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Jaffna College Alumni
in Toronto, Canada

The inaugural meeting of
the Jaffna College Alumni in
Toronto was held on November
21, 1987 in the West ELLES-
'MERE United Church Hall.
The function was a great
success and a very colourful
one. The entire proceedings
ware video taped aand is avai-
labe for viewing. The pro-
gramme was as follow:s lntro=
duction given by Dr. J. B.
Selliah; speech on the ‘College
Days’ by Mr. C. F. 1. Richards;
an Open Forum, and then the
Office-bearers were cleeted with
Dr. J. B. Selliah as the chair-

the deputy, The hall was beauti-
fully decorated with the college
colours and the orest, and a
very colourful brochure was
pinted including the college
song.

On 3rd June, 1988, the
alumni in loronto organised 4
complimentary dinner to the
Principal, Mr. A. Kadirgamar
who was visiting Toronto. The
proceedings began with prayer
s4id by Mr. Peter Harris, the
D yv of the Christian Ch
s Fund (CCF) after w
the Canadian Natiopal Anthem
was sung. Dr. J. B. Selliah
gave an iatroduction. Mrs.
Vimala Edwards (nee Gunana-
yagam) made the mnin specch
in exquisite English studded
with gems of English Literature.
The chairman introduced Mrs.
Edwards as the youngest student
ever to graduate with a B. A,
London degree from Jaffna
College - she was 19 years old
then. Mrs. Edwards in her speech
portrayed very colourfully her
years at Jaffna College as a
student and  reguested the
Principal to continue ‘with
English Literature in the collzze
and alsy to stymulate the college
to play an important part in
development, social service and
reconciliation. Mr. Peter Harris,
the Director of the Christian
Children’s Fund of Canala then
addressed the gathering. After
which the Principal spoke giving
a full account of the situation
in Jaffna and of the college,
Sufficient timc was givea for
members to ask questions tp
gain more intimate knowledge
of the happenings in theeoun-
try. The vote of thanks was
then said by Mc. S. Wijeyna-
yagam, a former President of
“the School Council and contem-
porary of the Principal. This
was followzd by the hearty
singing of the College Song and
the fellowship dinner followed
where more thin 125 were pre-
sent, The men present there
gave the traditional three-hearty
cheers to the Principal lifting him
in the air.
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Mr. Alagan S. Kadirgamar

Mr. Alagin S. Kadirgamar
assumed office as National
General Secretary of the
National Council of the YMCAs
of Sti Lanka on Llth June 1988

Alagan had his early edu-
cation in Malaysia. where his
father the late Revd. J. W. A.
Kadirpamar was a Methodist
Ministee. He returned to  Sri
Lanka to complete his collegiate
education at Jaffna Colleg-,
Jaffna. He pursucd his higher
education in India, at Seram-
pore Theologieal College and
St. Paul’s Cathedral College,
both affiliated to the Univer-
sity of Calcutta. He read for
his degree in Philosophy.

Alagan’s association with
the YMCA spans a long and
rewarding career of 42 years.
Tn 1946 he joined the Movement
as a volunteer. From 1955 to
1986 he was associated with
the Colombo Metropolitan
YMCA, as a professional Secre-
tary from 1975 to 1986. He was
invited by the National Council
of the YMCAs of Sri Lanka as
Associate  National Geaeral
Secretary in February 1987 to

take  over as National Geeral

ecretary  when Mr, Boyd

Alagin brings with hlm a
wile tauge of training, scholar-
ship and experience in *Y’ ser-
vice, both in the National and
World Movement. He zomple-
Fed his Advance |. YMCA t(rain-
ing in 1960 at the Bangalore
Theologieal College and was
admitted to the Roster of YMCA
Secretaries of the National
Council of the YMCAs of India.
In 1966 he had his Fellowship
Training in U. 8. A, anl Canad.

Alagan pioneered and halpel
develp National Youth and
Cefm.ping programme-, Leade/-
ship Training and Programme
Development, besides assi iting
local YMCASs in their formative
years.

