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' The Rev. James Richards (1784 —"—1822)

Mlmunn‘y of the ABCFM

L1

. Mr. Richards was a child
nf prayer, consecrated to the
seryice ot God from his earliest
infancy; and so seripus and up-
.-exuepl;mnahle was his deport-
‘ment in childhood and early
youth that many of his Chris-

had in the first years
‘ﬁﬁﬂiﬁ«hf& been sanctified by
"m ‘Holy Spirit  But it was not
he age of thirteen, as he
that he embraced the
r by a living faith- And
great was his sense of hiS
‘own unworthiness and his fear
of obtruding himself among the
friends of Christ that he de-
Jayed for many years to make
a public profession of religion.
seqn‘ent evenls have shown

dh@.ﬁﬂ;er was unknown
» his more intimate
he was making
in the divine life.
be sacred

onth to tasrmg and
' a delighiful grove,
: - from  his
father's house. bccame almost
“daily the place of his retire-
ment and witnessed there can
be no doubt, his meditations
and his fervent preyers.

When Mr. Richards first
entered on a course of study
preparatory to preaching the
Gospel, he conlemplated no ex-
tensive field of labour To be
pseful in some small destitute
parisk, like a few which he knew
in lhe vicinity of the town in
which he resided appears to
have been the extent of his
most ardent hopes.  The idea
of his preaching the Sospel to
distant Heathen. hud then pro-
bably never eantered his own
mind or the minds of his pa-
rents. But when in Williams
College. he began to converse
with Mills and others of 4
kindred spirit on the depior-
able condition of pagan natiops,
when they prayed and contem.
played the dying Command of
Christ to preacn his Gospel tq
every creature in all the world
his vision began to enlarge and
Jbefore the end of his third year
in College he had come to the
fixed purpose of spending bis
life among the healthen — 5
. purpese from which he wag
never afterwards known for
one moment to swerve, and
which was formed with only
the condition if the Lord win,

He returned to his paréents
in the ensuing vacation which
was in the fall of 1808, reveal-
ed fo them his una]terab]e de-
termination and with great ear.
nestness pleaded before them
the cause  of the heathen.

‘Han friends were ready to be-

'r that while his reli--

crate himself;: and thus the
parents and the children en-
joyed, whenever they were to-
gether till his final departure,
the enviahle pleasure of unit-
ing in @ most noble sacrifice
to the cause of that Saviour
who died for them There were
no misgivings No difficuities
or dangers discouraged or dis
heartened them In a familiar
conversation his father, now an
aged officer in the congrega-
tional Church in Plainfield, Mass
onee said to him
“James when you think of
leaving your fathers house
and all your coaneclions an
friends and your trinls and
hardships to which vou will
be exposed; do you not
sometimes feel like giving
back — does not your heart

recoil *No Sir” was the
reply —**Never -for —a mos
ment "’

From the time of this conver-
sation till he left the country
says one of his most intimate
friends, ' hiz mind appeared !o
be as constantly fixed on iis
beloved object as the needle

to its pole™.
The time of Mr Richird's
departare from this country

was delayed far beyond his ex-
peclatian by war with Great
Britain After ‘finishing his
course of study at the Theolo-
gical Semiiary in September
18:2 he hud spent nearly two
years at Poiladelphia in con-
nection with the Medical School
and llospital, when he found
that it required a strong exer-
cise of submission, to meet the
obstacles which so long debarred
him from entering on the be-
nevolent labours to which he
had for years looked forward
with ardent anticipations.

(to be continued )

Jaffna College Primary School
Sports Meet

The Annual Sports Meet of
the Primary School of Jaffna
College was held on Friday
30th Seplember in the Brown
field

Mr A. Kadiagamar the re-
tiring. Principal of Jatfna College
and Mrs. Kadirgamar were the
chief guests,

Hlt_cllcock House emerged
hampion and Brown House
Wag runner up.
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JASENA DIOCESE OF THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA

Dr. E. 5. Devasagayam,

12.00 noon —
100 p. m. —

Prineipal, St. Johns College,

Cultural Programme
Fellowship Lunch.

All are cordially invited.

Rev A, Jeyakumaran,
Secretary, }-B. L83,

SERVICE OF

INSTALLATIDN

The New Principal of Jaffna College

Dgr. S. JEBANESAN

will be duly installed at a Service to be held at
The Cathedral Church Vaddukoddai
at 3.30 p m. on Saturday the 29th October.

Friends and Old Boys are cordially invited.

Miss C. V. Selliah,
_Secrstary, I C,B D,

IN MEMORIAM

TREASURED
MEMORIES OF
OUR BELGVED
Knight Selvadurai
Kirupairajah
Born :

Jrd May 1928
Called 1o rest;
Z4th October 1987

“Lord is my

Shephered.”
Foad'y remembered b
his wife;, childreg,
mathir, hroihers siste's
and their familics:

Mgs. S5 Kirupargajam,
" Hebran 5

Churen R dad,
Chaokanai,

Chundikuli Prize Day

The Anuual Prize-giving of
Chundikali Girls College was
held on Phursday 29¢h %epbtm-
ber at 930a. m. Dr- A. R. Ga-
neshamoorthy consultant Anaes=
thetist and Dr. (Mrs. ) Jevathe-
vy Ganeshamoorthy MRCP were
chiet guests The function was
presided over by Ven, Dr. D. J.
Kanagaratham Archdeacon Jalf-
na.

