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COMMENTARY
SHARING A SIXTH PART

Vinoba Bhave has appealed to parents,
who have been blessed with five children
and land or other income, to set apart
the share of a sixth child for a parentless
one or other needy person. The Sarvo-
daya leader’s call to offer Bhoomi-dan
and Sampattu-dan has evoked wonderful
response in India. We dare say that the
ideal of sharing a sixth of what we have
with others of God’s children would have
touched many hearts in this country too.
The time must come when the Sarvodaya
ideal becomes part of our dharma.

In the present Food-cum-Exchange
crisis the call to us is more circumscribed.
It is to free ourselves from the habits of
waste that are a marked characteristic of
our people. It is a negative kind of
waste when we fail to process available
raw materials into finished articles, when
we do not turn the produce of the land
and sea around into food for the millions,

The waste takes a2 more positive form
in our kitchens and on our tables. In
many an affluent home and hostel this
thoughtless waste of cooked food as-
sumes staggering proportions. It would
be no exaggeration to say that the waste

" in a middle-class family of five is enough
to feed at leastone hungry person in the
country. Nor should we overlook the
gain in character that accrues from the
responsible use of our resources. But,
alas, what shall we say of those who ima-
gine that over-spending isa status symbol ?

Certainly, our wardrobes have always
been class symbols. With textiles on cou-
pons and luxury textiles at utility prices,
the urge to buy clothes in excess of our
needs has spread to all layers of society
in the last few months. Meanwhile, the
substitution of home-washing by ‘express’
laundry service has led to the need for
quicker replacement of our apparel.: Yet,
it would be a good summing-up to say
that half the country’s households carry
enough excess stocks to clothe the more
modestly clad half of the households.

Nearly all our towns are faced with
the problem of water supply. Where
the water is available on tap, the waste
is enormous; for every gallon of water
that is put to use, two gallons run down
the drain. A quarter of the City of
Jaffna enjoys pipe-borne water from the
limited source of a string of wells at
Kondavil ; if the fortunate few avoided
waste of the precious water, another quart-
er of the City can share the supply.

Most of the streets of the City are lit
and a great many homes get electric
supply for domestic purposes. If during
the peak hours consumers would switch
off at least one light out of every five or
six, there should be enough reserves to
supply current for all on the waiting list
and to light up the remaining streets.
What ismore,all lamps will burn brighter.

Withcurtailed paper imports, good writ-
ing paper is hard to come by. None the
lessthereis muchwaste of stationeryinpub-
lic officesand homes. May be, saved scraps
of paper inan average middle class home
will add up during the year to the equi-
valent of 2 100-page pad, in public offices

to several reams of foolscap. The sal-
vaged paper should provide enough writ-
ing material for many semi-literate per-
sons to cultivate functional literacy, for
many fanctionally  literate persons to
spread more espistolary good cheer.

When all has been said, it is a matter
of godd taste to be able to make the most
economical use of available resources,
without waste of material or effort. It
is vulgar to over-do things,

AN INDEPENDENT
MOVEMENT

“The growth of an independent Co-op--

erative Movement in this country” is the
objective. This wholesome ideal is can-
vassed by the Commissioner of Co-opera-
tive Development in his Report for 1964-
65. He would like less and less interfer-
ence in a people’s movement by the De-
partment, which is an organ of the State.
Rightly, he pleads for the responsibility
of guiding and supervising the Co-opera-
tive Societies being assumed by the Co-
operative District Unions and the Co-op-
erative Federation of Ceylon. The Com-
missioner also points out that two-fifths
of the 5,000 registered primary Multi-
Purpose Co-operative Societies are so
small in size that they are incapable of
undertaking any development activity.
The present sitoation calls for immediate
amalgamation of the existing primary
Multi-Purpose Societies so as to form
economically viable units.

Co-operative Education has been given
great stress in the last few years. "It in-
cludes the In-Service training of officers
of the Department, the training of Co-
operative Employees, Membership Edu-
cation,Co-operative Publicity and School
Co-operatives, Seminars at both the na-
tional and local levels are being increas-
ingly used to spread co-operative know-
ledge among co-operators. The need for
having enlightened participation in the
movement is the more urgent since there
has been steady expansion in the coun-
try’s largest voluntary movement, with
a total membership of eighteen lakhs dis-
tributed over 14,705 societies. We think
the gain would not only be in better co-
operators, but in better citizens as well.

Like last year, we must again take the
Department to task for its failure to in-
clude a Tamil version of the Report,
which has been issued in Sinhalese/Eng-
lish only. Half-a-million Tamil co-op-
erators are denied access to the statistical

data and the evaluation of progress and

their legitimate right to participate in the
processes of discussion in a people’s
movement, We trust the present Com-
missioner will give heed to our plea. It
behoves administrators in directive posi-
tions to give their unwavering commit-
ment to the entire nation. This country
has to catch up with much lost time in
the matter of economic development and
democratic nationhood. The co-opera-
tive road is an admirable highway on
which to speed our journey. The call to
the official and unofficial leaders of the
movement is to serve the motherland
with an undivided patriotism.

We would also say that the value of
the statistics and survey of progress
would be enhanced if they were more fully
broken up District-wise, The District
Unions now called upon to take an in-
creasing share in guiding the co-opera-
tive enterprise would then be in a posi-
tion to assess the strength and weak-
ness of the local societies and take reme-
dial action, We dare say that Parlia-
ment and the public would profit too by
seeing the co-operative landscape in
clearer detail.

In spite of nearly two decades of Na-
tional Independence the old colonial
practice has still survived of annual re-
ports and review of policy appearing un-
der the signature of public servants. It is
time that these reports were Reports to
Parliament by the Minister, under-signed
by his Permanent Secretary. This would
insulate public officers from being identi-
fied with policy statements and help build
democratic forms in our country,

@
THE C,B,C, CALLING!

Writing in these columns fourteen
months back we had urged that the na-
tional radio should be taken out of the
hands of a government department and
entrusted to an autonomous Corpora-
tion.  We welcome the setting up on the
5th of January of the Ceylon Broadecast-
ing Corporation. :

The Radio has today outstripped all
other media of mass communication. It
has a big role in national development.
Living as we do in an age of global hig-
tory and an emerging world community,
the radio has also to serve as the ¢channel

of world inter-communication, helping

us on one hand to follow world history
as it happens and ourselves speak to
world audiences on the other.

An autonomous Corporation, the
C.B.C. enjoys more freedom than a gov-
ernment department to function effec-
tively in doing its tasks. It is a public
monopoly and that increases both its
effectiveness and the obligation too to
seek afair presentation of news and views.

A public Corporation, entrusted with
the nation’s radio programmes, will be
judged ultimately by its ability to use its
freedom to protect the freedom of infor-
mation, to carry out the obligations of
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights: “Everyone has the
right...to seek, receive and impart infor-
mation and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers”’. It is incumbent
on the Corporation -to use this powerful
new tool of man to enlarge his freedom,
never be a party to enslave his mind.

The Chairman and Directors of the
Corporation are charged with a solemn
responsibility, which transcends even
national obligations, The challenge to
them is the example (in words of R. J.
Cruikshank) of “the Directors-General of
the B.B.C., notably Reith and Haley,
who have been men of liberal mind and
granite integrity, who have resisted pres-
sures resolutely, and have had a sense of

- trusteeship towards the people”,
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Civilizing the Cops

A Policeman’s duty is no
longer merely to apprebend
wrong-doers. Wherever human
beings gather in numbers, the
police presence is a necessity.
‘fo say nothing of V. L. P:
weddings and funerals where
the police have to direct traf-
fic and preserve order, this is
an age of demonstrations. Uni-
versity students, Trade Uni-
‘ons, aggrievedgroups of various
kinds, political parties all orga-
nise rallies, protest marches,
‘mass processions, picketiogs
‘etc, and police have tosee that
law and otder are maintained,
as far as possible without pro-
voking violence and bloodshed.

To deal with the rash of
demonstrations that are part of
the American landscape today,
the City of Philadelphia has
created 3 new kind of police
force—known as Civil Defence
Men. It consists of Whites
and Negroes and has a few
women also—selected for their
personal warmth, matarity and
patience. They are given
courses in sociology and hu-
man relations and the law re-
lating to human rights by Pro-
fessors of the University of
Pennsylvania. These officers
consult the leaders of demonst-
rations and stranger still the
demonstrators often consult
the police chief. With this
‘briefing the police are able to
gauge the number of men and
women to be deployed for a
particular demonstration. Of
coutrse when the mood of the de-
monstrators changes, they are
able to call for help. Probably
the strangest part of the ex-

periment, the force is expected -

to make as few arrests as pos-
sible and credit is given for
failure to make arrests. A
pattern of warnings in four
‘stages, each warning sterner
than the previous one is reg-
alarly followed. When the
demonstration is over, the en-
tire squad assembles for self-
criticism.  According to the
Chief Inspector, the Civil De-
fence policeman is unconcerned
and unbiassed and © refuses to
act ag judge or jury whatever
the provocation ”. The squad
consists of only twenty four
persons (twenty men and four
women) including the officers.
The picture looks almost Ut-
opian, But according to Zime
(Dec. 9) it has worked.

Athlete of the Year

~ Mani Jegatheesan, recently
chosen Asia’s Athlete of the
Year, is the youngest son of
" Mr. N. Manickavasagam, P. J.
K,M.B.E. (P.J. K. is an
honour conferred by the Go-
vernment of Malaysia), now
living in retirement after hold-
ing an administrative post in
the P.W.D. For the conveni-
ence of foreigners who find our
names unmanageable, many of
our people living abroad, ab-
breviate their names to pro-
nounceable proportions. In
Malaya, Manickavasagam is
Vasagam. (I recall something
which-happened to my own
name in Japan., I had cut it
down to Nayagam. But to
my intense chagrin, a hotel
clerk further mutilated it to
Agam.)

Fleetness of foot and general
athletic mettle run in Jega-
theesan’s family. His elder
brothers also were outstaanding

3

sprinters with all-Malaya rank-
ing. The father in his day
upset existing records and
strode triumphantly through
Malaya's stadiums. Mr, and
Mrs. Vasagam’were hosts to
me and Mr. C. RN Kantha-
swami, presently Principal of
Kokuvil Hindu College when
we were in Malaya in 1956 on
a fund raising mission for
Kokuvil Hindu College, Al-
though from the nature of our
mission, we could not stay put
at any place, the Vasazam
home so genially and efficiently
manpaged by Mrs. Vasagam was
our base. Whenever we rested
after our wanderings, we would
hear knowledgeable sports
talk and lively reminiscences
of his own triumphs from Mr.
Vasagam. But there was one
bitter episode that had hit him
hard. Some brewery as a pro-
motion gimmick for its beer
ran a contest for spotting
Malaya's top star in sport. I
don’t know the details of the
procedure. But some beer
coupons and votes were the
key factors. The chief con-
tenders were two Ceylon
Tamils—Manicam Saravana-
muttu and N. M. Vasagam.
Manicam Saravapamuttn's
deserts apart, the Saravapa-
muttu glamour, Manicam’s
whirlwind campaign and per-
sonal stature left little room
for doubt about the outcome,
But from all accounts, Vasa-
gam stretched his opponent to
the limit+ The home-base of
the Vasagams in Jaffna is
Kokuvil-Kondavil.

