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COMMENTARY

WHY DISFTRICT COUNCILS ?

The most unhappy feature of our country’s poli-
tical life since Independence has been the tendency
of political parties at every election and on every
issue to outbid each cther in their appealto the com-
munal consciousness of the masses. The District
Councils Bill is no exception. Those who oppose it
seem to be concerned that it may take away from
the supremacy of the ruling race over the ruled in
the North and East; some of those who are for the
Bill lock upon it as a means of resisting such im-
position at least in a few specified matters. It has
not occurred to those who look upon an issue like this
from the racial angle that it amounts to a dénial that
we are a nation and a democracy. The argument
that D.C’s may end up in a federal set up
cannot hold since these, like the County Councils of
Britain, are necessary administrative units of a de-

mocratic unitary government. But then, even uni-
tary government cannot preserve the unity of the
= country if the ‘fatherland’ for so many is race and
religion and not the nation as a whole. In fact,
Maciver and Page bave pointed out in Sociefy that
what endangers solidarity is (a) coercion of group by
group, {b) lack of free contacts. The temptation for
a racial group to use their majority vote is the more
fraught with danger in a country like Ceylon where
the people acquired the vote before they acquired
their liberty and indeed have yet to acquire full
faith in buman dignity and equality.

4" It may help to raise the level of debate if we pond-
er over the movement for decentralisation elsewhere.
Gandhi and Vinoba, Jawaharlal and Jayaprakash
have urged that the self-governing village com-
maunity, that supreme discovery of India's (and our
. own) political genius, should as of old become the
foundation stones of India’s polity. The samitis
consisting of elected panchayat heads and zila pari-
shads consisting of heads of samitis now function at
the three levels up to the District. In his Demo-
cracy versus Liberly 7 Madariaga rejects the inor-
ganic conception of the State as ‘an arithmetical
sum of individuals’ and advocates District or County
Councils going further and setting up Regional
Councils, to ““bring back the regions to life, relying
on their history, their local spirit, their natural and
artistic riches, to form living political entities”. It
is the Regional Councils that would elect the Na-
tional Parliament ; instead of M.F's sitting in them, it
is they who will elect the M.P’s. The Gandhian poli-
tical system accords with this organic conception of
- democracy. “True democracy cannot be worked by
20 men sitting at the centre”, said Gandbiji. State
power should be replaced by the power of the peo-
ple, raj-sakti by jana-sakti. Harold Laski’s plea
that “the enrichment of national life must be looked
for in the expansion of society rather than cf the
State” also approximates to this. Besidcs machine-
ry for consultation and voluntary associations, he
favoured the dispersal of power through decentrali-
sation. In a healthy democracy, discussion and de-
cisions must flow from belowto above. Development
too, both economicand cultural, must be from below,

It is in the light of such radical thinking, that we have to
warn our countrymen against those who would like to preserve
the colonial-style build up in Colombo and scrambie to capiure
that power. The tribai cry is a rallying point in their journey
to power. Besides, it is ot only the concentration of political
power in, the ‘primatecity’ that is unwholesome for the nation:
Witness the fact that almost all mass media of information and
ideas ere located there. On the other hand, if ever truly e¢olight-
ened leadership could prompt the pecplé of this country to
make the grand crossing from their medieval ‘fatheriands® to
modern territorial communities in their villages, cities and
egions. not only would this young nation have set itself on
he road to greatness, but would have ushered in a sociolo-

rical revolution in Asiz,
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Not Given Square Deal

Representatives of the MPCS Unions in the Jaffna District met recently
to discuss the problems facing them, and ways of overcoming them. The hur-
den of their complaint was that they were not getting a sguare deal whereas the

private trader was being favoured,

Rajiratnam, President NDCF.

The delegates pointed out
that essential consumer goods
which were available at the
CWE, ,Colombo, were not
available at the Jaifna branch +
steps should be taken to recti-
fy this, It was also pointed
out that the margin of profit
was less if goods were bought
at the CWE Jaffpa: sugar was
a case in point,

The representatives said thas
the procedure adopted by the
CWE, Colombo for the distri-
bution of green gram in April,
had caused dissatisfaction am-
ong MPCS Unions in the
North : they urged the autho-
rities to see to it that such a
situation did notaecur,. The
Unions are urging that they
be given facilities—like pri-
vate traders—to puorchase
oorid (ulundu) and green gram.
The reprcsentatives also point-
ed out that since the CWE was
issuing essential commodities
to its branch depots without
consulting MPCS Unions,
there was room for these goods
to be channelled into the black
market.

Coop Educat .I

The delegatesaleo complain-
ed that the Northern Unions
are inconvenienced as all cor-
respondence, price lists and
bills issued by the CWE are in
Sinhalese; besides there are
no officers in the issue stores
proficient in Tamil to help the
representatives from the North
and East.

Poor Relations
The Unpions pinpointed the

The meeting was presided over by Mr. R.

188ue of Japanese Mull verties
by Lanka Salu Sala, character-
ising it as unsatisfactory ; they
complained that generally co-
operative  instilutions were
ireafed as poor relations by
Lanka Salu Sala who dealt
first with the CWE and private
traders:and only then issued
textiles to coop institutions.
A sub-sommittee has been
appointed to go into the issues
raised at the conference,

” - Given
Out As Loans

Since the New Agricultural
Credit Scheme came into ope-
ration last September, the
Jafina Cooperative .Provincial
Bank Ltd. has given out nearly
Rs. 5% million as loans to cul-
tivators.

Loan Released

Up to 30-4-68, the Bank
had lent pearly Rs. 3% mil-
lien for paddy cultivation
alone, Rs. 2,110,453)- had
been given out for the cultiva-
tion of subsidiary Crops.

The break-down is as fol-
lows :

Recovered up to 30-4-68

Paddy Rs. 3,368,424/~ Rs. 872,102/-
Chillies »  658.426)~ s 24186/
Onions » 1,244,186/~ . 5» 968,950/~
Potatoes s 207,841/- »» 125,803/~
Total »5,478,877)- 1,041/-

iy =

Find A Place

»» 1,591,041/

In the School Curriculum

Cooperative Education sho-
uld find a place in the school
curricalum, observed Mr. R.
Rajaratazm, President NDCF,
when he inavgurated the Re-
fresher Course for Managers
and Administrative Secreta-
ries at the Cooperative Train-
ing School, Jaffna. This was
the first time that such a
Course was held at the School,

Business Efficiency Alone
Not Enough

Mr. Rajaratnam went on to
say that the Cooperative Move-
ment did not mean merely
businessefficiency: theyshould
not forget the cooperative as-
pects—member interest and
democratic control were part
and parce]l of the Movement,
Of course business efficiency
was very imporfant: that was
why Refresher Courses like
this were being Leld.

He stressed that if the Co-
operative Movement Jiad to
depend on favours and mono-
polies, it could not exist. The
Movement should be able fo
compete efficiently. against the
private seclor.

Referring to the modern
trend to reduce the pumber of

societies, Mr. Rajaratnam said
that smaller societies were bet-
ter suited to the East as there
would be greater member in-
terest.

Mr, K. Paramothayan, Prin-
cipal Coop Training School,
Jaffna, said that on the suc-
cess of this: refresher course
depended the fulure of such
courses, It was hoped to make
these courses an annual fea-
ture.

Everyone is agreed thag
Jaffna has been a pioneer in
the Cooperative Movement,
said Mr. K. 8. Ponnuthurai
SAC (MR). He added that the
reason for this was the num-
ber of cooperative seminars
arranged by the NDCEF. Stres-
sing that every society should
frequently hold seminars, he
said that they should be orga-
nised in such a way as to at-
tract popularatiention. Spread-
ing cooperative ideals was one
of the objects of the Sciiool:
this would payve the way for
the success of the Movement,
He urged cooperative emplo-
yees to work honestly and with
a sense of responsibility.

Key Factor

Mr. R. B. Rajaguru, Princi-
pal Schoal of Cooperation,
Polgolla, szid that Manage-
ment was a key factor, as the
success of a cooperative insti-
tution depended on good man- -
agement. The success! of a
society was intimately bound
up with management. The
mere fact that business was
satisfactory did not necessarily
imply successful management.
Managers should be trained to
Spot any defccts in the orga=
nisaticnal structure and cor-
rect them, That is where se-
minars using the group discugs
sion method came in useful,

‘MY CITY’

While thanking the Prin-
cipals of schools for en-
couraging their students to
send in their entries for the
Civic Week Essay Contest
{(English), we regret that
nene of the eptries came
up 10 ihe siandard that
would merit publication in
our journal,
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A Browser’s Diary

Contrivance and
. . Connivance

There is a well-known (and
probably true) story about
Nicholas Gould, the irrepres-
sible wit and legal acrobat of
a century ago. The Assizes
were about to open in Jaﬁ'qa;
and the Judge would arrive
by boat at Kankesanturai and
travel by horse carriage to
Jaffna. Gould bribed the
driver of the carriage and
arranged with him to fake a
break-down near Chunnakam
market. Everything went ac-
cording to schedule and when
a large crowd had gathered
round his deeply perturbed
Lordship, Gould happened to
pass that way and offered to
drive His Lordship to his des-
tination. The offer was ac-
cepted and all who saw Judge
and counsel driving together
and chatting, drew the infer-
ence that they were personal
friends, with the result that
most, if not all, of the Assize
‘briefs went into Gould’s brief
case. -

I have recently been reading
a biography of Ian Fleming,
the creator of James Bond;
something similar happened
tc him. Anthony Eden’s
health broke down immedi-
ately after his Suez fiasco and
he was medically advised togo
on a holiday in some warm cli-
mate. Fleming’s home in Jam-
aica ‘Golden Eye’ was nearly as
well-known as the hero of his
thrillers. Besides, the Edens
and the Flemings belonged 1o
the same social set. Lady
Eden had been god-mother to
Fleming’s son. For reasons
of state it was necessary to
keep all arrangements secret
and Lennox Boyd—the Colo-
nial Secretary—was chosen as
intermediary between the
Prime Minister and Fleming.
Fleming knew only a day or
two before the Ikdens were
due to fly to Jamaica that it
was the Prime Minister and
his lady who were to be his
guests at‘Golden Eye’. Ameni-
ties in ‘Golden Eye’ were pri-
mitive. There was just one
servant whose one viriue was
that she regarded her master
as a divinity. The food was
spartan. There was no tele-
phone. The beds were hard.
The grounds were unkempt.
When the Governor received
official intimation he was
aghast. From long experience
in the .colomial service, he
knew that while Prime Minis-
ters might talk soulfully of the
delights of simple fare and
plain living, they would never
forgive anyone who took them
at their word. There had to
be police protection, servants
in uniform and cooks who
could tackle the Prime Miais-
terial palates. So the Gov-
ernor had no alternative but
. to take over ‘Golden Eye’ and
do what he could to make
1he Premier’s holiday tolerable.
12ut Violet the Negro maid”
sad general factotum of the
Flemings would have none of
it. Even the Governor’s lady’s
efforts to make Violet see re-
ason proved unavailing. So
Sir Hugh Foot did the best hie
could to preserve protocol
and provide reasonable com-
fort, But he couldn’t provide
any measure of privacy, Ca-
meras clicked incessantly and
rerorters thronged the place.
P. .ice were hard put to it to

secure privacy and quiet for
the Prime Minister without
falling foul of the Fourth Est-
ate,  Somehow this bizarre
episode came to an end.

