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Henry Richard Hoisington
Seholar and Missionary

Henry Richard Hoisington
(1801—1858) who became the
Principal of the Batticotta Semi-
nary in 1835 was remv-kal.'tlc 01
aceount of his piety, missionary
2&31, scholarship and a Iministra-
tive ability. He was undoubtedly
one of the ablest missionarics
who served in the Island. He
had his education at Williams
College and subsequently learnt
theology at Aubura Theologl ral
Seminary — the college from
‘where he graduated in Divinity.
Subsequent to his ordination he
served as Presbyter for two yrars
in New-York. He was sclecled
by the ABCFM to serve as missi-
onary in Jaffna where he arrived
in 1833. He had the promise of
remarkable success as the new
British Governer Sir  Wilmot
Horton, unlike his predecessor.
Edward Barnes, was well lispos-
ed towards the Americin
Jdission. It was Sir Wilmo:
Horton who lifted the ban on the
induetion of the American Missi-
onaries on the recommendations
of the Colebrooke Commission.

On his arrival in Jaffaa he
was sent to Manipay and unler-
took evangelistic work. In the
following year he wis appointed.
Professor of Enzlish at the Batti-
soita Seminary. Very soon in
1835 he succeed Dr. Daniel Poor
cas Principal of that institution.
He served in that capacity till
1849 except for a brief period
between 1841 to 1843. He went
to America in 1841 on account of
ill health and during his sojourn
there, had a remarkable reco,
very. Duinz his stay there,
he made efforts to collect funds
for his proje:t of seftiaz up an
observatory at Vaddukoddai. In
1844 he returned and resumed his
responsibilities as Principal of
the Batticotta Seminary. He ilso
became Professor of Hindu
cieace aand Literature,

During his Principalship the
Seminary reached to the peak of
its development to such an extent
as (o be considered to be on par
with any modera Buropesu Uni-
versity.  Sir Emerson Tennent
the accomplished Colonial Secre-
tary who visited the Seminary in
1848 was highly impressed with
its devilopment and was obliged
to make the following remagk,

“The knowledge exhibited
by the pupils was astonishing
and it is no exaggerated en-
comium to say that in the
course of instruction and in
the success of the system of
communicating it, the colle-
giate institution of Batticott i
is entitled to rank with many
Buropean Universities,””
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A remarkable contribution
of Hoisinglon to the Seminary
was his reorganization ol its
courses and cursiculam.  The
Pure Academic courses were 5e-
parated from the normal course.
The work of each of these cour-
ses extended for four years.
Considerable numbe= of studeats
left the semimary on the comple-
tion of the course in the Normal
Department. A few brilliant
students entered the Pure Acade”
mic Department [or another fouc
years of study,  Medivine
Theology Philosophy and Nat-
ural History were taught to stud-
eints who gained admission to the
Academic Department.

It was during his time the
Seminary began to exert a power-
ful influence in the local society.
It may not be an exaggeration to
say that it stimulated intellectual
and academic activity so as to
cause cultural and social fer-
ment. Some of the most remark-
able scholars of the nineteenth
century viz J. R, Arnold, Carroll
Visvanathapillai, Jeremiah Evar-
ts, William Nevins, Wyman
Kathiravetpillai, Robert Brecken-
ridge, B. H. Rice, George Cham-
pion, Charles Bartlett, T. P.
Huont, and T. P. Handy had de-
velopedunder his guidance. C. W.
Thomotharampillai wno passed
out in 1853 would have studied
Hindu Astronomy and Literature
under Hoisington for at least
three years.

ASTRONOMY :

He cultivated an interest in
Astronomy and Hinduism. His
astronomieal studies resulted in
the repular publicition of the
annual calender called Bfwrd
s (Thiriyangam).  Although
these were published in the nams
of ausimeyiuemZan  @aerar e
wufsveursert G minGearin e Sy
as testified by his wife Nancy in
her letters to her son, they were
in fact written by Hoisington.

......... your father is now
enjoying comparative rast, in
vacation though he i5 en-
gaged in  preparing  the
Almanac for next vear, and
is getting an imported work
through the press. But do
you ask, why does he make
almanacs? Because first if he
or the missionaries do not,
the people will depend on
the heathen
who are also

astronomans
astrologers,
and everything from them is
part and parcel of healthe-
nism and second because
with the almanic much
Bible truth is disseminated.”

(continued next issue)

University Science
Teachers’ Association
UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA,

Sri Lanka.

The USTA condemns and
strongly protests against t!w see-
mingly ealculated and indiscrlmi-
aete aftacks on the civilion popu-
lation by members of the IPKF
in the aftermath of incidents for
which ordinary civilians caa in
no way be respoasible. These
beatings and sometimes have
followed a patlern.