Pabth-athamby and
Andrasi

Whether or not the anthor
of Poothathamby Vilasam
meant to introduce the caste
motif into his play, generations
have read such 2 meaning into
it.  Recently Mr. Paulinaos
Tambimuttu, who claims des-
cent from Poothathamby, re-
hashed the old tale in the
Times of Ceylon (Week-ender)
and sure enough another per-
son claiming direct descent
from Andrasi took up the cud-
gels on behalf of his ancestor
and his caste. The Times saw
the explosive possibilities of a
controversy where both race
and caste were involved and
peremptorily closed its columns
to further discussion.

Some thirty years ago, the
ate Mr. J. V. Chelliah of Jafina
College wrote a play in Eng-
lish verse adopting the original
author’s version. The play
was staged first in Jaffna and
later on in Colombo. When
the players reached Celombo,
things began to happen. And-
rasi’s kinsfolk, probably under
threat of legal action forced
the troupe to omit all mention
of Andrasi’s name on the stage.
Wherever his name had ap-
peared in the original text, the
word ' Captain™ was substi-
tuted.

In Jaffoa’s rural and rustic
theatres of old—usually open
places with a raised platform—
for the actors, the staging of

the play was often regarded as

an open affront to the fisber
community. The actorsor at

‘least the sponsors were Vel-

lalas. = Wherever the two
groups were more or less
evenly matched, the fisher

caste gathered in numbers with
sticks and stones and broke up

To a farmer, proper market-
ing of his produce is a matter
of great importance, and there
has been a growing awareness
in him that co-operatives can
play a vital rolein safeguard-
ing his interests and in improv-
ing the system of agricultural
marketing.

Significance and Objectives

Many years ago Henry Wollff,
an eminent Britsh co-operator,
went as far as to affirm that
co-operation will finally have
to be judged by the accomplish-
ment of the task of ultimate
disposal of the produce. Many
other countries, particularly
the Scandinavian countries and
Germany, recognised the im-
portance of the part to be
played by co-operatives in the
purchase and sale of agricultu-
ral produce, and began actively
to take toco-operative market-
ing, This was more than 80
years ago. Over a period of
time they developed and exten-
ded the operations of co-ope-
rative marketing to a variety of
crops and agricultural by-pro-
ducts. To day, co-operative
marketing occupies a key place
in the agricultural * economy
of these countries. A memo-
randum submitted by the Co-
operative Union of Canada to
the Royal Commission on Price
Spreads said, “It seems hardly
necessary to plead the cause of
marketing co-operatives. For
many years they have been a
part of the rural scene which
many farmers simply take for
granted in the same way as
thousands of urban workers

these malpractices, such as
arbitrary deductions from the
price of the produce, the mani-
pulation of weights and scales,
and the collusion between the
broker and the buyer, have
gained wide currency and not-
oriety. In 1928, the Royal Com-
mission on Agriculture was
constrained to referto them as
“nothing less than theft. ”"Since
then, conditions have improved
on account of various measures
that have been undertaken,
such' as the introduction of the
statutory regulations of mark-
ets. However, a number of
malpractices, in a different
guise still continue to vitiate
the marketing system.

Further Aggravated

The effect of these malpracti-
ces is further aggravated by the
circumstances thata large num-
ber of cultivators are indebted
to the trader, who is also ‘the
moneylender. In this situation
the primary producer is “liter-
ally, legally and in practice”
at the mercy of the village
traders. The All-India Rural
Credit Survey Report says
that ““often enough, the culti-
vator’s position is that of
having to bargain, if he can,
with someone who commands
the money, commands the
credit, commands the market
and commands the transport.”
In the circumstances, the prin-
cipal hope of a small producer
lies In the strengthening of his
position through a co-opera-
tive organisation where he
joins his fellow producers to

-
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value their Labour Unions as
an essential part of life. To
many rural people, marketing
co-operatives are simply a
necessary extension of the farm
business.

The need for co-operative
marketing arises from a variety
of factors. These factors are,
in the first instance, connected
with the malpractices in the
existing system of agricultural
marketing, patticularly in con-
ditions such as those obtaining
in India. In the past, some of

the performance. In one place,
which shall be nameless, I was
told, the fisher caste people
invaded the arena with clubs
and iron rods and rushed up
the stage and started laying
about. When in the melee
that followed, audience and
actors tried to run away the
fishermen who bad thought-
fully brought their nets along,
caught the fugitives in their
toils and belaboured the of-
fenders some more. .

In addition to the caste ele-
ment, people have read a race
antagonism also into the play.
Poothathamby is undoubtedly
Tamil. Andrasi is generally
regarded as a Sinhalese. Whe-
ther he was a Sinhalese or a
Tamil, he evidently took a
Tamil wife at Tondaimannar,
While the gentleman who
joined issue with Mr. Tambi-
mutta claimed direct descent
from Andrasi, 1 have a Tamil
friend who also claims direct
descént, and I bave seen an
excerpt from a Dutch Tomboo
where a piece of land is descri-
bed as the property of Koni
(Gsren) and Ponni (Qursraf)
daughters of Andrasi Mudali.
Whether the two wives were
concurrent or consecutive,
there is no saying.

undertake the purchase and
sale of wvarious agricultural
commodities.

The need for co-operative
marketing doés not depend me-
rely upon the fact that it will
asgistin the removal of various
malpractices, There is a more
positive aspect to it. It isen-
visaged that co-operative mar-
keting of agricultural produce
if efficiently carried out, should
help reduce the price spread
between the producer and the
consumer and thereby ensure
a better return to the primary
producer. At present, various
marketing functions, such as
assembly, storage, financing,in-
suring, standardising, sale and
transportation, are performed
by a large number af persons
who play the part of middle-
men. Often there are more
middlemen than necessary and
their charges are generally out
of all proportion to the services
they render. The result is that
the producer receives a wholly
inadequate part of the price
paid by the ultimate consumer.
Even in the United Kingdom,
where the marketing of agricul-
tural produce is well organised,
the Linlithgow Committee had
reason to observe that “the
spread between producer’s and
consumer's price is unjustifi-
ably wide. Taken as a whole,
distributive costs are a far
heavier burden than what the
society will permanently con-
sent to bear.”

The experience of co-opera-
tive marketing in several coun-
tries indicates that this burden
can be reduced with advantage
to the primary producer. As
pointed out in a publication
prepared by the Food and Agri-
culture Organisation of the
United Nations, a co-operative,
by bargaining for all its mem-
bers, can exert more control

. CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING

over the prices of their produce
and can-thus offset monopolis-
tic power in the hands of the
buyers and obtain advantages
not attainable if individual
members sell independently.
The publication goes on to say
that a co-operative “can often
differentiate sale productand it
can stimulate demand by ad-
vertising and other mean that
would be uneconomical for the
individual member alone...At
the minimum, itshould be able
to increase the bargaining po-
wer of the producers and re-
capture for them part of the
value of the product that was
being diverted into monopolis-
tic profits.”

There is need for co-opera=
tive marketing even in normal
market conditions, But the
need becomes much stronger
when the market conditions de-
viate from healthy practices
and various undesirable forms
of speculation are resorted to.
In sugh cases the profit motive
on the part of middiemen leads
to price manipulations and the
consequent fluctuation of pri-
ces. If co-operative marketing
of agricultural produce devel-
ops on a larger scale, it can help
in the stabilisation of prices.

The promotion of co-opera~
tive marketing in India should
receive a high priority, not
merely because co-operative
marketing is desirable as such
but also because it is an essen-
tial pre-requisite for the large-
scale expansion of co-operative
credit., Co=operative market-
ing societies are expected to
ensure a better return to the
farmer on the produce raised
by him after taking loans from
co-operative sources. Further«
more, they will act as agents’
for therecovery of loans advan-
ced by co-operative credit soci-
eties and thereby bring about
the necessary link between
credit and marketing. Thus
the success of the co-operative
credit programme depends
largely on the development of
marketing societies,

Co-operative marketing is
also desirable on account of
its highly educative influence.
On this point one cannot do
better than to quote the
Co-operative Planning Com-
mittee ;:—

“No influence is so import-
ant in the economic education
of farmers as their own efforts
in co-operative marketing. The
very attempt on the partof the
farmers to solve their problems
teaches the basic economic
truths. The operation of co-
operative marketing organis-
ation teaches farmers that agri-
culture is primarily a form of
business, Co-operative market-
ing also teaches farmers that
the problem of marketing is
closely related to the problem
of production. The marketing
organisations have found from
experience that the demand
for agricultural products is in=
creased by an improvement in
production methods which re-
sults in products of higher
quality. Again, when farmers
themselves undertake mrket-
ing programmes, they become
familiar with practices with
greatly reduce the economic
value of their produces Co-
operatives also serve an impor-
tant function in supplying in-
formation on the many factors
which affect the economic stat-
us of farmers *’

Development of Marketing
Structure under the
Five Year Plans

Considering the benefits
(Continued on page 7)
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FRESH WATER FROM SALT

A NATURAL PROCESS SPEEDED UP

Desalination is a new vogue
word glibly used by technolo-
gists and politicians. What they
do not realise, perhaps, is that
it is merely @ new word for an
age-old process. For the sim-
ple fact is that the world gets
all its fresh water by desalina-
tion. Water evaporates from
the salt waters of the oceans,
is carried in clouds and depo-
sited as rain, dew, hail, snow
and sleet.. Some of this per-
meates the soil and when
caught by impervious rocks
creates underground sources
of drinkable water. Some of
it flows out assprings and adds
up to produce rivers, which
take the desalted water back
to the oceans, on their way
creating lakes, From these
natural sources we get our usa-
ble water. This normal hydro-
logical cycle is desalination.

The significance of the word
to-day is that we need to get
more water in the right places
than the natural desalination
processes provide.
need if at the right timesin a
controlled way in order not to
be under the arbitrary com-
mand of the weather. And all
the discussions and experi-
ments now going on in many
places are therefore concerned
with how to take the salt out
of sea-water or of brackish
water containing perhaps as
little as a few parts of com-
mon salt per million of water.’
The difference between the
two undrinkable sources is one
of concentration and this has
led to a diversification of tech-
niques.

And we

obvious way to get the salt
out of sea water is to do what
nature does, only more quick-
ly. In other words, the tech-
nique is to evaporate the pure
water from the salt and then
condense it, and the most ob-
vious way of doing this is sim-

- ply to boil the sea water. The

vapour or steam is then con-
densed. This is the distillation
process, and it is the one most
widely used to-day, from the
Persian Gulf and the China
Seas to the West Indies, *

Process Heat

In this process heat must be
supplied, whether from oil,
coal or any other fuel, and the
question arises whether the
energy put in is being effici-
ently nsed. In essence anyone
could desalinate sea water
with a simple glass condenser
and a flask, apparatus familiar
in every school laboratory.
But when this is scaled up to
engineering size and the output
is measured in millions of gal-
lons per day, all the difficulties
appear. Salt is corrosive. Pipes
get covered in scale. The cost
of energy is high. Difficulties
such as these have led to nota-
ble developments in large-scale
distillation,

Historically one of the most
important is the use of multi-
flash distillation, in which suc-
cessive reductions of air pres-
sure enable boiling to take
place at lower temperatures.
This has made great differences
to the economics of distillation
and was invented by two U.K.
engineers in two concerns now

out the generation of electrical
power, in specially-designed
plant for use in places where
such power, is not needed.

