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: Vi_si_-t of C.S.1. Leaders
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Rev.

and Mr James Balaraj, Execu-

day tive Director of the C 3 I

h for all, away from

rches in Jaffna.

n new members of

ages (adults, married

and youth: were &
ishop Ambalavanar, it
inity Sunday Dased

sut fellowship with people out

_ side the church. It is through

the Holy Spirit that we enter

solidarity with all human be-

ings, especially with the poor,

e the oppressed and the margi-

= nalised, and engage in a mi-
nistry of love and service.

One must not forget to

‘mention the choir of .adults

and youth who continue to en-

liven the services with their

Justy singing. The service was

followed by fellowship break-

fast and it was encouraging to

see  the happy fellowship
amongst all those who were
there.

The service of Thanksgiv-
ing on 30th May was led by
the Pastor the Rev. T, S. Pre.
marajah, the lesson was read
by Rev. Daniel Thiagarajah and
Bishop Ambalavanar preached
the sermon The Bishop used
as his text Exodus ch: 3 verse 5
* God said” Do not come any
closer, take off your sandals
becavse you are standing on
holy ground”. He said that ag
we celebrate the first anniver.
sary of the church and think
of it as holy ground, God is
telling us that as his children,
the ground wherever we stand
is holy ground. It may be our
homes, our offices, <schools,
the play ground or churches,
we should remember that
wherever we are, we are on
holy ground the church as a
“holy ground” symbolises the
tact that every context and
ground on which we stand is

e
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" Council for Technical and Vo-
_cational Training visited

the

Northern Province from the

~ 12th, to the 17th june 1988.

They were accorded a recep-

~ tion by the Bishop, Clergy and

members of the Jafina Diocese
of the C. 5. L. on Tuesday the
14thof June, at 3-30 p. m. at Jaff-
na College. The function was
presided over by the Rt. Rev
D. J, Ambalavanar Mr. C.
V. K Sivagnanam, Commission-
er Jaffna Municipal Council, Rt
Rev Dr Deogupillai, the Catho-
lic Bishop of Jaffna, Rev. Joseph
Sarvananthan, President Jaffna
Christian Union and Dr. S Jeba-
nesan, Vice Principal ]affna

d na College, welcomed the Church

leaders.
A useful discussion follow-
ed the speeches.
The meeting was followed
by a tea party at which the

mo

Germany Restaurant

“PERLENAV" in,West Ger-
many is a Hotel-Restaurant run
by Mr. W. Winslow, son of Mr.
Vijearatnam Winslow, preseatly
at Uduvil. The German news-
paper Samstag has the follow-
ing account of *'India Week”
at PERLENAYV,

**Several ingredients and spi-
ces were imported from In=-
dia and included mangoes.
Lamb-do-Piazza or Mailx
Hodhi, prepared according to
the original recipe proved
a great attraction and guests
had a taste of the dishes
of the Far East The in-
terest shown by the guests
during the first few days
of *India Week ' showed
that they had the appetite
to try out the food"

Mr. Winslow the proprie-
tor of the romantically situ-
ated hotel, is an Old Boy, of
Jaffna College. Helping him
and his wife to make a suc-
cess of * India Week"” were
Vimala Edwards (nee Gunana-
yagam ) acousin of Mr. Wins-
low, who flew with her hus
band and children from Cana.
da, specially for the event.

holy ground where God's holy
will be fulfilled

Again the choir was in ate
tendance backed as on special
occasions by an orchestra
qf friends mostly non Chris-
tians The service was {ollow-

ed by a fellowship tea.

leading citizens of Jalfna took

I, E. L. T. Celebrates
Anniversary

Dr. Victor Premasagar |
‘of Moderator of the C S.I. the .
‘Rev. M. Azariah General Secre:
h tary of the Synod of the C.5: 1.

The Institute for Evange=

lists and Lay Training celebrat®
ed its third Anniversary in a
quiet atmosphere on Friday the
. 10th instant at the Institute
premises  The Morning Service
" was conducted by Sevak Sam
' Alfred who also preached the
sermon He based his text on
john 15 verse 5:— I am the
true Vine. My father is the
Husbandman. Every Branch in
me that beareth not fruit He
taketh away and every branch
"that beareth fruit, He purgeth
“it that it may bring forth more
*fruit.”

