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COMMENTARY

NATION-MAKING THROUGH
COOPERATION

Why did this country go under the heel of West-
ern nations ? They came to trade but the situation
here tempted them to conquer and colonize. How-
ever, Britain left Ceylon administratively unified, fit
to journey the road to nationhood. But it looks as if
there is now a return journey to the medieval father-
land of caste, creed and race. Pickup a day’s news-
papers: witness the columns written by newspaper-
men and the reports of utterances of politicians and
prelates selected for banner headlines, They speak
not with the strength of their convictions but the
strength of their communities, sometimes with more
strength of being anti-another-community'! Alas,
our nationhood is an international status rather
than a national commitment ; our democracy a form
of government not so much a deep conviction ! !

Even the village community tends to erode
where once social cohesion and conformity made for
peace. Since colonial times much of the initiative
for village affairs has been taken'out of their hands.
In an age of human rights, caste'conflicts have come
to the surface. More than anything else, .it is the
intrusion of party politics that makes the divisions in
town or country approximate conditions of tribal
warfare. And every election finds us more and
more an atomised society.

Yet, as Gandhiji envisaged, it is with the orga-
nic village community that you begin re-building a
civilization. And as Madariaga and Jayaprakash
Narayan have shown, it is by the upward integra-
tion of living communities that you commence de-
mocratic nation-building.

The Cooperative Movement can make a subs-
tantial contribution to making the community more
of a community at the local, regional and national
levels and even contribute towards the evolution of
a world community. Hope springs from the fact
that here and there in our country we find primary
societies that are a confederation of the heads of
almost all households in the area, without any dis-
crimination, casteistic or otherwise. It is in such a
society that the processes of discussion can lead to
mutual understanding and that understanding result
in the will of the people and not of the state, jana-
sakti, not ra<a-sakti. The test and proof that such a
society and its elected executive committee truly in-
carnates the community will be where there are no
parties and decisions are arrived at by consensus and
not by majority vote. Itisin such an atmosphere
that one may say, as of old, the Voice of the Five is
the Voice of God! If we are true to the tenets of
Cooperation, it should be possible for secondary so-
cieties, consisting of delegates of primaries, to inte-
grate and incarnate the community of the’ larg-
erarea. In passing, where sucha delegates’ as-
sembly, or its elected committee, co-opts competent
men for special tasks by collective vote (e.g. an Edi-
torial Board a Development Council, or Education
Committee), they would do so on behalf of the
total community. In this wise, the Cooperative can
be as valid an expression of democracy as any local
government body.

An equally valid function of Cooperatives is to step bey~
ond shop-keeping or production and frame a strategy of dev-
elopment for their area of operation. 1In fact, in the modern
context of rapid development, a region’s societies will be guilty
of groping without chart or map if they functioned without a
plan of development drawn with the advice of competent per-
sons. This would be part of their task of community-making.

Whea all is said, it is to the extent that rights are equal
and human dignity equal, that the community can become
more of 2 community, and a nation become more of a nation.
If however, we take an imaginative look at the long-range
goals of the Movement, we shall discern that both in the way

we broadbase its structure and deepen its functions, Coopera-
tion can well set the nation on the road to greatness.

—

V. Arumugam

S

REORIENTATE POLICY, GOVERNMENT URGED

The Cooperative Movement of Ce
wholesalers and retailers of all articles
policy was very clearly pronounced by
Multipurpose Cooperatives.
sent policy to bring it in harmoeny with the earlier on
we would venture to suggest that the 116 MPCS Unions in the °
Island should be the wholesale distributors of zll consumer goods,

achieving this,

ylon should function as the importers,
required by consumer cooperatives. This

Government with the
We urge the Governme

ushering in of

nt to reorientate the pre-
e. As afirst step towards

All articles

whether imported or locally produced must be made to directly flow into the
warehouses of MECS Unions as wholesalers.

These observations were
made by Mr. A. ]. Raja Thu-
raisingham, President, Jaffna
MPCS Union, in the course of
his Presidential address at the
24th Annual General Meeting
of thé Union.

He went on to say thatif
austerity is to be practised in
limiting our consumer needs,
then the most efficient way is
to handle all articles through
Cooperatives. Once the limit
on the external procurement
of consumer goods had been
placed by Government, then
the Movement must be per-

mitted to obtain these articles -

and distribute them in the effi-
cient manner in which rationed
subsidiary foodstuffs have been
handled since the introduction
of the card system.

One of the Best in Asia

Pointing out that the Coop-
erative Consumer network in
Ceylon is possibly one such as
no other Asian ' country pos-
sesses, he stressed that it would
be ““a hundred pities if a Gov-
ernment pledged to democratic

socialism ignored the instrus

ments readily available for the
peopie of this country to have
an unobstructed channel by
which they can obtain their
daily needs. It would be a
thousand pities if the people
were deprived of their cherish-
ed goals by policy indecision,
by bureaucratic bungling or
worse by pressure of vested
interests’.

Mr. Raja Thuraisingham
candidly admitted that they
were functioning today as “a
pure and simple machinery of
the Government to distribute
as Wholesalers, sugar, flour
and rationed articles which
are under the control of the
Government™, This, he stated,
should really be a subsidiary
occupation for cooperatives
and never the sole purpose for
which a cooperative should
exist. He stressed that it was
the solemn duty of the con-
sumer cooperatives to fully
satisfy the consumer needs of
its members procuring goods
from international and local
markets and wherever possible
to launch on production.

From Within

Emphasising that, in the last
analysis, the strength of the
consumer movement should
come from within, he suggest-
ed it was time the consumer
movement came together in a
powerful ‘apex organisation,
both at the national level and

won Cooperation: thus

the regional level, He added,
“The conditions are propitious
in the Northern area where
Cooperation has scored many
successes to build up the coun-
try’s first regional super whole-
sale. The 16 MPCS Uhions
possess between them lorry
fleets, go-down facilities, sales
points, capital assets, organis-
ed labour and above all a co-
operation-conscious member-

ship. Organised into a super
wholesale we should be aple
to function from a pesition of
strength. Indeed we should
be able to demonstrate to our
fellow cooperators in other
parts of Ceylon that there can
be no substitute to a well-or=

" ganised consumer movement

to provide the answer to the
problgms of - both production
and distribution®’,

‘Not Merely an Economic Movement ’

The Cooperative Movement
is not merely an economic
movement, it is one primarily
devoted to human welfare and
human dignity, said Mz, R.M.
Nagalingam, Lecturer, Coop.
Training School, Jaffna, speak-
ing at the Cooperative Day
celebrations of the Thenma-
radchy Bast MPCS Union.

He went on to say that co-
operative principles were ap-
plicable not merely to societies
but to life as a whole. He
exhorted them to be loyal to
their societies and not look
upon them merely as a means
of obtaining scarce commodi-
ties: it was this lack of loyalty
which had led to stagnation.

Mr. J.R. Rajaretnam, Presi-
dent of the Union, appealed
to the people to join the
Movement in greater numbers.

Mr. V.N. Navaretnam, M.P.
for Chavakachcheri drew
pointed attention to the prob-
lem of unemployment among
educated youths, which was
becoming very acute. He
said that countries like Den.
mark and = lIsrael, with less
natural resources than Ceylon,
had thriving economies based
they
had no problem of unemploy-
ment. If Ceylon too followed
their example and built up a
spirit of self-reliance, she too
could overcome her problems
easily.

Miss V. Pakkialetchmi of
the Mirusuvil Youth Scheme,
said that the Cooperative
Movement had helped to free
the farmer from the clutches
of the rapacious mudalali.

Mr. R.C.S. Cooke, Vice-
President NDCF, pointed out
that whereas in the West,
Cooperation had grown up as
an independent movement, in
couptries like 1India and
Ceylon, it had been a state-
sponsored one. Self-help was
the basis of the Movemens:
it was the best form of help.
If they built up their Savings,
they need not depend on out-

side help. Instead of regard-
lng the Cooperative Move-
ment as merely a means of
getiing loans from the Govern-
ment, they should, advised
Mr. Cooke, explore the pos-~
sibilities of starting new ven.
tures,

Mr. V. Canagasabai ACCD
Jafina East, deplored the fact
that many multipurpose so-
Cicties were carrying out only
consumer activities. The y
should try to make themselves,
both in fact and name, muiri.
purpose; For a society to
function well, there should be
a good committee, which care
ried out its duties conscienti-
ously. He appealed to mems-
bers to forget all their differen-
ces and be loyal to their $0-
ciety. They should always be
on the look-out for any short-

comings and iry to remedy
them.

‘SUPPORT NDCF’

Give the fullest possible
support to the Northern Divi-
sion Cooperative Federation -
this was the appeal made by
Mr. V. Canagasabai, ACCD,
Jafina East, at the Annual
General Meeting of the Jaffna
MPCS Union. He said that,
like children supporting their
parents, affiliated societies and
Unions should give their full-
€8t support to the Federation,
Only then was development
possible. He advised Com.
mittee members to make it a

point to attend meetings with-
out fail,

Messrs. A, J. Raja Thurai-
singham and N. Coomaraswa-
my were re-elected President
and Vice-President respective~
ly, The following were elected
to the Committee: Messrs, N,
Coomaraswamy, M, Jacob, A,
E. Tamber, V. Mylu (re-elects
ed) and V. Kandaswamy.,
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BEFRIENDING THE
UNDERDOG?

1 have lots of admiration
and affection for C. Sunthera-
lingam, my affection often go-
ing to quixotic lengths.
When I was a member of the
University Court, be was a
candidate for the Vice-Chan-
cellorship. Evea before the
Court met for the election, it
was obvious that Sir Nicholas
Attygalle had the Vice-Chan-
cellorship in his pockets 1
knew Suntheralingam had not
the ghost of a chance aund 1
doubted if he would get any
other vota but mine and I was
not far wrong. He got only
two votes. Yet 1 had made
up my mind to give my vote
to Suntheralingam. Sunthera-
lingam’s candidature also was
quixotic. He did not expect
to cet elected or evén to get
many votes, [lhere was some
point of principle: involved :
what it was, I bave torgotten.

1 was a resident of Union
Hostel, when Suntheralingam
was Warden and from then
till now my affection has re-
mained unabated and I am not
exceptional. Now and again
when I run intomy contem-
poraries at the Hostel, we
spend a little time singing old
Sun's praises. Those that
went to Union Hostel after
our day also seem to have
been infected by the same
virus: I have listened to many
of them pour out their affection
to the old superman of our
adolescence. One of the
leisure hour recreations at
the Union Hostel was to pay
a tribute of affection and ad-
miration to, our Warden in
absentia. 1 have been told
that our successors also did
likewise.

No doubt, the admiration
sprang partly from our youth-
fulness. Youth is the time of
hero worship. Suntheralin-
gam's academic achievements,
his rejection of an appointment
in the ICS and preferring a job
in Ceylon, his throwing up
that job also, are the kind of
things that appeal to adoles-
cent idealism. Bat this is not
the whole story. If our atti-
tude to Sun was due merely
to our having been dazzled by
spectacular gestures that had
a special appeal to young
people, we should by now
have grown wiser. Of course
we have grown wiser. We no
longer take all our politics or
our philosophy of life from
Sun. I doubt if even in those
days of our hero worship, we
surrendered our personal judge-
ment totally. I can recall a
hot argument I had with him
on the need for improving the
hostellers’ English pronuncia-
tion. He was going to arrange
with Mrs. P. de S. Kularatne
to give us lessons in the finer
points of pronunciation. I
laughed the idea to scorn and
1old him there were more
worthwhile things that he and
“rs. K. could do. He treated
us as adults and we bebaved
as adults, though rather noisy
and cocky.

