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COMMENTARY

THIS IS YOUR CITY

A UNESCO study pointed out some time ago
‘that, compared with the ‘systems of cities’ that grew
up in Europe and America in the wake of indus-
trialization, urbanisation in Asia has been the result
.of European occupation. Our cities were no more
designed by us than our history was our own. Even
in the earlier period, except for designing temples
and their grounds and palaces and their outhouses,

" the rest of the city accumulated somehow, The near-

est to planning was that the dwellings of caste
groups clustered together. In the event, most towns
and cities in Ceylon (and even more in India) are
human jungles not calculated to provide a creative
social environment for the pursuit of the good life. But
the gravest weakness of modern city life is that the
4ransplanted villagers who came to form the bulk of
the citizenry left behind the cohesiveness and sense
of community of the village and became strangers
unto one another—lukewarm citizens.

The safest sociological prediction that can be
made for the future is that ten millions out of the
twenty-five millions who may live in this country
about the end of this century will be city dwellers.
The prospect casts on us the obligation to plan
them as cities for the people.

It is good to remember at the same time that
walls do not a city make, nor a city council consti-
tute government of the city by its citizens: It is
‘the civic spirit and shared living that makes the
city ; it is the participation of the citizens in the
processes of discussion and decision-making that
constitutes civic government. The manner in which
a city’s institutions and their functioning is organised
can well be an educative force. Did not Plato tell
us that, in order to educate the citizen, it is neces-
sary to educate the city? To survey the city, dig
its past and delve into the meaning of its institu-
tions is in turn to use a live text book in civics.

A Civic Week is therefore more than a cam-
paign for a clean and orderly city. Its purpose is
to bring home to the citizens that the city is their
city and its affairs their concern. There are three
things necessary to put the citizen at home in his
city—knowledge, love and vision. The first of
these liberating forces is KNOWLEDGE OF
THE CITY, its physical limits, history, monu-
ments, people, institutions and their modes of func-
tioning. The second thing worth developing in
the citizen is a SENSE OF BELONGING,
falling in love with his city, as Pericles told the
Athenians. In fact the beginning of loyalty to the
country is to learn to belong to the small place
and the small community of one’s own town or city.
The Civic Week should sound a call to the citizens,
young and old, to lay their powers and their service
at the feet of their eity as their fairest offering, Not
Jeast, it should hold before them the VISION OF
A NOBLER CITY as the symbol of a new life
for all that dwell therein.

The manner in which the Civic Week is orga-
nised, involving the participation of all citizens, can
make local government come to life in the area. It
should be animated by the voluntary spirit, which
has been called the life blood of democracy. Good
city democracy, or the getting together for a Civic
Week, may both beexamples of Jarna Sakti in action.
Local self-government, functioning on the prin-
ciple of unanimous decisions, was the supreme dis-
covery of our ancient political genius. But alas, the
perversions and discords that mark it everywhere
‘today! If the Civic Week can get going as a sponta-
neous activity of the people, it may well be the
means of rescuing City Government itself. It may
perhaps be once again, as of old: The Voice of the
Five is the Voice of God!
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The Department of Cooperative Development in conjunction with the
District Unions will try to revive defunct fishery cooperatives, and also organise
new societies. As a preliminary, a survey of defunct fishery coops will be
carried out in each ACCD’s division.

This was decided onat a
conference convened by the
All Ceylon Fish Sales Union.
Mr. F. A. Sandrasagara presi-
ded. Mr. W. Pathirana CCD,
ACCD Fisheries, and represen-
tatives of fishermen’s District
Unions were present at the
conference.

It was generally felt that
societies should not be organ-
ised merely to get loans from
the Government. On the other
hand, it was pointed out, the
stress should be on seminars
and study circles for prospec-
tive members before societies
were organised. It was also
felt that societies should not
be registered immediately but
only after thelapse of a period
of time. The conference also
decided to convene a meeting
of heads and representatives of
the Fisheries Corporation, De-
partment of Fisheries, the Co-
operative Department and re-
presentatives of District Uni-
ons, to discuss common pro-
blemsand énsure coordination.
The CCD is taking an active

interest in bringing about this

coordination.
Another topic discussed at
the conference was the question

DISCUSSION ON
HOW TO INCREASE
PRODUCTION

At a meeting of the Jaleel
Industrial Cooperative Sogiety,
presided over by Mr. M.M.K.
Mohamed Yusuf, the main
objects of the society and
the methods of increasing pro-
duction were discussed. Those
who took part in the discus«
sions were Mr. P. Govinda-
samy, Range Inspector, Mr.
S. Sellathurai and Mr. K.
Ranganathan of the Industries
Department.

‘Set Up Fisheries
Training Centre at Jaffna’

Mr. 8. Stanislaus, President
Northern  Province Fisher-
men’s Cooperative Societies
Union, has urged at a meet-
ing of the Fisheries Advisory
Board, that a Fisheries Train-
ing Centre be set up at Jaffna.
He pointed out that now stud-
ents from Jaffna have to go all
the way to Negombo for train-
ing: this meant unnecessary
expenditure for both the stud-
ents and the Government., If
a Training Centre were set up
at Jaffna, it would thus benefit
both parties.

Mr. Stanislaus also moved
that the Government allow
duty-free imports of fisher~
men’s occupational require-
ments of cauldrons, air buoys,
flippers, masks and rosin.

The meeting was presided
over by Mr. L. O, K. G, Fer-
nando, Director of Fisheries.

of providing workshop facili-
ties for repairing marine en-
gines. It was decided to
establish workshops at District
Union levels and to train mem-
bers of coops to undertake re-
pairs of marine engines. The
CCD was of the opinion that
for schemes of this nature
funds could be made available
from the Contribation Fund.
He has also undertaken to
secure foreign aid for this pro-
ject.

Data to be Collected

The District Unions have
been asked to assess the needs
of the fishermen and to collect

data about their occupational,
social and educational needs,
The CCD suggested that an
Advisory Committee comprisa
ing departmental representa-
tives and representatives of
District Unions, be set up to
explore ways and means of
developing the fishing industry
through cooperatives.  He
pointed out that nof enough
attention had been paid so far
to the development of the fish-
ing industry. They should try
to rectify this as early as pos-

" 8ible. In connection with this,
he suggested the immediate

formation of District Unions
for fishery coops.

A R P R el M B AR R T e L%, S s, ol
Deputation Pinpoints Shortcomings

A deputation from the Co-
operative Federation of Ceylon
which met the CWE Board re-
cently, pointed out that the
CWE’s allocation of dry fish
to cooperatives is thoroughly
insufficient : often stocks were
not available or the supplies
were much belowrequirements.

Grading Not Done Properly

The deputation pointed. out
that the allocation to Unions
was supposed to be on the
basis of 1 cwt. per 1000 rice
ration books but in practice
Unions do not get so much.
The Unions have also raised
doubts whether grading is
done properly because Grade
1 stuff issued to Unions com-
pares very poorly with the
stuff available with private
traders. The deputation also
emphasised that issues to in=-
dividual societies and AD’S
be stopped. It sugges-
ted that the CWE import more
of small varieties like Bolla,
sprats, prawns, salayo etc.
which are in great demand.

The deputation also com-
plained about the cement al-
location to Unions, describing
it as thoroughly inadequate. It
suggested that outstation build-
ers be supplied cement through

the Unions.

The other points the deputa-
tion raiged revolved round the
scarcity of items like Barley,
sago, garlic, torch batteries,
dhal, gram, tamarind and
Bombay onions. The deputa-
tion also complained about
the meagre quantities of ciga-
rettes supplied to Unions. It
further pointed out that the
CWE was not issuing imported
ceramics to the Unions.

Civic cﬁm
Health Week

Jaffna’s Civic cum Health
Week will be launched on
May 27th: the inauguration
ceremony Wwill take place at
Mazawrudeen Muslim Tamil
Mizxed School, and the winding
up ceremony at the Jaffna
Town Hall.

Community Centres and
schools have been asked to
provide volunteers to under=
take shramadana work in their
areas during the week.

Work will commence on
each day at 7 a.m. and end at
12-30 p.m. with a short break
for refreshments.

Pictured above is the new building of the Paranthan Branch of
the Jaffna Cooperative Provincial Bank, which was ceremonially
opened by Mr. T. B. Panabokke, Chairman, People’s Bank.
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For the Record

When in this column I re-
fer to past events Or to SOUrces
of facts, I rely almost exclu-
sively on my memory for if I
wanted to authenticate my
statements with chapter and
verse, I would have to hunt
high and low in libraries and
make journeys to distant parts
of the Peninsula—labour and
expense out of all proporiion
to the importance of the co-
lumn’s content. But surpris-
ingly enough, my facts have
not been challenged hitherto.
That may be becanse few
people read this column or
those who read don’t bother
to point out the inaccuracies,

After I had sent in my piece
on the Three Kesaris, (Coo_p-
erator, April 15, 1968) I dis-
covered that my memory had
played a Freudian trick on me.
It is not true that I was in
editorial charge of the Kesari
from the day of its birth to its
demise. For a short while,
P. Kandiah-later M.P. for
Udupiddy-#cquired the Kesari
and wasin control. Although I
continued to write, policy de-
cisions were made by Kandiah.
A wealthy friend of Kandiah’s
from his Oxford days, Harold
Peiris, was, I believe, involved
in this deal. At some point
during this period when 1 was
practising law in Colombo,
there was an effort made to
revamp the paper and draw
me also more actively into the
enterprise. A small party
met at Lionel Wendt’s home
for a preliminary pow-wow.
Wendt himself, Lyn Ludowyk,
Harold Peiris, P. Kandiahand
myself, I remember, were
there. Maybe there were
others. I was certainly
flattered by the concern
shown by these highbrow
personages in our little brain-
child. Some of them I met for
the first time. Many of them
were Kandiah’s friends from
his Cambridge and Ozxford
days.

National Unity
Threatened ?

I am not familiar with the
contents of the District Coun-
cils Bill. From press reports
it seems a toothless tiger. But
I am puzzled by the outcry
that is being raised against it.
Its opponents are convinced
that the establishment of these
councils would disrupt national
unicy. But where is this unity?
Whatever semblance of unity
there was, was revealed as a
gham with the passing of the
Sinhala Only Act. The majori-
ty community in the island

proclaimed to the world that,
relying on its numerical
strength alone, it was resolved
to impose its will on the whole
island. What has happened
since then to make the Sin-
halese people doubt their
power to do as they please?
Can anyone honestly belicve
that any minority group or
combination of such groups
can seriously threaten Sinhala
hegemony in Ceylon? The
minorities will probably remain
unreconciled in the depths of
their being, and may now and
again make noises of disgrun-
tlement . But what can these
avail against the brute fact of
an unchanging and unchange-
able majority ?

And where do the District
Councils come in? Is it sug-
gested that the Councils in the
North and East will somehow
combine to organise a secession
movement and eventually suc-
ceed in breaking away from
the rest of Ceylon? With the
G.A. as president and various
ministers in effective control
of different subjects coming
under the purview of the Coun-
cils, what chance is there for
the Councils to use their
powers to promote secession ?

As I see it, the Councils are
going to be hamstrung and
will probably share with the
Kachcheris the functions now
being exercised by the latter.

