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COMMENTARY

THE CHALLENGE TO THE
M.P.C.Sf. UNIONS

The Asian Regional Seminar of the ICA held in

Nuwara Eliya (1966) stressed the value of a powerful’

.consumer cooperative movement in developing coun-

tries.

Here in Ceylon, the consumer movement has

reached a stage at which it must consolidate itself

and get forward or lose its momentum.

For, how

long can consumers’ cooperation subsist not on its
.own organisational strength, but on a system of state
patronage, state subsidies and the distribution of

scarce commodities ?

At the national level, it is time that the Ceylon
Cooperative Consumers’ Union came into its own,
to give balance and purpose to the structure of the
country’s consumer movement. At the regional level,
the urgent need is an apex organisation to effect a
powerful link up of at least the sixteen M.P.C.S.
Unions. It may be that the registration of a District
Union will take some time, but nothing should pre-
vent a de factio apex organisation functioning from

njowl

Certainly no narrowness of outlook on the

part of any M.P.C,S, Union, no hidden vested inter-
ests of groups within any union, should be allowed to

stand in the way of this development.

Cooperators

would do well to realize that sometimes a little tem-
porary advantage may have to be yielded in the in-
‘terests of the long term gain to the total cause.
Short of unified action, how can individual unions
_ stand up to all theforces ranged against them ? How
else can the leadership of the movement discharge
the trust reposed in them by six lakhs of consumers

in the District ?

What we are urging for the present is that they
should pool their intangible assets as well as near-

pool, their tangible ones.

They should jointly be in

a position to negotjate with government, C.W.E,,
importers and manufacturers from a position of
strength. The physical assets they possess between
them in the shape of lorry fleets, godown facilities,

distribution centres as well as capital
should be utilized to maximum advantage.

resources
Will

they join together to buy up the opportunity at their

door-step ?

The new wholesale union should not stop at shop-
keeping, but courageously step into the field of pro-
.duction, providing the answer to the question of the
right place of consumer interests in the economic
structure. To quote J. A. Hough 6f the British Co-

operative Union:

“The consumers’ cooperative or-

ganisation is superior to all other forms of organisa-
tion for the manufacture and distribution of consum-
er goods and for the provision of consumer services'.

We envisage the projected wholesale organisation
venturing further afield in due time. The accounta-
bility of the cooperative to the consumer should in-
.clude consumer research and education, and the pro-
tection of the consumer against the wiles of adver-
tising and packaging and deception in quality and

measure,

The pages of the Cooperator are always

available to the cooperative movement to issue in-
formative bulletins to the general body of coopera-

“tors.

"A unified District-wide service, with prospects of
promotion and transfers in graded posts for emplo-
yees, will be yet another advantage secured in con-
solidating the consumer movement in the area.

The proposed wholesale, far from weakening the
constituent unions and the retail societies, should

< strengthen the consumer movement all along the

.+ line.

It may indeed make the cooperatives institu-

tions of the people in terms that make meaning to

\them .

————
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SUPER WHOLESALE UNION FOR THE NORTH?

It is not in the best interests of the Wholesale Unions in particular and the
Consumer Movement in general for Unions in the North to individually go to
Colombo with their lorries and hunt for their requirements of articles in the

CWE and other local traders.

It is the prime duty of the Movement with the

assistance of the Government to run a Super Wholesale Union in the North to
enable the MPCS Unions in the area to obtain articles at the same prices at

which Unions are able to purchase from the CWE in Colombo.

As a first

step towards the achievement of this goal we request you to use your good
offices to see that the Jaffna C2UE Depot is handed over to the 16 MPCS
Unions in the Jafina District, states a memorandum submitted by the MPCS
Unions in the Jaffna District to Mr. W. Pathirana, CCD, when he paid his first
official visit to Jaffna recently.

Here’s the full text of the memorandum :

Difficulties Experienced in the
Purchase of Articles at the
C.W.E, Colombo and Jaffna

M.,P.C.S. Unions of the
Jaffna District wish to place
for your earnest consideration
and early redress the various
difficulties experienced by the
Unions in obtaining their sup-
plies at the C,W.E.

1. The Unions are not in-
formed of the arrival and the
availability of goods at the
C.W.E. Head Quarters. Asa

- result, the Unions are invari=

ably not in a position to obtain
their due quotas. Furthermore
certain goods that are avail-
able in Colombo are not avail-
able in Jaffna or only inade-
quale quantities are sent to
the Jaffna C.W.E. depot. Con-
sequently the Unions attached
to the Jaffna depot fail to pur-
chase these articles for months
together,

As per particulars supplied by
the various Unions regarding
the Purchase for the period
1.1-68—30-4-68

(a) Articles when available in
Colombo could not be pur-
chased at the Jaffna depot.

(1) Green-Gram
(2) Bombay Onions
(3) Fennel Seed
(4) Sarkarai

(5) Milk Foods

(b) Goods not available in the
C.W.E. Colombo and Jaffna

(1) Oocrid whole and split
and Dhal
(2) Bengal-Gram
(3) Sago
(4) Torch light Batteries
(5) Radio Batteries
(6) Marmite
(7) Slate
While most of these articles
were available in the private
sector.

2, Textiles

Regarding the system of
distribution of textiles at the
Lanka Salu Sala, it is reported
that in the matter of choice of
textiles, the private traders are
at an advantage over the
Unions for reasons best known
to all. In view of this the
consensus of opinion demands
the reservation of a separate
distribution centre exclusively
for Cooperative institutions
where all varieties of textiles
are made available for Coop-
eratives. We wish to point
out this system was prevalent

L3

when the C.W.E. handled the
distribution of Textiles for the
whole Island.

3. In addition to the above

.difficulties very often Unions

that purchase their goods at
the C.W.E. Colombo are con-
fronted with the following
handicaps.

(i) Correspondence and Bills
written only in Sinhala
cause hardships.

(ii) Representatives from the
North experience much
inconvenience in the tran-
saction of business at the
Issue Stores as the Officers
in-this _ section do not
understand Tamil,

(iii) Price Boards and Notices
are displayed only in Sin-
hala, as'such the Purchas-
ing: Officers are not in a
position to understand
their contents.

4- The Marginal profits al-
lowed to Unions for goods
purchased at the Jaffna Depot
are inadequate. As a result
the Unions are often obliged
to distribute goods to the
member societies incurring
losses.

5. We come to understand
that arrangements are being
made for the distribution of
Sugar to the M.P.C.S. Unions
through the D.F.C, Jaffna, as
in the case of Rice and Flour.
We are of opinion that this
procedure if implemented will
deprive the M.P.C.S. Unions
of the marginal profit derived
from the trade, which serve to
cover up the losses sustained
by the Unions in the distri-
bution of Ration goods and
essential commodities. :

To alleviate the hardships
and disadvaptages to which
the M.P.C.S. Unions are sub-
jected to at present, we would
suggest that steps be taken to
enable these Wholesale Unions
to procure both from the
C.W.E., the private trade and
all local producers and manu-
facturers, the requirements of
consumers on a prorata popu-
lation basis. The only source
through which Cooperative
Unions are fed is the C.W.E.,
while the private importer re-
fuses to look after the needs
of the Cooperative Unions
and feeds the private trader

‘only. What is more distres-

sing is, that a large number of
private traders obtain their

requirements from the private

importer as well as the C.W.E

It is not in the best interests
of the” Wholesale Unions in
particular, and the consumer
movement in general for Uni-
ons in the North to individu-
ally go to Colombo with their
lorries and hunt for their re-
quirements of articles in the
C.W.E, and other local traders.
1t is the prime duty of the
movement with the assistance
of the Government to run a
Super Wholesale Union in the
North, to enable the M.P.C.S.
Unions in the area to obtain
articles at the same prices at
which Unions are able to pur-
chase from the C.W.E. in
Colombo. As a first step to-
wards the achievement of this
goal we request you to use
your good offices to see that
the Jaffna C.W.E. .depot is
handed over to the sixteen
M.P.C.S. Unions in the Jaffna
District. We are confident
that if we are permitted to im-
plement this Scheme we will
be in a position to distribute
all available articles to the
Unions at a lesser cost than
what is now being charged by
the Jaffna C.W.E,

Yours in Cooperative Service,
M.P.C.S. Unions in the Jafina
District.

8th June 1968 -

Coop- Donations

Cooperative institutions in
the North have already donat-
ed over Rs. 2,000/~ to the
Mirusuvil Youth Scheme for
Girls—the first of its kind in
Ceylon.

The donors are : Jaffna Co-
operative Provincial Bank Ltd.
(Rs. 1,000/-), Jaffna District
Coop. Harbour Services Uni-»
on (Rs. 500/+), Vali West MP
CS' Union (Rs, 250/-), Then-
maradchy East MPCS Union
(Rs. 250/-) and Puloly MPCS
Union (Rs. 250/-).

The money will be used to
buy sewing machines for the
Sewing Centre that has been
set up at the Scheme. More
donations are expected to
flow in from cooperative insti-
tutions. The donations are
channelled through the North-
ern Division Cooperative
Federation.
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A BROWSER'S DIARY

Scholar, No Pedant

My acquaintance with Pro-
fessor Kanapathipillai, though
spread over a quarter of a cen-
tury,had not beenclose till both
of us became members of the
Advisory Council of the Offi-
cial Languages Department.
Our main responsibility was
to revise Tamil glossaries pre-
‘pared by departmental offici-
. als. Our task was by no
means a sinecure. We had
to satisfy ourselves that the
Tamil phrase or word present-
ed precisely the content of the
English original, was intelli”
gible to the average citizen
and did not give offence to
purists and pundits. These
objectives are easier to for-
mulate than to carry out. The
scope of governmental com-
mitment and involvement has
increased probably a thous-
and-fold since the days of the
Chera, Chola, Pandya royal-
ties, Therefore lexicons while
indispensable, were not en-
ough for our needs. Then
‘there was the conflict between
popalar intelligibility and the
demands of scholastic tradi-
tion. The anti-Brahmin and
anti-Sanskrit movement of
South India has had its effect
on Ceylon also. There are
Tamil writers and speakers
who shun words of Sanskrit
extraction like the plague, The

Tamil word for market in

current use is Chanthai (&5
es). But it is a Sanskrit
derivative and at Vaddukod-
dai someone to whom such
borrowings are anathema has
put up a nameboard with the
word Angadi (sym&mig) ins-
tead of Chanthai. To me at
least this seems an extreme
case of Tamil purism. But
on the other hand, can a
language go on borrowing

from every other language in- °

discriminately, without for-
feiting all claims to individua-
lity? Does a word become a
Tamil word by being written
in the Tamil script aloné¢?
Where is the line to be drawn?
Who is to draw the line?
When one deals with a dead
language, this problem does
not arise, for the grammar is
just as ‘dead’ as the language.
For a living and growing
language, grammar itself must
and does change. Then there
are regional peculiarities of
idiom, vocabulary and arti-
culation.

