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COMMENTARY

THE HERITAGE THAT BINDS US
TOGETHER

Searching for a philosophy of education that
would provide the elements of unity and continuity,
the classic Harvard Report General Education in a
F'ree Soctety discovers it in a sense of heritage:

Our society, like any society, rests on common beliefs
and a major task of education is 10 perpetnate them.

The true task of education is so to reconcile the sense of
‘pattern and direction deriving from heritage with the sense
of experiment and innovation deriving from science thas
they may exist fruitfully together.

The National New Year should remind us that
this country possesses something of a common heritage
and that there is a fundamental cultural unity that
pervades life from Point Pedro to Dondra Head. It
will not do to rest our nationhood on the natural unity
arising from our geography or the administrative
unification imposed on us by Britain. We would do
well to pick elements from the legacies of oar his-
tory in order to build the mental homogeneity that
is the essence of nationhood. It will not do either
to take these elements for granted; we need to arti-
culate them asa conscious common possession,
cherish and preserve, enrich and pass on to our chil-
dren. Not least, the need to enrich and renew so as
to adapt what we have inherited to suit the new age
before us. Itis in this wise that our heritage will
bind us and the generations together.

That message of our past, its crowning glory a
spirit of tolerance unequalled elsewhere, should read :
Many traditions, one History! four religions, one
People! two languages, one Voice! Was it not
a witness to this spirit of catholic comprehension
the great medieval pirivena of Totagamuwa which
provided “instruction for Buddhists and Hindus, cle-
rical and lay, in all the knowledge of the time, the
Buddhist Canon and the four Vedas, the languages
studied including Pali and Sanskrit, Sinhalese and
Tamil” ? Did not the courts of Kotte and Kandy,
as documents witness, reflect a f{riendly inter-
communal atmosphere and the free use of Sinhalese
and Tamil to transact state affairs? Why, the co-
mingling of peoples and cultures has resulted in what
one may aptly call the evolution of the Ceylon Man
composite of many races, and a Ceylonese outlook
whose individuality is marked off from that of the
original Indian homeland.

It belittles this heritage as it denies our nation-
hood when, with current stakes in group prej-
udice, historians substitute a collection of group
legends for a composite History of Ceylon where all
communities are treated as equal and their contribu-
tion vital to the story of the nation. It belittles
the heritage of Lanka when archaeologists dig for
finds to prove that this culture or that faith was
here or there and not dig elsewhere for other parts of
the same heritage. One longs for the day when Cey-
lon will bave a National Library that will assemble
every Ceylonese publication and manuscript and
adorn its walls with a gallery of portraits of writers of
all persuasions and language groups who have made
any contribution to the nation’s thought. An obli-
gation too for those who design our postage stamps
to ensure that every facet of the country’s beauty
andeachievements i1s wafted across foreign lands.
Undoubtedly, those politicians betray the country

- who derive their fatherland in a caste or communal
group rather than in the nation as a whole. Like-
wise, those public servants lack loyalty to the entire
nation who are not pledged to deal fairly with all
citizens, each in his own language.

At the National New Year Lanka.Matha beck-

ons to all her children to belong together, the inheri-
tors of a heritage undivided and a future undivided.
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C. E, Godakumbura
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Federation Presses for Relie

The Cooperative Federation of Ceylon has urged the Food Commissioner
to remove the impediments to the *“‘smooth working of the Food Distribution
Scheme through the Cooperatives and arrange to grant them due relief”.

The President of the Federation Mr. Edmund Wijesuriya, M.P. has drawn
the attention of the Food Commissioner to the intolerable difficulties encount-
ered by Cooperative Wholesale Unions and Retail Societies which are finding
it almost impossible to carry on with “all the handicaps standing in their way”.

We give below the full text
of the memorandum submitted
to the Food Commissioner by
a delegation from the Coop-
erative Federation :

The Food Commissioner,
Food Department,
Colombo.

Dear Sir,

Distribution of Rice and Flonr

I give below a few matters
which are the subject of seri-
ous complaints from Coopera-
tive Wholesale Unions and
Retail Societies. The adverse
effects on Societies and Unions
of these difficulties have now
become intolerable and they
have asked the Federation to
make representations to Gov-
ernment and obtain for them
due and necessary relief as
they cannot carry on any fur-
ther with these handicaps
standing in their way.

The Federation would there-
fore request you very earnestly
to give serious thought to these
impediments to the smooth
working of the Food Distri=
bution Scheme through the
Cooperatives and arrange to
grant them due relief,

Thanking you for the fav-
our.

Yours faithfully,

Segd. Edmund Wijesoria, M.P.,
President.

Representations made by Coop
Societies and Unions regarding
Distribotion of Rationed
Subsidiary Foodstufis

1. Inordinate delay in pay-
ment of transport and handl-
ing charges on the distribution
of rice on ration. This is now
a universal complaint. Socie-
ties and Unions work on Bank
Overdrafts and they have to
pay interest on monies So
blocked at the Kachcheries.
They want prompt settlement
of these dues.

2. Inadequacy of transport
and handling charges now paid,
It does not leave any margin
of profit—but in most cases
Societies incur a loss in han-
dling this rice distribution.
They want at least an increase
of one cent on a pound of rice.

3, Transport and handling
charges paid to Cooperatives
and Authorised Dealers in re-
mote areas where transport
facilities are thoroughly inade-
quate arenot at all commen-
surate with the amounts spent
by them. For such areas the
rates paid should be based on
distance and difficulties in-
volved. In several areas rice
and flour has to be transported
in head loads. Regarding these
transport and handling charges

they point out that since these
rates were fixed by F.C., the
costs of transport and salaries
of employees have gone up for
various reasons well known to
everybody.

4. Owing to inadequacy of
the gunny weight allowances
in rice, very often about % of
a pound is found short in each
bag. This shortage is still
more where rice is issued in
old and worn out gunnies. A
little more increase in the gun-
ny weight allowance and the
use of Grade I gunnies only
for bagging rice is called for.

5. Very often rice with a
high percentage of refraction
containing paddy seeds, tiny
pebbles and black grains are
issued ; sometimes rice wnen
cooked gives ous a bad odour.
Issue of such rice on a free
gift brings the Government
into disrepute. If Government
keeps a proper check on Rice
Millers to make sure that they
give back rice from paddy
actually given to them this
situation can be avoided.

6. Repeated = shortage in
bags of flour—about 8 to 10
Ibs. short. Flour issued in
slender bags is subject to lot
of wastage in handling and
transport and the shortag: in
these bags is greater,

7. Government supply sta-
tions do not weigh. these bags
when issued to Wholesale Uni-
ons but merely gives by the
bag. Societies and Authorised
Dealers want them weighed

before issue but Unions are
unable to do so as they do not
get them after weighing, The
demand is for the Government
Supply Station to weigh and
issue these bags according to
correct weight.

8. Often poor quality flour
is issued and consumers de-
cline to buy such varieties of

_flour and the Unions and So-

cieties have to bear heavy los-
ses on such unsold quantities
of flour. What they call Italian
Flour isa very poor quality
flour.

9. Gazette Notices regard-
ing the fixing and revision of
controlled prices of foodstuffs
take sometime to regch ' the
Unions and Societies in rural
areas. Some method of in-
forming them of these changes
more expeditiously should be
devised.

10. It so happens thatsome-
times unpopular varicties of
rice like white rice, coarse un-
polished rice continueto be is-
sued in an area for quite a
long time. Popular and un-
popular varieties of rice should
be issued in quick rotation.

11. Although the Poya Holi-
days were iniroduced in place
of sundays the practice of is-
suing rice on Mondays of
every week continues. Owing
to this arrangement if the Poya
Holiday falls on a Monday,
Societies have to pay their em-
ployees Holiday Pay (two days

(Continued on page 8)
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We pay our reverent homage to the memory of

MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Nobel Peace Laureate. His leadership of the crusade for

equal civil rights for all fellow
Americaps, his espousal of the
cause of the Vietnamese peo
ple, and his vawavering dedi
cation to the Christian-Gan
dhian gospel of love, sealed &
with his own life on 4th April ¢
1568, places him beside the
great men of history,

Referring to the ideal of
freedom and buman digaity,
Dr. King often quoted Victor
Hugo, there is nothing more
powerfual in all the world than ap ideal whose time has come,
A century ago Abrabam Lincoln called the American people §
to be faithful to their creed that all wen are born equal. Inj§
our time Mahatwa Gandhi placed the ideal before his people £
and people everywhere, Surely the time for the realization
of that ideal has arrived with the martyrdom of one who com- |
bined in him the fervour of Lincoln and the compassion of §
the Mahatma. '




THE COOPERATOR

THREE KESARIS

EELAKESARI

1 did not offer Tami forany
public examination although
by the time I had reached th.e
Cambridge Senior form Tamil
counld bave been offered. Itis
difficult to think back to the
causes that influenced my
decision in this regard half 2
ceatury ago. Probably my
boyish enthusiasm for English
and my reasonable proficiercy
in both English and Latin had
something to do with my in-
difference to Tamil during this
period.

It was only after I had
gradnated and settled down to
teaching at Jaffna College that
1 took to the study of Tamil,
My philosophy of Language
study is summed up in the
Tamil adage — swFsps
werrip s@airer. (Read whatever
comes your way and you be-
come a scholar). Anyway
that is how I learnt English
and Tamil. Unconsciously you
absorb patterns of structure,
idioms, nuances of style; your
ear catches rhythms and above
all your memory stores a
vocabulary. So when I decided
to acquire a measure of com-
petence and fluency in Tamil,
1 bought some Tamil books,
not school text-books, but the
classics. Believe it or not, the
first books into which | plunged
my teeth were Kam a Kama-
‘yanam, Kanthapuranam and
Swami Vedachalam's com-
mentary on the earlier portions
of Tiruvachagam. There were
two of us committed to this
adventure—the late Mr. J- C,
Amarasingham was the othber.
Naturally the going was heavy.
It was this newly begotten
passion for Tamil that brougnt
me into contact with N. Pon-
niah who was then a book-
seller at Chunnakam. Unpless
I am mistaken, it was the only
place where one could buy the
books I wanted. In process
of time I could get the book
when I wanted it and pay when
1 feit like it.

Before long, Ponniah and I
had become fast friends deeply
involved in each other’s lives
and ventures, The publication
of the first issue of the Eela-
kesari in June 1930 is a signi-
ficant episede in the recent
history of Ceylon. A few years
before this date there .bhad
sprung up in Jaffna a radical
youth movement with an am=
bitious programme of National
Upity, political emancipation
and social justice: Theie was
no tormal alfiliation between
the Youth Congress and Eela-
kesari, But throughout its
entire existence, it held fast to
the ideals the Youth Copgress
sought to propagate. Although
Ponniah was editor in pame,
with the printing press and its
publications, the bookshopand
his public activities in his
village and elsewhere, the
actual task of editing bad
to te delegated — Sivapatha-
sunderam (Sivam) and Ariya-
ret 2m (Ariam) who ae various
stages shouldered the respon-
sibilities of writing and editing,
were yeuvg meu who bad
caught the temper of the times
apd chered in full Ponniah’s
socisl and polivical philosophy.
Eelokesari was the first secular
paper ip Jaffna and 85 a rule
av ded sectaiian controversy.
Qut«tanding  scholars like
Swami Vipulananda, Vidwan

Ganesha Iyer, Fr.Gpanapra-
kasar, Proctor V. Kumara-
SWaMmY, M. Ramalingam,
Pundit Kanapathipillai, Pundit
K. P. Retnam (present M. P.
for Kilinochchi) wrote on
learned themes like linguistics,
bistory, grammar, folk-lore.
Ambalavanar, elder son of
Kuomaraswami Pulavar, often
wrote the leaders and contri-
buted special articles.