Thus any threat to “National
Unity’ from District Councils
or any other source is chimeri-
cal. Thereis substantial ag-
reement among all parties
whose membership is exclusive-
ly Sinhalese, on the inalien-
able rights of the majority
community to do as it pleases
with the minorities. Even
those intrepid revolutionaries
who claim to follow Karl
Marx and are continuing to
exhort the workers of the
world to unite and overthrow
capitalism have grown old and
weary and seem to have learnt
the value of swimming with
the tide.

In India, which is also plag-
ued by racial and religious
tensions, @ Muslim has been
elected President, although the
Hindus form the majority of
the population. In Canada
where a secessionist move-
ment has been active for some
time among the French speak-
ing minority, a French Cana-
dian has been chosen Prime
Minister. Can anyone imagine
such a thing happening in
Ceylon in the foreseeable
future? The minorities must
be satisfied with crumbs. So
why all this pother about these
innocuous District Councils ?

S.H. P.

25, Front Street,
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As is natural to one who is
on the brink of the Psalmist’s
three score and ten, my mind
often goes back to my boyhood
and the pattern of life that
prevailed then. Rice was then
not a must in people daily
dietary. Kurukkan and varagn
were grown in Manipay fields,
millet (#mud) was raised in
Suthumalai a bare three quar-
ter mile from Manipay. Vari-
ous kinds of yam—-chirukilanku
(Poy Bpi@), mullankilanku
(wpevaver &), vallikilanku
(warafls &iomi) and king
yam (@rm&aared) were cul-
tivated in the red soil belt
(@ebur®). Of these only
king yam seems to have re-
tained its old place. Various
palmyra products—the fruit
itself exposed to heat or soaked
in a slightly acid concoction
called kadi (smig) was often
the morning meal. The suckers
sun dried and pounded into
flour was made into pittv
(pgwm@ @) or kool (#ih
—a thick soup with the flouras
base and enriched by vegetables
particularly tender jak and
cow-pea, fish, crabs, prawns
etc.). Although much travelled
gourmets like Poet Tambi-
mutta and short story writer
Subramaniam have sang its
praises, kool has lost its place in
the Jaffna man's dietary. The
day’'s left over rice was pre-
served in cold water to serve
as morning meal, The house-
wife’s last chore every night
was to pour water over the
left-over rice. Panattu either
dripping with jaggery syrap
(umenfl) or in its primitive form
was a relish that went well
with cold rice (LpEsCam my).

tive season for young and .old
Coconut fighting (3umoig)
filled the land. In neatly every
garden there was at least one
tree that bore nuts of the
quality needed for this sport—
(Gumiwgtb), In every village
there were a few trees whose
nuts enjoyed a special repu-
tation for hardihood and which
were in high demand. Small
boys challenged their neigh-
bours and the victor enjoyed a
short hour of triumph. But it
was far from a children’s game.
Adults from one village often
met their counterparts from a
neighbouring village and the
competition was bitter. The
competition was called a pan-
gam (umsib) and each side
amassed thousands of nuts and
sturdy men were chosen to
break the adversary’s coconuts
and the side whose entire
armoury was not smashed was
the victor. This conrest often
took place near a temple and
the broken nuts were given to
the temple to be used for
making oil for the temple's
needs. It was believed that
Galle produced very powerful
nuts and those who had friends
or relatives pot down nuts
from there for use in these
contests. During the last twen=
ty five years or so I have not
seen even little boys tryineg to
smash each others’ nuts.

Temple Festivals

The rainless months—from
March to August—lent them-
selves to outdoor activity. This
was and is the time of high
festivals in our temples. One
feature of these festivals that
enthralled the young were the

by S. HANDY PERINPANAYAGAM

Status Symbols

Of course people did bay
vegeiables or grow them., Bat
they also found them in hedges
and back gardens. Greens
which I ate as a boy have not
even been seen by my children
for they are not sold in markets,
Leafy vegetables, it seems to
me, were eaten in greater abun-
dance then than now—musu-
ttai, mullai, kowvai, karai,
murungai, chandi, mosumosulk-
kai (ppel e, wpevdn, Qsm
adieneal, STeF, (PHEDS,
Feiw1g., Quor &Qwr H&ams) are
some of the leaves that
I remember eating as
curry or varai (ewewm) or
pachchadi (LUF&®) or ingre-
dients in kool or pulikanchi
(yefiGs@58), In those days
even rich people did not disdain
these foods. No one’s dietary
was exclusively rice-centred.
Wheat was an urban exotic
which occasionally found its
way into rural spots. Today
rice and wheat have dislodged
their rustic predecessors. They
are not merely food. They are
also status symbols,

While I am writing this I
am haunnted by a fear., Am1
generalising from my exzper-
ience of my middle class kin
and acquaintances? Of course
they are not ‘scientific’ conclu-
sions derived from a statistical
survey. But the middle class
are trend-makers and pace-set-
ters and what they do today
will be dooe by others tomor-
TOWs

It is not merely our food
habits that have changed. Our
pastimes and amusements also
have suffered change. The
Chittrai New Year was a fes-

kavadis (smaig), Genteel folks
who had made vows just
walked under the yoke while
their retainers did the actual
carrying. But to many it was
a fine art. When there was a
dance kavadi (%5515 amauy.)
to be taken, the party taking
it underwent a rigorous train-
ing lasting for months. An
Annavi ( gyeim@nai) was en-
gaged who taught the correct
step and drilled the performers
in every detail of movement
and stance. During the 15 days
of festivals in the temple
near my home devotees
bearing kavadis of all des-
crigtions—Aatakavadi (oL
ssmaty), Koothukavadi (&5
gissmaiy), Chedilkavadi (@&
STAI.), escorted by rela-
tives and friends would arrive
at the temple from all dir-
ections. Today one would be

lucky if he could see’'even one
kavadi a day except on the last
two days—the car festival and
the water cutting (87 &&Lb)
festival when there is a fair
sprinkling.

Probably there are more
kavadis carried to Chellach=
channithi, Maviddapuram and
Nallur. But everywhere there
bhas been a dwindling in the
number of persons who vow.
kavadis and carry out the vow.
Speaking of kavadis, I remem-
ber my astonishment at the
diversity and abundance of
kavadis 1 saw at one Tirukarti-
gai (BwésniGans) festival
at Kathirgamam. Kavadis of
many shapesandsizeswerethere
to see—small ones for tiny tots
and adult size for their parents,
Although I had read of Mrs,
Bandaranaike's kavadi at the
Lunawa temple, 1 first saw
women carrying kavadis at
Kathirgamam on this oceasion..
The most impressive kavadi
that I saw then was the child
kavadi (LAerdré smang). |t
is not, as one might suppose, a
kavadi carried by a child.
Rather the child himself was
the kavadi. Childless parents
would make a vow to Murugan
that if their barrenness should
be cured, they would carry a
child kavadi to Kathirgamam;
and when Murugan granted the
boon, the father and mother
carried the child to Murugan's
sylvan shrine in a swinging

contraption suspended from a.

pole—resting on the shoulders
of the parents. Quite a num-
ber (at least half) of the devo--
tees who carried kavadis to
Murugan were Sinhalese Bud--
dhists. Kathirgamam’s
ation in a wooded hill and the
general landscape and atmos-
phere of the place discourages
sophistication and elitism,.
Face to face with Nature in
her rugged grandeur, man per=-
haps throws off the artificial--

ities acquired in civilised so--

cigty and at least for the dur-
ation of the pilgrimage, be-

comes a primal human being. -

This is an impressionist eg=-
say, without any pretension to
1 have.
been watching with interest the -
gradual supersession of folk-

scientific precision.

ways and our mode of life by
an urban, cosmopolitan scale

of values and a way of life in

accord with these values, I am
no lugubrious moralist hark-
ing backto the simplicities and
vnsophisticated plain living of
the ‘good old days” 1 express
ng value judgement. I am only
recording some of the changes
that I balieve I have seen come
over Jaffna’s values and way

of lifé during the last half
centory.

Address :

"~ Retail Shop at :

JAFFNA MP.C.f. UNION LTD.

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,

Authorised distributors for
CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna,

loc- -

—
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A JOKE—IN
EXCEEDINGLY POOR
TASTE

A sense of humour—cons-
cious or otherwise—is the last
thing one usually associates
with ruling circles. But the
Emergency (Controlled Arti-
cles and Regulated Areas) Re-
gulations, No. 4 of 1968 con-
clusively prove that, unsus-
pectedly ensconced in the seats
of power are some people who
(though blissfully ignorant of
their talent) can give Jerry
Lewis and Dean Martin a close
run for their money.

Even if one had set out to

be deliberately funny, one

~couldn’t have produced such

a priceless joke as these Re-
gulations which stipulate that
if, for instance, anyone living
in the ‘regulated area’ (5 miles
inland from the coast of the
Jaffna Peninsula stretching
from Chundikulam up to Ko-
vilam. Point) has more than
2 fountain pens or 2 ball point
pens, without a permit from
the Competent Authority, he
will be presumed — in the
frightfully funny words of the
Regulations—to “have been
preparing or attempting to ex-
port or take out that article
from . Ceylon until the con-
trary is proved by such per-
_30]1’) !

Anxious consumers who, in
the face of recurringshortages,
stock more than 2 1bs. of dried
milk powder (or 1 tin contain-
ing more than 2 1bs.) or 2 tins
of condensed milk or 1 tin
of Ovaltine or 1 bottle or tin
of malted milk will hereafter
have to face charges of be-
ing illicis ‘exporters’. The
Regulations seem to have co-
vered pretty nearly all the
esgential items which the har-
assed consumer assiduously
The only glaring
omission is sarees: being
charitably inclined, I shall put
it down to a sense of gallantry.
Our ladies, not to mention tex-
tile merchants, will of course

be thankful for this small
mercy.

We are told that these mis-
begotten Regulations are in.
tended to stamp out smuggl-
ing in the Jaffna district. Some-
how the authorities are obses-
sed with the peculiar idea that
the Jaffna climate breeds no-
thing but smugglers. What
they seem to have forgotten
is that smuggling is perhaps

_the only truly national enter-

‘prise today, with people from
every part of the country being
involved. The arecanuts,
cloves and nuwmegs that are
smuggled across to India come
from upcountry ; the wristlets
and the fountain pens are
brought in from places like
Wattala. But strangely enough
(well, considering past and
present history, it’s not so
strange after all) these acute
minds have not théught of
blocking the sources but only
the exit.

By branding every Jaffna
resident a potential smuggler,
the authorities are behaving
rather, like the schoolmaster

who gets the whole class to .

stand up on the form because
he can’t catch the wretch who
threw a paper ball at him.
What a sorry admission of
incompetence these Regula-
-tions are! After deploying the
Services, the Police and the
Customs all. this ! time and
spending so much money, to
have to tell almost the entire
residents of the Peninsula to
bend down to receive six of
the best !

If anyone is stupid enough
to believe that these asinine
regulations will root out smug-
gling in Jaffna or any other
part of the country, then he’ll
swallow anything.

Those whom the gods wish
to destroy, they first make
mad. It seems as if the gods
have already driven the,
powers-that-be mad.

and 41% respectively.

| SAVINGS DEPOSITS

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

FIXED DEPOSITS
: Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
237, and 3319 respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
{ and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%

| of interest payable will be 4%, for the month in which there

| interest payable will be 41%.
1 SECURITY DEPOSITS

| rity Deposits of Societies will be 33%.

