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We are happy to report t-l'mt
our good friend Wesley Ariarajah
has earped his doctorate in Phi-
losophy (Ph. D) of the Univer-
sity of London, Dr. Ariarajah’s
thesis for ‘doctorate was in
the field gé.-ﬂﬂigions. He is now
récognised as an ountstanding scho-
Iar on the subject of * Dialogue
between Peoples of  Different
‘Faiths”, For the last few years
‘he has been Director of the Com-
‘mission on Dialogue in the World
Council of Churches, Dr. Arlara.
jah is a Minister of the Methodist
Church in Sri Lanka released for
‘at the World Counncil of
ches Head Quarters in Ge-
catulate him on his

The Rev. Tom O'Leary has

~sncceeded the Revd. Andrew Bailey

as Minister of the St. Andrew's
Scots Kirk, Colomba., He visited
the North from the B8th to the
10th of August and was the guest
of the Jaffna Diocese of the C. S. I,
He visited the Diccesan centres
of work at Vavunia, Mapkulam,
Mutikandy, Kilinochchi and some
of the centres in the Jafina Pe.
ninsula.

=3 e ——
At Resi
Mr. R. 5. Virasinghe |

We regret to record the
death of Russel Saunthakunayr
Virasinghe Assistant Commis.
sioner of Motor Traffic, Jaffna
on 31-7-88 at the Jaffna Goy-
ernment Hospital,

The funeral took place at
his residence at Uduvil on 3-7-88
at 350p m Sevak Rey. Sam
Alfred officiated at the Service,
assisted by KRev, Christo Ro-
berts. The remains were in-
terred at the Uduvi] Chuich
burial grounds

The deceased leaves pe-
hind his wife, Suganthy ( Staff,
Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai )
his mother, Ellen { Australia )
two brothers and four sisters,

M. Virasinghe is the son.
ip-law of the late Mr ¢ R
Ratnasingam, former Supervi-
sor of the Lower Schaol at
Jaffna College and of Nys, Rat
nasingam of Uduvil,

Report by Rev. Paul F. John ‘Chip’ of
Indiana-Kentucky Conference on his visit to Sri Lanka

@BThe news was bleak: if
we wanted to respond LolDa*
niel and Thaya Thiagarajab's
year with us as missionaties-in
residence by ministering to the
refugees of Sri Lanka's civil
war, we could either put off
our plans or change them. Then
their Bishop D. J Ambalavanar
visited Indianapolis, where it
was decided to go ahead with
a changed project. [ travelled

to Sri Lanka, sponsored by the .

churches I serve in Lamat, In-
diana, to see how the I-K
Conference could be of the
most help.

When I flew to Colombo
in February, I wasn't sure what
I would find, especially as I
left the capital for the North®
ern Province, which had been
a stronghold of the Tamil
* Tigers' resistance force un-
til Octobers when the Indian
Peace Keeping Forces {(IPKF)
launched an offensive, regain«
ing control of the Province.
Severe damage had been done
by both sides. The IPKF now
controlled activity there with a
¢ight grip.

unnerving times during the
October offensive when they
were caught in Jaffna, and his
two bouts with malaria, Daniel
and Thaya were both healthy
and relatively safe, serving a
new church in Mankulam ~Se-
veral checkpoints punctuated
our route there, some includ.
ing searches. A group of 30
children were waiting with Tha-
ya to welcome us We were
a day overdue : she hadn't beep
sure we had made it past the
first checkpoint.

Instead of finding them with-
drawn and barricaded against
the violence as I expected, the
churches of Daniel and Tha-
ya's diocese were ministering
to the victims of the fighting
before the dust had settled,
Every minister and many of
the church workers I talked to
had risked their lives trans.
porling the injured from, or
food to the'troubled aréas. Das
niel took part in bringing in
food to jaffna after the lifting
of the 24 hour curfew, first
being stopped and threatened
by the Tamil Tigers. and then
by the IPKF.