Then there was the hospital-
ity of the Suntheralingam
couple. The term-end dinner
to the hostellers wasa gocur-
mets’ dream come true. During
Jaffoa’s fruit season, Sun’s
motber would arrive at Guild-
ford Crescent with a consign-
ment of jak and mango from

Urumpirai and the hostellers
would be invited to the War-
den's bungalow to share in the
feast, When one of the in-
fant Suns cut his or her first-
tooth, there was kolukkattai
(Osmepdsi_enr) for the
hostellers, A day or two
later the Warden would ask
the hostellers. how they had
enjoyed the feast and when
weassured him that everything
had been first-class, he was as
pleased as Punch.

These friendly dealings
could account for Sun's
popularity among the hostel-
lers. But Sun was not merely
popular. He was trusted. Nor
was his influence limited to
the hostellers. The entire
student body looked to him in
moments of difficulty. When-
ever there was injustice or
even suspicion of injustice,
Suntheralingam could be relied
on to secure redress. When he
worked in the Badulla Kach-
cheri, 2 Rodiya man who had
gone there to see him was kept
out of the office by some high
caste flunkey and Sunthera-
lingam gave a piece of his
mind to the flunkey and called
the man in. Nor in his deal-
ings with undergraduates did
caste or race or creed have the
least say. If some ope was a
victim of injustice, he had to
have justice; regardless of
whether he was Sinhalese or
Tamil or Burgher or Muslim,

This is the man who is now
invoking the Thesavalamai to
keep off worshippers from
the Maviddapuram temple.
Sutheralingam’s newly-begot-
ten respect for the Law is a
bewildering phenomen on.
Majority rule is fundamental
to parliamentary government,
Yet what scenes and turmoil
Suntheralingam created by his
defiance of parliament’s deci®
sion is history today. Why
did he make it necessary for
police to be called in and him-
self to be carried bodily out of
the chamber ? Obviously be-
cause he believed that laws,
just or unjust, are after all
manp-made and that there are
cccasions when your moral
obligaticn is to defy an unjust
law and face the consequences.

“That is exactly what the Min-

ority Tamils are trying to do
and will eventually do. Nor
are they taking anyone by
surprise. Their intention has
been public knowledge for
months and they had made
every effort to secure their
cbijective by peaceful means.
“Why then should Sunthera-
lingam now become the cham-
pion of legality and upholder
of orthodoxy? There are
three answers that occur to
me. Readers may choose, A
colleague of Suntheralingam’s,
Professor Cameron (Classics) in
theUniversity College once said
“Some people say Sunthera-
lingam is a genius, others call
him an intellectual giant; still
others,a mathematical prodigy.
1 don’t agree. Suntheralingam
is a force of nature.” Apnd you
never know what havoc forces
of nature can work, for they
are a law unto themselves.
Now for number two: of
late, lost causes have had an
irresistible appeal to Sunthera-
lingam. The political froots
that he bas been setting up
during the last few years,
whatever other merits they
may possess, bear little pro-
mise of realising their object-

Appeal to Women to
Join the Movement

Join the Movement in great-
er numbers and woik for the
welfare of the community:
this was the appeal made to
women by Mr. M. K. Selva-
irajah, President, Thambalaka-
mam MPCS Unpion, at the
Coop Day celebrations held at
Thambalakamam under the
patronage of the Trincomalee
Coop District Union.

This appeal was whole-heart-
edly endorsed by Mrs. R. S.
Palmer, Director of Educa-
tion, Trincomalee, who pre-
sided. |

Mrs. Palmer said that wo-
men should cooperate with
men for the economic, social
and cultural development of
the country.

Mr, H. W. P. Sandrasegara,
ACCD, Trincomalce, also ap-
pealed to women to join the
Movement. He pointed out
that only if the Movement
purged itself of corruption and
dishonesty, could it progress.
Men of integrity should come
forward to cleanse the Move-
ment.

Janab M. E. H. Mohamed
Ali, 1st M.P. for Mutur, ad-
vised cultivators to repay their
loans. Only then would the
Government be in a position
to give greater help to the far-
mers.

Muhandiram C, Muthucu-
maru, Mr. E. Canagasabai and
Mr. Amuthasegaran, also
spoke.

Coop Day Celebrations
at Thunukkai

Coop Day celebrations at
Thiunukkai commenced with a
Relay race—the participants
being cooperative societies.
This was followed by a Volley
Ball Tournament in which
clubs in the Thunukkai area
participated. The third item
on the programme was an Ora-
torical Contest for Schools.

In the evening, a Public
Meeting was held, presided
over by Mr. M. Tambimuttu,
DRO. Pandit K. P. Ratnam,
M.P. for Kilinochchi, hoirted
the Cooperative Flag, Besides
Mr. K. P. Ratnam, several
others also spoke.

ives. His opposition to Minority
Tamils enteriog the temple at
Maviddapuram is also a lost
cause. The vocal supporters
of the Movement may not be
a majerity among Jaffna
Hindus. But the majority of
Jaffoa Hindus are indifferent.
They are not likely to make
an issue of it. The Minority
Tamils are determined. Their
supporters are also committed.
The doors of Maviddapuram
temple being opened is merely
a matter of time today. Ox-
ford is said to be the home of
lcst causes. Counld it be that
Suntheralingam’s sojourn in
Balliol had something to do
with hi¢ most receat freak?

The third, which I favour,
i1s that Suntheralingam’s sym-
pathy always goes to the
underdog. The Tamils today
are underdogs in Ceylon
politics. So he sbould fight
their battles. Manickam was
the underdog in the by-elec-
tion. So be had to support
him as he had to support me
in the 1947 parliamentary
election. Now the upholders
of traditional orthodoxy are
the underdogs. They have
very little public support and
Suntheralingam invokes the
Thesavalamai: :

S PS

Mismanagement Due to Lack of
Trained Personnel

‘Cooperatives are mostly
mismanaged due to lack of
trained personnel, states a
memorandum submitied by
the Old Boys® Association of
the Jaffna Ceoperative Train-
ing School, to the Minister of
Food and Agriculture.

It stresses that no adequate
programme of training can be
formulated, much less imple-
mented, without active partici-
pation and cooperation forth-
coming from the various
organisations in the cooper-
ative sector. It states that it
is “‘tragic that, in general,
trained personnel are not rec-
ruited to man the Cooperative
Movement. Even untrained
employees are not prevailed
upon to undergo training. In
short, there is no incentive for
training, which, in effect,
means that the money spent
by the Government on train-
ingiis, to a great extent, wasted,
and that the Cooperative
Movement is the loser for it’%

Drawing attention to the
recommendation of the I C A
Seminar on Cooperative Lead-
ership in South-East Asia that
“*Cooperative Education and
training should be organised
in appropriate forms at all
levels and in every branch of
the Movement’s activity”, the
Memorandum proposes

® That the Rules framed
under the Coperative So-
cieties Ordinance which
are now in force be amen-
ded to provide the re-
guirements set out below:

(a) Trainees with the Co-
operative Employees
Certificate shall be
employed by regist-
ered cooperative so-
cieties.

Where it is necessary
to employ a person
who does not possess
the CEC it shall be
done only with the
approval of the CCD
and RCS.

(c¢) Appointments and
dismissals, fixing of
salaries and securities

(b)

of employees in co-
operative  societies’
shall be done with
the approval of the
CCD and RCE.

Employees in co-
operative  societies
who apply for ap-
pointments to a high=
er grade in their own
societies or in other
cooperative societies,
should be given ex-
emption in respect of
age limit and conces=
sions in respect of
educational qualifi-
cations.
® That the Coop. Depart-
ment implements the fol-
lowing in respect of De-
partmental appointments:

(a) Recruitment of Co-
op.- Inspectors should
be from among those
with CE C, Higher
Level and Ordinary
Level, preference be-
ing given to the for-
mer.

In the case of emp-
loyees of coop so=-
cietics who possess
the CEC, an exemp-
tion in respéct of the
age limit be given
when recruitment is
done by the Depart-
ment.

Persons who possess
the CEC, Higher
Level, be exempted
and those with CEC
Ordinary Level be
given concessions
from credit require-
ments in the SSC or
GCE (Ordinary Le-
vel) for recruitment
as Coop. Inspectors.

® That the terms of refer-
ence of the Royal Com-
mission on the Coop.
Movement be extended
to include investigation
into the working of the
Employees Service and to
make suitable recom-
mendations for a unified
and contented service for
all employees in the Co-
op. sector.

(d)

(b)

(©)

, South Yalpanam
Cooperators Celebrate

Coop Day celebrations at

Kilinochchi started off with a

March Past by over a hun-
dred students carrying placards
and chanting cooperative slo-
gans. Mr. R. Yoganathanj
D.R.O. Karachchi took the
salute.

The venue—Rodrigo Park—
was gaily decorated, and the
eleven flag-poles planted in a
row—to mark the age of the
South Yalpanam MPCS Union
—with Cooperative flags flut-
tering atop them, lent colour
to the scene. There were sev-
eral interesting competitions
including a Coop Quiz, which
the spectators thoroughly en-
joyed.

Later a Public Meeting fol-
lowed, presided over by Mr.
A. Shivasunderam, J.P., Presi-
dent, South Yalpanam MPCS
Union. Religious dignitaries
representing all religions, were
accommodated on the plat-
form.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi~
dent NDCF, emphasised the
necessity to repay loans taken
under the New Agricultural
Credit Scheme, in order to
save the good name of North-

COOP SOCIETY FOR
BEEDI WORKERS

A Coop Society for Beedi
Workers was formed recently
at Jaffina. At the inaugural
meeting, Mr. P. Govindaswa-
my, Range Inspector, and Mr.
J. M, S. Nevins, Coop Ins-
pector, explained to the mem-
bers the benefits of Coopera-
tion,

The following were elected
office-bearers: Janab A. L.
Zaheer (President), Janab S.
M. Sanoon (Vice-President),
Janab M. M. Ibrahim (Secre-
tary), Janab A.H. M. Yusuf
(Asst, Secretary), Janab P. M.
Meera Sahib (Treasurer) and
Janab A. Thowfeek (Asst.
Treasurer). A Committee of
7 was also elected.

ern cooperators.

Apart from Elocution «and
Singing Contests for students,
there were also competitions
for societies under the follow=
ing heads: Best Loan Recove-
ries ; Best Book Maintenance ;
Best- Consumer Depot. The
prizes were given away by
Mrs. R. Yoganathan. The
celebrations concluded with
three dramas propagating the
doctrines of Cooperation,
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.  The Glory That Was Vamni

~ Thaniyatha Thai:am (Unquenched Thirst)—
An Historical Play by *“Karavai Kilan”

When the Portuguese landed
in Ceylon, the territory of the
Vanniyas stretched from Trin-
comalee in the East to Mannar
in the West. Panamkamam
was once the celebraied head-
quarters of the Vanniya chief-
tains. Kilakkumoolai South
even today boasts of inscrip-
tions in caves which prove
beyond doubt that Panamka-
mam Pattu was one of the
earliest settlements of the Van-
niyas. According to M. D.
Raghavan, the historian, the
Vanniyas descended from Ag-
nikulas, one of the great Clans
that inhabited South India
from time immemorial. His-
torians in generalacknowledge
them as the Rajputs of South
India. They were a Dravidian
Warrior-clan with the Bow
(Silai in Tamil) as their ensign.