The distillation technique,
whatever the source of heat or
the process detail, remains the
chief one so far for use with
sea water. It is hardly worth
the tronble for merely brack-
ish water,-whatever the degree
of brackishness. For such wa-
ter physicists and physical
chemists have looked into the
basic characteristics of crystal-
line solutions and come up
with a number of answers for
removing the salt or other
pollutant from the water,

One of these is called reverse
osmosis. The phenomenon of
ordinary osmosis is well known
and is the basis of theexchange
of chemicals across the walls
of our body cells. If a special
membrane separates a strong
solution from a weak one the
pressure on each side is differ-
ent. Molecules of the solvent
then pass tbrough the mem-
brane from the weak solution
to the strong, and this conti=
nues until the pressure is
equal on both sides. This is
osmosis, and would be useless
for desalination, for if pure
water were on one side of the
membrane and brackish water
on the other the brackish water
would merely be diluted and
the amount of pure water de-
creased, Butif a big enough
pressure is applied, fnot only
to balance the osmotic pres-
sure but overcome it, moles
cules of the water pass through

by C. L. BOLTZ

Immense Quantities

It may be asked: Why all
this interest now in 19667 The
answer is that the population
of the world isincreasingrapid-
ly, industry is spreading in the
industrially advanced coun-
tries and into others so far less
advanced and many industrial
plants need water in immense
quantities, whether for cooling
or chemical processing. There
are some countries where there
is no real shortage, even tho-
ugh the water may be unevenly
distributed. The U.K.is such
a country. In the U.S., how-
ever, there are approaching
shortages not merely due to
drought, though this isim-
portant in some areas such as
the north-east. And thereare
countries which cannot hope
to have much industry or agri-
culture without more fresh
water, countries where there
has always been a limit to the
water resources. In some cases
a closer look at the natural re-
sources helps to solve the pro-
blem—the New York area, for
example, sees no need for spe-
cial desalination plants for a
long time yet.

However, the need for more
water, which so mapny of us
take for granted and use in vast
quantjties every day, is already
a serious problem in some
places and will become one in
other places in the foreseeable
future. And we are no longer
content to leave it to nature
. and hope for the best. Man
intends to be in control, In
this intention the U.S. has pro-
vided, not for the first time,
thegreatest technological drive.

This being so, the first and

combined to form Weir-West-
garth, responsible for so many
desalination plants throughout
the world. The company is by
no means alone, and Professor
R, 8. Silver, one of the engi-
neers concerned, will no doubt
give some account of them all
elsewhere. Notonly U.K, com-
panies are in the business, of
course, and of those with U.S.
as well as U.K. connections
Aqua-Chem can be mentioned
as operating in the U.K. Nor
should it be forgotten that
other technological devices in
the usage of tubular boilers,
whether vertical or horizontal,
have come into the distillation
picture, Indeed, probably
more engineering effort is be-
ing put into distillation tech-
nology than into any other at
present,

Nuclear Fission

As a source of heat nuclear
fission comes into the picture.
Nuclear power stations as we

know them can be sited in re- .

mote places near the sea and
where there is _no coal or oil
or patural gas. And as nuclear
energy becomes competitive in
price with that from older
fuels so nuclear power stations
utilising some of their heat for
distillation become attractive
propositions, The U.K. Ato-
mic Energy Authority, with
Weir-Westgarth and the Na-
tional Engineering Laboratory
and others, has done a full-
scale investigation of the pos-
sibilities of a large dual-pur-
pose nuclear power station.

So hasthe U.S. Atomic Energy

Commission and associated
companies. The nuclear heat
could also beused alone, with-

rom the brackish water into
he pure water, thus increasing
he amount of such water and
leaving the salt behind. This
is reverse osmosis. The Gener-
al Atomic Division of General
Dynamics has demonstrated
this with membranes of cellu-
lose acetate and a working
pressure of about 40 atmos-
pheres, producing 6,000 litres
of fresh water a day.

Another ingenious device is
that of electro-dialysis. Mole-
cules of salt in solution are, of
course, separated into positive
sodium atoms and negative
chlorine atoms. By using suit-
able membranes and applying
an electrical voltage the posi-
tive ions go one way and the
negativeions the other, leaying
the fresh water behind. A
plant working on such-a sys-
ten; is already in action in the
uU.s.

Ice Crystals

These by no means exhaust
the possibilities. If one freezes
brackish water the pure water
freezes out first and one can
dredge off ice crystals, conta-
minated with salt crystals it is
true, and separate them and
melt the pure ice crystals. For
small quantities there are also
the known ion-exchange resin
system such as are used to
soften hard water in many
homes.

But the really great question
always is—how much do the
methods cost ? Are they eco-
nomic? This question is not
always valid, for nobody in
dire need would count the cost.
Kuwait, for example, is ex-
ceedingly rich but has no na-
tural water except the sea,

Us 7 See Ot

THE FILVI INDUSTRY
STRIKES ROOT

Ten or fifteen years back,
no one would bave dreamt that
the Tamils of Eelam would be
producing their own films. It
was assumed that South India
would supply us with all our
needs: this was, after all, the
natural order of things or so it
was thought. But along came
our film producers to subvert
all this. The first Ceylon
Tamil films were, 1 believe,
‘Samuthayam’and ‘Thottakari’.
I didn’t see them but most of
those who did, say that they
were exaCtly what pioneering
efforts usually are. Then came
Pasa Nila’, a 16 mm film pro-
duced by two young Jalfna
College teachers, followed by
‘Kadamayin Ellai’,a bit of a
foolhardy attempt to dress
Shakespeare’s Hamlet in Tamil
apparel. The latest venture is
“Taxi Driver’ now running to
crowded houses both in Jaffna
and elsewhere.

Critics {or rather those who
fancy themselves in that role)
are wont to strike an Olympian
pose when they sit 'down to
judgment.
based onstandards which are

in turn derived through com~

parisons, I would like to sug-
gest that our pioneering cine-
matic ventures be judged not
by international standards but
by comparisons among them-
selves: Having seen three of
the five films produced locally,
1 can safely say that each one
is a distinct advance on its
predecessors. Viewed against
the back-drop of the interna-
tional cinema, ‘Taxi Driver' is
certainly no greut shakesasa
film (like almost all South In-
dian filmg): But then we
shouldn’t be dragging in the
international cinema, at the
moment. ‘Taxi Driver’ has, I
think, set out to prove that

 what South India can do it

‘can do equally well: in this,
I believs, it bas almost suc-
ceeded. Watching it one got
the impression that it wasn't
very different from (or inferior
to) the average South Indian
films we see. The dialogue
(full of South Indianisms) and
the melodramatic plot cannot
but point to this conclusion.
Even the humorous interludes
were a carbon copy of South
Indian proto types.

There's a reason for all this
‘copy-cat’ stuff. Most of us
bhave been reared ona diet of
South Indian cinema. Since
producing a film is big business,
one cannot expect a producer
(or rather an entrepreneur) to
be so out of his senses as to
leave the beaten track.

But even within these limita-
tions one would wish that our
producers make films which
truly reflect our life and culture,
just as our writers are striving
to produce a truly national
literatare.

Nevertheless every system has
to be paid for by someone,
and considerable investigation
is being done, especially by a
team at the Water Research
Association, on sorting out the
claims made for the various
systems. And at the same time
more fundamental research is
going on into the physical che-
mistry of solutions and liguids,
so that it is not too late for
some entirely new system of
desalination to be invented.—
London Financial Times Ser-
vice.

Since judgment:is

—— by Jay

TIME OFF FROM
KING-MAKING

When the Daily News takes
time off from king-making, it
turns its attention to the Jaffna
man, giving him front-page
prominence, alternately insinn-
ating and damning with faint
praise. At one time we are
told that the Jaffna man is only
interested in cultivation not in
the language question. An-
other timewe are informed
that the Jaffod man never
had it so good as in Batti-
caloa. Later, it is hinted
that Jaffna is full of smugglers,
with the police and the army
(but not the Customs) heroic-
ally struggling to suppress
smuggling. The latest in this
series of journalistic poppycock
i5 a report describing how,
after the rice cut, the Jaffna
man has enthusiastically taken
tofood production. Perhaps the
special correspondent thought
that this would maks the
Jaffna man feel flattered. But,
unfortunately for him, the
Jaffna man is not such a ‘mo-
daya’ as not tosee through his
game. The Jaffna man does
not need a rice cut to spur him
on to produce food. He has
been doing that long before the
Natienal Government or apy
other government was concei~
ved. Someone should tell the
poor special correspondent that
Jaffna supplies the whole island
with red onions for 9 months
of the year, and that our fish-
ermen haul in the biggest cat=-
ches.

The Daily News may think
it has succeeded in creating a
split between the Jaffna Tamil
and the Batticalog Tamil. We
all know that it is adept at
using  the ‘divide et impera’
strategy which it learnt from
its imperialist masters. But
it can rest assured that in this
instance it will never succeed.
It would be more profitable
for the Daily News to try to
patch up the rift between the
low-country Sinhalese and the
up-country Sinhalese, But
then it has never given us a
hint that such a problem ex-
ists.  After all, truthfulpess
has never been one of the fail-
ings of the Daily News.

What the Jaffna man would
like to tell the Daily News 1n
all earnestness is this; Please
stick to your task of making
and unmaking governments and
leave us alone.

We certainly dont want
vagrants masquerading as spe-
cial correspondents to try to
teach us how to suck eggs.

However the Daily News
may delude itself, the Jaffng
man is certainly in no mood to .
pull the chestnuts out of the
fire for the National Govern-
ment or anyone else.

SEMINAR AT
POONERYN

Thirty-six delegates attends
ed the seminar organised by
the Pooneryn MPCS Union.
Messrs. V. S. Ramanathan
(HQI), K, Vaitilingam (Range
Inspector), N. Nadarajah, N.
Kandiah, T. Kasirajah (Co-op.
Inspectors), V. Suppiah (Treas-
urer NDCF), P. Selvaretnam
(Ad. Sec. NDCF) and M. Ga-
napathipillai were also pre~
sent. The Secretary of the
Karukkathiva MPCS presided.
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neldealState of Mohandas Gandhi-Ram Raj

(Dr. Saggar’s description of
Gandhiji’s Ideal State has so
many features in common with
Plato’s Republic as to bear
striking witness to the fact
that, on the highest level of
philosophical thought, the
bridge of spiritual unity bet-
ween Bast and West is already
established).

Mahatma Gandhi’s life-aim
and mission was to establish
Swaraj, i.e., Self-Rule for the
subjugated people of India.
(Swaraj: a Sanskrit word:
Swa=3elf, Raj=Rule). To
the Indian masses it meant
political emancipation from a
foreign yoke, but to Gandhiji
it signified more than mere
political freedom for India.

Swaraj to him, as he often
pointed out, was equivalent to
and synonymous ,with Ram
Raj—the Divine Government.
(Ram=God, Raj=Rule). Lt
meant self-government or sov-
ereignty of the people based

on pure moral authority. It

was the Ideal Social Order,
applicable not only to India
but to the entire world. In
Gandhiji’s conception, Swaraj
was Ram Raj, the meaning of
which can best be understood
by the Western world through
Jesus®’ often proclaimed mes-
sage of establishment of the
Kingdom of God on earth.
The present editor of World
Forum expressed in a letter to
me the real and deep meaning
of Gandhiji’s Ram Raj as Self-
government through God-gov-
ernment,

Real Aim
Gandhiji’s real aim was to

cluding Gandhi, for their com-
ments. :

Mahatma Gandhi answered
that Wells was wrong in stres-
sing the rights of Man when
emphasis should be on per-
formance of one’s duty which,
in Gandhi’s view, would in-
evitably result in -the attain-
ment of Man’s rights,

In this kingdom where men
and women concentrate on
their duties, there is no physi-
cal, mental or spiritual deteri-
oration. All attain their full
stature. Each person is guided
by his or her own idealn pur-
suit of self-realisation and
achieves redemption through
renunciation. All men and
women are equal : all men are
brothers and all women are
gsisters. All have health. All
follow a simple and natural
life and are sustained by hu-
manitarian food. Thers is no
use of intoxicating liquors.
‘They practice purity of palate.
They do not require healers of
bodies but healers of souls.

