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Installation of Principal

On Saturday afternoon; the
29th of October, Dr. S, Jeba:
nesan was festively invested
with the office of Pincipal of
Jaffna College in the Vaddu:
koddai Cathedral Church. A
‘procession of church officials,
Board members and academic
staff escorted Dr. Jebanesan
into the Church, where the
Right Rev. D. j. Ambalavanar
presided over the ceremony:

Board members Miss Selvi
Selliah and Mr, K. Pooranam:
pillai and outgoing Principal
Mr. A. Kadirgamar preseﬂte_d
the candidate to the Bishop of
the Jaffna Diocese of the Church
of South India, who pronounced
Dr. Jebanesan head master of
the institution. Bishop Amba-
lasanar preached _the homily,
emphasizing the need for edu-
cation for the twenty-first cen-
tury and Lhe social-service and
social-action priorities of the
Church.

The service itself was effec-
tive and lends the fairly rare

‘the high office, a well known
“scholar and leader of the Church
of South India,

————e—tufina Viregobosted a tea

immedistely tfoliowing the ser-
vice for the assemble friends of

the College- ¥

Jaffna College Prize Gifinz

Jaffna College conducted its
Prize Giving this year on Wed-
nesday the 19th Oclober. Since
the Prize Giving was not held
in 1987, it was a combined
function for the years 1987
and 1988. Professor P. Bala-
sundrampiliai, Head. Depart-
ment of Geography University
of jJaffna and Mrs. R- Bala-
sundrampillai were the chjef
guests. Professor Balasundiam-
pillai in his speech prajseq
Jatfna College for its concern
for the poor, downtrodden ang
the lost. He quoted Sypry-
mania Bharati's lines that j{ ig
far better to edcuate ope orphan
child than to build a thoysapd
pilgrim rests, He a|sg said
that jafina College shouid ye.
start its graduale coypses as it
would help the Tamil ¢opm -
nity in several wayg,

Mr. A. Kadirgamgy read the
reports for the yase 1986 and
1987. Rt Rew.Dr.§ Kulandran
thanked Mr Kadirgaya, fot the
services he rendereq for jaffna
College.

The vote of than)
i
proposed by Mas N, Nith;:?
ranjan President School @un-

cil and Was secongeq by D

“Selvanayagam have HaQ close s

Library __
Uduvil Church

The Womens' Fellowship of
the Jaffna Diocese cuiubratgd
the Christian Home Festival in
the Manipay Church on batur-
day, the 1sth of October, 1958,

A Service of Remembrance
was held at the Uduvil Church
en Sunday 30th of October,
1983 for the ten members of
the Church who lost their lives,
under tragic circumstances, dur- The day's programme began
ing the military offensives last with a praise service at 900
year in September, October and -a m. The theme was chosen

November. The ten members | Gospal  Chapter
mentioned at Litany offered | » will roll away
were :— \ sus’’y The Ser-

fy ..y Miss V. Anan-
darajan of the staif of Green
Hospital, The Bible lessons
were read by Mrs D W, Ra-
jaratnam and Mr E S Curtis
of Uduvil and Mr A.A Paul
of Manipay Special songs
were rendered by adults and
youth of both sexes from the
young church in Sathiapuram —
Uduyvil. The youthful choir of
Manipay Church ably assisted
- the singing at the service and
Church led 3, sang a special song The
Rev. A W jJebanesan of the
Methodist Church of VYannar-
pannai preached Lhe sermon on
the theme text He began with
an amusing story of a couple
who had celebrated their 75th
Wedding anniversary and their
secret of staging married so
long. Then he went on to the
story-of that first - Buster -morn-
Church Wwhen three women had gone to
while Mr. N. Rajasingam wasthe the Tomb of Jesus to anoint
eldest son of Mrs, Nagalingam His body with spices. They
who was for many years on koew the tomb was sealed but
the ataff of the Lower Schpool that did not stop the women
at Jaffna College during the from going It was only when
Bicknell era. He lived at Iny- they were on their way they
vil. asked '*who will roll away the
stone for us"”, How often we
allow ourselves Lo be held back
by fears and difficullies. How-
ever, the tomb was open to the
surprise of these three women
and they found that the stone

1. Mr. V. Sabapathy

Mr. N. Rajasingam

Mr Cameron Selvanayagam
Me. T Thancharatnam

Mrs Lily Rajah

Suresh Sivapatham

7. Priyanthi Sivapatham

8 Mahendraraj Sivapatham
9. Gnanakili Peethamparam
10, Thangammah Muthutham-

oS S S

Rev. D C Ratnasingam, the
Presbyter of the

the service, assisted by Rev
T Thevanesan who preached
the sermon.