Some names of famous Van-
niya Chieftains are remember-
ed by posterity—Nallamapana
Vanniyan, Periva Kumarasuri-
ya Vanniyan, Kathirgama Vap-
niyan, Pandara Vanoniyan,
Kayla Vanniyan etc. Of these
Kayla Vanniyan who ruled
over Panamkamam was the
most famous.

Thomas Van Rhee, the Dutch
Governor, wrote, “The Vanni
rulers were standing with one
foot on the Company’s land
and the other on the King’s
territory”, C. S. Navaratnam
in his *Vanni and Vanniyas’
adds: |“They were a constant
source of irritation to the
Dutch as they had been to the
Portuguese. The chiefs would
not often pay their annual tri-
bute of elephants and their
land rents, and some even
would notappearat the annual
Durbar when they were sum-
moned by governors. This
was especially the case with
Kayla Vanniya of Panamka-
mam who failed to appear be-
fore the Dutch Governor for
twelve consecutive years”. He
goes further to say: “When
this fearless wealthy chief died
in 1678, the Vanniyas appoint-
ed a successor without refer-
ence to the Dutch authori-
ties™,

If it is the task of the his-
torian to sift the kernel of
fact from the husk of fiction,
it i the business of the play-
wright basing his theme on re-
corded history to bring to light
those facets that in his opinion
would appeal 1o the audience.
While South Indian Tamils
still cherish the heroism dis-
played by Kattappomman and
Vellaithurai pitted against the
might of British imperialism
on the march, Ceylon Tamils
find their heroes in Sankilian
and Pandara Vanniyan, and
the Sinhalese in Sardiel and
Keppitipola. To these *Kara-
vai Kilan” has added yet an-
other—Kayla Vannian of Pa-
namkamam. Whereas the oth-
ers were all captured, humili-
ated and put to death, the
Dutch could not capture Kayla
Vanniyan or his kingdom dur-
ing his life-time. It was during
the reign of Kayla Vanniyan’s
grand-nephew that Panamka-
mam * eventually went under
Dutch rule.

“Thaniyatha Thaham”’, per-
haps an exaggerated title to
emphasise the freedom-thirst
of the Vanni Chief, serves to
bring home some of the easily
forgotten facts of Ceylon his-
tory. That the Dry zone was
once the granary of Ceylon is
an accepted fact—with Giant’s
Tank, Vavunikkulam, Panda-
rakulam etc, crowding the

-his 500 followers

area. What *““Karavai Kilan”’
achieves is to brilliantly weave
into the thems the natural
beauty and bounty of the Van=
ni District, its culture and
civilisation, the fame of its
ancient sea-port, Mantote,
through which, according to
the Mahavamsa, Vijaya and
got their
wives from India *‘followed
by craftsmen and a thousand
families of eighteen guilds”.
There is no doubt that Man-
tote was one of the ancient
international sea-ports famous
for sea-borne commerce bet-
ween the East and West. Some
of the articles of trade even
adorned the court of King
Solomon and were known by

" their Tamil names like ‘Tokai’

and ‘Akhil". All the sea-faring
nations of the then-known
world seem to have used Man-
tote as the emporium for the
bartering of various kinds of
merchandise like spices, rice,
ginger, ivory, muslin, gems,
peacock, pearls etc. (Note
Zanzibar and Orizza in Ptolo-
mey’s Map, derived from In-
chiver (ginger) and Arisi (rice)
in Tamil. That the Tamil
term for the rice grain (arisi)
was adopted into the Greek
language and through the La-
tin (Oryza) has passed into
modern European languages
(e.g. French ‘riz’ and English
‘rice’) is ample testimony to
the fame of Mantote as an
international port.

A Hive of Activify

The Western boundary of
the Vanni was once a hive of
activity, Many abandoned
tanks and neglected channels
bear testimony to it. Of the
many dams in ruins Kuricha-

‘kulam Tekam on the Kal Aru

and another on the Per Aru
are outstanding. Some stone
pillars mark what was once
probably a shrine at Kompu-
tukki between Vidataltiva and
Iluppaikkadavai. There are

-traces of ancient roads run-

ning from Mantote to Anu-
radhapura and Jaffna through
Kilakkumoolai South. The re-
mains of an ancient bridge are
found at Olukkulam. The
temple at Kallar 7% miles from
Marichchukkaddai was seen in
a tottering state by J. Haffner,
a Dutchmen who travelled
through Vanni on foot. There
was a great demand for pearls
of Chilapathurai, known by a
special name *Tamaravarpika’.

It is these, our ancient heri-
tage and valour, our culture
and our civilisation, that “Ka-
ravai Kilan” brings into focus.
All Ceylonese have reason to
be thankful to the author for
his outstanding piece of drama
based on historical fact.

The play is on the whole
stage-wodrthy. The author h:s
made it so with his rich expe-
rience instage-craft. The prose
is simple, pure and rich. There
is original poetry too which
compares favourably with con-
temporary pieces in Ceylon
and India. There is also in-
trigue, as isto be expected in
the lives of heroes, that leaves
tragedy and tears in its wake.
The story revolves round
Kayla Vannian, his daughter
Komalavalli and citizen-patri-
ot Velnambi. If there is any
shortcoming in the play itis
the utter lack of humour.

“Karavai Kilan™ has added
yet another feather to his cap.
It is hoped that the young au-
thor who gave Tamil audiences

~ Sitbaintha Silai (Broken Sculp-

Study Circle

Leaders Trained

Eighty two Study Circle
Leaders from all over the Is-
land underwent training re-
cently at the School of Coop-
eration, Polgolla for nearly a
week,

In his opening address, Mr.

B. Rajaguru, Principal,
School of Cooperation, out-
lined the aim of the Scheme,
He stressed that the leaders
should strive to reach perfec-
tion; only then could they
impart sound knowledge to
cooperators.

Mr. K. B. Kinigama, ACCD
Extension,stated that the Study
Circle System was started in
1952 with 40 Leaders. But it
was a failure as the selection
of the Leaders was not a satis»
factory one, Then in 1957 the
Study Circle system was re-
organised with the assistance
of an ILO expert but this too
proved futile. In 1959, by a
circular sent out by the CCD,
Inspectors were required to
conduct at least one Study
Class in their areasin addition
to their normal daties. But this
too ditt not prove successful
as Inspectors had to perform

. their statutory functions. The

Study Circle scheme had been
revived again because it was
felt that the Movement would
make good progress if the
members are educated.

Mr. Kinigama appealed to
the Leaders to take a keen in-
terest and make the Study Cir-
cle Scheme a success,

Study Circle methods, the
role of the Leaders and pre-
paration of Lessons were ex-
plained to the Leaders, De-
monstration classes were also
held.

PROFITS HAVE
PROGRESSIVELY

INCREASED

The gross profits of the
Jaffna MPCS Union have pro-
gressively increased since 1963
when it stood at Rs.94,450,78.
In 1964 it had risen to Rs,
144,133/37. In 1965, the gross
profit was Rs. 187,067/83, in
1966 Rs. 208,421/07 and last
year Rs. 235,923/71. These
figures are taken from the 24th
Annual Report,

Last year the Union had a
turnover of Rs. 12,641,289/73
and made a total nes profit of
Re81,190/70,despite registering
losses in 12 of the 14 Depots
itruns. The Union has ap-
pointed a sub-committee to
probe the working of these
depots.

The Report points out that
the Union has suffered heavy
losses due to lack of adequate
transport. Annually it spends

over Rs. 13 lakhs on the hire

of private lorries. The only
way of arresting these losses is
to replace immediately the
three old lorries.

Though the Union has so
far failed to get a suitable site
to put up its own building,
it is hopeful of doing so
in the near future.

The Report states that the
Union is planning to set up a
pharmacy and also obtain
Crown land at Kilinochchi for
farming.

ture) and Athavane Mannippai
(Oh Sun Forgive !) earlier will
still go forward, without rest=
ing on his laurels, to quench
the unquenched thirst of Tamil
drama audiences in Ceylon.

K. PARAMOTHAYAN.

Cooperafive Marketing |

Anefficient Cooperative Mar-
keting Scheme for Agriculrur-
al and Small Industries produ-
cts is bound to help the farm-
ers and persons engaged in
Small Industries. One of the
functions of the Multipurpose
Cooperative Society is to im-
plement Marketing Schemes,
The new credit scheme pro-
vides the necessary capital to
farmers for raising food crops.
Farmers are raising highland
crops to realise the benefits of
the Govt’s Guaranteed Prices.
The services rendered by the
NDAPC Union to the Jaffna
farmers increase year after
year. A prosperous country-
side is in the making.

Al present milk and milk
products need a Marketing
Scheme to safeguard the Dairy
farmers. Dairy management
iS a mew occupation to the
Jaffna farmer. Milk produced
by the farmers needs a market
through the Multipurpose Co-
op Societies in the villages.
The milk gets spoilt after six
hours and as such the market-
ing of milk should be seriously
studied.

A marketing scheme for
milk, by the Jaffna District
Coop Dairy Societies Union
will induce educated young
farmers to take to Dairy farm-
ing. The farmers are anxious
to take to Dairy farming if
Dairy Societies will make pay-
ments for milk purchases
weekly. This will enable farm-
ers to buy cattle food at low
cost.

Today we are living in the
era of scientific approach to
production. Methods adopted
by advanced countries in Dairy
management, viz. New Zea-
land, Australia, Denmark and
Sweden are available for our
study. What we need is expert

BOOK REVIEW

TOWARDS A TOTAL
REVOLUTION

by SURESH RAm

(Sarvodaya Pracharalayam,
Thanjavur. Rs. 1-50)

Bihar, the historic land of
Gautama’s enlightenment and
more recently the birthplace of

Rajendra Prasad and Jayapra-
kash Narayan, has played a
considerable part in the Gan-
dhian freedom struggle. It is
perhaps in this setting that we
can explain why of the over
half-a-lakh Gramdans in India
to date, no less than a third
are in Bihar and of the few
hundred Blockdans almost
half are in that State, In fact,
Vinobaji is hoping for Bihar-
dan in his own life-time !

Extracts from an entrv |
submitted to the Essay Con~
test (Open).

advice on this matter. They
Jaffna  Districe Cooperatif
Dairy Societies Union Limited

should render this service t&~

member societies.

The educated youths of
Jaffna can start schemes of
production through the Multi-
purpose Coop Societies, The
NDCEF will be in a position to
advise the unemployed youths
to start schemes of production.

The Dairy Industry expan-
sion will simultaneously help

Agricultural Production, Then,

farmers will “receive more
money by selling Agricultural
and Industrial Products, An
efficient Cooperative Market-
ing Scheme will benefit the
consumer also,

Palmyra Products can find
markets through Coops. Jag-
gery production from sweet
toddy is the only way for Jaffna
toearn money. Jaffna Mangoes
and King Yams are in great
demanq in South Ceylon,

Cooperative Economy is thy -

ideal suited for this Agricul-
tural Country, ;

The Cooperative Movement
helps the farmers and other
producers with credit and mar-
keting facilities. It is up to
the youth of Jaffna to utilise
the facilities available for cre-
ating wealth.