. (1) Interest at the rate of 3% . is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Imstitutions, the rate

is a minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/- or over.
(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable onm Secu-

PAWN BROKING

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. The rate
of interest charged is 9% and Repayment by Instalments

is ‘allowed.

Branches : rx"\
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—Point Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :

59, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.

RA"N

Rabindranath Tagore sang
the psalm of love and dreamt
of the religion of man.

Though essentially a poet
Tagore’s work is deeply im-
pressed with metaphysical no-
tions which would excite the
imagination of the philosophic
critic. His philosophy is of
course a *‘sigh of the soul ra-
ther than a reasoned account
of metaphysics; anatmosphere
rather than a system of philo-
sophy”. It is an artist’s crea-
tion. -

His philosophy largely cen-
tres round the eternal query—
what is the relation of the
finite with the Infinite? “Me-
seems, there is only one grand
tune of all my compositions
and it may conveniently be
styled as the union of the Infi-
nite with the finite in finite-
ness”’,

Organic Relation

Asg a vedantin of the San-
kara School he extols the Ab.
solute, disregarding the claims
of finite individuals. As a ve-
dantin of the Ramanuja School

tations of this Infinite mind.
My mind is ot separate from
yours. Had it been so, no com-
munication between mind and
mind would be possible.’ “Let
me contemplate the adorable
splendour of Him who created
the earth, the air and the star-
ry spheres and sends the power
of comprehension within our
minds”. The same reason
which is permeating nature is
also in man, the finite indivi-
dual and this is why it is pos-
sible for men to iunderstand
nature. The external nature
and man’s reason are the ex-
pressions of the supreme Rea-
son.

‘Day by day you buy your
sunrise from my heart and
you find your love carven
into the image of my life’.

This:is the eternal love dra-
ma between the Deity and
the devotee. The poet as a
devotee feels that he is being
led by his Deity along the
path of life and death.

" The philosophy of Vaishna-
vism lays emphasis- on the in-

by P. CHANDRASEGARAM
Dept. of Education, University ef Ceylon,

and even as a follower of Vai-
shnavaism, he weaves a firm
organic relation between the
Absolute and the finite.

He never accepted Maya as
an adequate. explanation of
tire world. In fact he has pro-
tested against it, “Coming to
the theatre of life we foolishly
sit with our ‘back to the stage.
We see the gilded pillars and
decorations, we watch the com-
ing and going of the crowd;
and when the light is put out
at the end we ask ourselves
in bewilderment what is the
meaning of it all ? If we paid
attention to the inner stage we
could witness the eternal love
drama of the soul and be as-
sured that it has pauses but
no end and that the gorgeouss
world preparations are not a
magnificient delirium of
things™,

He would say that there is
no Maya ; Brahman’s manifes-
tation is in Apandam and that
Anandam is meaningless if we
never can expect to realise the
highest perfection that there is.
If we have an aim and yet
never can reach it, then it is
no aim at all,

According to the poet, Rea-
lity is one. Monism is the

.keyword with the poet. He

does not favour dualism or
pluralism.

But there is another side to
his teachings. As one in sym-
pathy with Vaishnavaism, he
believes in what might be call-
ed qualified monism. The fini-
tes are not passing phenomena.
They contribute their share to
ultimate Reality. The Abso-
lute needs the finite and needs
them most. Without the finites
the eternal love-drama is atan
end.

“Oh! Thou Lord of All
Heaven, where would

be thy love if I were not”.

In Fruit Gathering :

“I came and you woke and
skies blossomed with lights...
Yet I know the endless thirst
in your heart for sight
of me, the thirst that cries at

my door in the repeated

Knockings of Sunrise”.

Tagore tends to look upon
the ultimate Reality as Mind.
This Infinite mind is the crea-
tor and we are finite represen-

¢

timate relation between God
and man. The God is Rasa
and this is why through one
He becomes many. The Infi-

nite gladly allows ‘itself to be -

ceught in the snares of the
finite, Tagore mingles his
tunes with the Vaishnavas when
he says, ‘There is one and the
One says, Ishall bzcome many.
The One wanted 1o enjoy its
Unity in Diversity ; so the cre-
ation began’.

God is eternal, man is etern-

-al and so is love,

Tagore expresses himself as
an Absolutist, but at the same
time as a concrete Idealist too.
He is seized by the supreme
glory of the Absolute. Borne
by such feelings he has some
times minimised the worth of
the finites of the world, but in
his concept of Jivandevaha he
believes in abiding relation
between the Infinite and the
Finites,

Endless Motion

The Jivan Devaha or ti:le
Absolute is Satyam, Sivam

Y

RANATH TAGORE

and Sundaram ; truth, good-
ness and beauty. The Jivan-
devaha is not a barren, static
Reality. Heis highly dyna-
mic. In Balaka, the poet in-
terrogates the meving river on
change, “You move on, move
on, move in speed, You fly
undaunted and seldom do you
look back™. The life process
is moving endlessly in an infi-
nite pursuit. “The life process
of the Cosmos has heard the
singular voice which is not
here, not here, but somewhere
else’. This is why we find life
around us to bz dynamic and
progressing. [

If the ultimate reality be Si-
vam, how can there be evil in
it? How can we explain the
evils and sufferings of ' the
world ? According to Tagore,
“the question why there is evil
in existence is the same as why
there is imperfection or in
other words why there is crea-
tion at all”. The questions of
evil and finiteness are thus in-
terwined. Evil or pain there
is in the universe and nobedy
can deny it. But the question
is, is it final ? Tagore would
say that, *“Pain which is the
feeling of our finiteness, is not
.a fixture in life. Itis not an
end in itself as joy is. To meet
with itis to know that it has
no part in the true perform-
ance of creation™,

Evil and suffering could be .
transformed. Evil can be made
to grow into good. To con-
quer evil and suoffering, omne
has to cultivate goodness.
What is goodness ? ““...when
a man begins to have an ex-
tended vision of his true self,
when he realises that he is
much more than at present he
seems to be, he begins to get
conscious of his moral nature.
Then he grows aware of that
which he is yet to be, and the
state not yet experienced by
him becomes more real than
that under his direct experi-
ence.. Necessarily, his pers-
pective of life changes and his
will takes the place of his wish-
eS. For Willis the supreme
wish of the larger life, the life
whose greater portion is out
of our present reach, whose
objects are not for the most
part before our sight,

(To be Continued )
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1t is over six hundred years
since the Tamil kindom of
northern Ceylon was founded.
The origins of the city of
Jaffna probably date back to
the days when this kingdom
was founded. The northern
part of the island now roughly
covered by the district of
Jaffna was administered as a
province of the Sinhalese king-
dom from very early times. In
the early days it was known as
Nagadipa and it appears that
the governor of this province
was known as Diparaja (possi-
bly the Tipattaraiyan of the
Tamil inscription), that is, the
ruler of (Naga)dipa. The place
which enjoyed the status of
the capital of the grovince is
not known but it seems from
the Vallipuram gold plate that
at least in the second century
A.D. Vallipuram, near Point
Pedro, might have been the
provincial capital. It appears
to have been the headquarters
of the principal tax-collector
as well as of the governor.

Until the foundation of the
Tamil kingdom, there is no
evidence about Jaffna or about:
any other place which served

* as the northern capital. The
Tamil kingdom was founded
some time in the first half of
the thirteenth century. A place
called  Sinkainakar seems to
have been the capital of this
kingdom when it was founded.
This place was definitely the
capital of the kingdom when
the Ariyacakravartis were rul-
ing in the fourteenth century.
The early Tamil works of

known as Jafana-patao or
Jaffna.

No Description Available

Prior to the fifteenth cen-
tury, no desgription of the city
of Jaffna is available in our
sources. In the fifteenth cen=
tury, the Sinhalese sandesa
poems give a brief description
of the city but this is mainly
poetic and is unreliable. Sa-
pumal Kumaraya, the prince
from the Kotte kingdom who
sacked the city in the middle
of the fifteenth century, ap-
pears to have rebuilt parts of
the city. The Yalppana-vai-
pava-malai, which refers to him
as Puvanekapaku, credits him
with the building of the new
city.

The Europeans who frequ-
ented the city from the begin-
ning of the sixteenth century
have left us more reliable ac-
counts of the place. In
the sixteenth century, the

Tamil king of Jaffna held his’

court in Nallur, which the Por-
tuguese describe as the only
city in the kingdom. The pre-
sent town of Jaffna was at that
time ‘the town and praca of
the Portuguese’. The Portu-
guese had their fort here. Ko-
lumputturai was the port. Bet-
ween Kolumputturai and Nal-
lur there wasia stockade which
alone appears to have retained
the name of Sinkai-nakar {(the
Chunguinaynar of the Portu-
guese). The fort area is no
doubt the oldest section of the
present Jaffna city proper.

Early in the seventeenth cen-

by DR. K, INDRAPALA
Dept. of History, University of Ceylon

Jaffna, such as the Cekaraca-
celara-malai, Celcaraca-cekar-
am and the Taksina-kailaca-
malai, make it very clear that
Sinkai-nakar was the seat of
the Ariyacakravartis. The only
Tamil inscription mentioning
an Ariyacakravarti of Jaffna
also refers to Sinkai-nakar as
his seat. In the fifteenth cen-
tury, this city is referred to in
the inscriptions of Arikesari
Parakrama Pandya, It is clear
from these references that Sin-
kai-nakar was the capital of
the Tamil kingdom in the early
period of its history. |

The later chronicles of Jaffna,
however, do not mention Sin-
kai-nakar as the,capital of the
kingdom. Yalppana-véipava-
malai and the Kailaya-malai
give Nallur as the capital of
the first Ariyacakravartis. Nal-
lur is not mentioned in any of
the earlier Tamil works or in
inscriptions. Onithe other hand,
the Sinhalese works of the fif-
teenth century refer to the seat
of the Jaffna rulers as Yapa-
patuna (Yalppanam). The
SouthIndian inscriptions of the

fiftecenth and sixteenth centur-

jes also mention Yalppanam.
According to  the Portuguese
swriters, Nallur was the capital
of the Jaffna rulers in the first
decade of the sixteenth - cen-
tury. A comparative study of
all these literary and inscrip-
tional references” shows that
the names Sinkai-nakar,Nallur
and Yapapatuna or Yalppan-
am were applied to the same
city and that after the Portu-
guese infrusion the section
where the palace of the Tamil
king was situated came to be
exclusively known as {Nallur
while the section occupied by
4he Portuguese came to be

tury the Portuguese’ destroyed
the city of Nallur and enlarged
their fort and town in Jaffna,
The fort had walls of unusual
height and thickness and was
considered to be larger than
even the Fort of Batavia (mo-
dern Jakarta), which was the
capital of the Asian empire of
the Dutch. The Dutch author
Baldaeus, who was in Jaffna
at the time of its"conquest by
the Dutch, has left the follow-
ing description of the fort :

“Being now returned to
Jafnapatan we considered
the probabilities there. We
saw that the fort was not to
be taken by storm, owing to
the unusual height  of its
walls, nor was itto be effect-
ed by mines, owing to its
rocky soil when dug out'a
little, nor was it to be level-
led with the thunderings of
our cannon owing to- the
triple thick walls, which
would not yield to the hea-
viest of our canon shots: . . .
The Fort of Jafnapatan is a
square  surrounded with
strong high walls.... it is
larger than the Fort of Ba-
tavia’.

