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COMMENTARY
QUEUES, COOPERATIVES

AND THE CW.E,

When the C.W.E, was first set up it was hoped
to gradually approximate it to a democratic struc-
ture like that of the English or Scottish C.W.S, In
1957, however, a faulty ministerial directive spoke
of ‘‘the ideology of State interference’’ in respect of
the country’s Cooperative Movement. It did not take
long for those in power to see political and party
adyantage in an import and wholesale -monopoly
that was an expression of State capitalism rather
than ofeconomic democracy. More recently some
understanding was reached with the private trade and
the opportunity also used to create some new whole-
salers and retailers, while ina giant structure like the
C.W.E, there could be little checkon individual deal-
ers enjoying most favoured treatment at the hands of
the Establishment’s employees, no matter the best
intentionsof the higher officers. These developments
have cut the earth beneath the Consumer Movement
of which the C.W.E., as precursor of the C,W.S., was
to be the apex organisation. The very prefix Coop-
erative in the name of this Wholesale Establishment
is now a misnomer: it offends both the letter and
the spirit of the Cooperative Ordinance.

We should hayve expected the C.W.E. people to
know their onions. Ceylon’s total onion require-
ments are approximately 30,000 tons a year, of
which 24,000 tons are distributed throughthe C.W.E.
and 6,000 through the private trade. All but one-
sixth of the total supply is produced locally, the

SCIWIE! havity He import - orily 5,000 tons ‘to make
‘up for the shortfall in the lean months of January
and June. What are we then to make of the re-
duced purchasing of local onions under the G.P.S.
arrangement since the third week of August coupled
with the import of 181 tons of Chickbellapur and
Bombay onions during that period ? It looks the
case of a State Corporation versus the State !

An example of a different kind, no doubt follow-
ing the Import Controller’s arbitrary ban, is the
‘failure on the part of the C.W.E, to import certain
luxury textiles, which are none-the-less coming into
the country by every plane. As wesaid when this
policy first becamefsomeone’s brainchild, it would
have been understandable if, touched by the Mahat-
ma’s spirit, thc simplicity of living was set by men
in high places and their wives. It was not to be
expected that men accustomed to tweeds on special
occasions and their wives to Banaras sarees, Mani-
puris and Kanchipurams would change their sartorial
habits at the bidding of a controller’s edict.

The distributicn of an article like Ovaltine through
the C,W.E’s retail points and the Marketing Depart-
ment’s shops brings into focus a third kind of pro-
blem. Ceylon has a well organised network of
.consumer cooperatives such as few Asian countries
have. As proved by the token card system, these
shops are by and large in.a position to do a preci-
sion job of distributing scarce articles. With the
C.W.E. and Marketing: shops entering the retail
business, we dare say that there are far too many
in this business of distributing too few things at too
high overhead costs What is more, the distribution
may well become erratic.' Queves do not neces-
sarilv make the democratic process in distribution.
Have we not witngssed tweed-queues and tyre-
-queues made up, not of potential tweed-wearers and.
motorists, but of pavement entrepreneurs who would
-decide their line and manner of business after they
came by theéir stock-in-trade? Often-times their
business may be to secure and sell queue places !

Even genuine queues do not add up to the demo-
cratic ideal. For citizens are more than buyers and
-sellers. Hence, the role of consumers’ cooperation,

and its apex organisation—a C,'W.S,
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(BY A STAFF WRITER)

The Cnopérativq Wholesale Establishment and the Government seem to
be working at cross-purposes, for apparently the former hasn’t yet heard of the
‘Grow More Food’ campaign.

On the 19th August, the
Northern Division Agricultur-
al Producers’ Union (which
buys up the red onions pro-
duced in the Jaffna Peninsula,
on behalf of the CWE) receiv-
ed a telegram from the CWE,
worded cbviously by somesne
who fancied himself a bitof a
humorist. It ran as follows:
“STORES PREGNANT
SALES STAGNANT DONT
DELIVER ONIONS TILL
24th”.  On the 24th the ND
APC received another tele-
gram which read: “RED
ONION SALES CONDITION
UNIMPROVED DESPATCH
ONLY 20 WAGONS DAILY
UNITIL FURTHER NO-
TICE”. Yet another telegram
received later ordered the ND
APC not to despatch any red
onions . until Séptember 4th.
Now, Iam  told, the Union
has been asked to send only
15 wagons daily. In the means-
time 1¥1 tons of Bombay Oni-
ons and Chickbellapur Onions
arrived from India (earlier the
CWE had given 4n agsurance
to the NDAPC that they would
not import the latter variely):
the newspapers announced that
this would help to ease the
prevailing onion shortage!
Shortage, my foot.