Pt. Pedro Ist Inne
Chulipuram:  19th July
Jaffna: 17th & 18th
August
Karainagar: 20th August
Tnuvil: 22n1 August

Those beaten include wo-
men, university students, aad
others maintaining essential ser-
victs at the IPKF’s invitation
and on the basis of the protect-
jon promised by them. Three
arsons totally uneonncoted with
any violsnt activity were shot
dead on 18th August by the
CRPF, apparently in reprisal for
an incident that an. In one in-
cident, a bridegroom was made
to get down from his car at
Uduvil prastion and was virtu-
ally stripped his bride looked on
in agony. People have been be-
aten without warning by soldlers
making forced eatry into premi-
ses. Several of those admitted to
hospitals have suffcred hearing
impairments from blows received
on the head with heavy gadjets

The USTA expressce grave
conzern at statements made by
very high ranking IPKF officials
which are treatejning in character
and appear 1o justify the present
pattern of activity,

The USTA also expresses
grave coucern over the IPKF
Town Commandant’s statemeat
toa  University delegation
(Uthayan: 30th August) to the
effect that; -*Assaults on civili-
ans cannot be avoided when
IPKF dersonnel are suhjest to
attack,”  When inupcent Sizk
civiliaus attacked ang killed in
the wake of Mrs. [udira Gandhi's
assassination, Prime Minister
Rajiv Gadhi himself condemned
Such  indicriminate  collective
Punishment as mgdpess. What
when acts ot a simijar nature are
done by » ‘disciplined* army?

 There are perindic veports of
of army officery [};;j“g attacked
b_y mutinous troopers, 1s it a
visble basis to run gn army to
have other Lroops lqunch a gene-
ral assault op troops belonging
to the same ¢thnic minority as
the mutinous troopyr(s)] Answers

UNDELIVERD ISSUES

Please re-address
all undelivered issues
of the Morning Star to:-
The Manager,

“Morning Star”,
Vaddukoddal.

1o these questions will throw
considerable light on the IPKE'4
fole in this couutry.

~ The USTA points our that
Far from restoriae democracy and
normalty, the [PKF’s present
conduct will only lead to anar-
ohy: increasing casualties and
will render almost hopeless the
present climate of assassination
and senseless internecina
violence, with incalculable con-
sequencss for India itself.

The USTA calls upon all res-
ponsible Inliaus to make an
urgent reassessment of the role
of forces in this country. We
demand that the |PKF immediat-
ley cease its present mode of
condust and make its position
clear and eonsistent,

(Statement issucd by Jaffpa
University Science  Teachers
Assoeiation, (USTA, Jalfna on
30th August 1988 and released to
the press)

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN
COUNCIL OF SRl LANKA
PROTESTS AGAINST
INDEMNITY BILL

At the Annual Qeaeral
Meeting of the Nat'onal Christi-
an Couneil of Sri Lanka held on
Saturday 20 August 1988, the
following Resolution was unani-
mously passed:

#The Indzmnity Bill to be
taken up in Parliameat soon, ia
our view, denies the fundamental
right of pecsons to seek protect-
jon law againsl injustice.

This for us is not only a mat-
ter of politics but also a serious
moral issue where the right of
an individual to seek legal prote-
ction against injustice is baically
denied.

In view of this blatasat viola-
tion of a human right we, the
Mational Christian Council of
Sei Lanka, strongly protest aga-
inst the approval ol this Bill, and
urge that it be not proceeded
with''.

At Rest
Mrs. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam

We regret to record the
death which  occurred in
Colombo on 5-8-83 of Rataam
wife of the late Mr. 8. J. V.
Chelvanayakam, Q. C., M. P

The funeral took place at her
vesidence 16,Alfrcd House Gar-
dens, Kollupitiya on Wednesday,
the 10th of Ausust. A prayer
meeting was held at hes residence
at Barr Lane, Teliippalai to  syn-
cronise with the funeral servive
in Colomb ., The remains were
cremated at  Kaunatte bucial
Grounds.

She leaves behind besides
her sister Mrs. G. C. Canagasun-
deram of Tellippalai four sons
Manoharan, Raveendran, Vasee-
karan and Chandrakasan, and a
daughter Suscela Wilsan wife of
Dr. AJ. Wilson New Brunswick
Univercity Canada,

