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He Fought the Good Fight

“For I am now ready lo be
offered and the time of my de-
pature is at hand, [ have Jought
& good fight, [ have finished my
course. I have kept the faith "
Il Timothy 6 & 7.

The Funeral Service of Rev:
J. J. Ratnarajah, Presbyter of
the Manipay Church of the
JDCSI who passed away at his
residence on the morning of
11-6:88 was held at the Mani-
pay Church on the morning of
Wednesday 15-6-58.

The Service was conducted
by the Bishop of the Diocese:
the Rt. Rev. D.]J. Ambalavanar
assisted by Rev. Sathiarajah
Thambirajah (of the Methodist
Church), Sevak Rev. Sam
Alfred, Rev. Thurairajah and
Rev. D. R, Ampalavanar.

Basing his Sermon on the
text (Timothy II IV Verse 6—8)
the Bishop said thet Rev. Rat-
narajah was a Minister of the
Church who during his life
and career kept his goals in
correct perspective. At a time

when people kept their sights

material benefits, by what-
from whatever
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prize of great value, **the
crown of rightecusness’ which
the Lord gave “to all of them
that love his appearing ".

His prayer to God in his lite
was not for material advanta-
ges but, like che thief eruci-
fied with Christ his prayer was
only " Remember me”, No one
can snatch away ‘the crown of
righteousness’' which is the
reward of those who live cloge
to the Master, When Henry
ViiI, the Tudor monarch, turn-
ed to some of his monks who
did not toe his line and told
them that he would have them
flung into the river, the monks
replied that the path to heaven
was as much close to water
as it is to land.

Rev. Ratnarajah fought the
good fight and finished his
course for the prize of eternal
values which the Righteous
Judge shall give on that day
to all who do hiz will.

Two special songs were sung
at the Service, one by the choir
and the other by the members of
the family. Present at the Ser-
vice along with our clergy were
the Moderator of the Church of
South India, the Secretary of
the Synod of the CSI and the
Director of the Council for
Technical Education who were
on a brief visit to the jaffna
Diocese,

The interment was at the
Chavakachcheri Church burial
grounds.

Rev. J. J. Ratnarajah was
the son of a former Pastor of
the Jaffna Council of the 5 I
Ui C: Rev. V. M. John, He was

Rev. J. J. Ratnarajah

an Old Boy of jaffna College
Vaddukaddai. He was the first
Minister of the Church to get
his ordination under the C S. 1.
episcopal set up. He served
in several parishes in Jaffna.
In February 1971, the Diacese
released Rev, and Mrs. Ratna-
rajah for a four year period of
work in the Methodist Church
in Seramban 4

Rev. Ratnarajah served more
than one spell in Colomba. He
Was posted there first on an
interim transfer in 7956, In
May 1983. he and Mrs. Ratna-
rajah were posted to Colombo
for a full four year period,
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for ing project (estimated at 3.5

million ropees) af Frances
Road, Wellawatte, despite the
July 1983 disturbances saw, Rey.
Ratnarajah consolidating his
grip on the building programme
and much of what has been
now achieved has been due
in large measure to the efforts
made in Colombo by Rev. Rat-
narajah and the congregation to
raise funds for the Project apart
from those given to the Church
by the Diocese.

Rev. Ratnarajah’s interests
were not confined to the Dio=
cese alone. He was one of
those who pioneered the Nava:
jeevanam Project of Rev. A C.
Thambirajah. Rev Ratnarajah
was in the Advisory Council of
twelve of Navajeevanam. Ac-
cording to Navajeevanam re-
cords, the first Communion
Service for this Group was
conducted at Murasumodai by
Rewv, Ratparajah on 2-5-59.

Rev Ratnarajah leaves be-
hind besides his wife Kanaga-
malar (nee Beadle ), Kumar
( teacher Kilinochi}, Jebanan.
than (UK), Mathi (Italy J, and
Mala ( Malaysia .

Examination Success

Miss Christerens  Prakashni
Visvalingam an old girl of Jaff-
na College who won a Schalar-
ship to Womens' Christian Col-
lega tn 1985 has paisced the B. A
Literatura Dagran Exi-

English

mioation of the Madras Univer.
sity gaining a First Clags.