What was Fleming doing
all this time? Of course he
knew that ‘Golden Eye’ was
hardly the sanatorium that
the ailing Premier needed. He
also knew that there were
more fittingly appointed houses
in Jamaica, whose owners
would have given both their
eyes for the kudos of playing
host to Anthony Eden. But
Fleming wanted the kudos for
himself. He also knew that
‘Golden Eye’ would appreciate
in value. Although his books
had received complimentary
reviews, none of them had
achieved Best Seller status.
They were selling only in hard
cover and a book becomes a
best seller only when millions
in paperback editions are grab-
bed by an insatiable public,
The anthor makes big money
only when paper-back pub-
lishers woo and win him, and
Fleming was yearning to be
wooed and won by these
moghuls of the publishing
world. He felt that the pub-
licity he would earn through
Sir Anthony and Lady Eden
choosing his Jamaican home
for a holiday was just the
thing needed 1o boost the sale
of his books. He was not far
wrong A larger public had
come to hear of him and of
his books. Paperback editions
were published and news-
papers bought serial rights,
Eden’s Jamaican holidayv was
not the only begetter of Fiem-
ing’s prosperity. Unce on one
of his visits he had been in-
troduced to Jehn Kennedy
who had then been nominated
for President by the Democra-
tic party. He dined with the
Kennedys that night and there-
after cultivated the whole Ken-
nedy clan assiduously, sending
them autographed copies of
his books, It was not long
before he had his reward.
Kennedy had been elected
President and Life published
an article on the reading habits
of the new President (what
the great do, the less prattle
about) and in the authorized
list of the favourite books of
the new President, Ian Flem-
ing’s From Russia, With Love
was ninth. Fleming’s cup was
running over but not for long.
Litigation, and Tax-men drain-
ed his gold and death followed
soon after.

S,

More Than Half a Lakh
Received Treatment

Altogether 56,508 patients
received treatment at the Moo-
lai Cooperative Hospital dur-
ing 1906-67: 51,065 were
Outdoor patients and 5,843
Indoor patients.

The net profit for the year
was Rs. 62,933/70, inclusive of
a Government grant of Rs.
15,000/-. The number of mem-
bers has risen from 2,841 to
2,903, :

At the 30th Annual General
Meeting of the >ociety held
recently, Mr. S. Sambantha-
moorthy was elected President.

_spacial

 Agricultural Exhibition and Cultural
Festival at Mannar |

An Exhibition and Cultural
Festival was held jointly by
the Mannar District Agricul-
tural Committee, Mannar
Pradesiya Kalai Manram and
the Department of Agriculture
at Adampan on 17th; 18th and
19th May. Pride of place was
given to the Agricultural Exhi-
bition organised by Mr. S.
Karalasingham, D. A.E.O.,
Mannar, and his staff and to
the Science Exhibition organ-
ised by Mr. M. Atputhanathan,
Ct. E. O, (Science) Vadamarad-
chy. The Agricultural Exhi-
bition included a Propaganda
Section, an Exhibition of
Agricultural Produce and items
like ghee, bees’ honey etc and
a Livestock Exhibition. There
were also a large number of
specially prepared plots show=
ing numerous varieties of
paddy, subsidiary food crops,
vegetables etc, on the ground.
The Science Exhibition which
aftracted much attention was
the first Science Exhibition to
be held in this District. Several
Schools in Mannar District
took part,

Several Government De-
pariments and Corporations
and private firms had stalls.
The stall of the Department
of Rural Development and
Cottage Industries was among
the most popular. Handloom
textiles and various items of
handicraftssuch as mats, rugs,
baskets etc. both from Mannar
District zand elsewhere were
exhibited and sold. The Fish-
erigs Corporation stall also
attracted much attention. Agri-
cultural machinery was exhi-
bited by three parties, Viz.
Browns Group Industries Ltd.
(including Land Master Walk-
ing Tractors and accessories)
General Suppliers & Importers
{(including Kubota Walking
Tractors and accessories) and
Freedom From Hunger Foun-
dation (including Yanmar
Tractors and accessories!. Mes-
srs D.V. Martenstyn & Co.
exhibited fishing gear and out-
board motors. Another stall
which attracted attention was
that of Messrs S.K. Mohamed
Salihu & Co. of Mannar who
exhibited agro-chemicals and
implements on behalf of Shell
Co. of Ceylon Ltd.

The cultural items on each
day started with the playing
of the Army No. 1Band and a
show by the Police dogs. The
show by Police dogs drew
large crowds., There were also
welcome songs by
school children. The firs
day’s cultural programme was
devoted to selected cultural
items from schoels. A high
standard, incomparably better
than last yezr’s was achieved.
The following Schools quali-
fied for awards under the res-
pective programmes :

Carnsatic Music
1. Murunkan Roman Catholic

Tamil Mixed School.

2. 8t. Xavier’s Girls College.

3 St. Xavier’s Boys College.

Folk Dance

1. Puthukudiyiruppu Govern-
ment Muslim Mixed School,

2. Pallimunai Roman Catholic

Tamil Mixed School.

3. Thalvupadu Roman Catho-
lic Tamil Mixed School.

Seocial Play

1. St, Xavier’s Boys School
Mannar.

2. Erukkalampiddy Miaha
Vidyalaya.

jslamic Songs
1. Tharakundu Maha Vidya-
laya. '

(By A Special Correspondent)

2. Erukkalampiddy Mabhalir
Maha Vidyalaya.

Baratha Natyam

1. Good Shepherd’s Roman
Catholic Girls School.

Folk Drama

1. Murunkan Roman Catholic

Tamil Mixed School.

In addition, there were two
dramas ‘“Veera Vijayanin Vet-
#i” presented by Women's
Rural Development Society,
Vamathevapuram and *““Mun-
nodi’* presented by Mathi Oli
Nadaga Manram, Mannar, on
the first day. About 10,000
were present, Mr, M D.H,
Jayawardena, Hon. Minister
for Scientific Research and
Housing and Mr. V.A. Alega-
cone, M.P. for Mannar were
Chief Guests on this day.

The second day’s programme
was devoted to selected dramas
from the Dramatic Societies
of Mannar District. An ex=
cellent standard was achieved.
*Kal Sumantha Kavalarkal®
presented by Muth Thamil
Kala Manram, Murunkan and
“Panchali®® presented by Va-
lar Kalai Mapram, Vankalai,
tied for first place. *Pathu-
kai”* presented by Valar Kalai
Manram, Vankalai, and “Vee-
ra Thilagam” presented by
Mannar Paddina Sabai Sana
Samuga Nilayam secured the
third and fourth placesrespec-
tively. Two other dramas
“Alexander’ by Arch. Gnana-
pragasar Nadaga Manram
and “Sankuruthi’ by Mathot-
tam Kalai Kalagam were also
staged. “Panchali” * Kal
Sumantha Kavalarkal” and
“Pathukai’® were of very high
standard and compare favour-
ably with the best dramas pro-
duced in other parts of the
island. About 15,000 were
present. Mr, M. D. Banda,
Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Food, Mr. D. P. R. Goo-
newardena, Hon, Minister of
Fisheries and Industries, and
Mr. W.P. A, Fernando, De-
puty Inspector General of
Police (Northern Range) were
Chief Guests on this day. Mr.
M. D. Banda, Hon. Minister
of Agriculture and Food was
taken in procession  from
Adampan to the entrance of
the Kalai Vizha grounds pre-
ceded by a float carrying Man-
par’s Aer Mannans (Govi-
Rajahs).  Shortly after the
opening, there was a ceremony
where the achievements of the
Aer Mannans (Govi Rajas) of
Mannar District were read
oui and the Aer Mannans
garlanded by the Hon. Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Food.

The newly published his-
torical play “Thaniyatha Tha-

kam” written by “Karaval
Kilan” (Mr, K. Kandasamy)
concerning some incidents
connected with the resistance
put up by a heroic Wanni
Chief Kayilai Vanniyan against —
the Dutch was released for
sale. Mr. A. Amirthalingam,
M.P. for Vaddukoddai and
Dr. 8. Vithiananthan spoke
about the history of the Dig=
trict and the book and Mr. A.
Amirthalingam M.P, purchas-
ed the first copy. A brisk
sale took place.

The third day’s programme
was devoted to'items of out-
standing merit from other
parts of the island, An ex-
cellent programme of ““Bara-
tha Natyam” was put up by
the Ceylon Tamil Women’s
Association’s ‘¢ Kalalaya ™.
Miss Geetanjali Sivaji Dorai,
Miss Indra Kanti Yogarajah
Miss Tushita Thirunavukarasu
and four other girls gave out-
standing performances. The
vocal music of Shrimathi Am-
bika Thamotheram and San-
kestha Pooshanam M. A, Ku-
laseelanathan was excellent
and so was the contribution
of Shri T. Ratnam (Miruthan-
gam) Shri T. V. Pichchaiap-
pah (Violin) and [Shri T.P,
Jesuthason (Flute). The per-
formance was under the able
direction of Selvi Shantha
Ramani Mahendra (Nattuvan-
gam). This was followed by
a Sinhalese play Henry Jaya-
sena’s “Hunu Vattaye Katha-
wa” (The Caucasian Chalk
Circle by Bertolt Brecht). This
drama which has won high
acclaim in Colombo and else~
where was well appreciated.
Henry Jayasena’s performance
was outstanding.

This was followed by Dr.
S. Vithiananthan’s University
Tamil Drama “Vaali Vathai®
an episode from “Ramayana®
preseated in Yadamodi Nat=
tukoothu style.

There were also two dramas
staged on the third day-by
local artistes : ““Neerovin Ko-
dumai” by Kalai Kalachara
Manram, Vankalai, and ‘*Vi-
vasayee” by the Mantai North
Village Council, Adampan and
Villu Pattu by Valar Kalai
Manram, Vankalai and Muth
’ll{"hamil Kala Manram Murun-

an.

A crowd of about (5,00
was present. Hon. M, H.
Mohamed Minister of Labour
and Employment and Mr. A.
E. Gogerly Moragoda, Per-
manent Secretary to the Minis-
try of Home Affairs were
Chief Guests.

As in previous years, no
gate was charged at the en-
trance or for any of the items.

o

Address:

Retail Shop at :

JAFFNA M.P.C.S. UNION LTD.

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,

AL Authorised distributors for
CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distribuied by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna. *

15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.
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as d Gee It

A Terrible Beaut}
is Born

During my schooldays, a
favourite essay topic with Eng-
lish teachers was Jaffna Fifty
Years Hence. I remember most
of us who wrote on the sub-
ject coming to the pessimistic
conclusion that Jaffna would
never change, not even in a
bundred years. It would al-
ways remain the same sleepy
old town, with cows wander-
ing around chewing bits of
paper and a few Nelson buses
and cars (which would easily
take the cake at an Old
Crocks® Rally; disturbing the
serenity. Invariably our teach-
ers endorsed this verdict.
Most of them bhave, alas,
crossed the bar but if, by
some miracle, they were bro-
ught back to life, I’m sure they
would rub their eyes in asto-
nishment and wonder whether
they had landed on some other
planet. The only thing they’d
recognise was the cows roam-
ing our streets.