-3
A




e Bt

UTHAYATHARAKAI

Estd. 1841,
[Cardral B gr grib @ o arg el
Urma s igignggeig SUfard

.ﬁ.‘g"u airr @&u.]
28 e imp U S b ¢

wai 148

19-8-1988

[@s0 21

6T T LG 65T B&rLpor oF 197761 !
ap p@aper

pHad alupd 3
Qsaalps@Haid 7

DB sTLILIG. & Gse'vn.-.iis
@sern Tarp Bamafl ermaar
&5 Rew 5F wa@dn sroTrs s
apsmgu 9B Suiysgiu
dearss Gsre o2 pa,
sGmells gsiiar @parsre
Dés calaesar TEser Lra
@YD LI SN oTeN W@, alew
DBl UmIaers @) sajb, o B
B @ain afunesejn Usé
stammPuw? Bwa Eur & p
.gérﬁnu Q.i_;i&_‘uu@jéarm digna
agniE, L SravusssSTSs
Hergpn, asmeimn siubiy
wrl) wssEmGur adu wiser,
cuaresBan, BurasBgie
alis8minems yTarawras
arevimpuste QDOsEa pa.

gep wass ®cs @588
swE@ wisCam | srosa Qis
LassEn Gpsm, RpéGoamr
BIE&T S annEe Sr@)C or i gy
HABaNTLEGD LasEHESG GO
o dar aae Gsfyor?
Ra emaa sbuywss; DL
swsar QupBmr qpery) G
BTy emalr Ris Aeuie
QrLREnE; GrE & oW
Griwerin| oau@a,

H@s, uflsgs Gasrsmn
BLsE HNofld@n dien.. eren er
Rasfisr, Gumn Esaat.seE
WSHE (pearimrer & L@ o
Sie, & @t Gon garar, @aspH
& Fllurar e srrem son s B
cad @Rusdler arpbewader
P EpULE I, @ 6OL s o e
Arefiss Bosdlnur, ofs arsor

GUTLD,

B swafooey B p o p S HU
CUBOO, B Hug mri ast U
mfhanh @@a‘rmsu&s‘u, QD)6 & T &
& FIEAT@=, Gerf@éaliup
g para, SHsuFE Qaaalii
LI, HLRurp g 5 @& s,
srpﬁf@wmﬁi sy & Sor
@sila, Haemg Waoc ewiss
otk (955 ) go Garﬁ@?ufp; BB
@ Srapmpgs gemses
&ﬂj.u}, # ET L @&y afl1p s g
oT & dew L4 ewfls g @ar o e o,
Do sl Qo Ewd@ s s
Casl T n Qrren ane |

A -ﬂ@mw ,@"}l’”y—
SAsrhn palg

@;magf“&i S gy Ry
ke ArErLienfl g oo 0@

Imesre, Bagase ..quf";
@@ ararou@e wra pe o
Gupp, Bumir Reaaises
arps@mésare Hooar?
aar Hupemp Har Qo sasri?
@is eanssfo Crrissmgu
Geaan HPuingusm o
vy Sl HNABSIT. BB
i Poae, #rgars gpon Gerd
sangu @svanrargm, Bol @
ayfifa GeréBarp Cdanr
@, Z3Ge, Bx faPde
Berliug BovDarerers s

uipell Geor& 5r ST
@dmsw gasu Gopufud spso,

@ish Ao argpn
waapnn @FswerareraGa
Bugh Cernanslrs Gsrsp,
Ceaassraor yEwpraer, orews
mH pars brs
srewy wpparsei_n GCad
arns, Gumb Garceaarird
mreor, @uiaberevern srssr
aflar séfrmagns@a Spul@

L LILIaT &6T K eur T a6,

&I 6wr a0 6D,

emall Grarriora, durur
i @rils eas88 @y Bea
aGsl aarEoprssr, Gaasyan w
Yowasede) durirsé s dan
B 0SHE SEEEHOL L FUTN S
Bpars, gugmp Cuiu@ss
Coammu gosms o 51 F i
PeiBgprasr, Qer i Gose
BFus @00 @aier are s 8 gir
@isldy Qmissras srewDer
Curs. (waGsy: 21:12 — 13
@ arawers ),

RPus G gsarewusBa 97
FaBssCurm, gousSe i 5
& pauf ader iy Q&er'r@yammf@mr
B wras sy Qaed 2 o 58,
G & ST TARRNL ] Uaan & s % it
Yy ﬂﬂfﬁ@paii’&@mg_u _ﬁa:sw.q‘;
alenijin  adp s m; ST gy
98 0rudE o ol
Amespm; Faad e Han 35
saTan i (FHOIUNGE e o7 8

@i (g8@2y 21212 13),

5 & (O & (& uﬂmmmrm;,ﬁg
D EENSF & b U oer p arEar
ﬁ@.;;;,uui!, BGEeh m#,&;r’@@@
anr, @W.ﬁﬁﬂ«@lﬂ'f-_ra@m ¥ &
@evms &0 %o £ nexy i, Rin
@il FEe @i @ur g3 weir
Amwan, DUpap@u oy
aucllu) p & 5B ¥,

