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Jaffoa College — Institute of

Technology
Jaffon Colless Institute of
Technology  started conducting

coutses in Carpentry and Misoory
( duration 3-—4 months) with tha
help of the ' ‘Care Internationa '
Jaffoa branch through Canada Fund
Programme,

Under this scheme, Institute
will train 45 students in Carpen-
try and 60 students in Masonry
duriog a period of one year. Pre-
sently there are 15 students in
Ciméniry and 15 students in
‘Masonry following these courses.
Arrangements are also made to
get the help of community cen,
tres, in aod around Vaddukoddai
arsa for obtaining the pames of
the students who are interested to
get training in these trades. Each
‘student in the masonry course is
given an allowance of Rs, 25/-

_per day and each student in the

Carpentry course is given &n
allowance of Rs. L5/- per day.
According to “Care loternational’
the purpose of launching this

scheme is to meet the high de-
mand for masons and carpenters
-Jn the peninsula.

The Rev. P. R, Navendranu-
goolan, Pastor of St Peter's
Church, Vavuniya, in the Jaffoa
Dioceze of the Church of South
ndia was one of the two select-
ed by the N.C.C. of Sti Lanka
this year 1o attend the Asian
Ecumenical Course. This course

 was cenducted from the 7th of

August to the 3rd of September
in Sydney, Ausiralia. The theme
of the course was ' The Mission
of God in the Context of the
Suffering and Struggling Peoples
of Asia". There were nearly 60
participants from member churches
of C.C, A, from all ever Asia,
The Rey. Anugoclan was given
the opportunity of presenting a
paper on the theme based on his
own experience from the North of
Sri Lanka.

Visit of C. C. F. Officers

Mr. Craig Copland. Pregramme
Director of the Chrisiian Child-
ren’s Fund of Canada visited Jall-
om, accompanied by his wife Sao-
dy Copland, They visited various
centres in Jaffna where some
children are being supported by
the C.C, F. These Included St.
Joho's College, Chundikuly Girls
College, Uduvil Girls College, Elia-
tamby Memorial Home, the Sal-
vation Army Home and the Day
Care centres at Varany, Kudatha-
oai and Sathiapuram  They also
visited the Christian Students Cen-
tre at the Jaffna University, They
alse had a brief visit with the
Roman Catholic Bishop of [afina,
the Rt, Revd. Dr, Deogupillal, Ouy-
side the Peninsula they visiteq
the various development and hous-
ing projects of the Jaffna Die-
cese of the C.S.I. between IKili-
pochehi and Vavunia,

Letter to the Prime Minister
of India

No. 59, St, Patrick's Road,
Jaffna, Sri Laska.
22nd August, 1988,
To:
Rt. Hon, Mr. Rajesv Gandhi,
Prime Minister of Indla,
Prime Minister's Secratariat,
New Dalhi,
India.

I_i_gnuu_rad Sir,

We, the represantatives of the
clvilian population of Jaffna Town,
are compelled to regisier our very
strong protests and appsal Lo yon
for mssistance to save the Tamil
people from the wanton Lilling and
injuricg of inpocent civilians by
and the physical and mental pains
caused to the Tamil civilians by
the actions of the Indian Peace
Keeping Force.

It is you and your country
thar voiced strong protest against
the murder and maiming of Ta-
mils in the North and East of
Sri Lapka and destruction of thelr
properties, by the all Sinhala Sri
Lanken Forces This endeared us,
the Tamils, to you and vour coun-
ity and we looked upto you as
our brothers, benefactors and sa-
viours, who will protect us.

The Tamil people received the
Indian Peace Keeplog Force with
open arms and cheered themselves
hoarse, as they falt thal an end to
their trials and woes have come.
The Tamils felt so, as it was de-
clared by your country that the I, P,
K. F, was sent here ''to protect the
Tamils, assist them to ebtain their
rights for which they were fight-
ing for mnd tg safeguard the tra.
ditional Tamil areas of the North
and East, which were being pluan-
dered under the guise

of coloni-
sation."