But to me its most fruitful
role was that it provided a
forum for creative talent which
up to then had lacked encour-
agement and opportunity. Its
pages carried serialised novels,
short stories, plays, poems,
reviews of books, that both
broke fresh ground and drew
inspiration and content from
the contemporary scene and
impioged upon the readers by
the immediacy of their appeal
and their relevance to the
times, Many npames which
have since becomes household
words to Tamil readers of fic-
tion and poetry made their
detnts in the pages of the
Eelakesari: Ilankayar Kone,
Chu Ve (# Ga), Kanaga
Senthinathan, M. Chelliah (Al-
vai), E. Nagarajan, S. Vyti-
lingam, Murugaiyan, Navat-
kuli Naedarajan and a score of
others, who have their fans
among the young and not so
youpg among lovers of Tamil
letters, cut their litgrary wis-
dom teeth thanks to the
Eelckesari and its percipient
I’roprietor and Editors, Soma-
sunthara Pulavar lent distinc-
tion to its pages by his contri-
butions in verse and prose. In
South India they speak of a
Manikodi peried or school
(veefidQarp s @ep) as a land-
mark in the Literary Renais-
sarce of Tamil Nadu. This
period or school takes its name
from a rpublication called
Manikodi among whose contri-
butors who rose to fame as
creative writers were V,
Ramasamy (=- N-_) Putbhumai
Pittan (4@ @wd 82s4),
Pitchamurii (9¢#@57), Ka
Naa Subramapiam (&. ar. &0
Sswefluns), The Eelakesari
writers can be regarded as the
Ceylon counterpart of this
school of ipnovaters. The
names of the Eelakesarischool
and other contributors were
picked at random from
memory.

Its political alignments were
with the Youth Congress. K.
Navaratnpam (Kalai Pulavar),
T. N. Subbiah, M. S. Elaya-
tamby, S C. Chithambarapa-
thap, T- C. Rajaratnam, S. R,
Kapaganayagam, C. Subra-
maniam, M. Kathiravelu, A.E.
Tamber P. Nagalingam, Sam
Sabapathy, K. Nesiah who
were the leading lights of the
Congress were Ponniah's per-
gonal friends and political
allies, The leader of a politi-
cal party to whom tbe Cong-
rese and its doings were ana-
thema is said to have cere-
monially cremated a particular
issue of the Eelakesari at
Keerimalai and committed the
ashes to the waters of the sea.

KESARI

Ponpiah and Sivapathasun-
daram once cherished an am-
bitious project of . publishing
three papers in Jaffoa: a Tamil
daily, a Sinhalese weekly, and
English weekly. 1t was in
pursuance of this project that
the Kesari was launched as an

Enpglish weekly. Since 1 was
Honerary Editor from the day
of its birth, naturally I know
more about it. It was a so-
cio political weekly with a
national and pationalistic out-
look doing battle for national
unity, pational independence
and social egalitarianism. At
least to my not impartial
judgement, its contents had a
little more ginger than those
of the Eelakesari, 1Its contri-
butorsrepresented a wide spect-
rum of progressive thought,
M. Balasundaram and K.
Nesiah wera of the Youth
Congress persvasion. V. Sit-
tampalam was L.S.5.P. P,
Kandiah and S. K. Kandiah
were C.P.S.P. Amarasingham
also probably had C. P. lean-
ings then. V. Kandiah (now of
Thalayali) wrote' brilliant
Book Reviews.

I bad the good fortunme to
be assisted by a highly com-
petent sub-editor in C. Thurai-
rajasingham. I do not know
where he picked up the expert-
ise of newspaper production.
He koew gll about format,
par-graphing, headlines, dis-
tribution of material, For
every single iscue he prepared
a dummy and sent it to me
in good time tor my approval.
Being wholly unversed in
these mysteries, I could only
approve. Nesiah took over
from me for a short while
when 1 was eogaged ina par-
liamentary combat. Nobody
noted any change.

Its life was short but uot
inglorious. Among its admirers
were such widely differing per-
sonalities as Yogar Swami
who would often drop in at
the press and buy 2 copy for
10 cents, recisting all efforts
by the press people to make
him a free gift. Dr. E.V. Rat-
nam, who occasionally gave a
donation in addition to his
subscription, Dr. Colvin R de
Silva who wrote personally to
the Editor complimenting the
papers Mr. R. R. Crosette
Thambyah who being impres-
sed by a copy which fell into
his hands by chance sent an
unsolicited subscription. But
heart-warming as these ezx-
pressions of appreciation were,
no paper could pay its bills
from such discriminating ap-
plause alone.

CEYLON’S KESARI

Prof, T.P. Meenakshi Sun-

daram, Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Mathurai, des-
cribed Pooniah as Lanka's
Lion (Fipé &é& @s&dl), Fear-
less and venturesome though
he was, and moving with ease
and confidence with the high-
est in the land, Ponniah never
succumbed to the allurements
of urban life. Graduation to
the metropolis is the besetting
sin of rural boys who make
goods An urban establish-
ment is the ultimate proot of
haviog arrived. But Ponniah
preferred to spend his time
z2nd money and energies in the
comparatively unknown bam-
let where he and his forebears
were born, He brought urban
amenities to Kurumbacitty-
good metalled roads, a dispen-
sary, & flourishing community
centre, a senior secondary
school, are among Ponniah’s
memorials that have given
Kurumbacitty a refreshingly
new look.
Note: Kesari (Lion) was the
name of a Marathi paper run
by B.G. Tilak in his campaign
for Indian Independence.
Whether the naming of the
Eelakesari was influaenced by
this association, I do not
know. I do know however
that in naming the Kesari, this
association was decisive,

‘and Ceylon.
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Antiquity, Culture & Civilization
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of the Ceylon Tamils

No historian wil' dispute
the fact at the pres. it day that
the earliest inhabitants of
Ceylon were Dravidians, toat
is to say Tamilians. The term
Dravidian to designate all
those who speak Tamil and
its dialects such as Kanarese,
Telugu, Malayalam &c., as
their native tongue, was coined
and popularised by Bishop
Caldwell in the last century
from the Sapskrit form Dra-
mila or Dravida for Tamil,

Unimpeachable Evidence

There was a time when the
Dravidians occupied the whole
of India and Ceylon which
then formed part of the sub-
continent. For the Tamil oc-
cupation of North India, un-
impeachable evidence was re-
cently brought to light by
excavations in the Indus val-
ley. Thereis no doubt now
that before the advent of the
Aryans into Punjab. some two
thousand years B C., the
Dravidians, the inheritors of
an ancient civilisation repre-
sented by the Sumerians and
the Egyptians of old, w re the

s

belong to the distinctive Sin-
haless vocabulary or words
derived from Palil or Sanskrit.
These indeed show later Sin-
halese domination in the
North but the older names
point to the earlier Dravidian
occupation.

But, how did the Sinbalese
come into a land always occu-
pied by the Tumils? It may
be surprising to many to hear
that, historically speaking, the
sinhalese did not come to
Ceylon from outside but were
made locally out of the older
inhabitants, the Tamils. It is
not that the T'amils were trans-
formed into Sinhalese over=
night ; the change was gradual
and took centuries as in the
case of origioal Tamils turn-
ing Kanarese, Telugus and
Malay :Jies. It was not dialetic
corruption alone that account-
ed f r the differentiation of
Kanarese or Telugu from
Tamil but chicfly their gradual
intermingling with the north-
ern Inco-Aryan laugu ges. So
too, Sinhalese was formed
from the old 1)cal dialects by
combining with Magadhi from

by REV. FR. S, GNANAPIR GASAR

undisputed masters of India
The Aryen
migration into India result-
ed, on the one hand, in
absorbing and being
absorbed by the mixed
peoples who now speak the
various forms of Indo-Aryan
in the North, and on the oth ¢
hand, in making the un-mixed
Dravidians rally in the South
and differentiate their original
speech into the various dia-
lects as we find them now,
After Ceylon had been cut off
from the mainland by some
seismic disturbance, it was
only natural that the speech
of its inhabitants developed
into a dialect of its own, This
old Ceylon dialect can be still
seen in most of our place
names especially of the north
of the Island and in not a few
ancient words of the Sinhalese
Language based, like other
Indo Aryan speeches, on a
Dravidian substratum, It has
been hastily assumed by some
that the place names of North
Ceylon are all Sinhalese and
that they point to the ancient
Sinhalese occupation of the
land. But on closer examina-
tion by linguistic standards,
the older place names refer
ring to the contour of land,
tanks, ponds, flora and fauna,
are clearly seen to belong to
the Ceylon dialect of the
Dravidians and show forth the
original occupation of the land
by Tamils. Later names with
Buddhistic connection alone

the time the famous seven
hundred adventurers from
North India landed in Ceylon
and by profuse borrowing
from Pali and Sanskrit ever
since Buddhism was introduced
into the leland. From the
point of view of ethnoloay,
the cld Ceylon race was chang-
ed only to the extent of seven
bundred males from North
India, to whatever race they
might have belonged, miziig
up with possibly thousands of
the natives. Sinhalese records
do not conceal the fact that
no woman came from the
North and that the seven
hundred npew arrivals took
their wives from the amils of
Pandiya Nadu. We thus see
that our Island was originally
pecpled by the Dravidians
who partly by the transforma-
tion of their language and
partly by the infusion of
foreign blood differentiated
into the Ninhalese race, The
myth of a lion being the pro-
genitor of that race needs no
comment here,

Civilization of the Tamils,

On 1he state of civilization
of the old Ceylon Tamils
whom Buddhist Chronicles
called Yakkhas and Nagas we
have only surmises to make
from stray.facts. There seem
to have been kings and towns
and even a gem set throne in
NMNagadipa, probably the pre-
sent Iaffna, over which two

(Continued on page 7)
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Victor Hugo said on one
occasion that there is nothing
more powerful in all the world
than an ideal whose time has
come. Certainly the- ideal
whose time has come today is
the ideal of freedom and hu-
man dignity. Wherever people
are assembled, the cry is al-
ways the same: ‘We want to
be free.” As a result of this
great struggle for freedom and
buman dignity taking place
all over the world, we huve
seen an old order passing away
and a new order coming into
being. Each of us assembled
here, this morning, is familiar
with that old order that is
passing away because we have
seen it and experienced it in
all of its dimensions. We have
seen the old order, for in-
stance, in the form of colo-
nialism. Do you koow that
of approximately three billion
psople in our world, the vast
majority live in Asia and
Africa? For years, millions of
people in Asia and Africa were
dominated politically, exploi-
ted economically, segregated
and humiliated by foreign
Powers. But there comes a
time when people get tired of
being trampled over by the
iron feet of oppression. So
the peoples of these two great
continents decided to rise up
against the long night of colo~
nialism; as a result, the vast
majority of peoples of these
two continents now live in in-
dependent nations. And so, in
a real sense, the old order of
colonialism is passing away
and the new order of freedom
and human dignity is coming
into being.