Let us follow the examples
set by Denmark and Japan in -

the field of Dairy Products -

and Textiles. Cooperation is
the only way to Economic and
Social progress.

T. MAILVAGANAM,
Secretary, Vali-West Coop
Dairy Society Ltd,

Towards a Total Revolution
is a documentary of Vinoba’s
Toofan Yatra in Bihar com-
mencing with his 70th birthday
in 1965. Suresh Ram who
walked with him those three
months and more has given
us a lively record of that his-
toric pilgrimage. It consists
largely of Vinoba’s addresses
to village audiences, some-
times to other groups and in-
terviewers. They convey a
message to far beyond the im-
mediate audience since Vinoba
often commented on contem-
porary events and human pro-
blems. With the help of a
pure soul like Vinoba, one is
helped to clear thinking and
abiding values amidst the con-
fusing noises of today.

K. NESIAH,

o
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THE TCOOPBRATOR

' COOPERATION—A TECHNIQUE FOR SURVIVAL A
A CODE OF . 5

. A description of Man’s pov-
erty often resembles some of
she moving lines written by
.the great writers of sea stories
such as Shakespeare, Melville,
!onrad, and in their stories
asts always crashed to the

.~ 4dscks and sailors lost their

oy

lives despite an effort to re-
main afloat.

In our own day, most of the
time a storm during an air
passage means no more thana
bump in the *plane. The storms
are generally as safe as middle
class life is safe in the eyes of
the poor. But in the greai
storms of the writers of the
past there was no security,

*ship and crew were victims
concentrating absolutely on
survival....and this is what
poverty is like, the real pover-
ty, the lot of most humanity,
in which life appears to come
at you as relentlessly as the
wind and the waves in those
‘old-fashioned’ storms. You
live so much with desperation,
violence and deprivation, that
all your energy is absorbed by
keeping your family and your-
self above the surface of des-
fair. You evolve some tech-
niqus for survival and a code
of behaviour to preserve life
...but as an individual you
cannot weather the storm for
long, and it is at that juncture
that you may be lucky to hear
of COOPERATION.. .the re-
sults perhaps a better or chea-
per house in New York...a
newly-dug well in the dryness
and desperate effort to scratch
& living from the soil of Ara-
bia...a job in a workers® pro-
ductive society on finding your
own craft and skills are no
more in demand as an indivi-

- dual....medical services for

the old...a bus to take you
from the outlying district to the
city. . .all of those, only 2 few
mentioned, the resuls of ap-
plied self-help and cooperative
principles.

From the individual to the
pation greup and from there
beyond national borders, fight-
ing poverty is the" discovery
that wealth can be shared with-
out too much risk, with hon-
our and indeed even with pro-
fit, Soon after the Second
World War the idea of multi-

" lateral help gained ground,

newly-independent nations en-
tered the councils of the Unit-
ed Nations and constructive
methods of aid, that is dispo-
gal of surplus and a new em-
phasis on multilateral aid, cre-
sted the “World Food Pro-
gramme” of the Food and
Agricultural Organisation of
the United Nations. Whilst it
is clear that the United Na-
tions suffers from a built-in

weakness which for the most

part enablesit to act only when
the interests of the great pow-
ers coincide, or if an issue
arises which to by-pass their
self-interest, the World Food
Programme got well under
way, being the child of both
the UN, with its deep concern
{or economic and social dev-
elopment, and the FAO, with
1ts special competence in mat-
ters connected with food, as-
sisted by non-sovernmental
bodies like the ICA in their
thinking and action.

1t is from what was origi-
pally a problem of how best
to make vse of unwanted agri-
cultural surpluses that there
has grown a new form of aid
for development in the long-
interests of all humanity. ..an

opportunity to make, in the
late = President Kennedy’s
words, “food aid a weapon of
peace, of creating freedom and
a helping hand to people
around the world”. Poverty
can be overcome. We as coop-
erators are doing our partin
the councils of the FAO and
inthe World Food Programme.

Technical Assistance is need-
ed in trade and related fields,
and in promotion of interna-
tional trade, to accelerate eco-
nomic development. Technical
Assisiance service for market.
ing and trade expansion are
the prime concern of the Trade
and Development Board of the
United Nations, and have been
greatly encouraged by the In-
ternational Cooperative Alli-

ance, not only by urging pur-

suits of cooperation among
cooperators as a principle, but
by such activities as the coop-
erative trade survey in Scuth-
Easi Asia, undertaken in {966.
The constant efforis of the
1CA to link seller and buyer,
small as yet in their effect bus
steadily growing in volume,
range from consumer inierests
to insurance, petroleum, hous-
ing, banking and farming.

Intensified Efforts

It is not just a haphazard
decision that 1968 is the year
devoted to intensifying efforts
and undertakings by all of us
within the UN in the field of
human rights. Once free from
hunger, Man also has a right
to medical services and educa-
tion; these are the points
stressed by the Secretary-Gen-
erzal of the United Nations;
and cooperatives are acting in
all of these fields everywhere.
The UN Economic and Social
Council also stressed that 1968
will give renewed impetus to
the further development and
practical implementation of
women's rights, a human and
noble aim that is part of coop-
erative life and concern as ex-
pressed by the ICA Women
Cooperators’ Advisory Coun-
el

From Argentina to Zambia
the “little man®, through the
activities of his or her coop-
erative, is linked as a member
of the ICA with the consulia-
tive bodies of the United Na-
tions, where matters concern-
ing cooperation are given a
voice through the representa-
tives of the world cooperative
movement, and the advice
given is often incorporated in
the legislation of those states
which make up the body of the
United Nations.

Last year, eighty-eight coun-
tries assembled at the World
Congress on the Eradication
of Illiteracy, organised by UN
ESCO. The Congress rightly
dencunced the shortcomings
of 2 world in which there are
a thousand million illiterates
or semi literates and it declar-
ed thag the struggle against an
evil of such proportion must
be carried on cooperatively by

the whole of mankind. What a
scandal in the twentieth cen-
tury to have nationa boasting
that 30% of their young people
receive higher education, side
by side with others in which
only 3% of the adult popula-
tion can read or write ! Knows
ledge is power and as coopera-
tors this has been our strength
since the Movement’s found-
ing. Cooperative education is
a Prirciple with us; all socie-
ties must make provision for
their members’ and officers’
education, both economic and
democratic, otherwise a coop-
erative is not a cooperative. . .
Here lies one great coniribu-
tion by over 224,000,00 hu-
man beings associated in Co-
operatives.

Cariag for Others

A sense of caring. .. of car»
ing for others, not for senti-
mental reasons but armed with
the technique of self-help as
expressed in cooperation...
has redecmed much, of the
world’s poor since the Roch-
dale Pioneers sold their goods
for the first time. But more
poor people are added daily
through the population explo-
sion of our world...there is
no time to sit back! Coop-
erators stand firm by the vali-
dity of their Principles, they
girdle the world now, adapting
themselves to the changes in
technology and management,
accepting new patterns for the
future, aware always of the
need for guidance in matiers
of principle which stem from
the Charter of the Rochdale
Pioneers.

There is no need to go down
with the ship 2s mentioned in
the introduction, the life belt
thrown to the world’s poor by
the Pioneers of Cooperation
has been grasped by people
throughout the world. Those
who have already reached safe
shores by their cooperaiive ef-
forts must still stand near the
gshore and help those who are
still in the sea of poverty,
groping for the same life belt,
demanding a helping hand to
reach the land and shelter
where, in the words of John
Milton, ‘“a fairer paradise is
found now™. Let no one for-
get ever that cooperation is
not Utopia; it was the Roch-
dale weavers themsielves who
assured their own success. In
adopting cooperation as a
technique for survival and a
code of behaviour. . .indebted-
ness to the far-sighted weavers
and their Principles or accept-
ing the course set by the great
Raiffeisen—the 150th anniver-
sary of whose birth is cele-
brated this year—it is to be
remembered by our worldICA
membership of 224 million
people in 61 couniries that the
1CA, in the words of our Pre~
sident, “can only fulfil its role
in promoting Cooperation if
the national organisations give
their whole-hearted support to
their world organisation’.

SUMMARY OF ICA STATISTICS

The International Cooperative Alliance now includes affi-
liated organisations in 61 countries with 612,282 societies and

224,154,011 memberships.

I Number of Number of
Type of Societies Societies Memberships
Consumer 55,911 110,019,429
Agricultural " 148,332 33,935,600
Fishery 10,542 1,346,370
Productive and Artisanal 68,167 5,114,879
Building and Housing 28,097 4,928,606
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Credit _ 291,655 62,480,582
Miscellaneous 9,578 6,328,545
: 612,282 224,1 54,0_11-

Total Annual Turnover of Trade. . ..39,130 Million’f Sterling.

39 Cooperative Banks in 24 Countries have Share Capital and
Reserves Amountingo. . 35| Million £ Sterling.

70 Cooperative Insurance Societies in 19 Countries have Pre-
mium Income for Year Amounting to 489 Million £ Sterling,

Claims Paid in Year Amounting to 227 Million £ Sterling.

ICA MEMBERSHIP OVER THE WORLD

EUROPE OCEANIA
Austria 1,996,505 Australia 989,928
Belgium 750,000 New Guinea &
Bulgaria 2,010,902 Papua 21,544
Czechoslovakia 2,159,774 New Zezaland 1,986
Denmark 1,986,239 S e
Eire 125,091 1,013,456
Finland 1,793,704
France . 1,471,i81
German Fed. Republic 3,764,751
Great Britafn 13,745,290 AMERICA
Greece 352,023
Hungary 2,426,661
Iceland 31,074 Argentina 373,853
Italy 4,581,039 Brazil 163,000
Malta 850 Canada 5,215,384
Netherlands 387,708 Chile 48,776
Norway 557,664 Colombia +22,089
Poland 7,447,407 Dominica 7,000
Roumania 8,146,342 Guyana 22,393
Sweden 2,734,789 Jamaica 3,000
Switzerland 863,681 Mexico 467,480
USSR 53,600,000 Puerto Rico —_
Yugoslavia 1,506,000 USA 23,152,498
118,645,275 29,475,473
AFRICA ASIA
Burma 1,215,916
Algeria 4,815 Ceylon 1,801,872
Egypt 39,793 Cyprus 210,229
Ghana 170,000 India 48,679,340
Ivory Coast — Iran . 979,116
Kenya 6,696 Isracl 1,352,214
Mauritius 30,601 . Japan 14,967,288
Nigeria East 58,649 Jordan 31,114
Nigeria West 112,192 * Korea 2,242,377
Tanzania 500,000 Malaysia 749,650
Tunisia 120,000 Pakistan 1,545,279
Uganda 397,504 Philippines 273,000
Zambia 18,820 Singapore 13.342
1,459,070 73,560,737
Total ICA World Mea:bership—224,154,011.

DECLARATION

The International Coopera-
tive Alliance, addressing its
Affiliated Organisations com-
prising over 224 million mem-
bers in 61 countries, on the
occasion of the 46th Interna=-
tienal Cooperative Day :

@ Urges once again all forces
for peace throughout the world
to strive for world peace and
disarmament under an effec-
tive system of international
control ; .