All Tamils aeceptcd the Pence
f&ccurd signed by the Govts, of
india and Sri Lanka, even though
the Tamils who wers directly in.
volved in the eonilict were mnoet o
signatory to the Pact, Soms Tami]
groups @ocepted the pact under
pratest.  Due to some actions or
misunderstanding, the youths who
fought for the rights of the Tamils,

L. T. T. E. militants.
= very pattery adopted by the Sri
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C. S. l. Moderator
in Colombo

| Prom Left to Right :

| Rev. T. S. Premarajah
Rev. M. Azariah (Secretars
C.S.1, Syned)

Most Rev. Victor Premsa-
gar Moderator C. 5. 1.
Rt. Rev. D. ]. Ambalava-
Dar

Mr. James Balrej ( Direc-
tor C, S. 1. Council for
Tecbnical Education).

withdrew
ihe peace Accord.
violence re-erupted in @ the North

from the aeceptance of
TI'rom then on

and East, The LP.K,F. goes ber-
sek and engage in wanton killings
and mamipg of inmocent civilians
and destroying their properties to
reek vengence for loss of life and
limbs of their collegues or for an
atiack on their campa. Addiug
insult to injury is the brandiog
of ionoceat civilian, victims as
Fhis is the

Lankan Forces ard rightly com-
demned by you and your country,

Since middle of 1987 nume.
rous iznocent civilians have lost
their lives, limbs and properties by
the actions of the 1. P, K. F. The
Massacre of Medical Specialists,
Medical Officers, Nurses, other hos-
pital stalf and patients at the
Premier Hospital in Jaffna Town
by the I. P. K. F. is still a haunt-
ing memory of the public. Some
incident or other in seme part of
the North or East by the L[ P.
K. F, claims innocent civilian hves
daily. We wish fo detail here
the recent wanton killings of civi-
ifans by the I P, K.F, withio
the Municipal limits of Jaffoa.

On Thursday 18-08-15988 in
the morping, a mobile patrol of
Indiau Special Police or Army
Unit is reported to have had a
bomb or grenade thrown at it, on
Kachcheri — Naliur rosd, near g
hindu temple about a mile from
Kachicheri, This resulted in the
killing and/or injuring some mem-
bers of the patrol, The Patrol
bad then rfushed back towards
Kacheheri with their dead and in-
jured firing mll along the way, &t
persons on -the road. At the
Kachcheri the patrol was joined
by some wvehicles and the eonvoy
had sped along Kandy Road and
Hoepital Road towards the hospital
spraying builets ail along,

One Mr, James Arumainathan,
a teacher attached te St, Patrick's
Jafina and his one time
student Mr, Antonipillei BruneChris
tv were standing on Hospital Road,
opposite the home of Mr. Arumai-
ualhan, along the parapst wall of

College,

the Seventh Day Adventist church,
talking, They bad just returned
from the funeral service of a
neighbour down temple road lane.
These two persons were mowed
‘down to death by bullets sprayed
from the speeding I.P.K.TF.
vehicles, A few yards further to-
warde hospital an old man named
Mr. Fasupathipillali was cut down
dead by the bullet irom the sams
vehicies. Still further nearer Mar-
tyn Road — Hoespital Road j junetion,

bulletes were' sprayed towards Mr.

Anton Alfred, the Assistant Com-
missioner of local Government,
Jafina. However he fell off his
bicycle through excitement hnd
bad = miraculous escaps. Still
further towards the hospital near
the Bank of Ceylon building two
civilians were badly Injured,

Adding ipsult to ipjury was
the informetion passed on to the
Press and and Mass media of
the Radio and Television of both
India and Sri Lanka, The Indi-
an News cast first  aonounced
that three civilians were shot dead

by L. T. T. E, Militants, This
was later ammended as thres
civilians were vicitims to the

clash berween the I.P. K F. and
L. T.T. E. Militants, This is the
normal pattern followed after every
killing of iobocent givilians or
the dead civilians are branded as
L. T.T. E. Militants. This is to
fool the people outside Nerth and
East and the international com-
munity., The Sri Lapkan Forces
too did the same, but the people
here now feel thatthe I.P. K, F.
are worse. The Tamils here hava
started to entertain deubts as to
the sincerity of purpose of the
L P.K.F. as crled from roof top
by India to tbe entire world.

The Tamils fought on all
democratic and nen violent Ways
to obtain their rights and save
their traditional motherland ever
since the Britishers abdicated their
rule of the Islaed, All these
methods were met with vialence
by repeated Sinhala Governments,
The Tamils were at the receiving
end of every commupal bursts in

(Continued on page 4)
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EPITORIAL
Too Many Unknowns

political crisis in Sti Lanka, now in its sixth

tlaying the : 1
T grees of confusion and queer turns of poli-

year are varying de
tical fortune.
Mr. Ronnie de Mel

An object of national focus and debate for some weeks,
'midst the simmering political issues, has been Ronald Joseph
Godfrey de Mel who presented In Patliament on November 17,
1987, [in the peak of the military offensives in the North ],
his eleventh budget, while the government band wagon trundled
along with a gaping economic hole of war expenditure \fh_:ch
from 1750 million rupees in 798/ had shqt up to 11,440 million
in 7987. IThe cost of the ‘terror-war 1n S_r: Lanka has been
estimated at 37 billion rupees during the period 1983 — 19871