She iv at present on the Stafl
of St. Thomas College Mouat
Lavinia.
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The Human Rights
North and East:

The year 19885 has been
named by Ampesty  Interna-
tional as Human Iights Year,
It was forty years ago in that
cardinal year 1948 the United
Nations Organisation. formed
three yeurs eatlier. was embol
dened to draft and proclaim
the Universal Daclaration of
Human Rights, which envisaged
»@ Dew social and international
order ta which everyone was
entitled.

For us in Sri Lanka too.
the year 1948 bhas the signifi-
cance of being the year of our
own Independence. For that
matter it was in the forties that
we set up ap autonomous Uni-
versity of Cevlon. set up Central
Secondary Schools in the rural
areas, began restoring Sinhala
and Tamil to their rightful place
in Education and Administrations
took steps towards *decolonisa-
fion? in the matter of School
leaving examinations raised the
standard and quality of higher
education by the provision of
an H S.C. Course in selected

to the

. nd, towards th
same social and infernations
order, developed a near aoto-
nomous Co-operative movement.

We must concede that Bri-
tain had, during the -century
and half of her occupation,
promoted the concept of the
Rule of law. the pew concept
of the school as a society of
young people, ths aotonomous
co-operatives, and all together,
the democratic national ideal.
And well may we in the North
claim that the north played a
key role in some of these
spheres. As Professor | E.
Jayasuriva wrote: ''At a time
when the Sinhalese were pre-
pared to do without Sinhalese
the battle for Sinhalese and
Tamil was fought by Tamil
leaders, helped in some measure
by Englishmen, like the Rev.
A G Frazer". Did not the
Registrar of Co-operative So-
cieties write in his Annual le
port that *the North was the
pole star in the co operative
firmament " and was it not the
Jaffna Youth Congress that or-
ganised the boycott of the first
election to the State Council
on the score that the Donough-
more Constitution did not epn-
visage full responsible Goverp-
ment. and went so far as to
fly the tri-colour of Saffron,
Red and Green heralding the
Nation's Independence to-be on
the Jaffna Esplanade in Nationa
New Year’s day, April 13, 19327
We recall too that it was on
the invitation of the Youth
Congress that Mahalma Gandhij
visited these schores and that
it was in the North that his

e e
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Ye_al: and the Challenge
India’s Role coyld be Prophetic

Message of human freedo

Jage m and
Umat brotherhong found a
ready response.

Sri Lanka Was

in that bh unfortunate

o105 who  came  to
Power ' after her independence
did Not  megsyre up to what
Britain left 5 with, let alone
easle Up. ‘to) e Tevels to
wihich . Gandhiji had lifted the
Indie Civivilization,.
OCcupation was power for their
Broups and they did net E:glf
tate at ethpjc fratricide, and
the dlsinanlli'ug of democracy"

Witness the Sinhala Qnl:
act the withdrawal of tfm(;eny
ship and franchise from Indian
II:ar\mIst and, ironically ‘Enough,
distranchising the country’s tweo
million co-operators in the initi
vear (1971, of what the ¢
had disignated the Co-op

e!apmegt' -

Human rights,
that the will
ex?ztased n

And, to add to S 1k
the Mass media, the bg
whose Teaders/viewers
the State controlled A
fostering a crude ethnic

tionalism based on ra hatred
All together, it would the tr

ue
to say  that the Country over,
Sri Lankan democracy resem.
bles an inverted pyramid, a
voting and not a participatory
democrcy, and voting at long
intervals! - :

Chundikuli. K. Nesiah.

“June 1, 1988,

‘(to be continwed)

IN MEMORIAM

In EVERLOVING MEMORY
oF
Annam William
Called to rest 20-9-1985

“In the presence is fulness of

joyp At thy right hand are

leasures jor evermore’

i ; (Psalm 16:11)
Fondly remembered by
het Brother, Sisters,

Brother-in-law & Nephews,

Atchuavely.
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EDI1ORIAL
Prospect

There are glimmerings of hope. Gusts of discontent have

been blowing for some fime in the country against all
tations — IPKF men in combal against militants, milit
iNg on IPKFE men, political groups 1N a muraerous vend agains!
their rivals, ' unidentified persons" gunning down civilians and

in the end the death toll reaching fantastic proportions.

