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AIYANAAR

(Truths and Views of Aiyanaar in Internets)

Ayyanar (Tamil:Duiwerni or sgwesrnit) is a regional Tamil male deity who is
popular among the rural social groups of South India, speci  y Tamil Nadu. In the
old Tamil literature he is mentioned as Sathanar and in Vedic stories, Ayyanar is
considered as one of the several local manifestations of Sastha. The deity is also
popular among vast majority of South Indian & Sri Lankan (read Dravidian) Hindus
and some Buddhists in Sri Lanka. He, along with his two female consort deities, is the
central deity surrounded by 21 associate folk deities identi  as the Kaval Deivam
(guardian angel). Ayyanar temples are found in almost every minority Tamil village
in Sri Lanka.

Ancient Tradition

In ancient Tamilakam, people venerated the Veerargal and had the formless
stones (Veera Kal or Veerakkal) erected in memory of these fallen warriors or any
person who sacri his life for a good cause such as protection of welfare of the
society or community. The Veera kal that have fully morphed into culticshrines can
be found across South India and especially Tamil Nadu.

This has slowly transformed into the Ayyan or Saathan (Tamil for Sanskrit sasthan)
worship system with a symbolic horse riding along with the venerated departed
soul. Later transformed into the Vedic phase, Ayyanar has beendepicted with two
consorts - Poorna and Pushkala. Ayyanar is believed to protect the poor and ensure
justice and self-discipline among its believers. Thus there are several local
manifestations of Ayyanar along with two consorts in several villages near thick
forests and water reservoirs each having its own folk tale.

The unique and inspiring popularity of the system is that the Ayyanar worship
system provides an opportunity to its mass followers to trace their place of origin,
ancestral roots, native culture and character and clan lineage even after several
generations. Such family clan followers of Ayyanar worship system install new
Ayyanar worship centres in sacred groves (called as Sastha kavu in Kerala and
Kanyakumari districts and vanams or paimbozhil in Tamilnadu) in new locations
with the permission obtained from the native Ayyanardeity through an oracle
system during the Annual mass conventions.

Worship

Large sculpture of Ayyanar riding a horse at a village shrine. Ramanathapuram
District, Tamil NaduAyyanar or Sathanar worship is a very ancient ancestral clan-
based worship system linked to nature and fertility worship. The festivals of
Ayyanars are celebrated in Sacred Groves during spring season by all the related
clan. Ayyanar shrines are usually located at the peripheries or boundaries of rural
villages and the deity is seen riding a horse with a sword. Weapons such as a trident
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or a lance are also associated with the shrine. Most of priests are non-
Brahmins and derive from local lineages that had initiated the cult centers
generations ago.

The worship pattern is non-agamic and is associated with sacri offerings
of pure vegetarian food. However animals such as chicken and goats are offered to
few of the selected 21 associate deities (Kaval deivangal) such as Karuppa samy,
Sudalai Maadan samy and some other Amman deities located within Ayyanar temple
for favors. In return the local priest might offer holy wers or Veeputhi (holy ash) to
the worshippers. Folk Tales like Koothhu and Folk arts like Villupattu are enacted to
bring out the message of the Ayyanar folk story to one and all.

In South India, Aiyanar God worshipped in open grounds surrounded by trees
holds an important position in the local villages because of the values installed in
family and community life. Aiyanar System is the base for forming large family clan
associations and maintaining family values in rural areas.

Aiyanar worship represents a non-learned, non-Vedic form of worship. Often
community life and family values are valued than individualist life mode. So a large
number of gods at least 61 divine servant agents are present along with at least 18 to
21 associate deities. A family life or community life cannot be smooth and happy only
if there is place to accept and accommodate every kind of people.

But with the divine nature, Often Aiynar is pictured riding on a white horse,
hting against demons and evil gods that are threatening the village.

An Aiyanar temple, various clay e and idols re the social hierarchy
which exists in the villages of Tamil Nadu. The gods are ranked according to the social
and economical hierarchy in the village, and as in social life, the highest ranking gods
are vegetarian, whereas the lower ranking ones are non-vegetarian. A temple is
often not a building, but one or more es giving importance to each and every
ancestral local god who are collections of people belonging to various community
groups.

Owing to assimilation and syncretism, Sinhalese Buddhist people of Sri Lanka
also venerate Ayyanar, calling him Ayyanayake.

