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SECURE YOUR CHILD'S FUTURE WITH ONE OF CANADA’S
MOST FLEXIBLE AND INNOVATIVE REGISTERED
EDUCATION SAVINGS PLANS

K k CHILDREN'S EDUCATION FUNDS INC.
-"i:'bh‘ © A VERY DLFFERENT GROUP OF RLSPs

MANY GOOD REASONS TO
GET STARTED WITH US

¥

——

-

Foun 65T LS ILD6TTewe
(Branch Manager)

Sale, Secure and one of the most flexible Plans

Highest Scholarships paid 11 years in a row

(et Air Miles Reward Miles with CET

Ask us about the Canada Learning Bond & Enhanced (ESG

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES ALSO AVAILABLE

FDBDH BFODBRGTO, GLEOTFENCTDHAN6ITUO
610 CUHALT) OVBTETEHEIBEIT
For more information in detail & appointment
Call Siva Kanapathypillai (Branch Manager)
Tel: 416-438-0660 Cel: 416-899-6044

Res: 905-472-1139 Fax: 416-438-8532
e-mail: s.kanapathypillai@cefi.ca
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The South Afnican Branch of the | M.T.C takes areat pleasurs in
congratulafions o the Canadian Branch for ha

languages culture. We also wish you every success

Mav G0D shower his Blessings cn Lhis momenious o

Vabzha Tharm!

Yours in Tamil Language and Culture

.

Thiru Artizgonam Kns Kistan

Fresident | M.T C (34 & Deputy Prasideat HOuarlers Canads
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FROM THE ONTARIO
MINISTER OF CITIZENSHIP
AND IMMIGRATION

Y26, 2008

107 International Convention

| extend warm greetings to everyone attending the 10"
international conference of the International Movement for Tamil
Culture.

This event is an excellent way to promote and celebrate Tamil
culture, both modern and traditional, through language, literature
and the arls.

We are so fortunate in Ontaric. Diversity is one of our strengths.
People of different backgrounds, customs and languages enrich
our province culturally, socially and economically. | know how
much the Tamil community has contributed to the quality of life we
all share.

Congratulations to the organizers of this event, and best wishes
for a memorable occasion,

Yours truly,

_— ]

y

A kel K

Michae! Chan
Minister




Desel Lee

Member of Parliament
Scarborough-Rouge River
Chair-Standing Joint
Committee for
Scrutiny of Regulations

Cttauwva
Room 633
Confederation Bldg.
Ottawa, Ontario
KIA 0Aé
Tel: 613-996-9681
Fax: 613-996-6643
Email: leed@parl.gc.ca

4800 Sheppard Ave. East
Scarborough, Ontario
MIS 4N5
Tel: 416-298-4224
Fax:416-298-6035
/Veb site: www.derekleemp.ca

Office for National
Security Accountability
ONSAC:

www.onsac.ca
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July 2008

As Member of Parliament for Scarborough-Rouge River it is my
pleasure to extend my sincere best wishes to all attending the 10"
International Movement for Tamil Culture.

The promotion of the Tamil language and its culture among people of
Tamil origin in countries around the world enables us to appreciate the
accumulated knowledge and wisdom reflected in that cultural heritage.
This sense of identity augments their confidence and sense of place
within our multicultural society. Canada’s population is enriched with
people from many different countries. The constant interchange of
ideas and renewal arising from that gives us strength to embrace a
diversity of views, and cultures. It is important for us to manage
diversily as a force for understanding and progress, both domestically
and globally.

The International Movement for Tamil Culture is to be commended for
its work in organizing this annual conference in different countries in
the world. I wish you every success for this year's conference, in
Toronto.

Derek Lee, M.P.
Scarborough — Rouge River




Hon. Jim Karygiannis
Member of Parliament
Scarborough-Agincourt

Ottawa Office
House of Commons
231West Block
Ottawa, Ontario
K14 046
Tel: 613 992 4501
Fax: 613 995 1612

Constituency Office
3850 Finch Ave. E,
Suite 206
Scarborough, Ontario
MIT 3T6
Tel: 416 321 5454
Fax: 416 321 5456

E-Mail
jim@karygiannismp.com

Website

www . karygiannismp.com
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House of Commons

July 2008

In my capacity as Member of Parliament for Scarborough-
Agincourt it is my sincere pleasure to extend my congratulations
to The International Movement for Tamil Culture for organizing
“The 10" International Convention of the International
Movement for Tamii Culture in Toronto”.

Delegates from eleven different countries will attend this two day,
bi-annual conference. All participants will enjoy seminars
conducted by learned professors, doctors and intellectuals on the
Tamil Language, Tamil Literature and Tamil Culture.