Of those remembered, four
were members of one family,
the grandmother and three
grand children (Numbers 5 —
8. Among others Messrs T.
Thancharatnam and  Cameron

sociations with the

Two members of the Udu-
vil Church who died during
the same period {but not un.
der tragic circumstances) were;=
Jane and Hirupai Spenser of
Arc Lane, Uduvil who passed

. . ; had been rolled away, How
away at the louvil Hospital did it come about ? Oaly be-
during a period of immense hard-  cauge Jesus Christ had risen

ship for patients and for those
who had (he responsibility of
caring for them.

from the dead and was alive,
The same Risen Loid is with
us and i our midst today and
makes 1t possible for us (o
overcome difficultics and gbg-
tacles and to go forward.

The Christa Seva Ashram

The Ashram at Marutha-
namadam had its own share of
travails during the dark days
(September to December 1987)

There was a short
for refreshments,

break

when it had to look to the .
; ) p Children of Nuffield School of Kuithady
needs of nearly 2000 refugees. SR
One of those who died at As the Principal Mr, David

the Ashram during this period

introduced the items he said
Wwas Mr. A. Tharmalingam of the  that (he blind children could
Karainagar Church who was a always sing but the dumb
resident at the Ashram for children can now show how
some time. Sevak (Rev Sam they too can join in the sing-
Alfred cremated the body at ing and wuraliip and that these

the Maruthanamadam Public
crematorium. The ashes were
kept at the Ashram and hands
ed over to the daughter, when
the situation eased, for ‘burial
at the Karainagar Church burial
grounds.,

Children should be accepted in-
to the life of the family and
society, So while the blind
children sang, the dumb child-
ren joined in with signs.. They
also interpreted the Lord’s pras

yer by signs and one child

e — read a wrillen praver by sigus

Mrs ) Gowri Nithiananthan A special sonp was then

Medical Officer of the Jaffna sung by girls from Arul Aham,
University. Maruthanamadam.
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gy, -
Christian Home "Fem‘vn‘l"/ Symposium then followed :

1. Role of Women i1 Socie.
ty. “2. Women's Decade, Tt was
presided over by Dr. (Mrs.)
D ). Ambalavanar, the Presi-
dent of the Women's Fellow-
ship  She inaugurated the Ecu-
menical decade for the chur-
ches in solidarity with weomen.
The Guest Speaker, the Rev.
Sister Sophia of the Congrega-
tion of the Holy Family, Jaff-
na spoke on women's role in

( Continued on page 4

The Christmas Carol Service

of

St. John’s College ’

and
Chundikuli Girls Coilege

will take place

at
St. John the Baptist Church,
Chundikuli

oo

Wednesday the 16th November

1988
at 4 pm
All are invited.
ok T hank. you.
The Principals.

R e

9-11-88,

JAFFNA COLLEGE
Vaddukoddai
Presents
A Christmas Happen!ng
(A folk Musical)
by: JoHN F. WiLsoN
at
415 p m.
on
Sunday 20th November, 1938
in the Cathedral Church

All are cordially invited,

5. Jebanesan,
Principal.
Vaddukoddai,
9-11-88,

IN MEMORIAM

__,L_

Mrs  Pushpamany Nesiah

b 21 January 1321
ob 13 November 1987

Lovingly remembered on
the first anniversary of her
passing away

by her husband, children,

grandchildren aod other
members of the family.

20, Canon Somasundaram Av.,
Chund kuli,

L lBD
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ERITORIAL
Jaffna College

With the distressing impact on education (of the political
crisis ) heavily weighing on the minds of parents: Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai had three major events on the calendar for the last
weelk of October, 1988.