The multiplicity of hospitals
and medical men will not be
congidered a sign of civilisa-
tion. Thereis no pampering
of the bodies and this will be
to the betterment of the peo-
ple of the world.

All are lovers of virtue, are
liberal-minded men and wo-
men. They do not hanker after
possessions and acquisitions
and are not greedy. They re-
gard themselves as trustees,
not proprietors. They enjoy
all God’s creation and His
gifts and fruits of the earth
with detachment.

services received amd rejoice
in serving others. They believe
in and practise sanctity of work
—what Gandhitermed “Bread

‘Labour”. He regarded itasa

divine law that man must earn
his bread by lahopring with
his hands. He who eats with-
out offering sacrifice, ie,
Bread Labour, eats stolen food.
This *‘Bread Labour” is a
blessing to one who would ob-
serve non-violence, worship
truth and make observance of
Brahmacharya a naturél act.

Society Not Self

In an ideal state—Ram Raj
—doctors, lawyersand the rest
would work solely for benefit
of society, not for self. 1he
aim should be natural service.
The Sanskrit word Yajna,
meaning sacrifice, is wrongly
understood. It means duty
performed, or service to be.
rendered, all twenty-four hours
of the day. Gandhiji, writing
from Yeravda Mandir to his
Ashram inmates, described it
as an act directed to the wel-
fare of others, done without
desiring any return, . whether
of a temporal or spiritual na-
ture. This act of sacrifice
should be taken in its widest
sense—it includes thought and
word as well as deed.

Inhabitants of this ideal
state show reverence for truth
seekers, pioneers, prophets,
saints, seers, Sons and Mes-
sengers of God, peace makers,
Mahatmas, the Great Souls,
proclaiming the Gospel of uni-
versal love and compassion
and brotherhood. Their atti-
tude to wrong-doers is not

by D. BR. SAGGAR

bring about conditions in India
where people would have their
right of self-rule, and decide
their destiny guided by right-
eousness,compassion and spirit
of service. Gandhi's Ram Raj
is conceivable for and applica-
ble to all’ mankind and it en-
tails regulation of our lives

and affairs in accordance with

principles of (a) Satyagraha—
i.e., Truth and Non-Violence ;
(b) Sarvodaya—i.c., Welfare
of All.

In Gandhi’s conception this
Kingdom of God will have
people who will follow Dharma
or Duty according to vocation
and ability, and this doty will
be based on Purity, Truth,
Mercy and Renunciation. Gan-
dhi always laid emphasis on
the necessity and importance
of performing one’s duty. He
truly preached ‘‘The true
source of right is Duty. If we
discharge our duties, right will
not be far to seek. If leaving
duties unperformed we run
after rights, they will escape us
like will o” the wisps. The
more we pursue them, the fur-
ther they will fly”.

The same teaching has been

embodied by Krishna in the:

immortal words of (Bhagwad
Gita=Song Celestial)—*‘Ac-
#ion alone is thine. Leave thou
the fruit severely alone. Action
is duty; fruit is the right”.
(From Young India, 8-12-25).
Whilst dwelling on Gandhi’s
yiews on Rights and Duty, my
mind goes back to the time in
the past when the world-re-
nowned British thinker and
geformer, H. G° Wells, issued
. a manifesto in which he out-
lined and advocated the grant-
ing of human rights by world
governments. He sent this
document to world leaders in-

Brahmacharya

All are chaste and devoid of
lust and practise Brahmacharya
(Brahma=God, i.e, Truth;
Acharya=Conduct) which ac-
cording to Gandhian concep-
tion means Conduct adapted
to the Search for Brahma. It
implies control of all senses
and is not restricted to the
sexual aspect only. To Gan-
dhiji “the conquest of lust is
the highest endeavour of man’s
or woman’s existence, With-
out overcoming lust man can-
not hope to rule himself. And
without rule over self there
can be no real Swaraj or Ram

Raj (Government or Kingdom .

of God),

“‘Rule of all without rule of
oneself would prove to be de-
ceptive as a painted toy mango
charming to look at but hol-
low and empty inside. No
worker who has not overcome

lust can jhope to render any

genuine service to the cause of
Harijans (Children of God,
name given by Gandhi to Un-
touchables) communal unity
or village teconstruction ete.
Great causes like these, and
others, cannot be served by in-
tellectual equipment alone;
they call for spiritual effort or
soul force.

“Soul force comes only
through God’s grace and
God’s grace never descends
upon a man who is slave to
lust”’. (Harijan, 21-11-36).

In Ram Raj, there is no
enemy outside or inside (i.e.
Passion, Anger, Greed or Lust
are vanquished.) In it the word
“win’’ is not used to celebrate
victory and worldly success
but only used for conguest by
the Spirit of the mind and
Self.

The citizens are grateful for

punitive, retaliatory or degrad-
ing. Their aim is to reform
the person who has left the
path of righteousness and con-
vert him to a healthy and use-
ful and co-operative member
of society—servant of his fel-
low men and women. The
prisons will be hospitals to

‘heal and rehabilitate the eri-

minal who will be regarded as
a patient suffering from an ill-
ness. The wardens, governors,
police and judges will act as
doctors and nurses. Their sole
aim and desire will be to bring
the wrong-doer to a whole-
some life and righteous ways.
These people will be renounced
men and women who have no
personal desire or vested inter-
est and no property or posses-
sions, are not attached to any
class or individual and believe
in reformation imstead of re-
tardation,

In Ram Raj the creatures
will be unmolested, Man will
have protective lordship over
the sub-human kingdom. There
will be compassion in his rela-
tions and dealings with the
dumb and dependent earthly
companions and helpers of
man. The earth will be fertile
with rich harvests,  There will
be an abundance of flowers
and fruits. The earth will be
full of plenty to sustain life for
all its inhebitants. There will
be no room for famine or
hunger, no extravagance, no

- wastage, no gluttony, no ex-

ploitation, no monopolistic ex-
ploitation, no superfluity in
the mifist of necessity.

Work and Service

Mankind will worship God
with work and service. The
whole world will be at peace.
The people will be searchers

after truth, and will have equal
respect for all faiths, devoting
themselves to the establish-
ment of the Kingdom of Righ-
teousness, Compassion, and to
Service and Sacrifice. Religion
will not be sectarian but uni-
versal. It will be the way of
life’ and will be based on Truth,
Purity, Compassion and Char-
ity, as embodied by Gandhiji.
All men and women will prac-
tice non- violence in all spheres
of life,

According to Gandhiji “‘to
practise npn-violence in mun-
dane matters is to know its
true value. It is to bring
heaven on earth. All virtues
cease to have use if they serve
no purpose in every walk of
life™.

So Swaraj (Self-Govern-
ment) wasequated by Gandhiji
with Ram Raj (God’s Govern-
ment)—the establishment of
the Kingdom of Righteousness
on this earth of ours.

“Ram Raj, e.g., religion, is
to pervade every one of our
actions. It does not mean sec-
tarianism. It means belief in
ordered moral government of
the universe™.

This transcends Hinduism,
Islam, Christianity, etc. It
does not supersede them ; it
harmonises them in reality.

Gandhiji exemplified and
embodied the ideals and attri-
butes of Ram Raj—Divine
Rule. He showed and empha-
sised that, in order to establish
self-government on earth, it
was essential that God’s Gov-
ernment should be first esta-
blished within each one of us,
and that all our life and acti-
vities be regulated and con-
ducted in accordance with Di-
vine qualities of mercy, com-
passion, non-violence, love
and truth.

—Sarvodaya

Kalutara District Union
Estimates Passed

The estimates of the Kalu-
tara Co-operative District Uni-
on for 1966/67 were unanim-

‘ously passedat a general meet-

ing held on 26-12-66,

The Union expects to spend
Rs, 61,391-50 as follows : Se-
cretariat—Rs. 8,920; Educa-
tion—Rs, 25,182-50 ; Agricul-
ture—Rs, 3,000 ; Industries—
Rs. 3,000; Consumer Work—
Rs. 4,000; Extension Work—
Rs. 8,940 and Publicity—
Rs. 8,050.

World Intellectual Community

MINERVA, A Review of
Science Learning and Policy
Vol. V. No.l

{Ilford House, 135 Oxford St.,
London W. 1. Reduced
subs, for Asia 1€s.)

There have always been
thinkers in the historical peri-
od whose outlook and contacts
transcended national bounda-
ries ; but, with the phenomenal
growth of science, scholarship,
learning and the means of
communication in our time
the world-wide ‘intellectual
community is a reality today,
indeed a factor contributing
to an emerging world com-
munity. The intellectual com-
munity of each country is part
of the world intellectual com-
munity and at the same time
an indispensable instrument of
that country’s social and eco-
nomic development.

Minerva, published under
the auspices of the Committee
on Science and Freedom of
the Congress for Cultural
Freedom, successor to a score
of Bulletins under the same
auspices, has sought to build
up a common forum in which
“all germane problems will be
analysed openly, critically and
seriously” and the foundations
of the world intellectual com-
munity deepened and streng-
thened. The learned quarterly
is striving “to contribute to
the protection of the creative
powers of science, scholarship
and higher education -by des-
cribing and defining the condi-
tions of their vitality, and by
analysing the conditions under
which they must find their way
in contemporary society™.

The number under review
gives the place of honour to
an article on Parliament and
University Policy by Sir Ed-
ward Boyle, pro-Chancellor of
the University of Sussex and
a former Minister of Educa-
tion. Boyle passionately subs-
cribes to the thesis of Sir Eric
Ashby that though universities
are “‘within the state, yet they
must preserve an individuality
apart from the state. They
cannot exist except in the ma-

trix of politics, yet they must
remain out of reach of poli-
tics”. He accepts the concept
of academic freedom as ela-
borated in the Robbins Re-
port. Boyle then goes on to
define the proper jurisdiction
of Parliament in University
Affairs. It is the responsibility
of Parliament to ensure that
Government and the universi=
ties have agreed on adequate
plans for university expansion,
that sufficient grants are made
available for the agreed tar-
gets, that there is suitable ma-
chinery for determining univ-
ersity salaries, and, not least,
Parliament cannot disregard
the way in which universities
infringe upon the rest of edu-
cation, notably on sixth-form
studies. Finally, Boyle stres-
ses that the University Grants
Committee must in their re-
ports furnish to ‘Parliament,
and the public, much more in-
formation about university
affairs than is done now.

A research study on The
Emigration of British Scien-
tists by Dr. James A. Wilson,
a discussion on Basic Research
as Investment or Consumption
Good by Professor Simon Rot-
tenburg, and a review article
on Sir Eric Ashby’s: The Eco-
logy of Higher FEducation by
Sir James Duff, Vice-Chancel-
lor of Durham, find a place in
the issue,

The Reports and Documents
section reproduces the chapter
on the Objectives of Higher
Education in the Kothari Edu-
cation Commission Report of
India. (The other two chapters
in the Kothari Report dealing
with Higher Education are to
be reproduced in subsequent
issues).