How Jaffna has changed!
Physically, the face of Jaffoa
has been utterly transformed,
like a woman’s after beauty
freatment. Only in this case
I’nf’ not sure whether the new
face is really attractive. The
cadjan curtain has given way
to the half wall. American
style houses have sprung up
in the most unexpected places.
However impressive-looking,
they somehow dont seem tofit
in with the palmyra: they
stick out like sore thumbs,
And I suppose the test of
architecture is ‘whether the
buildings fit in with the land-
scape. It looks as if i#’ll take
years before these Yankee-
pattern houses merge into our
natural setting, But regardless,

by Jay

the craze nowis all for these
American style houses, especi-
ally among the new rich. The
fashion (or should I say
mania ?) started to a large
extent with the Great Trek
Back in 1958, Having been
used to flush toilets and show-
er baths in Colombo, they had
to remake Jaffna in their own
image,

It is not only the buildings
which betray the inroads that
‘Westernisation has made.
Who would have dreamt ten
or fifteen years ago, that
double-deckers would be
lumbering down Jaffna’s roads
or that the latest models of
cars would whiz past us as we
ambled along ?

Corresponding to this outer
transformation, our inner life
too has been subtly changed.
This is best seen in the be-
haviour of our youth who are
fast catching up with the beat
generation, Some of our dar-
ing young girls sport the mini.
In our time girls were not ex-
pected to be either seen or
heard. But now packs of them
can be seen on the streets,
doing God alone knows what,
They have invaded offices and
shops, are hawking detergents
from door to door. God
knows what else they’ll be do-

ing next, if they’re not doing

it already.

It is a paradox that while the
majority of us clung tenaci-
ously to the old ways during
50 many centuries of foreign
rule, within 20 years of inde-
pendence we have become al-
most completely Westernised.
This cultural servitude- is the
biggest tribute we can pay to
our erstwhile masters, We may
hate them but we yet want to
ape them, !

RABINDRANATH TAGORE

(Continued from our last issue)

Then comes the conflict
of our lesser man with our

greater man, of our wish-
es with our will, of the
desires for things affecting.

our senses with the purpose

that is within our heart. Then
" we begin to distinguish bet-
ween what we immediately de-
sire and what is good. For
good is that which is desirable
for our greater self”’.

Evil and suffering will be
conquered when the finite in-
dividual sees himself in the
Great ; lives the life of good-
ness. Evils beset us but we
should not lose heart in cow=
ardice.

“Let me not prayto be
sheltered from dangers

but to be fearless in fac-
ing them,

Let me not beg for the
stilling of my pain

but for the heart to con-
quer it”,

Love, for Tagore, was both
a feéling and an action. To
work for love is freedom in
action. We are free so long
as we work out of love and
for love alone. To love isto
be free from the ego. It is the
ego which blurs the human
vision. His prayer is, ‘Sink all
my egoism in tears”.

Tagore began life as a Brah-
mo, took up to what he called

synthetic religion for a while,
and he reached his concept of
Religion of Man, We speak of
the universality of religion,. but
in practice we narrow it down
to the scope of our own sects,
religion becomes a symbol of
vanity and sectarianism. We
set religion against religion in
a spirit of ugly competition.
In his drama, Achalayahan,
the poet preaches the gospel of
the synthesis. Everything in
the Universe moves on ; what
is seemingly stagnant is sure
to acquire the force of mobi-
lity. Religion is a synthesis
of the old and the new ; both
vertical and horizontal.

His concept of the Religion
of Man is expressed through
his Hibbert lectures, Brahman
or ultimate Reality can be per-
ceived only through the human
personality. We can know
Him onlyin and through this
medium, In this world, our
actions amidst human sur-
roundings are the best prayers
to the Almighty. We care for
human personality and human
personality is Divine persona-
lity, Theidea of Divinity of
man is the heart of the Reli-
gion of Man. Man is not in-
significant ; he is the represen-
tative of universal spirit. Life
could achieve the bliss of ful-
ness in man,

Tagore will be remembered
as a poet-prophet of integral
humanism; his main interest
centres round man.

Problems of Official Translations

+Continued from our last Issue)

Measures to remedy the
Inadequacy:

In the translation of literary
matter, the translator has the
liberty to omit a few words or
add a few of his own He
has to translate ideas rather
than words. But in the case
of official translations every
word of the original has to be
translated for each word has
its significance, In a Cabinet
Memorandum for instance,
each word has to be translated,
the style, emphasis and spirit
maintained, and the subject
matter as a whole presented in
the exact form of the original.

Since the vocabulary of
language could be enlarged as
much as the writer needs, this
deficiency in the language
could be remedied. The re-
lative flexibility of the voca-
bulary is a common feature of
all languages. The fact that
English has a vast vocabulary
does not indicate that this is
due to any intrinsic virtue of
the English language, but only
points out the conscious effort
on the part of its speakers to
enrich their langunage. Thus
our aim today should be to
expand and enrich the voca-
bulary of Tamil so that it also
could become a powerful ins-
trument in any sphere of acti-
vity. If Tamil is to be the
language of administration one
must create the necessary ter-
minology for the expression
of the relevant nuances of
meaning,

Here arises the question as

ment in the official glossary
and it is being used by most
of the government depart-
ments.” Aill such words of a
technical nature should be
collected from Tamil epigra-
phy and put to fresh use.
Some of these obsolete words
may sometimes be adopted
with slight modifications to
signify new ideas,

A thorough search into the
lexical matier contained in
the Tamil metrical dictionaries
(Blswe@ser) such as SDeur
&, dhnsejens, @Lm
wenfl will yield fruitful results.
Also a critical study of little
known Tamil literature on
metaphysics #gsi LT e,
medicines e sQw - mrev,
astronomy Gor8 mrev etc.
will yield a considerable vo-
cabulary which can be suitably
pressed into service today. To
make the best use of the lexi-
cal matter already in the
Tamil language a *“Thesaurus
of Tamil Words and Phrases”
on the lines of Roget’s The-
saurus of English words and
phrases should be compiled
by a body of competent schol-
ars. 1 would suggest that the
I. A. T. R. should undertake
this laborious task in addition
to its multifarious activities.

(i) Coining of New Words
and Phrases :

Coining of new words and
phrases arise when one is very
sure that there is no equival-
ent already in the language
and to determine that requires
deep scholarship. There are
so many haphazardly coined

by MAHESVARI BALAKRISHNAN
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to how suitable terminology
could be created. There are
three ways of enriching the
vocabulary to meet the present
day requirements. They are
(i)' resuscitating archaic and
obsolete words, (ii) coining
new words and phrases, and
(iii) borrowing words from
other languages.

(i) Resuscitating Archaic and
Obsolete Words:

The words which are already
in the Tamil language and
which are no Jonger in cur-
rency can be brought back to
life if they are adequate to ex-
press the meaning of modern
technical terms. For example
the word g4."ems ocourring in
the Sangam Classics can very
appropriately be taken as an
equivalent of “policy”, An-
other word found in epigraphy
which could be adopted for

official use is vaariyam
(aurdlunb) for an office in
charge. (This is found in

South Indian Iascription {iii),
80). The word vaarian (euril
wesr) could be used fora sup-
ervisor or superintendent and
vaariyapperumakkalh eumr fuscs
Qupwssar for city fathers.
(esmpenw Qeuiupd eurdail]
Qu@osserm B 8,11, 117).
Again there are a number of
technical terms pertaining to
the sphere of administration
found in the Tamil inscrip-
tions of Chola and Pandya
Kings. For example the word
Bldwr s ser b occurring inthese
inscriptions can be used for
department, for which term
various equivalents such as
UGS, @arar, gewm are in-
discriminately used at present.
I am glad to mention here that
this word is now gaining cur-
rency in Ceylon, being given
as an' equivalent of Depart-

and arbitrarily used terms in
the newspapers and ill-digest-
ed translations of today.

Papers are fond of using
words like rrglewr for re-
signation ; swre @emsmr for
Excise Deparrment, weysm
for prosecution and gerr for

readiness and 7 g for cancel. -

English words like district,
Committee, Commission, Union
are transliterated instead of
being translated. The news-
papers have the power to
popularise these inaccurate
and inelegant words among
the semiliterate people, A
competent body such as the
I. A. T. R. should therefore
devise way and means of cle-
ansing the language of these
unsavoury elements.

New words can be coined
from Tamil roots and bases
for expressing almost all the
modern ideas and the Tamil
language has the vitality and
flexibility to adapt itself to
any changing condition. It is
especially rich in uriccol o.M &
@emrdd and itaiccol Fevé
@&me which go in the build-
ing of words. The uriccol are
actually the bases from which
nominal and verbal forms are
derived by the additions of
appropriate particles (@ enc_&
@e&mev) which are copious in
Tamil. Again, as a prelimin-
ary step to help the coining of
new words all the word form-
ing elements (i.e. 2.MéQame
and Qe sQsredd) in the
Tamil language should be col-
lecied, classified and defined.

The newly coined words
should be short, apt and easily
pronounceable. Nominal
forms should lend themselves

freely for declension and for

continuing with other words
to form compounds.

If one

examines the words in the
Tamil language, one will find
that the vast majority of them
are monosyllabic or dissylla-
bic conforming to the patterns
& &, pirer, wad and 9 piy,
Very few words consists of
more than three syllables. Dis-
syllabic words preponderate
over the others. In coining
new words one should always
keep this principle in mind.

(iii) Borrowing words from
other Languages :

Oaly when the possibilities
and potentialities of the Tamil
language are exhausted one
should turn to a foreign langu-
age to borrow words. The
Sanskrit language has been for
centuries a source for borrow-
ing words into Tamil, and such
words which have thus gained
currency in the Tamil language
need not ke looked down upon
if they really serve to enrich
the langnage, Today English
can very well take the place
of Sanskrit in the matter of
enriching Tamil, particularly
in the sphere of Science and
Technology. When words are
borrowed from foreign langu-
ages, they should conform to
the phonetic principles of
Tamil and such loan words
should be so naturalised as to
be indistinguishable from pure
Tamil words.

Indiscriminate borrowing
should be guarded against as
it is injurious to the normal
development of the language.
Language after all is not a
dead thing, but can be liken-
ed to a living organism. Any
foreign matter entering the
organism will be rejected and
may prove fatal if it is nos
properly assimilated. In this
connection, what has been said
of the English language by the
author of King’s English can
apply to Tamil as well with
equal force if not greater ;

“All words not English in
appearance are in English writ-
ing ugly and not pretty........ .
Anyone who wishes to become
a good writer should endeav-
our to prefer the Saxon word
to the Romance (foreign)......
The writer whose percentage
of Saxon words is high will -
generally be found to have
fewer periphrases than an-
other.”  (King’s English—
Fowler).

The necessity for a Bureau of
trapslation:

In translation for official
purposes every designation
has to be given a separate
equivalent. Designation of
officers, like Presidents, Chair-
man, Principal, Director are
very often translated by a
single Tamil word as < Stz
Though each of these terms
could be translated with differ-
ent words, yet uniformity in
usage has not been achieved.
Wherever Tamil is the langu-
age of Administration it is
advisable and desirable too,
that uniformity in respect of
official designations be main-
tained. It is no doubt very
difficult for translators to keep
pace with the advancement of
knowledge in English, and un-
til we learn to think and work
adequately in our language,
we have to depend on transla=
tion. Hence a bureau for tran-
slation is a sine qua non. This
can be set up in India com-
prising of representatives from
all countries which need its
advice. :

The function of this body,
inter alia, should be to settle

(Continued on page 7)
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Multipurpose Or Single-Purpose Cooperatives ?