Canada is proudly a multi-cultural society and community
organizations such as yours, help to celebrate this diversity and
strengthen the fabric of our society.

Best wishes for continued success.

Sincerely,

Hon. Jim Karygiannis, P.C., M.P.
Scarborough-Agincourt
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Queen’s Park Office » Constituency Office
80 Grosvenor Street 4559 Sheppard Avenue East
11" Floor, Hepburn Block Unit B
Toronto, Ontario Scarborough, Ontario
M7A 2C4 Ontario M1S 1V3
Tel - (416) 212-5008 Tel - (416) 297-5040

Fax - (416) 325-3862 Bas Balkissoon, MPP Fax - (416) 297-6767

Scarborough-Rouge River
bbalkissoon.mpp@liberal.ola.org

21 July 2008

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM BAS BALKISSOON, MPP
SCARBOROUGH-ROUGE RIVER

It is my pleasure to convey my best wishes to you all on the occasion of the
tenth international convention of the International Movement for Tamil Culture.

I am also honoured to extend my warmest greetings to the distinguished
participants who will be presenting their research papers at this year’s
conference.

Our government celebrates the diversity that has contributed so much to the
success of our city and our province. The Tamil Canadian population is a
particularly vibrant group, rich in culture and commitment to community.

The outstanding caliber of this international conference is a testament to the
extent to which Tamils in Canada and around the world continue to embrace and
explore their culture, and to their willingness to invite the broader community to
learn about their language, literature, and heritage.

As you participate in this tenth international convention, please accept my best
wishes for a successful conference.

OP- AL

10
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HISTORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT FOR TAMIL CULTURE

This organization is well known among Tamils living in the nook and corners of the world. There
were many reasons to form this organization . One among them was the urgency of that period .
The details of Tamils living in various parts of the world for centuries, were unknown to the world, for
more than hundreds of years. During the reign of the British in the mid eighteenth century American
missionaries started spreading Christianity throughout the world .During their missionary work they
found groups of people living in various countries with the same culture and traditions. It was found
that they were connected to an Indian Dravidian culture. These informations about these people
began to trickle into India and Srilanka. The chief man who wrote about them was Father Hirash in
his travelogues.

These people were found living in South America ,East Indies , Surinam , French and British Guiana
,Mexico and Peru. They were also found in Mauritius ,Reunion , Madagascar ,Seychelles ,Fiji,
Indonesia ,Bali and Cambodia.

These people were taken by Spanish, to islands and territories under their control, from Tamil Nadu
about 250 years ago, to work in the sugar plantations. During the British period they were transported
to South Africa , Malaysia and Singapore. Similarly they were taken to Srilanka to work in the Tea
and rubber plantations in the hills in 1850. As time passed by, people living in far away places, lost
contacts with their kith and kin in their motherland and began to lose their language and religion.
Loss of First language ( Tamil)

People living in the East Indies lost contacts with their relatives in India and started speaking the
official languages of those countries namely French .Similarly the people living in Indian Ocean
islands, closer to South Africa , are speaking a mixture of African and French languages called
Creole.

People who emigrated to South Africa are speaking English .People in Malaysia and Singapore
are speaking English ,Tamil and Malay . People in Burma are speaking Burmese and Tamil and
people in Indonesia and Cambodia are speaking the languages of those countries. People in Malaysia
,Singapore and Burma had connections with Tamil Nadu and Srilanka since there were shipping
services in those days and hence they are still speaking Tamil.

Changes during the 20th century

During the mid eighteenth century the Christian missionaries were actively involved in spreading
Christianity throughout the world. These priests wrote about Tamils living in various parts of the
world, having lost their language but still clinging on their culture and traditions. Tamils who were
converted to Christianity learnt English and became scholars .Some of them became priests and were
doing missionary work.

A Tamil and English scholar Rev. S. Thaninayagam did yeoman service to spread Tamil language
and culture throughout the world. He wrote research articles and spoke in International seminars,
about these early Tamil settlers in various countries. Through his selfless service connections among
these people were established. Hence he has found a permanent place in the history of Tamils. He
was also the founder of the International Tamil Research Organization. '
Birth of International movement for Tamil Culture.

In order to unite and make connections with the Tamils in various countries , who have lost their
language and on the verge of losing their culture, an organization was much needed.

In 1974 January 4th to 10th an International Tamil Research Conference was held in Jaffna , Srilanka.
This was mooted by

Rev.Thaninayagam , Prof. S.Vithiyananthan, Professors Salini and Salai Ilanthirayan and others.
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Many scholars from various countries participated along with scholars from Srilanka at this
conference. During this conference Prof.Vithiyananthan ,Rev. Thaninayagam ,Ra.Kanagaratnam
,Salai Ilanthirayan ,N.Nadar of South Africa jointly inaugurated this cultural movement on January
8th 1974. At the inaugural meeting held at Malayan Café Jaffna , Prof. Salai Ilanthrayan was clected
as the President and Ra.Kanagaratnam as the Secretary . This is the first organization formed for world
Tamils.