A potent name during his tenure as Finance Minister, Mr.
Ronnie de Mel had thrown into stark relief the uncertain future
facing the country, with government expenditure reaching an
all time high of 70,000 million rupees a year and revenue stand-
ing at 40.000 million, a year:

Touching his budget speech in Parliament last year, with
hyperbolic rhetoric, the Minister had said;—

" Like King Canute, we cannot ask the waves to roll back-
ward. Like Chiang Kai Shek, we cannot fight wars by printing
more and more money.'

But there was little evidence that the chamber in Parlia-
ment then rang with appalause, Weighed down by the exacer-
bations of living up to their repencibilities in the country and
enmeshed in sibling rivalty (unavoidable perhaps in a crisis),
government leaders spent excruciating months (October to De-
cember 1987 ) in a bureaucratic limbo, unable to take firm de-
cisions in many matters of import.

Post —Accord Disclosures

Very few things could, however, be for ever hidden. Press
Conferences Radio broadcasts and Interviews, following impor-
tant events have been useful indicators reflecting the ever widen-
ing ripples in the political scene.

The Televised Appeal, following the Accord on 6-8-87, wit-
nessed President Jeyawardene making an important disclosure on
the Referendum relating to the Joinder, Said the President:—

““I have no doubt of the result of the referendum, I intend
to ask all, those whe are against the joinder te come forward
aod work with me in the campain sgainst it.”

Former Finance Minister Ronnie de Mel in a Press Inters
view fto the Sumday Times [a report of which appeared in the
issue of 14-8-88 under the evocative title "“SLFP will win, says
Ronnie] opened a grim window into the new political arena
where he will perform, an arena controlled by the SLFP, hav-
ing_ come to *'a proper agreement" with the J.V.P. [ The
Id]'eclfl\’e ‘proper’ was possibly an innuendo referring to a
“spurious’ agreement with the JVP which made headlines earlier.]

The Interview also referred to the former Minister's stand
on what his rivals would now consider his achilles heel — the
Indo-Lanka Accord, Said Mr. de Mel,

“The Accord was sabotaged not only by the LTTE but by
ceriain powerful sections within the government., If not, we would
hfwe complete peace in the country by September 1987, the In-
dian &rmy would have gone by December.”

i _';!flr_tl:t". does not change anything said an eminent psycho-
CDEES? ;f the jgut 1ssue today in Sri Lanka is whether the suc-
e tak: : l;zda-La_nka Accord has_ more to do with the time it
e an with the determination of the government to

A Gloomy Shadow

shad{;lwtll!lzsm;:ennwhlle. in the North of the country, a gloomy
$3 4eapeiioits ¢ Cal?t mfo the economic future, by the search
in peace in the olr tde failure of the PEACE ACCORD to usher
IPKF with the Lgfnl'E The tragic military confrontations of the
MATE" did oy aapearm:der the name “OPERATION CHECK-
to give peace a chapoe 0 project the image of a Force trying

2 in this country
_ According to news re . e 5
mil families have floq TEports in the ' Weekend ", over 500 Ta-

: from the villages of Hamarudankulant,
:‘;:‘ﬁ‘;{“?":’ii’f::;} ;\’Uéhcfkuiqm, Arumagathanpudukbulam, Panay.
for safety, Some 50“ Mundrumuryppn, to the Vavuniya town
in the operations [ '?9 troops have been deployed in Vavuniya
ed, have been unde:-;gfkmrs [, IT and I1I ] which it is report=
Pant’s visit to Spi Laa}?n" as a sequel to Defence Minister K, C
ment at a news Cou? 4 10 May this year and his announces
Cobeiine e sims s €rence on 30-5-88, that the IPKF would
ernment to conduet Vtﬁ'hegr'lg:{n@-si_tua::'m;" for the Sri Lankan goy-
gamated North and Egst f;\;;l;?;?}c:o1111C|l Election for the Amal-

