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Hartley College

( One hundred and fifty years of
Bducational Service)

Hartley Ceylon, a Methodist
based but now a Goverment
School which has produced over
the years eminent scholars and
scientists of the calibre of Pro-
fessor C. | Eliezer and Dr. S.
Shanmugathasan is celebrating
its 150th anniversary this year.

This School was founded
in 1838 by the highly renown
ed educationist Rev Dr Peler
Percival who compiled the first
English — Tamil Dictionary and
was Professor of Tamil at the
Madras University on the sa-
lubrious shores of Pt Pedro)
It owes its name to Rev Hart-
ley the Secretary of the Me-
thodist Missionary Society for

the East who visited the School

during the Principalship of the
late Mr. C. P. Thamotheram
(1915—1943) It was Mr Tha-
motheram who raised the sta-
tus of the school to an exalt-
ed level by finding the Iland
putting up school buildings in.
cluding the hostel and present.
ing pupils to the Cambridge
Senior Examination at which
from 19%3 to 1967 Mr
the excellent results
2 produced consistent-
the University entrance

i 40

examinations. He also had the
school and the play ground ex-

tended introduced several co-
curricular activities madernized
the school and made it shine
in Cricket and Athletics at
national level. During the Prin-
cipalship of Mr. W. N. S Samue|
(1975 —1985) two new build
ings came up, the Thamothe.
ram Memorial Science block
and the Pooranampillai block.
A survey conducted two years
back by the Ministry of Edu-
cation of the G.C.E, (A L)
results examinaiion during the
previous ten years revealed that
Hartley had produced the se-
cond best results in the Island,
It was when the school was
on its way lo more and more
glory that disruption took place:
But even at the 1987 G.C, g
(A L) Examination it came
out fourth best although work-
ing under very adverse condj
tions in borrowed premises Lwo
miles away [rom its own, and
without library, laboratory or
play ground. During the vio-
lent struggles between the Sri
Lankan Army and ‘'the boys”
the library containing severa
thousand books was burned
{1-1-1984) the laboratory des-
poiled and most of the build-
ings damaged. As the school
had come within the prohibited
gecurily zone and the army
occupied parts of it, it had to
be shifted in May 1985 to the
relatively trouble free village
of Puttalai three miles away»
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Excerpts from the General Secretary’s Report

( Continwed form our lasi 158ue )

Sharing the gifi of Freedom and
Deliverance from Evil

.. 'Wbete the Spirit ot God
15 Lord, there is Freedom' de-
clared St Paul  Another vers
slon of the same text reads,
‘where the Spirit is Lord,
there is Liberty . These con-
Cepls of Freedom and libarty
are associated with the work
of the Holy Spirit and hence:
are to be shared as gifts with
all those who are denied or
deprived of their basic human
rights and liberty of lifa So
'when we pray to Our Father,
us mot into temptation, but
deliver us from evil, we de-
Sire and long for the gifts of
Freedom ang Liberation, not
only for the self, but indeed
for all of us who are part of
the family and accepted by
'Our  Father in Heaven'. In
His parable of the Last judge-
ment- Our Lord Jesus included
those victims of oppression and
bondages of all kinds when
He Challenged their fellow hu-
mans saying, ‘I was in pri-
son. but you did not visit me'-
In fact, 'He went on further
to own these vic
own blood brothers and sist
thus ac_::kn‘;_aviﬁed’ﬂ‘ing {

: tever you did not do for
the least of these my brothers
and sisters, you did not do
tor me’ (Malt, 25:31 -45 ),

Hence, Liberative action or
what I would call Ziberation
Ministries are certainly inextric-
able part of Christ’s mission
and therefore of all His follow:
ers and disciples in the Church
everywhere. In the past two
years under review how far
such Liberation Ministries were
undertaken in our Church as
a whole? With joy and humi-
lity, 1 can report of increasing
involvement in Human Rights
and *Justice to the Oppressed’
Ministries by several of our
Dioceses and groups of Chris-
tian members around the CsI
region.

