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Jaffna College Alumni
get together in London

The alumni of jaffna Col-
lege in the London area had a
social get-together on Saturday
the 30th of April in the Acton
Town Hall. This was an addi-
tional gathering between the
Annual General Meetings and
It was very well attended with
over 250 present. It also gave
an opportunity for the alumai
to meet Lhe Principal Mr Ka-
dirgamar who was on his way
via London to the Trustee meet-
in Boston, USA.

The alumni committee tried
out a new experiment this time
in doing the catering itself so
as to reduce costs and to save
some money to help the Col-
lege  Several families helped
out with Mrs Ranee K:dirga-
mar as the convenor. [t was
good to see the families of
Arulampalam Selveratnam  Nos]
Rajaratnams, Kathiresans, Mic-
hael Selvaratnams, Chandrara-
jans, Chandrapals, Thurairat-
nam. Melchiors moving around
with ovens, rice cookers etc.,
- preparing and serving the meals.
The decor and floral arrange-

were arganised by Rat-
Jebanand

1es 2 out
i rangements The
seét up was reminiscent
of the great social tunctions at
Jaffna College —the Academy
‘and Undergraduate Dinners and
Socials and the several such
colourful co-educational func-
tions at Jaffna College. It was
a joyous occasion.

The meeting commenced
with prayer by Mr. R. 5. Chan-
drarajan, the Treasurer, and the
opening remarks of Mr. Selva.
ratmam, the Chairman, who also
welcomed the Principal very
warmly. The Principal was
then invited to speak. This
was the first time the Principal
of the College was present for
such an alumni function in
London, and to Mr. Kadirgamar
it was also the last (une as
Principal as he is due to retire
ghortly, The oldest member
present in the gathering was
Mr. Kathiravelu jeyaratnam, a
student and outstanding sports-
man in the 30s, and there
were several students of the
latter B0s present who were
hovering affectionately around
the Principal Mr. J. H. Aria-
ratnam, the former registrar of
the Uundergraduate department
too, was present and it was
good to have the Balarath
Jeeveratnams from Australia
present as visitors. While many
of those present did not know
each other, as they belonged to
different generations at Jaffna

:‘i,ﬁ_gf‘_r‘ci‘_iﬂ!ma.'

Mr. S. V. Vyramuttu

Mr. Solowion Vethanayagam
Vyramutin who passed away
on Saturday [21.588) at his
residence at Tellippalai was a
teacher at Union College Tel-

lippalai till his retirement g
He was 87 years old /5

1951,
the time of his death

He was an alumnus of Jaff-
na College Vaddukoddai where
he played cricket for the school
in the early twenties, He was
well known as a gpin bowler
and had then a good bowling
record in school cricket in the
North

I was a colleague of Mr.
Vyramuttu at Union College
for about a decade and lafer
his Vice:Principal. What [ was
able to admire in him was the
sense of character and strength
he was able to project in the
welter of problems which con-
fronted the schools and of our
school at that time, particular+
ly after the *take-over'.

It may be that what Mr.
Vyramuttu stood for, did not
always have the backing of
many-ef his-collcagues: It may

College, Mr. Kadirgamar had a
very pleasant fime down me-

' i $ Sea-
- aries and stu-
- d od of 47 years

‘of close association with (he

‘the College. Not only were some
of them surprized that the Prins
cipal knew them by name but
also by their pranks and mis-
chief in school !

The Principal's speech was
the high-light of the function
and was given a pin-drop ap-
preciative hearing, He gave a
full picture of the situation in
Jaffna in general and of the
school in particular and as he
concluded the speech, was given
a stanling ovation by the en
tire gathering. which was most
touching. The vote of thanks
was proposed by Dr, Chandra-
pal.

The fellowship dinner and
disco then followed and the
happy function wound up ag
1] p. m. The brochures on the
K. A. Selliah Memorial Foun-
dation and the appeal of the
parent OBA for the Jubilarians
Fund was also distributed.
Many individuals showed great
interest in the scholarship pro-
gramme at the College and
much is expected from this
group in future.