Cooperation is a Iiving
organism that grows with the
people, and exists wherever
people live. Originally co-
operative socicties spranz up
spontaneously from the people
themsslves with certain specific
objectives. Later, some of
these cooperatives started to
carry on several functions at
the same time. Other speci-
alized cooperatives became
elosely linked together either
at the primary or ata secon-
dary level according to the
needs of the members.

Experience has shown that
most advanced cooperative
movements form closely in-
tegrated systems of mutual
services and responsibilities
which are, in their very na-
ture, multipurpose. The fact
that the formation of multi-
purpose cooperatives has been
urged in some countries as
a matter of public policy,
really only means that a de-
gision has been taken to burry’
on, perhaps a litile artificially,
what would anyhow have been
a natural line of development.
The question of a policy of
~deliberately forming multi-
purpose societies, of convers
ting a simple into a come
plex structure has to be con-
sidered in the light of the pre-
gently developing trends of
the cooperative movement 1n
many countries.

Single - Purpose Societies.

It may be well to begin with
a brief glance at the simple,
single - purpose society as it
still exists in some countries,
if only to sez why it has re-
mained relatively unchanged
from the early days of co-
operation, Denmark is the
glassic illustration of this
kind of cooperation. Every
service—buiter making. egg
collection, the supply of ferti-
lizers or the distribution of
domestic goods—is carried on
by a separate cooperative and,
there may be a half dozen
of them in the same village,
of which perhaps only two,
the consumers’ store and the
creamery, will be carrying on
enough business to justify
the employment of a full-time
paid manager.

Before this situation can
really be understood, it is
necessary to grasp a numbcr.of
peculiarities of the Danish
situation: in the first place,
none of these cooperatives,
with the probable exception
of the consumers’ st ciety, will
be registered. All will be
based on the joint and several
liability of members. In such
circumstances it is essential
that the objects of each co-
operative should be of direct
jnterest to every single mem-
ber. No one can be expected
to accept unlimited liability
for a number of projects,
some of which are of no parti-
cular interest to him.

In the second plage (and,

this is a very important point),
although the accounts of all
these single-purpose societies
are kept separate, in other
ways they are more closely
. linked with one another than
-at first apears, For example,
the same farmers almost cer-
tainly sit on the committees
of more than one society; the
chairman of one may often
be the treasurer of another.
In the second place, the se-
cretary of, say, a fertilizer
cooperative, who, as already
noted, is usually a part time
employee, may quile frequen-

tly be the full-time paid man-
ager of the consumers’ society
or the creamery, a man who
already has business exper-
ience, an office, a typewriter
and a telephone.

Thirdly, societies with very
restricted objeets, such as the
supply of fuel or feeding stuffs,
or the collection of eggs, may
be acting only as agents for
larger regional organizations.
They may have no premises,
carty no stocks, and run
little or no financial risk.
It should perhaps be added
that the Danish system is to-
day subject to some criticism
by the Danes themselves, not
so much because it is single-
purpose, but because it has
too many small societies. The
principal reason for this is that
the Danish movement is an
old one and dates from a time
when transport was much less
developed than it is today.
Cooperatives Acting as Agents.

A variant of this system,
to be found for iwostance in
West Germany, is for a single-
purpose village cooperative,
perhaps a credit bank, to act
as agent for the purchase of
agricultural supplies, though
it does not keep a store or
run any commercial risk. Such
societies, however, never han-
dle consumer goods, nor do
they as a rule undertake
marketing, still less any kind
of processing, The success of
a system of this kind depends
on the existence of a strong,

not live in villages but scat-
tered on their farms, where
communications are good and
the natural business centre is

not the village but the country

town. Here it often happens
that there is one key cooper-
ative activity which is immedi-
ately popular and successful,
so that a society formed to
carry it out has no difficulty in
securing steady support, ade-
quate capital and competent
management, Such a society
may well be called upon by its
members to provide other

gervices, and be in a -sound

position to do so.

A marketing society, for
example, may make advances
to memberson a crop which
they have not yet delivered,
and these advances may take
the form of supplies of ferti-
lizers or insecticides. A cream-
ery may begin by processing
milk and go on to supply cattle
food, grassland fertilizer and
milking pails, It may make
loans for the purchase of cows,

"to be repaid by deductions

from the monthly paymesnts to
the members for milk, [t may
run a cattle breeding station
for the improvement of herds,
and a milk recording service
to test the quality of every cow
belonging to its members. It
may undertake the marketing
of some other farm product
such as eggs, or it may open
a consumers’ store when the
farmer can do his shopping at
the sanie time as he brings in

By

but the trend has been in the
direction of greater complexity
and organization in depth.
The conditions of success have
always been: services which
are of equal interest to all the
members; a sound financial
position; competent and, of
course, absolutely honest
management.

Multipurpose Cooperatives
in India and Ceylon

In recent years, however,
there has been in some coun-
tries a deliberate move, spring-
ing from government policy,
towards the formation in each
village or group of villages, of
one multipurpose cooperative
carrying on all the services
needed by the villagers. This
policy (one village, one so-
ciety has made its appearance,
especially in India and Ceylon
and, though in a rather differ-
ent form, in| many of the
countries of Eastern -Europe.
It is better to discuss these
two regions scparately.

In Asia, the new policy
was adopted as a result of
disappointment with the slow
progress of cooperation in its
original form, modelled, that
is, on the cooperative move-
ments of Europe, and parti-

—cularly in. view of the diffi-

culty which had been experi-
enced in finding competent
and honest management for
-a large number of small and
necessarily rather weak co-
operatives in remote villages.

R, C. S. COOKE
Retd, S.A.C.

well-managed regional supply
organization with its own
warehouses holding large
stocks of all the goods likely
to be ordered by the village
agencies, probably with its
own mills and mixing plants
and certainly with sufficient
capital and managerial ability
to make it possible for the
organization to carry the com-
mercial risks which it would
be quite unjustifiable for a
village bank to take.
*Linked’ Societies

In some countries, for
examole in Ceylon until the
last few years, the group of
village societies remained dis-
tinct, each  with its com-
mittee, manager and sysiem
of accounts, but all linked
through the willage credit
society, which held the per-
sonal accounts of all the
members, Cash loans to a
member, or the .value of
fertilizers or consumer goods
purchased by a member, were
debited to his account., Re-
payment of loans, thrift de-
posits or payments for pro-
duce sold through the mar-
keting cooperative were, ia
the same way, credited to
his account. This system was
very successful over a number
of years, and now in Ceylon a
national decision has led to
the formation of multipurpose
cooperatives.

Spontaneous Development of -
Multipurpose Cooperatives

There are meny countries,
however, in which the village
group of small cooperatives,
each with its own limited
function, has come into being.
This is particularly the casé in
countries like Great Britain
and Ireland, where farmers do

his milk.

In other cases, it may be an
agricultural cooperative which
is the starting point. From
manufacturing mixed animal
feed, consisting partly of
locally grown grains or oil-
seeds, the society may go on
to buying members’ crops for
sale to millers or crushers. It
may form other. marketing
departments to handle eges or
fruit. It may introduce services
such as grain-drying or tractor-
ploughing, or the repair of
agricultural machinery, It may
run a consumers’ store, it may
help members to draw up
schemes of planned develop-
ment on their farms, for which
the cooperative will supply
materials on credit. It may
act as agents for a mnational
cooperative insurance society
covering farmers’ risks.

Elsewhere, village consu-
mers’ societies have from the
beginning supplied agriculture
requirements and marketed
some kinds of fresh produce.
They do not, however, accept
deposits or carry on any form
of banking business. This is
left to a credit society which
does not, in turn, undertake
any form of trade. The more
highly skilled and highly cap-
italized marketing and proces-
gsing activities, such as those
concerned with milk or meat,
textiles or topical crops, are
almost always carried on by
specialized cooperatives under
fully qualified technical man-
agement.

All these activities are the
results of natural development
in the cooperative movement
itself. ~Mistakes have been
made, and there have been
retreats as well as advances,

It was argued that if all
the needs of the village could
be served by a single co-
operative, and, better still,
if neighbouring villages could
combine to wuse the same-co-
operative, that it would be
possible to carry on a volume
of business which weuld justify
the appointment of a full-time,
well-qualified stafil. At the
same time, the need for ins-
pection and supervision would
be reduced.

. This policy has succeeded
in Ceylonto acertain degree.
However, it has certainly not
superseded the single-purpose
society, especially in market-
eting. Nor has it greatly

increased the volume of co-
operative trade ian consumer
goods. What appears to have
been achieved {is, in the first
place, “that a good many large
cooperatives have been set up,
some of them resembling
district wholesale societies, In
the second place, loans are
increasingly made in the form
of agricultural supplies, and
in this way the old credi¢
society can claim to be a
multipurpose society.

In Ceylon, where the new
policy was based on political
as well as on economic con-
siderations, there appears to
have been a much more com-
plete and not altogether
voluntary amalgamation of
existing  societies, usually
consumers’supply and market-
ing, which were then given
the power to make advances
to producers from govern-
ment funds. The older credis
societies, which depended on
thrift for their resources,
were omitted from this ar-
rangement. It was undoubtedly
in part intended to produce
stronger cooperatives under
more skilled management
and stricter-control. It was
at least at one time, intended
to lead on to a svstem of
% Village management ™.

All the countries of Eastern
Europe had at one time (in
the USSR up to 1930, and
other countries up to about
1948 ) strong agriculiural co-
operative movements, cons-
isting mostly of single-pur-
pose societies for credit, mar-
keting, processing, supply and
( rather less frequently) village
consumers® stores. When the
decision was taken to col-
lectivize the land and abolish
individual farms, all these co-

. operatives were swept away

on the grounds that, hence-
forth, the collective farm
would undertake its own
supply and marketing and
would look to governmens
for services and finance. The
only need of the members of
collective farms which could
be supplied cooperatively
would be the provision of
consumer goods. Hence, in
all these countries it was
planned to set up, alongside
the collective farms, a net
work of consumer coopera-
tives, each with the monopoly
of trade in household goods
in a village.
(To be Continued)
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‘The Jafina Peninsula is the
home of the Tamils and is the

.chief centre of Hindu Culture

in Ceylon. The Tamils of
Jafipa are the descendants of
the early ssttlers from the

Chera, Chola and Pandya

Kingdoms of South India. The
“Tamils are a very ancient race
and have contributed very
many elements to the compos

site culture known as Hindu .

Culture. In the fields of Music,
Sculptore and Poetry, they
have very few equals in India.
Nowhere in the world can we
«find sculptures that can be
compared to the South Indian
stone images and bronzes. The
image of Sundaramoorthy
Swamikal found in the Colom-
bo Museum and the Nada-
gajah image of the Madras
Museam have evoked the
greatest admiration from art
«critics of the world. The image
of Sundaramoorthy stands un-
rivalled in its aesthetic appeal
and blissful poise.

The Tamils of Jaffoa have
inherited all the aspects of the
ancient culture of South India
and have produced from time
to time works of enduaring
value in Art, Literature and
Drama. The arts and crafts
of Jaffna are being carried on
by tamilies belonging to the
various guilds of artisans. They
are cottage industries and the
technique of production is
handed down from father to
son.  The ancient concept :
CBsRripd melupEsn Qessl
@pro mrl LwSats ' seems to have

_been the basic law of edu-

«cation which governed the
sprocess of learning that pre-
-yailed in the various guilds.