(marr@ds}

O & s ) &
o gdlh @® S11Gapn

@ aew @8 8w Bmisou,
Wrgh, hen pa T el g & F
Geits Moreflé sanus naydiier
=Fararer B, S, ugsFs Gewid
& @l 8@ (&b, oD a1y, Fa0r
yeliurid sevLiaoflsr oo (S wiear
FBargsoear @@ ara G, Gera
nel o aF 8@ £Lb, Bef dsr &7
o gyarer epr@oricser, Gsren
ey sewusafler eafues sFar
soer @ 9, wlugorr yar
sgmd@n 13-8.88 s 8,30
weefluerdle, @l @iGarl i g
B@aCardiefe, Gurruf g ae
A& 4. G FYETSTITT ] e T
sorie e gdié Bm H9CFapan
Gesr@sslurL .

@aiauror staniie ) man S5,
oo, GruUltFar Larsem 05
erer eypsfef, HA@FTezin
QupGarer & @ B marer i o
#rn sy erew., Dpubsss;
or, ofl. Qurssrsan g 8CwrF
@urorwigper FibSssru apempl
vy Bogferi, B@moweopl
urLmaer, Bmaretasr Gm, @z,
@rrgerusn, o, . wSprr
par, @mr. ofl g, Gorssorgea
#@G’ursré} arFésdioc . e,
wa @ Crumsar, Bm eren,
Berrer, B@w erov, £, gavcifl,
B & @mrims, Sged
o, g suduiur g@Cursre
gopREasiu L er,

Raarsrsimous 8srLrés
s Qupp Soddis por
S Currwur yuuaaraxr
Saifsarrey, aser f.erav, 4 3on
Trge, e, e, Gmulsser
alewr, ien, (9, Berawmera, asr,
eTen. LIEEET Sawip, aenr, 9, @,
@lu@uri H&83urrre) s &
Aoulc g, @aarsr s%iia
Badws8 eI giun, Sor
mes Fryp, Osrocser &9
ume — Sd@ . Cpur saro,
B, . gi. Csassrun, i=I0]
mﬂ B a, a,ﬁhmi, ﬁ@ ‘—‘95;’.[!_-5.
orew, G gas riFb gEBRursra
sh@rsru oo plug. vwus g
wra gou arddfmia
T ggmmon. @aren Gaurdiy,
L@, Qusrufar ﬂ@fmr's"'j
wer gorsis  Gppe s,

@ﬁﬁ@é‘ e saia & _qu_q
Razss Gupp HBL #3argzoi
aerra sapsieal § 5 .qr%m.wl‘é@gj
S mEgussier wpnsiud g,

b QeabEIb  2p005%m

wrefliuril S amesamuud s
SL &S ITOW LIS war 8GR
Q&.'.L'.r@l Bararonp O IO Sib
llgw @ @epasry Garss
W Gay P P @ogewsrer
Gurssr garsel® arpdss,
sah PELE 1y 58 taew e )
wapenseyn s g Gr g s
Hurplar, pEvi wr s Hgn
SHafid asri 1030 ta ol &
wreflldourd GCaarausia,
Surrwd e B g, B, Wik
Lmara i Sarasr &anude
w00 008,
Ramreor shbis @ o 8§ e
rrer Bursstr sy w Fa @ & ®,
LraLr eten, @mu@ssear (wrgo,

sagnfl eu-mBuF) yarsT
yap Horrel @7 g & @ e
Guorwur o e fF 3  SdHEHOT
apnB@i., wrefiouris B
sl Ll afga @poyl
& @y
e pll urasd @ or i e
i Gon w5 (@0 e a3 &5
Gurrre ar@ssluc o, Gurs
af T SmeE 58w " F
BrGerarEr Bafsarra e-@pas
wrar sl Baruis u &8O

Ure o s LI LT L g

BT 588
Len m Lt (PGS DD,
@ genGer wrafldur ena, ere,
&, 61, ¥ & & 1p b Lor el LT F
emuwn @it sipswelss
Shrardgn @sEf Smsau
Folwr BL & BT,

P IO R[N B 8

@ ramirwifler

C.C.F o 340ursjsi dgui

¢ serigw Hoar 45" F
e 5 G BHspd6 yawliureri
Bm 8@ pis Bardwsr s
sontn  Swrm wihd Boud
sy Gardoevl  Heiagni
gaevi. wrsm 1l BalB
Gar_dsin 15-0 Hs@ wer
wrplurean ghe dgu e &
@ p Bar oo L e Fo Sk &or
fsargw Spar 385" o
& e gdldugh LUs mEFU
7 B & %1 tLh urrenend . s,
ufl, Gurarsr saarf, =ewgs
@srﬁ tnaefir &‘él!@h-’ﬁl e Psiev s
ofif aagnfl, wrpdurewa sa
oril, @¥rwswl grusrigs
Foven, @i samruGein Bonm,
vl — G b a8, FsSuyoid