The Principal also express-
ed the fact that alumni groups
were now springing up in To-
ronto and Sydney due to the
inspiration given by the Lon-
don group The Annual Gene-
ral Meeting will now follow in
September and decisions will
be made to make tangible aid
to the College

be lh;ft‘ his views were often
too visionary anpd unpractical
m a mundane age.

But of one thing we can
be certain. In any issue Mr.
Vyramutty championed, he was
not a weebit concerned about
Victory or defeats His overrid-
ME concern was anty with the
subliminal rules of the game.

~C. E R

o fﬁl tary
Nallathamby Paramanantham

We are sorry to record the
demise of Nallathamby Parg-
manathan on Tuesday the 10th
of May 1958 at his residence at
8, 55th Lane, Wellawatte. He
was Deputy Finance Manager
at the Ceylon Electricity Board
at the time of his death, He
was one of the inmates of the
S. L. U, C. Hostel at 5, Boswell
Place, Wellawatte when the
Revds. G. M, Kanagaratnam and
K 5 Jeyasingham were build-

ing up our Colombo congre-

g'a.l_tion and served the Church
with loyalty and devotion. He

contributed much towards the .

lite and witness of the Church.

The funeral service took place 3
on Thursday the 12th of May =

at 800a.m The Rev. T

Premarajah  assisted by
Rev. H R S 2

‘ducted the

‘Mather paid the

remains w et :
General Cemetery atte for
interment He leaves behin

his wife Puspam, Pathmini
( daughter ) Zginbia and Kana-
hendran U- K- (son ).

% ° ]
Mr. E. W. Alagaratnam

We are sorry to record th®
death of Wr. Eliyathamby Wal-
ter dlagaratnam husband of
Leela Alagaratmam of Glass
House jaffna. The funeral took
place on Saturday the 23th
of May at 8.30 a m. at his
residence at Rakka Road Chun-
dikuli Jaffna and the remains
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were then taken to Chundikuli
cemetery for interment, e
. He leaves behind besid
h}s wife Leela four childr:;df-’
Lhangra and Mahiba  (now
working in Sweeden ), Hector
Chandrakumar ¢ Ceylon Inter
Continental } and Angel,

— e S el SR

5 C.M: Camp
The S C. M. units of Udu~

vil Girls College and jaffna

College conducted = three

camp at Jaffna College Vaddu
koddai from Friday the 27th
to Monday the 3oth of May.
One hundred and twenty stu..
dents and twelve teachers par-
ticipated The theme of the
Camp was "' Living in the light "
Rev D 5. Thiagarajsh conduct~
ed the Bible studies The other
speakers were Mr Je h
David, Rev. G D Anandarajans
Dr. R. Porter. Mrs. D. §. Thi-

san

called to rest
"No rose so lovely as »
smile,
No path so pleasant as the
ong she trod,
Her loving voice made music
all ths while, _ ¢
And Oh the comfort her sweeg
presence shed." s
Fondly remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
‘their families and her bl'afﬁu\.

Vaddukoddai.

Random Thoughts Couched in Verse
When the Writer Was Warded at
Ward Nineteen Not Too Long Age

(1)

The tall and dignifsd KNIGHT

OF THE HEALING TOUCH

At ward niueteen ne'er finds time to relax as such;
The moticulous Doc doss examine his patients
With care: an EMBODIMENT of lova and patience,

(2)

OLD HIPPOCRATES does rua

in ths gond Doac's vein,

In his DIAGNOTIC SKILL — supreme he doth reigo;
His MINISTERING ANGELS do walk in his -shnd_qw.
Such privilege do they yearn for—Ii's in their marrow.

(3)

I once heard him quiz a few third-year MEDICOS

On STABLE ANGINA or was it COMA GL&XO!

