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New Principal

The appointment of Dr. Se
Jebanesan as the new Princis
pal of Jaffna College, we be-
lieve will be greeted with ge
neral satisfaction or rather with
general enthusiasm by t.he en-
tire Christian community of
Jaffna. In these days of acute
shortage of highly qualified
candidates for important posi-
tions Jaffna College must _be
congratulated on its securing
the services of a person of the
calibre of Dr. Jebanesan. Dr.
Jebanesan has a string of de-
grees. These were not picked
up on the way as he went
along life.’

As a person should pursue
yirtue he went after them; an_d
they are varied. At the Uni-
versity of Ceylon he read for
his B, A. and Diploma-in-Edu-
cation. He is also a B. D.
of Serampore an M. A.
( Philosophy ) of Madurai,
an M. A of Peradeniya and
a Ph.D. of Jaffna, It may be
seen that it is not merely as
many degrees but they are
varied ie his tastes are catho.
lic and cover a wide range.

Dr. Jebanesan is that rare
phenomenon in Jaffoa, of a man
who values knowledge for ifs
own sake. He is a collector of
old and rare books, who takes
all knowledge to be his pro-
vince and live in the world of
books, though he-has his feet
solidly planted on the ground®
We believe that anybody get-
ting his Ph- D, degreé must
take his dwelling for the time
being in the world that he is
dealing with This is particu-
larly true of those dealing with
historical subjects- Dr. Jebane-
san did his Ph.D an the
¢'Batticotta Seminary” and stil]
to some extent, perhaps moves
in that atmosphere His fa-
vourite characters of the pe.
ried were H. R. Hoisington
among the missionaries and
J R Arnold among the locals
and he never thinks that he
has collected all the informa.
tion that he wants.

He is a pleasant conversa-
tionalist who can back most of
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his points with apt quotations
and anecdotes. He is a favou-
rite preacher of every congre-
gation who has listened to him
While his ideas are grounded
in the Bible, they can knock
about the world and gather
points from poets and states-
men. When he preaches there
is no lack of interest on the
part of the listeners,

Many qualities are required
in school Principal; knowledge
of governmental regulations an
ability to get on with collezg‘ues
and get their co-operation,
administrative ability ( which
essentially means the ability
to write many letters) and
popularity in the environment,.
But above all a Principal should
be a person of an inspiring
personality: This is secured by
the students and teachers com-
ing to rcalize that the Princi-
pal is not dedicated to himself
but to higher things. Dr. Jeba-
nesan will be an inspiring Prin:
cipal because students and tea-
chers will come to realize that
the Principal is genuinely de-
dicated to the subject of ad-
vancing knowledge ie popula-

rizing what is kaown and get-

ting to know what is yet not
known. The staff and students
of Jaffna College are blessed in
that they have secured such a
Principal.

His wife who is also a
teacher of Jaffna College is an
L. T C L. and a daughter of
the late Mr. J. G. Rajakulendran
a former Minister of Commerce

of Ceylon and Mrs. Rajakulen.
dran-

Dr. Jebanesan is the son of
the Rev N Subramaniam and
the late Kanagam Subramani-
am of Chavakachcheri and a
brother of the Rev. Suguna-
nanthan and the Rev Mano-
pavan and a grand-nephew of
the late Rev.E.K Yesuthasan
l}imselt a good Tamil scholar.
So _he is in good ecclesiastical
setting. May the Lord bless
his work,

old Boy
117, Coliege Lane

Vaddukoddai,

Deacons’ Ordiuations

Three of the young work-
ers of the Jaffna Diocese of
the Co5 I were ordained as
Deacons of the Church of South
India on Saturday the lith of
August 1988 by the Rt Revd,
D. ] Ambalavanr, Bishop of the
Diocese at the Cathedral Church
Vaddukoddai. The Revy. S, Pan-
charatnam is Worker in Charge
of the Araly Church who had
his theological education in the
Tamilnadu Thological Semina-
ry, Madurai from 1980 to 1985
He joined the Diocese as Assis.
tant Worker in the Colombo

Church He is now worker in
charge of the Araly Church.