The CWE’s last-minute can-,
cellation of its orders has
thrown everything out of gear :
most farmers had already pro-
cessed the onions for despatch
while several societies had pur-
chased onions. from their
members. The CWE'’s about-
turn has led to large quantities
of red onions lying rotting in
stores and in cultivators’
homes : a rather piquant com=
ment on the Government’s ap-
peal to grow more food. What
is the point, cultivators ask,'in

growing more food when the

authorities seem to be more
interested in imports than in
locally grown stuff,

Today Jaffnais in a position
to supply red onions to the
whole Island for ten months
in the year; by staggering
production the Jaffna farmer
will soon be able to produce
enough onions to last the
whole year, But just at this
point efforts are being made to
dampen his enthusiasm so that
we will have to. comtinue to
rely on imports. It might be
interesting to compare @ last
year’s production figures ' with
this year’s to find out whether
there was any need to impprt
onions at all. Last year Jaffna
produced more than 339,030
cwts. of red onions. This year
from January to June the pro-
duction was 174,953 cwis.,
35,5802 cwits. more than the
onions grown during the cor-
responding period last year.
In July this year the produc-
tion was ~4,214 cwts. and in
August more than 62,028 cwts

Bombay onions ?

(as compared with 45,010 cwis.
last August), But despite the
increase in production (the
Junior Minister of Food &
Agriculture said recently that
we’d be exporting onions.soon)
the CWE had thought it fit to
import onions from Tadia, thus
subtly undermining our food
production drive. (Of course
the CWE might reply that it
had placed the order much
earlier. - Which brings 'us to
the question of the basis on
which the CWE does its order-
ing. Doesit try to estimate
the local production before it
imports anything ? ' If it does,
how is it that it imported oni-
ons when there was a glut in
the local market ? The CWE's
defence might well be that it
imported Bombay  onions
which are in“short supply lo-
cally. When the Government
can ban the import of potatoes
in which we are far from self-
sufficient, why can’t it impose
a total ban on the import of
| After all
even the most fastidious palate
can well manage with red oni-
ons instead of Bombay onions.
In any case, all that this epi-
sode proves is that the CWE
is  very solicitous about its
Indian suppliers : otherwise it
could well have cancelled its
import orders when it found
that there was a glut of red
onions in the local market.
The whole episode looks so
sinister that the Government
would do well to  probe it
fully to prevent a repetition.

Now that we’re on the subs
ject of the CWE, 1 shouid also
like to spotlight iis stepmoth-
erly treatment of the Jaffna
MPCS Union which +has a
coupon strength of 148,081.
Monthly, the Union indents
for 30 or 60} items but the CWE
normally supplies only about
15 of these items. The irony
is that most of the other items
are freely available with the
private trade. Besides the C
WE is so niggardly. that what

.the Union gets is sometimes

hardly enough to go round.
For instance, in August *67,
the Union asked for 41 cases
of one variety of tinned fish
and for 81 cases of another va-
riety : it was given only'9 cases
and 20cases respectively, with
the result that some societies
did not get even one ease. We
know that import 'quotas have
been slashed but-at least the
CWE can distribute more equi-
tably what it does import. An-
other example is Ovaltine. The
CWE has been given halif the
quota but the' Union doesn’t
get even one tin: the reason
18 that the CWE is retailing it
through its rival depots. While
there aren’t enough verties be-
ing produced locally, the CWE
has stopped importing white
cloth over the range of 42" :
this again is a needless blow.
1 could go on cataloguing the
CWE’s sins of omission and
commission but enough has
been said to show that it js in
need of a pretty drastic shake-

up.

