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The Human Rights Year and the Challenge

to the North and East:

India’s Role could be Prophetic

{ Continned form our last issue)

How then do we meet this
Brave challenge which faces the
Tamils of Sri Lanka today?
We do admire the spirit of

courage and sacrifice which
Taa_:m! youth have shown in
resisting State injustice and

State terror unleased on their
people.  But, Thileepan's fast
and death, some months ago,
seemed to recapture the spiri-
tual genius of the great Indic
civilization to which we belong:
For one thing, it is essential,
if our victory is to be mean=
ingful, that the mass of the
Tamil people should be involv-
ed in the struggle. For another,
since we beliéve that we are
the inheritors of a great spiri-
tual civilization, we must use
the weapons of Truth and Ahim-
sa to enter into what belongs
0 us. Means and ends., be it
remenibered, are two sides of
the same coin;]

No doubt, David Selbourne
observed that * the Gandhian
way is not available, since the
Tamils have no Gandhi”. But
as against that, Sachi Sri Kan-
_ tha of the University of Tok-
yo, writing in the Tamil Times
( March, 1988 ), has said: *“ To
be fair by the Sri Lankan po-
litical leaders of yester year-
Tamils had a Gandhi in S.].V,
Chelvanayakam...-- Though a
Christian he commanded the
respect of the majority of Hin-
du Tamils'. The Challenge
now is then to make the jour-
ney from where he left.

We need not therefore wait
till others decide what they can
offer us. It has been agreed
to form a unified Tamil Home-
land by merging the North
and East into a new autono-
mous Province. The time is
opportune to draw a develop-
ment plan for this area The
immediate challenge is to set
up a commission of our own
choice to draw up a feasible
Development Plan — to rebuild
the North and East Perhaps
the first priority would be to
revive the one time Co-opera-
tive Federation of the North
and East. This body should
enter into the task ot promot-~
ing Agriculture and Cattle Farm-
ing and medium, and smal]
cottage industries, some with
export potential, The financing
of these ventures should be
through the revival of Co-ope-
rative Banking, owned and di-
rected by Co-operatives. Co-
operative supermarkets  at
strategic points should be part
of the service to people who
were once such ardent Co-ope-
rators.

We do well to set up a
Regional Educational Council to
tormulate a comprehensive Edu-
cational Plan in terms of re-

gional development and to-pro-
vide a meaningful education to
the lakhs of the young whose
education has been disrupted.
Nor should we, as now, over=
look the equal rights of the
disabled for equal education.
The two Universities of Jaffna
and Batticaloa should ficst libe«
rate themselves from what
weakens them, and play a big
role in the educational deve-
lopment of the area. As in Lhe
British system, we should en-
visage an Examining Body for
school leaving examinations;

‘especially at the 'A" Level, un-

der the joint auspices of these
two Universities, The Public
Libraries and their development
should also be co-ordinated un-
der the auspices of a Regional
Central Library, as envisaged by
the Kothari Commission of [ndia.

It has been claimed that it
was the young people’s Kib-
butzin scattered all over Israel
which proved to be the pillars
of the edifice of the Israeli Ni-
tion. Perhaps, a well thought
out system of School (and Uni-
versity) multi purpose Co-ope.
ratives may be the means of
a pervasive social and educa~
tional revelution here. They
may be used too as channels
of Continuing Education for
school leavers, including both
vocational education and gene-
ral education. In some areas
they may approximate to the
Folk High Schools of Denmark.

The City of Jaffna has ne-
ver had the benefit of Town-
planning since the Dutch Occu=
pation, No doubt, the City
Hall (now in ruins) and the
Jaffna Public Library (now
misused ) were well designed
and that by Indian architects.
The new City Hall and the en-
tire City need to be planned
for life in the 2lst Century.
With the devastation following
the events of the past decade
several other towns and even
hundreds of villages will gain
by re-designing for that future.
The cities of Batticaloa and
Trincomalee need special plan=
ning. The citizens of all these
cities and towns and even the
villages, need to have before
them the wvision of a nobler
habitat as the symbol of a new
life for all that dwell therein

o i "

Whether it is restructuring
our Co-operatives, or schools,
or Universities and WResearch
Institutions, and re-ordering
their purposes, or re-thinking
the functions of our libraries,
or ve-designing our cities and
villages, the wisdom of Indian
expertise will go a long way.
Will Mother India turn its at-
tention to this need and take ap-
propriate steps and that early?
Indias role could indeed be-
come prophetic at this junc-
ture in the history of the Ta.
mils of Sri Lanka.