.

into two classes :

in the peninsala. But they are
mainly producing articles such
as towels, bedsheets for hos-
pital use and other similar
stuff. If the government and
the public could only join
hands to support and revive
the weaviog industry of Jaffna,
not fewer than 500 families in

‘the Northern Province could

take up to weaving as a profit-
able occupation. If power
driven handlooms are introdu
ced, there is every possibility
of producing a fairly large per-
centage of our needs in Jafina
itself.

In the Cottage Industries
Stall some of the best produc-
tions of the Jaflna weavers are
on show. !

Dyeing and Printing

Dyeing and Printing on
cloth by hand, was a compa-
nion industry to band.loom
weaving. Bat, now, this in-
‘dustry is almost extinct, There
was 2 time when it was in a
flourishing condition and the
dyers of Nallur, Karainagar,
Pt. Pedro and Aryakuolam,
(Jaffnra Town) produced ex-
cellent hand-printed temple
curtains, veddies and sarees.
Specimens of Jaffna band-
printed curtains and other
types of cloths can still beseen
at the leading temples in ,the
peninsula. :

The Jaffna dyers were
specialists in the following
methods of  printing: (a)
Melukeluthu ( Cuulseys s )
in which wax was used and
(b) Thannireluthu  (svet
Qraps @) in which ne wax was
used. Melukeluthu was divided
(1) Chaya-

by KALATPULAVAR K. NAVARATNAM

The artisans are divided in-
40 two main groups. The tex-
tile workers—dyers and weav-
ers—form one group, and the
Kammalar form the other.
Kammalar are divided into five
groups (ugsFsboreni) known as
Brass-founders (##@7), Gold-
smiths ($&r#), Black smiths
(Qsréani), Carpenters (ﬁ@#ff),
Sculptors and Architects (s
uBsar), Even to this day the
above groups are carrying on
‘their occupations according to
the rules of social life that
were prevalent in ancient
Tamil land.

“Weaving -

According to Tamil culture
weaving comes next in i_m—
portance to agriculture. _=ln
-ancient Tamil society weaving
was done to perfection. The
gextile industry of Jaffna has
practically died out. There

-are yet a few families in vari-

ous parts of the peainsula
swhich are still engaged in the
‘purcuit of weaving as a means
.of livelihood. At Perumalkovil-
ady, Vanparponnai, Jaffoa,
-there are yet a few individuals
who are capable of producing
sarees and blouse pieces. Fifty
years ago, the Perumalkmvil-
ady weavers exported to South
Ceylon artistic silk cambhoys
wihich were much sought after
‘by the Sinhalese artistocracy.
But, unfortunately, that trade
has died out because of the
change of tasie and type of
textiles used by the people of
‘South Ceylon. The Sinhalese
artistocracy today has given
up the artistic cambhoys and
‘ machine-
textiles instead. ?

_ Today there are, it is esti-

" umated, 750 handlooms working

kampi (=russi9) apnd Neela

kampi (eés2d9), These clas-

sifications referred to the line
designs used for the wveddies.
The popular types of sarees
produced were known as
Chaya Chelai with Mankai
Karai (eresriéses), This
type ol sarees bad designs
based oa the mango fruit. The
weavers of Jafina also pro-
duced, 40 years ago, excellent
sarees with mango boarders in
various texture and colour.

If the Government could
impart the meterials and
chemicals required for dyeing
and printing, this indasry could
be revived and more than 300
families can earn their liveli-
hood by producing artistic
curtains for doors and wind-
ows, table cloths and sarees
with elegant designs.
Gangadharan of Nallur, Jaffna,

Jhas supplied the late Mr. S.

Mahadeva, Director of
Public works, and cthers in
Colombe and Jaffna beautiful
curtains, table cloths, sarees
etc. He is unable to organize
the industry o a commercial
basis because of the difficulties
in obtaining tbe necessary
materials. This is a matter
into which the Cottage Indust-
ries Department chould in-
vestigate.

Brass and Iron Ware

Manufacture of brass and
iron wares is'confined to what
are required for domestic and
agricultural purposes. Jaffna
black-smiths are famous for
their arecanut choppers, dom-
estic knives, coconut scrapers
and door locks with keys.

At Nallur and Vapparponnai
there were a large number of
families engaged in producing

Mr.

brass utensils required for
bomes and temples, DBrass
lamps (@smdordzasr) and
brass utensils are still in use
ia all Tamil homes throughout
the Island. Eut the major
proportion of the requirements
is imported- at present from
South India. Majority of the
descendants of the old brass-
tounders have given up their
hereditary occupat on becanse
of their inability to compete
with the articles imported from
Soath India.

If this industry could be
organised with the help of
modern tools and accessories,
it can be revived as a cottage
industry. There are at present
at Nallur, persons belonging to
the non-kammala social order,
engaged in producing brass-
wares that could compete suc-
cessfully with the importec
ones in quality and price. If
the Government could open
training centres in different
parts of the peninsula, mem-
bers of non-kammala com-
munities also could be persu-
aded to take up ta the manu-
facture of brassware as an
occupation,

Gold and Silver Work

The chief centres of Gold
and Silver work in the Jafina
peninsula are Vannarponnai,
Nallar, Pt- Pedro and
Chavakacheri. © The Tamil
goldsmiths were exparts in
producing jewels in gold and
silver. Sir Emerson Tennent
writes as follows about them
in his book 'Ceylon’:

“Goldsmiths are ingenious
aud excellent workmen ‘and
produce bangles, chains and

rings whose execution is as’

fine as their designs are taste-
ful. Nothing is more interest-
ing than to watch ooe of these
primitive artists at his occu-
pation, seated in the open air.
with no otBer apparatus than
a few clumsy toolss a blow
pipe and a Chatty (s_w.) full
of sand on which to light his
charcoal fire,” (Vol: 2, p. 542
1859)

In the ‘Coronation Issue’
of ‘Ceylon Today’ (May—
June 1953) the following facts
about Tamil Jewellery appear
in an article on 'Visits of
British Royalty to Ceylon’,
page 61

“But one that stands dis-
tinct from all the other forms
of loyalty that were evinced is
the present of Tamil jewellery
to the Prince of Wales, (1875)
made by the Tamil community
in the Island.

“The list of jewellery, which
is as interesting as it is for-
midable, was made up of one
snake bapgle set with rubies
and diamonds; one eleph:nt-
hair bangle-set with pearls;
one bracelet composed of
seven elephants; one chain
carved in roses; one necklace j
one cross-brooch and one
round brooch, both of rose
patterns; one cross-brooch in
tortoise shell; one butterfly
brooch in tortoise shell; one
pair earrings in rose pattemn;
one pair earrings (pulukkudu
patiern); three bar rings; one
puzzle ring of four pieces and
another of seven pieces,

“These jewels were enclosed
in & carved silver casket. The
outer surface of the lid ‘was
engraved with a representation
of a forest scene, surrounded
by a wreath of lotus flowers;
while on the inner surface,
besides the ‘Prince of Wales’
feathers, was an inscription in

-

gold inboth Tamil and English,
indicating that the jawellery
came from the people of the
Tamil Proviaces in Ceylon.
Twelve master craftsmen had
been employed to malke the
ornaments.”

The goldsmiths of today
are still in their primitive state
with their clumsy tools, blow
pipes and Chatties. No change
has occurred in their art of
manufacturing jewels except
that they have abandoned the
old beautiful exquisite designs
and patterns and have started
manufacturing inartistic jewel-
lery copied from British trade
catalogues,

Filigree and grananlated gold
jewels were done to a nicety
by the Jafna- goldsmiths
which had nothing to egual
them in any part of the Island.

Even now there are one or .

two who can do such work
Mr. M. Subramaniam of
Vannarponnai, is still carry-
ing on this type of work.
He has won Gold and
Silver medals and certificates
of. merit at all exhibitions
where he had exhibited hic
articles- In the Colombo Plan
Exzhibition ot 1952, his filigree
jewel carried the first prize.
At the Loodon Wembly Exhi-
( Continued on page 6)

e T —

Futility of Politics and Protest

We in India have been talk-
ing about Swashan mukt Sa-
maj, about Lok niti as op-
posed to Raj-niti, or about
Lok-shakti i.e. Power of the
People in contrast with Raj-
shakii or the Power of Gov-
ernment. The ‘PEACE NEWS’
of April 5 contains a very
interesting and lucid article
on the subject by GEOF
BEVAN. In this article Be-
van emphasises the necessity
of rejecting government itself
rather than pursuing the poli-
tics of opposition or activities
of mere protest. He writes -

“Traditionally the avenues
pursued by those in disagree-
ment with their Government
have been politics or protest.
The first says, let’s take over
what they are mismanaging
and manage it ourselves. But
they discovered that once they
got themselves in the power-
positions they were as power-
less to make really human
choices as those they had re-
placed. They were faced with
and controlled by precisely
the same limitations and hu-
man alternatives. That is why
“If I ruled the world” is just
a sentimental song, We all

and that, instead, if only the
people placed them, ' the
‘progressives’, in  power,
everything would be alright,
The experience in our own
country after the last General
Election, barring one or two
exceptions, has exposed the
hollowness of this reasoning.
In England too the record of

" the Labour Party in office disil-

lusion=d even its erstwhile sup-
porters. The rule by Labour,
says Bevan, has ‘‘shown us so
clearly that nothing of real
human worth is to be expect-
ed from government: we
koow they don’t care about
us: now practically nobody

even expects a politician to

tell the trath—we know they
are going to lie to us—we
know that government is the
perpetration of lies against the
people. Now is the time for
us, the people. to take power.
We know tharv voting or pro-
testing is not the way amy
more. Who do they think they
are kidding with all this non-
sense about having a choice
every five years and hwing a
$ay in how the country is run?
This system simply isn’t
one we want. We do not want

difference.
the problem !

know it wouldn’t make any to do things this way any
by SIDDHARAJ DHADDA
It is ruling thatis more,” :
“It is no longer a question
of Labour or Consszrvative.

Government is simply in-
capable of giving us what we
want—our humanity, our dig-
nity, our freedom. It is not
because they are wicked or
immoral men (though they
are) but because of the way
they perceive their social func-
tion. The limitations which

their position places on them

prevents them from* making
human decisions...... Simply
because of where they are,
what they do is against us.
We must be for ourselves.