This was lollowed by a

" variety  entertainment which
* was presided by Mas. 1. H. Va-
_sapthakumar who gave the
- presidential address. The pre-
" sident in his address thanked
* God Almighty for guiding the
* destinies ol the Institute in the
~midst of aerial straffing, bomb-
ing and shelling during past

- few months also he thanked
' the Bishop and the Registrar
for the patronage and guidance-

My V. Gunaratnam enume-
_rat_ed tl_le_ pressing needs of
ihe Institute mainly Class rooms

“Fand“other facilities, and ex-

pressed hope that these will
be provided in the near future.
This was followed by the ad
dressof the Registrar the Rev.
Christo Roberts: He stressed
on the role the Theological
Students are expected to play
and exhorfed them to respond
to the call they have received
from God. He admitted there
was shortage of teaching per-
sonnel and assnred this need
will be meted at the earliest
opportunity,

The events concluded with
Prayer and benediction by Rev,
Dev Anandarajan one of the
lecturers of the I, £ L. T»

Service of Remembrance
and Thanksgiving

A service of Remembrance
and Thanksgiving to God for
the life and work of Dr. Samuel
Gunaratnam Luther was held at
St. John the Baptist's Church
Chundikuli on Saturday the 18th
of June 1988 at 9a. m.

Rev . Sarvanandan the
Viear of the Church conducted
the service The service start-
ed with a solo. Bible lessons
were read by the members of the
late Dr Luther’s family. Mrs.
Cherry Mills a close relative of
the Luthers rendered a moving

ful solo Sarvanandan in
his sermon paid tribute to the
late doctor He referred to
Di. Luther's dedicated service
to bumanity. his wide know-
ledge of the Bible and other
amiable qualities he found in
the doctor. Rev. Sarvanandan

Appreciation
";hax. P e Ratnarsjah

T I:u-‘éhe year 1948 four fami-
le. € 8 Woman missionary
joined themselves into 2 group
under the name “Christa Ku-
lam® Meaning  One family in
Christ™.  The only common
groun_d_- among these people at
ghe time Was a self-surrender-
Ing commitment and dedicated
keeness in evangelism. As time
passed on the group developed
into a Fellowship with a rule
of life, and later on it took the
name “‘Navajeevanam ™ which
means “ New Life". One mem-
ber of this group was Rev. J.]J.
Ratnarajab  Although circums-
tances willed him otherwise,
his association with the Nava-
jea-va:;m’n Rehabilitation Centre
from its inception up to the time
of his death has been noteworthy.
The very many ways in which
he helped the Centre with his
guiding advice, financial sup-

he represented Na

wherever he was cannot be

_erased from the minds of the
Navajeevanam family. His abid-
ing interest in the welfare of
the Canire w

Now that he is no more it
remains for us to say how
greateful we are for all what
he meant to the institution-
We deeply grieve over the pass.
ing away of such a charitable
person, who was thoughtful for
other’s woes, prompt when duty
called, silent when words would
hurt and above all courageous
when misfortuue fell He now
rests to hear the voice of the
Lord of all, say ‘I made him,
He is mine

We thank God for his life
and work anl pray for God's
blessings of peace to his spirit
always,

Navajeevanam Fellowship
Paranthan,

Sri Lanka.

Teachers Appointments by
Provincial Councils

Appointment of Teachers
to Government Schools will be
made by the Provincial Coun-
cils, This was stated by. the
Hon Ranil wickremasinghe, Mi-
nister of Education in Parlia-
ment this week.

pronounced the benediction and
the service came to a close at
10a m, After the service the
the congregation was served
with refreshments at Peto Me-
morial Hall.
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THE MORNING STAR

EDITORIAL
Vembadi’s 150th Anniversary

Vembadi Girls High School Jaffna celebrated the onehundred
and fiftieth year of its foundation on the 29th and 30th of June
1988 On the 29th of June there was a “ Yagam' or Hindu cere-
mony of sacrifice. The following day there was a prayer meet-
ing for all religionists. At the **Yagam” which was conducted
from morning till noon Subramaniya Sastrigal said * Hinduism
answered all religious problems; A pooja with Vilva leaves and
Thulasi leaves would bring God's blessings. The smoke from
the ** Yagam" would spread on the buildings teachers and stu-
dents of the schoo! and bring tranquility.”