So, in this country and all
over the world, we see this
massive struggle, this great
quest for freedom and human

dignity on the part of for-

merly subjecied or repressed
people. But whenever any-
thing new comes into being it
brings with it new challenges
apd new responsibilities. I
would like to suggest some of
the challenges that each of us
faces as a result of this emer-
ging new order.

World Perspective

First, we are challenged,
more than ever before, to
achieve a2 world perspective.
I think this conference is cez-
tainly indicative of the fact
that each of you has developed
a world perspective for some-
how you recognize that no
individual and no nation czn
live alone, The world in which
we live is geographically one.
More and more we are chal-
Ienged to make this woild one
in terms of brotherhood, Now
it is true that the geographical
oneness of this age has been
brought into being to a large
extent through man’s scienti-
fic ingenuity. Man, through
his scientific genius, has been
able to dwarf distance and
place time in chains. Our jet
planes have compressed into
minutes distances that once
took days. All this means that
the world in v hich we live now
is a neighbourhood. We are
challenged more than ever be-
fore to make of this world a
brotherhood. We must all
learn to live together like
brothers or we will all perish
together as fools. No naticn
can live alone; we are tied to-
gether.

For example, some time ago
Mrs. King and I journeyed to
that great country known as

India. 1 will never forget the
experience, It was a mar-
vellous experience to meet and
talk with the gieat leaders of
India and to meet and talk
with thousands of people all
over the cities and villages of
that vast country., Certainly
these experiences will remain
meaningful to me for many,
many years. [ must also say
that there were some depres-
sing moments too. How can
one not be depressed when
one sees with ope’s own’ eyes
evidence of millions of people
going to bed hungry. How
can one avoid being depressed
when one discovers that out of
a population of more than
400 million people, some 330
million make ao annual in-
come of less than $100a year?
Most of these people have
never seen a doctor or dentist,
How can one avoid being de-
pressed when one sees with
one’s own eyes millions of
people sleeping on the side-
walks at night? When [ noiiced
these conditions, something
within n.e gri’d out; Can we
in America stand idly by and
not be concerned? And the
answer came: Oh, no, because
the destiny of the United >tates
is iicd up with the destiny of
India and every other nation,
i then started thinking about
the fact that in our couniry
we spend millions of dollars a
day to store surpius food and
1 said to myself: « know where
we can store that food free of

all men are made in the image
of God; then came the minor
premise: God as everybody
knows is not a negro; there-
fore, the conclusion was that
the negro is not & mun. This
was the kind of reasoning
that prevaiied.

Now, on the whole, people
have got away from these
arguments. Certainly this is
true of many places in our
country and also in many parts
of the world. But still there
are those who would put it on
subtle, sociological and cul-
tural grounds. The negro,
they would say, is not cultu-
rally ready for integration.
They would go obp to say that
if :schools are integrated, it
would put back the white race
a generation, They may say
that the negro engages in cri-
minal activities. But indivi-
duals who s¢t forth these argu-
menfs never admit that if there
are criminal responses in the
negro:community, it is because
of other reasons Poverry,
ignoranee, social isolation and
opcressive conditions breed
ctime whatever the racial
group may be and it is tortu-
ous logic 1o use the tragic re-
suits of segregation as an argu-
ment for the continuation of
it. Itis necsssary to go back
to the source and to recognize
that there is no truth in the
idea of superior or inferior
races. Aanthropologists have
brought this out over and over
again. Great anthropologists

Revolution by Love

with God.. Without this hard
work, time itself becomes an
ally of the primitive forces of
social stagnation. So, we must
help time and we must realize
that the time is always ripe to
do the right thing. It is thus
necessary to develop: strong
action programmes in order to
get rid of the conditions that
we find in our societies,
whether it happens to be in
the United States or any other
nation in the world—con-
ditions of injustice and oppres-
sion, conditions which block
our movipg forward toward
freedom. | would like to tell
you something about the
struggle that is taking place in
the United States, the struggle
in which I happen to be in-
volved along with many other
people aill over this land, to
get rid of segregation and
discrimination. As 1 said
earlier, we have known segre-
gation in this country as a legal
system since 1:96. We have
known oppression as the sys-
tem in force for some 345
years, And now theie is a
great struggle going on, led
by the negroes themselves, to
get rid of this system. Foz-
tunately, we have millions of
allies in the while community
who are as much concerned
about this and who are work-
ing in diferent ways to solve
this problem, [t was oaly the
other day we weie present a
the funeral. of three youog
men, and two of them hap-

by MARTIN LUIHER KING

charge—in the wrinkled sto-
machs of all God’s children in
Asia and Africa and South
America and even in our own
country in the stomachs of
people who go to bed hungry
at pight. And this is the first
challenge that men of good-
will face all over the woild.

‘The Negre Is Not A Man’

The second thing that I
would like to mention is this:
If we are to move to higher
heights of maturity and bro-
therhood and understanding
all over the world, we must
get 1id of the notion, once and
for all, that there are superior
and inferior races. Now 'this
notion still lingers around,
whether it is in the State of
Mississippi in  the United
States, or in South Africa, You
know theve was a time when
some people tried to set forth
this argument on the basis of
religion and the Bible. It is
strange indeed how peodple
will use or misuse religion and
the Bible to justify their preju-
dices. And so it was argusd
that the negro was inferior by
nature because of Noal’s cur:e
upon the chidren of Cham.
And the Apostle Paul’s dicium
became a watchword: “Ser-
vants be obedient to your
master.” Others made use of
the logic of the great philo-
sopher Aristotle.. You know
Aristotle did a great deal to
bring into being what we now

‘know in philosophy as formal

logic. It was what is known
as the syllogism which is made
up of a major premise, minor
premise and conclusion. And
so these men decided to prove
the inferiority of the black
race on the basis of an Aristo-
telian syllogism. So, they laid
down as the major - premise:

like Ruth Benedict, Margaret
Mead and others have made
it clear that, through their
long years of study, they have
found nothing to justify the
idea of inferior or superior
raczs. There may be inferior
and superior individuals aca-
demically within all races, but
there are not any inferior and
superior races.

The Myth of Time

Now, the other thing that [
would like to mention 15 this.
It is necessary to develop an
aclion programme to get rid
of the last vestiges of segrega-
tion and discrimination, of
colonialism in whatever way
it happens to bz expressed.
These problems will not work
themselves out. 1 know thit
ythere are individuals who con-
tend that we must wait for
time to solve ihke problems
that we face in human re-
lations. Over and over again
we have heard this myth of
time; 1 think the answer that
can be given to this myth of
time is that time is neutral It
can be used ei her construc-
tively or destructively; and at
pointg, I think that people of
ill-will have used time much
more  constructively than
people of gocd-will, It may
well be that we of this g-nera-
tion will have to repent not
merely for the loud words and
the violent actions of the bad
people but for the appaliing
silence of the good people who
sit by and say ‘let us wait.’
Somehow, we have to make
everybody realize that buman
progress never tolls in on the
wheels of inevitability It
comes through the tireless
effort and the persistent work
of dedicaled individuals who
are willing to be co-workers

‘pened to have been white men,
who had gone to Mississippi
to work to make freedom a
reality for almost a million
negroes in that state, most of
whom have never had the
opportunity to register and
vote. And so this great strug-
gle is going on, waged by
negroes and white people of
goodwill, to get rid of this
system of segregation and dis-
crimination. By and large,
this has been a noa-violent
struggle. Here I would like to
say just a word about non-
violence beczuse it happens to
be my basic philosophy: non-
violent resistance is the ‘most
potent weapon available to
oppressed people in their
struggle for freedom ‘and
human dignity. 1 am not un-
mindful of the fact that there
have been individuals, there
have been nations that have
achieved their independence
through violent means. Cer-
tainly violence has ofien
brought about temporary vic-
tories in history: buat [ would
go on to say that alihough
violence can bring about tem-

porary victories, it cannot
bring about permanent peace.
Itso often ends up creating
many more social problems
than it soives, This is why I
am convinced that non-viog-
lence, being a powerful force,
can be a potent weapon. It
has a way of disarming the
opponent; it exposes his moral
defences; it weakens his mor-
ale and at the same time it
works on his conscience; and
he just does not know how io
handle ii. We have seen this
so often in our struggles al}
across the southern part of the
United States and all over the
nation. It has been this non-
violent method that has served
as a force and disarmed the
opponent.

Cpe of the great debates of
history has been over the
whole question of ends and
means. There have been in-
dividuals who have argued
that 1the end- justifies the
means, This is where the non-
violent philosophy comrs in
and says that it is possible to
struggle to secure moral ends
through moral means. I think
it is marvellous to have a
method of struggle whereby it
is possible to work for noble
ends through equally noble
means The other thing thag
the npon-violent phil.sophy
gays is that it is possible to
place love at the centre of a
struggle to achieve freedom
and buman dignity. | guess
this is one of the most mis-.
understood elements of the
non violent movement, be-
cause one can justifiably ask:
how is it possible for oppres-
sed people to love their oppres-
sors?; bow is it possible for
individuals who are being op-
pressed, who are being sub-
jected o tragic conditions, to
maintain love and respect and
goodwill for those who are
perpetrating all ihese dastardly
acts?

This is the point at whith 1
try to describe the meaning of
love, For certainly when I
taik about love in the struggle
for freedom, I am not talking
about some emotional bosh.
It is nonsense to urge the ope
pressed peeple to love their
oppressors in an affectionate
sense. Fortunately the Greek
language comes (0 our rescue
at this point. There are three
words in Greek for love; there
is the word ‘eros’ which means
a sort of aesthetic love. Plato
used to talk about it a great
deal in his ‘Dhalogues’, the
yearning of the soul for the
realm of the divine. It has
come fo us as a sort of roms=
antic love and so in this sense
we know all about eros; we
have experienced it, we have
read about it in litecature,

{ To be Continued )
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Gllmpses of the Early History of Jaffna

The Mahavamsa alluding in
its first chapter to the tradition
about the visits of the Buddha
to Ceylon, mentions Nagadipa
as one of the places sanctified
by him. That Nagadipa was
the ancient name of the Jaffna
Peniosula is now well esta-
blished. We owe this identi-
fication to the late Sir Paul
Pieris, who first pointed it out
in his illuminating monograph
on Nagadipa, His discovery
of some Buddhist remains in
the Jaffna Peninsula led him
to formulate this identification,
His conclusion has since been
confirmed by an inscription
on a gold plate found at Valli-
puram, a place on the northern
extremity of the Peninsula.
This inscription which is in
Pali, records thata Vihara was
built in Badakara (possibly
Vadakarai, a Tamil word
which means the Northern
Coast), while Isigaraya,a min-
ister of Vasabha (A.D. 66—
111) was the ruler of Naga-
dipa.