Our labours in the Adyvisory
Council involved considera-
tion of all these and some
more factors. The members
themselves were of various
schools of thought. To some
grammar was a divine revela-
tion, immutable and endowed
with eternal validity. To
others it was merely a descrip-
tion of what was at a given
time accepted practice in
speech and writing, Fortn-
nately we divided ourselves
into groups, each dealing with

separate lists of words,
Kanapathipillai and I be-
longed to the same group
along with some two or three
others. This University Pro-
fessor who had obtained his
Ph.D. in philology was no
pedant and not in the least
conscious of any claim to
eminence by reason of his
learning or position., A friend-
ly man, homely in his ways,
neither demanding nor ex-
pecting homage, learned in
Tamil literature and Dravidian
linguistics, he had a special
interest in, and affection for
the folk idiom of Jaffna. His
prose writings, his verse,
his plays, even his learn-
ed compositions are lard-
ed with words and phrases
picked up from the everyday
speech of Jaffna. My favour-
ite among his verse composi-
tions is Kaathaliaatupadai
(el o mmitiien_) osten-
sibly addressed to a love-lorn
maiden and telling her how
she may reach the hero of her
heart. In reality it is a reci-
tal of Jaffna’s way of jife and
rural practices as they were
about half a century ago.
Aatupadai is a stylised
verse form where the author
who has rteceived generous
gifts from a patron directs an-
other seeker of similar patron-
age to the original giver of
bounty. The occasion is used
to sing the patron’s praises.
In Kanapathipillai's poem,
Point Pedro, the author’s
home town and the scholars
who were its chief glory
at the time, Neervely—then
as now noted for its plantain
groves, Nallur and its Muru-
gan shrine, and many another
landscape are lovingly describ-
ed. Children’s games and bul-
lock cart racing are portrayed
in realistic detail. The fol-
lowing lines describing the
routine of poor women who
gather firewood in the jungle
and carry it to market for sale
illustrate his gift “of using
everyday speech to achieve
poetic ends:
e if) e o 9piflen
Guied ;
sr® Cosrmp Capy Qe
ar9uips il p@ Caerip
Qs058
Qalyw s 05 58w
Ga p 1
v eflenw s srawy &
&IT GUIT GiT
QLA sl Fensulerid
@ Ligwr g
s e ulew i
GMEGS SL_1g.6w T
85 50 Caur ewaius i
AmFnES Henl_ulew i
& penwoudl iy Q& thewio
QeI f5H o pedemir. .. ...
In picking Tamil equivalents
for English words, too, he was
eager to recognise words or
expressions which had gained
popular currency., While he
would often demur at efforts
to use -Sanskritic derivatives,
he would eagerly welcome folk
renderings of English words.

The Follow-Up Seminar on
ICA Fellowship Programme

The Follow-Up Seminar on
the ICA Fellowship Programme
was held in Penang (Malaysia)
from 2/5th March to 3rd April
1968 in collaboration with the
Cooperative Union of Malay-
sia and the Penang Coopera.
tive Union. There were 13
participants from 8 countries,
namely, Ceylon, India, Iran,
Japan, Nepal, Pakistan, Re-
public of Korea and Thailand.

The Seminar was inaugurat-
ed by W. A. B. Tan Sri Wong
Pow Nee, Hon’ble Chief Min-
ister of Pepang, Mr. N. A.
Kularajah, Chairman of the
Cooperative Malaysia and the
Member of the ICA Advisory
Council presided over the func-
tion. Mr. Dharm Vir, Deputy
Director, ICA Education Cen-
tre was the Course Leader of
the Seminar.

The ICA under its Fellow-
ship Programme invited 3 sel-
ected cooperators at a time
from South-East Asian coun-
tries to participate in the pro-
gramme, They are provided
with facilities to conduct stu-
dies in a selected field of coop-
eration. 16 Fellows have par-
ticipated in this programme
since inception in 1962, Qut
of them 7 were Government
servants, 8 were employees of
cooperative organisations and
one was a/non-official coopera-
tor. The subject for study
under each programme was
decided in advance in consul-
tation with the ICA Advisory
Council. So far the following
subjects have been covered :

1. Cooperative = Member
Education ;

é‘. Agricultural Supervision
Credit ;

3. Agricultural Production
and Cooperation ;

4. Cooperative Marketing
(including international coop-
erative trade);

5. Cooperative Housing.

The main purpose of orga-
nising the above Seminar in
Penang was :

i. to evaluate the overall
functioning of the Fellowship
Programme and assess its effec-
tiveness in the field ;

ii. to discuss ways and means
of improving the programme
and its Fellowship ;

iii. to allow exchange of
ideas and experience among
the former ICA Fellows.

It was revealed in the dis-
cussion at the Seminar that
out of the 16 Fellows trained
under the programme, 14 re-
mained in cooperative service.
As the Fellows on Member
Education programme came
from the organisations engaged
in education work, they seem
to have been benefited most

from the programme. The pro- .

gramme for them was given
practical bias and they were
asked to prepare some pilot

_projects in the field of member
" education,

The projects have
been submitied to the spon-

Fellows have been pursuing
the implementation of their
projects through these organi-
sations and with the help of
the ICA Regional Office and
Education Centre.

The question of method of
assessing the effectiveness of
the Fellowship Programme and
question of selection of the
Fellows was discussed in de-
tail. The need for the ICA to
maintain regular contacts with
the former Fellows, their seni-
or officers and sponsoring or-
ganisations was stressed.

The participants at the Se-
minar were of the opinion that
the Education Centre should
broaden the purpose of the
Fellowship programme and
provide necessary gunidance and
facilities for the implementa-
tion of the assignments pre-
pared by the Fellows and re-
commended by the sponsaring
organisations .It was pointed
out at the Seminar that the
objectives of the Fellowship
programme include not only
following of the implementa-
tion of the projects worked out
by the Fellows, but also the
development of the persona-
lity of Fellows so that they
can play a more effective role
in cooperative development.

To have a periodic evalua-
tion of the former ICA Fellows
in their own countries the
visiting ICA officers should
take every opportunity to meet
them and discuss their work.

Keys Handed Over

On June 4in a short cere-
mony at Katunayake Airport,
the keys for the new Katuna-
yake Airport Terminus Build-
ing were handed over from
Canada, represented by her
High CommissionerinCeylon,
Mr. John Timmerman, to Cey-
lon represented by the Minis-
ter of Communications, the
Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle, M P.

The " Katunayake Airport
Project is the largest single
item to date in the Canadian
Aid Programme. At comple-
tion, costs will total over $8.-
000,000-00 (Rs. 43,400,0€0-00
approximately). This amount
represents costsfor both phases
of the airport project. The
construction of the 11,050 foot
runway which is capable of
handling even the largest jet
airplanes was completed and

Insurance Scheme--
An Absolute
Necessity

It was absoclutely essential
to formulate an Insurance
Scheme for workers. Without
such a scheme, the Union was
unable to help workers who
met with accidents while on
duty.

So said Mr, J. F. Sigmarin-
gam, President Jaffna District
Coop. Harbour Services Uni-
on, in the course of his pre-
sidential address at the Uni-
on’s Annual General Meeting.

Mr. Sigmaringam went on
to say that the Union had
made a profit of nearly Rs.
22,000/-.. Outlining plans for
modernising the techniques of
handling cargo, he said they
proposed to buy a mechanised
boat fitted with a searchlight
for patrolling purposes, an
instrument to measure the
velocity of the wind, a teles-
cope and a transmitter set.
He appealed to the Govern-
ment to divert more ships to
the Northern ports.

Mr. K. S. Ponnuthurai SAC
(NR), said that the Coop.
Dept. would back to the hilt
the Union’s appeal for more
ships to be sent to the North.
He pointed out that the suc-
cess of the Union and its
affiliated societies was due to
frequent seminars and train-
ing classes being held. He
suggested that more seminars:
be held where representatives
of Government departments
too could be invited for dis-
cussions. He stressed the need
for an Insurance Scheme, a
Savings Scheme and a Wages
Equalisation Fund to help-
workers in times of emerp-
ency.

Mr. V. Canagasabai ACCD
Jaffna East, said they should
not rest on their laurels but
forge ahead. He suggested
that they put up their own
building.

Mr. P. Cumaraswamy AC
CD Jaffna West suggested that
the Pannai lagoon be deep-
ened,

officially handed over to Cey-
lon on September 30, 1965. Of
the total amount, over 80%
has been in the form of grants
or gifts, the remaining one and
one half million dollars has
been loaned to Ceylon to be
paid back in the years to come:
as she gains the advantage of
the airport facilities.

— Press Release

soring organisations and the

JAFFNA MP.C.S. UNION LTD.
Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
.. Authorised distributors for 4
CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries, |
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT
Address :
74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.
A Retail Shop at :
15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.

He seemed to have a special
animosity to the Grantha let-
ters which had found their
way into Tamil. In the trans-
literation of English words he
would invariably pick up those
forms which had gained cur-
rency among those who had
no knowledge of English. He
would choose aw& instead of
auen (Bus) and @)e5Sm g s
rather than @eéeQusLi
(Inspector) and &iusSMA
instead of gyewrsSM (Hos-
pital).

Mr. R. Rajaratoam, President NDCF, delivering the ingu-
gural address at the Refresher Course for Managers and Admin-
istrative Sec.etaries held at the Jaffoa Cooperative Training
School recently. The others in the picture are (left—right) =
Mr. R. B. Rajaguru, Principal, School of Cooperation, Polgolla,
Mr. R. C, S. Cooke, Vice-President NDCF, and Mr. K. Para--
mothayan, Principal, Jaffoa Cooperstive Training School.

SO HI Pl
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{ Continued from our last issue)

In the USSR this system has
worked out very much as
planned, but in other coun-
tries of Eastern Europe it has
been substantially modified.
In Poland and Yugoslavia the
system of collective farming
never really developed-and has
now been virtually dropped.
In Hungary it is still far from
satisfactory. As a result, there

are probably as many small .

farms as there ever were, and
all of them havethe same need

- for cooperative help with sup-

ply, marketing and other ser-
vices. This has been met prin-
cipally by expanding the village
consumers’ societies, and still
more their different uniqns,
into multipurpose societies,
providing both consumer and
agricultural goods, marketing
agricultural produce and pro-
viding agricultural services.
Alongside these multipurpose
societies there has, however,
been a revival of the specializ-

--&d cooperative, especially those

engaged in processing milk,
fruit and other produce, but
also including specialized cre-
dit societies which, after a
period of eclipse, are once
more in active operation in
several EasternEuropean coun=
tries.

All this shows that there is
no clear trend either toward
or away from the multipurpose
society, nor is the establish-
ment necessarily the result
either of ideology or of econo-
mic necessity. Many factors
are at work, and the multi-
purpose society may itself be
very different in character in

-different countries. Accepting
By

sons in which all departments
of a multipurpose cooperative
would be making full demands
on transport, floor space, staff
and working capital.

It is often said that mem-
bers prefer to do all their busi-
ness in one place, especially if
they bave to come in from
outlying farms and do not
want to waste time. This diffi-
culty, and to some extent the
problem of economizing capi-
tal, could, however, be met by
grouping all cooperative pre-
mises together, even if the so-
cieties remain separate.

It is also said that it is diffi-
cult to find sufficient candi-
dates for election to more than
one committee, or board of
directors. This, of course,
depends partly on the willing-
ness of people to sit on more
than one committee, the meet-
ings of which can often be ar-
ranged to follow one another
on the same day.

The thought, not always put
openly into words, that one
society and one omnly in each
village, will introduce a meas-
ure of economic discipline,
and prove a convenient chan-
nel for the transmission of the
government’s agricultural poli-
cy, whether it be higher pro-
duction or changes in land
ownership, is no doubt present
in many minds. But this is
not really a cooperative argu-
ment ; it is a political argu-
ment to formulate a policy.