Mesy Lo B

Jeyaweerasin-

gham the Principal read the
annual report.

The vote of thanks was
proposed by Mrs. A, Muruga
thas and seconded by Miss
Niranjana Sothirajah ( Head
Girl ).

The chief guest spoke about
the parents, teachers students,
schools and tutories of the
presen: Jaffnra His speech was
appreciated by all those present
at the function

Prowotion

My, B. S« Chooly ) Sinniah.
Manager, Treasury Citibank,
Sydney, Australia has been pro-
moted as Asst Vice-President
of the Citibank He will con~
tinue w0 work in Sydney

Hi: is the son of Mr &
Mrs I' R. R Sinniah of Chava
kachciieri and (he sonsin-law
of My & Mrs, Allan Seneviratpe

of Ragama,

.. ANNUAL FESTIVAL
T -" an
. t‘h & Saturday 22nd October
Happ:ly for him after thg e
fu-l])l' 5efore hir:nl they were a8 800 a.m — Holy Communion and Preshyteial (rdintieiossof
ready to give him to the heath- Th_e Rev. V. Rajkumar
en, as he had been to conse: 11.00 a. m. — Public Meeting: Guest Speaker
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4 23, 30-9-1988 & 7-10-1988

THE MORNING STAR

EDITORIAL
Growing Unease

The dark and billowing clouds of Sri Lanka's poilitical crisis
have shown no signs of clearing. For all the public paens to
PEACE in the land, there are no indications up to mnow that
the nation is any closer to peace

Anguished Remembrances

Up North, in Sri Lanka, to the 100,000 Tamils in the Nor-
thern city of Jaffna, the months of September, October and No-
vember will be months of anguished remembrances,

Thileepan, the LTTE ideologist, began his * Fast unto Death’
on 15-9-87 in close proximity to the historic Nallur Temple in
Jaffina, with an excited crush of people visiting him every day
at the site, His life ebbed away on 26-9-87, leaving the coun-
try in the grip of a volatile internal situation.

Hardly had the spotlight on him faded when, on the 30th
of September 1987, seventeen LTTE men, taken into custody
at sea by the Sri Lankan Navy, glided into the political scene

which now changed {rom the Nallur Temple grounds to the’

Palaly IPKF army camp where the 17 men were incarcerated.

The touchiest item on the agenda for the Indian High
Commissioner in Sri Lanka, J. N. Dixit, was the fate of these
17 incarcerated youth, taken into custody by the Sri Lankan
Navy, but kept at Palaly under IPKF surveillance and security:

Overweening zeal on the part of the Sri Lankan govern=
ment to liguidate Tamil “ Terrorists” got. perhaps, the better
of sound judgment. Ignoring Indian sentiments on the issue, the
decision was taken (according to news reports) to Etransport
the 17 Tamil detenues from Palaly to Colombo for investiga-
tions.

The sequel constituted. as we know. a tragic episode in the
Island's aonals. To a man, the Tamil militants were reported
to have taken cyanide pills in keeping with their code which
determined their action during time of severe stress or dire
peril. Twelve of them died in the camp
Pt Pedro electorate, a 46~-feet Memorial Pillar, in an idyllic
setting, commemorates today, the life and struggle of these
twelve Tamil youth who, by their death gave an added dimen-
sion to their cause. Ogpe of the traditional functions of monu-
ments, it is said, is ‘'to tell history what to thiok". | Some
four hundred Tamil militants are reported to have courted death
by taking cyanide in the Sri Lankan war.]

A Moral Imperative

By most assesments, the Sri Lankan ‘war' could have
taken a decisive turn towards PEACE, if a palatable offer could
have been made by the 5ri Lankan Government to these 17
youth taken into custody on 30-9-87 just one month after the
Indo-Lanka ACCORD was signed to put an end to the ethnic
war. Apart from the question of the relevance of the *amnesty’
to the terms of the ACCORD, there was a moral imperative
which the ravages of Welikade (July 1933) blatantly underlined
A measure of the essential humanity of a sociely, it has been
said, iz always reflected in the way it treats those whom it has
chosen to incarcerate

The mayhem in Jaffna which followed the Palaly Camp tra=
gedy last year reminds us today increasingly of those words of
Konrad Adepaur. the man who re-built ravaged West Germany
after the War:— " History is the sum total of ihings that could
have been avoided”

The Crucinl Election

“Its' Evening in Lanka is the evocative title chosen by a
political commentator for his comments on the contemporary
political scene in the island. With the scale of the differences
and the pitch of the anxieties (separating the LTTE and New
Delhi) reaching dizzy levels, fingers are being kept crossed as
to what the ultimate result of the Provincial Council Election
would be, for the amailgamated North-East Region.