It has been a very painful secenario. The sibilant rivalry, to
begin with, between two races finally transforming itsell into a
blood drenceed plain, where, as in Homer's Itiad, * swords severed
heads and armies moved down opposing ranks'.

The perspective is now changing. To a people gradually
settling into the ordinary routines of existence, even lime —
consuming security checks appear to be in conflict with the
main goal of bringing all those *‘under the lash of the law”

into the main stream of politics:

As we go for printi news has been flashed of the visit of
the Indian Primr Minister Rajiv Gandhi to Coimbatore on Satur-
day (18-6-88)+ He will return to New Delhi on the same day
annd return again to Tamil Nadu on Monday 206 85. I[mpor-
tant developments may be on the cards during this period in-
cluding a clear articulation of the next steps 10 Sr1 Lanka.

What iS important to remember ag far as the Jaffna Dis»
trict is concerned is that that the people in Jaffna not merely
want PEACE, they also desire the things that make for PEACE —
Many of the troubles and travails of the Tamils in Jaffoa are
real and severe. At a reception accorded on 14-0 88 at Jaffna
College Vaddukoddai to a visiting ecclesiastical team from the
Church of South Inida, one of the speakers from Jaffna in wel-
coming them on behalf of his own Church added ruefully that
that in this part of the country we live as an ‘*'abandoned
people ",

What tue speaker obviously reflected in his comment is the
continued rudderlessness of the Jaffna civilian who feels as if
he is one thrown in mid-stream. An instance in point is the
sudden decision made recently to conduct the Final Examina-
tion of the Tamil Teacher Trainees’ of Palaly and Kopay in
Colombo and not in Jaffna. This examination was due to be
held in Jaffna in December 1957 but was postponed hecause of
the unsettled political climate then prevailing in the North,
Som m‘%;andidatgshr&dne to appear for this: Examinauon,

It was a Hugarian who, it is said, when confronted with
Moscow’s domination of his own country finally replied * Hun-
gary has the most scrupulous government of all. We never inter
fere in the internal affairs of any nation, including our own*,

The possibility of a Cease-fire, now and again, make the
nations front pages and television screens. Will the 2 6 million
Tamils be able to feel that they have at last rudder to sail
by? Will the PEACE which follows negotiations evzntually cul-
minate in the preservatien of the lamil linguistic and cultural
identifies ? _ .

It is a mistake to look too far ahead” said Winston Chur-
Chill. * Only one link in the chain of destiny can be handied
at a times "

A Labour of Love at Manipay

The passing away suddenly of the incumbent of a Church,
while in active service, is a very sad event.

But the loss of one who was zealously involved in chang-
ing the entire physical scepario of a Church_ and its envirens
[ which had seen the worst of devastations 1n Iccent’ annals |
and who had brought hope into desolate spdces and auﬂlud;mcd
grounds, 1s a tragedy. the memory ot which, will continue to
haunt us as far as any forseeable fulure.

Rev ] ] Ratnarajali, the frst of our ch‘:r;;__'f to. rc:cai\f‘u epis-
copal orders atter the inauguration ol the C 51 in lEHf.rpaSb-
ed away to his clernal rest on 11-6-38, even as Lhe ink ha_c%
not gone dry on the letters he had written buo-,':mt.ly_.to. his
triends and the plans he had mapped out dutifully to his legnln
of orgnisers 1o connection with the Re-dedi_c_:-mon uf' ‘Lh.t: Mgm-
pay Church on 12-6-88 at 8a.-m by the bl.—-llop: I'he c\mfxts
to follow were a Confirmation Service for some 20 ya'un;g‘: peo-
ple of the Church, the Holy Communion Service ;'-md (1. lcl]_(:)_@-
ship Breakfast for all, 1o ce]ebrate_Lhc- ' victory “I. the Ia_th
of a Minister of the Church and his s:i_mgrt-;:uuuu.l_ n_unqu@:”r_ng
despair and a sense of defeat, after a sustained period of trau=
ma and inactivity. .
ta the history of the Manipay L.-l:i_u'il_'.ii, the t_hkh(:h
put up in 7898 and consecrated in March that
; 45 Preshyter bhad the advantage at Ma-
-gacy of Church leade: lei:_- ['wo of our
ari worked at Manipay Dr Daniel

According
building was _
year mev Ratnarajah
nipay of a very rich legac
pioneer American Missionaries had
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Jaipur Fgot Workshop

