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Apply 1o
The Manager,
Morning Star', Vaddukoddal.

B

Media Scene ;
“The Hindu Changing Tracks

«All the talk about objec-
tive reporting and independence
are a lot of hot air. Nc_a Jours.
nalist in * The Hindu" is free
to write things as they are.
That is the fate of any jour
palist in the Hindu who dan;:'s
to defy the managements stance™,
explains a former qmpioyee 0{
the prestigious Indian journa
while commenting on the dis-
migsal of the paper's Jaffna
correspondent D. B S. Jeyaraj.

The Hindu created waves
by its coverage of the e_thmc
conflict in Sri Lanka Being a
Madras - based publication, it
devoted considerable editorial
space to the Sri Lankan prob.
lem. Towards the last quafter
of MGR's rule when LITE
leader Velupillai Pirabaharan’s
writ virtually ran in the Ta-
mil Nadu State, much promi-
nence was given to the Tiger
leader in The Hindu, It was
this intimacy with Pirabaharan
that catapulted N Ram into
the role of an intermediary
between the Tiger Chielftain
and the Indian government,
at the time of signing the
Indo-Sri Lankan accord on July
987. I[n the months that
followed the accord. as the
Indian government and the
Tigers fell apart, the Hindu
progressively toed the Indian
government line, alienating it-
self from the militant cause,

When the peacekeeping
force mounted a full scale st-
tack on the LTTE to bring
them to heel areport by D. B.
S. Jeyaraj. the paper’s Jaffna
Correspondent, detailing atroci-
ties of the Indian soldiers was
npiked'_ With Jeyaraj persist-
ing with his pro-Tamil ap-
proach, he was sacked,

“We don’t believe in sen-
sationalism...... nor do we in
dulge in advocacy Journalism,
defends N. Ram, the Hamboyant
associate editor of The Hindu.
We are generally sober, we
don't hold back when we have
something major... With regard
to the Sri Lankan issue, jt 5o
happens that our views cojp-
cide with those of the Indian
government  He adds fur(her...
but that does not cloygd our
vision. We make our gwp as-
sessment on  whether the ad-
ministration is handling things
well.  But yet N: Ram clajms
to doubt the credibility of (he
Gandhi administration. The
notable reason being the de-
fence deal scandals. [n that
respect alone, to him, it Jooks
very much like a cover-up,
That is what he means when
he says that they react tq
issues as they come up.”

By: K. P. Sunil
{.Il":‘lm“;'l Weekly of India
June 12-18.1988 ),
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Navaly Chureh

Several special Services were
held at Navaly, during the past
3 months,  Mothers day Was
observed in May The Service
was led by Misg J Yesusaga-
yam and the message was given
by Mrs Suguna Rajendran. Spe:
cial items were given by the
children. A (oken was pre-
sented to the mothers: Fathers
day was observed in June
Rev. Chandran Arnold gave the
message and administered Holy
Communion. The first part of
the service was conducted by

the S S. Supdt Me. W. N.
Thevakadadcham. There were
childrens items too, Fathers

were presented with tokens by
the S S. Children, In July:
J.D C.S.1. Sunday Service was
conducted by Mr. W. N The-
vakadadcham Children’s Sun-
day Service was conducted by
Mr. W. G- Annappah with the
assistance of 7 Sunday School
children. A Jlocal rally for the
Navaly children was held on
the aftertnoon of Sunday 17th
July. .

Obituary

Mr. Eliyathamby Edward Sinnuthurai
My- E. E. Sinnathurai of Old
Park Road Chundikuli died on
Sunday the 17 July. He was
attached to the Electricity De-
partment of the Jaffna Munici-
pal Council. The funeral took
place at his residence on the
following day and the remains
were then removed to St. Johns
Cemetery for interment. He
leaves behind besides his wife
Rasammabh, Arumainayagam:
Tharmanayagam, Thuraisin-
gham and Arulanantham (sons)
and Jeevamany Frannes and
Rupavathy ( daughters)