The tens of thousands of Indian security forces geared for
the crucial Provincial Council Election without the seeds being
sown ftor a political break-through in the grey areas of a subs-
tantial devolution of power and a halt to Sinhalese settlements
[ 8000 new acres have been opened in Weli Oya and Sinhalese
refugees setiled there with a grant of Rs 25000 per family,
says the Taniil Times of August 1988] can on]y be descri])ed
as a solely military solution to an essentially political problem

Doomsdy prophecies have been with us since bibilical times
The Weekend of 11-9 B8 has a news item on the front page
(quoting the BBC) under the caption * Northern Polls will re.
sult in bloodbath ".

Whatever the official position may be, or whatever journa-
lists may say, the average civilian in the North and East will

At Valvai, in the

Al Ragt

Mr. Winglow T H

. Suhirtharatnem

We regret (o record the
df*,ath which occurred at Udu-
vil on 17-9:8% of Mr Winsiow
Thambiah Hayes Suhivtharatinan,
formerly of the Department of
Irrigation,

The Funeral Service was
held on the 0th of September,
1988 at3p m at his residence
at Dutch Road Uduvil Rev
D, C. Ratnasingham the Parish
Priest officiated, assisted by
Rev. D, R. Ampulavanar who
preached the sermon Mr C E.
Rajasingam  on behalf of the
Uduavil Church paid the tribute
The Rt Rey. D ] Ambalava-
nar, the Bishop of Diocese of-
fered the concluding prayer and
benediction.

The remains were interred
at the Uduvil Church burial
grounds

’The deceased leaves behind
besides his wife six sons and
three daughters,

* * "
Mr. G. 5. Simou Rasiah

We regret to record the
death which occured at Kopay
of Mr. George Selvarajalt Simon
Rasiah, husband of Leela and
uncle of Mr S H Setukavalar
The funeral took place on
28:9-88 at Kopay.

Rev Jeyarajah | Parish Pri-
est ) officiated, assisted by Rev.
K., P. Govindarajah and Rey V
Jeyakumar, The remains were
interred at St Mary's Burial
grounds Kopay. g

Obituary

Miss Muthumalar Jesvaratnam

Miss Muthumalar  Jeevarat-
nam former teacher Chuudikuli
Girls College, passed away on
Tuesday the 20th Setember
The funeral took place at her
residence at Uduvil on the
22nd September. She was the
daughter of the late D P Jeeva:
ratnam and Mrs. Jeevaratnam
of Uduyil,
£ “*

#* *
Mrs. Alice Satkunam Joshua

Relict of the late William
More Joshua —] P, Mrs Alice
Satkunam Joshua passed away
peacefully at her daughter's
residence at Manipay on the
93rd September 1983  Her fune-
ral took place al her ancestraj
home at Earlalai South on the
following day  The funeral ser
vice at home was conducted by
¢the Reverends D.C. Ratnasin-
gham, T Thevanesan a rela-
tive of the deceased and N
Krthiravelu assisted by Sevak
Sam Alfred of the Christa Se-
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Weddiug
Kandiah Muru Besu

The marriage of Thevarajal,
son of Mr and Mrs S Kan-
diah of Sandilipay and Sethic-
kumari, daughter of Mr and Mrs
A |- Muragesu of Pungudutiva
was solemnised at the C. 8. [0

Church Pungudutiva  on  the
Zuth of Angust, 1988

rhe Rt. Rev. D. ], Amba }
lavanar, The Bishop of the b
Diocese  officiated at  nuptial '

ceremony, assisted by Rev. T I
T Thevanesan and Reév. Barl P :
Solomomy  The Rev V. Rajku-
mar, the brother-in-law of the
b‘rlde preacihed the homily A
Fellowship Lunch followed at
the bride's residence

va Astitam  The committal rites: s
were performed by Rev D, C-
Rat_na:_ingham assisted by Rev.
T Thevanesan at the Cemetery.

Tribute was paid by Mr
V. Gunaratnam a relative of
the deceased who had known <18
her for many years. 3

The deceased leaves behind
her daughters Mrs Violet An-
andam, Mrs. Elizabeth Rajapaoo
vathy Rajaratnam and Mrs.
Eunice Gunapoosany [Tharma-
seelan, her Son Dr. W' D. Jor
shua [nternational Re '
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Lawrence 51!.&.1?"':"5 '_ ,,1;1'}_; e T

The death occured under
tragic circumstances of Mr,
Lrwrene Sheni Jeyaruban, son of
Mr Ben Lawrence and
Dulcy Lawrance, w;,,&m
the ldth September. Mr.
rence met with a fatal a
at Balangoda "Th_c ‘eased
was a grandson of the late
My ], P. Nagaliogam and Mrs. b -
Nagalingam of M&ﬂipéy 3_‘.'!1_3‘ o
funeral took place at :ms--@,ﬁrﬁ:g; A5
tral home at Manipay on Mon-
day the 19th September.
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agreemeut yet reached with

militant groups
venture out to vote?

‘ealiti g ' nim; - acerbic ¢3§¢lﬂ .‘}
go by the realities he sees amun_d_ him; — vt
the LTTE and New Delhi, casualties mounting aud
e the dominant LTTE and above
all, a fratricidal ‘war’, gathering momentum between ziwﬂ
The tantalising question now is. who will
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