The Chronicle section, mak-
ing a-current survey of Poli-
tics in the World of Science
and Learning throughout. the
world, covers 66 closely print-
ed pages. The Ceylon sub-
section carries the text of the
Higher Education Act, No 20
of 1966, and extracts from the
comments on the Bill made in
The Co-operator of 15 Auguss
"1966. y

K. NESIAH
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The Aims of Co-o

The Co-operative Organisa-
- tion,as we know it today, is
the child of the industrial age,
80 is the Capitalist Organisa-
tion,

The 19th century, dominated
as it was by mechanisation
and the “industrial revolu-
tion”, was predominantly an
age of competition, hectic pro-
duction, and complete change
in spirit, form and technology
in Society. The upshot of all
these developments was the
rise of capitalism, which found
expression in new legal forms,
typically the joint-stock com-
pany of limited liability. In
this set-up, Capital was given
all the prominence and in ad-
dition to its share of produc-
tion-interest it also claimed
for itself the sole tight to all
the surplus of production.
Labour its equal partner in
production was paid a price in
the shape of wages, but was
denied the righs to any por-
tion of the surplus of producs
tion. In this context, there
emerged in Society two oppos-
ing groups: one group with
power of accumulated wealth
and control over the factors of
production, while the other,
the majority, dispossessed of
property and no control over
their economic activity. In-
equity and maldistribution
became the basic features of
the capitalist Society of the
time. It was under these cir-
cumstances, some of the dis-
possessed and the economic-
ally weak reacted to the situa-
tion. This expression of re-
4ction manifested itself in two
‘movements : trade unionism

* price.

of a consumer society is to
Serve as an organisation of the
consumers themselves as own-
ers, to get their goods at fair
price; while the aim .of the
Producers Co-operative Society
is to serve as an Organisation
of the producers to sell their
produce at fair price having a
stake of ownership in the Or-
ganisation Thus, the aim of
Co-operatives is to promote
social justice and not be a
mere cffort at buying at cheap-
est price or selling at highest
It is a method of rest-
oring to the Consumer the
purchasing pow r and to the
Producer a just return for his
labour and skill which the
monopolies of new capitalism
limit them. Service as against
profit, is the measure of effi-
ciency of a Co-operative So-
ciety. :

A Good Way

Co-operation is not so much
of a way doing good business
it is a good way of doing
business and good business at
that. In the modern world
good business, of course,
means business done in econo-
mic units, with modern tech-
nological support, with good
accounting system and an eye
on the changing market. In
this Co-operatives and Capi-

* talist Organisations share com-

mon ground. But the Co-oper-
ative way of doing business is
not only doing good business
in a mananer which satisfied
Co-operative  character or
principles and create new atti-
tudes of employee-employer

relationship, a new form of

by P.

E FERNANDO,

Lecturer, School of Co-operation, Polgolla

and co-operation. Both these
Movements aimed at a fair
deal for the worker in the
economic system, one as col-
lective effort of labour at earn-
ing their income, the other as
the collective effort of labour
at spending their income,
Thus in the beginning the
Co-operative Movement was
essenfially a Movement of or-
ganised Labour as an answer
to the challenge of organised
Capital, and it isin this back-
ground one has to consider
the Co-operatives as against
Capitalist Organisations.

A New Form of Association

The Co-operative Society,
as a new form of association,
arising out of the development
of the Co-operative Move-
ment, is a body corporate re-
cognised in law, as a joint-stock
company is, but it is antithe-
tical in spirit to that of the
joint-stock enterprise. The
Rochdale Pripciples, the gen-
erally recognised base of this
form of association, in their

totality provided it its own’

particular character and me-
thod of action. It embodies
principles of democracy, self-
help, and mutual }Jelp; the
clement of association is the
person, as against capital in
the joiht-stock enterprise and
this personal element is ex-
pressed in the principle of one
_man’ one vote.

The aim of a Co-operative
Society is the promotion of
the economic interest of its
members. Thus it undertakes
business activities as any other
capitalist organisation : but in
its objectives it differs widely
from other capitalist organisa-
tions. For instance, the aim

production relations and above
all a new way of social and
economic life,

Co-operation apart from
being an instrument of econo-
mic development, is also a way
of ‘life which aims at unity
among the diverse interests in
Society and is a practical and
effective means of achieving
social harmony. 1t is precisely
for this reason and also be-
cause of its characteristic
features namely : traits of self
reliance, mutual service, demo-
cratic control, the non-profit
motive, thrift and savings—
that both the social reformers

‘and economic planners all

over the world have accepted
the Co-operative Movement
as an effective instrument of
social action,

In its essence Co-operatives
aim at creating a particnlar
form of public ownership of
capital through  collective
effort of the members for the
promotion of their own com-
mon economic and social wel-
fare. Because of this objective
and its mode of action, Co-
operative enterprise is some-
time described or taken to
mean an instrument, or prelude
to socialism. Co-operatives
are not a half-way house or a
prelude to Socialism.

Socialism vs. Co-operation

Socialism, as is commonly
known, aims ata Society in
which all production and dis-
tributionis regulated and direc-
ted by the State in order to
achieve equalisation of wealth;
it also advocates the abolition
of private property. In pract-
ice this approach came to
mean the subjugation of the
individual to bureaucratic con-

trol, many a times even an in-
vasion, overtly .and covertly,
into the fundamental rights of
the individuals. As against
this, cooperation was quick to
recognise the natural urge in
man for private property and
“profit” or surplus, asa return
for his enterprise, and their
great incentive value fo- pro-
duction. The recent trends in
socialistic thinking too, appear
to recognise the need for some
incEftives 10 promote produc-
tion. Rochdale Pioneers suc-
ceeded, while their predeces-
sors at cooperative effort failed
because of this practical wis-
dom of theirs. In other words
Rochdale Pioneers were realist
before they were idealist!

While recognising the need
for private property, coopera-
tion was also not slow to
emphasise the most important,
yet forgotten fact of all, thas
profit and private property are
social products as well, and
their owners have no absolute
or ‘God-given’ right to their
exclusive use and therefore the
surplus of production or profit
as such should be proportion-
ately shared by all the factors
of production.

On this principle Cooper-

ation advocated the voluntary
association of every individual
in Society either as producers
or consumers for their common
good. In short, while socialism
aims at building-up of a uni-
forni economic structure direc-
ted and regimented from the
top, cooperatives aim at unity
among the diverse interests in
Society built on distributive
justice and recognition of the
individual needs while the State
assisting it, as the represen-
tative and the guardian of the
interest of the whole communi-

ty.
People’s Movement

Cooperative Movement is
essentially a People’s Move-
mentaiming at a Society where-
in its economic struclure is
built from ““‘down upwardsand
not upwards down”. It is not
just an instrument of the State
to implement its programme
of economic development but
is a partner with a specific and
wvital role to play in such a
development,  Certainly the
State can have its own organi-
sations in addition for regulat-
ing and developing the life of
the community, but as regards

perative Enterprise

a Cooperative Society is con-
cerned, it is aform of collective
ownership of property held by
groups of citizens as its mem-
bers for their own economic
and social advancement, The
right of the citizens for such
organisations should be treated
a fundamental right'and should
not be replaced by State con-
trolled ones,

While the potentialities of
Cooperatives are immense they

also have their limitations.
These limitations primarily
arise out of lack of entrepren-
eurial skill available for the
Movement and the want of
cooperative education among
its membership. Cooperative
Educafion is development of
attitudes to cooperative enter-
prise and co-operative way of
life. This Co-operative Edu.
cation is imperative for the
common good of the com-
munity as well and it i€ a for=
midable task as it is. But it ic
a responsibility all Co-opera-
tors must undertake earnestly
for as the old maxim goes
“Guns and bullets are of no
avail against a Movement that
has taken root in the hearts
of people™.

Development Problem Seen in a World Perspective

One third of the world is
described as economically dev-
eloped and wealthy, the other
two thirds as economically
backward and poverty strick-
€n ; some countries in the sec-
ond category are striving to
become economically develop-
ed ; they may be characterised
as economically developing.

The wealthy one third would
include Europe, North Ame-
rica, Australia, New Zealand,
and the Socialist countries in
Europe. These countries have
an average per capita income
of $1,000 or little more. The
poor countries comprise many
countries of Asia, Africa and
South America. The average
per capita income of these
countries average $100 or less.
New Guinea, Ghana, Cuba
and Peoples’ China would
come under the third category.
The per capita income of these
countries average about $400
to 600. :

——

by P.

developed, and 2-7% for dev-
eloping countries.

The rate of growth is a
function of investment and
savings in a country. It is
generally contended that, for
all countries, the invest-
ment required for growth in-
volves a minimal saving of
10—12% of the National in-
come. Some countries go up
even to 20%. The rate of say-
ings in Iow income countries,
varies widely. In Asia it is
about 7 to 10% ofthe National
Income ; the war-torn coun-
tries like Korea, Viet-Nam
and Laos do not come under
this. In Africa, it ranges from
5% to 10%. It has been cal-
culated that, in South Ame-
rica, it varies over a wide
range, averaging 15%. Thisis
particularly striking for ‘eco-
nomically backward® coun-
tries.

The world growth rate, in

P

CThandrasegaram

Department of Education,
University of Ceylon, Peradeniya

————

The per capita income yard-
stick does not express the true
welfare story. The common
definition of levels of living
comprise education, employ-
ment and working conditions,
food consumption and nutri-
tion, housing, clothing, social
security, recreation and hu-
man freedom. The last two
are vital imponderables, but
do not lend themselves to any
immediately, direct per capita
measurement,

It is the levels of living,
which help us classify coun-
tries in terms of economic
development.

Reliable Indicator

The rate of economic growth
and development of a country,
is a reliable indicator of
‘prosperity’. It has been esti-
mated that] the rate of growth
of the gross domestic product
for the decade 1955—1965, for
the world is 7%, and the per
capita growth rate is 3 7% for

T A

the Manufacturing Industrial
sector, within the last thirty
years, has grown by 300%,
while the agricultural sector,
expanded by less than 60%
during this period. While not
questioning the legitimate and
relevant growth in Manufac-
turing Industrial sector, it
should be suggested that the
Agricultural sector should be-
come an agent and a contri-
buting factor, force, to devel-
opment. There is a world food
shortage to-day, and this is a

challenge to world science and

thought. We are already in
the grip of rice shortage. Cey-
lon, with all the agricultural
facilities and tradition availa-
ble, has been one of the first
victims of this tragedy.

Agricultural  production,
should be expanded through a
combination of land reform
action, the provision of posi-
tive economic incentives, credit
and marketing, together with
an adequate education and
training programme for this

secior.. No one can wait for
food,

The rate’of growth in pro-
duction in developing coun-
tries, must be considered in
relation to the rate at which
the population is increasing.
In the last century, the popu-
lation pesition of these coun-
tries was relatively stable, their
birth and death rates being
equated at a high annual aver-
age of 4%, The introduction
of modern medical and hos-
pital services, making possible
a relatively even distribution
of food and eradication of
communicable diseases, re-
duced the death rate by 3%,
as a result, the rate of popu-
lation growth is 39,

Dilemma

Many countries in the world
to-day are in a dilemma, as to
whether, in theinterest of their
development and growth, they
need to elaborate a policy on
population trends related to a
policy with regard to employ-
ment. Employment availabi-
lity and facilities and the
growth and development of a
country, are reciprocal,

For most countries, plan-
ning strategy for development,
will depend on the realization
and operation of plans for
eéconomic development, in
terms of human resources po-
tential. Trained humap re.
sources, is low in developing
countries, and as such inade.

quacies in a key sector, retard
development.