SASTHA, AIYYANAR-AYYAPPAN

The Subject—Matter of "Ayyappa" is classi under the three major heads
SASTHA (As per puranas) AYYANAR (as per legends) and AYYAPPAN (as per
traditional story based on Historic events)

In various puranas like SKANDAM, LALITHOPAKYANAM, BKAHMANDA
PURANAM etg, it is said that Lord Hariharaputhra was born to Shiva and Mohini
(Vishnu) after PALAZHI MADHANAM, which dates back to krutha yoga. Why Sastha
was born of two positives Shiva & Vishnu? A Demoness MAHISHI was perpetrating
attrocities in this world and in the nether worlds. She got a boon from Brahma that
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slain should be killed by a child born of two positives, Hari and Hara, that too after the
child's undergoing servitude to a human being for a period of 12 years. To ful the
boon got by Mahishi and to destroy that evil force, Sastha was born of Shiva and
Vishnu. Skandam says that Lord Sastha with His two consorts appeared before Indra
and Indirani to protect them.

This appeared even before the avatar of Lord Muruga. References of Sastha
appear in various Puranas and Upa-Puranas spreading over the other three yugas,
including Ramayana and Mahabaratha. As the story goes, Lord Hariharaputhra was
wedded to Pushkala Devi and then won the hands of Poorna subsequently. To
comply with the boon of Mahishi, He took the birth of a son for servitude to a human
being. He materialised himself the shape of a tiny child called "MANIKANTA" on the
banks of Holy River Pambha, brought up by Pandala King, healed the deaf and dumb
boy of HIS Guru, gone to the dense forests as per evil designs of His stepmother,
slained Demoness Mahishi, brought leopard milk for His step-mother and took to
Brahmacharya yoga at Sabari Hills.

The legendary tales on Lord Dharma Sastha of Sabhari Hills are well known,
and worldwide that "He was born of Hari and Hara, manifested Himself as Manikanta
on the banks of Holy River Pambha. Brought up by king of Pandalam, he brought
leopard milk to cure His ailing mother.

On redemption, Mahishi requested the Lord to marry her. Lord replied: "In this
Avatar as Manikanta, I'm a Brahmachari. [ shall opt to marry you when no kanni

Ayyappa (one who is trekking Sabari Hills for the time’) turns upto the Hills;
until such time, you may join me in doing penance near my temple as Maligapurathu
Manija Matha.

From the above, we can understand that the Lord is a Brahmachari as well as a wed.
As per traditional songs, and Dhyana slokas, Lord has taken Eight Avatars and Eight
Roopas.

Lord Dharma Sastha Himself designed the shrine and the image; selected the
spot for the shrine; the image was, installed by Parasurama; Agasthiya Rishi initiated
the Poojas there. The Hill was named after the great Tapaswini Sabari of Ramayana
fame. The sanctity of the Sabari Hill would be same as Varanasi and the nearby
Pampa 'River would equal another Ganges in sanctity. Those who climb the Holy 18
steps with irumudi on their heads are blessed with immortality and raised to the
State of Nirvana.

SASTHA WITH HIS CONSORTS

Worshipping Lord Sastha with His consorts has been in vogue in Tamil Nadu
and Kerala from time immemorial. In countryside temples spread over Tamil Nadu,
Sastha is being called "AYYANAR" with His two consorts. In Kerela too, Sastha is
worshipped with His consorts for eg. Noorani, Thirunilay, Achankoil etc. In one of the

ve Abodes of Sastha, at ARYANKAVU (near Shencottah) Sastha Thirukalyanam is
being performed By TRAVANCORE DEVASWOM BOARD. With all religious rites on
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the night of 10th of Dhanur Masya (prior to Mandalabhishegam day) every year, for
ages past.

He has lieutenants like Karuppan, Veeran, Madurai Veeran, Kathavarayan -
Bhootha Kanas, based on Shilpa Sastra, and dhyana slokas, the images of Parivara -
Devathas are drawn. Some folk stories among many about Ayyanar are visualised.
One based on Dhikshitha Vijayam by Appayya Dhikshithar - a Veteran Saivite
Exponent, another based on Mahabaratha episode where Arjuna fought with Shiva
in disguise of a Kiratha (hunter) before getting npasupathasthra. A role is played by
Sastha here.