When the Duteh occupied
the city, ‘the church and the
houses (were) repaired, and the
place (was) planted with 2 or
300 coconut trees’. They also
pulled down many of the
dwelling houses which stood
too close to the canal and the
fort. During the period of
Dutch rule the city did not ex~
tend very much beyond the
fort and the small area around
it. The main buildings in the
city were the houses (huys) of

the various administrative offi- .

cials such as the Commandeur,
Capiteyn, Coopman, Onder

e

Coopman, Predicant and the
Krank-bezoeker. There was
a large church in the fort.
There were also churches in
Vannarponnai and Chundi-
kuli, but these were not part
of the town at that time.

Town Enlarged

The Dutch no doubt enlarg-
ed the town and by the end of
the eighteenth century there
was, besides the main fort, a
section without any walls call-
ed the Pettah or Black Town
which was very populous. The
Britisher Percival, who was in
Ceylon at the time of the Bri-
tish conquest of Jaffna (at the
turn of the eighteenth century),
gives us the following descrip-
tion of Jaffna :

Problems

Introduction:

Countries which recently
emerged to independence from
centuries of Colonial rule are
faced with the task of switch-
ing over the medium of admi-
nistration from their erstwhile
master’s language into their
own national languages. In so
far as the Tamil speaking
people are concerned, we have
a common problem, that of
switching over the medium of
administration from English
to Tamil and it is here the

Text of a paper read at
the Second International
Conference-Seminar of Ta-
mil Studies, Madras.

translator plays an important
role.

Translation as a means of
conveying the thoughts and
concepts of one language into
another is not something novel
to us, for we have a long
tradition of translating literary
and semi-literary works from
Sanskrit in the past and in
recent years from English and
other European languages.
Qur earliest extant Grammatic-

“The fort and town of
Jaffng, the capital of" the
district, stands at the dis-
tance of some miles from

the sea, but communicates -

with it by means of a river
navigable by boats, The river.
falls into the sea near Point
Pedro. . ..The fort of Jaffna
is small, but exceedingly
neat and well buils. The
Pettah or Black Town with-
out the walls, which is of a
quadrangular figure, is large
and more populous than that
of Trincomalee. Since Col-
umbo was taken possession
of by the English, several
Dutch families have quitted
it, and taken up their resi-
[ ]

OF JAFFNA

dence in the neighbourhood
of Jaffna, as the latter place
is much cheaper and better
supplied with all the neces-
saries of life, several of
which are scarcelyto be pro-
cured in the other parts of
the island™.

With the unification of the
island in the nineteenth cen-
tury, Jaffna became the capital

_of the Northern Province and

the seat of the Government
Agent. T continued to be an
important port until the exten=
sion of the railway early in this
century. Under the British

rule, it grew rather rapidly to
become the second largest city
in the island.

of Oficial Translations

translation, nothing less and
nothing more, This is no easy
task. [Che difficulty is all the
more pronounced when, the
translator handles documents
of a legal nature as for ex-
ample Administrative Regula-
tions, Financial Regulations,
etc. Here the intended mean-
ing of the original text should
not be distorted even by a
hair’s breadth.

Difficulties in Translating: -

Let us for a moment con-
sider why this type of transla-
tion should present difficulties
to the translator. In my view
when the national languages
are called upon to express a
body of knowledge which is
not part of their culture, they
become incapable of convey-
ing the exact ideas and
thoughts. This incapability
becomes more and more pro-
nounced as this body of know-
ledge grows in magnitude, 1he
national languages of the
countries which gained inde-
pendence a few years ago,
have been long neglected in
the sphere of admimistration
and hence they are not devel-
oped adequately. When the
switch over is effected, the

by MAHESVARI

BALAKRISHNAN

Translator, General Treasury

al work, Tholkaappiyem,
speaks of translation (@um A
Quuirss Jsiuu. wurs
Fev) as one of the four ways
of writing Collateral works
(auid mrev). This, of course,
applies to translation of liter-
ary works, Translation of
literary works from other lan-
guages into Tamil has been
done so effortlessly and natur-
ally by competent scholars
that it will not be incorrect to
say that translation is an art
and a fine art at that. Ip the
matter of translating literary
works, whete the emphasis is
on evoking emotional respon-
ses, the translator enjoys a
certain degree of freedom, and
nobody expects him to be cent
per cent faithful to the origin-
al. In fact, little deviations
here and there are not con-
demned as inaccuracies, but
rather commended as the
translator’s expression of indi-
viduality and originality., But
the translator of Official docu-
ments has no such freedom.
Accuracy should be his watch-
word, for it is his duty to en-
sure that the exact meaning of
the original is conveyed in his

machinery and the technique
of administration remain the
same; only the media are
changed. This change is
brought about by translation
and translation alone. The
translator is expected to do
wonders overnight and his
task therefore is an unenviable
one. Our tradition has been
hitherto to carry on the admi-
nistration in English and now
we are translating in toto those
concepts into Tamil.

Grammatical Difficulties:

It is said that the ‘genius’ of
each language is different and
it is here that the translator’s
difficulties arise. The trans-
lator meets with two different
levels of linguistic structure.
One is the grammatical struc-
ture and the other is the lexi-
cal structure. The two levels
are nevertheless inter-related
in that both have to account
for the choices involved in the
selection of the written lan-
gnage. The difference between
the two levels, grammar and
vocabulary,
that the choices they are deal-
ing with are of different kinds.

lies in the fact .

That is, grammar deals with
the system of relatively small
number of possible choices
while the vocabulary is con-

cerned with a larger set of

possibilities. =~ The gramma-
tical structure of English dif-
fers from the grammatical’
structure of Tamil. A com--
pound sentence in English

with all its qualifying clauses -
is_difficult to be translated’
without the meaning being
Dividing :

somewhat altered.
it up into shorter sentences
may tend to alter the meaning
and may not appear to be
quite relevant. In particular:
legal expressions cannot in

any way be altered for fear

that the meaning too would!
be altered. But in translating

such a sentence into Tamil the-

translator normally starts with:

the last phrase or clause in the-
sentence, works his way up--

wards and ends with the prin--
cipal clause. In such transla-
tions, the sequence of ideas.
gets somewhat interrupted and”
the whole sentence tends to-
get disorganised as a result,
Let us take for example an»

agreement which reads as.
follows :—

“This agreement entered 'into-

on the dates hereinafter-
mentioned between...
......... of the one part-and’
....o.s..hereinafter referred:
to as........ which term shall
mean and include the said
....ss.. and his successors.
for the time being holding
the said office of and
all other officers for the time
being helding office as......
(acting for and on behalf of
the Government of Ceylon),
of the other part, ........ it

when 1translated would read
as follows: —

Qsemaswl Nevarn @l
Q@ CsBasefle,.....
e @B CEFTBS.reennnsns
erériseurt upSevmib 1571
wrsah, @ & er & & & L

LGN ... 6T S & DL
G du@mh (Bousg b
QeBems YT FETESS 3G

ST & HyFHew Faiidgyib
St QFdiuyb GFmee Ly

Ule...... .. GTGH LI @ GOAT
LD .o.eviien.- CTEREYILD LIS
dlenw LG pen 55 G

afdGidb yumssl Her
U CaUTETUJID  vovusneen s
&l ugel afl&@b W H
Gpéoar 2 580uTsss
g b & BEGLD) . vvsnn
eredrLieurt Lo ML ST Sayb
Qalwou@h @QFs o Lar
L11g & 60 & WIT G0 5
(Continued on page 7)
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HEAVY RAINS DISPEL FEARS

~—

In the last two memoranda
of mine 1 had informed my
readers that copies of the same
bave already been forwarded
to the Ceylon Association for
the Advancement of Science
(C.A.A.S)) [or its arbitration
and comments if any, on some

of the issues in dispute on the

above subject matter. After
about a month’s interval I
received a letter from the As-
sociation concernedsaying that
since the committee of section
D was in no way in a position
to make any judgement on
some of the theories put for-
ward by me, my two memos
have therefore been referred to
the proper authorities in the
Irrigation Dept. who are now
conducting a thorough investi-
gation of the same problems.
I have thus been requested by
the Secretary to communicate
with the lrrigation officials
concerned for any definite
opinions in this connection.
As my readers are already
aware, my last two memos
contain some important issues
that are quite in conflict with
that of the technical team
since nominated by the Miuis-
try of Land, Irrigation and
Power to undertake a detailed
study of the ground water re-
sources and problems of the J/
Peninsula. This being the
case, what is most baffling is
as to how the C.AAS. had
thought it fit or proper to re-
direct me and my memos to
the same body of men with
whom it surely koows my
views are in conflict to get at
an impartial verdict! [t is now
best left to my readers there-
fore to judge for themselves
the likely reason or reasons
behind the C.A.A.S. resorting
to this strange line of action.
On my own part however 1
have strong grounds to believe
that it is more due to reluct-
ance rather than any inability
or incompetence on its part,
that the C.A.AS. had
deemed it prudent to re-
mainsilent on the controversies
involved.  In fact when an-
other person who is himself a
keen enthusiast came across
the reply to me from the C.A,
A S. his succint comment was
perhaps the said Association
does not want to involve itself
by giving any penny wise
pound foolish decisions !

1 had mentioned in my two
earlier articles of the couple of
drill holes bored by the tech-
pical team of the ]J.P.H.S.C.
revealing the existence under-
ground of a somewhat lenti-
cular shaped layer of fresh
waters overlying a thin layer
of brackish, followed by an-
other yet unfathomed layer of
saline waters down below. Also
the analytical tests have re-
vealed the chloride contents
of the saline waters at the
bottoms of these two drill holes
to be almost the same as that
of the neighbouring sea waters.
To bs more precise, whilst the
chloride contents of the surface
sea waters at Kankesanthurai
(KKS) are found tc be about
18,000 p.p m. that of the drill
hole at KKS at 80 feet depth
is 17,080 p.p m. whilst that of
Kondavil (Kvl) at 110 feet
depth is 13,000 p.p.m. Now as
an outcome of these detections
comes the inevitable question
on everybody's lips. Is the
existence of these saline waters
under our Peninsula’s entire
subsoil belts, a pointer to any
large-scale intrusions of the
sea waters from all arouand?
I have always held and still
" hold the view that these in-

w

to each of these.

trusions can never be from all
around but must strictly be
limited to only one or a few
more of the yet to be disco-
vered places only. In support
of this contention of mine let
me now tell my readers of the
experiment since officially con-
ducted at the famous Puttur
tidal well, where pumping tests
bhave revealed the copious cut-
flow of first the potable waters,
{ollowed by some brackish and
finally by an UNENDING
outflow of saline waters, while
at the same time the surface
level of the well waters re-

t mained almost unaltered, Let

me now take my readers
to the 110 feet deep drill hole

I at Kondavil and perform the

same pumping out test there
too, To begin with it must be
pointed out that whereas a
short length suction pipe im-
mersed to lie only a couple of
feet below the top water level
at the Puttur tidal well would
do there, here at Kvl a suction
pipe to sink the whole depth
of the drill hole would be need-
ed. With the pumpingoperation
in progress will low out first
the potable, followed by'some
brackish and finally the lowest
lying saline waters- But un-
like at Puttur, with the last
drop of its saline waters pum-
ped out the empty bottom of
the drill hole would be exposed.
The results would be identical
if the tests were performed at
the KKS drill. hole too, even
though the adjoining sea here
lies only a stone's throw away.