@ Reaffirms its belief in the
work of the United Nations
and asks its member organisa-
tions to participate in the tasks
allotted to regional and inter-
national agencies by the United
Nations ;

® Declares that it is atone
with the General Assembly of
the United Nations on the
twentieth anniversary of the
signing of the Universal De-
claration of Human Rights;
and

@ 'Asks cooperators through-
out the world to further all
activities aiming at greater re-
cognition and full enjoyment
of the fundamental freedom
and equality of all ipdividuals

OF THE ICA

and to campaign for human
rights everywhere.

@ Reminds all cooperative or-
ganisations, which are already
making contributions to World
Literacy, that in the world as
a whole, four out of ten human
beings are as yet untouched by
literacy, and are thus unable
to understand the forces thag
bring about the achievement
of better living for the millions.

@ Stresses that UNESCO’s ef«
forts to promote literacy will
only be carried through by the
determined policies of govern-
ments, by international action,
and by aetive collaboration of
common men and women in
all countries ; and

® Urges that all cooperative
organisations should work to-
gether inevery practical way
at local, regional, nationaland
international levels to help ex-
pand international trade, pro-
vide technical assistance, and
generally support all construce
tive efforts to promote-econo-
mic development and increase
the standard of living through-
out the whole world.
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CITY BEAUTIFUL IN INDIA

India’s 'majestic snow-peak-

. #d mountains of the Himalavas,
bleak and grim expanses of
Rajasthan deserts glittering
golden yellow at sunset, lujs-
trous greens of the Gangetic
plains and tranquil backwaters
of Kerala are all picturesque
but diverse settings for settle-
ment. Yet, the cities built in
such settings, are anything but
beautiful. More often, these
are man-made junkyards, Un-
able to achieve ar ecological
balance! or to bear the pressure
of urbanization, existing Indi-
an cities, for about 80 million
population, are neither an im-
pressive achievement of man’s
skill nor the highest expression
of man’s spirit. On the other
hand, some of these are the
worst examples of degraded
human living abounding in
human miseries—prolific and
pathetic. Not beauty but ugli-
nesg, not perfection but crude-
ness, not affluence but poverty
and not happiness but sadness
prevails in s0 many of these

cities.

Due to uncontrolled gro_wtl.],
unbridied speculation, ubiqui-
ty of slums and frequent break-
down of urban sysiems, these
cities mostly vitiate and stag-
nate. Living and growing with
these absurdities, the people
have become quite indifterent
to their environment. Because
of this indifference, the people
react very seldom to shacks
and dilapidated buildings,
open drains and garbages, stray
dogs, cows and beggars or, in
general, to the absence of an
environment,—rational, pur-
poseful and beautiful,

Graveyards of Souls

Again, due to such ill-shap-
ing of environment, these cities

catch the imagination of milli-
ons of people. Emphasizing
the need of such conscious-
ness, Louis Sullivan once said:
“If the mind feeds on beauty,
it will reproduce bzauty, if it
feeds on filth, it will reproduce
filth. The mind will reproduce
what it feeds upon™. It must
therefore be realized that our
failing to regard the import-
ance of city beautiful may
have gloomy prospects; ugly
environment for posterity may
bring retribution.

This consciousness of city
beautiful can only be effective
if there is a design for living
which may not onlyrelate man
to his environment, meet his
basic needs, provide a frame-
work for all his aspirations as
well as for all forces and fac-
tors which shape the urban
environment butalso take into
consideration the principles
which determine the form and

pattern of a city. While such -

design should be flexible en-
ough to incorporate in its
framework the impact made
by the advancement of techno-
logy, it should necessarily
have a mosaic of indigenous
pattern readily accepted and
adopted by common people.

Total Environment

In the context of city beau-
tiful and for any design for
living, man’s relation to en-
vironment is of primary im-
portance, For this relation,
men must first realise his ime
portance of being. Only this
importance can make him
aware of his environment as
he shapes it according to his
value systems and measures its
dimension for the success of
his achievements and for pro-
gress. Because of this relation,

by BIIT
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can have no spectrum of intel-
lectnal refinement, cultural
richness and social satisfac-
tion, significant for any mean-
ing of city beautiful. As a re-
sult, these cities have become,
more than often, the grave-
yards of souls. Limited again
by the plethora of absurdities,
old cities are seldom proud of
their Jegacy while new badly
planned towns promise little
hope for posterity,

Can our cities be ever beau-
tiful and provide an environ-
ment appropriate for human
living ? This question becomes
all the more pertinent with the
growing pressure of urbaniza-
tion. The gravity of this pro-
blem may well be understood
if it is realised that 80 towns
like Chandigarh need to be
built in the next 13 years. 1t
is also certain that the cities
will be the environment for
living by most of the people
in this country in the centuries
to follow. In a congress held
in September 1967 in Oslo on
“*Mankind 2000 International”
Professor Richard Meier said
that nearly 700 million out of
a total population of 1,500
milljon would live in the urban

.centres of India in the year
2050.

Consciousness of city beau-
-tiful should not, therefore, be
limited to merely periodic
.spurt of municipalities to
“whitewash road curbs, clean
verge or plant a few trees but
it should necessarily start with
‘the awareness of many basic
-environmental problems of a
-city and in this context, to

he becomes aware of the en-
vironmeat changing its matrix
from being simple, homogene-
ous and harmonious to com-
plex, heterogeneous and in
cases resilient. He becomes
aware of te total environmens
with not only its physical con-
tent but also its social, cultur-
al, ecocomic and intellectyal
contents. He realizes that his
value systems, and correspon-
dingly his standard of living,
should be interpreted periodic-
ally for different ages, if he 1s
not to be doomed to a morass
of stagnation ; that this inter-
pretation, both qualitatively
and quantitatively will enable
him 1o reshape total environ-
menr, particularly the physical
environment, He also realizes
that the shaping and reshaping
of total environment ‘are far
more critical in case of physi-
cal enviroment, as it is in the
framework of thisenvironment
that others take shape,

Urban environment does
not only mirror human living
but also the aspirations of all
people living in a city. As the
shaping of this enviroment is
conditioned by the dynamics
consequent to urban growth,
city beautiful can only be
meaningful if these are con-
trolled in the framework of a
physical environment to make
it comprehensive, pragmatic
and rational for all purposes.
Man must be able to take a
better and fuller control of
such environment,

Polarization

Most important aspect of

these dynamics is polarization.
Setting into space ftwo diame-
trically opposite forces, move-
ment aud settlement, the pola-
rization has given necessary
dimension to a cityfor its total
environment., From the an-
cient past, manifestation of
this polarization is apparent
for any concept of a city,—
sociologically as the place of
living for urban icommunity,
ecopomically as the centre of
geperation for many diverse
activities and physically for
the basic urban form of nucje-
ation and comcentration. An
ugly manifestation of polariza-
tion has only made a city ugly
as is apparent in Calcutta.

Diffusion, on the other hand,
results in the decline, decay
and blight of a city. With
diffusion, a city only becomes
dead like an ancient monu-
ment. Lutyens® New Delhi is
a typical example,

Scicatific and technological
advancement, in ‘tecent years,
Is accentuating the polariza-

Far

Agriculture is a highly devel-
oped industry in the Nether-
lands, Although the number
of people employed in the
agricultural sector is still
declining—now about §% of
the working population against
roughly 4577 in 1850—agri-
cuiture still makes an import-
ant contribution to the Dutch
economy. Agriculture is first
and foremost an export indus-
try, 27.8% of the country’s
total exports consisting of
agricultural products. About
40% of livestock products is
exported (for dairy products
alone it is about 40% or one
third of the total milk produc-
tion), the corresponding figures
for horticultural and arable
crops are 62% and 43% respec-
tively. Yet Holland imports
large quantities of bread grains
and feed grains (up to about
35% of the total domestic
consumption).Large quantities
of feed grains are imported
because they are the raw
materials used in pig and poul-
try farming, which is exten-
sively praciised in the Nether-
lands.

Ever since the heavy slump
in agriculture in the 1880s,
Dutch farmers have gone in
for cooperative farming to an
ever greater extent. What they
hoped to achieve by coopera-
tion was to strengthen their
market position — which was
vulnerable since they are small
sellers of often perishable farm
products and buyers of small
quantities of farm equipment
—vis-a-vis their market part-
ners, traders and manuface
turers who had a great advant-
age over farmers because of
their better knowledge of
markets and greater speciali-
zation. The main purpose of
setting up cooperatives was
therefore torestore the balance
of power in the market. Over

- the years many different kinds

of cooperatives have been
established, Agricultural credit
institutions, such as agricul-
tural cooperative credit socie=
ties and banks, have made a
valuable contribution to agri-
cultural development, since
they were in a much better
position than the normal com-
mercial banks to grant farmers
the credits they needed to

ming Coos
Their Role and Importance

tion and consequently explod-
ing a city in a colossal man-
ner. For many opportunities
provided by these advance-
ments, a city is no longer con-
sidered as the centre of diverse
activities only in its territorial
context, it has assumed much
larger regional importance and
in cases national importance.

Medieval concept of confin-
ing the boundaries to a city
wall can no longer be valid as
the urban explosion resulting
from mass transportation and
building has given the city
much wider dimensions. With
the increase of speed in near
future to - 300 miles per hour,
it may be appropriate even
now to visualize a number of
cities linked as mainly as ur-
ban corridor and conuecting
various parts of a country or
continent. Inability to con-
trol thisexplosion with regards
to total environment can lead
acity to urban disaster and
the eifort for the city beautiful
can thus be lost in confusion

in the

meet their widely fluctuating
capital requirements. The co-
operative credit institutions
have managed to aitract about
40% ofall savings. In addi-
tion, they furnish capital to
various large industrial and
commercial cooperatives. It
is not only farmers who are
members of agricultural co-
operative credit societies and
this explains why there are
many more members than
there are independent farmers
and horticulturists, Farmers
and horticulturists have set up
various marketing coopera-
tives through which they sell
their aggregate agricultural
output; these organizations sell
on behalf of their members
fruit and vegetables, pigs and
other cattle for slaughter, eggs
and poultry, cereals and other
arable crops. Other products
may be processed by coopera-
tives before being marketed,
Important cooperative indus-
tries are the cooperative dairy,
sugar, potato starchand straw-
board factories and slaughter-
houses,

There are also cooperative
purchasing centres through
which farmerscan buyall kinds
of equipment and stores for
their businesses. - Some of the
raw and auxiliary materials
required by farmers, such as
fertilizers, compound feed-
stuffs, herbicides and pesti-
cides are manufactured by the
cooperative purchasing orga-
nizations themselves. There
is a separate cooperative fac-
tory for the production of fer-
tilizers, and various coopera-
tives in the sarvice sector as
well, such as a cooperative for
artificial insemination,  the
joint use of agricultural
machinery and equipment ; the
joint exploitation of storage
centres for arable crops, ete.

Nearly All Specialized

Nearly all the co-operatives
in Holland are specislized ;
only the purchasing co-opera-
tives have developed into
multi-purpose  organizations,
for they are becoming increas-
ingly concerned with the sell-
ing of arable crops and have
acquired interests in coopera-
tive poultry slaughterers, egg
marketiag societies and cattle

Neth

and chaos.

While this accentuation in
polarization bas thus given a
new meaning 1o urban environ-
ment, it has so far failed to
reduce the gap between pro-
duction and consumption. This
imbalance has not only given
rise to the colossal waste but

also created many absurditis§ ™

as appurtenant to urban catag-
trophe. A cityin a develop-
ing country isincapacitated by
more demand on consumption
with the phenomenal rise in
urban population, Thousands
migrate to a city but. not all
can b2 accommodated in pro-
per dwellings. Consequently
there may be as many slum
and pavement dwellers in a
city like Calcutta as there are
people appropriately housed,
A bus in the same city with a

capacity of 80 passengers car- .

ries on average a load of 200
Dassengers.