Disadvantages of Multipurpose
Cooperatives

The principal disadvantages
of the muliipurpose society
should also be stated. Some

n C S.
Retd. S.4.C.

COOKE

that this is the position, it
may still be worthwhile to
draw up a list of the principal
advantages and disadvantages
of this form of cooperation,
and see what arguments they
provide for trying to speed up
or hold back this kind of dey-
elopment,

Advantages of Multipurpose
Cooperatives

The argument most usually
advanced in favour of the
multipurpose society is that it
produces a great volume of
business and consequently the
trading margin is large enough
40 allow for the employment
-of a competent manager. This

-arrangement can, in fact, be

somewhat enlarged, Not only
should the volume of trade be
greater, but it may well be
spread over a long period each
-year, so that there isno season
.comes round, This makes for
a better attitude and more
readiness to work on the part
of the staff, and keeps the co-
operative as an active institus
‘tion more continuously before
the eyes of its members.

It may be urged that the
‘multipurpose society can use
more economically
than the single-purpose orga-
nization. Vehicles and build-
ings may, for instance, be used
for different purposes at differ-

.ent times of the year, or the

lorry which takes members’
produce to the railway station
may bring back stock-in-trade
for the cooperative store.
There are, however, a number
-of practical limitations on this
idea, In particular, there are
-only too likely to be peak sea-

of the mdeal with the same con-
siderations as the favourable
argument, but looked at from
a different point of view. For
example, it i8 undoubtedly
true that a cooperative with a
large, continuous business can
afford to pay fora better man-
ager than can a small one with
a seasonal business. But a
large complex, multipurpose
business will need a very much
better manager than a small,
simple one. Managerial tal-
ent and managerial training is
scarce in all countries, espe-
cially in those which are only
now in course of development.
Able managers cannot be
found in remote country pla-
ces. They are available in
large towns where changes of
promotion are greater.

In a multipurpose gociety it
frequently happens that one
activity is successful and makes
a substantial profit; another
is safe, but works on a very
narrow margin ; while yet an-
other loses money. In these
circumstances it is tempting
for manager or committee, or
both, to cover the lossesin
one department with profits
from another. If this goes on
too long, the whole society
may easily be brought to the
point of collapse. Even if this
is avoided, it may be very hard
on, say, the producers of grain,
who live at a distance, to get
no bonus on their business
because all the profits on it
are used to cover the losses on
consumers’ gstore  which is
mainly used by people living
in the village. The realization
that this is going on weakens
members® loyalty. It can be

even more devastating if mem-
bers’ deposits are used in ill-
Judged capital investments,

Safeguards

There are, of course, safe-
guards against such failures of
judgment, which all well-run
multipurpose cooperatives ad-
opt of their own accord. One
is to exclude all banking busi-
ness from multipurpose socie-
ties and to retain the village
thrift and loan bank as an ab-
solutely separate institution.
Another is to see that all acti-
vities carried on are of equal
interest to all members. An
activity which only interests a
few—a chick hatchery in a
district where very few people
keep poultry for commercial
purposes—should be run as a
separate undertaking by those
who really hope to benefit.
Most important of all, how=
ever, is to see that the accounts
of all departments are kept
absolutely separate, so that it
is perfectly clear, not only to
the manager, but also to the
committee, and through them,
to the ordinary members, whe-
ther or not each department
is paying its way. If it con-
tinues to lose two or three
years in succession, it must be
either completely reorganised
or ruthlessly wound up,

There is no question that
this kind of separate accoun-
tancy is essential if the multi=
purpose society is not to be-
come a multi-muddle. But it
is not easy to apply. It in-
volves, in fact, a good deal of
the special discipline of cost
accountancy in which the or-
dinary bookkeeper has not
been trained, Itis not diffi-
cult, of course, to set off the
price paid for members’ pro-
duce against the price received
when it is sold, It is much
more difficult to assessthe cost
of taking it to the railway in a
lorry belongiog to the society,
which is also used to carry
salt and packing material for
the creamery, and fertilizers
for the members. How much,
not only of the petrol used,
but of the driver’s time, the
mechanic’s time spent on over-
hauls, the cost of licences and
insurance, should be borne by
the marketing account? This
sort of problem occurs again
and again, becomes most diffi-
cult when it comes to alloca-
tion of the salaries of the clerks,
the messengers, the general
manager himself, the use of the
central office or the insurance
on the warehouse. It can be
done, but it is much more
skilled and costly work than
the bookkeeping of a single-
purpose society.

A warning should perhaps
also be given about the multi-
purpose society which is given
monopoly rights to conduct
all the trade of a village. Such
a cooperative inevitably car-
ries on business for non-mem-
bers as well as members, and
many of those it serves have
little interest in the coopera=
tive idea, Thisis not only a
departure from cooperative
principles, but it gravely weak-
ens the working efficiency of
the society.

Conclusions

The purpose of this article
is not to reach a conclusion as
to whether the multipurpose is
better or worse than the sin-
gle-purpose cooperative but to
find out which one is suitable
for a village in a developing
country. In studying coop-
eration one should never think

Autonomy in India and
Ceylon from
Roman Times

Sir,—In view of the interest
created in the country on the
subject of District Councils,
I think the following observa-
tions made by the historian
Nilakanta Sastri in his work
on the “Colas” will be read
with interest. This also gives
gome indication of the stand-
ard and methods of govern-
ment prevailing  in  olden
times,

“The encomiums bestowed
on ancient village republics of
India by the observant British
administrators of the early
19th century, though we may
not accept them as literally
true, are clear proof that, un-
til then, the village continued
to be the real centre of social

in terms of ideal structures ex-
isting in a vacuum or against
some conventional back-
ground. In fact, the coopera-
tives-of every country, some-
times of every region in a
country, are subtly different.

They have been modified by -

the climate and geography of
the country, the kind of people
who form the membership,
their [degree of general and
technical education, their so-
cial traditions, even their reli-
gion ; whether they live in vil-
lages or scattered, and how
leadership develops among
them, what crops they grow
and where they sell them ; the
level of commercial, industrial
and financial organization in
the country, and similar other
factors. All that it is possible
to say is that, in certain con-

_ditions, certain kinds of coop-

eratives have worked success-
fully and have shown the
power to grow and develop
new enterprises and new forms,
which is the mark of any vital
and creative organization.

It is logical to argue that
such forms will flourish equal-
ly in other countries with sim-
ilar problems and conditions.
But it is very rare to find con-
ditions which are absolutely
identical, and it may be that
some seemingly unimportant
variant in natural conditions
or social attitudes will mean
that a new cooperative form
has to be devised. Certain
principles—freedom, equality,
self-government, the elimina-
tion of the profit motive, the
emphagis on education—have
shown themselves basic to the
cooperative form of economy,
and there should be no tamp-
ering with any of them. But
the detailed forms and struc-
tures in which they are embo-
died must vary from country
to country. The cooperative
system has shown itself amaz-
ingly flexible. Those with a
problem to solve can usually
find a model somewhere from
which they can at least begin
to copy. It will not be long
before they find themselves
improvising, inventing, and in
the end, if they have the right
kind of practical imagination,
producing something which is
recognizably nothing but co-
operative, and yet is closely
adapted to the conditions of a
particular country and a parti-
cular way of life. The impor-
tant thing is to recognize that
cooperation has this power to
create new forms, and that if
it has not the freedom to fol-
low its natural course, most of
its value will be lost.

- Single-purpose or Multipurpose Coops? Letter te the Elditer

life and the principal nursery
of social virtues. And from
the hundreds of Cola inscrip-
tions that have come down to
us, we see that under the Colas
the villages of Southern India
were full of vigour and
strength.. ... ...

The beginnings of the sys-
tem of village government that
we see in full swing under the
Colas must be sought in an
earlier age. The Pandya and
Pallava inscriptions of the 8th
and 9th centuries, show a sys-
tem, very similar, but not
quite so developed in opera-
tion throughout the Tamil
country.

Government by means of
primary asemblies comprising
the adult males of each village

was the central feature of rural '

organisation ... . They were
subject to general supervision,
in particular a periodical audit
of their financial transactions,
Dy the officials of the King’s
government, Otherwise, they
were left to themselves where
important business was trans-
acted by these assemblies, such
as a change in their constitu-
tional procedure or an altera-
tion of land rights affecting
the revenues of government,
their meetings were attended
by officers of the King’s Gov-
ernment .., That the yil-
lages were little republics
which had a large measure of
autonomy in the management
of their own affairs is seen
from the powers of taxation
for local purposes and of
granting exemptions from such
taxes and dues enjoyed by
their assemblies and from the
separate  staff, comprising

doubtless only a few officials -

employed and controlied by
them, Of their power of taxa-
tion for local purposes, an
idea may be formed from the
instances in which agsemblies
grant remissions and assign-
ments of dues without any
reference to the King’s Goy-
ernment and in the exercise
of their own power........ bet-
ween an able bureaucracy and
the active local assemblies
which in various ways fostered
a live sense of citizenship,
there was attained a high
standard of administrative
efficiency and purity, perhaps
the highest ever attained by
the Hindu state.........

A remarkable parallel on
the position of townships in
the Cola empire is furpished
by that of the cities of Gaul
in the Roman Empire as can
be seen from the description
of the latter by Fustel de
Coulamgos, “Each city pos-
sessed its public property com-
prising buildings, land, capital
fund, contributions. It could
receive donations and requests.
It directly administered all this
property. 1t regulated land
rights and lent out its money
on interest. It got contribu-
tions for itself such as octrois,
market dues, tolls on bridges
and roads .. ..... the imperial
government had no agent al-
Wways present in the city . ...
It possessed its directing Sen-
ate, its corps of magistrates,
its jurisdiction, its police, its
treasury, its goods movable
and immovable, its public
fund, its schools, its clergy,
and its high priests. None
of all these came to it from
outside. Magistrates, profes-
sors, priests, everyone was
found within.”

The reference to the parallel
in the institutions between

(Continued on page 6)
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TAMIL DRAM

Art in all its forms has dev-
eloped in each country accord-
ing to the genius of the people
of that country. In some coun-
tries where people were war-
like art too grew up in that
strain. In some other coun-
tries art has grown up giving
expression to the beauty of the
female or depicting love. But
in our land—I mean not only
Ceylon but also South India—
the people are religious-mind-
ed. All our arts (Literature,
Poetry, Music, Dancing, Dra-
ma, Sculpture, Painting efc.)
were based on religious sub-
jects and offered up as de-
votion to the Deities. Accord=
ingly our Dramas (Koothus)
too were based on religious
subjects. Through Drama peo=
ple were imparted with-a know-
ledge of religious subjects
which would otherwise be not
possible for common persons
to understand and assimilate.
Later select episodes from the
epics as well as history dealing
with the lives of noble and
ideal individuals were drama-
tised and performed in public.
The performances made a
great impact on the common
people, They easily grasped
the noble morals portrayed in
the plays and in turn led noble
and orderly lives themselves—
atleast tried to do so, This
was the purpose in performing
Drama. In time Drama grew
up as an Ary and provided en-
tertainment to people as well.
Such entertainments were pure
and free from unholy antics as
we usually see in local plays
today.

The arena for Vilasams is
circular often raised about two
feet high., The Annavy, Musi-
cians etc. stand in the middle
of the circle. The actorsdance
round the arena, some times
all together while the specta=
tors sit all round the stage.