Mr. A. Rajan Kadirgamar who has been Principal of the
College since 1968, retired on the 27th of October, after cele:
brating his 60th birthday. Dvr. S. Jebanesan who has been a
Co-Vice Principal since 1986, was installed as the new Princi-
pal at an Installation Service at the Cathedral Church, Vaddu-
koddai on the 20th of Oclober. My, W, D. Kulathungam who
was Co-Vice Pricipal [agssumed duties as Vice-Principal of the
College.

The lasting memories in an educational instituition like Jaffna
College, are not of buildings but of people Staggering new
problems awaited Mr. Kadirgamar when he assumed duties as
Principal of the College, on the sad and untimely death of Mt.
8, V. Balazingam, the incumbent. The comparatively cloistered
peace of the Bunker —Selliah era was shattered giving place
gradually to a fretful era in education. Some distressing trends
were discernible even during the Bunker — Selliah era, but they
were only in a simmering stage and had not taken any con-
crete form-

But the year 1974. saw Jaffna College suddenly coming into
the vortex of the take-over issue The SLEFP coalition Govern-
ment decided to take over the Undergraduate Department of
Jaffna College, to accommodate some of the faculties of the
Jaffna University. The Jaffna College Secondary School (the
Parent stem) was given-a time frame to determine its future.

The flurey and hurry with which government officials from
the Valuation Department and from the Education Department
began taking stock of the assets of the College appeared then
to portend the beginning of the end.

But Jaffna College survived the crisis. The whole *take-
over Scheme of the*College (though accomplished in part)}
ultimately grinded to a halt, grimly and undecisively. What
was taken was given back. This is history,

Whatever reasons may be adduced to this turn of the
* wheel ', nobody could dismiss out of hand that a potent factor
in establishing the legitimacy of Jaffna College through a thicket
of events which threatened to undercut its academic dynam-
ism. was the Principal Kadirgamar himself to whom Jaffna
College and all work connected with it, were a source of emo-
tional identity,

It was Dr. D T. Niles then Chairman of the College Board
of Directors in his Prize Day Address at Jaffna College on the 8th
of March, 1969 [ the first Prize Day of Mr. A R. Kadirgamar,
as Principal of the School ] who said with an air of candour:—

*Jaffna College has decided that at a time when the Government

policy is a canoed industry, to maintain a garden where the
trees will bear fruit and the fruits will be allowed to mature on
the tree itself.”

It was an overdue point that Dr. Niles stresseds The edu-
cational world in Sri Lanka today is a whole new world and
the education of the children a whole new game. What Prin-
cipal Kadirgamar leaves behind is an educational setting that
would free the child from monotory and rigidity and a passion
to lose himself betore his homeset. It is hoped that the Col.-
lege would pick up where he left.

Dr. S. Jebanesan. the new Principal and his deputy. Mr,
W. D. Kulathungam are taking over responsibility at a time of
new irritations in the land But they can always depend for
strength on the incorporated syndrome which had led to the
survival of the institution through severe trials.

We know as ( a student at Jaffna College for most part of
the Bicknell era) a member of the staff who after a period at
the College began to entertain doubts about his Christian Faith
this led at times to a waning in his loyalty to the College.
But the pangs of his mental struggle were evident when his
turn came Lo Lake the Chapel Service Significantly his choice
of the hymn to be sung was more often than not, George
Matheson’s ' 0 Love lhgt will nof let me go',

Y The burnt-out ends of smoky doys” [ to guote T. S Eliet
whose birth centenary we celebrate this year | in Education
through which we are currently passing in our land, should
remind us in our schools as Jaffna College, that the outcome
of the ‘war' in Sri Lanka will not be determined only on *'the
assembly line” as Winston Churchil thought it would during

World War Il

THE MORNING STAR

Christian Home Festval

[la‘ﬂ“h‘!uru'.f from  page 1)

Sociely. She said that as a
Irule society tends to confine
WL.Jlll!.":I] to motherhoed and the
Ioie of a wife Even today in
some couniries women are sold
Into slavery and prostitution
they are used in the cinema

world, paid less wages, and
Ireated second to man Hence
began  Jiberation niovements

among women. But liberation
comes from within A woman
has special qualilies that set
he':_ apart  She has endless
Patience, is capable of suffer-
I0g, is prayerful, forgiving. is
flexible and is a teacher, she
beaulifies the home and is un-
§e1ﬁ31: More than these it is
In her very nature lo create
and to give birth to new life.
As a mother and as a wile
she creates, beautifies and
shapes and that is her contri-
bution to society. On the other
hand woman has to liberate
herself from her faults and
use her special qualities for
the betterment of women and
society.