£ L L

Mrs. Nesammah Sellathurai

The death occured sudden-
ly in early hours of Tuesday
the 19th of July of Mrs. Nesam-
mal Sellathurai wife of Mr- V.
Sellathurai, Retired Principal
Pandateruppu. The funeral was
conducted at her residence on
the following day by the Bishop
Rt Rev. D |J. Ambalavanar as-
sisted by the Rev. Sam Tam-
poe and the Rev. 5. Jevanesan
Th? burial took place at Pan-
dateruppu Cemetery,

oShe leaves behind besides
her hushand. Sakunthaladevi
and Sarojinithevi - daughters )
and Jeyasingham ¢ Proprietor
Jeyas Killinochi ), Rey. § Jeya-
nesan ( Pastor Kilinochi J, Jey-
tuban (Canada ), leyaraujan
(Bank of Ceylon, Mannar) and
Jeyabalan (Canada), (sons),

{ An
life  will
issue ),

appreciation of her
appear in our next

Ecumenical Decade

Churches in Solidarity with
Women 1988 — 1998

Why a Decade?

This acade is seen as a
follow up of the concern that
the Church and the ecumeni-
cal movement has had to in-
crease the informed participas
tion and leadership of women.

This Decade is seen as a
follow-up of the UN Decade
for Women . 1975-1985) which
in spite of its limited contris
bution did not address itself te
the churches nor did it ade-
quately challenge structures
that diminish the humanhood
of women in the society. This
Decade provides to the churches
an opportunity to create a
ministry of empowering, shar-
ing an! healing of women in
society and to restructure them-
selves so as to be able to faci-
litate the participation and
leadership of women and all
other marginalised groups.

This Dacade is addressed to
the Churches in India

Urging them to take stock
of the present position of wo-

. men in church and society.

Urging them to express so-

lidarity with women all over the

world in our common quest to
eliminate teachings and prac-
tices that discriminate against
women

Urging them. with women,
to plan specific programmes of
action to improve the position
of women in the church —in
all forms of ministry, in litur.
gical practices, in administrative
and decision-making roles, in
theological education in the theo*
logical life of the church etc.

Urging them, with women,
to act resolutely on issues con-
fronting women in society To
take a strong and ethical stand
on issues of injustice concern-
INng wWomen,

Urging them and the women
lo recognise their rights and
creative possibilities in building
4 new community, a liiving
community of womzn and men
in the church and society,
Objectives snd Guidelines
To the Churches......

Recognising the creation
Promise of the image of God
In all women and men  Aflirm
ing the liberation proiise of
Jesus acceptance of all women
and men into his community
Contessing our faith in the
Promise of the presence of the
Holy Spirit in the world, em-
Powering all womsn and men
in the church and society ...

The Churches are urged to
take the DECADE as an op-
portunity to plan specific ways
by which to recognise the lea-
dership potentilal of women,
their contribution not only as
regular church goers but also

UNDELIVERED 1SSUES [
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all undelivered issues

The Manager, |
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Departed: 1st August 1983

Mother couragecus and unselfish,

wifa true and loving, sister loyal

and helpful and a friend in need,
" Whaso findeth a wife,
findeth a good thing."

Vacancy

POST OF SECRETARY
Uduvil Y. M. C A.

Applications are ipvited from
Christians between 25— 50 years
to fill the abovc position. Candi-
dates shonld be able to wark with
minimum supervision aud handle
correspondence independently. Typ-
ing experience is essential. Salary
is negotiable. Apnlications close
on the 3lst August 1984.

Apply to: The President.

; Uduvil Y.M.C. A,,
Bombay House,
Inuvil, Chunnakam-

as participants in (he framing
of theological formulations and
the ministry of the Church and
in its administrative and deci.
sion-making structures.

The Churches are urged to
develop the gifts and skills of
women through exposure pro-
grammes, through training, and
through intensive invelvement
of women at various levels.

The Churches are urged io
recognise their diakonal respon-
sibilities for deeper involvement
in the life struggles of women
(e. g dowry, legal status, abuse
of medical technology, exploita-
tion of women s sexuality etc.).

The Churches are urged to
recognise the theological expe-
riences of all marginalised
groups in the Church, especi-
ally women.

The Churches are urged
to educate the local congrega-
tions to accept the integral
participation of women in all
aspects of its life so that the
church can become a true com-
munity of women and men.

The Churches are urged to
make special efforts to help
women and men to recognise
the family as a place of accep-
tance and love, where the dig.
nity of all members are safe-
guarded and where children
are brought up in an atmo-
sphere of Christian nurture,
imbued with a sense of their
responsibility to serve all of
God's people and all of God's
crealicn.