Soon after the conference ,the Secretary Ra.Kanagaratnam wrote letters to prominent Tamils in
various countries informing them about the formation of an International Cultural movement and
solicited their help and support. He had lots of responses for his letters and it was encouraging. In
1976 Prof.llanthirayan was unable to continue as the President due to ill health and Mr.Veerappan,
a Malaysian Tamil scholar was elected for his position. In 1976 Secretary started a magazine called
‘Voice of World Tamils’. In 1976 and 77 two issues were published. Then he handed over the
responsibility of publishing this magazine to a young man called A.Shanmugalingam. He published
five issues spending his own money and mailed them to various countries. Wide publicity was given
in Srilankan newspapers namely Virakesari, Thinakaran and Eelanadu. This attracted the attention of
youngsters like N.Jeyasekaran ,R.Satkurunathan ,and A.Shanmugalingam of Velanai ,Jaffna. They
joined the movement and actively participated. In August,1976 a Srilankan branch was officially
inaugurated at Ra. :
Kanagaratnam’s house and S.Rajaratnam was elected President and S.Kanadasamy as the Secretary
. An Executive committee of six were also elected.

At first the committee met every last Sunday of every month at Tamils’ Labour Union Office at Stanly
Road, Jaffna. This was made possible by [.T.Sampanthan . In 1980 the office was moved to Vincent
master’s house at Station Road ,Jaffna. At that time the President was N.Jeyasekaran ,Secretary
[.Satkurunathan and Treasurer S.Jeyaratnasingam.Editor of the magazine was A.Shanmugalingam.
He was also the Asst. Secretary of the World Organisation. This organization was non political and
functioned as a cultural movement. A.Shanmugalingam through the magazine kept the the various
branches and it’s members, informed of the activities of the movement..He spent most of his time
and money to publish the magazine. In 1980 due to the untiring efforts of E.Thevagopal many new
members were enlisted .Support and encouragement was given by the President N.Veerappan. The
General Secretary was lethargic and the correspondence from the President were slow, but the
International conferences held in various countries were very helpful in achieving the aims of the
movement. :

Details of International Conferences.

1.First conference was held at Chennai in 1977

2.Second “ “ « “ Mauritius in 1980

3. Third * “ «“ Salem (India) in 1985

4. Fourth “ « “ Klang (Malaysia) 1987.

5.Fifth Conference was held at Sydney (Australia) 1991

6. Sixth “ “ “ Toronto (Canada) 1996

7. Seventh “ “ Chennai (India) 1999

8. Eighth  * “ “ Durban ( S.Africa ) 2001

9. ninth “ “ “ Pondicherry ( India) 2004 .

The world Executive Committee meetings were held during every conference on the last day to elect
the members, the President ,Secretary and the Treasurer.

&9
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Summary of International Conferences

The first conference was held at Chennai ,India. This is the first world conference of Tamils and it goes
down in history as the first of it’s kind. This conference received the blessings of the then Chief Min-
ister M.G.Ramachandran and the Leader of the Opposition Kalaignar M.Karunanithi.This was held
on a grand scale in a wedding hall .M. Veerappan presided over the conference. Mr.&Mrs.Pushparathi-
nam of Mauritius ,K.Appapillai and team from Fiji, Suba Subramaniam and S.Balasubramaniam from
Andaman, S.Ravibandian and .A.R.Marimuttu from Burma Prof.Govindasamy, Mrs.K.Sothinathan
from South Africa , A.Shanmugalingam, E.Satkurunathan,N.,Pathmanathan,S.Paramanathan,
K.Sivakkolunthu from Srilanka were some of the foreign delegates who attended the conference.
Many scholars from South India also participated. Chief Minister M.G.R. organized a grand reception
for all the delegates. Kalaignar Karunanithi organized a public meeting to honor all the participants.
Prof. Anbalagan also attended the meeting. Kalaignar spoke well of all the participants and publicly
spoke of the hardships of Srilankan Tamils . This was the first public support shown by a prominent
Tamil Leader at Chennai.

The first resolution passed unanimously at the conference was the establishment of friendship and
solidarity among world Tamils.This conference was a resounding victory and it created an awareness
in the minds of all Tamils .

Second International Conference in Mauritius -1980.