Alagan has

.been  closcly
assoFialcd with, and ctively
p%rtlcipated in, the aotivities
ofF the A sociation of YMCA

Secretaries of India and Ceylon,
the Nutional Coungil of the
YMCAs of TIndia and Ceylon,
the Y°s Men’s Regional Board
of India and Ceylon, the Y.s
Men's International, the Asia
Alliance of YMCAs, and the
World Alliance of YMCAs. He
has also participated in Regional
and World Consultations inclu-
ding World Couneil
of the World
YMCASs,

Meetings

CAlagan  is a4 gommitted
rt.l1gu}u5 leader, community
worker mnd sportsman., He is

Alliance of

DAY CARE CENTRE
MANKULAM

A few members of the Navi-
jeevanam  Fellowship had an
oppotunity of visiting the Day
Care Centre at Mankulam run
by the J.D.C,;8. 1. the occa-
gion being the opening of the
Parsonage. There was a large
gathering at the function, com-
sisting mostly of children aad
their parents, and well-wishers
of the Centre. No doubt de-
tails of the proceedings would
be published. The purpose of
this letter is to apprise reiders
of one item that was provided
which fasciaated us and all those
present - the playing of the
school Band. The Band Players,
all of them below five years of
age, were attired in uniform of
blue and white and caps to
match and the symphony that
existed il throughout the per-
formance was splendid. The
cembination of notesin playing
various instrument emanated a

melodious sound. Th Band
Mastcr was  equal to tho task
in conductiug the Band with

meticulcus timine, The credit,
of course, goes to the musicajly-
talented Warden of Lhe Centrz
(Mrs. Daniel Lhyagarajah). The
peaceful enviornment at the
Centre showed that the children
would surely bloom.

Uader present conditions
people in Jaffna do nol get an
opportunity to make a trip to
far places; hence our suggestion,
for what it is worth, that the
Day Care Centre Baad at Man-
kulam should be taken to Jaffua
to perform at some functioa or
other, which will no doubt enable
the citizens in Jaffna to get a
glimpse of ths commuuity ser-
vice that is being rendersd tc
helpess people in cemote arees.

4 respected leader of the Met-
hodist commupity a Rotarian,
and Sportsman whoe has served
on many national controlling
bodies. He isagifted musician,
and actively premated the pre-
seiilation of the * 1000 voices
Youth Choir Peace Concert”™
organised by th: Colombo
YMCA, Alagan is a peace
Crusader.

Alagan’s wife, Rance, is a
retired school teacher who now
devotes her time to Chusch
work, He has three daughtess,
two of whom are marcied :m\i
settled in England and Australia.
while the youngest is a Music
teacher in Colombao.

Alagan, who admirably led
l‘Ilc prestigious Colombo YMCA
for 11 wyear , luas now  been
ehosen by our Lord and Master
to lcnq the National Movement,
With his knowledge ability, dedi
ca'ion, discipline and

AN, winpirg
‘\::!}5, we ¢an hope that the
Sri Lanka Movement is in safe
hands,

May the Lord bless wid

crown his efforts,

— National Council Y M CAS
SRI—-LANKA
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IL is heartening and encoui-
aging to know that the Almuni
of laffna College around (he
globe ar¢ rallying arcund their
institution in forming well or-
ganiscd Alumni Associations in
large cities like London, Toronto
and Melbourne. There are re-
quests for associations in Sydney.
The meetings all to the spirit
of the College Song - ““Where'er
we roam, our College home
We’ll ever hold most dear” :
““When’er we gather, while we
live, Our filial love renew’’;
“Our loyalty shall be the same
where'er our lot be cast™.

Another advaniage that the
Jaffaa College alumni have is
that co-gducation has produced
well-knit families whers the hus-
band and wife were also stud-
ents aad the children of these
parents even though not old
students of Jaffna College stody-
ing abroad show an intimate
knowledge of the college and
view the colleze with much
affection as theic own too.

London and Toronte besides
their alnmni meetiugs also set
apart one day for an annual
get together. Thesc  fuactions
have also become notable social
functions for the Sri Lankaan
community. When the Alumni
Association was founded in 1879
the founders envisaged the time
when there will be branch
associations in Malaya, Burma
and India. It is interesting to
nots that there are mow larger
and stronger Associations in
Europe, Australia and America
than the Parent Association it-
self. Besides the formal asso-
ciations that have been founded
the Principal in his rccent visit
abroad met several small groups
in several parts of Loadon,
Colchester, Liverpool, Telford
(Brimingham), in various parts
of Canadi Bowling Green, Obio
Washineton D. C., Maryland,
Connccticut md New York, The
The alumni n Noctn  America
may find it more feasible to
join the Canadian Alumai for
their meetings.