Natural Powers Lost

The lighting in these perfor-
mances is provided by burning
half cocoanuts filled with cloth
and cocoanut oil placed on
plantain stumps erected at in-
tervals round the stage. Some
times a person may be carry-
ing a Kai Theevaddy (hand tor-
ches as we (see in temples) in
front of the principal dancer.
Electric lighting or gas lamps
were not even heard of in
those days. Even Kerosene
lamps were very rare. In such
meagre lighting thousands of
people were able to see the
movements of the actors, The
mike and the loud speakers
were not even known in those
days and people were able to
hear the songs and dialogues
very well. Due to our modern
living using strong lights in
our homes, we have lost much
of the natural powers of see-
ing and hearing. It should
not be presumed that these
performances were done at
random as I have already said
Nadagams and Vilasams were
based on strict but different
techniques. The Annavy (Di-
rector) would be a person with
many years of experience in
the technique he follows. He
would algo himself |be a profi-
cient dancer and singer, as in

by KALAIARASU K.

CHORNALINGAM

Dance Dramas

Although Ilankovan’s Sila-
pathikaram gives us all aspects
in detail regarding dramatic
performances yet our know-
ledge goes back to a century
or two. For many years Dra-
ma was performed as Naatu
Koothus (Dance Dramas) in
Ceylon and India. There are
several types of Naatu Koothus
in Ceylon each with its own
technique. The most popular
among them are**Nadagams” &
“Vilasams®*’. There were ““Ari-
chandra Nadagams” and “*Ari=
chandra Vilasams’, “Pootha-
thamby Nadagams” and ‘‘Poo-
thathamby Vilasam” etc. My
opinion is that the Nadagam
type is indigenous to our
country and the Vilasam type
was brought down from the
north that is Andra Pradesam.
In Batticaloa what they call
Vadamody (Northern mode)
is akin to the Vilasam of Jafina,
Besides Vilasams are mostly
based on episodes relating to -
battles from Mahabaratham
etc. The sober-minded Tamils
would not have developed the
Dramatic Art in that strain,
These two types of Drama
were based on different tech-
niques. Their songs, dances,
costumes and even the arenas
were different.

The Nadagam arena is a
square one. Lhe Annavy, the
Musicians and the side singers
gat behind on one side leaving
the other three sides open for
the audience, The songs were
in pure Carnatic airs and the
dancing in Bharatha Natiya
style—only a bit crude. The
costumes are so designed to
suit this typs of dancing. In
Nadagams the ezctors dance
individually.

those days one without suffici-
ent knowledge and experience
in stage craft would not dare
to call himself a Director (An-
pavy). The Annavy’s word is
the last sayin everything in the
production. The initial train-
ing of the actors is done in
camera, that is a space entirely
enclosed by cadjans. When
the play has gained a fair
ghape the rehearsals are con-
ducted in the open and the
people in the neighbourhood
are allowed to witness them,
Then the partly dressed (@eaueir
2 () day would come ab-
out a week before the final
day. The performance day
would be a great day for that
village and the villages sur-
rounding it. There were no
caste disturbances in those
days, All the castes were like
component parts of one family
and voluntarily helped the per-
formances, each caste people
doing the jobs pertaining to
that caste, Very often the
actors get themselves made up
and dressed in their own homes
and come to the arena in pro-
cession headed by musie, crac-
kers and fireworks. Some
would even come on horse-
back. One thing to be noted
is that these performancesstar-
ted at 7 p.m. and went on un-
interrupted till 7 a.m, the next
day. Sometimes the actors go
round from house to house
dancing till late in the evening
of the next day, all the time
with their make up and dres-
ses, iThe then actors were
sturdy and had an abundance
of energy. Above all they were
anxious to give of their best.
Just as we have now to learn
our arts from our mother coun-
try (South India) the Koothoos

were also learned through the
Indian troupes that came to
Jaffna year after year during
S5.W. monsoon time and per-
formed at various centres. 1
would like to mention herein
that there were no passports
necessary in those days and
the travelling fare between In-
dia and Jaffna was only 25 cts.
With such facilities the coming
of actors, dancers, musicians,
acrobats, jugglers etc., was
very common. One could only
imagine what pleasant lives we
led in those days with the en-
tertainments provided by the
above artistes. We never had
occasion to feel that we were
a second class or third class or
unwanted people in the very
country of eur ancestors. The
charge by the Indian troupes
for a performance was Rs. 5/-

and a goat for their meals.
But a prominent actor would,
in the middle of a perform-
ance, under some pretext go
into the audience and collect
money. Some people would
take off their shawls and pre~
sent them to the actor. One
such opportunity to collect
money would be when Hari-
chandra refuses to cremate the
body of Devadasan unless the
quarter anna and the half a
yard of cloth is given,

Immense Benefit

The impact of the Indian
actors on their local counter-
parts had been of immense be-
nefit to the latter. They learn-
ed new ideas year by year and
in time became very proficient
in this art. There bave been
many villages in Jaffna noted

Book Reviews

HAMDS OFF THE
UNIVERSITIES !

MINERVA, A Review of
Science Learning and Policy
Vol, VI, No. 2, Winter, 1968.

(liford House, Ozxford Street,
London W.I. Reduced subs.
for Asia; 16s,)

Student unrest which has
currently hit even the older
universities of Europe is but a
symptom that all is not well
with the university world, if
not with society itself, But
then, much of the health of a
society depends on the health
of its intellectual community.
not only in the ability of that
community to maintain learn-
ing at the highest possible
pitch, butits will to keep the
halls of learning out of the
hands of designing outsiders.
May be there is no harm in
individual university men be-
ing identified with particular
political ideologies or religi-
ous faiths, but it would be a
betrayal of their great calling
if they used the university as
a forum to enslave men’s
minds. In fact, it is their es:
pecial obligation to raise it
into an instrument for dialec-
tic over ideas.

Minerva, published under
the general sponsorship of the
International Association for
Cultural Freedom, is pre-emin-
ent among journals that seek
to contribute to the health of
the world intellectual commu-
nity. The learned quarterly
is striving ““to contribute to
the protection of the creative
powers of science, scholarship
and higher education by des-
cribing and defining the con-
ditions of their vitality, and
by analysing the conditicns
under which they must find
their way in contemporary so-
ciety’”.

The current number carries
the foundation day oration at
Birkbeck College by Eric Ash-
by, Vice-Chancellor of Cam-
bridge, in which he critically
examines a broadcast by David
Thomson published in the
Listener entitled : “Hands off
the Universities "> The hands

which Thomson has in mind .

are dirty and they leave clear
fingerprints ; they belong to
the Department of Education
and Science and to the Uni-
versity Grants Committee,
Ashby shows that the prime
initiative for proposals put to

parliament lies in the U.G.C,,
not in the D,E.S., and the de-
cisions made by the U.G.C.
are decisions made by acade-
mics. He concedes that there
must be government influence
on overall social policy (such
as the proportion of the
age group to receive higher
education). Apart from this,
the “best safeguard for the
future would be a consolida-
tion of hands on the universi-
ties, provided they are predo-
minantly the handsofdons®.
There is no security in the
fragmented autonomy of 44
independent universities in Bri-
tain ; what is needed is a col-
lective autonomy of interde-
pendent corporations with a
common front.

There is a study of the situ-

ation of the Universities in ,

Greece and a comprehensive
account of the Universities in
Turkey. Research workers of
King’s College, Cambridge,
break new ground by present-
ing educational statistics re-
ferring to school ages through
a coordinated demographic
accounting system. The num-
ber also carries an article on
the medium of Higher Educa-
tion in India by P. B, Gajen-
dragadkar, Vice-Chancellor of
Bombay and former Chief
Justice of India, which should
be of value to us in Ceylon.

As in previous issues, there
is a well-documented record,
country by country, of the pro-
blems resulting from the intru-
sion of politics into the world
of science and learning. The
Chronicle in the present num-
ber includes the language agi-
tation in Indian universities,
the political skirmishes at the
Free University of West Ber-
lin, and the Vietnamese War
on the American Campus!

K. NESIAH,

Sir Fred Clarke, Master
Teacher, 1880 —1952,
By F. W. Miichell. 1967

Professor Mitchell has writ-
ten an illuminating, and inter-
esting biography of the late
8ir Fred Clarke a great teacher
of the first half of the 20th
century, Sir Fred, is a house-
hold word for students of
African, and Asian nations,
who have spent even a few
months at the University of
London, Institute of Educa-
tion.

for these Naaru Koothoos. The
famous ones in my memory
are Nelliady, Inuvil, Manipay.
Anaikoddai, Vaddukoddai,
Alaveddy etc. In each of these
villages there have ‘been fam-
ous Annavies and actors. As
a small boy I have seen por-
tions of several plays by differ-
ent troupes who occasionally
came home and performed be-
fore my father, principally
during Theebavaly, Thaipon~
gal and New Year. I can even
now remember snatches of
some songs sung by them.
They were not of the drone
type as sung in Batticaloa
plays, but were composed in
real Carnatic Airs and sung
with proper emotions and ex-
pressions.

The first Dramatic perform-

(Continued on page 7)

Clarke, the challenging so-

cial philosoper, was a “Master”
Teacher’ powerful and magnet=-

ic. He was extremly influen-

tial in bringing to thefore of
education, both comparative
studies in education and edu--

cational sociology,

He was one of the first, who"

enunciated the theories of the

cultural determination of per--
sonality to & social moulding .

theory of education. He show-

ed scant appreciation of indi--

vidual psychology.

W. E, Hocking, for whom,.

‘Education must communicate
the type and provide for

growth beyond the type,” ad--

vocates the
human nature.

re-making of
Sir Fred, for

whom Hocking was a great:
educationist, interprets Hock--

ings’ idea, as personality de-
velopment in terms of cultural
determinants.
pounds this theory of social
moulding, in his, ‘Freedom in
the Educative Society’.

For students of education,.
this book gives a summary of

the main areas of Clarke’s ex-
perimental work and a lucid
introduction to his ideas.

He formed, evolved a form
of popular education which
has social and educational
significance. His post-war con-
cern for Aduls education, and
his association with Abert
Inansbridge, the great British
Adult educator, is too well
known; Mitchell does not
mention this fact. In a way,
Clarke’s educational thought,
will not be well served, as the
adult education programme,
with everything attendant on
it, was part of Clarke’s
thought, As Chairman of the
Central Council for Education
in 1947, he greatly influenced
the chapter titled the ‘Young
Worker’ in the report School
and Life. This is one of the
most contemporary chapters in
the report.

In writing a Foreword to
‘The Educational thought and
Influence of Matthew Arnold,’
Sir Fred would say that, ‘the
educational story of England
needs to be brought into closer
relation with the accelerating
pace of social and economic
change which became so
marked after the turn of the
century ...it needs to be told
in the light of an analysis of
that ferment of conflicting

(Continued on page 7)

Sir Fred ex--
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. Jaffna’s Ground Water Problems: What Next?