This was held at Mahatma Gandhi memorial hall at Port Louis. Conference was declared opened by
Governor General Hon. Veerasamy Rengadu. Prime Minister Sirivagar Ramkoolan and some ministers
attended the conference .President N.Veerappan chaired the conference. Ra.Kanagaratnam the Secre-
tary attended from Srilanka .Tamil Nadu’s Minister of Education Arankanayagam also participated. A
fine arts troupe was sent by the Tamil Nadu government to perform at the conference. A commemora-

tive stamp for Rs 2/- was issued by the government to mark the occasion. Pictures of Nathaswaram
and traditional oil lamps were on the stamp to represent Tamil culture. T.Kasichetty ,A.Pushparatham
and K.Ratnam from Mauritius attended the conference. This conference ,the first for the islanders,
evoked an interest to learn Tamil.

‘Voice of World Tamils’ magazine.

International Tamil Research conference was held at Madurai,India .The executive committee of
the IMTC met at Madurai after the conference. Office bearers were elected at this meeting. After
} this meeting relationship between the President and Secretary were strained. President nominated
M.Manivellayan as the Secretary and he started working officially .Because of the political turmoil
in Sri Lanka the magazine was not published between 1980 and 1984.In 1985 an issue giving the
details of the third conference at Salem was published. At this time Ra.Kanagaratnam asked Shan-
mukalingam to hand over the responsibility of publishing the magazine to him. Since this being the
official organ of the organization Shanmugalingam told him to get the permission from the President.

| He refused to give him permission. This aggravated the situation and Kanagaratnam resigned from
the organization in1981.

Third International conference at Salem (India).

| This conference was organized by the Indian Branch of the IMTC .Salem residents Solai Irusan ,
K.Ramasamy , K.Ilanthirayan , M.Balasuntharam and many youngsters worked hard with the Indian
Branch. This was held in December 1985 for three days. A.Pushparatnam from Mauritius ,N.Veerappan
,SRaman and N.V.Ponni from Malaysia ,A.Shanmugalingam , E.Satkurunathan and S.Senthurajah
from Srilanka and Ravi Pandian from Burma were the foreign delegates. Many scholars from various
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parts of Tamil Nadu also participated. This was held at the Salem Writers Union Hall .Dr.K.Sudamani
was the special guest.

Prof.K.Anpalagan and ML A Kalivarathan also participated. Participants were honored on the second
day. The executive committee met on the third day at Highlands Hotel. The following were elected :
President N.Veerappan ,Secretary

Mu.Manivellayan ,Treasurer P.K. Venkatesan .

Pon Poologasingam and A.Shanmugalingam were elected to the central committee.After the confer-
ence A.Shanmugalingam had regular correspondence with the President and with various branches.

Fourth Conference in Malaysia

This was held in 1987 at the University of Malaysia, Klang .Many leading Tamils of Malaysm ,Singa-
pore and India participated in this conference. Due to the political unrest in Srilanka no one attended
from Srilanka. A special meeting was held at Nallay Atheenam ,Jaffna .Swaminatha Thampiran de-
clared the meeting open and many Tamil scholars spoke .

Malaysian conference was declared open by Minister Datto Su.Samivelu .Many organizations ac-
tively participated and supported the conference.

Fifth conference in Australia.

This was organized jointly by the Australian and New Zealand branches at Sydney in 1991.
Dr.N.Srisenthurajah of Australia and Dr.M.Rasanathan of New Zealand were responsible for the en-
tire arrangements. Many Tamils from Malaysia attended the conference with Veerappan ,the Presi-
dent. Many from Australia and New Zealand participated. The list of participants are not available.
Sixth conference at Toronto ,Canada.

This conference was held at the Toronto convention centre on 14th,15th,& 16th of August 1996 on a
grand scale. A procession depicting various fine arts and cultural scenes of the Tamils were on floats

. People from various communities watched the parade along the route in the city. Foreign delegates
with local members were seen walking in front of the parade. This was the first of it’s kind in Toronto
and it created history. Mainstream newspapers with Tamil newspapers gave wide publicity for this
event.