In turn, the test and proof
that the Tamils have come in+

News from South of
Elepliant Pass

A series of functions awaited
the return of Bishop Ambalavanar
to the Island, After the functiong
in the Colombas church, the next
one wis in Mankulam on tha 31st
May, when 50 houses were given

awiy fto 50 famnilies at Nesthi-
puram, This new settlement is
about 2. miles away from the

Mankalam C. S'T. Centre: on " (ks

Maokulam — Mullaitiva road  Bi
ghop and Mrs. Ambalavanar were
taken in procession to the esn.
tradce of the ssttlement where a
spacious  road had been made
lesding all the way to the hous-
ing: area, The Bishop declared
open the road and the crowd
proceeded to the housing project,
A public meeting then took place
where the Chairman of the Map-
kulim Citizens Committee, | the
pistors of Manokulam, Vavuniya
and Kiiinochi and the Bishop
spoke. The cilizens stressed the
nesd for more water supply in
the form of wells. The keys to
the houses were then given to
the different fawilies and token
presentations were given to the
magons aod the earpenters in ap-
preciation of their work.

The Mapkulam C. S. I, Cen-
tee which was started recantly is
& hive of activity, The Vocational
Training Centre and Day Care
Centre are carrying on their work
while the Parsonage and the Car-
pentry Workshop are bsing built
The equipment (elsctrici for cac-
pantry has already been bought.
There are alsa plans to build a
church closer to the main road,
in the same compiund, We had
the previlege of seeing and listen-
ing to perhaps the only day care
centre and Lhe youngest percussion
band. The little boy at the big
drum was the maia attraction,
with his perfect timing and self
confidence. This is only & be-
gioning, as there is great poten-
tial as to what can de done for

to their own will be their de-
veloping a creative relationship
with the rest of Sri Lanka,
and Sri Lanka as a whole siep-
ping out to strepgthen the
world structure of peace and
the quality of human life

For those of us who con-
sidered ourselves as privileged
to live in one of the great
forward eras of human think-
ing, and especially in the Gan-
dhian Epoch of the great Indic
Civilization to which we belong,
it would be a grave disappoint=
mentif the North or East or
for that matter Sri Lanka as
a whole, ceased to be witness
to that civilization, which gave
to the World a Gautama Bud-
dha, %5 centuries ago, and a
Mahatma Gandhi in our time.

K. Nesiah.
Chairman, Thanthai Chelva

Chundikuli, Memorial Trust,

June 1, 1988,
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the peopls there. Ope ean ima-
gine that in the near future some
of these childrea will be in the
orchesatras of Jaffon College ard
Uduvil Girl's College, and also
be some of thair star students,

Next mornity at Barathipy-
ram close to Murogandy and AWAY
from the main road, a similar
fonction  took place. Tha villa-
gers welcomed Bishop and Mrs
Awmbalavanar and the pastors and
tosk them in procession to their
Day Care Centre, with 3 troupes
of cliidren singing and dancing
in frgal of them There was a
large erowd of adults aud child-
ren. 35 houses were given to 55
of the families, There are ag0
odd families who are alreidy liv.
iog thera in mud or cadjan buts,
They bave been promised angther
45 houses. We were told that
the people thers had decided ta
have a whioe days celebration
with .Iallows;:]p lunch, From what
we saw of this settiement in the
midst of cleared forest, Barsth:-
puram will soon become a small
town.

From thers the Bishop and
party were taken to Nambikkai
Strest, just past Shalom Nagar
where another 15 houses had |
built, The women of t
led “the graup with si
Kumml. The 15 houses were |
given away, A few more houses
are ‘still being built there,

In the afternoon, the newly
constructed Day Care Centra build-
ing behind the Kilinochi Parsa-
nage was deglared open by |
Muriel Hutchins of Karmsa Nila-
yam and dedicated by the Bishop,
At ‘ths public ?gti'ﬂg the Gov-
ernment Agent of Kilinochi Mr«
Devasigamany spoke end lit the
oil lamp. The+bui'dirg will have
two mote floors in the fatore,
the lirst floor will house a school
for Careatic Music and vocational
training apd the second faor will
house & much needed hostel for
working women and girls in Kili-
nochi.’