_ The Rev. Earl P Solomons
joined the Tamilnady Thedlrok-
gical Seminary in 1982 and
completed his studies there and
obtained l}n_a B D. degree in
1987. He joined the ministry
of the Diocese in May 1987
a?d l;las been worker in charge
of the Alaveddy — Sandilipai
Churches. S

The Rev, P. joshua Sooria-
kurqar came to us from the
Christa Seva Ashram, Chunna-
kam and has been worker in
charne_ of the Shalomnagar —
Konavil Churches from August

1987. He is also responsible’
for much of the developmént
and rehabilitation work in that
area.
matalawa Theological College
for two years and again for
three years from 1980 fe 1983
at the Tamilnadu Theological
Seminary

We wish these young Dea_-
cons Good’s blessings and gui-
dance in their ministry.

Memorial Service —
S. K. Thiravianayagam

The service in memory of
the late Mr. S. K. Thiraviana-
yagam, Attorney-at-law of Chas
vakachcheri was held on Friday
the 26th of August at 10 a me
at the Chavakachcheri Church.
That day was the first anni-
versary of Mr. Thiravianayas
gam'’s death. The service was
conducted by the Pastor the
Rev. Sam Thampoe an the ser-
mon was preached by the Rev.
D S. Thiagarajah. The Rt, Rev-
D. J. Ambalavanar, Bishop of
the Diocese unveiled the mural
tablet in the Church in memo-
ry of the late Mr. Thiraviana-
yagam, and said the closing
“prayer and benediction, Mrs:
Ratnarajah, a drughter of the
deceased gave a fellowship lunch
at her home to all those pre-
sent.

A Memorable Day
at Mankulam

Sunday, the 17th of july
was a memorable day at Man-
kulam. The Mission Centre of
the Jaffna Diocese saw yet an-
other important development in
its brief history. The land at
Mankulam was obtained by the
Diocese in 1982, and work start-
ed there soon after. In june
1684, the Diocese established
the Dav Care Centre, which is
now housed in an attractive
building There are more than
50 children under the age of
five being cared for, every day
at the Centre. A Vocational
Training Centre was also esta-
blished at Mankulam early in
1987, There are now regular
courses in Sewing. Tailoring
and Stenography for girls,
There is also a course in me-
chanigsed carpentry, which hae
just commenced: Most of the
students will be males, although
girls also will be encouraged
to take to this vocation,

The Church at Mankulam
has been growing steadily, and
there is an average of about
150 worshippers every Sunday.
The important event on Syp-
day, the 17th of July was the
dedication of the newly com-
pleted parsonage. There was
a very large gathering of mem-
bers, friends and well-wishers.
The Rt. Rev. D. J, Ambalavas
nar, Bishop of the Diocese at
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IN CHERISHED MEMORY
oF OUR BELOVED
BROTHER AND UNCLE

Ragunathan Christy Thavarajah -

27-08-1922
12-09-1888

Arrival :
Departure :

“I¥'s @ month you leff us here
Tao reach n better place up there
Deatk doth hide
But not divide
Thou art with the creator
And the creator with Thee
In Christ united still are we.,’

Ever sorrowing sister, nephews
nieces, grand nephews, grand
nieces in U.5. A, Papua N.G.
and Srl Lanka.

T

IN MEMORIAM

T L\.“a:—;._: ‘-—F-—“"""?E'-"E‘J'

TREASURED MEMORY
OF

Our DEAR PARENTS

Karthigesu Edward

called home 2nd September 1973
( 15th Anniversary )

and
Alice Kanagammah

called home 30th October 1985
(3rd Anniversary )

With fond and cherished
memories,

Affectionately remembered by |
your children and grand-child-
ren — here and abroad.

"' Salvastan ™,
Chavakachcheri.

a brief service at 11 a. m de-
dicated the new parsonage,
Among the many friends who
attended was Miss Murial Hut-
chins of Karuna Nilayam, Kili-
nochchi. The Fellowship Lunch
followed the dedication in
whieh over 5¢@ people partici-
pated. The Rev. & Mrs D S
Thiagarajah our workers at
Mankulam are to be congra-
tulated on the rapid develop-
ment of this Centre. The event
that captured the hearts of all
those present that day was
the welcome by the Musical
Band by the little ones of the
Day Cara Centre,

J
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EBITORIAL

Human Rights: New Perspectives

Coming hard on the heel of youth problems which have
reached pandemic proportions in Sri Lanka, the youth Pop Per-
formance, organised by Amnesty International [ The word ' Am-
nesty " is from a Greek word meaning ‘forgetfulness’] at Lon-
don's Wembley Stadium today (2-9-88) to mark the fortieth
anniversary of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
projects an image poignant as well as edifying.

