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AMUTHA SURABHI
FOOD BAR

FOR ALL KINDS OF SOUTH INDIAN
& SRl LANKAN FOOD & SNACKS

DINE IN, TAKE AWAY OR HOME DELIVERY
(Addl. Charges apply)
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS

Tel: (02) 9748 1841, 9748 0990 (H)
131-133 Parramatta Road, Auburn N.S.W. 2144
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Busmess Letterheads ‘
21 EDWIN STHEEI'

REGENTS PARK Cards Envelopes
NSW 2143

in addition to our instant printing - to enhance
your invitation cards and business stationery -
we are introducing new Services:

b bt AR
Self-Adhesive Address Labels ) [EECEN Wi ot

: ; i00labels | $35 | $55
Personalise your mail, books and
o business stationery. Ideal as a gift! 1000 labels | $55 | $80 | ©

9743 9594 MOBILE: 014 603 237

PHONE/FAX:

Proudly sponsored by
University of Sydney Union
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TH U RAI RAJAH
SOLICITOR

THE CHAMBERS

LEVEL 11, 370 PITT STREET, SYDNEY NSW 2000
APPOINTMENTS CALL: (02) 9267 8810

< Administrative Law

+ Business Agreements

+ Banking / Finance
< Bankruptcy

+ Commercial Leases
# Criminal Matters

4 Corporation Law

% Debts / Insolvency
# Environment Law

« Immigration Problems
& Public Liability Claims
+ Personal Injuries &
Damage Claims
« Power of Attorney
« Real Estate Sales & Purchases
<+ Small Business Advice
«» Traffic Offences
+ Trade Practices Law

+ Wills Probates & Estate Claims
« Workers Compensation

«Family Law
+ General Legal Advice

When it comes to bigorig a prperty do not make a move
without a solicitor. Conveyancing is much more than paper work!

We advise we negotlate we prepare and arrange court
proceedings for all areas of litigation.

Immigration Agent No. 53030.
We accept instructions and offer complete migration service.

APPOINTMENTS cALL: (02) 9634 1170
40 COUNTY DRIVE, CHERRYBROOK NSW 2126
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Dear Editor,

I have enclosed a letter written to me by
Sanchayan anna which may be of use to
others. If you feel the same you may
publish it with his permission.

Thanks,
Vasantharini

Quiren) yeor
02.05.98
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Tamil?
What’s Tamil?
Who’s Tamil?
Why Tamil?
by Puttu

A few weeks ago, a function was held in
Homebush where the invited guests were
given the opportunity to find out more about
the Tamil people and the Tamil community
in Australia. The program was designed
primarily for non-Tamils and included pa-
pers on “The Tamil People”, “The Tamil Lan-
guage”, “Tamil Literature” and “Tamil Cul-
ture”. Although | was familiar with most of
the fundamentals being covered, | found
the various papers very interesting and
thought-provoking. They were interesting
because of the historical material they cov-
ered but they were thought-provoking be-
cause their content and context raised a
number of very intriguing issues.

Common to each paper was one funda-
mental concept — Tamil. Listening to the pre-
senters that evening, | started to wonder
what the word Tamil really meant. Sure,
there is a language called Tamil. There are
Tamil people all over the world. Many of
these people share a Tamil culture. They
may even eat Tamil food. Tamil this, Tamil
that. Sydney University Tamil Society. Tamil
Mulakkam. Tamil Sports Club. Tamil mov-
ies. Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. The
word Tamil is everywhere | look but how
many of us have a clear idea about what
exactly it means. What does it mean to be
Tamil, to speak Tamil or to eat Tamil food? |
accept that there is a language called Tamil
but what | speak at home or, for that matter,
what is spoken in many Tamil movies to-
day, is some weird hybrid better called
Tamglish.

Who is a Tamil? Being a Tamil is by no
means straightforward. The Tamil commu-
nity is a very diverse one.There are Chris-
tian Tamils, Hindu Tamils, Muslim Tamils,
Tamils devoted to SaiBaba, atheist Tamils
and even Tamils who don't really have a
religion but go to the temple to socialise.
There are Indian Tamils and Sri Lankan
Tamils; Jaffna Tamils, Batticaloa Tamils,
Colombo Tamils and up-country Tamils;
Tamils born in Australia, Tamils who have
lived in Australia for a long time and Tamils
who have come recently to Australia; Brah-
min Tamils and non-Brahmin Tamils; there
non-Tamil speaking Tamils and Tamil-only
speaking Tamils.