Having no Protestant church
five years apgo, Mankulam now
has a worshipping congregation
of 150. Indeed, the Church of
S India has grown remarkably
in recent years, following the pats

tern of providing needed minis~
tries to the hurting—-through
refugee housing  construction,

day care and training centres —
and then planting churches in
the midst of those who had
seen Christian love in action

In my further travels to
Jaffna “and other locations, I
saw much of the other valu-
able work which the diocese
is doing, including hospitals,
a college, a theological semina-
ry, two Boys Homes, and two
Girls Homes., All were affected
by the fighting, whether shell-
ed, shot or otherwise. Mira-
culously, 125 girls trapped in
the school escaped death
when their building was shell-
ed, A staff member at the
hospital, however, did not
escape.

How can we help? The
Diocese is in urgent need of
funds for:

1) the building of more dor-
. mitories for the Girls and
« the Beys Home. Both are

severly over-crowded,

2) the=£Leplacement of stolen
or, "destroyed essentials at
the hospital,

3) the continuation of refugee

- wDaniel .met..my...plane.-ig~.. .. .housing construction.
Colombo. Notwithstanding some

Certainly there are *'safer”
places to minister than Sri Lan-
ka, but few are more worth-
while. I am sure that the
work of the Church of South
India will leave a lasting im-
pression there regardless, be-
cause they have acted while
others have held back. These
brave men and women, like
Daniel and [Chaya, were there
when their community needed
them the most. Let us act as
quickly and as generously as
we can to help them in their
work.

Gratefully Remembered

Two more educationists of
Jaffna have passed within the
veil this year, M, g Sabalin,
gam who was Principal of Jaffe
na Hindu College and Jaffna
Central College passed away
in England on 4-8-88. He wiil
be remembered for his contri=
bution to Sports, particularly
Football in our schools and for
his active participation in the
acli}'ilies of the Teachers' Asso=
ciation

. Mro A, Vythilingam, former
Principal Urumpiray Hindu Col=
lege was a distinguished pro-
duct of the University College
Colombo. He was one of the
early batch of Tamils to obtain
a University Scholarship on the
results of his Honours Degree
In. Mathematics. His funeral
took place at Neeraviady, Jafi-
na on 7-3-83,

A Service of Praise
and
Thanksgiving
[or the life of
John Moothathamby Sabaratnam
will be held at
St. Johns the Baptist Church
Chundikuli
on

Thursday the 15th Sept. 1988
at 3 p. m,

IN MEMORIAM

i

TREASURED MEMORIES
or

Our BeLOVED PARENTS

Edwin Canagasingham

Jesudason «
Called to rest, 25th April 1967
and

Fuella Rasamanie Jesudason
Called to rest, 24th August 1987

Deay Lord, we thank thes jor
" thése tio lovely souls, -

Fondly remembarsd and sadly -

missed by their children and
their families in Sri Lanka and
abroad, J

Visit of the Head of
The Salvation Army to Jaffaa

The Territorial Commander
- of the Salvation Army in Sri
Lanka, Colonel Vincent Perera;
accompanied by Major S, N.
Ariaratnam, visited Jatfna re-
cently to inspect The Salvation
- Army work in the Jaffna Pe.
ninsula and to see the prasent
condition of the Army buildings
in the area. Colonel visited the
Salvation Army Centres in
Earlalai, Jaffna, Meesalai and
the Kaithady Childrens' Home.

A meeting was conducled
by Colonel Perera for the child-
ren at the Kaithady Childrens
Home and he met with the
S. A. Officers of the Jaffna Dis.
trict in an Oficers' Council.

Personal

Captain 8. N, Ariaratnam,
the present Financial Officer of
the Salvation Army Territorial
Headquarters, Colombo, has
been promoted to the rapk of
Major, with the elevalion in
position as Financial Secretary
effective from 1st July 1988
In addition to this, Major and
Mrs. Ariaratnam are now res-
ponsible for the Tamil work of
the Salvation Armyin the North.
ern and Eastern Provinces,
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EDITORIAL
Winning the Peace in Sri Lanka

Man today bas no peace
His heart arid with pride
He clamours for an ever
Increasing speed in a

Fury of chase

For objects that ceaselessly
Run but never reach

A meaning.
— Rabindranath Tagore.