Obituary

W. E. D. (Willie) Mather,
beloyed husband of Winnie
and eldest son of late Mr. &
M.s. EDWARD MATHER of
“Bethany House Manipay passed
away peacefully oo 01-07-1988
at his residence No: 6 St-Anues
Cnurch road, Chundikuli. He
was a brother of late Payi-
malam Kadirgammar, late Athy-
sayam Gunaraipam, Rey Bram-
well, late Wycliffe, lite Jessie
Lawrence, lake Sammy Rasathy
Chinaniah, Quintus and late
Ranie Asirwatham.

His mortal remains were
interred at the METHODIST
Cemeiery ( Columbuthural ) in
the ~sence of a large gather-
ing where the Revds Govin.
darajah, J Sharvananthan and
Sam Alfred officiated,
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Editorial

NORTH AND EAST FOCUS

[t takes oae word to charactetise the ¢cintemporary political
situation in the North and East — drift.

Wrestling with a multitude of loose ends, neither the Sri
Lankan Government nor the L, T,T.E. find themselves in a
position to come to an agreement on the coce issue ol the
holding of au election for the single Province to be constituted
by the merger of the North and East.

No doubt, the ‘talks’ in New Delhi and Madcas botween
the Indian Intelligence officers and the L T: B E: lead_erﬂug in
Madrais for the last five months had taken on, the dimension

of a momentable chapter in the history of Sri Lankan negoti-
ations.

The rumour mill was in fact in overdrive receatly  that

in Madras

Sathasivam Krishnakumar (Kittu) the representative
of the L.T. T. E. would be visiting Vavuniya to clinche with
the L.T.T.E. leader, the much awaited ‘deal’ to restore m;or-
malcy in the North and East and hold the Elections for the

establishment of the single Provincial Council.

The groundwork for the elections had also been laid at an
accelarated rate on the assumption that a b eakthrough was
imminent, There were to be 215 polling centres for the four
clectorates of th. Amparai District anl 168 polling centres for
the three electorates of the Batticiloa District,

But the epochal eveat of the Vavuaiya visit did not take
place, The LTTE headquarters in Madras put up according
to repoits, the following anouacement ‘‘OPERATION CHECK-
MATE: indisciaminate aerial bombardment by Indian Airforce"'_'
(Sunday Times 10-7-88) 1

The deasely populated villages in the Mullaitivu District
Thaonimurippy, Kumulumunai and Kallikidu were, according to
to news reports, targets of a military offensive on 9-7-88.
Following reports of this offensive, the BBC went on the aif
the same night an! made the comment that the talks of the

Indian intelligence officers with the LTTE could he rovived
only if there was aa annouacemeat of a cease fire by the
Forces.

The only bright spot in this sequence of events is ‘the

aunouncement made by Elamurasuy of 11-9-88 in bold heaul_ines'

that an initiative has been taken in Jaffna to re-vitalise the
dialogue between the LTTE and Indian intelligence officers
Mr. C.V. K. Sivagnanam, the Municipal Commissioner in colla-
boration with the Army Commander at Palaly is according 1o
the news report,in the forefront to see that the talks’® do not

get stalled at this .tage. But news published later seem to
indicate a stalemate.
What the country faces today is a suspenseful perviod in

her annals. Political analysts have differed in their opinion on
the present deadlock.

There is one group which deems it judicious for the LTTE
to take hold of this chance and build on the “‘assurances”
given by President Jeyawardene in his six-paragraph communique
of June 30 1988, drawa up on the advice of the Indian High
Commissioner, Jyondrinath Dixit,

There is another group which points ruefully to  the self
delusion on the part of the ocovernments that somehow ulti-
mately will work o their [favour. To this group
a political ‘deal’ in the context ol political  adminis-
ration in 4 country that is cravking under stress of crises and
given the thought the subje-t deserves. It cef=

things

war, should b
tainly is much more than giving “*a melon patch to a garden
boy™*

July 29 this year marks the First anaiversary of the sigaing
of the historic Indo Sri Lankan accord in Colombo by the two
heads of states and the arrival of the fiest batch of I, P, K, F
men from India to Keep Peace in the North and East. ]
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Womens* Fellowship

. More than hundred women
of th Jalfna Diocese met at
Uduvil  on Saturday the 9th
July for worship and a seminar
and a time of fellowship, For
the first time there were mem-
bers from the young churches
Su_ulh of Elephant Pass namely:
Killinochi, Shalom Nagar, Bara-
thy Puram and Mankulam and
fxlso from the smaller churches
in the Peninsula, pamely: K, K.S.
Sathiapuram, Sandili-pay
and Devakiramam Chunnakam .
It was also a pleasure to have
a few members of St. Peter's
Church, Jaffna with us.