A stern TASK MASTER, he makes thgm dig into the roots,
Preciss and thorough are they all then in their TUTS.

(4)

i broad;
GREENER PASTURES npeler did Jure the doctor sbroad;
His Jove for his FOLKS has kept him here in good sccord,
The Intengive Care Unit— his BRAIN CHILD so new,

"Twas this DEDICATED KNIGHT who had u v;;;ﬂ ;“M} 8

all undelivered issues - €&

vagarajah and Dr. S Jebane-
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4 27-5-1988 & 3-6-1088

EDITORIAL COMMENTS
The Rocky Road

The facts are grim. The General Secretary of the UNP,
Mr. Nandalal Fernando, was gunned down in the Pamankade
area South of Colombo on the morning of 20-5-88. This Wis

followed in close succession by the killings of Provincial Coun-
cil candidates, Mr, A D Jeyasekara of the yyp and Mr, S, Y.
Rodriquez of USA, contesting seats in the Central Province, and
Western Province respectively.

The assasinations were gruesome
of militancy in the areas where the killings are reported to
have taken place, Along with UNP candidate for the Central
Region Provincial council, five supporters were, according to pes
ports, gunned down in the same bedroom where they
aleeping for the night after an election meeting.
of the USA was a 72-year old veteran who,
reports, was killed by a teenager, bringing
assasinations up to date to eighteen,

and revealed a pew waye

were
The candidate
according to news
the total of political

While political violence is appearing to pick up momentum,
as the dates for Provincial Council polls— June 2 for the Cen-
tral and Western Provinces and June 9 for the Southern Pro-
vince — are drawing nigh. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, confront-
ed now with specifiics relating to the implementation of the
Indo-Sri Lankan Accord falready 10 months old ) has decided
fo send the Indian Defence Minister Krishna Chandra Pant to Sri
Lanka "to brier the S#i Lankan government about tha military
situation in tho North and East gnd establish a tentative time-
Yable for elestions Yo the Provincial Councils in ihe area”

{ The Hindu %6:5-88 )

Mr. K. C. Pant, we learn, is the first high level emissary
from New Delhi to visit Sri Lanka since Ociober, 1937, When
military offensives in the North and East reached a new high,
the first high level emissary to arrive from India in 5ri Lan-
ka after the 1983 holocaust was Mr. G Parthasarathy, ths spe-
cial envoy of Mrs. Indira Gandhi.

As we go to print, the Indian Defence Minister is yet fo

arrive in the Island. But the cautiously worded objectives of
PANT MISSION in' The Hindu of 26-5-83 indicate the un-

the situation prevailing in the country. The Sri

~the Weekend of 22-5-88. announcing news of

of a 45-day time-frame for phased IPKF w

y June or ly before P,

affna still finds itself shrouded in a politi-
phoebia and at times a reliance on force. “Ths
on Giant Step” at Vadamaradchy in May last year when
Sri Lankan government troops, some 4000-strong, operating frqm
war-ships, gunboats, helicopters, from Italian-made Marchetti airs
craft and British-made Strike Masters unleased their full fury
on certain focal points in the region was remembered on 27 5-88
by a *hartal” in Jaffna. In the same week last year, the Van-
Darponnai and Suthumalai areas were subject to bomb assaults,
the victims generally being those trapped in Temples.

