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C.S.1. Womens' Fellowship
Quadrennial Conference

The Seventh Quadrennial
Con'erence of the Churches of
South India Women's Fellow-
ship took place this year at
Wesley Girls’ Hostel, Secounder=
bad Medak Diocese from the
19to-22nd May, 1988. Dr. (Mrs)
Maheswary Arulchelvam and 1

had the privilege of atteuding
this _coaference, as delegates
from Jaffna. There are Ulwenty

one Dioceses in the C. 8, L
Each Diocese sent twenty women
tepresentatives and one male
represeatative making a total of
422, The Jaffna delegates were
accorded a special welcome.

Mrs. Parmer delivered her
keynote address on the theme
“Rise up and build a new and
a living community” The
Women’s fellowship eXpressed
4 strong feeling tha! the time
had come ty shed their passive
style of functioning and
work strongly for a new commu-
nity which is unique in aature and
functions. A new commupity
which is alive to the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and
to the thr.ats of women. Mrs.
Armm Gaa.naiasau delivered a

theme was based on St. Mark

16:3. “On Easter morniog the
woman who went to the tomb
with spices to anunoint the body
of Christ asked, ‘*who will roll
the stone away”? To their
utter amazement as they looked
up they found that the stone
had been already removed from
the door of the tomb. It was
God’s act. But the women had
the courage to ente: the empty
tomb and the new life in the
living world. They realised/that
the stone that was blocking
the new humanity in the risen
Lord is tolled away. The women
will encounter many such stones/
in Church and society. There
are stiuctures and patterns of
lzadership and mipistry that
block partnership between womaen
and men. We as a church
must recogaise that in most
instances women experience the
worst effects of poverty, econo-
mic injustice racism, casledism,
mltacism and denial of land
and minority rights, Women
are the poorest of the poor,
always with limited access of
food, education and paid work,
Women’s bodies are abused by

medical technology and sold
jnto prostitution.  Women are
victims of various forms of
violence. We as chutch are
not free from idolarities angd
power structures that oppress,
people. We do nol alwayg

admit that we sin by Creating
and justifying obstacles that
destroy God’s purposes in the
carth, We do nol empower
women to challenge Oppressive
structures in the global ¢omme
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CHEDDIKULAM

Yet another building - Lhis
time a newly copstrucied Par-
sonage, was dedicated by our
Bishop, the Rt. Rev. D.l.
Ambalavanar on Thur day 7th
July ai Cheddikulam. The
de dication service was followed
by a fellowship lupch for mem-
bers of the congregation and
a large number of Hindu
friends and well wishers.

To remind our readess the
work here was started in 1981
with the stationing of a worker
in Vavuniya. A Chapel was
dedicated in Deec. 1981. The
Day Care (Centre which is¢
supported by the K. N. H.
Organisation was started in
Jan. 1982 and now caters to
more than 60 children below
the age of five, A new Day
Care Centre Building to catet
to the increasing numbers and
the phase II programme was
also completed and dedicated
on Dece. 13th, 1987 The above
Centre iz now a hive of acti-
vity aad the Church shows
signs of rapid growth.

The Rev. P. Navendranu-
goolan who has been looking
after the work at the cenire
over the Ilast few years is to
be congratulated for the achi-
evements at the centre. Mr.
Joseph Sinnathurai of Navaly,
the p-esent worker assumed

his  duti at the Ceatre in
L S,
occupant of the W parsonage,

WEDDING

A pretty Wedding took
place on Saturday July Second
1988 at St. Andrews® Kirk,
Poonamalle High Road, Madras
when Mr. Joseph Thomas led
to the altar Dr. Miss. Elizabeth
Saunthi Ambalavanar. Elizabeth
is the only daughter of Mr,
and Mrs. D. S. Ambalavanar of
New York, aad Joseph is the:
youngest son of Mr. and Mus.
C. T. Thomas of Tiruvalla,
Kerala. The marriage was sole-
mpised by the Right Rev. D. J.
Ambalavannar, an Uncle of the
brids. The Rev. Leonid
Samuel Minister of the Kirk,
and the Rev. David Singh, for-
mer Minister of the Kirk also
took

. part in  the marriage
service The Rev. Dr. C.J. H
Wright a lecturer at Yeotmal

Seminary preached the homily.