(#c be conbinued)
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THE MORNING STAR

EDITORIAL
The Tamils and the Peace Accord

The 60-hour Curfew

“"A total curfew”it was, by all standards. as announced in
the IPKF notice boards, outside the main camps. It lasted 60
hours covering two full days. the 9tn and 30th of July and
three nights 28th, 29th and 30th of July.

Not a human being could be spotted during the day on
the highways or by-ways, not even in (he farms and fields,
Not a sound was heard for miles around save that of barking
dogs roused from their slumber by the thump of boots of pass-
ing soldiers on their routine rounds. A palpable feeling of un-
ease and fear was writ large in people's faces.

The first anniversary of the Peace Accord far from being
a happy memory only reminded the Jaffna residents of the poli-
tical palsies which have become endemic in the land, shoving
the country against the wall,

Unforgettable Scenes

But it will not be excessive to say that the Jaffna residents
bad. naively perhaps, pinned greater faith in the Peace Accord
than those in other parts of the country. The political scenes
enacted in Jaffna immediately prior to the Accord and immedi-
ately after, were out of the world experiences to many a Jaffna
resident.

The spectacular air-drop of food on 4-6-87 by parachutes
descending from Anionov Jets, with M/RAGE fighter planes ray-
cously proclaiming *‘the message of relief”, the flurry of facti=
vity at the Kankesanthurai Port in subsequent weeks, as each
Indian cargo vessel arrived with large consignments of foods
medical supplies and oil, and capping all, the pomp and pride
with which the IPKF made its debut on Jaffna roads. taking
the LTTE Chief to Suthumalai are deeply etched in people’s
memory as epochal events to denote what they thought were
symbolic of a dramatic turn about, i politics in the country.

L T.T E flags; in fact, continued to fly on large poles at
important junctions after the Accord was signed and ornate
pictures of LTTE men who fell in the *war' were displayed
in many public places. It was widely assumed that the Indian
government had come to grips with the Tamil problem and that
a settlement was just round the corner, with the ‘tigers’ giv-
ing their assent.

The Peace Accord and Peace

But the moments unforgettable for the Jaffna residents soon
turned into moments unforgiveable during the torrid months of
October and November, 1987, When the heat of the conflict
subsided, the picture in Jaffna was that of a place where a heavy
gale had lashed the area and had all but spent itself and was
dying in a thin drizzle.

Many opinions have now been expressed at different levels
about the Accord. The position of the governments of India
and Sri Lanka has been'expressed respectively by the Indian
High Commissioner in Sri Lanka, J N. Dixit and by Minister
Gamini Dissanayake who is now in the limelight as spokesman
for Sri Lanka.

Both of them have expressed the view that the Accord hags
placed the maximum on the table and the ‘deal’ may now B
considered for all intents and purposes closed- In this context,
the Minister has expressed the view that the LTTE must cop.
form to the Accord and accept what has been offered or be
eliminated ae a militant factor.

Indian High Commissioner Dixit while endorsing the tenor
of the Minister's comments has added a note of grace and
benignity by concluding his statement, saying that what was
needed now was ‘‘an abundance of patience”. Whether the
Commisioner has in mind further *talks', we do not know,

Confusing Juxtaposition

A confusing juxtaposition characteriscs the contemporary po-
litical situation, The [PKF_Wh:ch was sent as a Peacf ke_cp-
ing army is now expected if the need arises to fight " agqins:
interests il came to protect” (we have

ery  heople whose : o
Hhe veryapaen Rural Industries Minister, S. Thonda-

borrowed the words of
man ) .
The whole picture is redolent of what the lndlal:l Schelar
and Diplomat, K. P. 5. Menon, of revered memory, said of the
United Nations Organisation during the First World War. Sajd
Menon : —
“ T'he only condition for a country to become a member gf
the UUNO, duriog the first World War was that it should be
peace loving and demonsirate its love of peace by declaring war

against Germany."

ildering situation is seen not omly in the role of
‘{;'prewllld?il ilso seen in the manmer in which the §elt-
threne c;em.ands 6f the LTTE [for a merged North and‘f.tlst.
::r a substantial devolution of power and for a halt to *colo-