The Home of True Cooperation

It is in Credit Societies that
one comes across true coop-
eration, stated Mr. F, V.
Michaelpillai, President of the
Mullaitiva Coop Credit So-
cieties Supervising Union,
speaking at a Training Class
for Credit Societies, held un-
der the auspices of the Union,
He went on to say that coop-
erators had once again begun
to realize the usefulness and
value of Credit Societies : this
was a very welcome sign.
There was no outside interfer-
ence in Credit Societies, unlike
in other types of societies.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF,  who was the
Chief Guest, expressed his
pleasure at seeing so many
cooperators turn up for the

* Training Class: this was very

heartening. Despite being
neglected, at least some credit
societies had been kept alive
dueto the efforts of cooperators
like Mr. Michaelpillai. He
recalled the days when as an
official of the Cooperative De-
partment, he had helped to
organise several cooperative
societies in 'Mullaitiva: the

area had produced a number
of genuine cooperators. Hav-
ing traced the development of
the Cooperative Movement in
Mullaitivu since 1939, he ap-
pealed to the delegates to see
that their societies patronised
the Cooperative Banks: such
patronage was essentigl for the
progress of the Maovement.
MNow that the Government
had ceased to grant loan faci-
lities to the societies, they
would have to look to the Co-
operative  Banks for assist-
ance. Stressing that Coopera-
tion was the panacea for all
our social ills, he said that no
other Movement was so bene-
ficial to mankind. He dep-~
lored the fact that various Go-
veroments from time to time
adopted measures whose effect
wasto prevent societies from
developing along the path en-
visaged for them. Democra-
tic control, he emphasised,
was an essential ingredient of
the Cooperative Movement.
Careful selection of the mem-
bers was another vital princi-
ple of Credit Societies. This

(Continued on page 8)
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AN EXTINCT SPECIES

What sort of beings are
these dedicated teachers we
hear so much about these days?
If all that is said about them
is true today, they must be an
extinct species, These men
loved leatning §0 pass! onately
~ and were so concerned about

the well-being of their young
charges that they took no
thought of the moITOW and
gave no thought to their own
affairs. They were so abso_rb-
ed in their work of imparting
knowledge and building char-
acter that even wife, children,
kinsfolk, all vanished from
their consciousness. They nev-
er worried about their remu-
neration or conditions of ser-
vice. All they lived for was
the moral and intellectual
growth of the young folk
placed under their care.

1 spent nearly half a century
as school boy, university stu-
dent and teacher and mnever
had the luck to run mio
any of these paragons of su-
perhuman _ self - abnegation.
They must have vqnlshed be-
fore my time. And if by some
. miracle one of them should be
found in these degenerate
times, how would he fare ?
Dedication or no dedication,
1 suppose he will have to scan
advertisements for vacancies,
send his application, go thr-
ough theiordeal of firustration
many a time before he finally
secures an appointment. And
when he does, he proceeds to
dedicate himself to the service
of the youngfolk in the sch.ool
to which he has been appoint-
ed. But before he has made
himself at home in the school
and the community, he is trans»
ferred to another schoo! where
he has toswitch on his capacity
for dedicationonceagain, This
he has to do not onee but
as many times as the divini-
ties that shape his destiny so
ordain, He may also find him=-
<elf interdicted if in some il
' Juge committee election he
shows sympethy to candidate
A who was persona non grata
to the party in power.

Of course there have always
been good teachers, conscien-
ticus and responsible persons
who find delight in the com-
pany ; of young people
and epjoy the give and
take of aduit and youth, and
find a thrill in equipping the
young for a full lite, and oth-
ers—mercenary-minded peo-
ple—whose interest in their
work is perfunctory. This is
pothing new, It must be as
old as the world.