More guns, less butyey

President Reagan Summed upwas the simple axiom with which

a budget which would slant more

( Letter cominued from page 1)

the country and many were made
refugees is their own land, Tke
youths of the Tamil gommunity
were compelled to take up arms
as all attempts by their elders to
get their rights failed. Many pro-
mises and pacts of settlement
were kept on the breach and ag
such the Tamils were sceptical of
promises, from whichever source
it eama from, However, they
banked fully on the promises of
your couatry of protection and
assistance to win their rights and
safeguard their territory. 1o this
background of deceits and wulter-
ances of the President and Minis-
ters of Sri Lauka and that of
the biggest opposition Sinhala
party in Sri Lanka on the issues
of merger of the North and East,
colonisation by state carried out
in Tamil areas together with the
present actions of the I, P. K. F.
have ecreated doubts and suspi-
cion in the minds of the suffer-
ing Tamils on the sincereity eof
purpose of India. Some Tamils
feel that India is acting in col-
lusion with Sri Laoka fo suppress
and subjugate the Tamils.

It is the general feeling
amongst the public in the North
and East that the rank and file
of the I. P K. F. are not aware
of the purpose for which they
are here. The I, P. K. F, behave
as conguerors and/or asoccupying
forces in enemy area. People
arrested in public on suspicion are
denied as bhaving been arrested.
Some of them are later found as
corpses. Some of these released
after long periods, nparrate har-
rowing tales of torture. Inspite of
of all these untold sufferings and
losses, & considerable percentage of
the Tamils still look upte India
as thelr Saviour and protecior.
But if the present actions anpd
attitudes of the I, P. K F. conti.

nues, [t is needless to say that
both the I.P, K.F. and your
country would soon lose the con-
fidance and trust of the Tamils
here.

Honoured Sir, we are not
protesting ageinst actions taken by
the | P.K F. againstthe miscarents
who attack I. P, K. F. but what
we vehemently protest is the kill-
ings and injuring of innocent ci-
vilian people. India claims that
it has the fourth largest and well
disciplined army in the worid and
condemned then the Sri Lankan
Forces as the worst disciplined
Forces. The actions of the 1. P,
K F, here now does not speak
well and show them to be no
better than the all Siohala Sr
Lankan Forces, if not worse,

Sir, we beg of you to make
immediate strict orders against the
wanton killings and iojuring of
innocent civilians,

We are compelled te releass
a copy of this letter to the Press
and mass media of the Radio and
Television to set the record
straight please.

Yours faithfully,

RECTOR
St, Patrick's College
Jafina,
ACTING PRESIDENT
Mothers' Front.
Jzfina,

PRESIDENT
Diocesan Council, (Roman Catholic)
Jafina Diocese,

PRESIDENT
Gurunagar Progressive United Front,
Gurunagar, Jaffna.
ACTING SECRETARY
St. Antony's Fishermen's
Exstension Service Society,
Pasayooor, ]afina,
JUSTICE OF PEACE
snd Ex Deputy Mayor of Jaffna,
GENERAL SECRETARY
Old Boys' Association of
St, Fatrick's Colllge,
Jalina,

owards purchase of miltary hardware the;n. towards i

; | growin
food, The offengwcs in Mullaitivu and Vavuniya remind us :f
what a UN official said of Cyprus after the battle between the

Greeks and ithe Turks in 1974.

"It was @ conniry economically

ma::km‘ ':far @ gencrglion and psycholegically scarred for two gene-
rations.” In many of the areas now under siege in the North,
corn would stand knee-high in the fields at this season of the

year,

Elections

It is in this political backdrop that the campaigns in the

South for the Presidential Elections [to be

held between the 4th

of December, 1988 and the 2nd of January 198

v 19 y 1989] and the bustle
for the Prov;nual Council Election in the North ( for the North-
Eastern Region as yet uncertain) are gathering momentum.

As to the future President
ment should be one similar to

of Sri Lanka, the accomplish-
that of Lester Bowles Pearson,

Canada’s l4th Prime Minister whose term (1963 —1968) was
the most fl'ilCL'lO!JS and boisterous in Conada’s history. He kept
Canada from falling apart. It was not nation building but nation

saving.

_ As to Ltu_: bustle of the Indian government over the Pro-
vincial Council Election for the amalgamated provinces of the
Nu_rth and East, Indian determination cannot be alone the over-
riding factor The legitimate aspirations of the Tamil people
recognised in the Indo~Lanks Accord have to be honoured and'
the relevant clauses of the Accord, containing remedial mea-

Bures, rmplemented.
uncertain potential.

I'he Provincial Council should not be of

“In politics, you can't hide from people” said Pandit Nehru,

liar

India's first illustrious Prime Minister. There cannot be a peeu-=
blend of pugnacity and compromise in dealing with a peo-

ple with purpose and meaning in life.
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