Most obviously of course, the
great work done in Jaffna Dio-
cese in Sri Lanka in the midst
of continuing conflict and deep.
ening crisis, needs to be ac-
knowledged and supported by

where semi— permanent build-
ings were put up lo accommo-
date it. For nearly a year the
school functioned with only a
half wall separating it from
the army camps Now that the
Sri Lankan army has moved
out of Point Pedro steps have
to be taken to shift the school
back to its original premises
where a new Hartley is bound
to rise up Phoenix like under
the aegis of the present Princi-
pal Mr S, P. Balasingham, The
150th year celebration will be
taking place with the active
collaboration of the past pupils
association in Point Pedro The
Colombo branch and the Lon-
don branch will follow suit.
— Old Boy

tims as His

the whaole Church. Ever since

the Lthnic Riots began in 1983,
Bishop Ambalavanar and  his
colleagues in Jaffna had gone

about organising Rehabilitation
far thousands of displaced Ta-
mil ‘1ctims  Relief and provid-
Ing housing and even alterpate
employment opportunities  to
several hundred families. In
the process the families of
theé Bishop and scores of other
Church workers in that Dio-
cese, had o syffer many kinds
of " personal lo:s and pains not
t9 mention the anxiety deriv-
iIng from suspicion and mis-
understanding their role by fel-
low_Christians from other parts
of Sri Lanka

At the 198+ Synod at Se-
cuncerabad, a new Synod level
Cainmission for Study and Action
on Caste issues was set up, with
pirticular concern for support-
ing  Christians of Scheduled
Custes Origin in their struggle
for liberation towards Human
community. Under the efforts
of this Synod Commission some
Educative Literature has been
published in Telugu and in Eng-
lish during last year. But a
matter of particular satisfaction
1§ that we were able to

. : ;

generous support from ou
RMC partners  With the in-
terest earned on this fund,
about one lakh rupees will be~
come available each year to
award Scholarships for Leader-
ship Development from the most
needy members of the C5CO.
From this year on, this scheme
will become operative.

Al Rest
Mr. E. V. Ponnuthurai

Ernest: Velupiliai Ponnuthu-
rai (87) brother of Mr. 5. J. V.
Chelvanayagam (), C, of revered
memory, pissed away at Tellip-
palai oo 5-6-88. Toe Faoeral Ser-
vice took place at his residence
at Tellippalai on Monday 6-6-88
at 330 p, m.

The Rt Rev, D, ]. Ambalava-
nar, the Bishop of the Jaffia
Diocese of the C. S, I. conducted
the service, assisted by Rev. Chris
to Reberts, Presbyter of the Tel-
lippalai Church, Rev, K P, Govin-
darajah of St. Peter's Church, Jaff-
oa, Hev. D. C Ratnasingham and
Sevak Rev. Sam Allred. The grand
children of Mr. Ponnuthurai sang
a Special song. The Bishop prea-
ched the Sermon and paid the
tribute,

The committal rites were per-

formed at the Tallippali Church
burial grounds by Rev. Christa
Roberts and Sevak Rev. Sam
Alfred,

He leaves behind besides his
wife Nesamalar, daughters Mahil,
Kirupat, Sugunam, Pupitham and
Chandre and son Karunakaram.
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Lay Training Programme

The [nstitate for Ewvangeliats
8nd Lay Training (IELT) of
Marulhauamadam Chusnakam Orga-
nized a Lecture and Seminar on
" The History of the Ruman Ca-
tholic Chureh in Sy Lavka' by
Revi Fe. TV E leyaceelan, Vige
Directar of ths St. Francis Xavier
Seminary of Colon bagam
turday tke 4th June 1954,
35 peopls belonging to variong
denomination pariicipated in this
Seminar, Second part of this
leature will be held on Saturday

on Sa-
About

the 13th Juoe 1988, Thesa Semi. |

vars are uselul for the lay lead.
ers  who ‘dre iovolved ip the
Church Miﬁ_'.istry.

Wedding |

Visvalingam — Mills

Tbe marriage of Dr. Ghri.
shanta Ba’rsbjﬁ-ﬂ_ formerly of Green
Meamorial Hospital Manipay, to
Anusha daughter of Dr, and Mrs,
Awmirtham Mills of Sydney took
place recenily at the Church of
St. Paul Milagiriya, )

A well attended
held at the Hote

o

Dr. Samuel Gu
- Luther .
Departed: 27th M&y iﬁﬁ

"I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the ra 8

by his loved ooes.

A sarvice of remembrance and
thanksgiviog will held at St. John
the Baptist Church Churdkali on
18th Jone 1988 at 9a.m. =

Presence of friends abd rela-
tlons will be deeply appreciated.