. I'h-_- first Anniversary of
the Jaipur Foot Workshop is
on the l1st of July 1988,

It is
morate

proposed to comme-
this with a Cycle race
4 s5poris meet and a Seminar.
“.."Uul be a whole day Progrmme, -
ithe Seminar will be on a
Whole range of topics such as
retiabilitation, vocational train-
ing and income generating
avenues,

The Workshop has finished
one successtul year of produc-
tion, fiting 130 limbs 36 helow
knee 42 above koee and 2 bila-
terals

The Mothers' Front spon-
sored, this whole project, Mr.
Dag Hutchison of NORAD was
brave enough to Sponsor us
when a war like situation was
raging in Jaffoa and virtually
all workshops had come to a
stand still. A band of dedicat-
ted women of the Mothers'
Front took it upon themselves
to see that the sponsorship

was not in vain, Since then
they have not looked back —
even when the Government

banned the use of Oxygen/Ace-
telene, the workshop Manager
Mr - Francis used the rivet me-
thod and fitted IT limbs.

One of the limb users wbol

Examination Success

Dv. Privasantha Vathanojan
has passed the Final MBBS Exa-
mination of the Vellore Medigal
College and is serving his intern-
ship at the Vellore Hospital,

Dariog his career at Vellore
he won a number of Prizes and
Medals io the fisld of studies and
sports, He was the winoer of
the prastigions Reeves-Betts Gold
Medal for the best outgoing Sports-
man 1987,

He also won the Edward
saalt Research Prize in Patholo-
gy and the Dr. Bepzamin Prizs
in Community Medicine,

He is ao o!d boy of St. Johe's
College Iaffoa wherse he wan the
Gold Medal for the Best all roond
Student — 1981 aod is the son of
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Visualingam of
Kurunsgala.

works as a technician here caid
these words at a meeting.

“You wiped my tears, like
wise 1 will wipe the tears of
all the disabled who come
 bere.”

A lovely tribute indeed It
is hoped that more people will
help this deserving case.

All well-wishers are cordi~
ally invited.

Poor of Battcotta fame and Dr,
Green Memorial Hospital.

. Indigenous talent too had found its best exp
nipay. Among the indigenous Pastors ha
Manipay were Rev. C. D. Velupillai, the
Rev, R. C. P, Welch who was at the helm
the Churches were under the S.1 U.C.
us to give the names of other indigeno
been a great source of inspiration to Incum
at Manipay, over the years. Their names al
The first Tamil Pastor of

the Church annals.
Rev. W. P. 5, Nathanial.

5. F. Green, the Founder of the

r b e SOV

bents of the Church

One name mentioned in records in connection with the build-
ing of the Parsonage in 1919 was the Rev. V. M. John, father of
Rev. Ratnarajah who by his own organisational efforts and the
help he obtained from the parishioners (two of whom contri-

buted substantial amounts) was

able to waive off the debt out-

standing, on the Parsonage account., during his tenure.

When the political cyclone

in Jaffna began gathering mo-

memtum on that fateful day in October 1987 when the 40th
Anniversary Festival of the Council had just concluded at Vad-

dukoddai, little did anyone then

realise that among the targets

of the cyclonic rage will be our own Churches )

Manipay became desolate soon after the offensives began in

the region.
elsewhere.

Rev. Ratnarajah and his wife ) _
But like the Pharisee in the Bible Story of the

ad to seek shelter

(Good Samaritan, Rev. Ratnarajah did not think of i"i"hlf would
happen to him if he stopped to hetp the Church in its hour of

peril

[nstead he reasoned like the Samaritan what would hap-

pen, if he did not stop to help the Church at this hour_ of need.
[ As every one knew the pastor’s health did not permit a stre-

nous regiment-]

Sitting before his type writer for many hours of the day
Rev. Ratnarajah sent fervent appeals to friends and parishioners

abroad. By this timely contact,
raise one lakh and seventy five

he was able, we are told. to
thousand rupees for the rebuild-

ing of the Manipay Church. He made use of every cold wind
that blew during that season only to fill his sails

His life and work reminds

us of the Roman soldier who

when warned not to proceed on a journey wh_ich was full of
risks replied "It is necessary for me to go. It is not necessary

for me to live."
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