The only thing we have to
say to -those who govern is
don’t. But this is like telling
the bullet not to fire after you
have pulled the trigger or the
bomb not to drop after you
have pressed the button. This
is their function, This is what
they do. What we have now

-discovered—if we are to take

our desire to be human seri-
ously—is that because they
not only obstruct this desire,
but in fact have a vested in-
terest in actually thwarting
it, we must render their func-
tion obsolete.” -

Political parties often fool
the people by saying that those
who happen to be ruling at
that time are unprogressive
and opposed to the people,

Enough of swapping the sult-
anas for the currants and then
back again! The basic recipe
is fundamesntally poisonous.
We have constructéd and co-
operated with a system essen-
tially geared to the destruc-
tion of our own humanity!
We want a new recipe, one
which bases the decision-mak--
ing process among the people
—here, now, among you and

mc ”

It is heartening to find thas
thinking in the Western Peacs
Movement, which hitherto laid
more emphasis on opposing
war and on organising pro-
tests against it is now reveal-
ing an increasing realisatios
of the fact that war, exploita-
tion and injustice are only the
resultants of our present so-
cial, political and economie
structure, Itis these deeper
causes which must be tackled
if we are to succeed in creating
a2 society free from these
scourges which afflict humani-
ty at present. Nothing shori
of breaking up the Power-
structure of the centraliseg
State will enable us to achieve
the society of our dreams—o
society free from imposed Ruie

(Shashan) and from ex ploite-

tion and injustice (Shoshan).
- Sarvodai:
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_bition of 1934 he was awarded
a certificate of merit for his
filigree jewels,

1t is a pity that the art of
making filigree jewellery is
declining and very few are
willing to take to it. If the
Commerce and Industries De-
partment of Ceylon could find
a market outside Ceylon for
this type of jewels, the indus-
try could be revived and many
could be persuaded to learn it.
‘We are reliably informed that
there exist in London, Paris
and other capitals of Europe
and America markets for lux-
ury goods of this type. What
is necessary is an agency to
purchase these articles and ex-

port them to places where they

could fetch fancy prices. Cer-
tainly, these jewels could easily
find a place
market of Colombo.

Purely from an artistic and
cultural poiot of view, the art
of making filigree and granu-
lated jewellery should not be
allowed to die, It is the duty
of the Government and ‘those
institutions which are interest-
ed in preserving the traditional
arts and crafts of the country,
to finrd ways and means of
preserving such cottage indus-
tries. '

Production of jewels and
other artistic objects in gold
and silver by the process of
embossing (Q&T & FCard) is
another type of art-which is
fast disappearing from our
midst. There are only a few
who can today produce an em-
bossedjewel oran article.Iflarge
scale production of this type
of articles could be organized,
the Jaffna silver rosewater
sprinklers (e afid @eibLy),
sandalpaste cup (Fhsard
@bum), silver-tray (Qaerafl G
SL_L.tb), liop-tace bangles
(@risapassriL]) etc, can
easily find a place ip the tour-
ist market of Ceylon and other
countries. 1If capital and or-
ganization can come together,

much can be done to create a-

demand for the embossed gold
and silver articles of Jaffpa.

Some of the jewels produced
in the traditional patterns by
the goldsmiths of Jaffna are on
show at the Art Exhibition
Section of the Carnival, We
request all those who are in-
terested in the revival of our
cottage industries to pay a
visit to the Art Section to
convince themselves of the
necessity to revive our ancient
Arts and Crafts,

Sculptare

Theart of making images

in stone and metals is an old
industry of the Tamil country.
The Tamils were great build<
ers of magnpificent temples
and makers of fine images. At
one time in Jaffna there were
many families engaged in this
art. Mr. Ramakrishpa Achary
of Vannarponpai is still carry-
ing on the traditional art of
casting images in metal with
a certain amount of success.
He bhas a good knowledge of
the technique of image making
according to the Agamic rules.
This art also, like the others,
is declining.

Although the technigue of
making images is still in ex-
istence, the artistic aspect of
the images produced is far
from satisfactory. The scolpt=
ors who are engaged in making
the images for temples know
the formula and the measure-
ments connected with the
different kinds of imzges, but

- inartistic.

in the tourist.

totally lack the necessary art-
istic insight. - They possess
the mechanical knowledge, but
lack the cultural training and
education that are essential to
produce a work of art. A
systematic attempt to popu-
larize the principles of Hindu
Culture and Art by means of
lectures, publications and ex-
hibitions, will to a great ex-
tent improve the present state
of affairs. Not only should
the sculptors be educated on
the principles and philosephy
of Art, but also the puklic to
discriminate between good art
and bad art. [t is painful and
disappointing to see, even edu-
cated men, getting images
made which are clumsy and
Hindu schools and
colleges can do a lot in this
direction,

Carpentry

Carpentry as an industry is
in a satisfactory state but
has lost its ancient artistic
characteristics,
of houses and the mannfacture
of furniture are the main occu-
pation of the carpenters in the
peninsnla. But almost all the
furniture required for use by
the people are now being ims=
ported from South Ceylon
because they are modern in
design and cheap in price.
Carpentry as a fine art is
gradually dying but as an
industry it will continue to
exists

The Tamil carpenters were
famous for their artistic pro-

' ductions and it is not wise to

allow that aspect of carpentry
to die out. From ancient times
there were families of carpent™
ers who specialized in making
artistic Fahanams and cars for
temples and other ornmamented
wood work. (Plate VI Fig I)
There are individuals who
are experts in such type of
work found today in Tinnevely
(Jaffna) and Vadducoddai. The
car built recently for the
Veerama Kali Temple of
Jaffna, by the Tinnevely car-
penters is a really good piece
of work worthy of mention.
The silver plated wooden pea-
cock Vahanam of Kathiresan
temple, Jaffra, which was done
in Jaffna, some fifty-five years
ago, is a master-piece of art-
istic workmanship.

The artistic side of carpen-
try can only thrive if the
wealthier classes make it a
point to patronize those car-
penters who are in that branch
of carpentry. In spite of large
scale production of cheap
furniture in the West, there
still exists a demand for artis-
tic things and ‘there are insti~
tutions and individuals engaged

in promoting the artistic aspect,

of the industry. The upper
educated and cultured classes
in the West have not lost their
habit of collecting tbings of
artistic value. In the East the
state of affairs is different. In
this context we would like to
quote what Dr. Ananda Coo-
maraswamy = has  written:
“There are a large class of
goods cheap and nasty, which
are manufactured solely for
the Eastern market, and which
no ope with education or taste
would use in Enpgland, Yet
these are purchased eagerly by
Indians who desire to furnish
in the European style, and in
such gquantities that their
drawing rooms are more like
shops than living-rooms.” Un-
less our taste and sense of
values change, we cannot hope
to give an artistic turn to our
industries. ;

Construction

Palmyra Products

The most popular cottage
industry of the peninsula is
the Palmyrah Industry. This
industry is very popular in the
Islands adjoining the peninsula
and the areas round about
Point Pedro, Palmyrah mats,
baskets etc, produced in Vada-
maradchi are better in quality
and appearance that the ones
produced in the Islands. With
better facilities and training.
the people of the Islands can
be made to produce sufficient
quantity of mats and baskets
that could find a ready sale
throughout Jaffna and other
parts of Ceylon. Fifty years
ago, women of Thattathern,
Vanparponnai, Jaffna, made
excellent baskets and mats out

' of palmyrah leaves that could

Al

stand comparison with the
mats of Batticaloa and South
Ceylon., If a sale of their pro-
ducts is guaranteed, the women
of that place may be persua-
ded to take up to the work of
making mats and baskets,

The art of producing jaggery
from sweet toddy can be pop-
ularized. A variety of candy
known as kallakaram (s éems
&mib) is another product that
could be made out of sweet
toddy. Jaggery if produced on
a large scale, can to a very
great extent, take the place of
sugar.

The palmyrah industry de-
serves the attention of the
Government and ways and
means should be devised to
develop itas a major cottage
industry of the peninsula. The
Central Government of India
has established a separate
department to develop the
palmyrah industry in India
and has also appointed provin-
cial organizations to carry out
the scheme of development.

The revival of cottage in-
dustries with the assistance of
modern techhical applianoces
will keep intact the wvarious
guilds and solve the growing
problem of un-employment.
“Do not then let us compste
with Western nations by evol-
ving for ourselves a factory
system and a capitalist owner=
ship of the means of pro-
duction corresponding to theirs.
Do not let us toil through all
the wearisome stages of the
industrial revolution—destruc-
tion of the guilds, elimination
of small workshops, the fac-
tory. system, laissez faire,
physical degeneration, hideous-
pess, trusts, the an-employed
and un-employable, and what-
ever may be to tollow" writes,
Dr. Apanda K-Coomaraswamy,

In the production of things
for daily consumption, we
should not aim only at cheap-
ness and utility. They are no
doubt factors which should not
be neglected. In addition to
the economic factors, there is
the artistic aspect of produc-
tion® which also should be
taken into consideration. Art
and Cdlture also occupy an
important place in the life of a
community. Things of artistic
value without sacrificing uti-
lity, can only be produced by
cottage industries.
object can be produced with-
out the personality of the
artist behind it. This is not
possible in organized large
scale machine industries.

Instead of using cheap and
unenduring inartistic utensils
in our homes, we should begin
to use our own traditional
articles wherever possible. We
should permit art to permeate
our lives and shape our culture

No artistic -

‘TAUGHT DEMOCRACY
- TO THE PEASANTS

It was Credit Societies which
taught democracy to the pea-
sants, said Mr. R. Rajaratnam,
President NDCF, speaking at
the Training Class conducted
by the Tholpuram-Moolai
Credit Societies Union.

He went on to say that it
was Credit Societies which
had brought fame to the
North. When multipurpose
societies were started it was
not intended to hit credit so-
cieties. Credit Societies, he
emphasised, were the back-
bone of the movement: that
was Wwhy plans were being
made to revive them. He
advised them to do all their
borrowing through Credit So-
cieties.

Mr, M. Ganapathipillai,
President Tholpuram-Moolai
Credit Societies Union, said
that their societies were model
societies which repaid Bank
loans promptly: they also
functioned well. .

Mr. R.C.S, Cooke, Vice-
Presidént NDCF, who outlined
the history of the Tholpuram-
Moolai Union, said that it
was the first Credit Union in
the island, established forty

years ago. The area had been
known for its cooperative
spirit : unfortunately that en-
thusiasm seemed to have di-
minished now. He appealed
to them not to squander this
precious heritage but to try to
enthuse the people, especially
the youngsters, He also
stressed the necessity of de-
officialising th: Movement:
they must do things them-
selves instead of depending on
the Government for everything

Mr. P. Cumaraswamy, AC
CD Jaffna West, said that it
was not enough to merely
settle loans in time, A Sup-
ervisory Union had more func-
tions than that: the Union
should be like a searchlight;
it should help to rectify weak
societies. He warned that they
should not import MPCS
‘principles’ into Credit Societ-
ies, He pointed out that part-
ly due to the reluctance of the
old leadership to bow out and
train youth to take over the
leadership, there was no second’
line of defence. Training youth
to take over the leadership
was, he declared, a must,

M SRR

Canadian

Loan for

. Maskeliya Oya Project

Another step forward in
Ceylon’s programme of elec-
trification was taken on May
20th at noon when a develop-
ment loan for the Maskeliya
Oya Project was signed by the
High Commissioner for Cana-
da, Mr. John Timmerman and
Dr. Gamani Corea, Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Plan-
ning and Economic Affairs.
The loan funds in the amount
of $750,000-00 (approximate=
ly Rs. 4,050,000-00) will be
used to provide detailed en-
gineering and design 'services
for Stages Il and III of the

patterns. QOur ladies should
take a delight in modelling
their jewellery on traditional
art patterns and designs instead
of copying British jewellers’
catalogues. “Indian npative
gentlemen and ladies should
make it a point of culture
never to wear any clothing or
orpaments but of native mapu-
facture and strictly native
design, constantly purified by
comparison with the best ex-

.amples and the models fur-

nished by the sculpture of
Amarawati, Sanchi and Bar-
hut” wrote Sir George Bird-
wood seventy years ago. It is
our duty to patronize and re-
vive those cottage industries
which are on the verge of
extinction, to purlfy those
which -survive in degraded
form and to avoid the useless
luxuries imported from abroad.
“The imitation of European
ways of living, whether in
respect of dress, food, archi-
tecture or what not has led
to the adoption of many
European luxuries which are
quite unnecessary,and some-
times positively injurious.
We shall certainly be much
wiser to do without these
useless or injurious things
altogether — with economy
to ourselves—than we should
be in making them locally,
even worse than they are
made in Europe.”