IN MEMORIAM

CHERISHED MEMORIES
OF
Elizabeth Selvapoornam
19-12-1901 — 14-06-1977
AND
Rev. K. E. Thambyrajah
24-11-1896 — 28-07-1932
Thine for ever? Ol how bmt
They who find in thee, their resh,
Remembered with love
and gratitude,

! Chrislone "'y
Kurunegala,

The Libragi
TRt ety
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EDITORIAL
The Contemporary Political Scene

The First Chapter Concludes

Sri Lanka has slogged through its round of Provincial Coun-
cil elections in the Central and Western and Southern Regions,
exactly seden years away from the District Development Council
Elections in 1931.

In the second round, out of a total of 153 seats. the unp
won 87, the USA 60 the Mustim Congress 9 and the Liberal Parvty
( which contested only in the Western Province won two seats).
Of importance in this context is the claim of the Muslim Con-
gress leader that his party has annexed over one lakh of votes,
which would strengthen its potential as a bargaining power, in
future.

But the elections have exhibited hardly a propitious panora-
ma for PEACE. The second round which took place on 2-6-88,
registered a record wave of 165 acts of violence within 48
hours — burning of buses and lorries, flinging of boms, setting
fire to AGA's offices etc., etc

The panorama of violence apart, the character of the polls
has reflected very strong head winds in the political climate of
the country- The percentage of registered votes cast was only
61 per cent for the Western Province and 56 per cent for the
Central Province The announcement by President Jeyawardene
at Tangalle [through a written note handed over to Minister
Gamini Dissanayake who deputised for the President at an elec-
tion meeting,] Lhat he would investigate thoroughly all alleged
illegal acts reported of the UNP. adds a new dimension to the
political imbroglio.

Well calibrated warnings were also been given for the
Southern Region Provincial Council elections with the reported
killing of two candidates, one a United Socialist Alliance can-
didate and the other an Independent. [ncidents of arson and
other acts of violence were been reported from Deniyaya,
Welapanawa and Passara in the deep South.

/e go to print, the battle of nerves has concluded, in
Province. ' Four provincial councils were elected on

wo more were born on 2-6-83 and the seventh has
light of day on 9-6-88 Will the new arrivals put an
th ern insurgency and open up new vistas for the
working of the polls in the North and Eaat? The future
Enigmatic Features

In the meanwhile, the killings uurelated to the polls, point
to the impenetable tangles the government has to meet in its
gargantuan task of restoring PEACE in a land, torn asunder by
party and factional feuds. '[‘ELO'; bColombo l_eade: was repor@ed
shot dead on 3-6-83 and the Additional Magistrate of Vavuniya

on 4-6 B3.

“ Curioser aad curioser”, the quaint phrase _from_"Alice in
wonderland” has been aptly quoted by a writer in o Tamil
Times” of London to describe the comtemporary political situa-
tion in Sri Lanka.

In an aggravating exercise, as polling in a turbulent poli'ti—
cal climate, the spoilt votes cannot be blandly ?gnored or c]ts-
solved only in laughter- If nothing else, the spoilt votes which
on 2-6.88 amounted to 1082 per cent of the votes cast make
one of two factors clear Either the voters were |gqorant_ of
the voling system or lashed out in rage atlthe prewflhng situ~
ation In any event, the number of spoilt votes in Colombo
(61 124) the number in Gampaha |46, 466] apd the numl?er
in Kandy (48, 504 ) — places which cannot be juxtaposed wlt_h
a district like Nuwara Eliya— constitules a seamy and sordid
tale in our political annals

Means and Ends

As we go lo print, EROS is active, organising non violent
protests against the wanton destruction of human hie and‘ca_ﬂ]-
ing for an immediate cease-fire and a return to the negatlﬁatn;lg‘
table. The national dailies have also spotllﬂh_tcd Ithe PEACE
moves in which the Indian Research ?nd Analysis Wing (RAW )
is involved, with the LTTE in wm‘kmgl out a scl?eme olt Co{u.
promise it the LTTE is given a prominant role in the interim
government administration.

But these are all yet on the cards The Indian Defence
Mipister in his answers to questions put by the Press, is re-
ported to have said that the overriding concern of lndlal is not
fighting with individual militants but with achieving the 'cause’.

Buf if the ‘cause’ is to prosper, all reason and logic and
history point to an immediate cessalion of using any means
grossly disproportionate to the ends sought

Reminizeenes

Mr. E. V. Ponnuthurai

My first acquainstance with
Mr. Ponnuthurai was under very
bappy auspicess As a student at
Juffon College 1 was one ef those
in  the College chair which wa%
invited to 'perform’ at the Wed:
ding Service of Mr, Ponnuthurai
at the Vaddukoddai Church.