pic of sea water intrusions

_from all around into our Pen-

insula’s subsoils. In this con-
ection it must first be explain-
ed that as all geographers
are aware, excepting the shal-
low lagoon belts in the south
and west of our Peninsula,
the terrestrial land mass every
where else slopes gradpally in-
to the ceas forming what is
termed the continental shelves.
These submarine shelves, be-
cause they are never subject
toany processes of weathering,
always therefore remain hard
and rocky. This being the
case, isthere any possibility
of the sea waters forcing their
way inland though theze hard
and compact continental slopes,
excepting through a naturally
endowed tunnel or two, like
the one now linking the Pattur
tidal well. In this context it
must also be noted this famous
well lies far north of the Pen-
insula facing the continental
shelf lying off the northern
coasts, Turning now to the
lagoons in the south and west
were the shallow sea waters
cover a flat and sedimentary
limestone soils belt, can we
expect these sea waters to in-
filtrate the interior land mas-
ses around? Here again my
answer is in the nsgative, be-
cause it must be remembered
that in view of nature's ever
present centripetal gravitation-
al pull, the lagoon waters are
more certainly bound to sink
downwards and only seldom
or rarely intrude laterally side-

that era of its last uplilt to the
present day bhad fallen the
moonsoon rains, which neces-
sarily would have resulted’ in
the Ghyben-Herzberg hydro-
static principle being observed
and the fresh water-salt water
interface sinking to the present
underground level. Added to
this can also be attributed the
telling effects of the tunnel
link of the Puttur tidal well.
Judging from the experimenta
records already available, thel
course of the tunnel can be
said to lie at an average depth
of about 80 fest below the
ground level. Presuming this
to be the case, then the surging
sea waters must certainly be
exerting excessively high pres-
sures all around the walls of
the tunnel as well as that of
tne well below 80 feet depth.
These high pressure thrusts
must naturally resnlt in these
enclosed sea waters, following
the principle of osmotic pres-
sures, penetrating wherever
possible through any porous
layers into the surrounding
limestone regions. This process
of infiltration through osmosis
must have been in force from
almost the last upthrust of
our ‘Peninsula from below the
sea and this certainly is bound
to have resulted in the concen=
tration of these infiltrating sea
waters and tbhe subterranean
salt waters all around being
the same, as is found to be the

case at present.

c.

P'

VAITRAMUTTU

- Teacher, Government Senior School, Erlalai

If as the Irrigation men bave
proclaimed that the water
cycle exemplified at the Puttur
tidal well experiment holds
good throughout our Peninsula
whythen this strange partiality
shown by the lower lying

saline waters completely re-

fusing to rise up the Kvl and
KEKS drill holes during pump-
ing operations ? Ah well the
only plausible answerthat any
geologist would unhesitatingly
give iz  that whereas there
must certainly exist a linking
tunnel between the said well
at Puttur and the sea bed be-
yond, there are no such link=
ing tunnels to the two drill
holes. In this context my
‘humbleadvicetothe J.P.H.S.C.
is this: There are said to be
about half a dozen abnormal
wells in our peninsula posses-
sing large quantities of fresh
waters each. Any of these on
pumping out tests revealing
identical water cycle opera-
tions as the tidal well at Puttar
cad definitely be said to have
tunnel links to the sea beds
beyond, and not otherwise,
Here again some of these ab-
normal wells may pump out
more fresh waters than the
others. Why should it be'so ?
This can certainly be attribut-
ed to the size; number as well
as locations.above or below the
underground interface of the
hollows or caverns attached
So far as is
known, the Pattur tidal well
can be said to possess the
most spacious cavern or ca-
verns lying above its fresh
water-salt water interface, and
hence the voluminous outflow
cf its potable waters first.

Sea Water Intrusions?

Let me now come to t_he
question of my disagreeing

with all concerned on the to-

wards. In this connection now
comes to my mind the theory
put forward by the Israeli hy-
drogeologist Dr. Arnon Arad,
of the too frequent draw off
of our well waters during any
prolonged dry seasons creating
vacuums underground and
which in turn cause the inevi-
table suction of the sea waters
inland, Yes I admit the
possibility of such intrusions
taking place, but this can
happen only to those wells
adjoining the lagoons in our
Peninsula and never to any of
those wells facing the conti-
nental shelves is my firm con-
viction. But here again the
progress as well as guantity of
intrusions will depend solely
on the mnature, structure and
texture of the soils around the
lagoons. For example if the
adjacent soils and subsoils are
sandy then the intrusions aris-
ing from suctions are bound to
be voluminous and widespread,
but if the subsoils turn out
to be compact amorphous lime-
stones then  the infiltrations
are bound to be strictly limit-
ed or even nil at all,

Now then if as T say there
canunot have occurred any sea
water intrusions, . how is it
then that the entire subterran-
ean base of our Peninsula is
now possessed ofsaline waters!
“s 1 have once said in an ear-
lier artigle of mine ia this con-
nection, according to geologi-
cal era there had occurred in
the past, two widely separated
periods of history our Penin-
sula had lain subsided below
the sea level before being up-
lifted again as we see it today.
Is it any wrong therefore to
expect the entire soil and sub-
soil land mass of our Penin-
sula tohave béen salt impre-
goated since the time of its
last uplift? - Then again from

Now then following this all
importapt evidence of a len-
ticular shaped layer of fresh
waters overlying another deep-
er layer of saline waters be-
low, particularly our Irrigation
men seem to be emphatic in
their belief that if the annual
draw off of our Peninsula’s
ground waters were to exceed
the previous years monsoon
rain  waters seeping under-
ground, then the wells would
turn saline due to the auto-
matic uprise of the lower lying
saline waters into them, How
groundless these fears are have
been explained in greater de-
tail, with facts and figures, in
my last memorandum. In fact
these saline waters could rear
their ugly beads automatically,
only into those wells whode
bottom depths arein a line
with or even below the fresh
water-salt water interface, be-
cause it is only in such exces-
sively deep or hollowed wells
there can occur the free fAow
as well as mingling of the soft
and saline waters. Such of
these abnormally deep wells
are never man mades but are
only the creations of nature,
one typical example of which
is the now famous Puttur tidal
well, On the other hand  the
bottom depths of every domes-
lic or farm well in our Penin-
sula always lie many a feet
above the lowet lying interface.
In between the interface and
the bottom depths of all our
wells lie the subsoil limestone
belts saturated with fresh
waters. Even during the worst
of droughts this intervening
fresh water saturated limestone
subsoils are always there. So
1 am sure my readers would
now clearly understand that it
could never be by way of for-
cing its passage up through
these intervening layers, but

only after the slow and gradual
uprise of the interface to the
level of the bottom depths of
the normal wells, that the
lower lying saline waters can
ever hope to make our well
waters saline. Now taking in-
to cobsideration the average
annual rainfall and the present
annual out-take of our ground
waters, there can never arise
during the next few generations
at least any possibility of
the interface ever rising sud-
denly or even gradually to the
level of the bottom depths of
our wells in use today. This
is the very reason why I have

all along been critical of the
pronouncements of the Irriga=
tion big wigs that the water
cycle exemplified at the Puttur
tidal well holds good through-
out the Peninsula. It is in-

deed this lack of aclearinsight
into our ground water potential

-and available resources: which
seeme to have even prompted
the J.P.H-S.C, to advice the
Govt. into enacting early

legislation to strictly restrict

the aonual out take of our
well waters. 1 was severely

critical in my last memo of

this contemplated. legislation

and ended up by warning the
said committee that the re-

medy they intended introduc-
ing would in the long run prove:
to be worse than the disease

itself. Inthis connection my
. attention had now been

drawn to a comment in the
recent ‘Cooperator’ of 15-2-68
totheeffect that the J.P.H.S.C.
has now reported that since
J/Peninsula has entered on

her ‘Wet Phase’ there is no
fear at all of drought for at

least another 20 years. 1§
this comment is true then it

~surely means that the com-

mittee has now abandoned apy
ideas of getting any such res-
trictive legislation introduced.
So every one in the Peniasula
can now heave a sigh of great
relief that wehave beenspared
the horrors of a water ration-
ing too. In this connection
my reader’s attention must be
drawn to my article entitled
“J/Peninsula’s ground water
resources, Its past and present
trends” and appearing in the
‘Cooperator’ of 15-6-66, where
immediately following the
severe droughts of 4963-1964
I was optimistic enough to
predict that by 1965 or at the
latest by 1966 the then pre-
vailing ‘Dry Phase’ muyst end
and the ‘Wet Phase’ must
thereafter take its place.
1 am mentioning this, not for
the sake of blowing my own
trumpet, but only for the sake
of showering my full praise
and credit to. Dr. George
Thambyapillai of the Univer-
ity of Ceylon, Peradeniya, for
the brilliant articles contribut-
ed by him on “Flood and
Drought : Is there a Pattern ?'"
and appearing in the 'Ceylon
Daily News’ of 22nd and 23:d
of April. 1965, In fact it is
reading from these articles of
his on climatology that I had
been led to the deduction of
our Peninsula having then to
‘turn its trend from its periodi-
cal 'Dry Phase’ into the inevi-
table ‘Wet phase’ ere long.
Thus the very heavy monsoon
rains of the last two years
have certainly not belied the
hopes so held. What is most
pleasing however is that even
the pessimistic fears of the
J.P.H.S.C. held for nearly the
last two years have now been
almost completely dispelled by
the heavy rains our Peninzula
bas since been blessed with,
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~ The Education of Plantation Workers” Children P

(Continued from our last Issue)
Sordid Story

In India, just about 25% of

the children of school age, it
being 6 to 14, of the plantation
sector are in schools. Kerala
has touched the 87% mark,
whereas in Punjab- the planta-
tion children depend on State
and non-plantation schools.
On the whole the story is
sordid.