It may be of interestto men-
tion in this connection that
Manimekaiai, a Buddhist clas-
sic in Tamil, ascnbed to the
2nd century A\D,, refers to
Naga Nadu, the country of
the Nagas, and locates it in
the neighbourhood of Ratnad-
vipa, the mainland of Ceylon.
According to this classic, the
Buddha appeared at Manipal-
lavam, a plase in Naga Nadu,
which became a Buddhist cen-
tre of pilgrimage,

A Flourishing Religion

The archacological remains
discovered by Sir Paul Pieris
at Kanterodaiand Chunnakam
in the Jaffna Peninsula, reveal
that Buddhism was a flourish-
ing religion in the Peninsula
in early times. Jambukolam
mentioned in the Mahavamsa
as the sea-port where Sanga-
mitta landed with the saplings
of the sacred Bo-tree which
she brought from India, is
known in Tamil as Sambu-
qurai; and itis not far from
the places where Buddhist re-
mains have been discovered.
Buddhism must have spread
to the Peninsula during the
reign of Devanampiya Tissa,
who made it the religion of the
Island. The earlier religion
of the people of the Peninsula
had been Salvism.

Sir Paul Pierishas described
in his Naga Dipa not only the
Buddhiss remains in Jaffna,
but also the Roman and the
ancient Indian coins found in
Jaffna especially at Vallipuram
which appears to have been a
place of some historical im-
portance, These coins give
indication of the commercial
prosperity enjoyed by this part
of Ceylon in early times.

There can be no doubt that
the Peninsula had been occu-
pied by the Tamils from a re-
mote period of anthuny It
stands {to reason”, says Sir
Paul Pnens, “that a country
which is only thirty miles from
India, and which would have
been seen by the Indian fisher-
men every morning when they
sailed out to icatch their fish,
wonld have been occupied as
soon as the continent was peo-
pled by men who understood
how to sail””. And he proceeds
to say further “Isuggest that
the North of Ceylon was a
flourishing settlement centuries
before Vijaya was born™.

The people who migrated in
early times from South India

to the Peninsula must have
come mainly from its east
coast. People from the west
coast of South India must
also have found their way to
the Peninsula. It is to the
latter that we have to trace the
system of inheritance in Jaffna,
some features of which must
have been derived from the
marumakka tayam of Malabar,
which gave women the right
to inherit. property,

The Nagas

How the people who occu-
pied the Peninsula in ancient
times came to be knmown as
Magas, presents, of course, a
problem. The term Nagas has
been used in different senses,
and varying theories have been
advanced to explain the term.
According to some Indian his-
torians, the Nagas were ser-
pent-worshippers, and repres-
ented some non-Aryan tribes
of ancient India. It has to be
remembered in this connection
that the ancient Hindus and
Buddhists had a notion that
the Nagas occupied the nether
world Naga Loka, which pos-
sibly meant countries beyond
the seas. The Nagas were,
however believed to bz civiiiz-
ed. The Tamils who migrated
in ancient times to the Penin-
sula and got mixed with its
original inhabitants might have
been regarded as Nagas in
course of time.

Itis worth noting that names
with the termination Naga ap=
pear to have been common
among the Tamil people in the

was known as the Malavaray-
an. The Kailaya Malai, a
Tamil poem which gives the
early History of Jaffna, men-
tions that a Pandi Malavan,
whose family had the right to
crown kings, went from Jaffna
toi Madura, and brought a
prince, the first “Arya®” king
to rule Jaffna. Thesame ac-
count is found in the Yalpana
Vaipava Malai, a later work of
the history of Jaffna. Accord-
ing to'both these works, this
Pandi Malavan belonged to a
family whose original home
was Ponparriyur, a place near
modern Pudukkottai.

There is reason to believe
that the Malavas of the Pandya
country hada close connection
with the Lambakanna clan in
Ceylon. Isigaraya mentioned
in the inscription found at Val-
lipuram might have been a
Malava chieftain with the title
Raya, which we find is associ-
ated with the name of most of
the Tamil chieftains to whom
reference is made in the Cula-
vamsda,

Can’t be ignored

That the Sinhalese people
formed a portion of the popu-
lation in Jaffna in early times
is borne out by Sinhalese place-
names in tlie Peninsula, which
are too numerous to beignor-
ed. The Yalpana Vaipava Ma-
lai, a Tamil work on the his-
tory of Jaffna, speaks of Sin-
halese settlements near Keeri-
malai during the time of King
Pandu, who ruled at Anura-
dhapura in the middle of the

account is based on an earlier
work, Konesar Kalvetiu, wnich
obvmusly, as its name implies,
had some ancient inscription
as its authority. Vaiya Padal,
another work, gives a different
account of the coming of the
Vanniyas to Ceylon, but it is
too confused to be of any his-
toric value, Though the Van-
niyas had undoubtedly some
connection with Konesar tems-
ple, we have reason (o believe,
judging by their military ex-
ploits, that they were thedes-
cendants ol the Chola and the
Pandya forces who settled
down in this portion of the
Island in early times. The Yal-
pana Vaipava Malai says that
the Vanniyas had seven chief-
tains and that they became
powerful enough during the
reign of Aggabodhi I to resist
his authority, though he even-
tually succeeded in putting
them down. They submitted
to the kings of Anuradhapura
who were powerful, but assert-
ed their independence when-
ever they could. During the
period of the Arya Chakravar-
tis’ rule in Jaffna, they paid
tribute to them, but some
times they tried to overthrow
their authority.

| iR

From the Kailaya Malai and
the Yalpana Vaipava Malai, it
would appear the first inde-
pendent king of Jaffna was
Ugra Singhan who is said to
have come from Kalinga with
a big army and established
himself at Kadiramalai, a place

by
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Sangam Age. About fifteen
poets who figure in the San-
gam Anthologies had names
of this description. lla Nagan
was one of the most famous
poets of the Sangam Age. That
a king who ruled at Anuradha-
pura in‘the early part of the
first century A.D. had the
same name, Ila Naga, is
not without some signific-
ance. The names of some of
the kings of the early Anura-
dhapura period seem to sug-
gest some Naga connection.

According to the Mahavam=
sa, there was in the North of
Ceylon a clan known as Lam-
bakannas during the first cen-
tury A.D. This chronicle
states that Vasabha who suc-
ceeded Subha and ruled at
Anuradhapura from 66 A.D.
belonged to this clan. Itis
interesting to find that the
Culavamsa refers to the exist-
ence of the Lambakanna clan
in the Pandya country also. It
mentions that when Lanka-
pura, the famous general of
Parakrama Bahu I, made ar-
rangements for the coronation
of Vira Pandya whose cause
the Ceylon king espoused, he
got the Lambakannas of the
Pandya country to take part in
the ceremony, according to
the custom of the land. The
Malavas who belonged to the
Milalai Kurram(modern Pudu-
kkotiai and Ramnad District)

of the Pandya Kingdom cor-

responded to the Vellala nobi-
lity of the Chola Kingdom
whose leaders used to hand
the crown to King at corona-
tion cercmonies. ~That the
Malavas had an importantrole
of this kind in the Pandya
Kingdom will be realized from
the fact that one of the thrones
of the Pandya kings a1 Madura

fifth century A.D. He is said
to have visited Jaffna and ex-
pelled the Mukkuvas who had
been desecrating the Hindu
Temple at Keerimalai by dry-
ing their fishing netsin its pre-
cincts. This Tamil work, in
the course of its narrative, re-
fers to Sinhaleseinhabitants of
Jaffna in several contexts up
to the end of the rule of the
Arya Chakravartis of Jlaffna.
The Kovias who form a dis-
tinct community in Jafina, are
probably the descendants of
the early settlers from Kalinga
and the Telugu Districts ad-
joining Kalinga, for they are
known as Vadukas, which
term meant in the Sangam Age
and later, people who lived in
districts beyond the northern
boundary of the Tamil Coun-
try. Mudaliyar C, Rasanaya-
gam expressed the view in his
Ancient Jaffna that scme con-
nection could be traced bet-
ween the Kovia community
and the early Sinhalese inhabi-
tants of Jaffna.

Mention should be made of
the powerful Vanniyas who oc-
cupied the northern borders of
the mainland, which comprised
the region between Mannar
and Trincomalee. The Yalpana
Vaipava Malai connects the
Vannias with Konesar Temple
at Trincomalee. It says that
this temple was renovated by
Kula Kottan, a Chola Prince
who came from India during
the reign of the Tamil King
Pandu who ruled at Anuradha-
pura. This work attributes the
construction of Kantalai tank
also to Kula Kottan. Accord-
ing to this work, the Vanniyas
were brought from the Pandya
country by Kula Kottan to
look after Konesar temple and
its extensive temporalities. This

near Chunnakam which re-
tains the same name even now,
and in the vicinity of which
are places known as Kottaika-
du and Kottaiadi, recalling
the existence of a fort there in
former times. The Yalpana
Vaipava Malai says that Ugra
Singhan conquered half of the
Island, and that another king
ruled over the Southern terri-
tory of the Island. The author
of this work gives Saka Year
717 (A.D. 795) as the date of
Ugra Singhan’s coming to
Ceylon,

Yet to be Explored

The Kailaya Malai and the
Yalpasa Vaipava Malai give a
romantic account of Ugra Sin-
ghan’s career and say that he
fell in love with a Chola prin-
cess, Marutha Pravalli, who
had come to Keerimalai, to get
herself cured of an ailment by
bathing in the tank there, and
he married her, leaving a son
and a daughter who were the
progenitors of a Kalinga dy-
nasty in Ceylon. The Yalpana
Vaipava Malai says that Ugra
Singhan after completing the
construction of a temple at
Mavittapuram begun by Ma-
rutha Pravalli, changed his
capital from Kadiramalai to
Sangadaka Nagar (meaning by
that name Kandy), which could
not have come: into existence
at that time. According to
Mudaliyar Rasanayagam, San-
gadaka Nagar was a mistake
for Singai Nagar as it was
known in Tamil, which must
have been the new capital, and
which continued to be the ca-
pital of the later “Arya” kings
of Jaffpa till the middle of the
15th century. Though no place
of this name can be traced
now, Mulaliyar Rasapayagam

The late Mr. Natesan’s
article appeared in Maha-
jana College Golden Jubilee
Souvenir, 1960 and is re-
produced here with the per-
mission of the Principal.

thinks that it must have been
near Vallipuram, the archaeo-
logical possibilities of which
have yet 1o be explorad.