Some of us had not visited
these areas for aboui 3 years, and
one could see how fast these pro.
'jects have developed and the
young churches bave grown. What
au opportunily there is to tpread

~ the good news and to give new
life to nesdy peaple. Lifs is be-
ing lived south of Elephant Pass,
inspite of the prevailing situation-
There are thousands of families
without the basic peeds for living,
like housing, water supply, =api-
tation, medical @id ard geod
schools. The barvest is ready but
the labeurers are few. We pray
that more will bear the call of
the Lord of the bharvest ard
respond ~We very much appre-

ciate and thapk God for the
yourg, energetic and dedicated
workirs the  Revds. Jeyanesan,

Thiagarajab, Anugoolan and Soori-
yakumar who are already there,
who have ricked their lives on
many occasions Apd who work
round the clock.
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BDITORIAL
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

The Pre-Accord Panorama

When Leandro Despouy, ae Head of the Argentirtan dele-
gation to the 43rd sessions of the UN Human R:gth_Cnmmls—
sion, deposited on the 5th of March 1987, the Resolution Irelat~
ing to violations of bhuman rights in Sri Lanka, at three minutes
to six (the deadline being 6 p mJ, he sparked a situation ufl'!ich
opened one of the most unsavoury chapters in our political
annals, since Independence.

The Resolution was the sequel to an ' intervention” by the
leader of the Indian delegation, Mr Virendra. who, on the 2nd
of March during the same sessions of the Commission, drew
the attention of member states to the major obstacle in Sri
Lanka to a political solution — the violations of human rights
of the Tamil minorities.

Mr. Martin Ennals Secretary General ol International Alert
is on record to have made a special reference in his *‘inter-
vention " at the Sessions to the sufferings of the “civilians' In
Sri Lanka Ennals said:—

“ Human rights do not depend on the rights and wrongs of
any political eotflict and affect the lives of maoy far removed
from the actual scenes of war."”

No judgement on Sri Lanka was pronounced by the UN
Human Rights Commission which met in Geneva in March 1987
It was, however, unfortunate that the Resolution, co-sponsored
by Canada and Norway, was unique in that it made Sri Lank?.
the first new country to be the subject of a resolution of this
nature in the three year history of the UN Organisations.

The Final Draft of the Resclution with amendments pro-
posed by SENEGEL which acted as a mediator to arrive at a
concensus, was passed unanimously on 12-3:-87 The Resolution
trod on no one’s toes It called upon all parties and groups
to renounce violence and to pursue "o wmegotiated settlement
based on principles of respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms.” {Italics ars ours)

Despite the intemperate blasts on all sides reported at the
Session®, it was believed that the Sessions was a pointer to the
need of everyone to walk a fine line in the period ahead

The Post — Accord Scensria

The Veerakeesars in its issue of 21-6-88 hag spotlighted a
request made by the Ammesty International to the Sri Lankan
and Indian governments to stop the vengeful killings by the
forces, which have taken a heavy toll in the South and North
and East since the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord was signed in July
1987. Some 685 Tamil youth, according to the Tamil Daily
are in the missing list since July 1983 and 650 are still under
Tncarceration.

The Maharagama M. P., Dinesh Gunawardene in Parliament
on 20-6-83, raised the matter of 700 Tamil youth still in Boosa —
a phenomenon that goes counter to the spirit of the Indo-Sri
Lanka Accord.

President Jeyawardene hit the nail squarely at the meeting
of the Parliamentary Group, investigating the various problems
confronting our Universities when he said that the greatest
stumbling block to a resolution of the university issue is the
release of students who have been ‘held* for various offenses

The latest incident at Dikwela when a school boy attend-
ing a Maha Vidyalaya was killed and four others (including a
girl ) injured in a confrontation with the forces on 20:6-88 in
front of the school is a pointer that a serious outgrowth of
2 long period of military grip over Lhe country is the growing
unrest and frustration among the bulge of teenagers and adults
in their twenties in this country whose lives are affected in
many ways, though thev may be * far removed [rom the actual
scenes of war".

The protésts which New Delhi has registercd [ Uthayan
71-6-88 | against the allegations made by Ammnesty Inlernational
about the conduct of the IPKF personnel in Sri Lanka, and the
statements made by Sri Lankan government leaders, on recent
troubles which erupted at Dikwela indicate the depth of des-
pair that the armed forces and the governments have, over the
prolongation of the conflict in Sri Lanka,

Creating a semblance of * public tranguility ' can yield only
sparse results. The recognition of Tamil as an official language,
the creation of @ Tamil homeland the release of detenues held
under the Prevention of Tervorism Act ( Special Provisions ) are
fiwman rights issues which the Indo-Sri Lankan Accord has dealt
wilth, in its provisions.

No governments in power which desire
themselves away from (he springs of national
people who are struggling for their rights

PEACE can cut
sentiment of a

Jaffna College Alumn i
( Melbourne Branch )

The Jaffoa College Alpmni 1o
Melbourne held their inaugural
meeting on  May 15th 1988, ‘at
Segut Hall, Moorabin, In spite
of the cool and wet weather, the
meeting was well-attended, Mr.
A, M. Brodie, a former teacher
and Alumni Relations Officer of
Jaffca College presided. The meet-
ing began with Prayer by Rev,
M. Rajakulendran.