Professor K.Sivathamby was the Chief Guest. Some of the Foreign delegates who partici-
pated in the conference were Dr.Janarthanan,Dr.Ramodass,Suba Ilangeeran, V.M.Sethuraman
Dr.NirmalaSuresh,MovieDirector Barathirajah, .K.S.Kalaivanan, Playback Singer Theepan Cha-
karavarthy and troupe, Dancer Jayalukshmi from India ,  Yalan Shanmukalingam from U.S.
| .K.T.Kaneshalingam from Srilanka, Alan Ananthan from France , M.Manoharan and Veerappan from
Malaysia.
Many artistes ,university students and prominent professionals and others joined in as volunteers. An
organizing committee of 24 members worked hard to make this a resounding success. The Tamils |
living in Toronto and suburbs attended the conference in large numbers. The committee comprised
of S.Chelliah , K.Sabanathan, V.Kandavanam, Pulavar Sivananthan, Nata Rajkumar, Selva Chelliah
| , V.Vigneswaran ,M.Jesuthasan, Mrs.Jesuthasan , Shanthi Veiuppllai, Sega Segarajasingam, Sinni-
ah Sivanesan, Thevarajah, ,Vel Veluppillai, Sivasothy, Mohammad Hanseer, S.Sangarappillai , DR.
Balasuntharam, Jeevan, Sounthararajan and others. Tamils of Toronto created history at the Conven-
tion Centre.
Seventh conference at Chennai
This was held at a wedding hall at Chennai on 28th,29th & 30th August 1999. There were delegates
from Burma R.Marimuthu & six others, Alan Ananthan from France ,A.Shanmugalingam from Sri-
lanka, Mr & Mrs .Chelliah from Canada .President M. Veerappan went to India with his daughter and
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made all the arrangements.S. Anthalanar,Prof KathirMuthaiyan, Thangan, M.A Nuhuman and many
others from Tamil nadu participated.

At the central committee meeting since the President resigned due to illhealth S.Chelliah was elected
President, K.T.Kaneshalingam as General Secretary & A.S.Sanmugalingam as the joint Secretary.
P.Nedumaran was the special guest at the conference and he proposed four items to unify world Tam-
ils . 1.A common flag 2. A Tamil anthem 3. International bank for Tamils. 4. A common dress. This
was unanimously accepted by the committee and decided to effect them at the eighth conference in
South Africa.

At th end of the third days proceedings Veerappan left for Pondicherry with his daughter and fell sick
and passed away the next day. His body was taken to Klang in Malaysia and was cremated after due
respect was paid by many dignitaries and scholars .

Ninth Conference at Pondicherry.

This was held at the Andrasabah Hall on 10th,11th 7 12th of July 2004. P.Santhirasekaran M.P. and
former Minister of Srilanka and Pondicherry’s Minister of Education Latchumi Narayanan were the
special guests at the conference. Many cultural events and seminars were held. Foreign delegates
were Mr.& Mrs.Chelliah ,S.Segarajasingham ,A.Raman and Dr.Figarado from Canada,Suba Karikal
valavan and S.Bojarajah from Andaman ,A.Sanmugalingam,C.V.Arumugasamy, Prof.Nacchiar Sel-
vanayagam , Mrs.Kalaivani Ramanathan from Srilanaka, Chris Christian , Ms. Anushia Mootly and
Anjali Naidu from South Africa .

S.Krishnamoorthy ,K.Saminathan ,A.Sivasu ,Dr.Thayappan , S.Thirumurugan, Y.Narayanasamy,
P.Jeyapalan , S.Pathmanapan , Mr.Malan — Vice Chancellor Pondicherry University , Mannar Man-
nan, Nagappa, Prof. Manavai Mustapha, and many others participated.

The following were elected at the central committee meeting ;
PresidentS.Chelliah,Gen.SecretaryA.Shanmugalingam , Treasurer.N.Nanthakumar ,Vice Presidents —
S.Segarajasingam & Chris Christian ,Asst.Seretary A.Sivasu . It was decided to hold the next confer-
ence in Andaman.

Conclusion.

All those who worked to carry on this movement for the last thirty four years have to be commended.
The people who initiated and carried on with dedication the lofty ideals of this movement have to be
recognized . Special mention must be made of the late President M. Veerappan for his initiative, drive
and dedication . Award in his memory may be organized by the present committee. Hope active par-
ticipation from members will be seen in future.

Sivanesan Sinniah
Toronto ,Canada.
Reference ; Voice of World Tamils — April 2007.
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BRIEF HISTORY OF IMTC - SOUTH AFRICA BRANCH

I would like to briefly discuss the establishment of the IMTC — South Africa Branch. In November 1989
I (Kris Kistan) with my colleagues Thiru Reggie Ponen, Thitu Denny Pillay and the late Moonsamy
were involved in politics. One evening we decdided that we should concentrate on the welfare of
the Tamil people. I set up a meeting with Thiru Anpan, he told us that the Internatiobnal movement
For Tamil Culture was holding a World Tainil Conference in Mauritius in January 1990. Thiru Reggie
Ponen and I sent Thiru Anban to attend the conference in Mayritius and ask if a branch of the IMTC can
be established in South Africa. Following that on the 11th of February 1990 the South African branch
of the International Movement for Tamil Culture was formed. Thiru Anban was elected as President,
Thiru M.V.Rajah as deputy, Thiru Kris Kistan as Secretary General, late D.Reddy as treasurer, Thiru
Denny Pillay as Assistant Secretary, Thiru Reggie Ponen as Public Relations Officer. In 1996 Thiru
Kris Kistan and Thirumathi Sothinathan were asked by the late Professor Veerappen to act as joint
Presidents.

