at Jaffoa X"
College and joined the United A S
Theological College Banpgalore in .
1927, After graduation he joined i
the Minlstry of the old S 1. U.C.
Church along with Bishop Kulan-
dran and Sevak Selvaratoam in AR
1931 and was posted to Usan =3
He served in maoy of our im-
portant churches like Uduvil, Ka- £
rainagar, Pandateruppy, Chava-
kacheheri, Manipay and Navaly.

‘When he was at Pauodaterup- ;
pu he was instrumental in cele-
brating  the centenary of the
Church for which he wrote a
souveait which we understand is
preserved in the British Moseum.

He matried Goanaratnam
daughter of Catechist Subramani-
am and slster of Sevak Selvg.
ratnam. She was a dynamic pi
sonality and was of great help
him in his ministry. After
death he wrote a
memory of her, A:
was very popular. He ws
sonality very affible a

The Service w
the Parish Priest, Re
dason, W. K. Thevath
the Bible Leison.
was preachcd by
Ambalavavar,

Rev. Ambalavanar
bute said that he had
lege of working with Pa
vatham from 1950,
the Evangslistic Ce
he was tha Evangeli
of the Jaffoa Diocese,
one whao was greatly ’
respected by Christians and
dus, in all the Parishes
served. He also served ﬁr
‘Diocesan Committees and
and helped the Diocese
WAYS.
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council elections ( June
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agreement with the
ly ceases to remain
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