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. Thesnarriage was solemni-
sed  between Min K. A. Selvana-
yagam, worke: in chargc .91’ the
Nunavil Church and Miss JON;C.
Benjamin - of the C'hu'.:du}_u.: ¥
Churcly at - St. Joho's (.hu;:.';‘.
Chundukuly an Moaday the 24l
of October at 9.00 a.m. by The.
P Ray, B J, Ambalavanar
alonz with  The Rev. '.Ju'seph
Survananthan, the Vicae of the
Church., The Rev. A V._Jc?u-
thasan, Pastor of the Karamagaa‘
Church preached the hmrlu!y.
The Bride’s pareats entertained

the guests at a fellowship lunch .

at their home at Chundikuly,
Cl\efgy fl'rlansfer '

il .

The Rev. V. Rajkumar who

was ordained a Presbyter at the.

iocesan . Annual . Festival on
the 2204, of October has becn
transferred from his present
Church at Atchuvely to _tPc
Chavakachcheri Church as its
Pastor from the lstof November,

O, Ll = 1 X R.'ajkumar
Rev. Sum

e . iihe Rev.
succeeds  the late
Thampoe.

Induction Service

. M¥.:Jos_eph Guanapragasam
who has been undc-zomg three
an_i'_ﬁj.'ha'ff years of training at
the :Chri._'sltfi 1 Tﬁe‘;)llogical Semi-
naty z;fnd:i'.lls'l ute for Lay people
at Chunaakam was inducied as
Wazker i1 Chasge of the Atchu-
vg[xlgl]:g_.rcl}.qg Suncay the 13th
of Novembes at che morning
Holy Commuiiion  Service.
Thg. Bisbop, the Rt. Rev. D. J.
Ambalavanar who inducted the
candidate also preached the ser-
mon en the text [s. 52:7, How
beautiful upgn the mountains are
the feet of him who brings good
tidings whe _publishes peace......
who siysto Zion ‘‘Your God
reigns’. [he Rev, V. N. Tharma-
kulasingham the Circuit Pastor
of Atehuvely also pacticipated at
the service. Atchuvely Church
which is blzssed with a stroag
Youth Fellowship is now making
plans 1o start a Day Care Centre
for ‘peor children,

South Erlalai Church Celebrates
Its . Centenary

The Christian congregation
at South Erlalai became recognis-
ed 15 one of the Churchesof the
Jaffna Council on the 1lth of
October 1988 when The Rev,
Isaac Paul was ordained there
as the Pastor of that Chureh
The present conpresation culc;
brated the centenary with a ful]
day programme on Saturday the
12th of November, 1988, At the

‘an excellent summary "of

' Bishop

tes, After a fellowship Tea the
Public Mecting followed in the
neighbousing  school, # school
which was established by the
Americin Ceylon  Mission and
now under the g-}uernmcnt.
Messages of Greetings Were
brought by the Rev. Fr A. Yoga-
~ajah on bshalf of the Rowman
Catholic Church, The Revd. Jela-

‘aesan on behalf of the Merhodist

Church and The Rev. Sam Alfred
on behalf of the Christa Sevad-
Ashram, Mr. S. Shanmugavadivel
a leading Hindu citizen brought
greetings from the Hi'n'dlu Comm
unity. Dr. Jebaaesan the new
Principal of Jaffna College gagc
the

thistory of the South Erlalai
Churzh' and ‘wished it God’s
blessings for the future. The

who presided at the
meeting brought the greetings of
the Diocese 'and congratulated
the church members on their
courage and devotion in obser-
ving this centéamary despite the
troubles and turmoils all around
us. Bishop Ambalavanar at the
Communion Service “preached on
the text, 1 Tim. 3: 15. The
household of God, which is the
church' of the living God. the
pillur atd hulwork of the truth.??

Mr. K. J. Thurairajah the
Secretary of the Church released
The Brief history of the Church
sa carefully and painstakingly
written by one of the devoted
members of the Church, Mr.
V. anamtlnam‘

Tha Church members enter-
tained all the visitors ata fello w-
ship lunch before the colourful
and rich variety edtertainment
by students of Uduvil Girls’
College and the Church youth
and children. It was judeed a
memorable day at South Erlalai.
As  the Bishop said in his sermon

quoting Temple Gairdner of
Cairo  “‘Blessed be God for
history®’. e
Dr. Valentine Jeyarajah

A service in memory of Dr-
Valentine Jeyarajah who died in
Zambia on the 28th of October,
1987 was held in his home church
in Chavakachcheri on Saturday
the 29th of October 1988 at
10.00 a. m markingthe first anni-
versary of the death, Earlier
at 9. 30 a. m. the ashes of the de-
ceased, which had been brought
from Zambia was interred with
prayer at the Chavakachcheri
Church Burial Grounds, Bishap
Ambulavanar led the services
and also preached the sermon.
Mr. A. Kadirgamar a cousin of
Dr. Jeyarajah paid g moving
tribute to Doctor Jevarajah and
his devoted services Dr. Valentine

Doctor. After a few ysars of
service at the Green Memorial
Haspital, Manipay and McLeod
Hospital, Tauvil he went
to England for his higher studies
and specialised as an anacsthe-
tist. He worked in Zambia with
his wife Betty for the last few
years and died a year ago. He
is the son of the late Mr. & Mrs.