In the majority of the coun-
tries the education of planta-
tion children is governed by
law. In Costa Rica, school
attendance is compulsory and
free up to and including the
age of 15. In Ecuador, the
Labour Code requires employ-
ers with people aged less than
18 on their staff, who have not
completed their primary edu-
cation to give them two hours
from work every day to enable
them to attend school. This
provision is seldom enforced
in plantations. In Ecuador,
only about half the children of
school age attend any class.
In a survey made in Latin
America it was revealed that
about 20% had never attended
any school and about 30%
gave it up after about two
years ; this is so inspite of the
fact that all of them should be
either attending or ought to
have attended since 14—15 is
the accepted school age. Bet-
ween the age of 6 and 8, 43%,
have yet to attend school. A
fairly large 90 abandon their

Estate schools in the national
system of education has been
a sensitive question in Cey-
lon’s educational history.
Pious sentiments and protes-
tations have been made on this
question with a sense of pa-
tronage. Section 52 of the
White Paper reads that ‘a
school provided in an estate
may be run either by the pro-
prietor or any person or body
of persons authorised in that
behalf by the proprietor as a
private school with the ap-
proval of the Minister’ This
is certainly a frank confession
of the Government’s inability
to run the schools. This is an
open invitation to privatism
in education. The 400 odd
estate schools which do not
have even a semblance of edu-
cational institutions would be
worse than what they are now,
as they would be institutions
of private machinations of in-
dividuals and institutions.
These schools today ure a
challenge to the conscience of
the nation. The phrase estate
schools itself is a misnomer.
These schools are part and
parcel of the country’s educa-
tional system, whose identity
is in Ceylon. The 1964 Educa-
tion White Paper has it that
‘a1l Estate schools will be taken
over by the State and will be
run as Basic schooils and the
medium of instruction therein
will be the official language’.
90% of the students of these

schools are Tamil speaking.

of instruction for citizens of
Ceylon should be Sinhala or
Tamil and that in regard to
non-citizens who wish to make
use of the State System of
education ‘we recommend in
accordance with ' world prac-
tice that the medium of ins-
truction should be the official
language’. There were dis-
sents to the suggestion by
gome members of the Com-
mission who very rightly ar-
gued that no other language
could alternate the mother
tongue as the medium of ins-
truction. The statement that,
‘in accordance with world
practice’ is an unstudied, un-
educational statement. The
National Education Commis-
sion has not recommended
that the Mother Tongue should
bé the medium of instruction.
As ‘the categorization of a
group as “stateless’ would no
longer be necessary as within
some years there would be no
non-citizens living 5in Ceylou,
Ceylon could straightaway de-
fine the Mother Tongue for
its people. The medium of
instruction for SinHalese plan-
tation children should be Sin-
hala and for the Tamil planta-
tion chiidren it should be Ta-
mil. This should be made law
and any reform of the planta-
tion school system should pro-
ceed from it.

In the majority of planta-
tions the schools have insuffi-
cient teaching staff ; teachers
do not have the required quas=

by P. CHANDRASEGARAM

Dept. of Education, University of Cey!on’.

classes as soon as they reach
the age of 12, the proportion
increasing with age.

Disturbing Feature

Another disturbing feature
is the failure to continue with
education after thecompulsory
school age; this is to a large
extent due to economic rea-
sons. Parents prefer to see
their children in the fields ra-
ther than in schools. School
desertion also takes place
monthly as an year passes by.
1f 50% of the school attend the
first month, it would be 30%
the next month. ;

In Latin America, few of
them complete their primary
education and hardly any can
have started secondary studies.

In countries like Mauritius,
the problem of language also
set a premium on educational
progress. In Mauritius Eng-
lish and French are languages
of recognition, but 75% speak
languages of Indian origin, the
majority speaking Tamil and
some speaking Chinese. The
plantation
the Tamil speakers; but the
medium of instruction for
them is either French or Eng-
lish. Chinese has been adopt-
ed as a medium of instruction.
The Mauritius Government,
now a free one at that should
re-orient its medium of educa-

tion policy. Mother-tongue is .

the most legitimate and feasible
medium of instruction ; else it
would mean cultural stifle-
ment.

Ceylon today has almost a
unified system of State educa-
tion, but the Education White
Paper of 1965 has been non-
committal if not indifferent re-
garding Plantation Schools
which are officially known as
Estate schools. The place of

They hail from

sector hails from

the work-
ing class of ‘the country.
A large percentage of the
workers are styled ‘stateless’.
But as a consequence of the
recently signed Indo-Ceylon
pact, three lakhs would get
citizenship rights; already
about two and a half lakhs of
this group of people are Cey-
lon citizens. This would mean
that about five lakhs would be
Ceylon citizens. Of these five
lakhs, at least 40% would be
under the minimal school go-
ing age group, it being 6 to
14. Unless their educational
facilities are brought on par
with the others, they would be
second class students, A sec-
tion of this group would con-
tinue to be non-citizens of
Ceylon, till the full implemen-
mentation of the Indo-Ceylon

pact. But it should be remem- -

bered that even non-citizens
in a country are legally not to
speak of the morality behind it
are entitled for the same type
of education in a country,

Neglected Sector

The State is obliged to bring
in this sector, this neglected
sector into the State system of
education. The White Paper
of 1966,a subsequent one to the
earlier one, does not make the
educational mistake of recom-
mending that the medium’ for
the children should be Sinha-
lese. Ceylon is a multilingual
country with two definite high-
ly developed languages Sinha-
la and Tamil. Mother tongue
is the legitimate medium of
instruction. The National
Education Commission on
Education 1961, itself has falt-
ered when it discussed the
question of medium of ins-
truction. This Commission
recommended that the medium

lifications : they are poorly
paid, sometimes it does not,
exceed even Rs. 100/- or its
equivalent, Many schools are
with ope Teacher but with
three to four classes.

Cameroon i8 an exception,
The teachers in plantations

have been bettered in qualifica- -

tions and emoluments. Tanga-
nyika is also producing an or-
ganised, trained professional
education service. Gandhian
and Tagorian, educational in-
fluence is felt inthe plantation
educational scheme in Tanga-
nyika. In Ceylon, the history
of teachers in plantation
schools is a poor record. 90%
of the teachers in about 900
schoolsteaching about 23 lakhs
of children are untrained, their
salaries are not on par with
that of non plantation sector
teachers. :

Mauritius is faced with a
growing shortage of staff and
it has adopted a system of
parallel classesin which teach-
ers give the same imstruction
twice a day to different groups
of 50 or 60 children. Such a
eystem is particularly trying
for the teachers.

Same Story

The story of the teaching
staff in Latin American plan-
tations is the same. In Colum-
bia for instance, curriculum of
a school in one cotton planta-
tion covers only the first year,
the teachers are sons and dau-
ghters of the employers, that
being their only qualification
to be teachers. Costa Rica
has the sordid spectacle of hav-
ing an average of 225 children
per teacher. In Peru one tea-
cher hag to cover the first three
years of the preparatory cycle.

The situation in India is
completely reversed, the teach-

”

ers in plantation schools are
generally more qualified and
better paid than the State sec-
tor. They are paid by the
plantations. This is one of the
exceptions in the history of
education of plantation chil-
dren, but yet only 25% of the
school age group attend
schools. -

The kind of instruction giv-
en to the children of planta-
tion workers is generally anti-
quated and far too theoretical.
Many of the text books used
are alien to their cultural en-
vironment. Englishand French
text books are not relevant to
African or Latin American
culture. The International La-
bour Office has it that, ‘planta-
tion parents object to their
children being tanght manual
work as manual work reminds
them too much of slavery
days’. If manual work, as un-
derstood in ‘slavery’ culture is
introduced into the curricul-
um, certainly they have every
right to resent it. Manual
work is psychologically work
experience ; it has authentic
value, it is almost immediately
utilitarian, itshould and would
foster physical and mental co-
ordination, Marual work sho-
uld have relevance to the eco-
nomic-cultural wants of the
country, if so, manual work
would be considered respecta-
ble. Cameroon has sticceeded
in giving a respéctable place
for these subjects.

In Latin American and Asi-
an counfries education is relat-
ed to the primary level only.

After theemergence of Trade
Unions in plantations, thereisa
general improvement in regard
to school equipments, There
is pressure from the Trade
Unions. In certain countries
there is collective agreement
in force which lays down that
the plantation enterprise shall
provide all necessary equip-
ment for schools and also shall
provide books for schools.

This is evident in Peru and
Ecuador. ;

In countries where planta-
tion products are the main
source of foreign exchange
plantations tend  to employ a
major proportion of the coun-
try’s agricultural labour force
as in Ceylon, Malaya, Tanga-
nyika, Columbia and Mauri.
tius.

Mechanisation Impossible

Plantations need larger num-
ber of workers. The nature
of the work in plantations is
such that mechanisation at
least of certain operations is
usually impossible. Machines

“any country,

have been found unsatisfac-
tory for a number of jobs. At-
tempts to design machines to
pluck tea-leaves have had to

be abandoned because no de-
vice has been created which
could sort and grade the leaves.-
No machines have been yet

invented which can tap rubber

trees. This lack of mechani-

sation results in the indispen-

sability of manual labour,

thereby man-power.

In many countries manpow-
er can easily be obtained local-
ly in the countries themselves ;
of course some centuries back
labour had to be imported.

Generally speaking, and con-
trary to the practice prevailing
in the last century and at the
beginning of this, permanent
plantation workers are ' ever
hardly recruited from arcas
outside the country.

The plantation labour force
is one in which training schem-
es have not seen the light of
day; unskilled but effective
plantation workers would .be
more effective if trained to
be skilled. Training in skill
is Functional education and
this would be a precursor to
both formal and informal edu-
cation of the plantation chil=
dren.

The conditions of employ-
ment of plantation workers are
not completely satisfactory in -
The situation
of education is irregular and
questionable, Inmost planta-
tion countries, despite the re-
gulations concerning compul-
sory schooling the percentage
of ‘illiterates’ in plantations is
still high, The main reasons
are that the number of schools
is often insufficient to enable
all the workers’ children to at-
tend classes jand that even
where schools exist, these chil-
dren do not attend or for the
length of time laid down by
law. 'In addition, the lack of
teaching staff and of suitable
premises makes | its effects felt
practically everywhere.

Instruction in skills is edu-
cation, education is significant
for future careers. Progress
depends on skills. Skills foster
economy, plantation sectors
sustain the economy of the

countries we have reviewed. *

Maintenance of economy is
incongruous without educa-
tion ; it is not possible either.

. Manpower is the greatest
asset and capital to a nation,
training manpower isa greater
asset. The plantation work=
ers’ children are growing tal-
ents, they should be trained.

Towels,

. EARN AN EASY
U RS.150/- PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE %
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Door and Window Curtains.

Available in lovely designs and enchanting colours at
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Problems of Official Translations

\
- @, .~ (Continued from page 5)

The Clause which
with “which term . ...,
canpot find a place in the
translation in the exaci form
of the original. The translator
here has no other alternative
but to put it within brackets
close to the noun it qualifies
to avoid unnecessary -impli-
cations with the result that the
order and the arrangement of
the expressions and ideas of
the original are not represent-
ed in the same way in the
translation.

The arrangement of the
syntactical structure some-
times unavoidably produces
meaningless expressions. An
example like “The order No.
83 dated October lst, 1955
and published in Government
Gazette No. 1087 of October
Tth, 1955 as amended subse-
quently is hereby further
Amended;”” when translated,
would be
Werard 8 m& SO o g

1955 @ pQmur 79585 5

Qamraiwe_ 1087 4 Pav.

KT FTES Ui & Hiom et ud

Qaveflufi_cis’t . 83 gyub

Q. s Grurergs @)

sre) G Smssiu®

&6t b &7

The translation starts with
the Tamil version of “as
amended subsequently”, which
appears meaningless at first
sight.

The meaning it conveys will
be evident only when the
whole sentence has been read
and understood. The syntac-
tical structure of the English
language is so flexible that
the speaker can go on expand-
ing a sentence as much as he
likes by the addition of claus-
es and phrases after stating
the subject whereas this pos-
sibility is limited in Tamil
owing to its different syntac-
tical structure. The natural
flow of thought that is found
in the English expression is in
sharp contrast to the language
of the translation where the
flow of expression is greatly
hampered.

Another difficulty  that a
translator often meets is when
he is forced to begin a sen-
tence with a pronoun and fin-
ally come to the noun it refers
to. Here again I would like
to illustrate this point by an
example.