No normal man, not
even the ‘dedicated teach-
" er’ of the current mytho-
logy is indificrent to so-
cial esteem. The index of the
esieem society bestows on its
various functionaries is the re-
muneration it pays them. Ee-
cause society assesses the
worth of an engineer or dector
or an admiristrator as greater
shan thatvof a teacher, it pays
these categories of functionar-
jes higher galaries. Therefore
is it sirange that gifted chil-
dren and their parents would
pot touch teiching with the
dirty end of an ekel {7 & 8ev)
broom?
When a person’s worth is
measured by the clothes he

wears, the house he lives in,

the vehicles he }rawls 'in, the
people he associates with, the

"

dons who have the

functions he is invited to, is
it any wonder that young peo-
ple and their parents shun a
calling, the remuneration for
which does not enable them to
live in fashionable localities,
drive in expensive cars, belong
to the proper clubs and gen-
erally excludes them from elite
society ? To the majority of
mankind, these are aids to so-
cial effectiveness, Asceticism
and austerity are virtues only
when a person deliberately
chooses them, turning his back
on wealth and luxury. And
it i infuriating to find people
who have a surfeit of all the
good things of life preaching
austerity and dedication to the
teacher whose lot is austere
enough.

Public encomiums to the
nobility of the teaching pro-
fession are seen to be what
they are. They are hollow
parrot people

on prize days and similar oc-
casions. 1he teachers are not
deceived. If it be such a noble
calling why did these digni-
taries chg&se something lese
noble ? y do they not per~
suade taeir offspring to pursue
this high calling? Isa teach-

oL or in high
places feel obliged - to mouth

Natlonal Prosperity.

er, however dedicated, ever’
invited as Chief Guest at a T

public dinner or even a school
prize giving? Is a teacher’s
wife ever asked to give away
the prizes at a prize function ?
A blackmarketeer whose bene-
factions have been blazoned
in the press and his buxom
wife who has learnt to smile
graciously are guests of hon-
our on all manner of great oc-
casions. He has made good,
and everything belonging to
him including the wife, de-
serves public recognition,

I do not know if ever there
was a society where Wwealth
and the status it conferred did
not outweigh/ all other consi-
derations.  Nor do [ know if
ever a social erder will emerge
where dedication to learning
and teaching will mean more
than making money or exer-
cising authority. 1 de know
however that the overtones
and undertones of our social
order are economic and that
to sing the glories of a time
when teachers were more de-
dicated men .is to repeat a
shibboleth that iz neither ori-
ginal or true. 1 have known
Mzedical men who were keen
to make their sons also take
to the same profession and
eminent lawyers who wished
to bring up their sons also as
Jawyers. Butlam yet to see
a teacher who wishes to con-
demn his son to teaching. 1
am not thinking of University
best of
both worlds, but of those low-
er down, in primary, junior or
senior secondary schools, who
in their innocence often enter
the profession with high hopes
and a sense of vocation and
before long become disilin-
sioned drudges.
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Visiters From Kegalle

The Board of Directors and
the Administrative Secretary
of the Kegaile Cooperative
District Union amrived  in
Jaffna yesierday on a three-day
study-tour,  They will visit all
the leading cooperative -insti«
{utions here.

i The Ilargest

Cooperators are onge again
beginning to realise the use-
fulness of Credit Socictics,
said Mr. T, Kandaswamy AC
CD Jaffna South, inangurating
the Conference cum Training
Class for Credit Societies in
the | Pachchilaipalli DR O.JS
Division. That is why, he
explained, attempts were being
made fo revive credit societiss.
He said he was happy to find
that there were quite a number
of Credit Societies functioning
actively. and |serving their
members. The setting up of
Cooperative Agricultural Pro-
duce and Sales Societies and
later the Multipurpose Coop-
erative Societies had led to
Credit Societies being neglect-
ed. Stressing thaw Credit So-
cieties had been the backbone
of the Movement, Mr. Kanda-
swamy said that everyone was
agreed that new life should be
infused into Credit Societies
so that they could cater to the
needs of their members. | Re-
calling the valuable services
Credit Societies had rendered

in the past, he emphasised that

ihe timegwvas now ripe for the
revival and recrganisation of
Credit Societies. Heappealed
to the Cooperators piesent to
participate actively in this task
and also to help in the organ«

_isation of new societies where-
‘ever necessary. Mrs. Kanda-
swamy also praised the Nor-

thern Division Cogperative

Federation for the steps it was

taking in this direction,

Mr. P, Subramaniam. Range
Ingpector, explained the ob-
jects of the Conference cum-
Training Class. He said that
some Credit Societies had been
revived and were doing good
work,

The Co-operative Movement plays an
important role in Ceylan's economic
development. The People’s Bankworks
together with the Co-operatives for

network of

Branches in Ceylon.