Centre for Better Saciety

['his Centre wag inaugurat.
ed to enable people of g)) faiths
and social status tg take a
united or coordinated effort at
bettering our society towards
the ideal set by the Creator,
Towards this end, Bishop [y I
Ambalavanar of the ¢, S. Iy
Church in Jafina was jnyited
to deliver a talk at the Centre
recently on the topic +pa
Church 1n contemporary Socie.
ty” Commencing with read-
ing from Heb.2/]_3 he
stated as follows: The Chyrcp
should provide a visjon to the
society and clarify or ypdate
same continuously, [¢ must be
presented so as g motivate the
world to run towards it, jugt
as commercials do op people,
Vision is the art of seeing
things invisible (not only cqn-
temporary but also of the future)
without revelation people wiil
loose restraint (Proy. 29/;8; and
perish. Highly spiritua] Mahat-
ma Gandhi explaining his jn-
volvement in the political free-
dom struggle stated that he
met God through contact with
people In want. God became
present among us through
Christ's  incarnation ( taking
flesh). Jesus inaugurated God’s
Kingdom in this world of Poli-
tics, econemics, education erc,
The task ( vision ) assigned tg
us is nothing but transforming
this world into God's Kingdom
The Church is in and for the
world. Pope Paul V| had pray-
ed that the smoke of gur fac.
tory chimneys be our incense
and the shouts of the workers
be our hymn of prajse The
W. G C, originally presented
the vision of a ** Responsible
Society” and improved it later
to include “*Participatory” /dis-
approving even a benevolent
dictatorship where the people
have no choice). The vision
put forward jointly by all the
Churches now is; justice, Peace
and Integrity of Creation — pro-
viding also for future genera-
tions conforming to the eternal
plan of God According to
experts, more materials haye
been used up in this century
than the total used up than the
total used in all the previgus
ones.

Applying the above to oy
present situation, we find that
we have inherited a colonial
mentality having been ruled by
various parties for the past 500
years. We try for the best form
of individual or family suryi-
val surrendering ourselves to
whatever system we found our-
selves in. We are not bother-
ed about the inherent rights
of ourselves or of the society
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Personal

Dr. (Mys,) Chryshanthg Path-
n.wzdeva has passed her MR, C. p
final exam helg 0K Tate ].ast'
Y"_ar’ She is an giq girl of Uduayil
Girlg' College ang 1S the daugh-
ter of Mr. & Mg, C. P, Vairamu-

thu of “Sugirtha Malikaj" Udnwil,
at large, Many for varion®
Teasons  have found Toreign

pastures forgetting their people
and escaping from the struggle
Initiated and led chiefly by the
youth. They haye been suc-
cessful to gz great extent at
least in making many of us
conscious of gyur many rights
and of our duty to labour and
sacrifice for them,

In Scripture tog we find se-
veral examples Through joseph
Israel moved into Egypt and
multiplied. When the begin-
nings were forgotten, and the
yoke of the people became un-
bearable, Moses who too had
grown up in a Pharo's Palace
bad to make a choice between
his personal position in the Pa-
lace and leading his people in.
to freedom, opted for the lat-
ter and cried *‘Let my People
g0". Daniel and his compa-
nions cultivated a thirst for
freedom, and infused hope of
obtaining same based on deep
faith in God.

Thus instead of using our
talents and other giits for our
personal or family survival, we
have to start living for our

people, present and future. We
have to work for and spot-light

to the people the vision of a
fullness of 1 as
free as God wanted them to be,
Various tboughts‘ were ex-
pressed at the ensuing discus-

slon ;
We were very useful and

loyal servants and were made

use of by all. Many are
resigned to the status quo
and have to be infused with
hope and new vision. Many
other Nations and Races too
weant through similar situa
tions, e g The Jews

Conclusions :

1. Set the right vision before
the people.

2. Different approaches are
needed for different situa=
tions Individual efforts may
not be sufficiently profit-
able. Social problems need
higher level planning and
execution. Eveu structures
may have to be changed

3. We have to be truly ecu-
menical—i e. embracing the
whole inhahabited earth,
God is God for all. The
Church socially is within the
world which is the concern

of all men, Therefore we
have to work with all.
— A, S,
S -

nisation’ in the East] are regarded at times as legitimate poli-

tical aspirations and at times as the fundamentals of Eetam,

There Seems to be no easy way out of the political waods
in Sri Lanka unless the Indo-Lanka Accord reaches the heart

of the Tamil problem

India’s ability to contain Sri Lanka’s

political peregrinations into the territory of her ''regional adver-
saries ", will not win for her world credibility as muc_h as In-
dia's ability to find a solution for the nettlesome Sri Lankan

Tamil problem.
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