DRr. ANANDA COOMARASWAMY,

(Reprinted from the Festival of
Arts Souvenir Vaidyeshwara Vid-
yalaya August 1953),

threc-stage Maskeliya Oya'
Hydro Electric Project. Im--
mediately following the con-
clusion of the loan agreement, .
an engineering agreement will
be signed by the Department
of Electrical Undertakings
and the Canadian contractor,
Ingledow and Associates of
Vancouver. i

The lcan will be repaid over
a period of almost fifty years
with no interest, commitment
or service charges and a tem:
year grace period in which no
payments will be necessary.
According to the agreement,.
the final payment will be made-
in 2017.

The signing of the loan:
initiated a new phase of the
Maskeliya Oya project in
which Canada is already in-
volved. Under the financing
agreement for Stage 1 of the
project, which will come into
operation in the first half of
1969, credits in the amount of
$10.8 million (or approxi-
mately Rs. 54,432,000.00) have
been given by the Export
Credits Insurance Corporation
(ECIC) of Canadato T. In-
gledow and Associates for the:
construction of a main stor-
age reservoir with a concrete
dam at Laksapana Power
House, a 75 million watt plant
at Polpitiva Power House and
a 25,400 foot long and 15 foot
conveyance tunnel and 2] foot
diameter surge shaft.

Canadian aid donated to
past irrigation and electrifica-
tion projects has included as-
sistance to the Gal Oya or In-
giniyagala-Badulla Power pro-
ject several years ago which
included the provision of both
irrigation and agricultural:
equipment to the Gal Oya
development scheme and, the
use of counterpart funds for
the construction of the Namal’
Oya Reservoir to provide irri-
gation, :

Together with the loan agre-
ement for newsprint, which
totalled $1,250,000.00 and was
signed on May 16, atotal of
2 million in Canadian interest
free loan funds has been ex-
tended to Ceylon in May,

—Press Release




JUNE 1, 1968

THE COOPERATOR

Problems of Official Translations

n P "(_Caminued from page 3)

. ~some of the urgent needs of

. the translator. Glossaries of
technical terms have been
published in Ceylon and India,
but uniformity in the selection
of equivalents has not been
‘maintained.

To illustrate my point I
give below a few official terms
and their Tamil equivalents
found in some glossaries pub-
lished in Ceylon as well as in
South India. The numerals
by the side of the equivalents
‘indicate the glossaries con-
-sulted for this purpose, which
are as follows:—

1. Glossary of Official
Terms and Phrases in
Tamil (Official Language
Department, Ceylon,

1959),
rssmws QerHGoy
& 5.

2, Tamil equivalents of
English Terms (Madras,
1936).
sv& Q& mnser.

3., Tamil equivalents of °
English Terms (Madras,
19:8).

&g Qe heer.

4, List of Technical and
Scientific Terms (Gov-
ernment of Madras,
1947).

s&v & QFm paer.

5. A Dictionary of English,
Tamil Terms in Ad-
ministration (Madras,
1949).

L Ps Qerd Har
auiflene

6. Tamil Administrative
Terms (Madras, 1962).
Slih S 85 QT H
&H e

7. A Classified English
Tamil Dictionary (Mad-
ras, 1962).

v Qurmer HuBw s
S NesTaIfens.

EQUIVALENTS

Administration—
1. plopwrst, gy 8,
2. Yepos, 2 Hepen m,
2 Flwe pew m.
3. gmas, IJrHwed
@pem m.
4. plieumrsib:
i, 8, yemas.
63 =
R T B ™ s
(Another word used in the
press and in official trans-
lations— LML evewib)
‘Board—
1. sou, U]
2. &&ID,
3. Gumi@®, spsib, Gl
4, Cuma@®.

5. aspsaw, eurflwibd, v

o &,
6: ueens, s pib (Board
of Revenue=euggaumuiLs

LIGUED &)
7. uwib,
«Certificate—

17 snewfsih.
3. 565 ssmen
37 ‘569 ssTer.
4. s STUHL LUGHTD,
568U UsHrw,
5: e pBsELB, 5695
Bem, Fmew s ih.
6. &amer flsLpy
7. e&mer MsLD.
‘Department—
13 B saentn,
2 SlWM.
3. g, usd, Borsr.
d; — .
5. senm.
6: gD,
7. —
Document—
17 Frsevid, I aicumib.
2. us8r, FeT LY.
3. Fmewmy, Yeuewrid, Lig
. b,
4.." —

B, geuewri, sl g

L e
7. edaw’ wsBg,
 <Yaemiib.

Licence—

1 2 Gapas &0

2. L.

3. @i, wenL_;

4d: yanywSHs ELG.

57 e femiowimdanr,

f. o fwib.

7: o feswwmdenr, o Minibd,
. Parliament—

12 umgmEsLo6T mib,

2; urrell Qe my.

© 87 wnirel@wer 1.

47 i ef Qs .

5. )

6. LITTmERLeT Db,

77 -
(Another word used in the
Tamil Press — primres
_ LDGHT M) D)
Pension—
17 2.UuUsTT& FLoUGTLD.
2. o &elF Fibuertb:

32 — :

4. —_

5. &Fuuertd, o GBF Fib

LIGT b7

8. @uiay serHuih?

7: guie) oo Quih:
Treasurv—

17 e nGel.

27 s@maob?

37 &EmaLevth?

47 QursRauib?

8. smaysid.

62 smayetb.

77 smaed.
Voucher—

1. 2.m8F L@, %

g2 —
3. om®& F @,
oy 20

43 S5

5. emss?l @,
FL@.

6. Qraays F_@.

7. Qesavas FL@.

A cursory glance of the
equivalents given in the vari-
ous glossaries and dictionaries
will show that there is no
fixity of meaning for most of
them, They are used rather
arbitrarily and indiscriminate-
ly in translations today. As
a result no Tamil translation
of an official document at
present can achieve the pre-
cision and exactitude which
we find in the English original.
Standardisation of Tamil equi-
valents is therefore' an urgent
need of the hour. A bureau
as suggested must be able to
publish standard glossaries as
guides for the use of the trans-
lator so that uniformity may
be achieved wherever Tamil
is used as language of admi-
nistration. I would like to
mention here the very com-
mendable work of Tamil Va-
larchi Kalagam (&1p etenii &
& spasm) in producing the
First Modern Tamil Ency-
clopzdia in 9 volumes; thous-
ands of equivalents have been
used by the compilers of this
monumental work. In my
opinion it would have been a
great help to the translator, if
a supplement volume of index
and glossary is added for easy
reference,  Such a glossary
should contain all the scienti-
fic and technical terms used
in the body of the text in the
form of an English-Tamil dic-
tionary,

Secondly, the bureau shounld
be able to provide a key for
transliteration. In adopting
foreign words which have
gained currency, they should
be paturalised, and made to
conform to the phonetic rules
of Tamil so that they become
part of the language. For
example, the word “rubber”
is written variously in India
and Ceylon as @mooud and
@pounr  and plud,Fourr.,
The forms @miiud and G
uri are crilicised as conveying

E-14

2 m 5 F

unsavoury meaningsand hence
avoided by some., But the
words moud and powd do
not conform to the phonetic
rules as the letters m,  can-
not be used initially. In the
case of proper nouns a certain
amount of faithfulness to the
original is desired. But in
the case of other words the
simple, natural- and elegant
garb of the Tamil damsel is to
be preferred to the incongru-
ous, grotesque, dazzling make-
up of the foreigner. Many
types of such difficulties could
be ironed out only' by an
authoritative body.

A standard dictionary of
administrative terms in Tamil
is an urgent need of the trans-
lator which the bureau could
undertake to publish. Tamil
language is not confined to a
single political unit, and as
this Conference would bear
witness, Tamil could very well
attain the status of an Inter-
national language, at least
in South-East Asia. Hence
there is need for a standard
Tamil comparable to the
standard English—an idiom
which will be acceptable to
all. Temil scholars should
rise above all regional or na-
tional prejudices and work to-
attain this goal. The [.LA.T.R.
in my opinion is the only
body that could take upon
itself this great responsibility
of making Tamil an adequate
vehicle of administration,

TR T
NEWSPRINT
LOAN AGREEMENT

On May 15th, a loan agree-
ment for the purpose of pur-
chage of Canadian newsprint
by Ceylon was signed. Dr.
Gamini Corea, Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of
Planning and Eeconomic Af-
fairs and His Excellency Mr,
John Timmerman, High Com-
missioner for Canada in Cey-
lon signed for their respective
parties.

Under the terms of the loan
agreement, the sum of 1,250,
000-00 Canadian dollars (ap-
proximately Rs. 6,750,000-00)
will be paid by Canada to
Canadian manufacturers of
newsprint who Wwill in turn
supply Ceylon with this com-
modity. Ceylon will repay
this amount to Capada in
eighty semi-annual instalments
beginning in 1978 and ending
in the year 2017.

There will be no interest,
commitment or service charges
payable in respect to this loan
and a ten year period of grace
in which no repayments must
be made, will apply.

This loan represents one
small facet of the continuing
Canadian aid programme for
Ceylon which with this year’s
commitments will reach a level
of over § 58 million. Projects
have included aid to the trans-
portation industry in the form
of railroad ties and the pro-
vision of locomotives, the
provision of training places in
Canada for several hundred

- Ceylonese scholars, provision

of Canadian advisers and ex-
perts to Ceylon in fields vary-
ing from geology at Pera-
deniya, to the Hotel School at
Samudra, and the about to be
completed Katunayake Air-
port facilities. This $ 58 mil-
lion, which has for the most
part been in the form of out-
right grants, is in turn, part
of the § 930 million which
Canada has donated over the
past seventeen years fo coun-
tries in the Colombo Plan
region.

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

FIXED DEPOSITS

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
217, and 339 -respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%
and 41% respectively.

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest as the rate of 3% is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily,

(2) From 1.11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 4% for the month in which there
is a minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/~ or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of
interest payable will be 43%.

SECURITY DEPOSITS
From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest
rity Deposits of Societies will be 33%.

PAWN BROKING

_ Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. The rate
of interest charged is 9% and Repayment by Instalments
is allowed, i

payable on Secu=-

Branches :
Ja#fna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—Point Pedro
(Nelliady)—Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts

R ' —Vali East (Averangal).
YN Head Office : ‘
582, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA,

EARN AN EASY
RS, 150/~ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Barees, Verties, Shawls, Table blonh, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs, Pillow Cases,
Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

Available in lovely designs and enchanting colours ai

Jaffna Co-operative Textile
docieties Union,

# 10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA.

Eravurpattu M.P.C.S. Union Lid,,
Chenkaladi

We are :—Agents of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Ltd.
s» » Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.
» 1 Peopie’s Bank in Pawn Broking,

Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.

Paddy Purchasing Agepts of Commissioner of Agrarian
Services in Eravurpattu,

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government,

Wholesale and retail dealers in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

A Phone 28 Eravur.