Ayyappan - a human being like ours, whose living period dates back by 950
years i.e. 1125 to 1150 A.D. in Kerala, However, so many books are written on this
story by Srivaraham E. V. Pillai, Ramavaram Sri Murali (famous E Malayalam author)
Dr. Sridharan Nair, author Negavalli, Devaswom Board publication, Bhavans Journal
Publication on "A Pilgrimage to Sabhari" by Sri K. R.Vaidyanathan etc. No devotee
seems to have attached any signi or importance that has to be given to this,
to allay so many misgivings on Makara Jyothi, Vavar etc. Successors of Pandalam
dynasty, Poonjar palace and some other living generation add credence to this story.
Some monuments, historical Places of interest, folk songs in Malayalam put together
vouch for this story, which is enumerated in detail in the page mentioned below.

Chithakoor Ayyanar (Sevuga Perumal)

Ayyanar is the main guardian deity of the villages of Tamil Nadu. Normally this
imposing terracotta e is seen in the boundary of the village. Surrounding him
would be the colorful terracotta war steeds. In some temples the idols of Poorna and
Pushkala who are his consorts are also present. Along with him normally Goddess
Karuppu (black) is also present. He is also called Kari, Purathuvan, Kadal vannan,
Chathan, Poosanaikelvan, Putkalai manavalan, Masathan, Kondayuthan, Arihara
kumaran etc.

Chithakoor is a small village in the Pudu kottai district of Tamil Nadu near
Avudayar Kil. He presides over more than one hundred villages surrounding
Chithakoor. He is called Sevuga Perumal ayyanar( Ayyanar who is a servant god).

It seems he was once upon a time the presiding deity of Singanam puri which is
about 80 km from Chithakoor. One day he rode on his war steed and reached
Chithakoor. He liked the pleasant environment of Chithakoor. He tied his horse near
the water source of the village and went in to the village, knocked the doors of rich
people and told them, “ I have decided to stay near your water source. Please build a
hut for me.” When they refused to believe it seems he told, “Tomorrow, you go to the
water source . You will my steed there. "At the strike of morn the entire village
rushed to the water source and saw the statue of the horse,. Then they realized that
the man who came and woke them up was indeed Ayyanar. They immediately started
the job of building a hut and started collecting leaves and sticks for that purpose. It
seems one stranger who was passing through the village that day , happened to take
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one of those sticks. It seems he lost his eye sight as soon as he came out of the village.
He ran to the water source and told Ayyanar that it was his mistake. He promised to
return 1000 sticks instead of the one stick he has taken. It seems he regained his eye
sight. From then onwards, the villagers realized that their Ayyaanar was a very
serious God and would punish them if they do a mistake. Even to this day he is the
court of last resort to all the villagers of Chithakoor. Whenever they have a problem
regarding another person they go to the temple of Ayyanar, pay Rs 12,50 and lodge a
complaint on either a Tuesday or Friday.. It seems their problem is immediately
solved. Since people believe that the punishment of Ayyanar is terrible, they tell the
truth in front of him, ask an apology if they have committed a mistake etc.

Several miraculous events are supposed to have happened the village. It seems once
their water source went dry. All villagers went and complained to the Ayyanar. The
Samiyadi (person in whom God has entered) entered in to a trance and asked them,
“Do you want a rain or do you want your water source to be up?”. It seems the
villagers chose the second alternative. Next day morning their water source was
full without a single drop of rain.

Chithakoor Ayyanar it seems is very particular about his dues. It seems one
day, he appeared in the dream of a rich man and asked him, “Why have not the given
me bath with the orange which was given by a devotee?”. Next day the rich man
rushed to the temple located the orange and got the sacri  bath done.

The Ayyanar statue at this place has a whip in his hand. ,He is surrounded by
Pooranam and Pushkalam , who are his consorts. On his right side there is a temple
for Big Karuppu and Small Karuppu and surrounding the temple are Adambur Kali,
Sannasi, Sidhi Vinayaga, Anjaneya, Valli etc. It seems initially Ayyanar was housed in
a thatched shed. One day he appeared in the dream of a villager and wanted him to
build a tiled temple for him. This was immediately  carried out.The temple festival
is on Chithra Pournami day. Ten days before the festival Ayyanar is taken to his
original village Singanampuri.
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