The sentence,

“The Financial Regulations of
the Government of Ceylon
isa subject that has been
assigned to the Minister
of Finance by the Prime
Minister acting under the
powers vested in him by the
Ceylon (Constitution and
Independence) Orders in
Council 1946, 19477,

has been transiated as,

Quams S sTH s G 9 e
B SO ArinTawiiser  erer
g 1946941 1947 g1b
@B Qodmas (e
e LiL)th & &[5 ST apib) oy
Foals & L L & ul @) &
SwE@ oflgsréElu_
HEsTrsHer  gsmph
Qewaemrpmpdb HGrsw
oI FrTe) BEuemins s
GG PUU DL G5 1L
Berer @ eF_winmEh.
Here the pronoun swés

precedes its antecedent which
1s not quite logical. This type
of construction is artificial and
unpalatable to the intelligent
reader, If the sentence is
broken up, the translation will
be more or less a paraphrase,
and the compactness of ex=
pression intended by the ori-
ginal will be lost.

1t is natural that when new
forms of expressions are trans- :

starts
"

lated into Tamil a new style of
writing too tends to occur
which at times becomes very
artificial and perhaps monst-
rous. In English prepositions
and conjunctions are separate
words but in Tamil they are
glued on to the nouns and
verbs. This agglutinative
nature of the Tamil language
presents another problem to
the translator. Very often we
find expressions with “and/or”
for example—

.. “Savings in the same sub-
~ head and/or other sub-

heads or the same vote,”

The translation will have to
be in one of the following two
ways :

1: 208 eurdGLiuen s Der
- 65 ou 419 gyib

Gp eu sty saef

I gy 465 o

S%o9d yeeg 19D

2.1 SAVLILG S 6l ) 2. cireT

Ge 11y,

0B auréELiLer §Seir

985 20 52019 gy

g 19D e 5L G S

afley o5 @6 edr e

4 @iaperer GFilliiy,

In the first translation re-
petition of phrases becomes
rather confused, the clarity
of expression is lost, and the
ideais not expressed in the
same lucid, terse style of the
original,

The second difficulty is the
lexical structure or the voca-
bulary of the national laagn-
ages. In this comnection, I
would like to point out that
in the preface to the Oxford
Dictionary, it is stated that it
was compiled and edited from
materials amounting to over
five million quotations and
that nearly half a million
words are recorded with more
than one and a half million
illustrative quotations, In
contrast, the entire Tamil
Lexicon comprises of 1,04,405
words with a collection of
about 20,000 words published
as a supplement. In short the
English Language has the
pride of possessing a voca-
bulary comprising of four
times the number of Tamil
words. The reason for this
growth is not because of any
intrinsic and exceptional pro-
perties in the grammatical
structure of the English lan-
guage but simply because it
has developed over a long
period of time the necessary
vocabulary for the wvariovs
branches of knowledge with
distinctive and precise defini-
tions, whereas the Tamil lan-
guage during this period re-
mained static in certain fields
of development — particularly
in the administrative field,
Thus in upholding the view
that the Tamil language is
deficient as a medium of ad-
ministration, what is meant is
that the vocabulary now avail-
able is rot adequate to cope
with the rising needs and
demands of the rew notions,
and not that the whole struc-
ture of the language is defi-
cient and inadequate. This
deficiency may be illustrated
by a few examples :—

Very often one meets in
Official documents words such
as project; plans; scheme and
programme. All these words
are usually translated into
Tamil by the one word 5"
b, The subtle difference in
meaning that is found in each
of the English words is not
reflected 'in the ‘Tamil word
S atall,. and the con-
fusion is worse confounded
when two or more of these
English terms occur in one
and the same sentence. For

example, in a sentence like
*“These items should be pre-
sented in the form of a pro-
gramme/project and activity
classification,” the words
“programme® and “project”
occur side by side and it would
be impossible to use the word
8 ib for both. Hence to
surmount this difficulty, the
translation is dome as fol-
lows :—

Qe _wiiser £ s 1p & 8 G
S (pup®s i, Qg
g Qewerapen iy LT @&
uril_® ewiged erib Frofiids
SLILG &6 Covatr B by

But the word wwp®s 9.
L.ib was not used elsewhere
when the word ““project” oc-
curred alone and as a result
the reader will be perplexed
here by the introduction of
this new word wwH9g§ S
b for translating “project.”
Hence, the reader in despera-
tion has to resort to the origin-
al English version to under-
stand the translation. In such
a circumstances the whole
purpose of the translation be-
comes meaningless and ridi-
culous.

In official documents, one
finds words such as present,
submit, produce, furnish,table,
occurring frequently in differ-
ent contexts. In such a con-
text each word has a different
shade of meaning. But in
rendering them into Tamil all
these words are often trans-
lated as &wi98 56 irres-
pective of their context. I
shail illustrate this point by
giving a few examples :

Presenting the claim—Gasmr
M&en & &0 1119 & 560,

Submitting the voucher—
e mfF BL@s awi
s s,

Producing the receipt—rsz
DI G L B& Fwiis s e,

Furnishing proof— &rreir gy
FLomii g & e,

Tabling the bill in Parlia-
ment — UurgmEsLeir b5
Be sl apeid Fwid
Sss6,

These are not the only ex-
amples that baffle a translator
of official documents. When
verbs like allow, sanction, pers
mit, authorise occur in a re-
port, the translator has only
the word wyaw/w0 8 anumathi in
hand to substitute for all of
them.  Similarly, in respect
of, officer eoncerned in relation
to, amount involved, person
in question are all translated
by the one Tamil word &b
surn_t_. There are many
more such examples where the
translator is forced to repeat
himself however unwilling he
may be and aware of the fact
that he is committing the of-
fence of repetition (s fuwgy
& LI & f) DLD).

The role of language in
administration is of utmost
importance and ciear thinking
and correct use of words are
very essential. There are
instances when even the know-
ledge of words as well as the
idioms may not help us in
understanding some sentences,
the comprehension of which
demands a general acquaint-
ance with the modes of thought
peculiar to the language, and
a special acquaintance in the
context. For instance in a
sentence like “Marginal relief
should be provided in the
form of a tapering allow-
anc:...”" when the phrase
*“marginal relief” is translated
as eTev & Blaurgewsrih (as found
in the glossary) it is doubtful
whether the proposition ex-
pressed in that phrase is ex-
pressed clearly in the trans-
lation, though we may know

Income More Than
Half a Lakh

During 1965—66, the 'in-
come of the Northern Province
Coop Printing and Publishing
Society Ltd. was Rs, 70,108/18
cts. The gross profit for the
period {was Rs. 13,117/50 cts.
and the net profit Rs. 6,138/03
cts. The losses have been re-
duced to Rs. 5,554/90 cts.
These figures are given in the
14th Annual Report of the
Society.

The Report states that steps
are being taken to expand
business and get down modern
machinery. The Society hopes
to be appointed one of the
agents of the Ceylon Paper
Corporation.

- The following were elected
office-bearers: Messrs. S. K.
Thiraviyanayagam (President),
Mudaliyar S. Muttutamby and
K. Nesiah (Vice-Presidents),
C. P. M. Markandu (Secreta-
1y), S. Kandaswamy (Asst. Se-
cretary) and E. Velayuthar
(Treasurer). Messrs. T. K. Ra-
jasekaran, K. E. Coomaraswa-
my, A. Veerasingham, A. Sara-
vanamuttu, M. Jacob, V. Sup-
piah and M. Ganapathipillai
were elected to the Committee.

everything about the words
which form the phrase.
The richness of certain
words in their association is
such that the ideas of the
original can in no way be
adequately represented  in
translation. In such cases the
use of parallelisms may help
to convey the meaning. For
example “Visiting Fellowship
at Queen Elizabeth House,
Oxford, has been offered by
the United Kingdom.........”,
The translation of Visiting
Fellowship would be wmieneu
W@ b Qewruyfenocs Lifl &,
In these contexts the trans-
lator will have to dive into the
ocean of Tamil literature to
scan for parallelisms, But un-
fortunately the translator of
official documents has no such
time hanging on his hands to
do research at the spur of the
moment. He should be well
equipped with reference books
or translation aids for an im-
mediate translation. A diction-
ary of idioms and phrases,
containing such parallelisms,
will prove very handy to the
translator,
When the concept of an
expression has different back-
ground, even the nearest equi-
valent in Tamil may not give
the same meaning to the read-
er of the translation as com-
pared with the reader of the
original. In expressions like
“filed of record”, “covering
sanction™, “*body of the vouch-
er”, “‘posted up to date”, the
ideas they convey cannot be
adequately conveyed in the
translation because of their
different background of
thought.
Let me give the translations
for these expressions :
Filed of record — wu@af s
srs& Garliys Qs
S,

Covering sanction — Spay
250 B,

On the body of the vouch-

er— e 1 5F F' 1y GowGu,

Posted up to date— Hev

uenr L1 5 g6,

The background of : the
original English terms plays a
great part and any literal
translation defeats its purpose.
As each language has modes
of thought peculiar to it owing
to historical and other reasons
it means that in effecting the
transition we cannot always
substitute words for words or
ideas of the original,

( To be Continued )

Peaceful Atom Soon
May Ease World
Food Prohlem

The peaceful atom may soon
help ease the world’s food
problem, according to Dr.
Glenn T. Seaborg, Chairman
of the US Atomic Energy Com-
mission.

Speaking to South Caroline
and Georgia scientific organi-
zations, Dr. Seaborg outlined
ways in which the nuclear age
“will ultimately fulfil the great
promise it holds forth today,
helping to bring us a better
and brighter tomorrow”,

Dr. Seaborg said, “‘we tend
to emphasize the production
of more food, but most of ug
do not realize how much more
food would be available if we
could cut down on the loss of
food already in production”,

Radioisotopes, Dr, Seaborg
said, can help reduce the losses
by decreasing the perishability
of some foods, delaying the
ripening of fruits and vegeta-
bles. killing pests and helping
to breed healthier strains of
livestock and crops.

Using radiation machines to.
deinfest grain could be *‘ex-
tremely important in terms of
world production of cereal
grain where 50 percent de-
crease in losses would resujt
in annual protein, savings of
nine million tons—enough to
feed nearly 300 million people,
Dr. Seaborg pointed out,

The Atomic Energy Com-
mission is currently making
two grainsirradiatorsavailable
for loan to foreign countries
that want to experiment in
this type of work, he said. The
two are scheduled to go into
operation in India and Pakige
tan this year.,

In addition to preserving
food and ridding grain of in-
sects, he said, isotopes are
being used to develop superi-
or, high-yielding crop varieties.

He noted that serious studies
are under way on agro-indus-
trial centres—huge nuclear
powered complexes that could
turn coastal deserts into flour.
ishing farm and factory re-
gions.

The nuclear complex could
make fresh water and fertilizer
from migeral rich ocean wat-
ers, Dr. Seaborg said, so that
“food production might be in-
creased to the extent that we
could feed many more millions
of people an adequate diet”,

Turning to medicine, Dr,
Seaborg noted that in the
United States three-to four
million people each year have
illnesses diagnosed and treated
by radioisotopes.

“It has been demonstrated
that bone for the transplant in.
animals and humans, if pro-
perly sterilized by radiation,
can be stored at room temper-
ature for long periods”, Dr.
Seaborg said. “This has made
possible a ‘bone bank’ and two
of these are already in use in
Poland and Austria®,

A longerrange project under
developmens, he said, is an
entire artificial heart powered
by a radioisotope. This man-
made surgical implant device
would fully replace the human
heart.