The Pop Group is expected to play to live audiences, to-
talling some one million people and to television viewers, num-
bering some one billion during its 56,000 kilometers (35,000
miles) odyssey through Europe, America and Asia,

Local artistes, we are told, will jein the main cast in Hun-
gary, France, Italy, Costa Rica, Canada, United States, Zimbabwe;
Brazil, Argentina, Japan and India. Say the organisers:—

 Music was choscn to deliver the message of human rights
becanse half of the world’s population is under the age of twen-
ty five.,”

Since the guns of World War II fell silent, West Germany
has followed a similar pattern in her quest for identity.

West Germany's local, state and national governments, we
read, subsidise culture to _the Fune of 1.1 billion dollars, a year —
the highest cultural subsidy in the world. There are 60 opera
houses (in 58 cities ), some 2000 theatres, 800 museums and 1000
art galleries. “On account a_'.-f bad waathe; ", explains a Berlin
critic, *'the German Revolution wag born in music”.

The low-decibel level of the human rights drive in Sri Lan-
ka has been a very disturbing phenomenon in recent years.
Far from our music and cu’lture bringing us the ‘message’, the
passage through Parliament in }uly 1979, of the **Prevention of
Terrorism Act (Special Provisions}” and the attempted enact-
ment last month of the “Indemnity Bill” has only served to re-
mind us of our waning sense of cultural heritage. Those words
of Paul Lehmann, a modern Theological Ethicist — ' Justice is
the foundmiion and criterion o?‘ law: law is n_ut t}fe Ffoundation
and criterion of jusiice * —rings at tgnpr pltch_l’n a country
which is proud of its 2000-year old religious tradition.

Sri Lanka has a Tamil population yvhich _is a_rticulate a.n_d
aware. Fundamental to them is E@ucat:on which is woven in-
extricably with their fundamental rights. No other ethnic group
in Sri Lanka (proportionate fo their numbers) has perha_ps,
gent so many of their sons and daughters to College (by which
we mean University ) as the Tamils,

i f the Northern part of the country, particularly
the ?E;fi?ngi;rict. which has the largest concentration of Ta-
mils in the North, the buoyant days are now gone by, when
almost every month saw an "' Aranketam’ { the inaugural qu-
lic performance of a trainee in Bharathanatyam ] at Veprasm-
gham Hall, Jaffna, and almost every week saw a Car_natl.c Muy:
sic Recital at Trimmer Hall or the Open Air Auditorium of
the Jaffna Municipality.

It became even the morm for Sinhalese political leaders
coming up North to have carnatic music or_Bhlratl}a Naty'atﬁ
recitals of Indian artistes precede their public meetings whic
they generally addressed from the O.Den_ Air Stage at the Jaff-
na esplanade. ‘ There can be no mischief sure” as Cervantes
gaid * where there is music”.

A palpable apxiety now hovers over the Tamil areas of tl:ie
Neorth and East over which the IPKF are now put in command.
An obsession with *' defense * which marked the military regime
of the Sri Lankan security forces before the ACCORD ha_s nov\;
been supplanted after the ACCORD, by the pre-occupation 0
the IPKF with the “ground situation " in the North a“d.E"‘.";
which would be conducive for the _North-Eastcrn P‘mvu;]glzi]
Council Election —a crucial event in S,“ Lankan annals in whic
even the government members in Sri Lanka do not seem to

have an open mind.

The under-19, it is said, constitute half the teemiqg mlllmn§
of India and the under-15, half the increasing population of Sri
Lanka. In this demographic context, the appr_gach to _the prob-
lem of PEACE in Sri Lanka shoul_ci be on lines _whlcl? wquld
take the heat off the present conflict rather than intensify it.

Endless webs of interconnections we know, provide a c_:lis-
turbing focal point of instability in the contemporary political
scene But unresolved situations can always provide the breed-
ing ground for trouble and disaster.

There is an incubus of shame which every nation has ]:e
carry on its conscience until the end of history. In Sti Lanha
it is the shame of our not discovering as yet the heart of the
crisis in the land, and not changing our approach:
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Crucified Hope — Beyond
Liberation

The Rev .A. Jeyakumaran
who was away for a year of
Post Graduate studies at And-
over Newton Theological Semi-
nary in Boston, returned to
Jaffna early in September, after
completing his S, T M at the
Seminary. He also tollowed a
six weeks summer course on
Communication, conducted by
the Notredame University in
Indiana,

The Rev Jevakumaran wrote
his dissertation on the subject
* Crucified Hope — Beyond Libe-
ration". This thesis which was
based on the experience of the
Tamil People's struggle for
freedom in Sri Lanka has been
highly commended by the Se-
minary and recommended for
publication. ~We congratulate
the Rev. Jeyakumaran on his
achievement.