Since this school for 122 years was under a Christian ma-
nagement it is a fitting occasion to remember the history of
the Church, that was responsible for it. It was a strange gg-
incidence that the 29th of June was also the Methodist Day,

The Methodists of Sri Lanka on this day remembered with
thankful hearts the establishment of the Methodist Church by
John Wesley and his brother Charles Wesley, John Wesley by
his preaching and Charles Wesley by his hymns transform-
ed the thinking and ideas of the British working class. There
is noft the slightest doubt that these two men saved Britain
from a bloody revolution which sprang up in almost the all
countries of Europe in the nineteenth century.

The Methodist Missonary Society was formed in 1786 and
in 1814 the Methodist Missonaries landed in Sri Lanka- The
Revds. Lynch and Squance who came to Jal’fna. proposed to
rent out a place and commence a school. By their efforts the
Jaffna English School came into being in lBLG._ Rev. Peter
Percival the highly respected Methodist Missiopary is looked up-
on as the founder of the present Central College and Vembadi
Girls High School According to records the first reference to
Vembadi is contained in a declaration made by Rev. Peter Per-
cival in 1837. In his report he had expressed the difficulties
that the pioneer Missionaries underwent in educating the gitls
ot Jaffna:—

" “*Difficulties the most formidable stand in our way, Not
only are the people generally averse to the education of their
females, but the adult females themselves would have it so,
“What have I to do with learning? Of what importance will
a knowledge of letters be to my daughter? It will only degrade
her. It is inconsistent for a female to learn. It is not our cus:
tom. These are some of the remarks we hear when pleading
with the mother for the education of her daughter.”

By the dint of honest perseverance and hard-work of the
Methodist Missionaries, Vembadi grew to be one of the pivetal
Girls Schools in Jaffna: The people of Jaffna owe much to the
services rendered by a succession of _M:smonarle_s; Miss Twiddy.
Miss Cartwright, Miss Kilner; Mrs, Trimmer. Miss Hornby, Miss
Lyth, Mrs Weaver. Miss Creedy and Miss Scowcroft .

They brought to this land lthe best elements of Europaen
Civilization: In the modernization of Jaffna these Missionary
women have played a very vital role. Their venerable quali-
ties were in relation to the advancement of women and the
development of this hallowed institution. Posterity in this part
of the world remains indebted to them and their memory would
be cherished for ever.  We wish well to Vembadi Girls High
School and hope that its future would contine to be bright as

it always has been.
— By Staff Writer.

Foundation for To Lambeth Conference

i ds Block 2 3
James Richards The Lambeth Conference,

the Assemby of the Anglican
Bishops, will be held from the
16th of July to the 7th of Au-
gust. The following Bishops

On the 15th of June 1983,
at a short service, Most Rev.
Dr Victor Premsagar, Modera-
tor of the Charch of South In- ~he : ‘
dia laid the foundation for the of the C. :311 are altendlmg the
James Richards llostel; at the Lambeth Conference this year,
Institute for Hvangelists and R

EN3 . Rev. I'. B, D. Prakasy Rao
Rev. Christo Ro-

Lay Training Rt. Rev. Dr. C, D, Jathanns
berts the Registrar of the [ns- Rt. Rev Dr. Sundar Clarke
titute resd the Bible and Rev.  py R.y. G. Christadhas

M Aziriah the Secretary of Rt. Rev. I. Jesudasan

the C. S. I offered the pruyer.

4 Most Rev, Dr. P. Viclor Prema-
The Bishop of the ] D,C S I,

SAgAar.

welcomed the Moderator and SN R e :
requested him to lay Lhe foun- Tiiigja dhe Direl Jme: thy
dation for the James Richards 80 many C S I Bishops and
hostel. James Richards was a their wives have fl)t’i.‘.i_] invnred
member of the hay-stack group to attend the Lambeth Confer-
and belonged to the first batch €nce

of American Missionaries who — — M By
came to Sri Lanka. The new and be a memorial for the

hostel will consist of 32 rooms pioneer missionary

Vol.

News letter from London

Tamil International Conference

The above conference was
held in London from 30th April
to Ist May. was organised by
the Tamil Voice International,
a recently started fortnightly
publication. It was attended by
delegates from several Tamil
associations and more than 15
countries: The aim of the con-
ference was to focus world at-
tention on the situation of Ta.
mils in Sri Lanka in the after-
math of the Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord

In addition to highlighting
human rights abuses, the con-
ference recognised the LTTE
as representing the Tamil peo-
le and urged Rajiv Gandhi and
the Indian government to ne-
gotiate with them.