1. Jeyarajah of Chava.
kacheheris

Dr. James Ratnam

The eminent scholar, histo-
rian, journalist, politician and
philanthropist Dr. James Ratnam
died on the 4th of November in
his 82nd year. Dr. Ratnam hails
from a Christian family in Panda-
terruppu whose ancestor Tappan
was one of the young men from
Jaffna who joined Dr. Danisl
Poor in establishing the mission
in Madurai. Dr. James Ratnam
aftar studies both at the Univer-
sity College, Colombo and the
Law College engaged in variou$
acti vities ranging from journa®
lism to politics and archaeology.
He will be best remembered in
Jaffna for the Evelyn Ratnam
Memorial Institute he set up-
near the Jaffna University to
premote research and scholarly
studies. He set up the Institute
in memory of his late wife and
gifted it to Jaffna College to be
held in trust and to fulfil the
purposes for which he founded
it.

The funeral service at hig
home in Colombo was condu-
cted by the Rt. Rev. D. I. Amba-
lavanar, the Bishop of the Jaffna
Diocese of the C.S. 1., assisted
by the Rev. T. S. Premarajah,
Pastor of the Colombo Church.
At the Chapel and the graveside
at Kanaatte the service was led by
Bishop Swithia Fernando along
with Bishop Ambalavanir, The
Rey. Celestine Fernando and
Ven. Godwin Weerasooriva. Mr.
Casie Chetty a long time friend
of Dr. Ratnam paid the tribute.

Mrs. J. M. Singanayagam

Dorothy Thevaratnam
Singanayagam the wife of the
late Rev.].M Singanayagam
died on the 10 th of November,
1988 at her home in Manipay
She was 76 years of age. Dusing
thec long ministry of her hus-
band the late Rev. J. M.
Singanaygam she was a tower
of strength in his ministry and
was considered a model of
minister’s wife ip her self-effacing
devotion and help to her services
husband in his ministry. A

Cheerful and radiant Spirit she
always evoked the spirit
in all those wtih

sume
whom she

and Society

Applications are invited for
the post of Director of the above
Institute. The Candidates should
posses basic qualifications in
Theology. Preference would bhe
given ty candidates with experi-
ence in Lhe study and research
in the fields of religion and so-
ciely .

The Director is expected to
be resident in very close proxi-
mity to the Institute, house reat
will be paid and vehicle provi-
.ded. Salary negotiable. Appli-
cations to be sent before the end
of February 1989 to.

A. Kadirgamar
Acting Director
C.I.S.R. 5.
Ashram,
Chunnakam.

WANTED

The Christian Institute for
The Study of Religion
~ and Society . .

D. T. NILES MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP

The above scholarship is
available to Protestant Christian
students offering Christian Civili-
sation as a subject for a degree
course in a Sri Lankan Univer-
sity. Applications to be sent on
or before the 30th of January
1989 to. v

A. Kadirgamar
Acting Director ,
C.L.5.R.5.
Chunnakam,

came into contact. In the last
few years of her failing health
she never failed to fulfil her
services to the church and the
community.

The funeral service took
place on the 14th of November
at 9.00 a. m. at the Manipay
Church. The service was
conducted by the Rt. Rev. D. J.
Ambalavanar assisted by the
Revds. T. Thevanesan and D. C.
Rotnasingham. The Rev. Sam
Alfred preached the sermon and
paid a tribute to the life and
witness of Mrs. Singaniyagam,
The Bishop performed the com-
mittal rites at the Manipay
cemetery assisted by the Revds.
Christo Roberts and T. Theva-
nesan, She leaves behind one
son Joe and a daughte.
Indiranee to bemoan her loss
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EDITORIAL

AN IMAGE LOST

For a long period of time in the modern era the
Tamils of Sri Lanka had earned for themselves a reputa
tion for learning industry endurance tolerence and forti_
tude. These qualities were acquired largely or primarily
on account of their involvement in the cause of Educat
ion. The greatest achievement of this community, an
achievement, the benefits of which were manifested not
only in the whole Island but also in countries abroad was
Education A system of modern Education introduced
and deve'oped in the nincteenth century mainly within the
Jaffna peniusula led to the development of a large number
of schocls some of which attain=d a standard of sxcell-
€nce.

Because of this investment of resources in the field

of Education the Jaffna Tamils were able to forge ahecad
a1 th: nost advanced community in ths Island. They
secured for themselves a fdisproportionate share in the
professions of Law, Medicine Engineering and Teaching.
Besides they also supplied professionals educationists and
others for ser. ic2 in other parts of the British = n»ire in
the East. They also acquired skills in abundance which
were harnessed for the development of the country and
the societies elsewhere whenever their services were en-
listed This achievement was attained during a period
-when the English languge was the medium of secondary
and higher Education and was the language of adminis-
tration and commerce. Such a state of affairs has be-
come a-thing of the past and may in the decades to come
a chapter of a forgotten history.