The Kailaya Malai says that
during the reign of Nara Sin-~
ghan, the son of Ugra Singhan,
a minstrel, Yalpanam, who
was an expert in the ancient
musical instrmnent Yal, came
from India to his court, and
that the king was so mnch
charmed by his music that he
gave him as a gift a place (li-
terally Nagar, « town) near
the sea-coast, which became
known as Yalpanam. This
story about the minstrel Yal-
panam appears in a somewhat
different form in the Yalpana
Vaipava Malai which assigns
him to the reign of Ugra Sin-
ghan’s granson, and confuses
him with a blind poet of later
times, Kavi Vira Raghavan,
who came from India to the
court of one of the last Arya
Kings of Jaffna. Whatever the
truth about the story of Yal-
panan which some scholars .
are inclined to dismiss as mere
legend, the tradition which
connects the name of the town
Yalpanam with the minstrel
has persisted for centuries. Tt
must be remembered in this
connection that the name Yal-
panam, originally meant the
coastal town, Pattinam, as it
was called, and that it was ap-
plied to the District in much
later times, during the Porta-
guese period. The account
given in she Kailaya Malai
about the minsirel Yalpanam
as well as about Ugra Singhan
appeared to have been based
on some old tradition, which
had some substratum of truth.
In any reconstruction of the
history of Jaffna, we cannot
ignore this traditon altogether
merely on the ground that

some legendary accretions
have gathered round it,
A Gap

Between Ugra Singhan and
the first Arya King who is said
to have been brought by Pandi
Malavan from Madura, there
is a gap in both the Kailaya
Malai and the Yalpana Vaipava
Malai, except for the accouns
they give of the minstrel Yal-
panan. We do not know how
long the rule of the successors
of Ugra Singhan lasted. In all
probability, they came under
the sway of the Pallavas who
became a dominant power in
South India towards the end
of the 6th century. Sinha
Vishnu, a Pallava King who
reigned at Kanchi in the latter
part of the 6th century says in
one of his inscriptions that he
invaded Ceylon. We know
that Pallava influence was
strong in Ceylon during the 7th
century. From the Yalpana
Vaipava Malai, we get an dnk-
ling of the fact that Jaffna
came within the sphere of Pal-
lava influence in the early sta-
ges of itsexpansion, This work
speaks of some arrangements
made by a Pallava King re~
ferred to as Thopdaman to get
salt exported from Jaffna to
his kingdem and to deepen a
lagoon for the convenient
movement of his ships loading
salt, in consequence of which

(Continued on page 6)
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- Archiaeology of Ceylon’s Yorthiern Feninsula

"Nagadipa

Half a ceatury ago, in his
papers entitled “Nagadipa and
Buddhist Remains in Jaffna™,
published in two parts in the
Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society, Ceyion Branch- (Vol.
XXVI, No. 70, 1917, pp. 1-47
and plates 1-VII; Vol. XVIIl,
No. 72, 1919, pp. 40-47 and
plates VIII-XV1I), Dr. Paul
E. Pieris discussed the arch-
aeclogical importance of the
Jaffna Peninsula. In these
articles. Dr. Pieris described
a number of Buddhist remains
at several sites. He equated
the. modern Tamil names of
various localities and villages
with their Sinhalegse originals,
and in some cases traced these
names to literary works: The
learned writer's conclusion was
that the Nagadipa of the cbro-
nicles was the present Jaffna
Peninsula.

LChunnakam

The first discovery which
Dr. Pieris made was a dagoba
mound at Chunnakam. This,
as the learned writer reports.
was absolutely a chance find-
It appears that one day, as
Dr. Pieris was travelling by
train to Kankesanturai from
Jaffna, be chanced to look out
of the window of his carriage,
aud noticed a fairly high
mound, which was an unusual
feature in this regularly flat
part of the country,and this
aroused his curiosity. Dr.
Pieris bad trial excavations
carried out at the spot, and it
was possible to conclude that
the mound was in fact the re-
mains of an ancient Buddhist
-stupa. Among the finds at

mains during the explorations
of Dr. Pieris is the precincts
of the Meenachchi Amman
temple at Mahiyapiti not far
from Chunpakam. The first
object to be discovered on sur-
face was the stone finial of a
dagocba. At the same place
was found a Buaddha statue,
which had been used as a step
to descend to the water. After
disentangling the block, Dr.
Pieris writes of it : “The block
as it now stands is six feet in
height ; the fest had been form-
ed of a separate piece and the
sockets for the iron supports
are visible. When complete
the image must bave stood
8% feet in height. The work-
manship is superior to that of
the Chunnakam Buddha, the
lines of the drapery being
much bolder, and the back
finished off, instead cf beiog
left in the rough.” Very close
to the Buddha image was alse
foud the stone slab which
would have been the pedestal
of the image, marked with
lotus petal design. Segments
of finials of dagobas were in
the village tank, in a well, and
in the temple.

Place Names

Many are the sites in which
remains that could be definitely
identified as Buddhist were
found. Large size bricks,
ancient tiles, frapments of old
stone pillars, pieces of sculp-
ture, and small finds such as
statuettes, terra cotta-figurines
and such small finds as beads,
potsherds of ancient type and
coins were found in wvarious
places. A comparison with
the finds in sites identified as

C. E. GODAKUMBURA, M.A,, Ph.D,,
D, Lit. (London)

the spot was also a standing
Buddha statue, in a satisfact-
ory state of preservation.
There was thus conclusive
.evidence that the site wasa
Buddhist place of worship,
and the area had been occu-
.pied by followers of that faith,
In the course of his archaeo-
logical explorations, remains
of dagobas and Buddha statues
were found by Dr., Pieris in
several other sites. A brick
platform of a dagoba, measur~
ing roughly forty feet a side,
was excavated by him in a
-suburb of Chunnakam. The
platform and the dome (garbha)
had been built of a variety of
rough local stone. At the
time, the garbha had risen
about twelve feet above the
platform, and was faced with
a strong lime cement mortar
three inches thick. The basal
rings ( pesava) and the upper
square structure had been
faced with coral stone, beaunti-
fully moulded in various ds-
signs. At the time, the plaster
was peeling off and the cut
coral stone of the facings bhad
come down and were found
mixed with the debris. Much
ot the stone from the dagoba
.had been used in the construc-
tion of the railway line. As
may ‘well be expected, no steps
were taken to preserve at least
what was remaining in 1917,
Many other brick foundations
clese to the site of the dagoba
which were lsit unexcavated
are also reported. As early as
1902 a fine stone image of the
Buddha was discovered at this
Sit'e-
Mahiyapiti

Another important site.
-which yielded Buddhist re-

Buddhist show that these
places were also of the same
faith originally. Linguistic
and literary evidence also
prove that the names of many
a site and locality in the Jaffoa
Peninsula are of Sinhalese
origin. We may mention only
a few: Tamil: Chnnnakam=
Sinhalese : Hunugama, (Lime-
village), Tamil : Veligamam=
Sinhalese: VFaligama (S and-
village;, etc: Some of the
names actually occur in the
Nam-pota, list of the names of
important sacred places, Am-
ong the list of ancient sites
in the Tamil Kingdom is the
Kadurugoda-viharaya, which
is identified as Kantarodai.

Before we come to an ac-
count of the present excava-
tions at Kantarodai, it would
be desirable to give a brief
summary of what had been
done at the site during 1917-
1919, by Dr. Pieris and those
who assisted him.

The investigator's attention
was drawn to the site by what
he noticed in the well of a
neighbouring garden. The well
still exists, and what he saw
possibly were stumps of stone
pillars. Here and there in the
village and close by were
mounds, which evidently were
ruined dagobas such as those
excavated at Chunnakam. The
wells furnish informationas to
what lay buried in the ground.
Coral blocks, specially wedge-
shaped ones which may have
been usedfor building dagobas,
were discovered here and there,
In a palmyra garden were
found a number of stone basges
of columns. These bases con-
sisted of large blocks of lime-
stone, sometimes three feet
across, roughly rounded, and

having on the top a deep sock-
et of about six inches square,
which had been meant to
receive a column possibly of
wood. A torso of a Buddha
statue, a finial of a dagoba, a
piece of Buddbist railing and
other dressed stones and frag-
ments of sculpture which had
been removed by the occu-
pants of a portios of the wil-
lage were also discovered and
recovered. In a field where

there were stone pillars in situ
the body of a Buddha statue
was found in two pieces. In
the same field was the head of
a Buddha statue, and a fnial.
There bave been other simiiar
sites and Buddha statnes, da-
goba finials which were dug
up. At one of the places
where Buddba statues were
dug up, there had been a =lab
of stone, about six inches
thick, moulded on one side

This article by t he former
Archaeological Commis-
sioner, which appeared in
Ceylon Today (January
1967) is reproduced here by
courtesy of the Infor-
mation Department,

and _about six feet square ap-
reiring above the ground,
fContinued on paze 7)

THE POETS OF JAFFNA

Swami Vipulananda said
that there had been some real
Tamil Literature produced in
Jaffna. The History of that
Literature and the life story of
the poets remained to be writ-
ten, It was altogether an un-
explored field. 1t was a field
in which he hoped younger
people would evince a greater
interest. He saw before him
a largenumber of students who
were great lovers of their coun~
try’s past. The connected story
of the history of the poets of
Jafina would be a fascinating
study. He hoped his discourse
would be productive of thought
and cause research work to be
undertaken,

The earliest poet about
whom there was a record in
the Sangam Literature was
Pootham Devanar of Ilam.
Ilam is another name for Lan-
ka. That poet lived during the
Sangam age. He was recog-
nised by the third Tamil Aca-
demy of Madura. The poems
of Pootham Devanar found a
place in the Sangam antholo-
gy. The other poet of whom
there is mention made was
Mudinagarayar of Murinchi.
Murinchi is identified with
Musiri, a place near Mannar.

The Augustan Age

These were some of the ear-
liest poets. Then there is a
very broad gap till the time
when the Arya Chakaravarthis
ruled at Nallur. The Tamil
Raghuvamsam, a beautiful
rendering of the Raghuvam-
sam of Kalidasa, is one of the
foremost poems of Tamil Li-
terature. Arasa Kesari, the
author of this Epic poem, flour-
ished in the 15th century. His
uncle |Pararajasekaram’ was a
great patron of learning. Sega-
rajasckaram the brother of
Pararajasekaram was also a
great poet. The early part of
the 15th century could well be
called the Augustan age of Ta-
mil Literature for Jaffna. There
were scholars and poets, and a
Tamil King who was himself a
patron of learning and a poet
who ruled at Nallur, There
was then a Sangam at Nallur
on the model of the one at
Madura, That marked the first
epoch of Tamil poetry in Jaffna.
That was about 400 years ago.
Besides literary works, medical
and astrological works were
written during this period.
The younger people should
make it a point to study the
writings of this period. They
would discover rare, original
excellences in them.

Political Distarbances

After the fall of Nallur there
followed political disturbances.
Foreign powers invaded the
land. When there are political
disturbances and a period of
unrest very little of poetry
could be expected. For some
time pothing of any merit was
produced. While the Portu-

guese were ruling Jaffna there
lived 2 poet by the name of
Gnanpapiragasa Muniver at
Tirunelvely. At that time the
people were expected to pro-
vide a cow daily for the table
of the Poriuguese Governor.
When it came to the turn of
Gnanapiragasa Muniver to
give a cow he thought it better
for him to leave the country,
and he went over to India. He

lived for several years at Chi- .

damparam. He wrote a large
number of commentaries, Tho-
ugh these do not go strictly
under- the class of poetry, still
Judged from the standard of
the influence which his writ-
ings had upon the thought of
his age, Gnanapiragasa Muni-
ver deserved to be considered
a poet of no mean order. At
that time there lived at Ala.
veddy a poet by the name of
Vaithyanatha Muniver. He
was a contemporary of Gnana-
piragasa Muniver. His best
known work is the Vyagra-
pada Puranam. These two
poets lived 300 years ago.
After that there is another gap
lasting ‘several years. Infor-
mation available is very scanty.
Perhaps the scholars of the
future might be able to piece
together a history of the peri-
od. That opened the second
epoch. After that there wasa
regular continuity of scholars
and literary men.