The International Movement for Tamil Culture was established in 1974 in Jaffna, Sri Lanka with
only nine members. Present at this meeting were late Sothinathan and his wife Thirumathy Karnachi
Sothinathan of South Africa. The late Salai Elendhrayan was appointed as President. He served the
IMTC in this capacity until his untimely death in 1981. The head quarters moved to Malaysia under
the presidency of late Professor R.N. Veerapen. He was President until the Seventh World Tamil
Conference in India in August 1999. At the seventh World Tamil Conference Thiru Chelliah was
appointed as President. The Headquarters then moved to Canada to date. Now IMTC have branches
in following 16 countries:

Canada, South Africa, Britan, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Denmark, Switzerland, France, New
Zealand, Australia, Sri Lanka, Mauritius, Andaman Islands, India & Malaysia.

Late Professor R.N.Veerappen born in Kandy, Sri Lanka and moved to Malaysia. He was lecturer by
profession. He visited 28 countries and was solely responsible for the establishment of most IMTC
branches around the world. He was an author and wrote about thirty five books. Some of these are
World Tamils, Malaysian Tamils, Australian Tamils, Sri Lankan Tamils, Tamils of India, Seventy
Seven days in South Africa, Malay, English, The Tamil Dictionary. Professor Veerappen on his travels
met people of Tamil origin who could not speak or understand their mother tongue. They did the Tamil
rituals and prayers in the language of the country they lived in.

At the 7th World Confrence held in India in August 1998 South Africa was awarded the 8th World
Tamil conference. In 2001,14th- 16th of December the IMTC held it’s 8th World Tamil Conference
in Durban, South Africa. The highlight of the conference was the hoisting of the Tamil Flag and the
launch of Tamil Anthem for the first time in the world. Resolution at this conference was past that
the Human Rights Violation commited by the Sri Lankan Government against the Ealam Tamilsto
be addressed. On the 17th of December 2001 Thiru Kris Kistan was appointed as President of the
IMTC South African Branch. In July ( 9th — 12th) 2004 at the 9th World Tamil conference held in
Pondicherry (Puthuvai), India. Thiru S.Chelliah was re- appointed as President of the headquarters of
the IMTC. Thiru Siva Segarasasingam and Thiru Kris Kistan as Deputy Presidents of the headquarters,
Thiru A. Shunmugalingam as Secretary General, Thiru Sivusu as Assistant Secretary General,
Thiru Nandhakumar as Treasurer, Thiru Rajkumar as PRO, Dr.Victor Figurado as united Nations
Representative.

Thiru Kris Kistan was reappointed as President and Dr. Ansuyah Moodley as Secretary General of
the IMTC South African Branch. Thiru Kris Kistan also serves on the board of Directors of the IMTC
headquarters.In conclusion I (Kris Kistan) wish the organizing committee of the 10th World Tamil
conference every success, a job well done. I humbly request all Tamils to unite so that we can echo
our sentiments in regards to the Human Rights Viclation commited against the Tamils of Tamil Eelam
by the Sri Lankan Government.

Thiru Kris Kistan. ‘

President IMTC (SA), Deputy President in Headquarters Canada.
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Panchangam and its Uniformity

Drika, Surya Siddhantha, Vakyam
Pandit Mahesh Shastri

Indian sages were very good in astronomy, astrology, spirituality, medical
science and other fields. They used to closely monitor the movements of the
earth (the Sun with respect to the earth), the moon, and other planets. They
(have) set up observatories with the help of wealthy kings, and they used
various yantras (machines) to measure time. The day was measured from
sunrise to sunrise. The calendar they made was based on the daily move-
ments of the sun and moon at the time of sunrise. This knowledge has been
carefully passed down to us from generation to generation and this calendar
is commonly known as the ‘Panchangam’.

Panchangam means “pancha” (five) and “anga” (elements).

These five elements are: Vaar (Day), Tithi (Date), Nakshatra (Star), Yoga, and Karana (Half-Tithis).
This is what is known as panchangam, panchangamu, panchang, jantri and various other names. They
holy sages used this panchangam to find good and bad times during the year. A modern panchangam
also lists the daily planetary positions.