My, Brodie, io his opening
address said that that day was
indeed a special one for the Alum-
al liviog in and around Melbourn_e.
e expressed surprise that this
Association was not formed ear-
lier. Jaffoa College, he said was
justifiably proud of her Alumauoi
who were spread around the globe.
He thaoked all those who had
braved the elements to participate
in that meeting, and expressed
gratitude to those who had helP{d
to organise that meeting, espect’
ally Mr. Joyfred Bonney. He &p-
pealed to all the members to con-
tinue to show their love and loyal-
ty to Jaffoa College, ''the Dbest
school of all . He then kept the
members informed of all the re-
cent events of the College.

Mr. S. P. Satkunam, who had
closely associated himself with the
College for a long period, and a
former Deputy Director of Edu-
cation in Sri Larka, spoke pext,
He spoke about his close links
with his alma-mater, which spread
over many years and in various
capacities. He believed that the
peak pericd of the College was
during the Bicknell — era. He
zaid that during the time when
he was & student, Jafna College
was not only in the fore-front of
aducation, but more than that, she
imparted a sense of freedom and
discipline to the students. There
were few rules then, because they
were not necessary. The students
themselves realised what was right
and wrong.

Mr. Satkunam regretted that
many Tamils who had left Sri

Lanka to settle down in foreign
iands, had forgotien their rich
culturs and their language. He

reminded the wmembers that unlike
Eoglish and other Western lan-
guages, Tamil was four thousand
years old, He appealed to the
Jaffna College past puplls living
in Australia to lead the way, aod
begin by teaching their children
and communicate with them in
the mother tongue.

The election of Office-Bearers
followed, and the following were
elected uoanimounsly :

Paivorn: Mr. A. M. Brodie.
President: Mr, T. Yogapathan.
Vice Presidents: Messers M. Va-

santhakumar and Godfred S,
Bonney,

Secrelary Mr, V. 5. Satchitha-
nanthan.

Asssstant Secretary: Mr, T. Ma.
hindajit.

Treasurer: Mr, T, Chandrajit,

Socigl Secrtary:  Mr, V, Kanaga-
lingam.

Cammittee Members: Mrs, Shan-
tha Jeganathan, Messrs Alfred
S. Bonoey, Y. ]eyantha, Joy-
fred, (. Bonney, Shantha Vi-

Registared as a Newspapsr ol the G.P.O,

Correction

We regret that several errors
bave crept into our columns. One
such error is found in Paragraph
% of our second editorial. The
sentence in brackets should read
"' As every onme knew the pastor’s
health did not permit a strenuous
regimen "

"~ IN MEMORIAM

IN AFFECTIONATE AND
CHERISHED MEMORY OF
Ovur DEAR PARENTS

Edwin John Jeyarajah
Called Home: 30-6-83

Caroline Thiraviam Jeyarajah
Called Home: 22-7-68
Affectionately remembered
by their Children,
13, Church Road,
Chavakachcheri,

Uduvil Church

On Sunday the 5th of June,
the 'Udavil Church was packed to
its full capacity when seventy
young people and one adult were
confirmed as full members of the
Church This was the highest
nuomber of peaple to be confirmed
in one service. Those confirmed
cime from Christa Ssva Ashram,
Aral Aham — the Girls’ Home in
Women's Centre, Maruthasama-
dam — McLeod Hospital — Inavil,
Udavil Girls' College and Uduavil
Church. Though it was too larga
a pumber, it was still a joyfal
event as the smaller satellita con-
gregations could join with Udu-
vil at a Common Service,

At a time when many of
the older members have left the
country leaviog vs to despair, one
could see at this Service B whols
new genoeration or perhaps two
coming in to take the places of
those who have gome, One could
also see that bhenceforth the charch
is going to conmsist of people of
all strata of society as Christ
ordained it to be and that is
very encouraging indeed. So in
the midst of destruction apd po-
litical strife the Holy Spirit is
truly &t work bringing us Hopas
and New Life.

jayasegaram, Dr, (Mrs,) S.
Thevarajan.
The President Mr. T. Yoga-

nathan, a former District Judge in
Sri Lanka who chaired the meat-
ing at this stage, said he was in
complete agreement with the sen-
timents expressed by Mr. Satku-
nam, and hoped that his sugges-
tions will be taken seriously by
those present, He also thanked
those present for electing him to
that high post, and assured that
he and his team would endsavour
to nurture this body into a suc-
cessful branch of the parent bady.

After an interssing discussion;
the meeting ended with the sing.
ing of the College Song —'' Hur-
rab, Hurrah, for Jaffna College
wa cheer ....." A Social followed.
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