Investment in  human re-
sources, especially in the sec-
tor of education, is of cardinal
significance to  economic
growth. Investment in educa-
tion brings returns, but the
gestation period is long: yet
itis pérmanent and has a cyl-
tural content, ;

It should be recognised that,
Education is both a produc-
tive factor and a consumption
factor. As a productive fac-
tor, it increases the producti=
vity of other agents of pro-
duction, and on a consump-
tion factor it forms an essen.
tial element in the levels of

( Continued on page 6)
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Modernising the Fishin

S

g Industry

The sixth meeting of the Central Board of Fisheries and the thirteenth meeting
of the Central Fisheries Research Council were held at Madras from 29th October
1966, The following is the inangural speech delivered by sri C, Subramaniam.

The importance of fish-
wealth, both as a source of
supplementary food to provide
the much-needed protein and
as a potential foreign-exchange
earner hardly needs any detail-
ed exposition, Fish product-
ion calls for determined effort
in several directions, The
development of fishing indus-
try involves the expansion of
not only infra-structure faci-
lities like communication,
storage and transport but also
the establishment of various
inter-related industries. Espe-
cially for marine fisheries, the
programmes relate to the de-
velopment of harbours, build-
ing of vessels, manufacture
of fishery equipment for in-
shore and offshore fishing and
an integrated programme for
processing, distribution and
marketing. Thisinvolves long-
term planning with a proper
perspective to bring about a
balanced development of the
different sectors of the fishing
industry and the other indus-
trial activities connected with
these programmes.

During Fourth Plan

In the Fourth Five-Year
Plan, it has now been propo-
sed to provide asum of Rs.
113 crores for the develop-
ment of fisheries. This amount
will have to be utilized with
the object of obtaining as
much fish as possible both for
internal consumption and for
exports. To achieve this ob-
jective, it 'may be necessary to

industry, the demand for fish-
ery equipment and fishing
boats will be on the increase.
The indigenous manufacturers
of marine diesel engines have
been progressively stepping up
their capacity for delivery of
larger number of engines and
are also taking steps to provide
servicing facilities. These ef-
forts will have to be stepped
up further. Ivhas also been
observed that the indigenous
ship-builders 2re now taking
interest in the building of fish-
ing boats. The Government
are taking steps to place orders
with the indigenous firms for
fishing boats of proven design.
With regard to exploratory
fishing programmes it is neces-

sary to take steps to import

two or three of the prototypes
of exploratory fishing boats
which have been found ‘suita-
ble by the Fisheries Technical
Mission for operation in condi-
tions existing in Indian waters.
after gaining experience, the
designs will have to be finalised
and further construction of
such boats for commercial
operations will be taken up.

[ understand that a com-
mittee has gone into the details
of the requirements of thenext
five years of fishery equipment

from indigenous sources and:

also of the possibility of ob-
taining the balance of require-
ments from abroad. Tt will
help streamline the production
activities of the industry, if the
recommendations of the com-

the industries where Govern-
ment or quasi-Government
authority is the main, source
of financing and credit. In
most developed countries, as-
sistance in the formof loans
and grants for fishing vessels,
processing plants, etc., remis-
sion of taxes on fuel and es-
sential items of equip =
finances for marketing, Capital
and marketing loans and the
like, are available for the fish-
ing industry besides services
like harbours, communication,
power and water-supply. It
is all the more important that
in a developing country like
ours that these facilitics are
afforded to the fishing indus-
try. Financial assistance in the
form of loans and subsidies
are proposed to be given by
the Government—for fishing
vessels, and other equipment,
processing piants, tramsport,
etc. This assistance will have
to be continued in view of the
special nature of the industry.
Itis also appreciated that the
incidence of duty on fuel is
high. The question of relief on
diesel oil has been taken up
and-certain relief has been ex-
tended for small fishing vessels.
Such relief is also being con-
gidered for larger fishing ves-
sels.

Credit for the fishing indus-
try and formation of co-op-
eratives areequally important.
Assistance will be available to
ancillary industries to some
extent through the Industrial
Finance Corporation and the

 Sri C. SUBRAMANIAM,
Union Minister for Food and Agriculture

lay greater emphasis on quick-
yielding productive schemes

and ancillary industries rather

than on programmes of a long-
term nature. But in this field
we cannot afford to neglect the
long-term requirements com-
pletely. Provision in the Plan
for the production of marine
fisheries is estimated to be of
the order of Rs. 52 crores; in-
land fisheries will take an in-
vestment of about Rs. 17
crores and the remaining Rs.
44 crores will be for program-
mes of research, training, pilot
schemes and the like,

1 am glad to note that during
the last year preliminary
surveys have been completed
in some of the major portsand
in a large number of selected
minor poris in the different
States. 1 am also happy to
note that the plans and esti-
mates are ready for the major
ports of Madras, Tuticorin
and Mangalore and that those
in respect of Bombay and Co-
chin likely to be ready shortly.
It is necessary to see that the
work on fishing harbours is
initiated early and completed
in two or three years’ time, sO
that the additional number of
mechanised fishing vessels and
trawlers to be introduced have
proper facilities for landing,
processing and distribution.
These facilities will assist in
the efficient handling of fish
for distribution and processing
on an industrial scale, leading
to reduction in production
costs.

Mechanisation

With the increasing tempo
of mechanisation of fishing
crafts and the introduction of
larger fishing vessels by the

mittee are borne in mind by
the various agencies and ar-
rangements made for making

gvailable the equipment from

indigenous sources and also by
advance planning of import of
the balance of requirements
from credit sources. Sucha
streamlined procedure would
assist in maintaining the tempo
of activity of bringing in ad-
ditional units of fish product-
jon in an organised and expe-
ditious manner.

Training for Fishermen

Additional units for training
for fishermen in the operation
of small mechanised fishing
boats have been established in
some of the States under the
Special Development Program-
mes. The Central Institute of
Fisheries Operatives has also
introduced two miore courses
and is taking up a new centre
in Madras this year and an
additional centre in Gujarat
next year. Appreciating the
need for providing training of
personnel at different levels,
great emphasis is being laid
on the training programmes
undertaken by the Central Ins-
titute of Fisheries Education,
the Central Institute of Fish-
eries Operatives, the proposed
Regional Fisheries Training
Centres of Inland Operatives
and the State Fishermen Train-
ing Centres. I would specific-
ally invite the attention of the
State Governments to antici-
pate the production program-
mes and the production units
and have their men trained in
the particular fields sufficiently
in advance, so that the fishing
vessels are put to use immedi-
ately they are constructed.

Fishing industry is one of

Agricultural Re-finance Cor-
poration. But it should be
admitted that the institutional
finance for the industry, parti-
cularly the processing units,
is not now available to the ex-
tent desired. Non availability
of institutional finance is due
to the structure of the existing
rules of the Reserve Bank of
India. The Central and the
State Governments have, how-
ever, a few schemes for financ-
ing such fisheries schemes as
the industry do not attractins-
titutional finance. It is neces-
sary to continue such financial
assistance till such time insti-
tutional finance becomes avai-
lable.

Finance

The Central Fisheries Cor-
poration was set up last year.
Its primary function has been
to organise supply of fish to
Calcutta. This Corporation is
also now taking up program-
mes connected with the supply
of fishery equipment and fish-
ing operations. Some of the
States have also established
State Fisheries Corporations
and some other States have
organised Apex Co-operatives
or Federations. These organ-
jsations should be comple-
mentary to each other. In view
of the fact that findnces are
provided by the State and the
Central Governments for the
development of fisheries, es-
pecially, those of productive
schemes it is equally the res-
ponsibility of the State Go-
vernments to fully back such
State and Central Fisheries
Corporations to achieve the
ends for which these institu-
tions have been established.
For instance, with the develop-

MEMBER EDUCATION
PROGRAMME

A well-attended Co-opera-
tive Member Education Pro-
gramme was conducted recent-
ly at the Sajaha Vidyalaya
Hall, Badulla, under the aus-
pices of the Uhala Uva Co-
operative District Union.

Incidentally this was the first
Programme in Member Edu-
cation of Estate Co-operative
Stores Societies conducted at
Badulla last year. 27 mem-
bers and employees from the
Estates Societies attended the
sessions.

The programme worked out
included Management, Book-
keeping, Co-operative Princi-
ples and Practices, Labour Re-
gulations and Food and Price
Control Regulations.

Amongst those who address-
ed the gathering were the A.
C.C.D. Badulla, Mr. Edgar
Fernando and the Labour Offi-
cer Mr. Denzil Fernando. The
classes were conducted by
Messrs. P. Vethakan, £. D. C.
Dassanayaka, M. W.J. Ku-
marasingha, G. B. Peramane
and B. R. Perera (HQI's).

The Vice-President of the
Uhala Uva Co-op. District
Union, Mr. M. M. S. B. Ga-
warammara, welcomed the
delegates and inaugurated the
sessions. :

PORT WORKERS
IDLE

No food ships havecalled
either at KKS or Jaffna for
the last 4 months. Port
workers and their families
have been badly hit asa
result.

ment of reservoir fisheries, it
should be possible to lay down
a policy that the fish from the
reservoirs and irrigation tanks
are supplied through co-oper-
atives, State Corporations or
Central Corporations on an
accepted system, so that the
fishermen reaps the full bene-
fit and at the same time the
consumer gets fish at a reason-~
able price without the middie-
men exploiting either the pro-
ducer or the consumer.

In organising a clearly de-
fined national fishery develop-
ment programme the State and
Central Governments have to
play an important role. It is,
therefore, extremely important
to consider how best the Go-
vernment services are staffed
and equipped to fulfil this res-
ponsibility. The Government
do undertake a very wide range
of activities in promoting the
fishery industry, particularly in
the fields of research, training
marketing and financing. The
need for an effective Govern=
ment Organisation, efficient
administrative system and im-
aginative procedural devices
can, therefore, be hardly over-
emphasised.

The Fourth Plan is now be-

- ing finalised and I am sure all

the State Governments would
give sufficient priority to pro-
ductive fisheries schemes and
to the essential services re-
quired for obtaining additional
fish production in the shortest
possible time. If important
production schemes are im-
plemented on a priority basis

 resulting in increased fish pro-

duction and export, it should
not be difficult to find addi-
tional finance for increasing
their activities.

Madras Information .

Development

Problem

{Continued from page 5)
living. These two aspects are
simultaneously complementary
and competitive. They are
complementary in the sense
that, all education is satisfy-
ing and that all education in-
creases, productivity in some
measure. They are competi-
tive in the sense that for ‘poor
countries’ the production func-
tion of education receives
more attention both in terms
of priorities between the differ~
ent levels of educational pyra-
mid, and between the ‘techni-
nical’ and ‘humanistic> con-
tent of education.

For the richer countries,
both the content and level of
education, reflect a relative
emphasis on its consumption
aspects.

Integral Part

Taking into account popu-
lation resources, other institu-
tional factors and the demand
for manpower in the different
sectors, it is possible, to plan
education as an integral part
of national, economicdevelop-
ment, to fulfil precise econo-
mi¢ and thereby social and
cultural objectives. This inte-
gration of education ip the
national economy makes it
possible fto break the vicious
circle, which characterises the
situation prevailing in devel-
oping countries —low income,
low productivity, leading again
to. low income.

This would open the way to
self-sustaining growth,

International co-operation
for purposes of development
is a reality to-day. There is a
shortage of capital needed for
training of manpower, in many
countries and public funds,
for economic development, are
being transferred from coun-
try to country.

The task of developing na-
tions to-day, is to imcrease
their investment potential and
their level of living.