It would be difficult to erase these grim memories frgm
the minds of the people of Jaffna, when virtua!lg the entire
might of the Sri Lankan war-machine went into action last May
to sweep the northern coastal belt and the_:n attempted later to
cast its tentacles over the entire Jaffna District

It was at this time when all seemed lost that Prime Minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi stepped dourly on the scene qf dgvastation.
The remaining story, since the time of the historic air-drop of
food for the Jaffna people. with MIRAGE fighter planes escort-
ing the Indian transport jets, is well known to our readers

It is yet to be seen if the PANT MISSIDN_ would be z
significant turn-around toward PEACE in the_ puhr_n:dl annals of
the country News of a furry of talks and interviews with the
LTTE prior Lo the visit fill some columns of our newspapers,
[0 this context the comment of Profcgsor A. J. Wilson which
we have taken from his statement on " The 8ri Lankan crisis ¢
constitutional and political eptions’, seem to us to be apposite ;—

“Toe quantom and powers and the areas in which powers are
to be devolved are subjects of megotiatior. But the two ques-
tions that are noo-negotiable are:—

(a) the ocwe-unit Tamil hemeland
tb! the one-unit Tamil homeland must
over its demographic composition."

have complste contral

Are we on the road to PEACE? Have our pe{'ue[’)t‘ions been
puerile? Why do the civilians at times feel sour? The ques-
tions are clear and pressing but the answers are far from evi-

dent

"I"HE_ __f\ilt_)ljil\{lg\rl 1 STAR

Meditation

Have you not heard his silent

steps?

He comes, comes, ever comes

Every moment and evVery age,

he comes, comes, ever comes.

Many' a song have I sung in many
have alwaya proclaimed 't

all their notes
comes ",

every day and every night

a4 mood of mind, but
He comes, comes, ever

In the fragnant days of sunny April through the forest path

he comes Comes; ever comes.

In the rainy gloom of July nights on the thundering chariot
of clouds he comeas COMES ever comes.

In sorrow after
heart, and it is the
joy to shine.

C. 5. L. Synod 1988

T — s

Sorrow it is his steps that press upon my
golden touch of hig feet that makes my

— Rabindranath Tagore.

Excerpts from the General Secretary’s Report .

As we celebrate (ke For-
tieth Anniversary of our great
Church, we praise God the
Father our Lord Jesus Christ.
He is also ' Our Father . The
same God was acknowledged
as the 'God of Abraham' in
whom all the nations down
through human history were to
be blessed (Gen,12:1) 1In an
eassy introducing the theme for
this Twentyfirst Session of our
Synod, ‘ Epuipping God's peo-
ple for Ministry In The World*,
I had ventured to suggest that

with w to it t
lives as Christians in this w
For one thing, of more than
two million members of our
Church almost 60% are illite-
rates or semilliterates living in
far-flung villages unable to use
the Bible as the basic tool for
their Christian nurture and
witnesa-© Thus, they are ex-
cluded from being ‘the people
of the Book’. From the pages
of the early history of Mis-
sionary enterprise in India, we
learn how the great Francis
Xavier. in the middle of the
16th century, had no other go
but to use the Lord's Prayer
for ‘'equipping’ the illiterate
fisherfolk converts in the yil-
lages around Punnaikayal in
Kanyakumari District: He had
insisted on these simple Chris~
tians to commit the *Our Fa-
ther, to memory that would
serve as the basic tool for their
grasping the essential message
of the Gospel.

For a second reason why
the ‘Lord's Prayer' is to be
a basic tool, I may point to
the five fundamental credal
elements of our Faith that are
found in this prayer which our
Lord Himsell had taught the
disciples. [ Luke 11:1-4; Mat-
thew 6:9=13). The whole of

the ew feaching in the Good
News of Jesus Christ is given
in a nutshell, as it were, in
this Lord's Prayer These re-
late to the new concept of
God as Father; to the
faith in a  Future wit
God: to the process of sha i
of Good for all human suste
nance; to the inevitable ne

for forgiveness as the
all personal and soci

and fifthlv, to the
f'

conducted by i
Premarajah. Rev

IN MEMORIAM

3

Feier N

IN AFFECTIONATE nm‘“-& :

EVERLOVING MEesoRry or il

Pillainayagam Thambithurai
Paramapathy

who was called Homa

on "
27th May 1987
God gave God has taken.
May His name be bl

Sorrowlng wifs and chi
and the father. i

Mrs, T. Puu_mw
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