Nowhere in the world do Tamil people live
as asovereign nation. In India, Sri Lanka,
Malaysia, Singapore and South Africa
there are significant minority Tamil
populations but in these countries the
Tamil identity is compromised by a
broader national identity. Thus, when
many Tamil people born in Sri Lanka are
asked who they are, they will answer “Sri
Lankan”. Likewise, the Tamil migrant
populations in places like Australia,
Canada, the US and the UK face similar
issues as they negotiate an identity in their
new homes. | can relate to this extra di-
mension very well. | was born in Sri Lanka.
On my birth certificate it says that my
“Race” is “Tamil". Does this mean that |
am Tamil? Or Sri Lankan? Or, since Aus-
tralia is my new home, am | still Tamil? Or
am | now Australian or Australian-Tamil
or Tamil-Australian or Australian-Eelam
Tamil or Sri Lankan-Australian or some-
thing else? Will | become less Tamil as
time goes on? Will my children be Tamil?

For a product to be allowed to wear the
label "Made in Australia”, it must pass
some stringent tests about its origin and
the origin of its component parts. Yet, there
are no tests for who is or isn’t Tamil. | think
the easiest answer to the question of who
is a Tamil is to say “anyone who is born to
Tamil parents”, But, is this enough? | know
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many people of my age who live in Syd-
ney who were born to Tamil parents who
wouldn't have the faintest idea about be-
ing Tamil. Maybe being Tamil is a state of
mind. But, this too, poses problems. Does
this mean that anyone who says that they
are Tamil is automatically Tamil?

Richard Lewontin, the famous Harvard bi-
ologist, estimates that about 85% of all
possible genetic variation amongst human
population can be seen within any one "ra-
cial" group. That is, around 85% of all pos-
sible differences in things like skin colour,
height, weight, and intelligence occurs say
within the Tamil community. A further 8%
difference is found between “racial’ groups
that are similar (like the Tamils and other
sub-continental peoples) and another 7%
between very different groups (such as
Dravidians and Chinese). This means that
an overwhelming majority of all possible
natural difference exists within our com-
munity’s genetic pool. Not only does this
show that, as a group, we are not very dif-
ferent genetically from say the Sinhalese
or the Malayalis but that two Tamils are just
likely to show vast genetic variation as a
Tamil and an European. Where does this
leave our definition of acommunity? Once
again, maybe being Tamil is just a state of
mind; maybe what really makes us differ-
ent from others is our culture.

But culture is a constructed concept and is
constantly changing. Groups of human
beings conjure up and continuously ne-
gotiate their common values, beliefs, pri-
orities, morals and culture. There is noth-
ing certain or universal about any culture,
let alone Tamil culture. Not every Tamil
holds the same beliefs or shares the same
culture nor will those beliefs or culture re-
main stagnant. Even the clothes (from Sari
to salwar kameez to jeans) we wear and
the food we eat (from ultra-hot mutton curry
to mild chicken curry to McDonalds) are
open to change. So, where does being
Tamil fit into this picture? Again, | can re-
late to this dilemma very well. When | think
about it there is little about my life that is

uniquely or consistently Tamil. | rarely wear
vershti-saalvai, am really not familiar with
Tamil music or dance, cannot tolerate very
hot and spicy food, have no idea what caste
| am (or what anybody else is) and do not
read Tamil books or magazines. Am | still
Tamil?

Unfortunately, | cannot answer that ques-
tion or any of the others | have posed. How-
ever, | can present some initial thoughts
on them based on my experience and ob-
servations, | think that sthnicity, like many
other aspects of personality, is very much
a product of self-definition. One is Tamil
basically if they choose to identify them-
selves as Tamil. There may also need to be
a degree of social sanctioning of “what is
Tamil" and who can be Tamil. That is, you
are Tamil if you choose to identify yourself
as Tamil and if you're accepted as such in
the communities you are part of..

| suppose the basic point being made here
is that we must question what being Tamil
means to us. | believe that this process of
introspection about one's identity is very
beneficial. Sorting out who we are and why
we are who we are is very important.
Equally important though is a recognition
that there is no set Tamil identity and that
being Tamil is what we want it to be.