Obituary
Mrs. Pathmini Sugunananthan

The death occurred under
tragic circumstances of Mrs
Grace Patlnnini Sugungnanthan,
wife of the Rev § N Suguna-
nanthan, in Peterhead Australia.
Mrs Sugunananthan was driv-
ing her car which collided with
another on Friday the the 9th
September at 730 p m  She
succumbed to her injuries after
one hour- Rev Sugunananthan’s
daughter Rhoda who was also

in the car escaped without in-
Juries The funeral took place
in the Uniting Church Taperoo
on Tuesday the 13th September.

She leaves behind besides
husband ev. Sugunananthan
Peter and john (sons). Rhoda
( daughter ) and Alex Thambi-
tajah and George Thambirajah
{ brothara).

Rev. S, N. Sugunananthan
9, Waoolilrige Street
Peterheard
5. A, 5016 — Australia,
£

L &

Mr. R. C. Thavarajah

. Mr. R, C. Thavarajah Re-
tired Senior Superintendent of
olice passed away on Monday
the 12th September The fune-
ral took place at his residence
at 51, Point Pedro Road. Jaffna
on Wednesday the 14th Sep-
tember. He leaves behind his
wife Kamalathevi who is a

teacher at Vembadi Girls Hi
et mbadi Girls High

" ] "

Rev. Sam Tampoe

Rev. Sam Tampoe passed
away on Monday the 12th Sep-
tember after a brief illness The
funeral takes place at Chava-
kachcheri on Monday the 19th
Sep[:cmber at9 a.m He levaes
behind besides his wife Lydia
Rasamany, Joyce Suhanthy
(daughter) Noel Suresh (Mad-
ras Christian College) and Daniel
Rohan (Maldives) sons, The
remains will be taken for inter-
ment at Chavakachcheri Ceme-
tery.

(An appreciation of the life
and ministry of Rev 8. Tampoe
will appearin our next issue )

Meditation

" Thy life for Me wilt thou
lay down? Amen Amen [ say
to thee the cock shall by no
means crow till thou hast de-
nied Me thrice.”

We can imagine a little
of the shock which those
words gave to the hearers.
To Peter himself it was such
that through all the following
scene though others spoke he
the readiest of all to speak was
silent His next appearance 1s
at ( John } Chap. XVIIIL: 10 where
he draws his sword and begins
to fight for his Master, and
would undoubtedly have then
laid down his lite. if the Lord
had not stopped the fighting.
But great as was the shock to
him, it was little less for his
companions and its to all of
them that the following words
are addressed :

Let mnof your
troubled; believe in
balieve in Me.

‘They were going to fail and
to fail badly. Peter would deny
Him_ and of all it is written
that they forsook Him and fled
(St Mark XIV 50). The failure
must not become a cause of
despair or dismay; rather let
it teach its lesson When we
fail in our discipleship it is
always for one of two reasons;
either we are not tryinz.to I?e

, or else we are trying in
L?ralown strength and find that

hearts be
God and

it is not enough. The former
is known to be sinful but occa®
sions no bewilderment. If we
do not try, our lack of suc-
cess is explained through failure
to try may well fill us with
dismay: The root of that failure:
however, is the feebleness of
our faith as a settled directien
of mind and will. If our habi.
tual faith were stronger we
should always try to be loyal.
When we try in our own
strength and find it .insuffizi-
ent, this too is evidence of de.
fect in faith. Our faith is strong
enough to prompt us to try;
but it is not strong enough to
claim the power of God for
His service. Until our trust is
perfect, we need to supplement
our habitual realiance upon God
with special acts of trust—
probably expressed its secret
but conscious prayer—at mo-
ments of acute difficulty or
temptation
Failure then always proves
that faith is insufficient, It
should drive us back upon God,
forgetfulness of whose Grace
has caused the failure. Then
every fall into sin can become
the occasion for growth on
Grace
Lei nol  your Theagris be
troubled, trust God and trusi Me.
— Archbishop William Temple.
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