-

-

After neatly three long years
of painstaking labours through
my series of articles on the
above subject matter, I think
I can now look back with
some satisfaction that not all
my labours have been in vain.
In the first place I think I
have been successful in con-
vincing all concerned” that
there are absolutely no
grounds whatsoever to enter-
tain the false alarm already
raised, that our Peninsula
would soon turn into a desert
tract within the next two de-
cades. There were also some
grave fears expressed by some
of our own men that the
Peninsula’s annually recurring
ground water balance was
hardly sufficient for the year’s
needs of the populace ete.
Even here, following the facts
and figures quoted by me in
my two earlier memos, all the
pessimistic fears held by the
J.P.H.S.C. now seems to have
been almost dispelled to every-
body’s satisfaction. From
some of the invaluable data
so far gathered by the technic-
al team of the J.P.H.S.C., it
is now quite evident that
nature has already blessed our
peninsula, inspite of its loca-
tion climatically in the dry
zone regions of Ceylon, with
a fairly large and voluminous
underground storage of fresh
waters, which no other zonal
region can even dream of,
Does this necessarily mean
that we can now remain com-
placent about the whole matter
and continue using our pre-
cious ground waters with gay
abandon? Oh no, far from

the yearsroll by. In fact the
question has now been posed
before the J.P.H.S8.C. as to
whether an uninterrupted sup-
ply of fresh waters would be
available throughout the year
‘at Atchuvely, for the proposed
Industrial Estate on the Ekala
model to be established there
shortly. Personally I have not
the slightest doubts that not
only there are enough ground
waters for this proposed Indus-
trial Estate at Atchuvely, but
at the same time this need not
rouse any undue pessimistic
fears whatsoever that the huge
water supplies consumed by
all the industries springing up
at this site would create any
alarming shortages in our un-
derground aquifer strata in the
near future, I say near future,
because from the data already
gathered by the technical team
of the J.P.H.8.C. itself, it is
established that during the
long drawn out dry months of
the vear intervening two con-
secutive rain-bearing N.E
Monsoons in our FPeninsula,
the average dropinour ground
water table arising from the
annual out-take of the waters
for all the domestic and agri-
cultural purposes etc. is about
3 ft. Under the existing cir-
cumstances this 3 feet drop is
more than made up by the
annual recharge of the sinking
rainwaters underground. Now
then with all the contemplated
industrial concerns in full
working order at Atchuvely, it
would be a safe estimate to
say that there could never be
more than an additional drop
in the water table if only about

by C. P, VAIRAMUTTU

‘doing so it must be emphasised

that as far as possible our
available ground water re-
sources must be used with
care and only for our good
purposes too. In the complete
absence of any surface resour-
ces of fresh waters in our
Peninsula the onmly source of
recharge for the underground
storage is the annual North
East Monsoon rains and hence
this caution. In fact instead
of a decade or two, if only the
Israeli hydrogeologist had
proclaimed that in about a
century or two there remained
the possibility of the J/Penin-
sula turning into a desert tract,
then I might certainly have
had to agree with him on that
point. Now to be fair by the
said expert,/ it can frankly be
said that it must in fact be
some of our own self-styled
experts who seem to have
tutored him into the erroneous
belief, following the two un-
precedentedly severe drought
years of 1963—%4, that our
Peninsula would seen be bereft
of its underground aquifer
strata ere long, and hence
those unfortunate pronounce-
ments of the said Israeli Ex-
pert at that time.

Indostrialisation and Gronnd
Water Resources

New then looking ahead
into our Peninsula’s distant
future, with its highly increas-
ing population growth, the
gradually expanding acreage
under cultivation and added
to which also must be taken
into account some industrial
establishments of all sorts
springing up here and there,
the demand on our ground
waters would naturally turn
out to be more and more as

1/8 of a foot at the most and
this surely is a very negligible
amount. So itis hoped that
the J.P.H.S8.C. would not hesi-
tate to show the green light
for the Ministry of Industries
to go ahead with the establish-
ment of the proposed Indus-
trial Estate, either at Atchuve-
ly or even anywhere else it
may be convenient to do so.
Now then taking a long term
point of view, with more and
more of such large scale indus-
trial as well as agricultural
pursuits taking shape in our
peninsula in the years tocome,
a stage may surely be reached
when the annual draw off of
our ground waters may turn
out to be more that the annual
recharge underground by the
monsoon rains. But however
before any such alarming even-
tual.ty can take place—and
that too not in any near but
only in the distant future—
there lies the most welcome
news announced lately by the
Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power of the plans already
approved by the Government
to divert the Mahaveli Ganga
to the northern dry zone belts.
Under this diversion project
also comes the linking of the
Mahaveli to the Kanagarayan
Aru; with this link effected the
Eastern half of the present
Elephant Pass lagoon would
automatically be transformed
in the course of time into a
major fresh water lake. From
this fresh water lake is to be
constructed a canal linking it
to the southern far end of the
Thondamanaru, from which in
turn another short canal link
is to be effected connecting the

Upparu too. These two link=-
ing canals would therefore
transform in thecourse of time

the salty Thondamanaru and
Upparu lagoons also into two
smaller fresh water lakes.
Hence with the ‘coming into
existence of these two surface
resources of fresh waters in
our peninsula, there is bound
to be no more fears whatso-
ever for our future generations,
as the quantity as well as qua-
lity of the fresh water resour-
ces will certainly be more than
enough and to spare. Even
in the event of the annual

- monsoon rains proving to be

below the average for a couple
of years at a stretch, there
would be a much less tendency
on the part of the ground wa-
ter table to sink lower and
lower automatically, because
the waters of the two said sur-
face lakes used for irrigation
purposes would to some extent
get recharged underground
and thus help to maintain the
fresh water—salt water balance
almost undisturbed, It is fer-
vently hoped therefore that
with all the help promised by
the World Bank implementa-
tion of the Mahave!i diversion
project would be completed
within the next two decades
at least. So with such a rosy
picture of the Mahaveli diver-

sion project dangling before
our vision, there is scope for
the establishment of not only
additional Industrial Esiates,
but at the same time the days
also will not be far off for the
highly industrious Jaffna peas-
ants to transform more and
more of the existing arid was-
telands in our Peninsula too
into verdant oases.

Damming the Tunnel

Now then taking it for gran-
ted for the purpose of our ar-
gument that the contemplated
Mahaveli diversion project,
due to some unforeseen difficul-
ties or circumstances had fal-
len through or even postponed
indefinitely, let us now find
out if there are any other al-
ternative way or ways of either
improving or safeguarding our
underground aquifer strata
for the welfare of our future
generations. Personally 1 think
there is at least one method by
which it could possibly beach-
ieved and it is this way. To
begin with it is already ack-
nowledged that our ground
water resources, broadly speak-
ing are of two grades viz. the
fresh and saline waters, At
the same time it is also esti-

mated ‘that comparatively
speaking the total volume of
the available fresh waters is
only about a third of the whole
volume of our underground
water storage, In other words
a major share of our ground
waters are saline. Whatever
may be the way or ways, it is
however agreed by one and all
that the principal factor con-
tributory towards this state of
affairs is the intrusion/infiltra-
tion of the surrounding sea
waters inland into the subsoils
down below. Whether this
intrusion takes place from all
around or is confined to one
or a few more inlets only still
remains unresolved. In my
earlier memo I have given
some valid grounds to discouns
the theory of sea water intru-
sions infe our inland territo-
ries from all around. On the
other hand there can be no
doubts whatsoever now to dis-
believe the existence of an un-
derground tunnel linking the
Puttur tidal well to the sca
bed beyond. According toa
rough estimate this tunnel
could be said to be abour 3
miles in length, because this is
the distance as the crow flieg
( Continued on page 6)

THE VARAKUDI SYSTEM

An important feature of the
Jaffna social set-up of the
past, which almost goes un-
noticed, was the Varakudi
system. A Varakudi is one
who depends on a farmer
known as Kamakaran for his
livelihood, having signed his
services for the Kamakaran
for a few years. Unlike the
Kudimakkal “who are certain
classes of so called domestic
servants (belonging to various
low-castes) who were obliged
by ancient customs to render
services to the higher castes,
the Vellalies”, the Varakudis
do not belong to any particular
caste. They are essentially
agricultural labourers, may
belong to the same caste as
his master but too poor to
stand on his own. As such he
signs a contract—an agricul-
tural contract—with a kamaka-
ran who was engaged in paddy
cultivation or some other dry
grain cultivation on an exten-
sive scale, promising to do all
services connected with the
particular cultivation for an
year or two or even three.

ried forward to debit the side
of the Varakudi’s account in
the following year. Since the
Varakudi are mostly illiterate,
the accounts are kept by the
Kamakaran themselves, who
will do whatever possible to
keep a hold on the Varakudi
for along time. The disputes
arising between the Kamakar-
an and the Varakudi in the
last century filled many a page
of the Administrative Reporis
of the Government Agents
and Court Reports.

Delaying Tactics

Another device adopted suc-
cessfully by the Kamakaran

* was by delaying the threshing

of the entire crop for months,
threshing only a small quantity
to meet the immediate purpos-
es, This was also done partly
to hoodwink the tax collectors.
“By keeping the crop un-
threshed the share of the Vara-
kudi is detained with it and as
long as the share thus remains
undecided the Varakudi could
not quit from his master’s
service or engage himself to

by K. ARUMAINAYAGAM
D ept. of History, University of Ceylon

Having agreed to work in
the kamakaran’s field, the
Varakudi is promised a
share in the final harvest,
having deducted for seed grain
and tithes etc., and if it is dry
grain (varaku or kurakkan)
the share of the Kamakaran
will be two-thirds after deduct-
ing for seed and tithes. Once
the contract is signed on the
dotted line prepared by the
Kamakaran (for the Varakudi
were mostly illiterate) an ad-
vance was given in the form of
grain, cloth and little money,
and this he continued to get
regularly every month, the
amount varying from month
to month, This is actually in
the nature of a monthly ad-
vance which the Varakudi was
expected to settle out of his
share in the crop at threshing
time. And if the crop be a
failure, the advances are car-

any other employer or make
any engagement with another
employer,”’

If the Varakudi wishes to
leave his Kamakaran he can
do so only in July or August,
and that too only after settling
hkis debts, If he changes his
master, he can get his new
master to settle his ac-
count. An important but an
evil feature is that because of
the prevailing custom, a son
was responsible for his father’s
debts. Successive generations
have to be Varakudi until they
settled their family loans. A
Kamakaran had the right to
sue such sons in the event of
their failure to settle the debts
incurred by their fathers.

The work of the Varakudi
differed from place to place—
fields depending on tank water,
rain water etc. The Varakudi
could leave his master’s service

only when the latter falls into
poverty or sickness and is up-
able to support him during
the period of his contract,
That too could be done only
after hc informs a proper
authority. Otherwise this cone
tract had the force of law and
a Kamakaran could sue the
Varakudi in a court of law for
nct fulfilling the contractual
obligations. This is mutual,
but the Varakudi is too poor
to sue his master.

Stepped Into Masters’ Shoes

There are instances when
Varakudis have stepped into
the shoes of their masters—
when he was ill or fell into
poverty—by marrying into his
family and thus saving the
family. When a Varakudi
falls sick during the period of
the contract, the Kamakaran
was bound to provide him
with all medical care. Exceps
for the fact that a Varakudi
could not engage in chena
cultivation or paddy cultiva~
tion while serving his master,
there was no other restriction
on his life, parallel to slaveg
or tenants of feudal Europe—
restricting their movements,
marriages etc,

A similar Varakudi system
prevailed among the fishing
communities, where a Vara-
kudi was expected to live in’
the sheds provided by the
Kamakaran (Head fisherman
also known as Kamakaran).
The system of Varakudi was
helpful for paddy cultivation
in far off places in the jungles
where there was a shortage of
labour, In Jaffna the entire
family may be mobilised to
work for particular times for
their relatives, but in places
like the Vanni where the sani-
tary conditions were unsatise
factory, only the poor would
have been willing to work
there. Therefore in those areas
the farmer had to live at the
mercy of the Varakudi, A
semblance of this system is
practised even now in some
nooks and corners of the
Tamil districts, but of couise
on a minor scale.