A sense ot unfulfilment cripples every aspect of life in the
country- !

Prognosticators are of the view that we are likely lo enter
again a crunch period in our annals, with relations between the
(piF and the LTTE now at their lowest ebb.

A Discovery

A group of Indian soldiers are reported_ to have dug up a
Surface to Air Missile (SAM-7) at Nallur in the heart of the
Jaffna town. Whatever that event signifies, it certainly leaves
the controversy over the LTTE arms surrender burning hotter
and the ‘engines of war’ moving faster.

The National media in Sri Lanka bristles with articles and
news reports, hypersensitive to any kind of relaxation of the m11_1-
tary grip of the IPKF on the North and East. Says an arti-
cle in The Snnday Times of 7-8-88 under the caption ¥ Indian
patience running out” .~

“The Indian treops cannot stop fighting. Bnt they will have
to ba much more cautious now. The Tigers could bave more

SAMs hidden away. That is why the battle bhas to be won

fast.”
Indian Aid Plan

Weekend, of 7-8-88, carries crashing news of an “Indian Aid
Plan for a Tamil rebel group”. The group referred to is the
EPRLF, which has been recognised as a political party by the
Commissioner of Elections in Sri Lanka. According to a spokes-
man of the Group, two of their leaders have been summoned
py India’'s Intelligence Agency the Research and Anaylysis
Wiang, (RAW ), to discuss with them the subject of Indian
Assistance in the conduct of the Provincial Couucil Election of
the North — Eastern Region.

Since the visit to Sri Lanka during the latter part of May

JAFFNA

COLLEGE

ADMISSIONS — 1989

Admissions will be made only to the following classes:

Year I:

Students born before 31 1-1984 and after 1-2-1983

( Admissions very limited.)

Year VI:
Year XI[: Students born

Students born after 1-2-1978.
after 1-2-1972.

Students  will

be selected on the results of the G.C. E- (Ordi-
nary Level, Examinations.

Apply on forms available at the College Office on or before

3oth Scptember, 1983,

Admission tests for Year VI will be held on Saturday the

15th of October, 1988,

The interview for Year [ will bs held on Saturday #4th of
November, 1988 at 900 a m. in the College.

Jafioa College,
Vaddukcddai.

Principal.

o Ecumenical i)ecade

Churches in Solidarity with
Women 1988 —1998

(Continued from our 29 7-88 issue)

To the women......

Recognising the rights and
creative possibilities of women
in building a new church:—

Women of the churches are
urged totake seriously the need
for their more active and cou-
rageous participation in the life
and ministry of the church.

Women of the Churcheg
are urged to strengthen the
women’s fellowship/organisation
and its work so that it will
become a stronger voice of
church women and a more
integral and critical part of
the church.

Women of the Churches are

rage the availability of talents
of younger women and theo-
logically trained women in the
church.

Women of the Church are
urged to break out of tradi-
tions that have bound them for
centuries, so as to evolve more
just and participatory practices.

Women of the churches are
urged to become more aware of
and involve themselves more
closely with the growing secu-
lar women's movements and the
issues they highlight.

Women of the churches are
urged to greater ecumenical
participation, going beyond de-
nominational loyalties, reaching
out to women of all depgmi-
nations and to women of other
faiths and ideologies so as to
provide alternatives to the pre-
sent_s'ituation of hostility and
suspicion in which we live.