Having thought a lot about these issues
myself, | find that | cannot deny my
Tamilness - the things | consider to be part
of being Tamil. | accept that | am not onfy
Tamil and that | am not always Tamil. Nev-
ertheless, | have actively taken up being
Tamil. In the end, for me, being Tamil is a
very spiritual choice. As | have mentioned
before, | can choose to locate myself at
any point within a cacophony of identity-
shaping influences. But for me at the core
of my identity lies Tamil. | am not always
sure what it means but | know for certain
that that's what | am.

Being Tamil is also a very political choice.
As a Tamil of Sri Lankan origin who has
lived nearly three quarters of my life over-
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seas, my Tamilness is all that | have tocling
to. The Sri Lankan government chose to
identify me (from birth) as a Tamil in a "multi-
ethnic” country and not as just a Sri Lankan
regardless of “race". Today, Sri Lanka
means very little to me. | am a member of
the world-wide Tamil community, what
someone has recently called a “trans-state
nation”.

Being a “Tamil” is not the beginning nor
and of being. Any individual is the locus of
hundreds of influences. Some of us may
choose to blindly accept or deny our
Tamilness. | don't think either position is
preferable. Instead, we should cast our
mind as individuals and as a community to
the question of what it means to be Tamil,
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REVIEW : “The Smile of Murugan”
By Ana Pararajasingham

“The Smile of Murugan” is Michael Wood's
account of his South Indian journey by
bus from Chidamparam to India's
Southernmost tip—Cape Commarin. This
was a trip right across the land described
by Marco Polo as the “most splendid prov-
ince in the world" . In the Author's words "/t
is the story of a journey through the land-
scape-physical, mental, imaginal of the
Tamil Universe, one of the last -perhaps
the last- of the classical civilisations to sur-
vive to the end of the twentieth century.”

The book, however, is much more than a
travel book. In fact, it provides quite acom-
prehensive portrayal of the history and
culture of the Tamils and is devoid of the
judgemental tone employed by some
westerners when writing about the “third
world”. On the contrary, the author's ap-
proach to the politics, humour and religious
beliefs of Tamils, and his admiration for
the ancient Tamil culture is refreshing.

Wood's picture is quite the antidote to the
censorious account provided V S Naipaul
of his travels within India (“India: A
Wounded Civilisation" and “India, A Mil-
lion Mutinies Now") which is replete with
cynicism and judgement. Whereas
Naipaul's account makes depressing read-
ing despite his brilliant prose, Wood's bril-
liance lies in his remarkable ability to in-
corporate discussions on subjects as di-
verse as history, architecture and religion,
within the confines of atravel book. Con-
sider for instance the way in which he de-
scribes the temple architecture of the
Tamils. This is what he has to say about a

temple in Madurai “The temple forms a
rectangle about 850x 750 fest on its long-
est sides, so it is by no means the largest
of southern shrines, but inside is the final
barogue flowering of the Dravidian style
and whose origins lie in the seventh-cen-
tury shore temple at Mahabalipuram... In-
side you enter a labyrinth of corridors
around the shrines, monolithic sculpted
granite columns thirty feet high, with huge
stepped overhanging brackets to carry the
roof, many of the columns highly sculpted
into the form of monsters and capped with
snapping heads of mythical beasts. Lead-
ing off the shrines are many sub-shrines,
including the thousand-pillared hall built
in 1572 which is no longer used for wor-
ship now. About 250 fest square , it has
985 granite pillars brilliantly carved with
mythological figures. A wide central nave
leads to a shrine of the dancing Siva, with
vistas down the full length of the hall."

His grasp of the continuos history that con-
nects the Tamil people of today with those
from the classical era shows an amazing
insight and understanding. Here is Wood's
account of a Vellala (the dominant agricul-
tural caste) household: “Around us the
wooden pillars and painted architraves, the
photos, the pictures of family gods, con-
veyed a sense of rootedness in traditional
time... They wers, one imagined, not so far
from the people recorded in the Cholan
inscriptions of a thousand years ago on
the temple walls, the free peasantry who
supported the high culture of the Cholan
kingdorm in alliance with kings and Brah-

Al unsmnEss HOPE shs Gousldh 47



BAUDY HRITDRUH SHaEYW WA

Bhlg 1998

mins. It was an ordsr which had sustained
the south for two thousand years.”