vap wrrwfliy @owaser erer

usy Qarser siRss Pras
aFf@Gn,  Wrp, Unsliaspss
Ao Dhews wrawar H%ws
e Fujth  Harfser Urfeendl
i, wrpdurensSar asGar
éa  gui réck SRurmd
Garlormuyin yuiaer 8855
@i, giEmipesiss 0spa
Osawefiiy Smiemu Quwsp
Qaren@or or L Baigy & Sl &
Bz ‘at_'L_ﬁﬁaﬁrriq'_b n‘?l_jmml..‘l.,lﬂ
Bleeslryh yarssr uriea
8 e,

Csppranaaian g Aswasd

Buwranrer 16: 3' 14 .al.i
wraraselia ss@u gdlorr@o
Cssprare Sm upis @sef
wred & piu@E D, Bag srd
L (Remanr SBI@ialeord saefl
I'L,l-n’:‘na"r @aw mrw B Uifew
B 5 58 WSS TFEDBELD der
s Eer powr B s sar ?

Swr, 161 13,

1 aw  gdur — @ RmF
" 1. = m_,a‘ng@r‘-,
noow = Gel. A@api
i woo— G&!.{aﬂﬂy}

¥ " f— -q',lfiﬂuul‘l".
@uwr, 16: 14

N o OO a8

& wwu gdur — o1 @& By #
T b eRewiudés ot

@Es aqp @ rwev s damiyin
wGER Y gra HAwuF S
o8 @asem . il
Gsolle) Dasmps
'@.x_'rnﬂufﬁ\&dr.

T U

A48 5 &

i
1



& $UWIHIT TS

19-8-88 3

Srrme el

G B eTeru oenGeur & ([ 89 (LT ey
e flhg Gaulsr,

ThIBST &b

CPEIT M) CUESWITGT ST FIGGT !

GoEmss sbpflsr Gy it o\ B TR P [BIT &I
Cargid uursl wiser srrerfler ) GQsrswiuc® sum
dmisar. arévds T HSHID, ‘BUuGear, wrivwl G e_ui
Crmg@wUGuiwr ?° erar gésn Osrerdlsr pari o dsiy.
sBp0 uE Ssaflsd eap BEs s, wrhd wrfd anigssre !
soLwmLly! usvasfld GursGarss @ e ua g uwk
sriw! pGHaufuis Gprss Gsrisl gy, ems!l gar @ 5s
SLEsupmp ? prusar GCFus GDDEWwsTer ? @) g sirer
TRGD Os5GL Gre.

siflp wsseflar sIaTusms Féss swrsms s
SwLés, 2 sllsdarh aumwr?— Gseamr A spE
sor euhser. uwaflidy, deolss s srv WITESL SJb
| pelpw ENTLSTET &b ). @EaTd ST airsdsZT w id 1pms
&a 9y s540sran@® sardad@ins, BT ymwiys
a%r wrHp Causwr@n; IHspGhiu awwme goarssar®d
ereirp urenfluis), ssrw drrGusrssiar suadps
@ g woaddpiusrGur g SigousTGor
wasaflsr Gaugplar Sspdavdv! Gésrsms pwldd upnd
erafssr uwi, uvwafl®, Guagubd CeausZer srer miga s
dng !

slpmr gmpss HBs5 st yssflst (ysssows
shvauiasisar ) &, SSOuBLrsST &T@msTw ausTere) !
Sjeuflsit sgb wrENDS ! @D, IEsrsmass eripGar
arssrar @ ©~HuIGEaGumn

AwuQuuyred FLBL srsmst upflod BAmpis uw
oewr® et A@ T sar. @& sTUTeTLIUE CSTRESDL S5
O LD,

Bés urps wargpemLw dflbs &rb s ererdmgras,
@asrsms po s0ps saisd podsmsyLar uvymp
uppPeri. Ao gss gwrHpGn !

sbp washt ETYLST JWpEGL BSs (aperem
ag) srn e wssdar Sowstri saradl® adis
dp sy, ger Bopsidepg wissfar iy arpeyisrs
Syerafls Cs1BEGD srhaTar Q5. POV, G55s sr5ms
wpéd wLésGaur, grrrarwrs s srlcGar yy
wrg ~ STreNri — S g emflugssiulymadong | (@6
STSMS IWESSTE) LILBISTLOT 6T ausl e PUBLD B &iSTeaT
@CusGupurafldr gjarys sro.