The Bride's parents enter-
tained the guests ata reception
held at the Taj Coramandel
Hotel.

unity, our country and our
church, We as women and men
are called to repent and to-
gether we say “We will roll
the stone away'”. During the
Ecumenical Decade of Churches
in solidarity with
48 a Churgh
and |dcnt|fy

women, we
should rise up
the obstacles to

women’s full and active parti-
cipation in church and so siety.
We should become a new and

living community in Christ, a
growing stream ol resurcection
people, a people of God on
a faith journey of hope.

Mrs. 1. JEYAKUMAR

“after prolonged

Centre for Better Society

I, Introduction and Objuctives
1, Jaffnais the second largest
gity of Sri Lanka and the largest
of the Tamil region. It is the
home of the followers of 3
major veligions viz. Hinduism,
Islam and Christianity.

The protracted civil war
for basic human rights, equality
and security for ths Tamils
vesulted in heavy loss of lives
and property which can mever
be fully recovered. Still with
our deep seated roligious belic’s
and inherited character we will
#ot give up hope of reawaken-
ing and rebuilding our sociely
in all aspecis - religious, moral,
eultural, social and economical.
Some of our immediate concerns
should be to the following:-

i) War rvefugees - hope
and new vision has to be in-
fused during the period of

rehabilitation of nearly 200,000
refugees of war many of whom
have lost all their property and

evei their bread-winners anl
othar loved ones.
ii) The return of many

rafugees in Eumpeau. countries

entirely different cnltures, living
standards and values is expected
to bring about & cultural explo-
sion and economic imbalances:

iii) Thousands
who were militants and who
exhibited great talents, in-
genuity, leadership and sense
of service require re-education
and re-orientation.

of youth

iv) Leaders in religions,
education, in society and in
politics and economics have to
guide, enable and open avenues
for the growth of our youth.

v) The professionals,
leaders and dezision makers
need a forum to  study to-
gother and evaluate issues that
aff=ct the lives of our people.

In this great task, potential
and volunteering leaders in  all
fields o spheres of life have

to be encouraged and enabled
to become animators of our
society especially during the
period of rehabilitation and

reconstruction.

2, Given the post-Vatican 11
understanding of ‘the church as
a minority but with a messianic,
prophetic and salvific role for
the world, we bear the
oaus of being the light ang
salt and to be the lszaven for
the masses in this great task
of rebuilding 2 people and a
society,

For this purpose we
feel urged to  converge our
efforts through a Centre to

re 1o

multiply thz fruits, Such a
centre will encourage groups to
contivually study and evaluate
the current situations and plaa
out app.opriate action.

3. The Church of Jaffna is
the oldest in the Island along
with that of Colombo and it
needs the services of a centre 4s
proposed. At the moment there
are some Diogesan Iustitutions
and Commissions to cater to
the pastoral needs, 7Tlhe pro-
pased cedtre being specially
géwed to mest the emerging
challenges of the break-down
of social aad religious values
in the society as a whole, will
help the Chureh to be a beacon
and a means for it to bz a
Church for the World, The
Church is conspicuous by its
absence ia this field, Hence the
need for opening such a Centre.

1I, Funetions:

This centre will be a facility

a) to be a motive power
to rebuild socicty with a hope
based op human aad religious
values.

b) to function as a vigilant
and ¢ssponsible eritic of our

_ﬁﬂww ~ - -
¢) to be an euthusmmc
enabler of the good moves that
emanate from different direct-
ians both withia and outside the
Christian community,

d) 1o harpness all poteutial

of right thinking personus «nd
institutions and continuously
renew and update them with

respect to curient issues.