Wood also sees the continuity of the an-
cient culture in the rendering of popular
religious songs. These songs, amazingly,
retain the immortal tunes handed down
over so many centuries. He perceives itin
the poetry ofthe sixth century Tamil saints.
These songs, known as Tevarams, are
still popular and are sung (and understood)
in the original dialect. Wood likens this to
the English poetry of the age of Beowulf
being still retained as popular fare and to
the Hymn of Cademon being as familiar
and popular as “Jerusalem

The book draws attention to the ancient
link between the Tamils and the West
which preceded the colonial era and was
founded on trade. We are informed that
Madurai, the Southern city of the Tamils, is
one of India's oldest, and is mentioned in
Indian and Greek texts, The Greek them-
selves are referred to as Yavanas, in epic
Tamil poems written in the classical pe-
riod. Hoards of Roman coins have been
found all over Tamil Nadu —proof of com-
mercial links between the Roman empire
and Tamils. The author traces the Roman
connection to trade in spices between the
Tamils and the Romans. This, he says, is
evident in that some of the words used for
“pepper and ginger’, are loan words from
Tamil which have come into western
speech via Greek.

Unlike many westerners, Wood is not eas-
ily put off by the exasperating behaviour
of the locals and the hardships imposed
by a mode of travel rarely undertaken by
Waesterners. He takes it all in his stride and

with great humour. The account of the trip
by bus from Chidamaparam is typical of
the author’s outlook which, no doubt,
helped him survive the 2,000 kilometre
journey in an old jam-packed bus. As he
recounts ... The bus was jam-packed. The
organiser, Mr Ramasamy, had a twinkley
eye, buck teeth, a big nose and a shock of
greying hair, which always stood upon
end... 'We have saved you a place of hon-
our'said Mr Ramasamy with grandiloquent
gesture towards the front bench seat, right
behind the driver. It would have been churl-
ish to say so, but jt was not the best place
on the bus. There was no leg room and
most of the place was already occupied by
an extremely fat man who seemed set
upon maintaining a vow of silence all the
way to Tiruchenur..... The aisles were now
filled up and everyone had a seat. Every-
one except a tall and gangling priest, who
remained perched on the engine box. Raja
was a Dikshithar from the temple... Sud-
denly Raja vaulted with surprising athleti-
cism over the aisle seats and launched
himself on top of me. Ours was a seat for
three people, not two, he pointed out. Could
the fat man and ! kindly make room? Clearly
five days of this was not going to be the
most comfortable ride of my life. Still, we
were off on pilgrimage and for everyone
else on the bus bodily comfort was the last
thing on mind. At least, that's what | kept
telling myself...

The book is essential reading for anyone
who wishes to explore the world of an an-
cient people.

(“The Smile of Murugan” is published by
Penguin Travel)
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Samuel Fisk Green 1822-188,
Medical Evangalist to the Tamils.
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@oss OgmLiFfuns] LUGIIEE. seououuiar gaGaurm SFfend GeusfluiL
BpUuIL, GHTLIHHRID s1bd FPSHANG @G LWSILGD ama Gauised Gsusmiihid
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SO BspFd poLOup gumig GElwiulL FaFulsd o mser Bl&wsflenwujbd
SHOMTSHHIEOBTITEOTID. @YhSHU U 1guiedguisien alUFBIBsT [BTEHSG BT LomplsGsTamih
Symiupemmsd, LHu elyhmet s L GG GXbaEn. S8 Syl Helien LLIGUIGsTT
allugisen HrenemLailsy LTS TS DIENLOWIGOTID.

slenGe @FHDH Basa GEFlu Cauaimiguwigl BT

1) pomse e Gelg, Goiiuaipabann HepFfulsar s alugmisast (paigal gl
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2) praEsT GETHSS FHHFHUID THOD JHID SHITE 2 _Languirs ebpLsn Ly
OsretL Jeupsnn @ nF CFuig GsmemEnHhissi.

3) 9IDBs SeHEEGNU(1999) e_misst B psdsar updu aluymsenen (peitgal_1gBu
AD&E MLSGSTHEISST. BFaeld @ mse e aflnyailsd o m# Gauig
GsmeiTsmsOTLD.