All development and econo-
mic growth, form the basis of
human welfare in any society,
in any culture in which men
and women live. Education
is the pre-requisite, for devel-
opment and economic growth.

Education should be seem
both in a national perspective,.
and in an international pers-
pective.

1t is the source of all power.
T TS I SRR el 5

PRESIDENTS CONFER

A conference of Presidents
of MPCS Unions was held on
10-1-67 at the Jaffna Co-op.
Bank,

Matters connected with the
difficulties experienced by co-
operatives in the distribution
of essential articles of food to
consumers during the time of
the rice shortage, were dis-
cussed. Ways and means of
reinforcing Government effort
to step up the production of
essential and subsidiary food
crops were also explored.

‘A sub-committee was ap-
pointed to interview the DFC,
Jaffna in order to secure ade-
quate supplies of flour, cori=
ander, chillies and the like
which are in short supply, for
the co-operatives, and to en-
sure equitable distribution of
these items. The sub-com-
mittee will also advise co-ops.
on the concrete steps they
should take to promote the
Food Production Drive now
launched by the Government..
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bright Future
Predicted

He was confident that the

society had a bright future,
said Mr. K. S. Ponnuthurai,
ACCD Jaffna West, speaking
at the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Mathagal Centre
MPCS.
. Its success, stated Mr. Pon-
nuthurai, was due. to the fact
that its members were exem-
plary citizens. Thus evil could
not thrive there. It was a
model MPCS and they were
model co-operators.

He appealed to the members
to patronise the MPCS for all
their economic needs and not
seek the help of money-lend-
ers, private traders and others
opposed to the Co-operative
Movement. It was their duty
to persuade defaulters to pay
up their dues and also see to
it that no one defaulted in the
future.

Ordinary members, Mr.Pon-
nuthurai stressed, should not
think that only Committee
members need have an inti-
mate knowledge of the work-
ing of their society. All mem-
bers should strive to gain this
knowledge.

As the population was in-
creasing by leaps and bounds,
ke appealed to youths to join
the Food Production Army.
By cultivating uncultivated
lands they could increase their
incomes.

Co-operation was a panacea
for all our social and econo-
mic ills. Therefore, he con-
cluded, they should nurse their
society and tend it carefully.

Welcoming the guests, Mr.
S. Candiah, President, paid a
tribute to Mr. K. S. Ponnu-

- durai, ACCD Jaffna West, for

the invaluable services he had
rendered for the davelopment
of co-operative activities in
the area. Today if the finan-
cial position of the co-op. so-
cicties in the area was satis-
factory, it was due to the un-
tiring efforts of Mr. Ponnu-
durai. The President also enu-
merated the activities of the
society and outlined its pro-
gramme of action for this year.

Mr. P. Selvaretnam, Admin-
istrative Secretary NDCF and
Mr. E. R.P. Benjamin, Co-op.
Range Inspector, also address-
£d the gathering, Mr; P, Kan-
daswamy proposed the vote
of thanks.

The following were elected
to the Committee: Messrs. V.
Sellar, 8. Ramalingam, V. Vi-
nayagarajah, K, Nadarajah,
P, Kandaswamy and V. Mar-
kandu.

The Statement of Accounts
which was unanimously ad-
opted, showed that the society
had made a nett profit of
Rs, 13,502/87 cts.

Easse ey T )
'OFFICE-BEARERS
ELECTED

The following were elected
office-bearers of the Tholpu-
ram-Moolai Co-op Credict So-

«cieties Union:

Mr. M. Kanapathipillai
(President)
Mr. A. Ponnambalam
s (Vice-President)
Mr. E. Arumugam ;
(Secretary)
Mrr A, Veerasingham
(Asst. Secretary)
Mr. E. Thambiah, J.P.
(Treasurer)
Messrs. S. Kandaswamy,
J.P.,, N, Aiyathurai J.P., A,
Thigarajah and A. Muthucu-
maru, were elected Executive
Committee members.

Co-operative
Marketing

(Continued from page 2)
which co-operative marketing
can confer on small farmers,
it is unfortunate that it remain-
ed a neglected subject in India
until recently. The co-opera-
tive movement in this country
has been preoccupied largely
with credit, This was perhaps

inevitable in the background
of acute rural indebtedness.

In any case, other aspects of

the movement, particularly co-
operative marketing, remained
neglected. As late as 1951,
when the All-India® Rural
Credit Survey was carried out,
the general picture of the pro.
gress made in co-operative

_marketing was extremely bleak.

The situation was described
by the Rural Credit Survey
Committee as follows:—

“A very—very few fairly
successful co-operative mark-

“eting societies do exist in India;

some of these may be signi-
ficant pointers to the lines on
which future progress is poss-
ible; but, as at present contri-
bution towards bringing about
a system in which marketing
is by the cultivator and for the
cultivator, the part which they

- occupy in the total picture is

wholly insignificant. All the
co-operative marketing soci-
eties in India put together still
fail to catch one’s attention as
anything important; lacking in
this respect even that purely
numerical impressiveness
which on paper credit societies
manage to marshall between
themselyes.’

The Committee further no-
ticed that out of the 75 districts
surveyed, only five showed the
produce sold through co-ope-
ratives to have exceeded one
percent of thetotal sales to all
agencies. .

In the first five year Plan,
the need for the development
of co operative marketing side
by side with co-operative credit
was emphasised. However,
no specific targets in this re-
gard were laid down, and con-
sequently there was no planned
effort to strengthen or expand
co-operative marketing in the
First Plan Period. In the mean-
time, the Rural Credit Survey
Report highlighted the need
for an integrated development
of the co-operative structure,
The Report envisaged the grow.
th of co-operative marketing
societies at various levels, Tt
also recommended financial
assistance to co-operative ma-
rketing societies at the inital
stages, Such assistance was to
cover State participation in the
share capital, loan and subsidy
for godowns and subsidy for
managerial staff when the co-
operative societies were at the
formative stage.

In pursuance of the recom-
mendations of the Rural Credit
Survey Report, considerable
emphasis was laid on the deve-
lopment of co-operative mar-
keting in the Second plan, The
Planning Commission ob-
served:

*“The primary consideration
for the development of agri-
cultural marketing is to re-
organise the existing system as
to secure for the farmer his due
share of the price paid by the
consumer and subserve the
needs of planned development.
To achieve these objects. mal-
practices associated with buy-
ing and selling of agricultural
produce have to be eliminated,
arrangements made for the

efficient - distribution of mark~

etable surpluses from produ-
cing to consuming areas and
co-operative marketing devea

. cieties.

loped to the maximum exteny
possible. Rural marketing and
finance have to be integrated
through the development of
marketing and processing on
co-operative lines.”

Under the Second Five Year
Plan a net-work ef primary
marketing societies was esta-
blished. Against a target of
1800 marketing societies, as
many as 1869 societies were
organised/reorganised and State
partnered under the Second
Plan. This programme has been
further continued in the Third
plan and 520 new primary mar-
keting societies are likely to
be added by the end of the
Plan, ]t is thus expected that
by the end of the Third Plan all
important secondary markets
would be covered by market-
ing societies. Apart from these
territorially organised market-
ing societies, there are also
over 500 specialised commodity
marketing societies dealing in
cotton, arecanut, cocoanut,
fruit and vegetables, tobacco,
etc.

‘Along with the development
of the structure at the primary
level, the higher tiers of co-
operative marketing structure
were also built up under the
Five Year Plans. The higher
tiers now consist of about 152
district level marketing soci-
eties, 21 State marketing so-
cieties, 21 State marketing so-
cieties, onestate fruitand vege-
table federation and one
National Federation. In .ad-
dition, there is a regional Fe-
deration for Plantation Crops,

(To be Continued)

‘Opposition
Essential’

_Opposition is always essen-
tial for the growth of an insti-
tution said Mr. M. Mathibala-
singham, ACCD Jaffna East,
speaking at the Annual Gener-
al Meeting of the Thenma-
radchy East MPCS Union.

Continuing, he said that the
democratic way of economic
development was only possi-
ble through the co-ops. As
all members were equal, every-
one had the right to criticise.
But, of course, the criticism
should be constructive, Only
if we were aware of our
defects, could we rectify them.
It was the duty of the com-
mittee to heed criticisms of-
fered by members.

Mr. Mathibalasingham emp-
hasised that every co-op. so-
ciety should try to be finan-
cially stable. The Co-op.
Bank should be in a position
to meet the requirements of
societies.

He stressed the importance
of a Savings scheme for so-
Savings meant that
there was more capital for
expansion. We may not realise
the benefits of a Savings
Scheme now but it would be-
come apparent in the long run,
A campaign should be launch-
ed to inaugurate Savings
Schemes in all societies, If
societies failed to do this they
would be harming their mem-
bers.

Mr. Mathibalasingham also
peinted out that only depend-
able and honest employees
should be appointed and there
should be strict supervision.
Steps should be taken to pre-
vent frauds. Cash should be
deposited in the Bank and
there should be effective Stock
and Cash control.

The future welfare of the
country depended on the Co-
operative Movt. said Mr. A.J.
Wijayaratnam, Vice-President,

in his address.
tors should strive to make our
land a model of co-operation.
For this, it was essential that
they eradicate all the defects
in the Movt. - Their Union
had existed for 7 years and

‘they should nurse it carefully

in the future. He appealed
to all affiliated societies to ex-
tend their fullest co-operation
and support for the progress
of the Union.

‘Mr. M. Ganapathipillai
(NDCF representative) com-
plimented the Union on the

All co-opera-

good work it had dome. I
should take steps to stand on
its own legs withous} depend-
ing on outside support.

Mr. P. Selvaretnam (Ad.
Sec. NDCF) also spoke. Mr.
K. Saravanamuttu proposed
the vote of thanks. :

The following were elected
office-bearers : Messrs. T. Sub-
ramaniam (President), J. R,
Rajaratnam (Vice-President).

It was resolved that the
Union should establish a Wea v-
ing Centre and also deal in
bardware.
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EARN AN EASY
RS, 150/~ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs, Pillow Cases,
Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

Available in lovely designs and enchanting colours at

Jaffna Co-operative Textile

Societies Union,
16, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA.

VU

i b

Jaffna Supply Station Vahuppu Workers

Co-operative Labour Society Ltd,
No. 10, 1st CROSS STREET, = —

First Co-operative Labear Society
to be
Registered in Jaffna.

CONTRACT UNDERTAKEN :
Handling and Transport in Jaffna Govt. Supply Station,
* Stevedoring in Cargo ships.
Bottling of Arrack in Excise Warehouse.
Transport of Food Stuffs between Supply Stations.

JAFFNA.

‘Phone : 896,

4

THE THENMARADCHY |
M. P.C. £, UNION LTD.

Visit our Hardware Section for your
requirements of Building Materials.

We deal in :

ZAITOON BRAND ROOFING TILES,
ELEPHANT BRAND ASBESTOS SHEETS,
HOUSEHOLD ARTICLES, TEXTILES, TRUCK -
& CAR TYRES, LOTUS BICYCLE TYRES, ETC.

Eandy Road,
Chavakachcheri,

&

THE JAFFNA
CO-OP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD.

PAID UP SHARE CAPITAL Rs. 191,495-00
STATUTORY RESERVES s 234,935-66
OTHER RESERVES »» 368,373-32

i
FIXED DEPOSITS
Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is paid
at the rate of 1%, 2%, and 3% respectively. On Deposits
for 5 years and over and on Deposits for 10 years and
over the rates are 33% and 4% respectively.