The Vaar (Day) is measured from one sunrise to the next sunrise. There are seven vaars: Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. The Tithi (we also know them as
the phases of the moon) is merely an angle between the sun and the moon to increase by 12 degrees.
Unlike the western calendar, tithi or vaar can never be exactly 24 hours in length. Tithis begin at vary-
ing times of the day and vary in duration from approximately 19 to approximately 26 hours. There
can be more than one tithi during the day. These thithis are known as Prathama, Dwitiya, Tritiya, ...
etc ..... Pournima, Amavasya. There are fifteen tithis in the bright half (Shukla pakasha) ending with §
the full moon or Pournima and fifteen tithis in the dark half (Krishna paksha) ending with Amavasya.
Their end times are shown in the panchangam. The moon completes a full rotation around the earth
in roughly 27 to 29 days, visiting every constellation around the earth. There are 27 constellations
or Nakshatras and the position of the moon gives us the daily nakshatra (star). Each 13 degrees and
20 minute division of the zodiac is called a Nakshatra. The moon’s movement is not constant, hence
giving us the varying lengths of time it spends in each nakshatra. This could be, again, from 19 to 26
hours. The Yoga is the sum of all the longitudes of the sun and the moon. This sum is divided into 27
equal parts and each part is known as one Yoga. The Karana are the half tithis. There are 11 Karanas.
Four of them are fixed and the other 7 are repeating karanas.

The panchangam calculation requires two important heavenly bodies — the sun and the moon, and will
be as accurate as how these heavenly bodies are calculated. In ancient times, there were many methods
of calculating them. The most ancient one is Surya Siddhanta, another is the Vakyam Siddhanta and
the later one is the Driga Ganita (Thirukanitha). The Vakyam is an ancient system where planetary
motions are described in simple sentences (hence the vakya). The author of Surya Siddhantha men-
tions that one should observe the sky and make necessary corrections to planetary formulae (Bija
samskar) in order to make an accurate panchangam.

This has not been done in 1500 years! The last update was done in the fifth century. Bhaskaracharya,
Maharishi Vashistha and Varahamihira have said to make the panchangam as per Drika ganita (which
means the results that can be observed using your eyes). If you calculate Venus and Saturn using
Vakyam and look in the sky to try and measure the angle between them, it’s not the same result as the
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Vakya Siddhanta gives you). Now the question is - if you were to buy curtains for your windows,
you’ll take measurements and get them accordingly. We will not buy something that is shorter or lon-
ger. The very same way, if you use an algorithm to make the panchangam where you cannot observe
the position of the moon and sun in the sky, would you even use it? The moon’s motion is very erratic
and needs lots of corrections to arrive ai accurate readings. How can you define the moon’s motion
in one simple sentence where modern astronomers make pages and pages of corrections? The Moon
requires corrections in the algorithm every 72 years. The Surya Sidddhantam has not been updated
in 1500 years and the Vakyam Siddhanta has not been updated either. The eclipse calculations in the
Vakya panchangam and others are copied from the Drika ganita calculations. This has created great
confusion in people’s mind. Which one is accurate? The Drika Ganita relies on modern calculations
using spherical trigonometry or NASA’s JPL. The inaccuracies in the Vakyam and Surya Siddhatam
calculations can have errors of up to two - four hours in thithi and nakshatra, yoga, and karana end
times, along with planetary positions.

Most people buy the Panchangam from India and use it everywhere in the world. This is a wrong prac-
tice and one could lead to people observing festivals on wrong days and at wrong times abroad. Each
festival has a different set of rules about when to observe them. Hindu festivals are generally based
on the Thithi and/or Nakshatra as per the lunar calendar (& some as per the solar calendar).

For example, Ganesh Chaturthi is Bhadrapada Shukla Chaturthi Madhyahna purvavidha vyapini.
Each thithi begins and ends at the same instant all over the world. After correcting for the time zones,
the thithi will begin/end at different local times in different parts of the world. The next thing is to
decide if the tithi is visible during the specified time. This is done by using local sunrise, local sunset
and local moonrise times. Since India has little variation in terms of sunrise/sunset, a panchangam
computed for one area of the country is generally usable throughout the country. For example - on a
given day if Chaturthi end time is 2:30 PM in India. Hence, UK will observe the chaturthi end time of
9:00 AM. This clearly indicates in the United Kingdom that the Chaturthi tithi is not prevailing dur-
ing madhyahana kala (noon time) but it does prevail in India. Hence, the UK will celebrate Ganesha
chaturthi on the previous day, as the chaturthi prevails during the noon on the previous day (chaturthi
start time is 9:30 am in the UK.) What is important is to observe the festival at the right time in your
location. If you blindly use the Indian calendar published in India, it won’t be any good to you as the
festival observance dates might change due to local sunrise, sunset, moonrise, time differences etc.
The panchang available in India only prints end times in Indian standard times. You need to convert
them to your local standard time and use local sunrise and sunset to find out when it can be observed.
Most common mistakes people do is observing pradosha and ekadashi vrata on wrong days by follow-
ing the Indian panchangam printed in India.