¢)  to countinuously discern
the evil forces that corrode
our society viz., violence death,
destruction, ireligiousness, de-
cadence of movals, indifferense
L et

f) to stuly and seareh for
the root causes of these evils

In Memoriam

o

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF

J. M. Rajaratnam.

Called to rest 15-07-1984
*“Tn. thy presence there is
fullness of joy, 1a the right
hand are pleasures for ever-
more. ¥

(Psalm 16 ; 11)
Malir,

Chundikuli.
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EDITORIAL
Che New Continuous Assessment Scheme

came
of
ol
done away

introduced

The new Continuous Assessment  Scheme which
into effect fiom mid - 1987 calls the atteation and
students, teachers, and parents. The
assessment, for students
and

teachers and

interest
traditional method
valuation had been
and a new type
suddenly. So much

quandary-not fully

gic,
evaluation is
educationists
evaluation scheme

of asscssment

s0, the are in

comprelhiending the new

An impartial analysis should be made to ascertain the
merits and de-merits of this wew scheme., This system had been
introduced with the highest objective of improving the standard
of education, the student’s participation in educational and
social activities. Whenever a change is made in the educational
structure, adequate time is given for Lo uomprehend
the implications behind it. This healthy
far. But surprisingly this new scheme was designed and im
As such the majoriy of the teachers do

not seem to have a clear idea about this project.

teachers
tradition was maintained
50
plemented at once.

According to the new scheme, assessment tests are con-
ducted by various teachers in various schools. Obviously there

will be a lot of variation in the standacd of question papers,
and the mode of marking the answer seripts. When marks a.e
given on a nine poiut scale, we cannot for  certain conclude

that the standacd and attainment reashed by diffevent sets of
students who score the same marks i1 vacious schools are same
As such a set of students from one school will be affccted
and 2t the sime time auaother set of students [rom another

school will be unduly benefited in the final evaluation of grades.

fhe shortage of teachers in schools is a big stumbling
block in the implemention of the now scheme. Another impor

tant aspect of the new scheme is the ‘‘Assignment''. Students
are called upon to submit ‘‘assignment work’' periodically,
They are expected to cefer books and make serious study on

the relevant .ubjec.ts This calls for reference work and students
studying in rural school will-find it extreamely difficult to do
this part of the work satisfactorily, due to the poor library
facilities apd fiaancial straia. There is a tendency among
students to obtain the help of others to do this *‘Assignment
work®® Students who make no genuine attempt to comprehend
the finer aspests of the assignment programme gain little or
nothing from 1t Year after year the syllabus of v‘ariuus-subjacts
a.e increased in coateat and quality. It is an uphill task on
the part of the teachers to do thesc assessmant tests efe. with
the altditional work - load placed on account of exteasive syllabus
to be covered up. Abseateeism among the students further
complicates the matlers. If the precious teaching time is partly
consumed for entering marks and maintaining files cte. the
loosers will be students ind nobody clse.

scheme
toil

For the successful implementation of this new
students are expected to do heayy work. They have to
day and night to complete their assgoment. Thereby they find no
time for games and physical exercises which are vitul for theg
healthy growth. When studeuts are over-loaded with work the
s to dislike the learning and frustration

tendency progess o

mav -set .

lead to the break-down of the

Eventually this may
very objestive for which the new scheme is primarily designed.

Students dre ueither machines nor are Lhe teachers
opecators of machines. Studeunls are growing plants. Teacher’s
is to clear the obstruction they encounter and give

main duty : .
Education im-

and loving care in their natural growth.
pave way for the betteyment of the
an educational impracdti-

rendes
parted on these lines will

The new system seems L&

studests.
cablity though nol an impossibility.

one who has the interest of the students in their

Every
heart should pounder over this new scheme and analyse the
pros and cons of the system dispassionately,
A, G-

THE MORNING STAR

Vol. 146 No. 15

Centre for Better Society
( Continued page 1)

a)

o discover, evolve and
plan

out  suitable remedial
Mmeasures to fight or eradicate
these causes and

‘h) to combat evil
Cussing  the atteation
society to it,

by
of

fo-
the

IT) Proposed proceddure and
methods

) We are already making
efforts personally and other-
Wise lo conscientize people by

L. our active contribution
Pparticipation in meetings
to such issues.

and
geared

2. our statements, lect-
ures, articles an | by
Chtouraging others  to do so.
We now propose to further in-
h?nsify and expand such acti-
vities through this centye by
enlisting/joining up with peaple
with suitable talents ani ideas
o encourage and conscientize
pramising nad volunteering
leaders through tbe following.