The day began with comm-
union service conducted by the
Rev. D. €. Ratnasingham,
Pastor o7 Uduvil, Mrs. S, Jaya-
nesan of Killpochi spoke about
the service that Christian women
render to the community in the
present context. She said that
4 number of women have
already accepted responsibilities
of leadership and urged the
women for more active parti-
cipation.

_This was followed by a
seminar at which Miss Ratna-

singham  assistant  pastor at
St. Peter’s Chusrch. Jaffna,
spoke on the “Role of Women

i the church’s ministry and
the Rev. T. Thevanesan, pastor
Vaddukoddai, spoke on how
women through the church can
contribute to the gcowth of
society. Miss Ratnasingham
said how women were treated
as second to men in the past
and that it is so even now in
some third world countries and
communities though God put
man and woman in one world
giving them equal cespinsibili-
ties. She went on to say that
Jesus broke the fetters that
bound womsn of his time. The
women of the early church served
in the church’s ministry though
they were not called to bs apost-
les. Today women have heen call-

ed ta be ministers. Therefore it is
upto the women to help overcome
old prejudices ani praetices
au‘d be M riam, Esther, Ruth,
Deborrah, Martha, Mary and
other women of the Bible and
Mother Tergsa aud other sueh
women of to-day all pot to-

gether, in helping the church
m o 1ts ministry,

The Rev. T. Thevanesan said

that growth means progress and

that society i

Cig 15 made up of
c?lmmunltles lgll_guage groups,
numerous religioas, politics,

tf’ferent cultures and idealogies:
Cls1 itdl’ofhe prophesy of Isaiah
Che 3-5 and” St. Luke,

i 3: 4.5, Jesus came to even,
out these differences. To this
mulistey women ace also called
because society begins at home
a mother shapes the home, 50
her attitudes must change, then
the children will change, the
hone becomes a different place
and thus society will change,
Foe this ’self’ must go and one
must live for others.

Mis. R. Thambiappah, wo
ker Sathiapuram spokﬁp h;ieﬂ;
on the role of women in the
spiritual growth of the chusch.
She stressed the need for more
praying families and prayer
cells and bible study in the
church as thesc are the sources
of spiritual food. Here again
the women have a great role
to play.

A lively discussion followed
the seminar. At the afternoon
meeting Mrs, Thaya Thlagaragéh

ching and teaching bu
and take’ and s g, i
Mrs. Jeyakumar of Navely
a .eport of the Quadrennis
Confecence of the Womens,
fellowship of the C.S. 1.
was held in May 8
bad at whieh Mrs,
selvam of ths C i
and Mrs. Jesakumar w
gates from our Fellow

It is ironic that twelve excruciating months have passed by,

yet a seething couldron boils

country says the Island of 8-7-88

#Ihe killing of a Catholic

Batticaloa on June 6 and the abduction of a perment M
worker Mr. S. Kaadasamy by unkanown persons oun '-_.11_1_1;§ %

had led to this situation’

What the Isiand refers to as situation’ is the effect of

in the North and East of he
priest Fr. Chandra Femﬁﬁaﬁw‘iﬁ

social

killings on the Relief and Rehabilitation work in the Nrﬂk

and East,

A climastic period of tension anl uncertainity again chara-

cterises life in the country.
cigettlement”  was, we learn, a

A major sticking Pﬂjﬂt in &U

cense-fire in - the Tamil pro=

vinces which did not meet with the approval of the Indian
Government. The surrender of arms, coatinues to bean elusive

goal.

The laggard tempo of the peace talks however shoul1 not

blind us to the ultimate reality
Peace is the way"

that ‘*There is no way to Peace.

b et PN Tt

Rogistered as a Newspaper at the G.P.0O,, Sr _

Printed for the Jaffina Diocese of the Chureh of South Tn " ohE
Kankesanthurai Road, 22th July 198
and published by Mr. Alveppillai Rajssingham,

muganaths Press,

i Lawka under No, QUS4 News[$T.
dia at Sri San-

) on Fﬂalfl
i "0, Navalar Road, [sffaa

of Mankulam, shared the ex~.

the

e Aol o Sl AL

o,




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