Then came the time of Sin-
nathamby Pulavar, the son of
Vilvarayar Mudaliyar. Tradi-
tion says that Sinnpathamby Pu-
lavar acquired the gift of poe-
try miraculously, He never
went to school when he was
young. His father who was
also a poet began to compose
an Anthathi. Vilvarayar Mu-
daliyar composed the first two
lines of theinvocation and had
to go away on business. He
left the palm leaf manuscript
behind. When he returned he
found, to his great surprise,
the remaining two lines com-
pleted. He inquired from his
wife whether any one had ac-
cess to his study room, but
was told that no one but his
son had gone into the room.
The son was sent for, and he
came rather reluctantly, His
father questioned him and
found out that the anonymouns
composer was his son from
whom he never expected work
of such a high order. Sinna-
thamby Pulavar was a poet of
high rank. About the same
time therelived at Chunnakam
a /Brahmin named Varathara-
jah Pandither and another at
Mathakal, Mylvagana Pulavar.
That opened up the 3rd epoch
of {Tamil Literature. Mylva-
gana Pulavar was the one who
wrote a connected history of
Jaffna.

Then began a movement for
‘a greater spread of the Tamil
language and Literature. Koo-
lankai Thambiran came to

Notes of 3 ‘lecture deliv-
ered to the Historical As-
sociation of Jaffna in 1927
by the late Swami Vipula-
nanda. Reproduced from
St. John’s College Maga-
zine, March 1928,

Jaffna at the invitation of Vy-
thilinga Chettiyar, the founder
of the Sivan temple. He was
the teacher of the teachers of
Nannool. Under him studied
Senathirajah Mudaliyar. The
Nallaikuravanchi of Senathij-
rajah Mudaliyar was a great
piece of literature of high poe-
tic excellence. Koolankai Th-
ambiran’s pupils received a
sound training in Grammar
and Phonetics which contri-
buted not a little towards the
accurate scholarship which is
the hall mark of the Jaffna
scholars of the last generation.

The Navalar Era

Coming close to modern
times the fullest perfection was
reached in the time of Arumu.

ga Navalar, Navalar was a
pupil of Senathirajah Mudali-
yar. At the time the aim of
the scholars was to produce
works of accurate scholarship,
Navalar produced several
works all of which have the
touch of true scholarship. They
who sat at his feet were fim»
bued with the desire for accur-
ate scholarship. That was the
Sth epoch of Tamil Literature.
The lecturer then recapitulat-
ed. In conclusion, he said
that it was not possible, within
the compass of such a resume,
to make mention of several
poets who, though they did
not produce any big works of
eminence still wrote tolerably
good poetry. Among the Ro-
man Catholics there were sey-
eral who wrote good poetry.
But because-some of them did
not conform to the strictly
classical standards, scholars
are not inclined to consider
their works as of high value.
But that was unfortunate, A
man might not conform to the
standards of classical learning;
but that did not prevent him
from handing to posterity real
solid contributions to the tho-
ught of the worid. The lec-
turer then referred to Drama-
tic Literaiure and said that
there were extant about 150
dramas of great literary merit,

He€ ended by suggesting that
the Historical Asscciation sho-
uld first prepare a catalogue
of the available Tamil works
produced in Jaffna, aund then
try to write a connected his-
tory of the Literature of the
country, He hoped they would
riot be altogether engrossed in
politics and social reform, but
would also devote time to the
development of the Literature
of their land.
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Glimpses of the Early History

(Continued from page 4)
the name Thondaman Aru was
given to the lagoon. These ar-
rangementsmight have been the
result of the invasion of Sinha
Vishnu or of the subsequent
Pallava invasion to which
Jaffna was subjected in the
later centuries.

111

Chola Provioce

Though the references made
in the Culavamsa to the North-
ern portion of Ceylon are few
and far between, we get from
this chronicle some glimpses
of Jafina during the period in
tegard to which there is 2 gap
in the Tamil works dealing
with the history of Jaffna. Dur-
ing this period, the kings of
Arnuradhapura were themselves
weak, torn by internal strife
and harassed by frequent inva-
sions from South India. Their
hold on Juffna could not have
been effective. The Tamil ar-
mies brought by some of the
claimants to the throme of
Anuradhapura in the 7th cen-
tury were deciding factors in
the affairs of the country at
that time. We find Mapavam-
ma taking refuge in the North
(Uttara desa, as itis called by
the Culavamsa) for sometime
pefore he weni to Kanchi, the
capital of the Pallava mon-
arch with whose help he re-
gained the 1brone at Anura-
dhapura. Towards the end of
the 8th century, the Tamil
chiefs of the North were able
to assert their independence
for some time. The Culavamsa
gays that they refused to pay
tribute 10 Mahinda Il till they
were subdued by him. In the
Oth cenwry, when the Pan-
dy: king Sri Maru Sri Val-
labha, invaded the Island, the
Tamils of the North rallied
ronnd him and helped him to
inflict a crushing defeat on the
army of Sena | at Jahatali-
thagama, which led to the sei-
zure of Apuradbapura by the
Pandyan forces. During the
10th and 1ith centuries, the
Cholas invaded the Island fre-
quently and used the northern
ports, especially Matota and
Uratura: (Kayts) as bases for
their operations, getting the
support of the Tamil inhabi-
tants there. Paraniakal led
an expedition during the reign
of Udaya I1l, but had to re-
turn soon owing to the pres-
sure of the Rashtrakuta king,
Krishna 111, on the northern
boundary of the Chola King-
dom 1he Culavamsa says that
g Vzllabba King sent a force
to Nagadipa during the reign
of Mahinda 1V. wno is said to
have defeated him. We are not
sure whether this Vallabba was
Krishna 11I or Parsntska lI,
who sent an ineflective expedi=
tion in which one of his gen-
ersls was slain. Towards the
end of the 10th centuary, Raja
Ruja I, the great Cu.la mon-
arch, succeeded in establishing
Chola rule in Rajarata and his
famour successor, Rajendra L,
completed the conquest of
Ceylon at the beginning of the
next century. The island be-
came a Province of the Chola
empireduring the 11th century.

There are some places in the
North like Valavarkon Pal-
lam and Chempian Patiu, the
pames of which indicate the
clcse link that existed between
the Chola and the Tamils of
the North during those times.
In Narantanai near Kayts
some coins of Rzja Raja Tand
a figurine of Goddess Luksh-
mi, made of gold, were recent-

ly discovered. Some Chola
inscriptions found in Padavia
show the important position
which this place occupied dur-
ing the period of the Chola
invasion.

: v

Both the Kailaya Malai and
the Yaipana Vaipava Malai say
that there was a period when
Jsffna was without a ruler and
that Pandi Malavan went dur-
ing this period to Madura to
biing a prioce from there to
rule over Jaffna. This must
have happened after the Cholas
left the Island. We have
reason to believe that the
rule of the Arya Chakravatis
in Jaffna must have begun by
the beginning of the 1.th cen-
tury, The Culavamsa refers
to Vira Deva, the lord of the
Arya country, who attempted
to conquer the Island during
the years of civil strife that
followed the death of Vijaya
Bahu I (1112—1114). Accord-
ing to this Chronicle, Vikrama
Bahu, one of the sons of Viji-
ya Bahu [ went to Manpnar to
resist Vira Deva’s incursions
as he thought before the in-
vader gained a firm footing in
the Island ““he must be rooted
out”. Vira Deva defeated Vi-
krana Bahu at Manpar and
pursued him to Polannaruwa
which he occupied for some
days, though he was later slain
by the latter at a battle which
took place beyond Pelannaru-
wa. The reference made by
the Culavamsa to Vira Deva
as the lord of the Arya coun-
tiy leads us to think that the
Arya dynasty had begun its
rule in Jaffna by the beginning
of the {2th century. The chro-
nicle mentions that Vira Deva
was also the sovereign of Pal-
andipa which might be identi=
fied with the Island of Rames=
varam or Setu, as it is other-
wise called, Setu has the same
meaning as Palam in Tamil,
i.e. a bridge (meaning here the
bridge which Rama is said to
have built before coming to
Lanks). According to the
Segarasa Sekara Malai, an as-
trological work in Tamil com-
posed at the instance of an
Arya Chakravarti at the be-
gioning of the I4th century,
the Arya Chakravartis of Jafina
traced their origin to Rames-
varama, They were called Se-
thu Kavalar, the protectors of
Sety, and had Ramesvaram
under their sway They had
the word Sefu as their motto
in the coins issued by them.
There seems to be sufficient
evidence to indicate that Vira
Deva was one of the earliest
Arya Chakravartis of Jaffna.

The Yalpana Vaipava Malai
says that the first Arya King
of Jaffna was a Chola prince,
who before he was brought by
Pandi Malavan to Jaffna, had
been receiving his training in
statecrait at the court of a
Pandya King. According to
the Segarasa Sekara Malai, the
Arya Kings of Jaffna belonged
to the Ganga Dynasty. The
truth seems to be that the first
Arya King of Jaffra was a
Chola-g-nga who belonged to
the Eastern Ganga Dynasty of
Kalinga which had matrimo-
nial connections with the Cho-
las of Tanjore, and which came
to bse known as the Choda-
ganga Dynasty. The Kalinga
ruler who was defeated by Ku-
lottunga [ in the Kalinga war
of 1110 was avanti Varman
Chodu Ganga, who was a
grandson of Vira Rajendra, the
Chola King of Tanjore. Some
Choda-gangas appear to have

of Jaffna

settled in Ramesvaram and
got mirxed with the Brahmins,
assuming the title Arya asa
special distinction. They must
have called themselves Chakra=
vartis as the earlier Kalinga
rulers had claimed that title.
Segarasa Sekara Malai gives
the history of this pseudo-
Brahmin dynasty of Rames-
varam in its Introductory Stan-
zas and says that its rulers
owed allegiance to the Pandya
King. We find t at there was
a Pandya King, Parantaka who
was a feudatory under Kulot-
tunga I, and who took a pro=
minent part io one of the Ka-
linga wars waged by this Chola
Emperor, In all probability
the Choda-Ganga prionce who
became the first Aiya King of
Jaffna had been attached to the
court of this Pandya King be-
fore he came to Jaffna.

Pugalendi Pulavar’s Pilgrimage

In the Tamil Navalar Savi-
iai, a collection of some stray
poems of different, centuries,
there are a few stanzas which
throw some light on the early
Arya Kings of Jaffna. Pugal.
endi Pulavar, the famous au-
thor of the Nala Vemba, refers
in a stanza found in this col-
lection to an Arya Sekaran
who patronized him when he
went to Ceylon on a pilgrim-
age to Kataragama, and who
gave him some elephants which
some of the South Indian Kings
were vying with one another
to buy from him when he re-
tuened to India. Pugalendi has
also written a moving stanza
mourning the death of this
Arya Sekaran, Tradition con-
nects Pugalendi with Kulot-
tunga I1 and with Ottakutian,
his court poet and may there-
fore be ascribed to the first
half of the 12th century.