eupLe Ggriiy Gameiren: (02) 9764 3413 jadedgr (02) 9294 1238

ST Y T SO Hanwiry
18 July Saturday Kalppai 4th Annual Prog.  Sydney Uni Tamil Society
19 July Sunday Monthly General Mesting Tamil Co-ordinating Com.
25 July Saturday Arangetram Thillai Nadanalaya
Late July Saturday 2nd Annual Program @euGbHBp i aunQsmed
1 August Saturday Children's Festival Sydney Tamil Manram
8 August Saturday @ena aljpr & g WEDD Tamil Resources Centre
8 August Saturday Dinner Saiva Manram
15 August  Saturday Oli-Oli Program Anjali Tamil Society
Mid August Weekend Annual Dinner Hartley College OBA
16 August  Sunday Monthly General Meeting Tamil Co-ordinating Com.
22 August  Saturday Program by Revathi group Private
29 August  Saturday &semev el NSW Fed. of Tamil Schools
30 August  Sunday Ganesha Visarjana festival Helensburgh Temple
4 &58Sept  Fri-Saturday Annual Aarthi Lingalayam Dance School
5 Sept. Saturday Cultural Program Saiva Manram
5/12 Sept.  Saturday 20th Anniversary Program Sydney Tamil Manram
12 Sept. Saturday Cultural Program Eastwood Tamil Study Cen.
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19 Sept. Saturday Annual Cultural Program  Wentworthville Tamil Study..
20 September Sunday HeSue [Penane pus Tamil Co-ordinating Com
27 SeptemberSunday Sports Day NSW Fed. of Tamil Schools
27 SeptemberSunday Navarathri Program Narththanalaya Dance Sch.
Late Sep/Early October 21st Anniversary Program Balar Malar Tamil Edu.
2&3 October Fri & SaturdayNavarathri Program Natanalaya Dance School
3 Qctober Weekend  Joint Annual Dinner St.John's & Chundikuli OSA
4 October  Sunday Tamil Springtime Fair Eelam Tamil Association

10 October Saturday Dinner Unifund project - SUTS

17 October  Saturday Annual Program Abayakaram

18 October Sunday Monthly General Meeting Tamil Co-ordinating Com.

7 November Saturday Deepavali Celebration Sydney Tamil Manram
7 November Saturday Curry Night(for Aussies) ETA

7 November Saturday Annual Get-together Ramanathan College

15 November Sunday Monthly General Meeting Tamil Co-ordinating Com.
21 November Saturday Annual Dinner Wentworthville Tamil Study..
28 November Saturday SBfip wralyi pren Tamil Co-ordinating Com.

5 December Saturday Christmas Program Patricians of Jaffna

5 December Saturday Annual Dinner Mt.Druitt Tamil Study Centre
Early Decem. Weekend Annual Cricket Competition Sydney Tamil Sports Club
December Weekend Transtasman Cricket NSW Tamil sports club

12 December Saturday Christmas Program Hillstar Sports Club

12 December Saturday Annual Dinner & Prize givingEastwood Tamil Study Cen.
13 December Sunday Annual Dinner Eelam Tamil Association
Mid DecemberWeekend  Christmas Program Tamil Senior Citizens, NSW
19 December Saturday Annual Dinner Homebush Tamil Study Cen.
20 December Sunday Monthly General Mesting Tamil Co-ordinating Com.

3T January Sunday Maha Kumbabishakam  Sydney Murugan Temple
(FOR 45 DAYS)

BT SS el
Hmwd vpoe el oresisfar (Breomawn semods.L ) Lwisrelul aupslELD
pourng SR ofpr, 27-00-98 Sisigy wremew 7.00 wewild@ Capmbyed Bhobu
ur_sreneulley pen Qupelméflsimgs. Sreusid Geweustb.

Unifund @miGunden allmbg
10 October 1998

CesfNasiu@ B wryp, VUL ESHIY LASONESPSUSEES uPUSILGL.

Suwwgls allupd Qup! 9631 5420
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OPBEST
6\'\% cater for all occasions an )~

weddings, birthdays, Family parties
and other special events

BUHLD LT BID DIDIGED6I O 6
© a0l W& CIGHTL I G 6T EhHhIsHe

GLOBAL SHOPBEST
Shop 2, 32-50 Rooty Hill Rd North, Rooty Hill, 2766
(Parking Available,

Next to the Rooty Hill Railway Station)

Phone: 9675 3954 or 019 366 301

, Fax : 9675 2024 .
P! g

~ (LOBAL SHOPBES]

For all your Indian, Sri Lankan food items
Best Quality Tamil, Hindi Movies for Ren

Mon - Wed: 9-7 pm
Thur -Sat: 9-8 pm
Sundays: 9 -6 pm

Open 7 Days

GLOBAL SHOPBEST

- Shop 2, 32-50 Rooty Hill North, Rooty Hill, NSW 2766
(Parking Available,
Next to the Rooty Hill Railway Station)

Phone: 9675 3954 or 019 366 301
Printed by "Prints R Us' PP 243459 /00111
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