Ekadashi has two rules: Smartha and Vaishnava. The Smarta rule is simple — ekadashi should be vis-
ible at the time of local sunrise. The vaishnava follows ekadashi that is not contaminated by dashami
thithi. That means, ekadashi should be prevailing two hours before sunrise. Now, if you follow the
Indian panchangam abroad, and apply standard time differences, ekadashi might fall (in some cases)
a day before India. Hence, people end up fasting on dwadashi rather than on ekadashi. Likewise for
Pradosha Vratam, Trayodashi might be prevailing on the previous day in the United Kingdom when
compared to India. Now, if you use the Vakya panchangam or the Surya Siddhanta panchangam, then
their tithi end times are off by a couple of hours. Hence people could observe festivals on wrong dates.
The bottom line is to follow Drika panchangam for your lecation. Just using any panchanga published
in India for abroad isn’t a good idea!

www.mypanchang.com has Drika panchanga for more than 250+ cities all over the world.
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Walk In Dental Clinic

Dr. Iru vijayanathan

416 264 3232

3150 Eglinton Ave, East Unit 5., Scarborough ON
(1 Block west of markham, Near Optimart)
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With the Best Complemnts of:

T.Jegatheesan
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public (On.)

2620 Eglinton Ave.E, Suite 201
Scarborough, On.,
MIK 2S3

Phone: 416 266 6154
Fax: 4162664677
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Call Toll free:- 1.877.312.5123  sAHGF GrLive @ www.celltelmobility.com
CELL TEL MOBILITY WIRELESS REPAIR-CENTER

NOKIA, MOTOROLA, SONY ERICSSON, SAMSUNG, LG
HTC,BLACKBERRY,iPHONE,

Display,Antenna Replacement and all other
Repairs (Software & Hardware).

2637 Eglinfon Ave. East, 220 - 5990 16th Avenue  FY I LT Y -TEN 1 A o
‘Eglinton Ave/Midland Rd EREGEAGTIRCILOEIUR U Birchmount / Finch Ave
- 416.266.6818 905.201.4859 .~ 416.495.7776
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Importer & Retailer

Specializing in Silk Sarees Ladies wear,

Children Wear & Rick cooker gift items

preethi mixer, grinder & more...

2649 Eglinton Ave, East
Scarborough ON
Tel: 416-264 1939
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With the best complements of:

Kanagaambikai
Gold House & Pawn Brokers

We sell Singapore Jewelleries, First Quality 22k Gold,
Diamonds/ Birth Stones/ Jewellery/ Watches

We provide Jewelly repairs, Pawning Gold Items.

3160 Eglinton Ave.E, Unit # 3
Scarborough, On.
M1J 2H3.

Phone: 416 269 7198
Fax: 416 363 4601
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Kuan Thirunavukarasu Senthuran Sivalil.igﬁrr{
Dir: (416) 400 - 1053 Dir: (416) 557 SIVA(7482)

Sales Representative Sales Representative

LISTING WANTED 1t111?
AFFORDABLE LOW COMMISSION PACI(AGB.

CGOLD SILVER BASIC
- Explosive Ads on Brampton Guardlan- -

= FREE Market Evaluation
- Effective Open Houses

Now Showing...Already We Do Mortgage...
Built NEW HOMES We will handle difficult deals.

. . . -Refinancing
Immediate Closing Available _New Credit

at Very Attractive Prices! -Self Employed

m Working Together with Top Listing gVMl\X

w Agents in Your
Above <

o, Brampton Neighborhood %85&(1'

RE/MAX Champions Realty Inc., Brokerage Tel: (905) 487-6000 Not intended to solicit buyers/sellers under contract.Each
REAMBX 1098 Unit #25 Peter Robertson Blvd., Brampton ON. Fax: (905) 487-2000  office mdep‘mdeﬂﬂy owned & operated.
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80 Barbados Blvd. # 4
Scarborough, ON
416-410-6401
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Bala Singaram

Registrar of Marriage
53, Oasis Bld Scarborough, ON. M1X 1X3

Tel: 416-291-6405 Cell: 416-564-6188



Raj Perampalam

Broker

Direct : 416.716.5626
e —_— 416.897.9155
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Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage
Office : 416.221.0999

¥ Fax : 905.470.7770

Email : raj.p@rogers.com
7800 Wocdbme Ave., Penthouse, Markham, ON. L3R 2N7
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2349 Eglinton Ave.East,Scarborough ON Canada M1K 2M5
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