The Tamils have played avital role in the develop-
ment of the civil judicial and commercial establishments
as well as in trade unionism and the co-operative move-
ment.

It should also be noted that this was possible in an
era and in a society where consciouness of a Ceylon
nationality was shared by the elites of all communities
living in the Island. The values of a cosmopolitan
and urbane society were also assimilated in varying de-
grees by the elite groups in the conntry as a whole. While
cherishing and preserving the ideals and tradition of
their heritag:, the Tamil community had aj pronounced
tendency towards assimilating the liberal and progres_
sive values of the western democratic traditions. They
had an unshakable faith in the virtues of represen_
tative and parliamentary government. They subscribed
to the notion that sovereignity is the will of the people
It was the faith in such ideals which inspired them in
their struggle for self determination — a principle which
to them had no meaning and purpose except under a
social set up, where the rule of law prevailed and the
rights of expression and assoeiation were upheld.

Presantly the Tamils cannot imagine that they are
the most advanced community in the sphere of education,
despite the proliferation of facilities for higher learning
inspite of the establishment of the universities in the
provinces. They could no longer think of themselves as
a people remarkable for their industry and talents. A
lack of managerial and Administrative talents is notica-
ble everywhere.

A society whichis complacent and indulges in self
delusion will never make up and adjust itself to changmg
circumstances, -

A lost image cannot be regained soon and easily
without effort. Times have changed. It is of course
true that English could never re-enter our schools as the
medium of instruction. But without asound knowled -
ge of English we cannot regain lost ground 1n Education,
which is the only vehicle for enlightenment. prog.
ress. aecomplisment and excellence!

It isindespensable for reconstruction and rehabili-
tation on which we have to embark soon.

- E
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vrs at Kanagarayankulam
Afiee some relative quiet
K{'I'-l..’.il".'l}"-'!]\kl]lEHTl in the Vavu-
1_1i~;1 District  suddenly erupted
Into a sceae of violence, arson
and destruction during the first
fewdays of November, Nearly
hundred families became displa-
ced and homeless. The Jaffaa
Diocese of the C, S.1. rushed
help to these families in the form
of dry ration parcels worth over
Rs, 300/-per parcel per family.
Cash grants were given to the
widows who had lost their hus-
bands.

The Rev. S. S. Arulampalam

The Rev. S.S. Arulampalam
who was in the Jaffna Diocese a
a few years ago has been fun-
ctioning as a Minister of the
Uniting Church of Australia in
the Northern Territory. At the
recent Synod of the Northern
Territory, the Rev. Arulampalam
has been elected as the Moder-
ator for the next term. He will
continue to function as Minister
of his Parish near Darwin while
carrying out ths duties of Moder-
ator for the next term.

IN MEMORIAM

In Treasured Memory
of
OUR DEAREST DADDY
Brigadier Y. DAVID
{ The Salvation Army )

Called to Rest
22nd, December 1978

Deep in our hearts
You will always stay
while in our hearts you
D’well with love.
FONDLY REMEMBERED BY

Mrs. Y. David, Children
and Grand Children

1700, Cotta Road,
Rajgiriya,
Celombo 8.

(continued last Issue) HENRY——

Besides making almanacs he
compiled a treatise om Hindu
Astroggmy, the Oriental Astro-
nomer which cont1ins “the trans-
lation of BerBsrsSod with
extensive commentaries and criti-
cal notes. It was prescribed bythe
Calcutta University as a text
book for the M. A. course in
Mathematics, Hoisington evi
dently had written this for his
students at the Batticotta semi-
nary for he says:
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Hindu Science :

. Hoisington’s interest in Hindu-
zsm‘ I.ed him toa deep study of
Saivite religious texts, His
Engiij&h translation of the three
Princ:lpal Saiva Siddhanta texts
namely The Tatt lei
Si_vn-Gnana Botha::: u::c{( atitsail::
Pirakasam are of a remarkably
high order ‘and bear witness to
to his erudition and 'scholarship.
The industry and the hohest per-
severance of Hoisington can be
seen from the following note

““In making the first
rough translation of thess
treatises. I was much ajded
by three of the native teach-
ers of the Batticotta Semi-
nary But in completing the
traaslations and in preparing

the notesl have relied solely

on my own repeated exami-
nation of the several fexts,
and on a somewhat extensive
comparison of these texts
with other standard works
a labor in which many an
hour of hard study has been
employed®® ‘

The translation of Siig
Gnpapa-Botham was [reprinted .
in 1979 by Dharmapura Adhinam
one of the ancient centres of Sai-
vaite traditions in South-India.

Commenting oa the integrity and

scholarship of the anthor of the
translation N. Murugesa Muda-
liar the Editor says :

“A cursory reading of
the work cannot but impress
one, of the deep interest that
foreign scholars had taken
even a century ago to under-
stand, and propagate among
the world’s scholars the rare
spiritual wealth contained in
Tamil  jiterature, Which
even in these days paradoxi
cally contlnue to be a sealed
book tomany an Indian
Scholar.’’

@& Rsfe _continued naxt issue)
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