We wera in our, places on
lime. 1t was an all male voice
choir as there were no girls in
Jaffoa College at that time. Mr,
R C. S. Cooke, thena young mem-
ber of the Stuff directed the sing-
ing. Mrs, Nellie Bicknell wife of
the Principal with spectacles runn-
ing down her wais in the chior
(if [ remembear right), occasionally
miking us feel that she was also
in overall charge of our discipline.

The bride was no stranger
to us. She was n sister of a class-
mate of ours Naillaratnam. Her
house at Cheddiamadam was not
far away from the College.

With this happy backdrop
began my association with Mr.
Ponnuthurai when 1 took up re
sidence years later at Tellipp:lai
My houss where I lived for some
two decades, was opposite to Mr
S, J. V. Chelvapayakam’s house at
Barr Lane, (nomed after Maniagar
Barr Kumarakalasieghe, the father-
in-law of Mr. Chelvanayikam ),

On days which Mr. Chelva:
nayakam had =et apart fo mret
his constituents at his home in
Barr. Lane, My, Ponouthural had
an exicting schedule. He ecalled
early in the morn-

I o

tuents, Th= reealciirant ones |
to be pacified the deserviog
bad to be satished and p
VIPs had to be received with
deference. To cap all, care had
to be taken to see that tte MP’'s
energy aod staying power are mot
streiched beyond a point which
would endanger his health, In
this herculean task of keeplng the
constituents in good humouor and
organising his brother’s tight sche-
dule, Senator 5, Nadarajah of Mal-
lakam, of revered wemory, was
Mr. Ponnuthurai’s trogted ally.
Both of them left a recognisable
print in the life of the commu-
nity as leaders who made the
common ' mans' contact with Mr,
Chelvanayakam easier and free of
un ry impediments,

As Bishop Ambalavanar in
his tribute at the Funeral Ser-
vice put it, Mr, Ponnuthurai's ser-
vices to the community were as
vnpoiiced and unglamorous but
nevertheless crucial as the man in
the Bible who lent his colt to the
Master for his Triumphal Entry
into Jerusatem or the boy who
offered the five loaves and two
fishas to fazd ths Five Toousand.

Mr. Poonuthurai was in the
forefront of a supporting cast
which enabled his brother, Mr.
Chelvanayakam, to make his life
and work a ssurce of strength
and hope to the Tamil commu.
nity at a time of uncertainty and
turbulence,

The Jaffna Inter Collegiate
Christian Fellowship

TERMINAL FELLOWSHIP MEETING

The terminal meeting of
the J.1. C C. F was conducted
in Henry Peto Hall at St. Johna
College Jaffna on Friday the
drd of June. One hundred and
sevenly students from St Johns
College. Chundikuli Girls Col- -
lege Jaffna College, Uduvil Girls =
College. Jaffna Central College, b
Vembadi Girls High School,
Institute for Evangelists and
Lay training and the Univet-
sity of Jaffna participated.

Rev. C. T, Roberts in his
opening address said that J.I.
C C.F. was the most impor-
tant Christian Youth Organi-
zation in the North. It pro-
duced eminent Christian leaders
like Dre D T. Niles, Sevak Sel- 2
varatnam and Rt. Rev. Dr. S.
Kulandran It is part of the
World Student Christian Fede- ;
ration and the Christian Con-
ference of Asia In these days
of uncertainty and frustration
the J] I C C F. should give the
right direction to the Youth of
the North

S5: C. M units of Uduvil
Girls College, Jafina College,
St Johns Collegel E.L T. and
Chundikuli Girls College gave
items for the variety entertain.
ment which followed the open-
ing ‘meeting. T

The following were
Office-bearers for the
y.gaf. 7

bar

College).
Student Treasurer: Ma
vanandhan (Jaffoa College.
REPRESENTATIVES:
Chundikuli Girls College: g
Luckshantba Th'agarajah, R
Vembadi Girls High School:
Miss Jessy Joho. =i
Uduvil Girls College : Miss
Evelyn Thanarajasingham. o
Yogendran. o

Jaffna Central College:
St. Jobos College: Mas. J. Ra-

[

jaratnam, O Eio
Jaffna College: Mas. 5. Vijaya-

kumar, TR
I.E, L. T.: [. Thevaralse

Jaffoa Uuniversity: Mr, P, ]

kumar, '

The closing service was led
by the Rev: G D Anandaraja ,
Chaplain University of Jaffna.
In his message he urged, the
Youth of the North to r e
the J.C.C. F. a true Christiai

cipal of St Johns College
providing the refreshme
arranging the hall.
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