6

THE COOPERATO”

JUNE 15; 1968

JAEENA'S GROUND WATER PROBLEMS

(Continued from page 5)
from this well to the northern
sea coast. Hence I am sure
no hydrogeologist would now
reject the theory of infiltration
through osmosis of the encios-
ed sea water under high pres-
sure inside the long tunnel,
into the limestone subsoils
lying all around. In fact where-
as the theory of infiltration of
the surrounding sea waters in-
land from all around is more
or less hypothetical, the fact
of the influx of the sea waters
inland through the said under-
ground tunnel cannot now be
denied. So as long as the vil-
lain of the piece contributing
towards the progressive sali-
nity of our Peninsula’s underly-
ing waters is now acknowledg-
ed to be this tunnel link, why
not then take early steps to
have this tunnel dammed at a
convenient gite and block all
further entries of the sea wat-
ers underground? In fact in
as much as the surface dam
since laid across the Thonda-
manaru some years back al-
ready prevents all further in-
lets of the adjoining sea waters
into the said Thondamanaru,
the underground damming of
the tunnel also would certainly
cut off all further entries and
subsequent salination of our
ground waters, Can any of
my readers now deny the vali-
dity of this proposition? I
hope not. Now again know-
ing that one end of this tunnel
lies at the lower depths of the
Puttur tidal well, if only the
exact location of the other end
of the tunnel lying somewhere
on the continental shelf slop-
ing down off our northern
coasts could also be located,
then the most probable under-
ground course of the tunnel

sed and mapped out. Follow

ing this swirl of the sea waters
would be for a couple of heli-
copters with observers to fly
low over the sea and parallel
to the coast line. Perhaps the
Marine Engineers may have
up their sleeves a far quicker
as well as a much easier meth-
od of locating this submarine
-tunnel mouth. By which ever
method it may be, once this
tunnel mouth is traced and
blocked air tight then the chain
of benefits occurring therefrom
to our aquifer strata would be
many indeed, Firstly the one
major source of subterranean
influx of the sea waters inland
could be halted. Secondly, this
halting would goalong way to
reduce gradually the intensity
in salinity of our lower lying
ground waters as the years roll
along. Thirdly the inevitable
excillation of the fresh water
salt water interface under-
ground would also be checked
and finally this check in the
excillation would not only
help to improve the quality
but also the quantity of our
peninsula’s aquifer strata.

The Only Way

When it is said thas the
damming of the tunnel would
not only help to improve the
quality but also the quantity
of our ground water resources,
some of my critics may laugh
or even pooh pooh this sug-
gestion as nothing short of
only wishful thinking. Ah
well, to such of these critics
let me now prove my point by
bringing to light some of the
appropriate data already avail-
able. In this connection it
must be said that with a view
to alienate land to the propos-
ed citrus cultivation project in

.- the dry north western miocene

some tube wells were bored

too could intelligently be gues:%élimestone layers of Ceylon,

ing this, a couple of drill bor-
ings at the coastal end of the
tunnel will kelp to locate the
exact spot where the damming
is to be undertaken. It would
certainly be a far better propo-
sition to dam the tunnel south
lying at the continental slope
itself. But to locate this tun-
nel south will not be so easy
as it sounds. One suitable me-
thod to help locate this would
be first to work the pumps at
the Puttur tidal well at full
steam. When all the fresh and
then the brackish waters get
pumped ous, will begin to flow
an upending stream of intense-
ly saline waters, due to the in-
flux inland of the sea waters
through the tunnel. This eon-
tinuous inflow of the sea wat-
-ers through the tunnel would
paturally result ina vicious
swirl of the sea waters on the
surface of the sea just above
the tunnel mouth being creat-
ed. This swirl is bound to be
large or small, depending on
the dimensions of the tunnel
mouth as well as its ldepth be-
fow the sea level. Presuming
the tunnel hole linking the
Puttur tidal well to beat a
depth of about 80 feet below
the ground level, it is very
likely that the other end of the
tunnel too must be somewhere
on the continental slope with-
in a depth of above 100 feet
from the sea level. Of course
to spot this swirl of the sea
waters during the pumping
operations will not be at all
easy in view ofthe vast expanse
of the seas. One way of over-
coming this problem would be
to engage the services of some
observers in boats moving
here and there not much far
away from the coast. A surer

and much quicker way of spot

& there lately by the Irrigation
* Dept. under the guidance of a
couple of Israeli hydrologists,
In one such instance off Put-
talam it is found that water
bubbling from limestone re-
gerves so far down as even 220
feet below the ground level, is
now turning the parched and
dry grounds in the neighbour-
hood into a green and pleasant
land. This means the fresh
water-salt water interface in
the north western limestone
belis lies much below the 220
feet depth. Turning over the
identical miocene limestone
soil belts in the -J/Peninsula,
the deepest layer of the fresh
water-salt water interface is
found to lie at a bare 80 feet
depth. (For the purpose of
my arguments I am taking the
fresh water-salt water interface
to lie at depths containing 500

p.p.m. of Chloride contents)
Now why should there occur
such a wide disparity in the
depihs of the interface in the
two neighbouring regions of
Ceylon’s North west and the
J/Peninsula, which both are
said to possess identical mio-
cene limestone soils? Or in
other words, how is it that the
sea waters of our Peninsula are
found to have penetrated uu-
derground toa large extent,
whilst the sea waters of the
North Western coast exhibit a
great reluctance to doso 7 The
only plausible answer by way
of explaining this anomaly is
that whereas the influx of the
sea waters through the said
underground tunnel in the
J/Peninsula must have pene-
trated all around through os-
motic pressure, there seems to
be no such subterranean tun-
nels in the north western lime-
stone belts. If this is now ac-
cepted to be the case, then
judging from the state of the
aquifer strata in the north
western limestone belts, there
is every reason to believe that
if the linking tunnel at the Put-
tur tidal well had lain high or
lower than its present depth,
then surely the fresh water-
salt water interface too would
have had to lie higher or lower
as the case may be, To putit
in another form, our Peninsu-
la’s fresh water stores under-
ground would have been less
or more voluminous, depend-
ing on the tunnel links loca-
tion from its existing depth.
So if we are keen to increase
the capacity of our underlying
fresh water sirata, itis cer-
tainly beyond all human efforis
to have the linking tunnel low-
ered down. But however, as
1 have explained in the earlier
paragraph, the only plausible
way of increasing the capacity
of our Peninsula’s fresh water
resources underground is to
dam the tunnel link airtight at
a convenient spot and prevent
all further influx of the sea
waters inland. So if the mem-
bers of the J.P.H.S.C. also
think likewise, why not urge
the Government to take speedy
steps to have the course of the
said underground tunnel traced
and have it dammed at a suit-
able site? It may sometimes
be argued that with the intend-
ed implementation of the Ma-
haveli diversion project the
necessity to have the tunnel
link dammed may become su-
perfluous. In fact as a layman
1 strongly feel that it would be
all the better for the J/Penin-
sula, if along with the said di=
version project, the work on
the damming of the tunnel too
is undertaken,

T e R Ty S e P T e L St )

Nearly Half Recovered

Nearly fifty per cent of the
loans given to cultivators in
the Jaffna South ACCD’s
Division, under the New Agri-
cultural Credit Scheme, has
been recovered. The bulk of
the money went for paddy
cultivation.

The figures, up to 31-5-68
are as follows:

Loan Granted—

Rs. 2,824,575-70
Loan Recovered—

Rs. 1,255,295-67,
Balance— Rs..1,569,280-03

Commenting on these figures
Mr. T. Kandaswamy ACCD
Jaffna South, said he was con-
fident that the recoveries would
be almost one hundred per

cent. He pointed out that
some societies had made 100
percent recoveries, while
others had recovered over 75
per cent. But unfortunately,
there were some societies
which were lagging far behind,
At a recent Conference he
appealed to society represen-
tatives to see that their mem-
bers paid back their loans, as
otherwise there was the danger
of their losing the benefits of
government assistance.

Statistics show that this
year’s paddy purchase under
the GPS in the Jaffna South
Division, is higher than last
year’s: 374,903 bushels of
paddy have been bought under
the GPS this year.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

(Continued from page 3)
South India and the Cities of
‘Gaul in the Roman Empire is
not in the least surprising,
as thera was more intercourse
between South India and cer-
tainly at least North Ceylon
and Rome early in the Christi-
an and Prechristian era, main-
ly on account of trade, than
ever since, V. A. Smith has
pointed out in an article of
great interest to historians and
scholars on Graeco-Roman
Influence in India in the RAS
Bengal Journal of 1889, *‘I can
gee no reason what ever to
feel sceptical about reality of
diffusion to a limited extent
of Greek books in Greek
among the learned classes of
India during the early cen-
turies of our era ......whyit
should be supposed incredible
that Kalidasa could read plays
of Menander I cannot ima-
gine.”

Mookerji lately of Calcutta
University quotes Foulkes as
saying **The fact i§ now scar-
cely to be doubted that the
rich oriental merchandise of
the days of King Hiram and
King Solomon had its starting
place in the sea ports of Dak-
kan and that with a very high
degree of probability of some
of the most esteemed of the
spices which were carried into
Egypt by the Mediantish
merchants of Genesis XXX
VII, 25, 28 and by the sons of
the Patriarch Jacob (Gen:
XLIIL IT) had been cultivated
in the spice gardens of Dak-
han.”

Mookerji observes further
“The labours of Von Bohlen
confirming those of Lassen
have established the existence
of Maritime Commerce bet-
ween India and Arabia from
the very- earliest period of
humanity.” *“More interest-
ing and reliable information
regarding some of these South
Indian ports is supplied by the
Tamil literature of the times
in which are contained des-
criptions of magnitude and
magnificence =~ which cannot
fail to bring home to our
minds the throbbing interna-
tional life pervading entire
Tamilakam.”

“The Greek names for rice
(Oryza), Ginger (Zingiber),
and Cinnamon (Karpion) have
close correspondence with
their Tamil equivalent VIZ!
arisi, inchiver and karava, res-
pectively and this identity of
Greek with Tamil words clear-
ly indicates that it was the
Greek merchants who con-
veyed these articles and their
names to Europe from the
Tamil land.”” The words
Oryza and Zingiber have been
used by Ptolemy about 100
AD. in his geography of
Ceylon.

Information relevant to the
degree of prosperity and mari-
time activity reached in Ceyl-
on also at the same time as in
the South Indian ports, is pro-
vided by the famous German
geographer and historian
Heeren, based on information
of a highly authentic nature
supplied by Sir Alexander
Johnstone.

The degree of authenticity
and reliability of the informa-
tion supplied by Sir Johns-
tone, who also held the post
of Chief Justice of Ceylon can
be gauged from the following
extracis from a communica-
tion by him to thc R.A.S.
Great Britain in 1827 where
he says “The late Sir Thomas
Maitland ......... that I might

- be enabled to afford his Ma-
jesty’s Ministers such recent
information as they might re-
quire...... . sent me in 1806
on a-circuit completely round
the island with the fullest
powers to collect authentic
and detailed information rela-
tive to the ancient and modern
history of the country, origin
of all the different classes of
inhabitants, their laws, their
castes, their religion, their
language, their agriculture,
their manufactures, and their
COMMEICE ..---... In the course
of the inquiry all the best
informed men of the island

........ zealously cooperated
. er.o....from every part of
their respective districts.”