Besides the scarcity of food,
it is not unusual to find in this
([ Continued on page 6)

erl

ands—

marketing and meat process-
ing cooperatives.

The relative importance of
the cooperatives is reflected
not only in their membership
and share of the market bus
also in the substantial contri-
bution they have made to the
raising of the quality of agri-

cultural and horticultural pro-~

ducts by paying higher prices
for better qualities, by esta-
blishing and promoting con-
trol centres for animal feed-
stuffs and various agricultural
products and by setsing up
their own agricultural research
centres, the results of which
are passed on to the farming
community, togsther with
much valuable information
and advice. - The cooperatives
have done much to widen the
outlook and broaden the mind
of many farmers, especially of
those who are members of a
board of some cooperative, in
which funciion they are con-
fronted with problems beyond
the immediate confines of their
own farm businesses, In view
of the fact that our society is
becoming ever more complex
and cooperatives tend to in-
crease in size, more and more
of them are enlisting the servi-
ces of expert bodies.

All the cooperatives in a
certain sector combine to form
national organizations ‘some
of which act as wholesalers or
industrial undertakings on be-
half of the cooperatives of the
group. Others again may con-

fine their activities to provid--

ing services of a non-commer-
cial nature, but most of them
combine the two functions,
The credit cooperatives are
united in two central banks.

The National Cooperative
Board promotes the interests
of both agricultural coopera-
tives and consumer coopera-
tives in the Netherlands. It is
a non-commercial organisa-
tion which represents these co-
operatives in their dealings
with government, semi-govern-
ment bodies and various pri-
vate organisations. The Board
has issued a number of pukli-
cations in foreign lapguages
on the cooperative movement
in the Netherlands; its address
i8 3, Groenhovenstraat, 1he
Hague,

<ol
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(Continued from page 5)
city that water and electric
supplies are insufficient, sewer-
age and surface drainage sys-
tems are ineffective while faci-
cilies like telephones are hardly
available. Because of unhy-
gienic conditions, dilapidation
and obsolescence and also due

W~ =39 ghounding human misery,

ugliness in such environment
can only proliferate.

Scientific and technological
advancements, in recent years,
and consequent accentuation
on polarization have built up
a tremendous pressure for dev-
elopment and, in this wake,
the need of conservation for
many Indian cities has been
ignored. Ipstead of accelerat-
ing, this has actually retarded
the development process be-
cause of ecological imbalance.

1n addition, the legacy of
value systems for a traditional
continuity in the context of
conservation is largely forgot-
ten. As a result, the cities in
India built in this century have
queer assorted character with-
out the mind or appearance of
apything Indian. And some
of them are positively ugly.
Post - independence  develop-
ment in New Delhi is a typical
example.

Time and Place

For any traditional continu-
ity or prospective posterity,
time adds fourth dimension to
a city. A city is often an open
book for religious exuberance,
political success, cultural cli-
max, sociological heterogenei-
ty, economic diversity and
pliysical propensity and each
in turn and in course of time
has made a city beautiful.
This is true not only for Indian
cities but also for other cities
in the rest of the world. Thus
time becomes an important
factor in determining the for-
ces which not only contribute
to the mosaic of indigenous
pattern but also call for a
change in total environment
because of assimilation and
synthesis, scientific and tech-
nological advancement. So the
urban environment changes
and accordingly the concept of
city beautiful changes with the
passage of time.

Similarly important is place.

. Variation of local and regional

characteristics,—demographic,
ethnic, economic, physiogra-
phic, climatic etc., is apparent
from place to place. To what
extent the texture of a city is
imbued with tbis variant de-
termines its harmony for city
beautiful. If there is no such
variation, even for the use of
building material, a city is the
same, brick over brick, wher-
ever it may be located. Many
of the city extension schemes
carried out by the Public
Works Department of either
the Union or any State Gov-
ernment can be cited as typi-

cal examples,

New Delhi built in 1911-32
is the last city which is an edi-
fice of imperial rule. After
this, cities in India have not
been built to reflect the ego of
a ruler,—his supremacy over
those who are ruled. Not only
functional characteristics but
also the shift in design ap-
proach from nodality of monu-
mental buildings to the plan-
ning of jactivity-bound spaces
make this shift apparent in all
recent building of city. That
a city is now built for a com-
munity is emphasized by its
vitality pulsating with activi-
ties. Besides the diversity of
activities, an essential prerequi-
site of a democratic city is so-
cial satisfaction of living. This
can only be achieved by pro-

-viding opportunities of human

living to all—man or woman,
aged or young, rich or poor
and sophisticated or crude.

Absurdities leading a city to
confusion and chaos and thus
making it ugly are largely due
to many of our own failings to
provide these opportunities,—
design not merely for sophisti-
cated living but also forcrude
living and plan a city not
merely by decision but also to
accept those forces which
make planning by compulsion
imperative. For 30,000 pave-
ment dwellers in Calcutta liv-
ing has become a matter of
*do or die” ; they cannot pos-
gibly wait for the implementa-
tion of mapy ambitious sche-
mes proposed by the Calcutta
Metropolitan Planning Orga-
nisation or possibly tolerate
complete inaction by Calcutta
Municipal Corporation even
to provide minimum utilities
and services. A mud house
and not a two roomed apart-
ment equipped with bath and
toilet can at least give them
the status of human living.
But most of us are reJuctant to
accept that a mud house can
co-exist with the skyscrapers
in a metropolitan city. We
fail to realize that a mud house,
designed properly and sited in
adequate setting can be as
beautiful as those architectur-
ally glorified high-rise super
blocks of apartment. Because
of these dynamics and to re-
late part to the whole, for any
city beautiful total design bas-
ed on a concept is imperative.

Examples of City Beautiful

Yet, despite current confu-
sions India always had the
tradition of glorious archi-
tecture. It is glorious for its
continuity, richness, synthesis
and assimilation, achieved
over cqnturies. But, sadly,
this is not so with city planning
as one finds retrospectively
that there had never been a
long period of political stabi-
lity to start a big scale city
building.

( To be Continued )
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THE KURAL AND ITS
CONCEPT OF eDUCATION

The literature of any coun-
try, wriiten in any language,
is “the expression in memora-
ble poetry and prose, of the
life and character of the
people.”” Tamil literature is
no exception to this rule.
We find many works which
have with stood the challenge
of time and still flourish.
The Kural is one of those
masterpieces of Tamil lit-
erature and contaips some
of the highest and purest ex=
pressions of human thought’,
found in any language. Its
teachings are so popular that
it has been {translated into
most of the languages of the
world, coming behind only to
the Bible, the Koran and Das
Kapital in the number of
translations. From the earliest
days up tonow Kural has been
one of the most-quoted literary
works in Tamil. It has been
considered for centuries as
*“the ethical bible of the Tamil
people.”” Its teachings are so
widely accepted that it has
transcended the limits of the
land of its origin and has be-
come the property of not
merely the Tamils, but of the
world. They are not restricted
to a particular race or creed.
It is this nature of the Kural
which makes it acceptable to
every being in any part of the
globe.

An Ethical Work

It is not a religious treatise
but an ethical work dealing
with the conduct and character
of society. Even though the

While dealing with such diverse
topics, yet the poet maintains
the exqguisite beauty of poetry.
The book owes a great deal of
its popularity to its exquisite
poetic form. Itis aptly des-
cribed as *‘an apple of gold in
a network of silver.”

It is a matter for regret that,
in spite of all the research that
has been made, ivis still not
possible to fix the date of the
Kural with definite accuracy.
So many theories have been
put forward about its date
that it isnot eagy to arrive at
a conclusion. There are
scholars who date the Kural
as far back as the first century
A. D. if not earlier. At the
same time there is another
school of thought which refu-
tes this claim and states that
the Kural was composed dur-
ing the post-sangam period of
Tamil literature i.c. between
the third and the seventh cen-
turies A. D. It is impossible,
and not essential for our pur-
pose, to go into all the details
regarding the date of the work
in this short article. It is
enough to note that the Kural
was most probably composed
during the period 1—500 A.D.
The style and subject matter
of the work makes it quite
clear that it must have preced-
ed the age of the *saiva Nay-
anars’ and ‘Vaishnava Alvars’
known as the age of sectarian
revival which began in the
seventh century A. D.

_ Before analysing the educa-
tional thought as reflected in

by V. ARUMUGAM
Dept. of Education, University of Ceylon,

book was written during an
early period, the teachings still
hold good and can be applied
as effectively as any modern
thought in any field. The
name Kural is derived from
the type of verse used in its
composition. Itis composed
in the couplet form which was
most probably chosen for its
brevity and clarity. These
couplets are models of “ter-
seness and vividness™, expres-
sing briefly and concisely the
truth they seek to convey. The
ideas put forward are so pro-
found in their magnitude that
the work is described as “a
semi-perforated mustard seed,
into which the poet has poured
the contents of the seven seas.”
The entire book is made up of
1330 couplets divided into
133 chapters, each chapter
containing ten verses. In ad-
dition, the book is divided
into three parts—Righteous-
ness (¢ ntb) Wealth (@uim s 6ir)
and Love (&mwib). The first
part has two sections dealing
with the life of the house holder
( @eewmaiwev ) and the life
of an ascetic ( sy paspafure ).
Here the poet deals with the
various aspects of life and the
precepts which one has to
follow in leading an exemplary
life. In the second part are
included teachings on the or-
ganisation and rule of so-
ciety, and the political, eco-
nomic and social foundations
of society. This includes
three sections—the Prince
( Sy Swev ), the members of
the Body Politic (o@s
efwer ), and Miscellaneous
(@ 9we ). The third part
dealing with love is again
subdivided into two sections—
secret marriage ( seraiwey )
and chastity (spldwe ),

]

the book it is worthwhile to
note briefly the nature and
character of the man to whom
the authorship of the book is
asecribed, Valluvar, is the
name by which he is known
to us., The prefix “Thiru’
denoting greatness is affixed
to the name in view of the
great esteem he was held in,
Due to the lack of definite
knowledge of his name he was
referred to by the name of the
caste into which he is supposed
to have been born. Valluvar
is the name denoting a person
belonging to a caste of drum-
beaters who performed the
task of announcing the royal
decrees. There are many
stories about his birth and
life. The story goes that he
was born at Mylapore to a
brahmin (Bagavan) and a so-
called low-caste woman (Athi).
He is supposed to have mar-
ried a “Vellala® woman named
Vasuki, There are many
stories about their married life
aimed at depicting the chastity
and loyalty of the wife. There
iseven a poem, ascribed to
Valluvar, wherein her virtues
are extolled in glowing terms.
Whatever his birth be, Valluvar
was able to rise above all the
petty differences of caste and
creed and produce a book of
high moral values. His teach-
ings are universal, and embody
everything that is good in
human life so much so that he
is claimed as one of theirs by
almost every religion associat-
ed with India. It is impossi=
ble to confine him to any par-
ticular sect. He preached a
belief in the oneness of reli-
gion and God. It embraces
all the good aspects in every
religion thereby opening the
way for the rival claims. The

only thing that can be safely
said is that he wasa man of
high moral and ethical values,
an essentially human soul, and
in daily touch with the ordin=-
ary things of life.