@ purfar uenlldsd pb psit Genywrer O R ]
&P - BHWMS, WLHEEHT, SIW g eflwgrer  mb Seyaflsr
o siaT@pl EFESEHD sreiteur i @b st pa  eTET LN &
@Bz gl sLraiule sri Ut Sy ssé sri@dng !

g wiT@L® QrusdHlw, HGdEiitw, Hurars
A8 propw @SHG PUUTS LLIGULMLW leu'a'malm'?
20U WrEs @D Lo & & sifl siT Gﬂl-ﬁ&'ﬂ'.ﬁ @re, @u@fy_)g:ﬁ"
guurfl gy dwusapm D [BTLD G‘ﬁf—G LOGUT LD L@ﬁ' S| s
Geanrr® @l g BHseyD, 9| sui s & @ TS e,
I & EHE G pp@sid s pOGEmEYCLAD BT
Qbr.ug'a.gm:r?

e adign 29Cunn Qu G
AT, oo LUSHFT SHaTid :

Bavr 1980 &'@Lb 1985 a'cgu'n

ARsIART;H Aodsmuuid
U wsgn

Qarqf.’hq L;smq;- _J},l-’a{ﬁ.‘ £ rr

Rocdul. arnsfo vper BoEsouds { Scots kirk |
Sl wr@ Beopliup sevard 8o e flurrs  euor, @onir,
e iR Qupapt, Gargpioy @Bul  ereruar Hwlsslie
o gefl vafugns, wrp, Hmeme  Qerarrr,

Lo g Eea uvefiZupmi. Bef
SPGB p g morel g BonFeemu
e eaPugyas  welyfsg
r@@ﬂﬁfv.

smT. epirdr. 19, GlErWwaTav ¢

@ar 1982-tp By (B Lo Ben
SBper@ @epiusn seorflds
Corem, vilsr o, 198T-0b gan@
B.D. wict Qupp Gaefi@uy
Bei. wep BpwsnohBer
e Suans 1987-0 ger® Gum
wrah Ferssrt, sap Qarc@
Sor @ ar il g — Fangefiurd s
B@ésavanian eadue sdms
Ber k.
amr 9, Curaar @GAugwrr:

Qar &dmsa Grn g&
RowsgBlmia subed usoll
wrpp esssr, 1987- gew@
Haol wrssBdmim opBare
w3r — Garemds & @ & Feu
sofiew emPugnsd uvedurpA
a@g@ami. HuugSle sec

® & e @ & SravLpn

Liﬂ‘ﬂf?l.f’-l?l’éﬁ
HEHTrivr Quugshl T g per B
Qa*s'\!st@?ﬁ', aewr, B gelusf
Hsw. nrgin B-tn, Y, 10-id
ﬂaﬁsaﬂéu m[_q'}?ﬁj._ﬁ U‘GBﬂJﬂh
Qtﬂiﬂﬂ G'.sgi; @,{5‘_@,“ E!:;b.{cfrmu
& ofl & wswfl domer i e e 6y
Wﬂrur, Lo @ e h, (LRS54,
Bofl Dwr &8 HEw o grew s der
U (EHAEr g o Eear
éu_nr-a'ila&mq:.h pr Fanane o TF,

RS LOW T &) avawr,

@ o oo L& i G SrTaor,  Ljeni
@rga;  Galnaiernsme Gurmpd
ursdi méBarapr, gyar Gl
Sorema @apdus s a5l
Bran G agraran ulss Bup
@F.  1980- gt 3 @ srisn
198810 B G e ens (b@genT
AR BanpiSu s oS
w58 @upm i,

Bogpsxr gy @erih o pdlia
B@isoflagn o flu s s a
sfsasi Bampars gfrafdur
sla,

sruser s 9rreaflsr.

e, 14 Qaiaved afwyTge

arn@ Syl sawUl @i
Qaevel SyfAurrgr
udsisps @0 serdEo uc
wip Gup ol rd srewu gdaid
B psaHiy e @ 5 flafl & &
Qupe, aord@ gyflurrgr sOF
BB Ll @ psrer oS ]
Bar Cugmaam’ oTem g B0
96 GupBarenri, wueFag
s gpar waBda o_en MW= &
e gt @epia saf e

@s\}a'an_ﬁir

ea@indy shEpts dAyswor
&5 Hap@mmr, aLis BO
am_@anra Har eos S
Forus e B denrure e gy a
@yl Quigenrras Beps
Seirorti, aer, awriis Qasved
Hfwsrgr @aoma Busg s
Bmsrenuudan Gur saorar,
Gmeflardl giorer wos S
Fai wew Peow shesnd ardflur
ouSSe uslurpp @eBma
Gusgas B@mssou Homed
A@OYy apoRdomss s,