In his “Historical Works”
Heeren states “upwards of
300 years before ¢ hrist, and
consequently of nine hundred
years before the time of Cos-
mas, the island of Ceylon and
above all the northern part,
together with the channel
which divides it from the
Indian contineny, was the seat
of a very active and opulent
trade.”” He also continues to
state the trade was in the
hands of the Arabians, Persi-
ans and Malabars. I will fin-
ally quote from an article by
Kennedy in the jqurnal of
R.A.S. Great Britain, 1898,
where he says ““Every unknown
article which we fiad imported
by sea into Babylon before
500 BC brought with it a
Dravidian, not a Sanskrit,
designation.””  This
convincing proof of the Tamil
origin of the articles from
India and Ceylon in Biblical
times, when South India and
at least North Ceylon, formed
the heart of the commercial
world for about 25 centuries.
That this should be so is no= .
thing unusual when it is ap-
preciated that even the greater
part of North India was also
Dravidian before the Aryans
invaded India, according to
Masson-Oursel, Nehru, Chat-
terji (lately of Calcutta Uni-
versity), Mendis (lately of
Ceylon University) and Bur-
rows (presently of Oxford Uni-
versity), This also explains
the presence of the trilingual
(Tamil, Chinese, Arabic) ins-
criptions at a port in South of
Ceylon as recently as about
the 14tH century AD. This
can still be seen at the Colom-
bo Museum.

That a people who had a
trade with the known world
for about 25 centuries should "
have had an enlightened form
of government with a large
measure of autonomy even a$
village level can be -easily
understood.

In a communication to R.A.
S.G.B., 1860, pertaining to an
embassy to Rome from Ceyl-
on about 50 A.D. and the
people who probably occupied
North Ceylon at that time,
0Ode Boanvoir Biaulx says that
even at this day they are dis-
tinguishable by qualities which
we are accustomed to look
upon as the characteristics of
a free people or at least of
people living under kgown
laws.”” They are industrious,
persevering, intelligent, order=
ly, provident and have a keen
sense of the rights and advant-
ages of property..... .. .there
you everywhere meet with
something that tells of Muni-
cipal care or individual exer-
tion, but with nothing that is
the work of an imperial will
aided by imperial sources.”

J. R. SINNATAMBY

is also »
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TAMIL DRAMA IN CEYLON

(Continued from page 4)
ance in Ceylon, that is on the
stage with scenery etc. is said
to have been produced by one
Sunthera Rao of Madras, 1
was told that he was a govern-
ment officer well versed in Ta-
mil and English and also was
a singer, Members of his
troupe also were equally edu-
cated men, This was before I
was born but 1 had heard
praiseworthy comments about
their performances from my
elders. But Tamil Drama was,
however, popularised by T.
Narayanasamipillai and his
Sennai Hindu Venotha Sabha
of Madras. In my mid-teens
when I had been in Colombo,
I saw one of this Sabha’s per-
formances. Oh whata classy
performance it was! In Jaffna
in 1896 and 1898 two Indian
Dramatic troupes came to
Jaffna and performedin a shed
erected in Sivan Temple East
Veethy. But their performan-
ces were nof commendable. It
was in 1900 and the yearTol-
lowing, the Poothu Vaaddy
family got down famous actors
from India and gave long sea-
sons in a shed erected in their
compound in Vannarponnai.

+ For a npumber of years this
s place was famous for Tamil
Drama, .

Seeing the popularity of these
actors, many people from all
over South India took up to
the stage. Except a handful
of them and a few organised
troupes, the others had no spe-
cific knowledge of the stage.
Their only qualification was
their voice. They paid scant
attention to character acting
nor did they care to puton
the proper make-up and cos-
tumes. They usually sang and
spoke as they pleased to satisfy
the common folk. The “SELF”
was predominant in whatever
they did. (It is painful to
note the predominance  of the
SELF even in the film today).
Sometimes the speeches and
songs of those days bordered
on vulgarity. Respectable peo-
ple rarely patronised their
plays and that too only epic
or Puranic stories. Females
never went to see these plays.

While the state of Tamil
Drama was thus, a young law-
yer well qualified in Tamil,
Enpglish and Sanskrit got the
urge within himself to purify
Tamil Drama and give .it a
new life. -This was in the
nineties of the last century. I
mean the late revered Father
of Tamil Drama Padma Boosh-
an, Rao Bahadur P, Samban-
da Mudaliyar, B.A., B,L. Hay-
ing studied Shakespeare’s
works, he himself composed a
play in Shakespearian style—
not in blank verse but in
prose. The vogne existing in
Tamil plays in those days was
to sing almost incessantly with
only short speeches occasion-
ally. Sambandam instead used
prose, only introducing songs
sparingly to enliven the ex-
pression of necessary emo-
tions. He paid more atten=
tion to accentuation in speech-
-es, expressions and actions,
make-up, stage settings, cos-
tumes etc. His ambition had
been to make his performan-
ces natural and life-like. He
collected some young men
educated like himself and form-
ed a society called the Sagana
Vilasa Sabha. This was the
birth of the Tamil Amateur
stage. He was bent on making
his first attempt a success. He
had regular rehearsals of the
play until he was thoroughly
satisfied it was stage worthy.
The elders who had seen the
performance were highly im-

pressed with it and observing
that Sambandam was a geni-
us gave him full cooperation
and support. Sambandam con-
tinued to write play after play
each surpassing the other. He
was the author of 93 publica-
tions, Their performance gain-
ed fame and distinction in
Madras and South India. In
1911, precisely on June 10th,
they made their first debut in
Colombo. On that day, it
‘may be said, a era was born
in the history of the Tamil
Drama in Ceylon. Not only
the artistic portrayal of the
Dramatic Art but also the or-
der and discipline in the pro-
duction of the play captivated
the hearts of one and all, This
was the first time when ladies
of respectable families had the
opportunity of seeing a Ta-
mil Drama. Some of us young
men were enamoured of their
performances and got a desire
to turn out as actors. On their
second visit in 1913 three of
my friends and I met Mr.
Sambandam and expressed to
him our desire. Seeing our
earnestness he received us
kindly and urged us to forma
society. He also promised to
give us his advice and assist-
ance. From that day Samban-
da Mudaliar was my Guru and
gave me unstinted assistance
till his last days. The Lanka
Subhada Vilasa Sabha was es-
tablished on 7th July 1913,
Although we had the support
of all the prominent Tamils of
the day in Colombo yet as we
had no qualified personto lead
us in Drama, all our efforts
during a whole year to produce
a play resulted in vain, The
Sabha was reorganised and
made a fresh start with the play
“Simhalanathan” an adapta-
tion by my Guru of Shakes-
peare’s Cymbeline. The actors
selected were all talented and
devoted to our cause. As such
they willingly underwent train-
ing for many months adhering
to strict discipline and order.
Many obstacles came in our
way. Surmounting all of them,
we produced our first play on
18th December 1915, exactly
two and a half years after the
establishment of the society,
All the hard times we had un-
dergone were amply rewarded
by the success of the play.

‘People in Colombo realised

that it was possible for us in
Ceylon also to produce plays
just as they do in Madras.
Everybody who was anybody
among the Tamils in Colombo

became members of the Sabha.
The actors did not . lose their
heads over their success but
took serious efforts to learn
more and more of the art.

Their continued efforts bro-
ught us immense results.
The  performances reach-

ed a high standard. Their
performances were admired
not only by Ceylon Tamils but
also by Sinhalese, Burghers,
Indians and even Europeans.
The Sabha’s productions were
recognised as a standard for
perfection. Our elders brought
in prominent men from other
communities and noted visitors
to the Island and showed our
performances with pride, Our
fame had reached South India
as well. Famous Indian ac-
tors and actresses who came
to perform at the Gintupitiya
Theatre, on entering the stage
first sang a specially composed
song welcoming the Sabha.
Such was the reputation the
Lanka Subhoda Vilasa Sabha
had in those days. But what
i our position with Tamil
Drama today? They say that
there are over 200 Nadaga
Mantrams in Ceylon. Do they
produce any play worthy en-
ough to invite a foreigner to
see it and say this is our Dra-
matic Art. No doubt a very
few of the mantrams endeav-
our to produce some good plays
but even they cannot be ap-
preciated by those who do not
understand the language. In
Jaffna the Saraswathy Vilasa

Sabha too was established in .

1913 and for a number of
years produced good plays al-
though they followed a differ-
ent line in the production of
plays from ours. From 1915
Shanmugavaithiar got down
some of the best actors from
India and conducted plays re-
gularly for 15 years at the
Gintupitiya, Colombo. The
period between 1915 and 1934
may be said to be the Golden
era for Tamil Drama in Cey-
lon. It was at this time both
the Amateur and Professional
stage flourished in Ceylon
Then the decline started and
today it has touched the low-
est ebb. Foreigners who see
our plays are led to believe
that Tamils had no Drama.
Ido not like to mention

<here anything about the way
plays are produced by the Man-

trams of today. But unless edu-
cated people and high officials
among us take a serious view
of our Dramatic performances
there is little hope for recovery.
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BOOK REVIEWS

(Continued from page 4)
ideas which presaged the new
era. For such an analysisa
study of Arnold’s life and
work is indispensable, for he

,was himself a powerfulferment-

ing agent’. Arnold’s period is
1822-1889.

We could adapt what Sir
Fred said of Arnold, and say
that the study of Sir Fred’s
life and work is indispensable
for the study of English edu-
cation for he was a powerful
fermenting agent of English
education in the first half of
the 20th century.

Education is a long endur-
ing process of cultural self
evolution, °‘This process ex-
presses itself through the minds
of men who are interested in,
and capable of, looking deeper
into the nature, the needs, and
aspirations of human beings
than are most people.’

The study of the life and
work of educators is the study
of education itself. In this
record the study of Sir Fred is

worthwhile, a discipline of
this type is quite relevant and
urgent to our country, as we
sadly lack in studies of our
educationists.

Sir Clarke’s impact has inde-
libly been felt in the writings
of our educationists too. To
the mind of the reviewer, Mr,
K. Nesiah’s ‘Social studies in
schools’, is an expression of
Fredian culture.

Prof. Mitchell outlines
Clarke’s student and profes-
sional life in some detail and
quotes extensively from his
publications. Material illus-
trations of Clarke’s thought
is given in a series of appen-
dices.

To distil the essence of such
a prolific, brilliant teacher is
not easy. This book illumi-
nates his originality as an edu-
cator. It raises many interest-
ing issues and should stimulate
students of education8] history
to take to such studies more
and more.

P. SANDRASEGARAM.

Appointed Acting Director

Mr. J. M. Rana (39) has
been appointed as the Acting
Director of the ICA Education
Centre: This post fell vacant
by Mr. Alf Carlsson’s leaving
the Centre to Swedish Coop-
erative Centre as its Director.

Mr. Rana holds MLA., from
M. S. University of Baroda,
India. His subject of specia-
lisation was Agricultural Eco-
nomics.

He had been a Lecturer in
Agricultural Research and Co-
operation in the College of
Agriculture, University of Gu-
Jerat, for three years and had
worked as the Head of the
Research Division of the Na-

tional Cooperative Union of

India for a period of 5 years.