Education is dealt with
mainly in four chapters inclu-
ded in the second part of the
book—the one on wealth. But
these are not the only places
where Valluvar makesreference
to learning. For example,
there are references to educa-
tion and true knowledge in the
chapters on “In praise of the
Lord” (ch.1) and **Realisation
of the Truth” (ch. 36). But it is
in the four chapters on
“Learning,”” *““The neglect of
learping’” **Oral Instructions™,
and “Knowledge’ (ch. 40-43)
that the subject is dealt with
at some length, Here we are
able to see the type of educa-
tion considered as the most
suitable by the sage. Even
though education is treated
here in the light of its specific
importance to the Ruler, the
poet does not confine himself,
por does he address his re-
marks, only to the Prince.
They are made in a broad
manner so that they are equal-
ly applicable to the common
man. From a perusal of these
chapters we are able to get at
least a glimpse of the import-
ance, the aims, contents, and
methods of education which
Valluvar had in mind.

The Crown

The importance of education -
is stressed by the author toa
very great extent. He does
this by showing the greatness
of the learned as well as the
harms of beingilliterate, From
a purely materialistic point of
view, wealth is often regarded
as the gateway to power, pros-
perity and fame. But for
Valluvar education is:.the only
treasure that can never be
destroyed or found wanting.
In comparison to this all
other worldly possessions fade
into insignificance (40: 10).
The same theme is emphasised
when the poet says in reference
to “Oral lostruction”.

“The most precious of
treasures is the treasure of
the ear, verily it is the
crown of all kinds of
wealth,” (42:1)

According to Indian philos-
ophy of life the soul does not
cease to exist with death,
There is rebirth after that and
most of the writings stress the:
need for good deeds as a safe-
guard against the possibility
of a low birth in the next one.
Valluvar goes even further
when he says that the learning.
which a man acquires in this-
birth will exalt him even in
his seventh reincarnation. A
man of learning is respected:
not only in the place of his
birth but anywhere and every-
where he goes. He is not
mersly the citizen of a parti-
cular kingdom br country, but-
of the world at large. When
the poet says “Everywhere is-
his home to the learned man,
and everywhere his native
land” (40:7) this idea is
brought out lucidly. This re-
minds us of the philosophy
expressed in. “Purananooru’™
a Tamil work belonging to:
the Sangam period of Tamil
literature where it says “All
the world is our country and:
all are our kinsmen.” A
learned man feels at home:
wherever he goes because he:

( Continued on page 7)
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is respected and honoured by
all,. Human birth is one
which should be made the
best use of. Those humans
who are not learned are of no
use. Their life is just a no-
minal one which is of no
worth. The author brings this
out very forcibly by the use of
an apt simile. '

“Unlettered men are
like alkaline soil

Their existence is worth-
less and nominal,” (41:6)

The alkaline soil is complet-
ely barren and is of no use for
cultivation, Whatever one
tries to plant there will not
bear fruit. Similarly, the ex-
istence of a human being who
is not educated is just a nomi-
nal one.

Even the eyes are brought
in when the poet emphasises
the importance of learning.
The eyes of the illiterate are
but two sore spots. Only the
litérate can be said to possess
eyes (40:3). A man should be
able to understand the true
significance of things he comes
across. For this it is not
enoughif he has mere eyesight.
On the contrary, he needs a
discerning sight which he can-
not acquire in any other way
than by learning. That is

.why the poet says that the eyes

of the illiterate are nothing but
sore spots for they are of no
use without learning.

The objective of education
for Valluvar is the inculcation
of lofty moral values. Through-
out the book we find moral
values being extolled. It is
not enough if one learns.
‘Whatever one learns must be
learnt thoroughly and should
be put into practice, Here
we are able to see a certain
amount of pragmatism. The
poet has no use for mere
theoretical knowledge which is
just stored up in some coroer
of the mind. It should be of
use and the use which he has
in mind is the one which will
help all humans to lead a
The
Kural says *Acquire a sound
knowledge of things that
should be learnt, and then act
accordingly.” (40:1). This is
further emphasised in the
second verse of the chapter on

“**Knowledge” (ch. 43).

Education does not stop
with that. It should also
cultivate in the individual
good, gentlemanly habits. A
learned man will be always
considerate of the others and
be humble in his dealings with
his fellow human beings. For
one to achieve such a cultured
frame of mind, he must have
a deep and profound educa-
tion. sy listening to the ex-
positions of learned men one
develops humility of self which
is not to be found in mere
learning  (42:9); The true
mark of a learned man lies in

+the way of approach towards

others. In this we can see a
parallel with the Graeco-
Roman concept of education
where it was considered as an
instrugient for building up
_good, gentlemanly habits.

Like the Grandear of
Clay Images

The purpose of education
«does not stop with this. It
-should also enable the indi-
vidual to live in society asa
-useful member of that society.
Speaking of knowledge, Vallu-
“var says ‘“The man of true

knowledge understands how
the world moves, and moves
accordingly” (43:6). If an
individual does not have the
ability to understand the ways
of the world and adjust him-
self to suit it he will be a mis-
fit in society. This is known
as education for citizenship
and is one of the most import-
ant social aspects of education.
Learning should also make
one’s mind penetrating, lofty,
and rich with information. In
the seventh couplet of the
chapter on *“Neglect of Learn-
ing” the poet states that *“the
size and personality of a man
who is externallv grand but
has not an intellect improved
by learning is like the grand-
eur of large clay images made
beautiful with coloured paste.”
This is in keeping with the
theory of the training of the
mind.

But the ultimate objective
of education according to the
Kural is the reslisation of the

Lord. The Kural asks “Of
what avail is all thy learning
if thou worship not the holy
feet of Him of the perfect in-
telligence 7 (1 :2). This reli-
gious aspect of education is
emphasised by almost every
oriental writing, This is also
reflected in the educational
philosophy of Mahatma Gan-
dhi according to whom the
highest aim of education isa
knowledge of God and self-
realisation.

When we consider the con-
tents of education we find that
Valluvar advocates the study
of “numbers” and “letters”.
The reference to ‘“‘numbers”
and *“letters” comes in the sec-
ond verse of the chapter on
“Learning” (Ch. 40). The cou-
plet says “ ‘numbers' and ‘let-
ters’ are like two eyes to human
life”. These two were obvi-
ously the base on which the
educational structure was built
up. Hers we see a parallel
with the modern theory that
“language and mathematics
are the two essential instru-
ments which form the basis of
all education’., Language is
of use in fcommunicating with
one another and in understand-
ing the thoughts handed down
by our fore-fathers. Mathe-
matics is needed “for perform-
ing quick, far-reaching, and
fruitful operations on the
world around”. There is also
the interpretation that “num-
bers” include all the sciences
and “letters’” the arts, Itis
interesting to note the simile
which the poet uses to denote
the importance of the subjects.
They are compared to the eyes.
Just as the eyes are of prime
importance 1o man so are the
subjects. In this context an
interpretation given to the
said couplet by Mr. C. Raja-
gopalachari, the eminent Ta-
mil scholar, is very enlighten-
ing. He interprets the term
“human life” (esmrepth 2 ufrt)
as expressing the universality
of the need for literacy,

The learning envisaged was
80 broad and deepi that it was
described as one that gives
“penetrating, lofty and rich
knowledge®, It is also des-
cribed as knowledge which
gives one prior knowledge of
what is to befall later on (43:
7,9). This can be taken as
reflecting the wide knowledge
gained in worldly affairs, Only
one versed in worldly wisdom
will be able to safeguard him-

self from unforeseen perils
that might befall him. Yet,
one is also tempted to conjec-
ture whether this reference
could be interpreted as imply-
ing the study of subjects like
astrology.

A Staff to Lean Upon

The methods of transmitting
knowledge were two-fold—
Learning (sevaf) and Oral In-
struction (@seirad). The first
one is the system where one
acquires knowledge by study.
In the second one, knowledge
is acquired by listening to the
teachings and expositions of
learned men. This was a major
aspect ofeducation in the early
Tamil society. Together these
two express the complete ac-
complishment of a learned
man. Learning must be a
thorough one (40:1). Even
if one is not learned, he could
gain some knowledge if he
listensto the expositions of the
learned. It is described as *a
staff to lean upon when beset
with weakness” (42 : 4),

The main emphasis is on
deep and penetrating study.
“Study brings knowledge in
proportion to the labour bes-
towed, even as water o0ozes
into the sand-pit in the river-
bed in the measure of the dig-
ging” (40:6). The author
stresses the importance of the
ability to distinguish between
the true and the false in one’s
quest of knowledge. This is
made clear in the fifth verse of
the chapter on “The realisa-
tion of the truth” (ch. 36) and
the third verse of the chapter
on “Knowledge’ (ch. 43).

Though Valluvar does not
specifically state so, we have
to infer from his references
that the “Guru Sishya® tradi-
tion was followed in impart-
ing knowledge. This was the
tradition which was in vogue
in ancient times and the refer-
ences in the Kural strengthen
this belief. The very fact that
oral instruction was accepted
as a part of education shows
that the students gained know-
ledge by listening to learned
men. In thechapter on “Learn-
ing” the Kural says;

“The seeker of knowledge
must stand before the learn-
ed even as a man in want
stands before the rich giver,
eager and trembling. He
who is proud and does not
care to undergo this must
remain  ignorant and is
doomed to inferiority in
life” (40 : 5).

This is a reflection of the
“Guru  Sishya” tradition in
which the student humiliates
himself in the presence of the
teacher. This tradition flour-
ished for a long time in the
Tamil country, even after the
advent of the Western mode
of learning.

The education thusacquired
gives a man pride of place in
society. The contrast bet-
ween the learned and an illi-
terate man is very sharp. The
learned man, though he might
not have worldly wealth, pos-
sesses everything for the sharp
intellect will be an instrument
which could give him wealth
and fame. As other shingscan
be acquired if one has the in-
tellect, a discriminating mind
is the greatest of possessions
(43: 10). The illiterate, though
he might have wealth, actually
has nothing for wealth is some-
thing which is very unstable.
in addition he might not be

able to protect his wealth,
Further, education gives a
man social recognition, In a
caste conscious society, the
Kural goes on to state ““The
unlettered though born ina
higher social class are inferior
in status to those who though
born low have acquired learn-
ing” (41:9). Here we see
education shown performing
the function of social mobility.
Learning gives greater honour
and status than caste.

In keeping with its tradition
of lofty ideals, the Kural for-
mulates an ideal concept of
edlgcation. As Albert Sch-
weitzer pointed out, the philo-
sophy of life enunciated by the

A L R

The Kural and its Concept of Education

Kuralis a positive one. Though
it is not possible to translate
all the ideals of Valluvar in
terms of modern educational
thought, yet we cannot but
wonder at the enlightened
theory he had on the aims and
functions of education. Though
formulated approximately fif-
teen centuries ago they hold
good even now. It is such
ever-green ideals which make
the Kural a book of everlast-
ing value, As long as men
love virtue and esteem good-
ness, the Kural will “be treas-
ured as one of the literary and
ethical masterpieces of the
world”,

FIXED DEPOSITS

and 43% respectively.

interest’payable will be 43%.

PAWN BROKING

is allowed.

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
21% and 31% respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the rate of 3% is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 4% for the month in which there
is a minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/- or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 31%.

_ Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches,
of interest charged is 10% and Repayment by Instalments

Branches : _
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—Point Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office :
E'% MAIN STREET, JAFFMNA,

The rate

EARN AN EASY
RS, 150/~ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Epreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs, Pillow Cases,
“\  Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

Available in lovely designs and enchanting colours at

daffna Go-operative Textile
' Societies Union,

10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA.

Services in Eravurpattu,

Eravurpattu M.P.C.S. Union Lid.,
! Chenkaladi

We are ;—Agenis of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Lid.
' » » Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.
» 1 Peopie’s Bank in Pawn Broking,
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government.

Wholesale and retail dealess in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

Phone 28 Eravur.
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Allow Existing Societies to
- Catry :On, Say. Delegates.

Allow ‘existing registered
textile societies to carry on as
they are, without interfering
in their workiog as independ-
ent units.

This was the opinion of the
delegates present at the con-
ference convened to consider
the registration of Handloom
Weaving Centres. They also
suggested that the large pri-
mary should not be registered.

The majority of the dele-
gates also stated that the sug-
gestion to attach the new
centres to the MPCS of the
area was not feasible and
would not be helpful to the
workers. However it was
pointed out that if the workers
in the new centres and the
members of the MPCS agreed
that the MPCS should take
over the new centies, action
could be pursued on those
lines.

The delegates suggested that
the existing registered socicties
be permitted to enlarge

their area of operation em-
bracing the adjoining villages
so that the new Centres in
these villages could be absorb-
ed. However, they did not
want thisto be insisted upon:
the decision to enlarge the
area of operation should be
left to the members. They
welcomed the formation of
new societies for the new
Centres provided they did not
fall into any of the above
categories.

Mr. David de Silva ACCD
(R.D. & 8.1.), addressing the
delegates, said if there were
larger, stronger societies, they
could not only cut down over-
head expenses but also em-
bark on more ambitious
schemes. It had been suggest-
ed that for a society. 1o be
economically viable, it should
have 150 looms,with 15 centres,
But there was no hard-and-fast
rule about this. Iy was for
members to decide how big
the unit and the area of op-
eration should be.

Business Efficiency Not the
Only Criterion

Cooperative  principles
should not be sacrificed for the
sake of business efficiency, said
Mr. R. Rajaratnam, President
NDCEF, inaugurating the Semi-
nar of the Vali West MPCS
Union. He said that there was
now a tendency to pay greater
attention to economic viability
than to cooperative aspects,
The stress was on concentra-
tion: larger but fewer socie-
ties. In Denmark and other
countries, societies were being
amalgamated to form larger
units, While conceding that
this would lead to greater eco-
nomic viability, Mr. Rajarat-
nam said that it would not
suit Ceylonese conditions.

Dr. K. Gengatharampillai,
President, welcoming the dele-
gates said that Cooperation
had played and was playing an
important role in national
development.

Development Plans

Every cooperative, stressed
Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam, Addl.
" Govt. Agent, should draw up
a plan of development geared
1o the needs of the area. Only
then could they serve the com-
munity well. Pointing out that
the Government had entrusted
the Movement with heavy res-
ponsibilities, he said it was
therefore vitally necessary that
societies function efficiently.
He warned that unless loans
taken under the New Agricul-
tural Credit Scheme were re-
paid, the Bank would refuse
to give cultivation loans next
time,

Mr. P.Coomaraswamy, AC
CD Jaffna West, suggested
that Seminars should be held
in each village so that coop-
erative education could be-
come widespread ; this would
also help to eliminate many
problems.

Meretheoretical knowledge,
said Mr. K. S. Ponnuthurai
SAC (NR), would be a sterile
thing unless members applied
it to their societies, and lived
according to the principles
they had learmt. He stressed
that no progress was possible
except through Ceoperation.
He appealed to Committee
members of societies to visit
the homes of defaulters and

persuade them to repay their
loans. He also suggested that,

wherever possible, societies
pay an incentive bonus to
employees.

Mr. A. Sivasithamparam,
ACAS, said that they should
not rest content with talking
about principles but, more
important, put them into
action. He advised societies
to go all out to recover loans,
They should also do their best
to increase production by pro-
viding enough fertilisers,
weedicides and insecticides.

Self-Supporting

Mr. R. C. S, Cooke, Vice-
President, NDCF, stressed
that every cooperative institu-
tion should become self-sup-
porting by building up its
Savings Schemes, If this had
been done earlier, with societ-
ies serving as rural banks, they
could have saved lakhs of
rupees and would not have
had to depend on outside help.
Every society should fix annual
targets for Savings, turnover
etc.

He suggested that societies
should set up Development
Committees to draw up De-
velopment projects for the
area. He pointed out that
lack of proper understanding
and coordination had led to a
‘them’ and ‘us’ feeling in the
cooperative sector., They
should take immediate steps
to eradicate this.

Mr, K. Nesiah said that a
social philosophy was neces-
sary for the development of
a nation. For instance, the
Ceylon Cooperative Move-
ment had suffered because of a
lack of a coherent philosophy :
it was a scissors and paste
job. Dwelling on the paral-
lels between the Declaration
of Human Rights and Coop-
erative Principles, he said both
were closely inter-connected.
Instead of people voting their.
representatives to Parliament
directly once in every 5 years
(mere arithmetical democracy)
he said it would be more in
keeping with the democratic
process if they adopted the
procedure followed in form-
ing secondary societies which
consisted of delegates from

Society to Embark

on New Venture

The Jafina Malayalam To-
bacco Coop. Sales Society
Ltd. which was Janguishing
after the Malayalam Tobacco
trade was stopped, is to get a
fresh lease of life. The Society
now proposes to undertake the
manufacture of beedies. Al-
ready it has received 5000 lbs.
of wrapper leaves from the
All Ceylon Beedi Manufactur-
ers’ Association, and will be-
gin production shortly,

At a Special General Meet-
ing of the Society held re-
cently, the President, Mr. R,
C. S. Cooke, pointed out that
this new venture would not
only give new life to the so-
ciety but also help the beedi
tobacco growers of the region.
He said that the Society was
prepared to employ the child-
ren of members to wrap
beedies, provided they had
experienee. Later on when
business expanded, the society
proposed to hold demonst-
ration classes to train people
in beedi wrapring.

Mr. V. Canagasabai ACCD
Jaffna East, said it was grati-
fying to note that members
were taking an interest in the
welfare of the society, He
was confident that the new
yenture would flourish,

The members unanimously
endorsed the decision to under-
take beedi manufacture and
also passed the MCL of Rs.
1 lakh. A proposal to change
the name of the Society was
put off for further consider-
ation.

CELEBRATIONS AT
ERLALAI

Erlalai celebrated Coop Day
on a grand scale. Mr. S. Sin-
nathurai presided over the
celebrations.

Mr. V. R. Murugesu, Presi-
dent, Erlalai South Coop
Credit Union explained how
the movement had helped to
uplift the farmer,

Mr. M. Subramaniam, Ce-
op Inspector, stressed theneed
for Savings Schemes. Multi-
purpose societies should be
in a position to grant loans to
members from their own funds,
without having to depend on
outside help, he said.

The celebrations concluded
with the staging of a drama
based on Cooperation.

POSITION HAS
IMPROVED

The Islands MPCS Union
which suffered a loss of Ras.
24,472/65 last year, has made
a net profit of Rs. 786/53 this
time, despite a fall in the turn-
over owing to the scarcity of
consumer goods.

The 23rd Annual Report of
the Union states that it’s hop-
ing to set up a power-loom
unit soon.

Mr.P.Kathiravelu,J P.,,UM,
was re-elected President of the
Islands MPCS Union, and Mr.
V. Subramaniam was elected
Vice-President.

primary societies. This struc-
tural change would make poli-
tical bodies incarnations of
the community. He stressed
that cooperatives should take
an active interest in the
general development of their
areas.

Gooperation Older Than The
- (ooperative Movemenf

Cooperation is older than
the Cooperative Ivlovement,
observed Mr. N. Coomara-
swamy, President, Thinevelly
MPCS, speaking at the Co-
operative Day celebrations
held under the patronage of
the Jaffna MPCS Union.

He went on to say that Co-
operation was not something
new to them ; though the name
was new to them, they had
known its substance from an-
cient times. This cooperative
spirit was evident in every as-
pect of life in the village: wed-
dings, funerals, farming etc.
Thus it could be said without
exaggeration that Cooperation
was in the very blood of the
Jaffna man.

Explaining the symbolism
of the rainbow flag, Mr. R.
C. 8. Cooke, Vice-President
NDCF, said that it signified
unity in diversity and vice-
versa. He added that it was be-
cause Thinevelly had a co-
operative background that the
Thinevelly MPCS was doing
so well, and served the needs
of the people of the area.

Quoting Gandhiji’s dictum
that Socialism could begin
only with the first socialist,
Mr. K. Nesiah remarked that
gimilarly Cooperation could
only develop in an area where
there were genuine cooper-
ators.

Mot Kept Pace

He pointed out that Ceylon
had not kept pace with the
rapid changes—so:ial, econo-
mic and technological—of the
20th century. Both at national
and village level, there were
deep cleavages and divisions.
What existed now was a voting
democracy, not a participating
democracy. @ He wanted a
genuine people’s government
— janasakthi not rajsakthi.
Only then would it be genuine
democratic socialism.

He stressed that Cooper-
ation was the ideal instrument
for making the community
more of a community : at vill-
age, regional, national and
international levels. Empha-

sising the need for a plan of
development for the area, he
said that the Cooperative
Movement should have wider
perspectives than those of
mere business. It should have
as its aim the realisation of
bhuman dignity.

Mr. V. Canagasabai ACCD
Jaffna East, appealed to the
members to be prepared to
make any sacrifice for their
society. Everyone should feel
that the society was his and
should regard Cooperation as
a way of life. They should
realise that in unity lay
strength.

The Best Way

Mr. K. Paramothayan, Prin-
cipal, Cooperative Training
School, Jaffna, said thas while
one could look at ~ociety from
different angles, perhaps the
best way of tracing the eyos
lution of society and social
ideals was through poets ’eyes.
Poets, as it were, mirrored this
evolution. It was remarkable
how the same ideals were ex-
pressed at different times by
different poets: it was this
consistency of vision which
united poets of different lands.
As examples, he cited John
Dounne’s No Man Is an Island
and the Sangam poet’s as-
sertion All the world’s my
home and all men my kinsmen.
Referring to Edwin Mark= .
ham’s The Man With The
Hoe, he said that Bharathi’s
Karumputh Thottathinile struck
a similar chord. Both these
poets had spotlighted the
plight of the dispossessed and
the social misery that was
rampant.

The problem that faced
society today was how to
eradicate these diseases. That
was where Cooperation came
in. It was the only answer to
the problems facing society
today, because it was based
on the concepts of human
freedom and dignity. Only
through Cooperation could we
bring about a radical change
in society, completely elimi-
nating social inequalities.

Address :

"‘J" Retail Shop at :

JAFFNA M.P.C.S, UNION LTD.

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised distributors for !

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jafina.

15/1, Power House Road, Jafina.

VAL

Phone : 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites 2nd
Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd,, Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram : “*Yarlanion?. {

Printed by Nicholas James at St. Joseph's Catholic Press, Main
Street, Jaffna and published by the Northern Uivision Co-opesasis e
Pederation Ltd., Main Street, jaffoa.  15-7-1968
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