The conference which was
attended only by invitees ended
with a public meeting Amongst
those who addressed the large
audience were Prof. A. J. Wilson,
N. Satyendra, Justice Krishna
Iyer, S Venkateswaran (former
Foreign Secretary ), V. Neduma-
ran Aladi Aruna (ADMK) and
V Gopalasamy (DMK).

#* # 3

Putney (London) Tamil Congregation

This Congregation was great-
ly blessed by the visit of Dr
Thomas Thangaraj — Vice Prin=
cipal of TTS, Madura, for the
Holy Week and Easter Pro-
gramme He preached at the
Palm Sunday, Good Friday and
Easter Sunday Services After
each of the Sunday Services
he also brought the Christian
Message in the form of ‘Katha-
Kalakshebam! His sermons, his
singing and the message in
them were greatly appreciated.

. ¥ &

Visit of Jaffna College Principal

Mr. A R. Kadirgamar, Prin-
cipal of Jaffna College was in
England for three weeks. [le
was here on the invitation ot
the Jaffna College Alumni As-
sociation in England. During
his stay he attended a Specia]
Meeting of the Alumni Asso-
ciation on the 30th April in
London. In his address to them
he recounted the experiences
of the College during the past
few traumatic months and the
plans of the College for its
future.

While in England, Mr Ka-
dirgamar was able to meet many
of the Jaffna College Alumni,
friends and relatives. He left
on l4th May for the United
States when he would have at-
tended a meeting of the jaffna
College Board of Trustees This
would be his last visit in his
capacity as Principal since he
retires from that post in Sep-
tember this year.

L3 L] L

New Tamil Association Formed

It was recently announced
that a Medical Institute of Ta-
mils had been constituted in
Britain. It is to comprise of

Letter to the Editor

Dear Sir,

It was a joy to learn tha
the .Mogning Star had resumetti
Dubl_lcatlon after several months
of silence I presume this must
hgwe been the first time in its
history that it remained silent
for such a long period of time.
Having saiq that 1 must also
:c,tatel that I was greatly dis-
appointed by the contents of

the first two ;
lishad 1ssues to be pub-

At a time when the voi
to)f the jaffna based press h(ax;
J€e0 quelled by various means
1t wag sickening to see that a

orning Christian weekly such

asthe Star, which has an im-

bortant role to play, has decided

to take the line of the uninvolyed

Eggﬁgﬂ%t I sincerely hope that
1ssue i

e s s will prove

I fully appreciate the nu-
Ig'-"'ous difficulties under which
the paper is now functioning.

OWEver at a time when the
Press is muzzled locally and
Tamils “abroad ‘are deyoid of
accurate information, [ hope
that the MS would give im-
portance to current eyents, and
more importantly to highlight
what Tamils in the North feel
and want. What do our peo-
ple _want and how are they to
achigve it, these are some of
the points that the paper should
discuss which would help out=
side the country understand
the aspirations and fears of
Tam_,lls after the recent events.

It is true that iraportant
events of the past 7 months
have to be placed on record.
But I do not think that the
Prize Day address which occurrs
ed last year should be given
greater prominence than what
18 currently taking place.

i I sincerely hope that with-
in the limits placed on it (if
any) the MS should try and
fulfil this role. It is difficult
but witnessing in the midst of
such situations never is. An
easy statement fo make for one

who is safely out of it, is what
might be said. I can only say
that my view would have been
the same even if I was there
in Jaffna. As a staonch pe-
liver in the importance of the
MS for our community I only
want tosee it fulfilling its role

I hope that the efforts to
obtain a press tor the MS are
soon successful- This would
help the paper increase the
number of its pages and also
maintain its punctuality. You
have my best wishes in all
these efforts,

Yours Sinceraly,
Dr. D. C. AMBALAVANAR
Braintree, Essex, U, K,

Tamil doctors from both Tamil
Nadu and Sri Lanka and it
aims_to serve the medical needs
and interests of the people in
the Tamil regions. One hopes
that, unlike many other such
Tamil Associations, this one
will prove to be useful to our
people. There is much that
can be done to help up grade
the available and quality of
health services in the Tamil
areas and this association has
a golden opportunity to do so.
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