GaugrHiod FhIE Shismeir

- &g augars ;-

Bouredu, @. erar, QEon s gmy

el gn:- 657
1. gercar veaal 585
CasngGorer  eranih & Bl raz
@ dewaila ws Gor 510
arpd@ par yefuSferear ERrw s
S80I LD @ ar o senin
& EE P a7 fl ev SuBRCaar
sra@anile Lo S L W
Prla_uier B Se s B F e
2, erswsars & DL S seT
QL B@w oo s a 90 e
T 6 (&7 60 T @uaian s
Curissm 1 der & Brewan ol ? e
3, pgor_ae e T
By & LITear Smenciden LITE & &7 g)ih
Sew b @ g (ipan an
=5 G o5 paisw ATE 5 ST giin
Gurissfe srefimés
ST & (& B o gdlaer 55 Reur i
o7 8 & 3o & Blwrr g
Sig seaflov (ORLY 1 ar g SGart
T 18 & a1 & Gsren doGau
o6 17 5 & amaanrlb ALy B 5@
BQurrrn Puriwrssud v
BeaBpenlar g Qiassres B @ s 5
4, @prdsmQ@arar HmamaGorr
15 3 3o & & g Pw vl 5 g0 ot o car
o &k ol @ palbuagn
@esraps Quraardiym Ben 0% Fan orenr
& on m Solsw i ps@eTaa b
welip. TLrey by FLre &I 6 e ay
sra) ar UL DT D
(@ A 0 e Qurata &lf’ mp & o
5, dmwrama o aGer
Curlssfer Cuors B &8 @ari)
# Few 748 gyt o
Gurl =g G @osrs WS e
T (R P L]
& L o e o WS sy Bard
@b &% 55 G w
oS sama @ Lo e smoEIL g Gar
@ar_mn



wont

W

4 19-8-1988
A

———

THE MORNING STAR

Vol. 146 No, 2l

Editorial
INCOMPETENT WRITING
IMPETENT WRITING
College E.nglish Instructors in the Unifed States have, we read,
made complaints l_i.ml the percentage of incompetent writers in
English among enterne freshmen. have rigen prepostecously in recent
years.
Says a Director of “Freshman-English® <students can’t Carry
through an idea in writing. They have no idea of what a parigraph
is. They are unable to string details together in a logical sequence’”,

Universitief in U. 8, have now been compelled to organise re-
medial courses N ““expository writing’' and establish ‘tutory centres’
where video tapes arec used (o help students learn T grammnar
plluctuati(m and organisation’. Oue of such remedial coucses has
the sigaificant name, “bonechead English™, denoting its down te
earth character.

Student protests agiinst what they belisved to be an unwarran-
ted intrusion into their ‘frezdom’ were not heeded. The proof of
the pudding is in the eating. Some of the anger which the students
put in writing against the authorities needed, we are told, some e lit-
ing help from instructors to be mailed to the English Department.

But the simmering issue found a champion for the student body
in The Confercnce on College Compositions and Communications,
aa Assoeiation that stood for ‘freedom’ in the use of one’s language
in communication. The Confecence eased the anguish of stodents by
passing a resolution ““upholding the right of students to their own
language™.

The reply given by the Head of the Department to the protest
was however brief but pungent:

“It is broad cnough to wipe out even the need to learn how,
to spell but that is misplaced huminism, not Education™.

_The new realities in the teaching of English at Sri Lankan Unl-
versities and Seconda,y Schools may not be as dire as some fear but
at the same time, they are not so benign as some hope.

We appreciate the surge of concern which educators in Sri Lanka
hav: shown in recent times in making “Spoken English”, a meaning
ful experience. Elocution elasses, Declamation Contests, General
English Language Teaching (G. E. L. T) courses for University
entrants and wosking people are all geared to step up skills as appre-
ciation of English comprehension speech etc. which double the need
the thrust the skills ieserve.

- But the teaching of expository writing in our schools is yet te
stir as much enthusiasm among educators. It is a skill that has to
80 side by side with *Spoken English*, if the best results are to be
achieved. Getting pupils to memorise essays on a Vvaciety of subjects
and {eproduce them a. examinations appears to be the only method
now in vogae in onr s:hools. Tne practice kills student initiative
and enterprise and makes him a robot.

In this context, it is good to note that it is expository writing,
that could solve the present executives nightmaire In S¢i Lanka of
bad spelliag rampant among would-be stenographers. “Managemen
.Stud.ics“ is very popular in Sri Lankan schools and further Educat-
ion Centres. Bul what can a shorthand typist achieve if his or her
spelling is monstrous.

‘Spelling’ cannot be mercly ‘caught but also taught. For, correct
spelling has its importance o1 omprehension and speech. Double
cousonants, as in “rohhine ¢ or “filling’® serve to change the souad
of the preceding vo wel and if one consonant isdropped as in ‘robing*
or ‘liling the proaunsiation of the word and the meuning change
immediately. No wapder then 1 exeoutive once veporte1 to have
exploded *'my new secctary is poor in spelling: that makes, her in-
ability to type, a great asset’’.