Women's Decade :

The second speaker was the
Rev, G. Dev Anandarajan, who
based his talk on the bibles
He spoke about the various
liberation movements and the
struggle of the society for ad-
vancement. One ol these move-
ments is Women's Liberation,
as women now feel they are
discriminated against in society,
in the church and in theology.
Seme have even gone to the
extent of asking that no sex
be attached to God eg. that
the Lord's prayer be addressed
to *“Our Parent in Heaven'.
Why liberation? It is because
of a unigue awareness in man
or woman for self determina.
tion. Itsonly in freedom, which
is relative and not absolute,
that a human being can grow
into fullness. If one’s treedom
means slavery to someone else
then there is no freedom Je-
sus said ‘He came fo give
life and life abundant” and
this can only be obtained ‘in
freedom. Freedom is essential
for human advancement, One
has to look at the Bible to
see what God wants from us.
He then referred to St. Luke's

el Chapter 10:38-42 to
ﬁm%sitery of Martha and Ma-
ry to see Christ's mind about
2 glave and a free woman.
He said that Martha by busy-
ing herslef in the kitchen and
attending to jesus' needs was
2 slave to tradition and what
society expected of a woinan.
But Maty bioke away from
this and chose (O listen Lo
jesus and His teachings He
concluded by quoting Galatians
5:1 ' For freedom Christ has
set us free, stand fast there
fore and do not submil again
to a yoke of slavery " z_mci
challenged the women to think
on these lines during this de.

cade.
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Al Rest
Mr. E. Tharmaseslan

We regret to record the
death which ocecurred in Eng.
land on 30-9-88 of sy, V. Thare
uiasestan, eldest son of the late
Mr- A. T. Vethaparanam of
Jaltna Collegé Vaddukoddai and
of Mrs Vethaparanam.

Mr Tharmaseelan was a
teacher for over two decades
at Manipay Memorial English
School and later Principal of
Thiagarajah Memorial College
at Karainagar, He was an
active member of the Karai-
nagar Church and was Secre-
tary of the Church for many
years. He also gave a lot of
his time to students in the
village who needed his help
oufside school hours,

The Funeral Service took
place at Croydon on 4-10-88.
The Rev: 5; M. Jacob officiated
assisted by Rev S, § Karunai-
raj (of the Methodist Church
Sri Lanka, who is eurrently in
U.K.). The remains were cre-
mated at the Croydon crema-
toritm where the committal
rites were performed by Rey.
S. 5§ Karunairaj &

The deceased leaves behind
besides his wite, Thabonithy,
three sisters, Mrs. Oppilla Ka-
nagasingham, Mrs. Amirtha
Melchior, and Arul Ruwanpura
and two brothers Messrs, A.

jan,
New Bishop in Vellore
The C, S. L. Synod Board
selection of a Bishop for the
Diocese of Vellore appointed
Rev. Rajaratnam [rinity Bas~
karan as the Bishop in the
Diocese of Veilore S~
secration of the ne
took place at the C.

Rt Rev. R. Trinity
M.A,Th M,D D. ws
byterof C 5 I TuckerC

Broadway Madras at the t

ordained Presbyter in the |
ras Diocese in April 1964.
His wite Mrs, Ethel Bas-
karan served as Professor of
Zoology at  Madr St

College ull June 1988, Ihe
have two soos both students

at Madras Umve"liit-‘:f};-

A
The symposium was follow=
ed by a skit, where tne youth
of Vaddukoddai Chureh dramas
tised very well the drudgery
of work that a m 1
through from taor
and the evils of dowr
rhe morning's festivities car
to an end with a fellow
lungh at Arul Manal
Home, It was heatt war
to see Lhat (here were [NOKe
than 500 women, children
men present and thal
them had come as

of the wW. [ Committee,
ﬁartlﬁular the Secretary

Thambiappah for organising
a meaningful and inspiring

programme, ey

=

Anantharajan and A. Manoran-

S
it 2

We must thank the mb@h“% ]
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