For Speedy Discharge and
Saje Delivery

Jaffna District
co-opekaﬁve Haerbour Sesvices

Union 8.

P20

.

JAFFNA,
® STEVEDORES AGENTS
@ LANDING CONTRACTORS

® FORWARDING AGENTS

Telephone No, 580
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Fhe Local Scene "=

Why Not A Week For
Officials Too ?

Now that Jaffnais in the
throes of a Civic cum Health
Week, evervone of us will be
reminded of our duties as
citizens, of our obligation to
keep the city a clean and fit
place to live in. No doubt
these periodical reminders to
citizens are necessary and use-
ful. But 1 wonder whether
this kind of thing should not
be extended to officials too,
to periodicallyremind them of
their duties and responsibilities
to the people.

One has only to walk round
the streets of Jaffna to get
what I mean. The cyclone
that hit Jaffna last December
is yet with os: on Main Street
the uprooted stump of a giant
tree yet lies partly blocking
the road. No one seems to
have bothered to remove it. I
suppose there’ll be a hue and
cry only when it causes an
accident, as one day it must.
In Grand Bazaar, the Milk
Booth yet lies flattened under
a fallen tree. No attempl
geems to have been’ made to
removye the tree and allow the
Milk Booth to carry on bus-
iness as usual. Of course the
official answer will be thay
these things are notso simple
as they seem to the layman,
that there’s a lot of red tape
binding them hand and foot.
But I’m sure there are ways of
cutting through all these for-
malities, if onlys the officials
concerned have a little more
consideration for the welfare

 Surveyed by RAJ

of the city. What is lacking
is a sense of urgency: they
prefer to let fallen trees lie.
Isn’t it so much easier after
all?

Another glaring instance is
the old Post Office Building
which is going to rack and
ruin, While government de-
partments pay high rents to
landlords. this solid, Dutch-
style building has become the
abode of vagrants and beggars.

In fact, for some time a
decrepit old couple had made
its verandah their home, with
their broken-down furpiture
piled all round them. Now
they are missing but their re-
moval had nothing to do with
the apthorities, Isn’t it erimi-
nal folly to let this building
lie idle while at the same time
appealing to people to tighten
their belts and put their shonld-
ers to the wheel ? Whoever 18
responsible for this, he deserves
to be drawn and quartered.

Another thing thai autho-
ritiesoverlook, perhaps because
it brings in revenue, is over-
crowding in theatres. Of
course there are periodical
barks and growls but the
theatre-owners know that offi-
cials’ barks are worse than
their bites. If only the offi-
cials pluck up enough courage
to bite, then erring theatre-
owners would learn todevelop
a healthy respect for them.

I could go on citing more
examples of official apathy.
But what’s the point? We
cannot move mountains, can
we ?

the Principal/Headmaster.

or English,

tation

1. The Savings Habit
. 2. The Queue System
3. The Village Fair

5. My Home Garden

International Cooperative Day

OPEN AND SCHOOLS’ CONTESTS
In connection with International Cooperative Day, the
Northern Division Cooperative Federation is conducting
Essay, Short Story, Poetry, Drama and Slogans Contests,
" Entries from schools should be certified as original by

Entries (both Open and Schools) may be either in Tamil

Essay—Open Contest
Essays should not be less than 1,200 words.

1. Cooperation and Human Rights
The Cooperative Contribution to National Rehabili-

3. A Unified Service for Cooperative Employees

4, Cooperative Marketing

5, The New Agricultural Credit Scheme
Essay—Schools® Contest

Senior Division (Under 19 and over 14}
Essays should be approximately 700 words
1. A Cooperative Super-Market for Jafina
2. Multipurpose vs. Single-purpose Cooperatives
3. The Distribution of Scarce Commodities
4. The Cooperative Movement and Food Production
5. Jafina’s Agricultural Exhibition 1967

Junior Division (Under 14)
Essays should be approximately 350 words

4. Our Cooperative Shop

Background material relating to the above essay topics
will be found in The Cooperator. Back numbers are available
at the NDCF Office, 59, Main Street, Jaffna.

Short stories, one-act plays; poens and slogans should
deal with Cooperative themes. :

Suitable cash prizes will be awarded to those entries
which win first place and are considered worthy of the
award. Cash prizes will also be awarded to all entries sel-
ected for publication inour journal.

The decision of the Editorial Board is final.

Closing date for entries: :
Entries should be sent to: The Editor, The Cooperator,

15.6-68.

59, Main Street, Jaffna.

Always keep in mind the
dignity of labour: never feel
ashamed to do manual work.

This was the advice given
by Mr. R, Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF to the Ordinary
Level Course trainees of the
Cooperative Training School,
Jaffna, at a farewell party
given by them.

Citing the example of the
Chipese in Malaya, Mr. Raja-
ratpam said that educated
young men should be ready to
take to agriculture and indus-
try, without waiting for the
Government to do cverything,
or lamenting that there were
no employment opportunities
available.

Mr. V. Canagasabai ACCD
Jaffna East told the departiog
trainees to have faithin the
future. Even if they did not
secure employment in the co-
operative sector, they should
try to apply the education they
bad gathered at the Coop
School, to the societics in their
own villages. He appealed to
them to work honestly and
devotedly. :

Mr. 5. Nagalingam, HQI,
Jaiffna East, advised them to
do their duty by their organi-
sations. They should not hesi-
tate to point out the wrongs.
He appealed to them to join
the Past Pupils’ Association
so that they could successfully
campaign to see that only
those with a cooperative train»
ing were appointed to coop-
erative societies. They should
also help in the reorganisation
of societies in their area.

Mr. K. Paramothayap, Prin-
cipal, stressed that they should
learn to stand on their own
feet, without relying on out-
side help. It was necessary,
therefore, that theyshould for-
mulate the necessary schemes.

Without Cooperative Edu-
cation, the Movement cannot
progress, emphasised Mr. P.
Govindaswamy. [t was vital
that they practise those virtues
associated with coop leader-
ship.

Mr. P, Kandiah said that
the future of the Cooperative
Movement lay in their hands.
He adviséd them to muke full
use of the colonisation facili-
ties offered by the Govern-
ment, without sticking senti-
mentally to their localities. If
they adopted cooperative me-
thods of farming, they could
face the future with confid-
ence.

Mr. R, M. Nagalingam ad-
vised the students to be hon-
est and devoted to their duty.

Union Given
Assurance

The Food Commissioner has
given Mr. I, F. Sigmaringam,
President Jiffna District Coop
Harbour Services Unton, an
assurance that the Department
would consider iucreasing the
rates for stevedoring, lighter-
age and landing services, in
the next financial year.

The Union had asked for a
one per cert increase to cover
the Buysiness Turnover Tax,

- and a 25 % devaluation allow-

ance,

He has also instructed his
officials to see that the Union
is paid iis cutstanding dues as
early as possible. The Union
pointed oul that it was forced

to run on bank overdrafis, '

paying interest needlessiy, as
the Department was tardy in
its payments. ;

A NEAR MISS

_ The Jaffna District Coopera-
tive Harbour Services Union
which recently celebrated its
5th anpiversary (it was found-
ed on 25-5-63) just missed dis-
charging its 50th ship to coin-
cide with the anniversary, by a
couple of days.

Up to now the Union has
altogether discharged 49 ships:
the total tonnage it has un-
loaded is 380, 472 tons, The
breakdown is as follows:
1963—3 ships (25,447 tons),
1964—9 ships (07, 101 tons),
1965—12 ships (95,096 tons),
1966—8 ships (70,690 tons),
1967—9 ships (72,132 tons),
1968 (up to May)—8 ships
(50,006 tons). OF these 49
ships one was a gypsum ship
and the rest were food ships
carrying flour and rijce, 28
ships called at KK3 harbour
and 21 at Jaffna. The KKS
season is between April and
September. The Jaffna season
lasts from October (usually it’s
December) to March, The total
cost of unloading and - trans-
port is in the region of Rs. 6
million.

Twentyseven times, the Un-

Inaugurating Jaffna’s Civic
Week, Mr. M. Tiruchelvam,
Minister for Local Govern-
ment, announced that very
soon the ratepayers of Jaffna
would get an opportunity of

electing their representatives
once again. r

Mr. Vernon Abeysekera,
Govt. Agent, Jaffna, said that
people should keep their homes
and the streets clean not only
during Civic Week but every
day,

Mr. K. Nesiah stressed the
need for a town plan for
Jaffna : this was imperative as
a basis for the rational devel-
opment of the city. Pinpoint-
ing the case of Sankili Thopu

Civic Week

ion unloaded over 1000 tons.
of cargo a day. The highess

so far is 1/25 tons (on 27-1-68)

working a day and night shifs,

In 1967, the Union earned 15

days despatch money for the

Government, amounting to

nearly Rs:40,000/-. Demurrage

was payable only for 2 days,

owing to bad weather. Upto-
May this year, the Union had

earned 16 days despatch money

for the Government, totting
up to over Rs. 40,000/-.

For the five-year period, the:
number of working days adds
up only to 720 or justa little
over one-third of the possible
working days. The Union
which has a total membership
of 1200 has besn actually
working only at half strength,.
as it’s unable to provide work
for all?

The Union has appealed on
several occasions to the Go-
vernment to divert more ships.
to the Northern ports. This
would kill two birds with one-
stone: Northern port labour
would have more employment
and the Government would
save lakhs in despatch monpey.

Poutiehad

—the former palace” grounds
of the kings of Jaffna-—which
is being desecrated by garages
and workshops springing up:
there, he said that the area
should be handed over to the

Archaeological Dept. or vested
in the Municipality: if any
new buildings were to be put
up there, they should only be: -
cultural edifices, like a Muse-

um building. He urged thas

the Cld Park be converted
into a Peaple’s Park : if neces-

sary the Supreme Court could

be moved to alter the terms of
the trust deed of Government

Agent Dyke.

Mr, S. Murugavel, ACLG
and Special Commissioner
Jaffna Municipality, presided.

will commence cn 1-7-19¢8,

(2)

Arithmetic,

\/.. \\

Jaffna.

111/9, Beach Road,
Jaffpa, iS-y"-‘&-.

JAFFNA COOPERATIVE
TRAINING SCHOOL

Cooperative Employees Certificate,
Junior and Ordinary

The next C.E.C. Junior and-Ordinary Level Courses

(1) C.E.C. Junior Course,
(a) Period of Traiping :—2% months.

(b) Eligibility :—Employees in Cooperative Societies
who have passed the J.5.C., Examination.

(Applications from employees who have nbt reached
the J.8.C. standard will also be considersd).

C.E.C. Ordinary Course.
(a) Period of Training : —4 months.

(b). Eligibility :—Employees in Cooperative Societies
who have passed the 8.5.C. or G.C.E (O/L) (Six
subjecis) or C.E.C, Junior Level,

OR

Those who have passed the Si8.C, or G.C.E. (O/L) with
four Credit Passes ‘including Arithmatic or Commercial

Application Fora:s may-be obtained from :—

The Principal,
Cooperative Training School,
111/9, Beach Road,

Requests for applicution forms to be sent by post
should beaccompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Closing Date of Applications :—15-6-1968,
Cooperative Training School,

K. Paramothayan,
Principal.

Printed by Micholas James at Bt. Joseph's Catholic Yress, Main
Street; Jaffna and published by the Northera Division Co-operative:
Federation Ltd., Main Street, faifna, 1-6-1968
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