. Since 1960, Mr. Rana has
been working with the Inter-
national Cooperative Alliance
Regional Office & Education
Centre. During the last four
years he has held the posts of
Joint Director and Co-Direci-
or in the Education Centre.

Mr. Rana has weorked in
collaboration with Mr. Alf
Carlsson in planning the pro-
grammes for the centre, has
directed several Seminars and
published articles on various
aspects of cooperation.

— Press Release

FIXED DEPOSITS

and 419 respectively.

interest payable will be 43%.

PAWN BROKING

is allowed,

’ \59. MAIN

INVEST your SAVINGS in— |

THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LID,

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 119,
21%; and 337 respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 494

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the rate of 3%. is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily,

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 4% for the month in which there
is a2 minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/- or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

SECURITY DEPOSITS :?

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 3%%. %

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches.
of interest charged is 9% and Repayment by Instalments
, Branches :

Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—Point Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :
STREET, JAFFNA.

The rate

EARN AN EASY
RS, 150/- PER MONTH

~ JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs,
Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

Available in lovely designs and enchanting colours at

~daffna Go-operative Textile

§ ~ docieties Union,
10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA.

Pillow Cases,

C“\- L

25, Front Street,

For Speedy Discharge and
Safe Delivery

Jaffna District
eo-opetaﬁve Harbous Sewice_s-

Union £0.

@ STEVEDORES AGENTS
@ LANDING CONTRACTORS
® FORWARDING AGENTS

JAFFNA,

Telephone No, 590
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‘Rope Youth Into Movement’

Rope Youth into the Co-
operative Movement : this was
the advice given by Mr. R.
Rajaratnam, President NDCF,
when he inaugurated the Vali
North MPCS Union seminar.
He pointed out that unless the
idealism and enthusiasm of
youth were harnessed by the
Cooperative Movement, there
was a danger that, like in
other countries, youth might
take the wrong path. Stress-
ing the value of Cooperative
Education, he said it was
essential for the Movement’s
progress. Most problems arose
due to ignorance of basic co-
operative principles. Refer-
ring to the Royal Commission
that would be appointed soon,
he appealed to cooperators 10
give evidence before it, especi-
ally about eradicating existing
defects.

Pundit K. Nagalingam who
presided said we should be
ready to serve the Movement
with genuine devotion.

Mr. P. Cumaraswamy AC
CD Jafina West, suggested
that seminars be made more
popular, At every village
level, cooperators should be
educated. Non-members too
should be given an opportu-
nity to know the working, the
benefits etc. of coop. societies.
Through frequent seminars,
they could review the past,
and take stock of the present.

A Living Movement
Coopsrationisaliving Move-
men#i therefore its principles
canno$ be rigidly defined for

all time, observed Mr. K. Para-.

mothayan, Principal Coopera-
tive Training School Jaffna.
While the principles of the
Rochdale Pioneers are still
relevant, some modifications
have had to be made: at the
1966 International Conference
of the ICA, the re-definition
of Cooperative Principles sug-
gested by the Committee head=
ed by Prof. D, G. Karve, was
accepted. The essence of co-
operation, he said, is econo-
mic upliftment,

Democratic control was ab-
solutely vital. The Coopera-
tive Movement was one which
fostered liberty and equality.
The Movement has as its aim
the advancement of the inter-
ests of its members in parti-
cular- and of humanity in
general.

Mr. M. Sinnathamby stress-
ed that the Cooperative Move-
ment was an educational one.
He quoted W. P, Watkins’
observation in support: “Co-
operation is an educational
movement employed in eco-
pomic action.” He appealed
to cooperative employees to

. classes.

perform-their duties honestly
and with a sense of responsi-
bility.

Educational Aspect

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai,
Hony, Treasurer NDCF, said
thag the educational aspect
was the most important aspect
of the Movement: that was
why they laid great emphasis
on seminars and training
Though members
joined primarily with the idea
of economic upliftment, they
should not ignore the educa-
tional aspect. Commiitee
members should be fully ac-
quainted with the rules and
regulations so that they could
carry out their tasks well.
They should supervise their
employees carefully. He suz-
gested that every member
check on the finances of his
society and try to make it
more stable.

Mr, R.C.S. Cooke, Vice
President NDCF, suggested
that MPCS Unions buy or get
on lease land for food culu-
vation: they could cultivate
the Jand using the man-power
of the area, especially youths.
This would help increase food
production and also provide
employment. He wished that

‘all Unions set up Develop-

ment Committees which could
formulate development
schemes. It was the duty of
cooperative institutions to try
to improve the economic con-
dition of their members: they
néed not wait for directives
from outsiders. ~ He also sug-
gested the setting up of Recti-
fication Committees.

Mr. S. Ambalavanar, Pre-
sident NDAPC Union, said
that the Government should
only be a guide, philosopher
and friend to the Movement,
not a dictator. We should
demand with one voice that
the Government pave the way
for the de-officialisation of the
Movement. He stressed that
we should explore ways and
means of making the Move-
ment self-sufficient instead of
having to stretch out the beg-
ging bowl to the Government
at every turn, Only then
could the Movement be a
really free, People’s Move-
ment.

At the plenary sessions, it
was suggested that the rate of
interest under the New Agri-
cultural Credit Scheme be
lowered, that cold storage faci-
lities be provided for preserv-
ing fruits and vegetables, and
that each scciety maintain a
register containing data about
the economic activities of the
members.

prakash has

Asian contribution.

with the West, the great need

anybody else.

Jayaprakash in Ceylon

We welcome to our shores this
yan, perhaps the greatest Gandhian after Vinoba.
always regretted that he did not reach the
Gandhian insight into the inseparability of means and ends
while Gandhiji was alive, but it
Mahatma that he said of Jayaprakash, 30 years ago “*“my
differences, great as they are, do not blind me to his indo-
mitable courage and his sacrifice of all that a man holds
dear for the love of his country”. Since then, this one-
t creed has not only become
ker but the development of
the new Sarvodaya Socialism has been hailed as an original
Wrote
Commezntary : Before feeling

time exponent of the Marxis
1 Tndia’s foremost socialist thin

again on terms of equality
of Asia is to direct itself by
t major political leader who
came neither from the westernised intelligentsia nor from
the administrative classes in the princely states,
has more of a self-produced and Indian tinge than that of

its own ideas. J.P.1s the firs

week Jayaprakash Nara-
Jaya-

is to the credit of the

Guy Wint in the Socialist

His thought

ICA Director

Dr. Surendra Kumar Saxena,
who was the Chief Guest at
the NDCF’s Cooperative Con-

. ference last year, has been un-

animously recommended by
the Executive Committee of
the ICA as the Director of the
Alliance.

The International Coopera-
tive Alliance, is one of the old«
est existing international vol-
untary bodies; and is a world-
wide confederation of Coop-
erative Organisations of all
types. Founded by the Inter-
national Cooperative Co ngress
held in London in 1895, it
embraces more than 215,000,-
000 members of cooperative
societies in about 60 countries
with 142 member organisations
directly affiliated to it. Itis
the only organisation entirely
and exclusively dedicated to
the pramotion of Cooperation
in all parts of the world. The
Alliance has its headquarters
in London.

In order to propagate Coop-
eration more extensively and
to-serve and assist its Asian
member - organisations more
efficiently, the Regional Office
for South-East Asia was esta-
blished in 1960 at New Delhi.
Simultaneously, the ICA Edu-
cation Centre was created.

Dr. Saxena is the first Asian
to be appointed for the posi
of Director of the ICA. He
is expected to be in London
office by 1st August 1968.

Dr. Saxena, 43, holds M.A.
(First Division) in Economics
from the University of Agra,
India; and Master of Social
Sciences (cum laude) from the
Institute of Social Studies, the
Hague, Holland. His thesis
for M.A. was on “Economic
Rehabilitation of Refugees’.

He also holds a Doctorate
of Philosophy in Economics
in the field of Industrial Rela-

tions from the Municipal Uni- .

versity, Amsterdam. His thesis
for the Doctorate was later
published under the title “In-
dustrial Conflict; Example of
British Coal Mining’’.

Cultivators in a
Quandary

Paddy cultivators of Mannar
are in a terrible pickle because
the CAS is refusing to take
over paddy because of lack of
storage facilities and gunnies.

Both cultivators and societies

are badly hit by this as, under

the New Agricultural Credit
Scheme, they’ll be charged the
penal rate of interest for not
re-paying their loansin time.
And this for no fault of theirs.
Why, these farmers ask, should
we be penalised for the defects

Fthie Local

Sarveyed by RAJ

A IQuestion Of Propriety

Public servants are not ex-
pected to serve private inter-
ests. But aren’t they doing
just that when, for instance,
they closely associate’ them-
selves (it’s no use trying to
argue that only their private,
not their official, selves are in-
volved : the distinction is too
metaphysical for us ordinary
mortals) with a festival organ-
ised by a newspaper owned by
a monopoly group? A mono-
poly newspaper—though it
may dub itself a national news=
paper—is essentially a_private
business concern : in this case,
the controlling shares being in
the hands of a single family.
So when a public servant lends
his services to something
which is essentially designed to
boost the circulation of a pri-
vately-owned newspaper he's
violating all the canons of
propriety that a public servant
is bound to observe. Of
course the defence will be that
all this was done in a good
cause, the idea being to give
the Jaffna man (and woman) a
jolly good time—after all they
have a dull enongh time as it
is. Well, even accepting this
for the sake of argument, one
can only say that the wrong

- thing has been done for the
right reason. As a matter of
general principle, the Govern-
ment should chalk some guide-
lines which will indicate how
public servants should behave
in future towards essentially
private interesis.

Incidentally, the festival I’m

referring to was marred by
the unfortunate death of a

Scene

cyclist who took partin one
of the cycle races: as far as I
can remember, this is the first
time such a thing happened.
At the inquest, the Coroner
had some adverse comments
to make about the lack of
proper traffic arrangements
and the fact that no medical
personnel accompanied the
cyclists. Let’shopethere won't
be a repetition of this next
time—if there is a next time.

Civic Week

I must say that most if not
all, of the officials connected
in one way or other with the
Jaffna Civic cum Health Week
celebrations, did a good job of
work. They were all enthusis
asm for their job. The bro-
chure too, though brought out
in a bit of a hurry, isa good
piece of work. It’s fairly at-
tractively got up, the articles
are informative and there are
plenty of interesting pictures
which reveal the changing face
of Jaffna.

But I'm sorry to say that,
as far as the citizens are con-
cerned, it’ll take several Civic
Weeks to make a dent on them,
Most of them are back to their
bad old, anti-social, ways.

Moving Out

Jaffna’s cultural circles and .

pressmen, not to mention any
others, will certainly miss Mr.
Vernon Abeysekera, Jaffna’s
debonair, genial Government
Agent who is moving fto
Colombo as the PMG. He
took a special interestin all
cultural activities and was
most tolerant, I must say, of
news-hounds.

i 1]

Services in Eravurpattu,

Eravurpattu M.P.C.S, Union Ltd.,
Chenkaladi

We are ;—Agents of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Ltd.

,» s Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.
,» People’s Bank in Pawn Broking.
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government.

Wholesale and retail dealers in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

Phone 28 Eravur.

Phone ; 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram : “Yarlanion®’.

SALES O

T’phone :—257, Batticaloa
T gram :—“Service”

Eastern Province Agricultural
Cooperative Union Litd.

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu

MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON °*
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS

SERVICE 0
Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken

SPARES

T’phone :—10, Nintavur
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