1) Lectures

3]. Meetings and group dis-
cussions

3) Seminrs
] 4) Block courses on specific
155Ues.

5) Propaganda through liter-
ature e. g. occasional booklets,

4 periodical journal, a mnews
bulletin.
6) Correspondence courses.

7) Making available a library

on issues related to
society and religion
8) Posters
9) Cassettes (audio  and
video)
IV, Material Needed
The felt neceds for the

above are broadly the following
1) A suitably furnished place
for meetings, study, library,
office etec.

2) Equipment etc. for gather-

ing proceesing and  dissemi-
nating information and the
means to employ personnel
to man these.

3. A regular bulletin to link
up membership and  ileas
and to increase effectiveness

in spreading of views and
news.
V, Availabe Resources
1. Word of God
2. The social teaching, of
the Church
3. The
ol the

recenl awakening
laity with  their
talents and charisms to contgi-
bute and collaborate in the
struggle for a jusi and righte-
ous society

4. The enthusiasm of many
brother priests, religious and
even laity to contribute their
shara to play an active role
in coascizntising and influen-
cing our society through such
a venture

5. The ecumenical and
collaborative spirit that is gro-
wing amoag the Christians.

‘twice "3 month,

0. The inter-religious dia-
logical attitudes and the good
\‘wlll and cagerness of various
Niths to join hands with us in
the face of common issdes.

7, The experiences and sup-
port we have from such centres
out side our region our country.

8 The personal experien-
ccs and expertise of our Tamil
oclety as well as my humbles
experifmces of the last 14 yeacs
both in Sii Lanka and abroad

guin_ed through my lectures,
Seminars and  international
colloquia,

VI, Beneficiaries:

This zentre is projecied to
cater to the following classcs or
gtoups of people from both
sexes;

Religious Leaders of all
faiths.

Social workers,
Educationists,

Lay Apostles snd leaders
Promoters of peace
Youth, specially those in
and just out ot University

Politicians.
Professionals «nd other
intellectuals:
Writers and Journaliststs

In practice, the aumber of bene-
ficiaries will be countless, as this
will be a conscientising, moliva-
ting and energising eentre, help
-ing the leaders in the soeiety
who will in tucn influence the
MASSE.

1t is expacted to conduct semia-
ars, discussions and meetings as
and whea need arises and at least
r — T e
The regular shost cou:se 3
sclected topics will consist of
5-10 sessions for about 15 — 25
participants ata time.

Preparations are being made also
for longer courses for about 1- 2r
vears for about 10 —20 people
at a time and will be of 2 types
Viz., week-end, week-day courses

The library will prove to be ben-
cficialtothe leaders continuously.

The booklets, journal and news
bulletins will, we are sure, reach
out to and infulence a much
wider circle in the society,

Vil. Responsibility and
Management:

This will be catering mainly to
the needs of the society in aad
around the Jaffna Region ia par-
ticular and to the North aad Easg
Sri Lanka in genecal. But for the
purpose of initiation, managment
aad coatinuity® the propertys
both movable and immovable will
be vested in theCatholicBishopof
Jaffoa and the Centre willbe run
under his patronage. At the inijti=
al stages much of the responsibi-
lity for its organization will be
shouldered by me. But as sooa as
possible a responsible, capable
and genuinely interested group of
persons will be formed for steer-
ing and managing the centre.

F¢, Dr. S. 1. Emmanuel.
Founder Director.
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