SAVINGS DEPOSITS :
Interest at the rate of 237/ is allowed on Savings Deposits.
Arrangements can be made to withdraw monies from this
account daily.

PAWN BROKING

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. The Rate of
interest charged is 9%. Repayment by instalments is
allowed,

Branches':
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—Point Pedro—
Chavakachcheri—Chankanai—Kayts—

/ Vali East (Averangal).
;://k"‘“ Head Office :

58, MAIN ETREET, JAFFNA.
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A POWERFUL FORCE
FOR DEVELOPMENT

“My one wish is to see that
the Co-operative Movement,
which sustained the country
during the war-torn years, be-
comes a powerful force ‘in the
development of the country-
We must overcome all obsta-
cles that stand in our way to-
wards achieving this object-
ive."

This was said by Sir Albert
Peries, Speaker of the Houge
of Representatives, when he
opened the retail store of the
Pitigal Korale Co-operative
Society recently.

He said that the Co-opera-
tive Movement was the only
weapon to fight the black-
market as the people had a
direct hand in the sale and
distribution of goods. It was
a people's movement to ensure
that there was no room for the
anti-national blackmarketeer.

He added that the responsi-
bility of providing an adequate
supply of goods to the conpsu-
mer at fair prices lay with
those who mapaged co-oper-
ative.stores.

The highest priority, he said,
should be given to improving
and developing the Co-oper-
ative Movement as it would
lead to economic rebabilitation
of the country.

Mr. D.A.P. Kahawita, Presi-
dent of the Co-operative Stores
Union, recretted that the Co-

~gperative Movement in Ceylon
had not developed to the ex-
tent that it should have owing
to corrupt officials. ;

CWE RETAIL SHOPS NOT
TO BE HANDED OVER

The Co-operative Wholesale
Establishment has decided not
to hand over any more of its
retail shops to Multi-purpose
Co-operative Sccieties Unions.

Last year, oo a ministerial
directive, the CWE decided
that the number of retail shops
should be systematically re-
duced. A total of 134 retail
shops were run by the CWE.
The CWE board earmarked
80 of these either for closure
or to be handed overto MPCS
Unions. Fifty of them were
handed over.

The Ministry of State,
which is now in charge of the
CWE, has directed that no
more retail shops be handed
over to Co-ops.

==() From: C.K. RAJENDRA

LAWS TO PUNISH
ERRANT MPCS UNIONS

The Government has decid-
ed to introduce legislation to
deal with errant MPCS Unions.

The CWE Security Service
has, during the last two years,
detected 25 co-ops- selling their
quota of essential foodstuffs to
private traders. Thesesocieties
were reported to the Commis-
sioner of Co-operative Devel-
opment and were blacklisted
by the CWE,

CALL FOR PUBLIC
CO-OPERATION

Mr. Palitha Weeraman,
Commissioner of Co-operative
Development, appealed for the
wholehearted support and co-
operation of the public for the
Co-operative Movement at the
ceremonial opening of a bnild-
ing put up by the Papadura
Multi-purpose Co-operative
Society Ltd. The building,
which is situated at Janapriya
Mawatha, cost the society
Rs. 45,000,

Deploring political differen-
ces in the movement, he said
that to ensure a sound co-op-
erative system politics should
be scrupulously avoided.

Mr: Edmund Wijesuriya,
MP for Maskeliya and Presi-
dent of the. Co-operative Fe-
deration of Ceylon, said that
the movement wasa way of
life. Honesty, efficiency and
patriotism were essential pre=
requisites for the success of
the movement.

FARM BROADCASTS FOR
RURAL AUDIENCE

The Rural Advisory Com-
mittee of AH-India Radio,
Tiruchi, which recently discus-
sed the impact of special farm
broadcasts, has recorded its
appreciation of the success of
these broadcasts in the last
thiee months, it is reported.

They were patticularly im-
pressed by the suoccess stories
which were a regular feature
of this service and which had
activised listening among the
rural people, especially among
the farmers.

It was pointed out that since
the introduction of the farm
broadcasts, projection among
the rural folk of agricultural
activities and operation could
be placed on a systematic
basis with the astorance that
it would reach and influence
listeners to take to more pro-
ductive methods.
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Letter to the Editor

The Life of Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan

Dear Sir,

The Principal of Chavakach-
cheri Hindu College, Mr. M.
Viyathilingam has endeavour-
ed to write a comprehensive
Volume in English running
into about 500 pages on the
life of Sir Ponnambalam Ra-
manathan.

This script is now with the
printers and it is proposed to
bring out about 3,000 copies of
this volume in tie.fiTst in-
stance. The task would in-
volve a cost of Rs. 20,000/«
and the Author is prepared to
contribute half the cost. In
the circumstances, it is pro-
posed to call for voluntary
contributions from Institu-
tions and individuals to help
in the publication of theabove
volume, Those interested are
requested to communicate
with the Secretary, Ponnam-
balam Ramanathan Publica-
tion Committee, Vivekananda
Society, Colombo— 13,

Yours sincerely,
M. K. KANAGENDRAN,
(Eelaventhan)
Secretary.

Death of a Co-operator

Mr. S. Lionel Fernando, a
veteran co-operator, died re-
cently.

Am old boy of St. Sebastian’s
College, Moratuwa, Mr, Fer-
nando very early took an in-
terest in co-operative work.
The Panadura Craftsmen’s Co-
operative Society which he
founded will remain a worthy
tribute to his memory.

At the time of his death he
was an office-bearer in various
co-operative institutions,

Soccer Competition

The Soccer Competition for
the Apothecariecs Challenge
Cup will commence in the lat-
ter part of this month. Entries
will close on Tuesday 17th Ja-
nuary 1967 at 12-00 noon. All
entries should be addressed to
Mr. N. Mahendrarajah, Hony,
Secretary, J.F.A. Education
Dept., Jaffna.

The draw for the competi-
tion will be held at Jaffna Cen-
tral College on 17-1-63 at
5 p.m.

Declaration
Commemorated

The declaration of Poya
Days as Public Holidays was
commemorated at Sri Naga
Vihare, Jaffna, on 8-1-67. Mr,
Vernon Abeysekera, Govern-
ment Agent, Jaffna hoisted the
National and Buddhist flags
at the temple premises. In the
afterncon there was a public
meeting presided over by the
Goyvernment Agent,

S S B
ARALY SEMINAR

Forty delegates were present
at the seminar of. the Araly
multi-purpose co-operative so-
cieties. Messrs. M. Ganapa-
thipillai, NDCF representative,
S. Linganathan and K, Siva-
gurunathan (Co-op. Inspec-
tors) were also present and
participated in the discussions.
The importance of a Savings
Scheme for Co-op. societies
was emphasised during the
discussions.

Gtie Loc

Surveyed
STEPPING ON THE JUICE

Mr., Vernon Abeysekera,
G.A. has personally taken
charge of the crash food pro-
duction programme in Jaffna.
A food production branch has
been set up under his wings
and he will spearhead the food
production drive with the en-
tire field staff drawn from the
Agrarian Services Dept., the
Irrigation, Dept.» the Agricul-
ture Dept., Village Colonisa-
tion Officers and others. The
D.R.O’s will co-ordinate the
work at divisional level. Even
the Education Dept. is to be
drawn into the scheme. Cir-
cuit Inspectors will be co-opted
to the Divisional Agricultural
Associations to mobiliseschool-
children. .

The emphasis hereafter will
be on the cultivationof cerealss
pulses, yams, mapioc and kar=
akkan. Sweet potatoes- are to
be cultivated in sandy areas
like Thenmaradchy district.
The Agrarian Services Dept,
will grant medium-term loans
to cultivators for perimeter
fencing. The idea is to prevent
cattle from straying into fields
and eating up the crops. These
loans will have to be repaid in
5 years.

At the emergency meeting
of the District Agricultural Co-
ordinating Committee suom-
moned by the G.A. on the 2nd
January, the Deputy Director
of Agriculture stated that food
crops could profitably be grown
during the off season on 4,000
acres of land (presently under
tobacco cultivation) in Vada-
maradchy, Vali East and Vali
West. He also suggested that
ground-oput cultivation would
be very profitable as there was
a very big demand for ground-
nuts,

During the coming Maha
season, 6000 additional acres
of land under the Irannamadu
Scheme are to be brought un-
der the plough. I learn that
owing to bad weather condi-
tions, nearly 3000 acres of land
which had been sown had to
be abandoned: The authori-
ties have given a guarantee to
the cultivators that water from
Irannamadu will be made
available to them till the end
of March.

The G.A. and the D.A.E O.
will soon be visitingall D.R.O's
divisions to meet members of
Agricultural Associations as
soon as the planting programme
for the season is finalised.
These meetings are expected
to take place somewhere in
early February-

On paper all this sounds
very attractive I'm sure. Let
us wait and see what the per-
formance turns out like.

RABIES ON THE INCREASE

There have been a number
of deaths from hydrophobia in
Jaffna lately. The reason is
that most people just dont
bother about getting an anti~
rabies injection after a dog-
bite (incidentally, a local daily
reported recently that a person
who had gone to the Hospital
to get an anti-rabies injection
was asked to go away and
come later). The authorities
should get about the task of
seizing and destroying stray
dogs in earnest, and also insist
on dog-owners getting their
pets innoculated.

al Scene

by RAJ
SORRY, NO FLOUR

The Govt, has wvirtually
decreed ‘that we should eat
more flour and less rice. But
what’s happening here is that
flour is as hard to get as dried
chillies and coriander. The
price of rice has sputnicked up
so that the less well-to-do have
to make do with flour. Bnt
even that is either unavailable
or available only at higher
prices. It i¢ at times like this
when one begins to wonder
whether hoarders and black-
marketeers should not be given
short shrift, as in totalitarian
countries.

ALL’S WELL THAT
ENDS WELL

The tussle between the pri--
vate contractor and the Muni.
cipal Council has been settled
by the arbitrator appointed to
gointo the dispute. So Jafina
will have a super- market after
all, 1t is reported that this
will even be bipger than the
Kandy market, One wonders
whether there should be all
this emphasis on super-colossal
buildings.

DILAPIDATED BUILDINGS

Patrons of a well-known

cafe in the heart of the town &

had a scare recently when the =
roof of the store room caved in
with & noise like thunder.
Fortunately there was no one
in the room at the time. It is
time the Municipality invoked
the law against landlords whe
dont keep their buildings in |
good repair.

DISCRIMINATION ?

The CWE seems to be dis-
criminating against the Co-
operative Movement here. In
the matter of textiless coriand-
er and other items, the Jaffna
MPCS Union is getting much
less than the private trade.
Surely a funny way of foster-
ing the Co-op Movt.

FIRST BIRTHDAY

The Jaffna Literary Circle
is one year old: to celebrate
its first birthday it held a
meeting and also published
a souvenirs The new president
is Mr. A.T. Ponnuthurai who
won an Arts Council Prize re=
cently for a one-act play.

e
SEMINAR

A seminar of the Urumpirai-
Urelu Multi-purpose Co-oper-
ative Societies was held re-
cently at the Urumpirai M. P.
C.S, hall. Mr. V. Nalliah
presided. Messrs. M. Rama«
nathan, S. Linganathan, K.
Mahalingam  (Co-operative
Inspectors), P, Selvaratnam
and M. Ganapathypillai (N D
C F representatives) particip-
ated in the discussions.

The value of shares, the
need for share capital, the
qualifications an ex®cutive
committee member should
possess, the functions of the
oxecutive committee, . the
amendment of by-laws, a Sav-
ings Scheme — these were
among the main topics dis-
cussed.
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