“I could only begin to cover
this vast and expanding field”,
Dr. Seaborg said. “There is
so much being done today
with nuclear energy and nucle-
ar science, so many Exciting
new developments and pros-
pects. . . .it is often most diffi-
cult to choose programs to
emphasize and directions to
pursue—so many of them hald
s0 much promise”,

= USIS News Bulietin
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The Queue System
The Village Fair

Our Cooperative Shop
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International Cooperative Day

OPEN AND SCHOOLS’' CONTESTS

In connection with International Cooperative Day, the
| Northern Division Cooperative Federation is conducting
| Essay, Short Story, Poetry, Drama and Slogans Contests,

Entries from schools should be certified as original by

Entries (both Open and Schools) may be eizher in Tamil

Essay— Open Contest

Essays should not be less than 1,200 words.
1. Cooperation and Human Rights
2. The Cooperative Contribution to National Rehabili-

3. A Unified Service for Cooperative Employees
4. Cooperative Marketing
5. The New Agricultural Credit Scheme

Essay—Schools’ Contest

Senior Division (Under 19 and over 14)
Essays should be approximately 700 words
1. A Cooperative Super-Market for Jaffna
2. Multipurpose vs. Single-purpose Cooperatives
3. The Distribution of Scarce Commodities
4, The Cooperative Movement and Food Production
5. Jaffna’s Agricultural Exhibition 1967

Junior Division (Under 14)
Essays should be approximately 350 words

Background material relating to the above essay topics
will be found in The Cooperator. Back numbers are available
at the NDEF Office, 59, Main Street, Jaffna.

Short stories, one-act plays, poems and slogans should
deal with Cooperative themes.

Suitable cash prizes will be awarded to those entries
which win first place and are considered worthy of the
award. Cash prizes will also be awarded to all entries sel-
ected for publication in our journal.

The decision ofthe Editorial Board is final.

Closing date for entries :

Entries should be sent to : The Editor, The Cooperator,

15-6-68.

59, Main Street, Jaffna.

Set Up Regional Consultative Committee
Urges Deputation

The deputation of the North
Ceylon Public Transport Tra-
vellers Federation which gave
evidence before the CTB Com-
mission, urged the setting up
of Regional Consuliative Com-
mittees, in particular a Con-
sultative Committee for the
Northern Province : the Com-
mittee should include repre-
sentatives of Travellers’ orga-
pisations, Tourist bodies and
those connected with the eco-
nomic development of the
area, The bus service was
more than 2 mere public uti-
lity, the deputation said; mass
transportation held the key to
regional development and cal-
led for people-oriented and
development-oriented plann-
ing aud policy-making. Like
the Cooperative Movement—
the deputation pointed out—
the socialist answer as to the
right place of consumer inter-
ests in the service pointed to
the service being run primarily
for the sake of passengers, not
for the sake of operators.

Recruitment Standards

According to the deputa-
tion, the biggest single factor
that would make fora more
efficient service was raising
the standard of recruitment of
drivers, engineering and ad-
ministrative personnel. Even
the regiopnal service was a
more complicated affair than
railway time-table making and
thus called for mathematical
ability of a high order. The
deputation said it would be
desirable to envisage conduc-
tors, who had to deal with all
manner of people, as persons
with character and other re-

sources to which a high degree
of education can make a con-
tribution. Recruitment at re-
gional levels, it pointed out,
would probably help to reduce
the amount of corruption
which centralized recruitment
appears to have brought in.

The deputation stressed that
it was time the colonial pat-
tern of thedominating Primate
City was reversed and the or-
dinary people knew what was
happening.

Improved Service

The deputation agreed that
the service had improved in
recent months; however the
publication of time-tables and
close supervision as to their
implementation would go a
long way towards eliminating
long delays, ‘banana bunching’
and over-loading, which were
characteristic of the Jaffna
Town Service. They stressed
the need for exhibiting abs-
tracts of the main time-tables
on terminal boards, and route
tables of long distance buses
on the particular buses. Com-
plaints should be expeditious-
ly followed up. An adequate
fleet for the region was the ba-
sic need, the deputation em-
phasised.

From the angle of operators,
the deputation pleaded for
rest rooms and other welfare
services. Jaffna City needed
a -modern Central Bus Stand,
with operational office, rest
rooms for bus crews, canteen,
and waiting hall facilities for
long-distance and rail-cum-bus
passengers.

The deputation also pointed

Jaffna Civic Week Regulations Intended to Close

SAVE WASTE PAPER
CAMPAIGN

As part of the observance of
Jaffna’s Civic Week, the Boy
Scouts will visit homes, print-
ing presses and other establish-
ments in the city of Jaffna,
during the Civic Week in May
1968 to collect waste paper.
The collected waste paper is
to be sent to the Eastern
Paper Mills Corporation and
the proceeds divided between
the Scout fund and the Gandhi
Seva Sangam’s Shramadana
Fund, 2

We appeal to those who
have any waste paper to give
us to have these ready sorted
out into the following grades:—

Grade 1. :~White or coloured
paper free from newsprint,
cellophane paper, grease
proof paper.

Grade 2. :-Ruled white paper
free from newsprint.

Grade 3. :~Printed white or
coloured paper, obsolete
forms, old books, old
telephone directories, all
free from newsprint.

Grade 4. :—Kraft paper, Paper
bags, Cement bags, box
board, cartons, cigarette
cartons.

Grade 5. :(-Writing paper or
exercise book paper writ-
ten in ink or pencil, but
free from newsprint, ruled
ledger paper, pieces of
cardboard.

J. G. Arasaratnam
(District Scout Commissioner)
K. Nesiah
(Gandhi Seva Sangam)
8 May, 1968)
Govt. Teachers® College,
Nallur.
Phone: 354

Refresher Course

A three-day refresher course
for Managers and Administra-
tive Secretaries will be held at
the Cooperative Training
School, Jaffna, starting tomor-
TOW.

This is the first time that
such a Refresher Course has
been held at the School : it is
modelled on the lines of the
Course given at the School of
Cooperation, Polgolla. It is
hoped to make this an annual
feature.

The following will read pap-
ers: Messrs. S. Nagalingam
(Capital Formation), K. Guna-
ratnam (Meaning of Manage-
ment and Management consi-
derations arising out of Coop-

, erative Principles), P. Cooma-

raswamy (Management Con-
trol Techniques), S.Padmana-
than (Problemsin Supply Dis-
tribution, Warehousing and
Merchandising) and P. Govin-
daswamy (Personnel Manage-
ment including Public Rela-
tions, Staff Training etc.)

out that good roads and a bet-
ter road sense on the part of
all road users were indispensa-
ble to a modern bus service.
The Islands Causeway buili in
recent years, the deputation
said, was an example of aroad
built to serve the traffic needs
of the past quarter of acen-
tury, not of fast and heavy
mass transportation of the
future. The deputation sug-
gested a Courtesy Week and a
system of Road Patrols to deal
with break-downs and acci-
dents, like AAC Patrols. Spee-
dy and adequate compensation
—without recourse to the
Courts—should be provided
for.

L

the Loopholes, says G.A. . -

. The Emergency (Controlled
Articles and Regulated Areas)
Regulations seek to cover up
the loopholes which existed
previously in the Customs Or-
dinance; their purpose isto
reduce smuggling activities in
the Jaffna District, said Mr.
Vernon Abeysekera, Govern-
ment Agent, Jaffna, at a press
conference held at the Jaffna
Secretariaf.

The Regulations came into
force from May 10th.

Regulated Area

Under the Regulations, the
stretch of land five miles in-
land from the coast ranging
from Chundikulam to Kovil-
am Point, has, been declared a
regulated area. The Regula-
tions decree that no person in
the regulated area shall have
in his possession more than
the authorised maximum quan-
tity of the following articles,
without a permit from the
competent authority (the G.A.
Jaffna):

Dried Milk Powder: 2 lbs. or
1 tin containing more
than 2 lbs.

Condensed niilk: 2 tins

Malted Milk: 1 bottle or 1 tin

Ovaltine : 1 tin

Arrack: two bottles

Pepper: 1 1b.

Cloves: 1 lb.

Cardamoms : 1 lb,

Arecanuts: 1 1b husked or 2

1bs, unhusked

Cinnamon: 1 1b.

Nutmeg: 1 lb.

Bicycle tyres: 1 spare

y»» tubes: 1 spare

Wrist watches: 1

Silver Bars: Nil

Gold Bars: Nil

Fountain Pens: 2

Ball Point Pens: 2

Mr. Abeysekera pointed ous
that this scheme would simpli-
fy the work of preventive offi-
cers as no one would be able

to keep certain articles above
a specified limit, without a
permit.

He said that additional staff
would be recruited and she
scheme would be operated
clerically by a separate branch
at the Secretariat.

No Smuggling of Rice

Answering questions, the
Govt. Agent said that areca-
nuts, cardamoms, cloves and
nutmeg formed the bulk of the
articles smuggled across to
India via Jaffna. As for milk
powder, only negligible quan-
tities went out. He stressed
that there was absolutely no
evidence that rice was being
taken across to India from
Jaffna. On the contrary, there
had been a detection of an at-
tempt to smuggle samba rice
into Jaffna from India. Refer-
ring to the articles smuggled
into Jaffna from India, the
Govt. Agent said that apart
from sarees, they usually were
wrist watches, fountain pens,
some silver and gold.

Credit Societies to be
Reorganised

The ACCD Jaffna West Mr,
P. Cumaraswamy has made all
arrangements to reorganise
and revive credit socicties in
his Division, within the next
6 months, As a first step, he
has selected 45 societies on

which his field staff, represen-
tatives of the NDCF and Cre-

dit Societies Unions, will con-

centrate. They will visit the
societies, inspect the books,
summon General and Com-
mittee meetings and render all
possible assistance to put these
societies on their feet.

will commence on 1-7-1968,

(D

)

Arithmetic,

v Jaffna.

111/9, Beach Road,
Jaffna, 15-5-"6%,

JAFFNA COOPERATIVE
TRAINING SCHOOL

Cooperative Employees Certificate,
Junior and Ordinary

The next C.E.C. Junior and Ordinary Level Courses

C.E.C. Junior Course,

(a) Period of Training :—2} months.

(b) Eligibility : —FEmployees in Cooperative Societies |
who have passed the J.S,C. Examination.

(Applications from employees who have not reached
the J.S.C. standard will also be considered).

C.E.C. Ordinary Course,
(a) Period of Training :—4 months.

(b) Eligibility :—Employees in Cooperative Societies
who have passed the S.S.C. or G.C.E (O/L) (Six
subjecis) or C.E.C. Junior Level.

OR

Those who have passed the S.S.C. or G.C.E. (O/L) with
four Credit Passes including Arithmetic or Commercial

Application Forms may be obtained from :—

The Principal,
\ Cooperative Training School,
\ 1119, Beach Road,

Requests for application forms to be sent by *post
should be accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Closing Date of Applications :—15-6-1968.
Cooperative Training School,

K. Paramothayan,
Principal.

Printed by Nicholas ]an-:.es at St. Joseph's Catholic Press, Main
Street, Jaffna and published by the Northern Division Co-operative
Federation Ltd., Main Street, Jaffna. 15-5-1968
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