Expository writing in our schools and universities deserve more
‘_‘Iuenﬁoﬂ than is being paid to it just now. The contextual signi-
ficance and use of words is a necessary diseipline of expository writ-
ing- It could be that :here arc some students now who may be able
{0 write reasonably well but the situation, in our view, is redolent of
what Willlam Hazlitt once said.

“Itis the glory and merit of some to write

. 1y
well and of others not to wrile at all”.

Mr. J. M. SABARATNAM

o It was Lloyd George, war time
I_'jnllt Minister of England fduring the
Ficst World War) who said:-

“In a cvisis, the number of nen
and women of first elass calibre is found
tobe small. The hammocks that look
like eminences in fine weather are quic
kly submerged in a great flood, when
the highest peaks alone are visible
above the waters",

Among the **highest peaks’ that
have been visible above the *flond’

1|_1 at has engulfed Sri Lanka, in cecent years (and shows

sign of rcgcding) 15 JOHN MOOTHATHAMBY SABARATNAn:[
whose passing away in Stouxbridge, England on the 10th of August
1988, while spendivg a holiday with one of his daughters rzmgove;
from our sceine, an ebullient public leader and a dedicated church.
mail.

With his academic background of university education, and his
gruelling years in the administrative service in Sri Lanka first as
District Revenue Officer ard later as AdJditional Government Agent
Mr, Sabaratnam on his retirement was projected to the centrc'
stage of all welfare activities. He plunged, with the commitment of
a crusader, to handle, along with some of his friends, the bewilder-
img array or problems confroating th: people, 11 the aftermath of
the July 1983 holocaust,

““Tt is the first step that counts™, runs an old Freach adage.
With pioneering dedication, Mr, Sabaratnain established the Refugee
Rehabilitation Fuad, becoming its first Honorary Treasurer. The
Fund which has reachel now a new high of 82 lakhs of rupees, had,
been the principal source of providing for thousands of refugees, a
sense of security physical and psychological, amidst turmoil [and
trauma, My, Sabaratnam and his team of hclpers had to work
hard not merley to disburse the funds to meet the needs of every
affected family but also to coastantly oil the wheels of humanitari=
an relief mechanisms to see that the Fund is replenished to cope with
the unprecedsnted need.

We need hardly say that one of the welcome outgcowth of Mr,
Sabaratnam’s initiatlyes in this direction was the hzalthy impact of
{he Scheme on the relationships bstween the Christians and peoplé
of other faiths living through crisis in” our “multi-refigious commu™
nity. All rehabilitation schemes in Jaffna which are Church related
ot in which Christian leadership wes pronounced, bear a stamp OR

it. Christian identity is linked not as much with institutional stractu.

res of the Church as with mission.

A person of considerable vitality and iatriasie ability, Mr. Siba
catnam we thonght, will be with us to see the fruition of some of the
scheme . he had painst ikingly developed o1 sponsored. In fact, Time
appeared to have touched him only gently. But our ways are not
His ways. nor our thoughts, His thoughts, Mr. Sibaratnam’s life

story epitomised the vitality and quality of public life in Jaffna dur-

ing a time of Orisis
The words of Pericles, the great Athenian General and States-
man, comes toour mind at this juncture:
«The earth is a sepulchre of famous men - not men whose
bones were in & man-made sepulchre but who
had a home in the minds o men”, C.E.R.

15 million votes could make a

TION
A FREE AND FAIRS ELRCE difference at elections.

IS DIFFICULT IN OCCUPIED

TERPITORIES. sHistory tells us that where

there has beea an army 'in ouou-

Speaking at the Rotary Club pation a {ree and fair election is

of Colombo meeting at the Hotel
Galadari Mexiden on Wednesday
Professor Ralf Buultjens urged
the body politi¢ of the al:oun:ry‘w
address itself to evolving matio.
solutions to the country’s
ther than come up
with ‘party solutions to Natipnﬂ
problems’. Wwith the nationil
focus now o0 imminaet elect-
ions, he said it was an immedigtc
imperative that an effective
monitering mcchamsm} be insti-
tuted. Professor Bultjens str.cs-
sed the fact that ‘the Indian
Army in pccupation m_the North
and East which contained some

nal
problems ra

difficult®® We must have elect-
jons which ave above suspicion.
The point made here is that a
part of our e'ectoral sysiem is
out of control* he said.

Professot Bultjens also
called for a serious assessment of
our relationship with Indin and

what it is to be in future: ...
if we are to be a viable socicty”

Sri Lanka’s relationship with
India, now and in the future and
the future of democracy in S
Lanka were factors which des
mand very serious assessment,
the Professor concluded.
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