— 35, L. Churchman,

ab

urged to recognise and encou-

this year, of the Indian Defense Minister, K. C. Pant, the pros-

pects and problems of the crucial Provincial Election of the gi.¢ what is th s ———
North — Eastern Region have had a sharp focus. President Je- sike f(?r E‘;;: A CE: xi{ll:\?in‘;f ?;ﬁ;ﬁ:ugzn 5 gg(:;:ED[nd:a_ could now
yawardene will like, perhaps, that India takes some of the nately is yet to prove its value as a life enh: which uufurpu-
election heat off his back. ancer and reviye

New Realities

But the new realities too are daunting. On at least two
issues; the LTTE, (supported by the TULF) has expressed
grave concern, tantamount to a virtual refusal (by the (LTTE)
to accept the ACCORD unless the requests are conceded. One
is amending the clauses relating to the measure of Devolution,
to be in par with promises made, and the other is the imme-
diate calling off, of the colonisation schemes, particularly in the
Eastern Province and in Mullaitivu District in the tank-based
gettlements as the Welioya. President Jeyawardene's reply to the
first request was that such negotiations could be begun, after
the Elections. With regard to the seeond request, the Presj-
dent has denied all such new colonisation activities.

_ The atmosphere hangs heavy in the land with India deter-
mined to all appearances, on heading off a rising sense of
drift m the country by having the North—East Provincia]
Councn_ Election, with or without the LTTE and the LTTE
determined to keep out of the Election unless the nettlesome
1ssues of colonisation and scope of devolution are cleared and
a concensus arrived at.

India's Role

. A political commentator writing to one of the national daj
lies Of Sri Lanka on the results of the Southern Province Pros
vincial Council Elections held in June this year, described the
outcome as “'a military victory but a political defeat'. Anti-
government elements could not disrupt, the elections. It wag
therefore a smilitary victory. But the 30 per cent voter turp-
out was not an impressive show for democracy. The Election
was therefore a political defeat.

India has the third (according to some, the fourth) bi
P g s Loe biggest
%{’{nﬁ' in the‘v_-mrld. She is also the world's sixth nuclear pov%er_
ith this military record behind her, any effort of the sub-

continent to bri : : : AT &
K- LIng peace in Sri Lanka is malitarily obligated to

But in a countr i - i
s y teetering on the edge of economic chags
“E:th lés fields turned arid and water-catches shrunken and peg:
Ple teduced to neurotic states by five years of continuous cons

the people’s flagging spirits ?
Two Englands

It was Jawaharlal Nehru who in his book “ 7%he Discover
of India” says that in every country there are two aspects :f
national character and civilisation. Quoting England as an ex-
ample, Nehru says that fwo Englands came lo India in 1600 when
Queen Elizabeth gave a charter to the East India Company
Ons was the England of Shakespeare and Milton and the Autho:
rised English Edition of the Bible, of Hampden and Cromwell
and the struggle for freedom, the other was the England of the
savage penal code, of brutal behaviour, of entrenched feudalism
and reaction- Nehru concludes that it was * the wrong Eng-
land that unfortunately came into contact with ** the wr I‘I
dia” in the 17th Century. IR

India's image in Sri Lanks

During the peak of out travails in 1937 ' i
embargo all but engulfed the Tamil areas, in:ilz:egr:tn ;:%iorﬁ;i
voice heard on behalf of Sri Lanka, in Geneya, during the 44th
Sessions of the U.N. Human Rights Commission held in Feb-
Tuary 1987. Then. came the '‘message of relief, which India
sent over the air spectacularly on 4-6-87 in Jaffna after an
embarassing episode in mid sea off Kachchaitiva After the
signing of the ACCO_RD India sent a PEACE FORCE to the
Tamil areas to monitor the implementation of the ACCORD
This is contemporary history, :

India too, like any other country has two aspects of “na-
tional character and civilisation ", Which of the Indias, we
know of, did we see over the air in Jaffna in June 19877
Which of the Indias did we find at Gemeva in February 198?5
Which of the Indias is the IPKF expected to represent now On.
our goil?

India's image, particularly in the Tamil areas will appear
blurred and confused unlesss she has a plan in Sri Lanka which
ig politically obligated to suceceed.
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