There is another stanza in
the Tamil Navalar Saritai, at-
tributed to a ruler of Jaffna
konown as Pararasasekaran,
who acknowledges with touch-
ing gratitude, the liberal gift
of paddy from a munificent
chieftain of the Chola country,
Sadaiappa Vallal of Puduvai.
The kings of Jaffna were

“known as Pararasasekaran and

Sekarasasekaran alternatively.
This particular Pararasasekar-
an must have ruled over Jafina
during the middle of the 12th
century when Ceylon went
through a period of severe fa-
mine. Sadayappa Vallal is
mentioned as a Trigartha in
Vileraina Cholo Ula, and he is
also associated with Kamban,
the great Tamil poet, as his
patron, Nothing is koown
about the Arya kings of Jaffna
during the latter part of the
12th century. Probably they
were holding an insignificant,
subordinate position, or there
was a temporary break in their
rule, while Parakrama Bahu I
was the supreme monarch of
the Island, 1t is evident from
his Tamil inscription found at
Nainariva that the Peninsula
was under his direct rule, as
the inscription prescribes the
gshare due to be paid to his
treasury in respect of ships
getting wrecked on the coast
of Uratturai (Kayts). An ins-
cription of the Chola King,
Rajadirajah II referring to the
preparations made by him for
his South Indian campaign,
says that he collected forces at
Matota, Uratturai, Valigamam
and Mattuvil which mus: have
been active centres of military
recruitment during his reign,
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(Continued from page.5)
Numerous coing and beads

also were collected at these
-axplorations.

The finds, large
-and small, were first exhibited
in a hall near the law-courts,
and later they became a part
of the collection at the Nation-
al Museum of Jaffna. They
are indeed the most important
portion of the archaeological

-collection, although the exact

find spots of some of the exhi-
bits cannot be traced ‘now.

At the time Dr, Pieris made

‘his discoveries, there was no
Department of Archaeologys
at least there was no Archaeo-
logical Commissioner. Later
on, aboat five acres at ‘the
most imporrant site of those
where Dr. |'ieris made his ex-
plorations and trial diggings,
namely at' Kantbarodai, were
acguired for archaeological
purposes by the Government.
In a thickly populated area
dike the Jatina Peninsula, this
‘would have been the only site
that could have been acquired
without causing inconvenience
to recidents of the localities.
Besides, most of the places
where ancient remains of arch
aeological value were found
are now places of worship of
another faith, and firther in-
vesrigations by excavations in
those places wouald not bhave
‘been possible,

Vallipuram

From time to time, however,
the archaeologists of Ceylon
bave paid their attention to the
Peniosula. An inscribed gold
plate of King Vasabha (A.D.
+63-109) found in 1936 at Valli-
parai on the land belonging
to the Vishnu temple there
was deciphered and published
by Senarat Parapavitana in
‘the Epigraphia Zeylanica, Vol,
1V, pt. 6, in 1943, Vallipuram
is in the extreme north of the
Peninsula and near about here
-are several foundations of an-
cient buildings. Bricks, pot-
sherds and coins bhave been
“Hound in the course of digging
for cultivation and on surface
along the sandy waste between

tbe village and the sea. A .

Buddha image of stone of ex-
cellent workmanship and be-
lopging to a very early date
which was unearthed in a land
near the Vishou temple, was
in the Old Park of Jaffna un-
till 1906, when it was present=
ed by the British Governor of
Ceylon to the King of Siam.

Portuguese and Dutch
Meonuments

A number of Portuguese and
Dutch monuments in the Pen-
insula and in the surrounding
islands were brought under the
“Antiguities Ordinance” as
Protected Monuments in pri-
vate ownership or taken over
as Archaeological Reserves in
-crown land between the years
1940 —1548, One of the most
important of these is the
Dutch Fort, Hamenhiel, which
occupies the entire area of an
islet off Kayts. Portuguese
Churches at Atchuvely, My-
liddi and Chankanai are the
only examples which preserve
that type of architecture in
the island. The pond known
as Jampari at Nallur, in
Jafina, has associations with
the local rulers of the north in
the later centuries. In the
year 1949, the Archaeological
Department had doue a good
deal of corservation work at
the Dutch Fort of Jaffna and
at the Dutch Church within
the Fort: There are a number
-of other monuments of this

ology of Northern

period in the Peninsula which
has received the care and at-
tention of the archaeologist.

Puttur

Antigquities belonging to the
ancient period from the Penin-
sula, discovered by chance have
been occasionally reported
to the Department and prompt
action has been taken to pre-
serve what was left. A lime-
stone Buddha image, probably
belonging to the same period
as the one from Vallipyram,
was found by a caltivator
when digging his land near the
Nilavarrai (Tidal Well) one
mile west of Puttur, in 1954,
The portion 2bove the waist
which is preserved is 3 ft.
3 inches high, the head alope
being 1 ft. 2 inches. Frag-
ments of other portions of the
statue ard potsherds were al-
so found in the same garden.
The statue is now in the Arch-
aeological Museum at Jaffna.

Archaeological Museum

In October 1965, the Museum
at Jaffoa was taken over to be
converted into an archaeologi-
cal mrgeum, and with this the
systematic exploration of the
Peninsula was begun again.
The sites visited by Dr. Pieris
in the closing years of the
second decade of the century
were visited again, and other
sites were diccovered. As was
to be expected, the population
of the area had grown thicker,
and some of the mounds
noticed half a century ago bad
almost disappeared. Yet trac-
es of ancient occupation and
few finds, at least in the form
of brickbatz, pieces of tiles and
potsherds were to be found.
Potsherds of several types
were collected from the sandy
waste near Vallipuram.

Explorations

Chunnakam, Kantarodaiand
Uduvil received the attention
of the department. It was
possible to recognize on the
surface itself that an ancient
civilization had existed in this
area, The tank at Uduvil
would have supplied water for
the vast population, Mounds
with ancient bricks still exist-
ed,and residents still reported
finds of beads, figurines and
coins: In a garden to the west
of the archeological reserve at
Kantarodai were found a large
quantity of ancient tiles, such
as those that had been dis-
covered in 1917—1919. The
tiles appear to have fallen
with the collapsing roof and
been there on the ground for
centuries. There are stumps
of stone pillars in some of the
gardens close to the reserve.

In the reserve itself, to the
west of the Uduvil—Kanta-
rodai road was a mound, which
some mistook to be a stupa;
but on an examination of the
other side of the road in the
main part of the rererve, where
one could recognize an aband-
oned excavation, it was possi-
ble to see that this was the
heap of earth made in recent
times. At the north-eastern
portion of the reserve, where
hardly any palmyra or coco-
nut palms grew, the land was
very undulating. At the very
north-eastern end, a fragment
of a railing of the Sanchi type
was found on surface. In this
portion were also other pieces
of stone sculpture, much wast-
ed. There were a number of
pillar bases in stone lying on
the uneven portion of the land.

Coming back nmear the

road, to the site where exca-
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Peninsula

vations had been carried out
eatlier, few pieces of limestone
were found. One of these pieces
turned out later, on examina-
tion; to be a portion of a Bud-
dha image. The slab of stone
lies here, with some of the
other pieces found earlier. We
might suggest that this clab ia
A representation of a throne
found in this distant part of
the Island. The site of the
slab deserves investigation, but
it is doubtful whether any
useful evideace can be obtain-
ed, as the place has been very
badly distarbed.

Excavations

As a trial,a couple of pits
were first dug on the mound of
earth already mentioned. This
led to the collection of a varie-
ty of potsherds which had
been mixed with the earth.
There were also some sea-
shells, brickbats and coral-
slabs. The excavator half a
century ago was not concerned
about these finds. The means
at his disposal were limited.
He was" bent on recovering
such large and important finds
as the Buddbha statues and
finials of dagobas.

The excavation proper was
started on the 24th of April,
1966, on the uneven piece of
ground with pillar bares on it
already described above, An
area of 1,000 square feet was
divided into 100 contiguous
squares. Within these squares
pits were excavated leaving
grids of about one foot. About
half the number of squares
have now been excavated.
(December 1966). The exca-
vations revealed foundations
of small stupa-like structures
at depths between 2.5 ft. to
4 fr.
tions of twelve small stupas
and a large one. In some of
the pits a layer of floor, plas-
tered, was met with sometimes
above the level of the stupa
fundations. In some of the pits
there are two or more layers
of flocr, one above the other.
Finds

It is not proposed to give a
complete list of finds here,
What is presented will show
the reader the types met with,
They indicate a close resem-
blance to what was found in
the earlier explorations and
now the student of history has
the advantage of knowing their
exact locations and the levels
at which they have been found,
and as excavations proceed a
definite chronology will be

possible. Among the finds
are:
Fragments of railings, San-
chi type

Bases of thupa finials

Fragments of stone pillars

Relic caskets, circular and
rectangular, plain or mould-
ed

1 guardstone with the full-
pot design

1 Siripatul (Buddha's holy
feet) stone

1 figure of dancer ?

A number of wedge shaped
cut stones

A large quantity of beads

Coins

Shells, chanks

Sea saund after 4 feet level

Potsherds

Metal fragments, nails (cop-
per and iron)

The stone used for buildings
and sculpture for the most
part are coral. A variety of
limestone found in the locality
has also been used. One would
after only a surface explora-

There are so far founda-

Culture & Civilization

(Continued from page 2)
Naga princes had a dispute.
That the Yakkhas were not
imaginary demons but origin-
al inhabitants of some stand-
ing is'shown by Paduk.bhya,
a successor of Vijaya who
reigned  at Anuradhapura,
establishing two Yakkha prin-
ces one of whom sat on a
throne of equal eminence with
the King’s, Faiher Heras of
Bombay, who is specialising
in the seal-inscriptions of Me-
henjodaro and Harappa and
who visited our Island some
years ago, identifies the signs
on the old punch-marked
coins of Ceylon as picture
writing belonging to the Indus-
valley culture. He also dis-
covered a number of signs of
the same writing in a natural
cave situated in a plantation
eight or nine miles from Ke-
galle. These are all pre-Bud-
dhistic, and mark, according
to him, the marvelious civili-
zation of the Indus Valley
which had spread down to
Ceylon three millennia before
Christ (Journal, C,B. R. A. S.
No. 90).

It was Buddhism that
achieved the consolidation of
the Sinbalese into a separate
race. But it took time to
penetrate into the masses, in
whose case, it was often a
veneer ol a foreign faith over
their old Hindu religious be-
liefs and practices. 'his seems
to have been especially so in
the North, where Buddhism

tion come to the conclusion
that coral bad to be transport-
ed about six miles, as the site
is six miles from the pearest
sea shore today, The presence
of sea-sand at four feet below
the present ground level along
with sea shells and chanks
would make it possible also to
conclude that at one time the
sea had extended to this area,
and corals then formed were
yet tound at the locality when
the builders of Kantarodai
were busy with their building
activities,

It is not possible to givea
full description of the beads
here. More than 16,000 have
been already collected. A large
number are of coral and paste,
Some are made of ivory or
chank. There are others of
glass, crystal, amethyst, gar-
net, carnelian and bovenite.
There are also a few of por=
celain, and a small number
made of gold foil. As for
varieties, there is the ordinary
round bead,.then the spaced
or collard beads, faceted ones
gedrowed beads, and barrel
beads. There are a few pend-
ants. A silver eldling has been
used as a pendant perforating
two holes.

Among the coins was a
Lakshmi plaque stamped and
cut out of a slab, It has sharp
edges. It bears the swastika
and railing symbols. There
were three coins with the
mapeless lion symbol, one with
the apimal standing to right
and two with the animal stand-
ing to lelt There were also
a coin with the elephant sym-
bol. Oge coin has the ruler’s
name Sri mat sahassamalla
(A.D. 1200—1202).

The collection of potsherds
consists of simple pieces, neck
pieces, orpate pieces, some
black ones, a few glazed pieces.
The pieces of tiles represent
plain flat types as well as those
with groves at the ends.

The excavations at Kanta-
rodai will be continued this
year.

did make great strides withous
entirely  destroying Hinda
ideas and leanings. The Bud-
dhistic Tamils of Rajarata
were still holding communi-
cation with South India and
had always a warm corner in
their hearts for their brethren
of the mainland who were
allowed to cross over and mix
with them freely as fresh colo-
nists or even pour in theip
thousands as assailants of the
reigning power.

The long and just reign of
the Tamil Elala over the great-
er part of the Island is well
known. And in the early years
of the 1ith century practically
the whole of Ceylon became
a province of the Chola em-
pire_under Rajarajal, Afier
the fall of Polonnaruwa, the
Sinhalese kings shifted the
capital of their kingdom to
Dambadeniya and other towns
further South.

From the 13th to the 17th
century, the Tamil Kingdom
of Jaffna flourished under the
Arya Chakravartics, except
for a short interval when sap-
umal Kumarayya, a prince of
Kotte, wrested it from one of
the Chakravarties who, how-
ever, returned to power soon
after. In the 14th century the

- Kingdom of Jaffna was at the

zenith of its power and glory,
It extended as far south as
Puttalam, and for a short time
it enjoyed even the overlord-
ship of the whole of Ceylon.
After the old Dravidian in-
habitants of Ceylon had turn-
ed Sinhalese, mew Dravidian
colonists gradually peopled
the nortbern part of the Island.
The new colonists were mostly
from the Chola country fame
ous in those d iys for its ad-
vanced form of government,
irrigation works and all civi-
lized arts and crafts of the
time. The beneficial influence
they exercised on Ceylon wag
tremendous. Many a govern-
ment policy of the Sinbalese
kings was in imitation of
Chola originals. The Sinha-
lese coinage is an outstanding
and concrete example. It
would readily be admitted that
the irrigation works of Ceylon
were based on those of South
India. To know that the Sin-
halese customs and laws of
land tenure were derived from
Draividian models one has
only to look into the late Mr.
Codrington’s “Ancient Land
Tenure and Revenune in Ceyi-
on,” where one will find
the terminology preponder-
antly Tamil. We know that
the scuiptors and the buvild-
ersof he ancient monuments
of Ceylon were Tamils from
the mainland. 1t is likely
that the enginecers whao
constructed the great tanks
and canals were from there
too. Ministers of kings were
often drawn from the learned
of South India as their queens
wnere themselves always Lra-
vidians being either princesses
directly brought from there
or descendants of Dravidian
queens in the Island. Thas
the most trusted bodyguards
of some medieval kings were
the Velaikaras of South India
i8 known withourt a shadow of
doubt from some Tamil ins-
criptions. It is common know-
ledge that the court language
in Ceylon was Tamil certainly
from the sixteenth century
and the signature and attesta-
tion of Bhuvanckabhu (1546)
at any rate was in Tamil, The
last four kings of Kandy
were Tamils.
~Reprinted from theVaidyesh
waran -
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pay) or give them one anda
half days lieu leave. Under the
present extremely low income

' earning circumstances, Socie-
ties cannot afford te pay dou-
ble salaries; giving 1% days
leave on the remaining work-
ing days dislocates the work-
ing of the Society in other
respects. So they want distri-
bution of rice to be done on
the day following the Poya
Holiday.

The Food Department’s ar-
gument against this proposal
is that a measure of rice is given
for a period of 7 days. roya
Holidays-—-unlike Sundays--are
not regular ; they fall rome-
times once in eight days; so
the 7 day arrangement is dis-
turbed. Such instances are
rare and negligible.

Example: In 1967 there were
52 Mondays ; of these 50
Mondays fell on a day
following the Poya Holi-
day. Variation was only
in 2 weeks. In 1968 there
are 53 Mondays ; of these
49 Mondays fall on the
day following the Poya
Holiday so that consum-
ers would have lost 2
measures in 1967 and 4
measures in 1968, To
compensate this loss,
Government can as they
have done in the case of
holidays (giving addition-
al Special Holidays to
complete the full number
of Holidays) give an addi-
tional measure or two as
the case may be during

_ Natlonal Prosperity.

 The Co-operative Movement pliys an
| important role in Ceylon's economic
development. The People's Bankworks
' together with the Co-operatives for

He Had Faith in Mankind

" Dr. Martin Luther Kiog died with a dream and a faith in
the future of mankind, A firm believer in non-violence, he
hoped and longed for the day when war, poverty and racial and’
social injustice would be completely elimipated, said Mr. Joel
Martin of the Peace Corps, addressing the trainees of the Co-
operative Training Scheol, Jaffoa, at a commemoration meeting

in honour of Dr, King.

-Mr. Martin went on to say
that one of Dr., King's guide-
lines was the Bible’s counsel
Do unto others as you would
have done unto you. In spite
of the gloom that enveloped
the world today, Dr. King was
hopeful that man would learn
to think more spiritually. He
dreamt of a future when white
and black would learn to live
together in complete equality.
Convinced that the Vietnam
war was immoral, Dr. King
stood up to be counted among
those who condemned the war
unequivocally. For Dr. King,
both the Civil Rights Cam-
paign and the Vietnam war
had to do with man’s freedom,
his fundamental rights and his
right to survival.

Qualified Suopport

Apswering questions, Mr.
Martin said that Dr. King had
been supported only up to a
point by the authorities : they
packed him up only to the
point where they felt he would
not cause a fundamental dis-
ruption of the American sys-
tem. It was significant, he re-
marked, that no American

the Christmas week and
the New Year week in
April.

President had used his full
powers to  ensure complete
equality for the Negro, Ques-
tioned about Vietnam, Mr,
Martin said he personally felt
that America should not have
intervened in what was funda-
mentally a Civil War.

A Permanent Place in History

Mr. K. Paramothayah, Prin-
cipal, who presided, said that
within his short span of life,
Dr. King had achieved so

much that he had secured a

permanent place in history. It
was his distinction to have in-
troduced to the West Mahatma
Gandhi’s noble weapon of
ahimsa. 1t was the irony of
history that apostles of peace
met with death at the hands
of violent men. But violence
could not strangle a noble
movement : it only spurred it
on. For Dr. King, religion
was not merely something
which dealt with the soul: in
his own words, a religion
which dealt only with the soul
but not with the social and
economic factors that scarred
the soul, was moribund and
only waiting to be buried. Dr.
King’s death was a loss to
every one of us andto the
whole world.

‘Just as Necessary
as a Temple’

A cooperative society is just
as necessary fo a village asa
temple or a school, said Mr.
R. Rajaratnam, President ND
CF, speaking at the Thenma-
radchy East MPCS Union
Seminar.

Deploring the Government’s
increasing tendency to use the
Cooperative Movement as a
tool to implement its policies,
Mr. Rajaratnam said that if
the Cooperative Movement
became an arm of the Govern-
ment, then it could not really
be called a People’s Move-
ment.

He condemned the Govern-
ment’s policy of changing CC
D’s every few months: this
was definitely harmful to the
Movement.

Stressing that economic pro-
gress was possible only through
Cooperation, he appealed to
honest men to join the Move-
ment and run it on the correct
lines instead of staying on the
sidelines and describing the
Movement as a den of thieves.
He appealed to cultivators to
pay back loans taken under
the mew Agricultural Credit
Scheme : otherwise the move-
ment would be severely ham-
pered.

Mr. J. R. Rajaratnam who
presided, welcomed the speak-
ers and delegates. He empha-
sised the need for Savings
Schemes in societies, and ap-
pealed to the delegates to
spread among their societies
the knowledge they gathered
at the Seminar,

Mr, V. Canagasabai ACCD
Jafina East stressed the need
for absolute honesty, if the
Cooperative Movement was
to progress, It was the lack
of honesty and ignorance that
hampered the Movement’s
progress. Cooperative Semi-
nars went a long way in dis-
pelling ignorance.

At the discussions that
followed, several speakers
stressed the need for a Unified
Service for Cooperative em-
ployees.

RD Textiles
Available Thro’

Consumers’ Union

The All Ceylon Cooperative
Consumers Union is making
available to cooperatives the
textiles produced at the Dept.
of Rural Development and
Small Industries. These tex-
tiles are comparatively low-
priced, coupon free and non-
price controlled.

The Consumers Union has
requested MPCS Unions to
undertake the supply of these
textiles to affiliated societies,
as imported textiles are not
available in adequate quanti-
ties, especially to meet the
New Year demands.

Canned Fish Distribution

Through Coop Unions

The C.W.E. has now decid-
ed to issue canned fish. only
through Cooperative Unions.

The Unions have been re-

quested to distribute the quan-
tities equitably not only to
Cooperatives but also to
authorised distributors attach-
ed to them and any other
traders having dealings with
the Unions. The Unions have
also been asked to'take parti-
cular care to see that consum-
ers are widely served by both
the Cooperatives and the pri-
vate sector, at reasonable
prices,

Wholesale Distribution
for
Consumers Union ?

The All Ceylon Cooperative -
Consumers Union is trying to
obtain supplies of locally pro-
dueed ‘Perakum’ Condensed
Milk and Marketing Depart-
ment products like jams, jel«
lies, chutneys, fruit juice, cor-
dials and fruit in syrup etc.
for wholesale distribution to
Unions.

All MPCS Unions have been
asked to indicate the quanti~
ties they require for distribu-
tion to affiliated societies and,
if necessary, to private traders,
after serving the coops’ re-
quirements.

Board Gives

Assurance

The Board of Directors of
Lanka Salu Sala Ltd. have
promised to sce to it that Coop
Unions will have no cause for
complaints regarding the dis-
tribution of textiles at the
Jawatta Stores.

This assurance was given to
a deputation consisting of a
few Directors of the Coopera-
tive Federation of Ceylon and
the All Ceylon Cooperative
Consumers Union together
with the Secretary of these
two institutions, which met
the Board of Directors of
Lanka Salu Sala recently.

The Dept. of Cooperative
Development has now placed
one of its officers at the Jawat-
ta Stores as liaison officer ¢
Union representatives can

make on the spot complaints. -

to him.

_ Dried Fish for
Coops

The C.W.E. has indicated
its willingness to issue dried
fish to Cooperative Unions
from its Welisara Depot ins-
tead of the MaCallum Road
Depot, if there is a joint re-
quest from all the Unions.

Phone ; 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNICN LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

T’gram : ““Yarlanien”’,

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd , B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

in Ceylon.}
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