éredit Societies Coming Into Their Own

Credit Societies can play an
important role in the econo-
mic life of this area, declared
Mr. M. Ganapathipillai, Rtd,
H.Q.T. and representative of
the NDCF. He pointed out
that it is in Credit Societies
that cooperative principles are
strictly  followed. For ins-
tance,J€arefully 'selecting the
membsrs was an important
principle. ~ He explained at
length the causes which had
jed to the majority, of credit
societies ' becoming  defunct
during the past decade. Paying
a'tribute to members of 'credit
societies, he said that they
were generally desirable coop-
erators, who'knew their rights
and duties, This was not
always 5o in the case of other
societies In other types of
societies one found that some
members were ignorant of the
by laws, loans were issued im-
properly to members, there
was no supervision of loans
and the recoveries were poor.
All this had resulted in bess
mirching the fair name of
Cooperation. Since Credit So-
cietics did not have all the
facilities, enjoyed by other
types of socicties, they had
been unable to satisfy the eco-
nomic needs of their membeis.
Now with the withdrawal of
the Government from the is-
sue of loans, and loans being
given on easier terms to the
coeps, people will have to
look once again to the Credit
Socisties, which are the pro-
per organisations to issue loans
to members. He advised them
to suitably amend some of the

' by-laws of Credit Sccieties so

as to bring them under the
new scheme of Agricultural
Credin.

together

AN

Mr: R. Rajasunderan, Coop
Inspector, explained the safe-
gnards against the risks of
utlimited liability, Reviewing
the position of Credit Societies
in the area, he said that most
of the societies could be made
to serve their members satis-
factorily,

Mr. B¢ K anagaratnam, HOL
recalled how  Cooperative
Credit Socistiss were  formed
in 1911 to lift the people out
of the morass of indebtedness
and backwardness. Volunt-
ary association and democra-
tic control were, he said, essen-
tial features of the Coopera-
tive Movement. N& one was
forced to join a coop under
duress. Dweiling on the value
of seminars and training clas-
ses, he said that cooperative
education was vital for the
efficient and proper manage-
ment of cooperative societies.
He stressed that societias
which existed only in name
or which were uneconomic
units should be eliminated.

Most of the problems in
coop societies could be elimi-
nated if members knew their
rights and responsibilities,
said Mr. P, Selvaretnam, Ad-
ministrative Secretary. NDCF,
They must know why they are
members of a coop society
and how they could contribute
to the development of the or-
ganisation. Cooperative So-
cieries | contributed to the
development of the communi-
ty, directly or indirecily. No
other organisation, he empha-
sised, could render greater
service to 1t8 mombers.

Mr. 8. Ponniah proposed
the vote of thanks.

i
5
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WHIP_PING-BOYS

In Peer Gynt Ibsen has one
of his characters say “It is the
innocent who always suffer as
the devil said when his mother
thrashed him because his
father came home drunk”™
Though ihe smugglers of
‘Valvettiturai are not exactly
innocent, they must be rue-
fully echoing the same senti-
ment. Every shortage in this
country is put down to smug:
gling throngh Valvettiturai: it
is the press which is responsi-
ble for this idee fixe. Through
cartoons and through articles
churned out by penny-a-liners,
the very name of Valvettiturai
has been made to stink. But
why is it that the ‘national’
press rarely turns its spotlight
on the large-scale smuggling
going on at places like Watta-
la and Galle? Of course there
is @ method in this journalistic
madness : through this strategy
of selective exposure, they are
killing two birds with one
stone. They are subtly whip-
ping up feeling against the
Tamils (in effect they are teh
ling the Sinhalese “if your
babies are without milk foods,
it’s solely due to the Northern
smugglers) and also providing
a smokescreen for a govern-
ment which has precious little
foreign exchange for wital
commodities but, like Gogia
Pasha, produces it to import
computers—only a small mas-
ter of a million rupees for
each computer, I'm told.

Recently a centre-page arti-
cle by one of our better-known
hacks (one who certainly
doesn’t believe in hiding his
light under a bushel) tried to
put across these ideas using
the jargon of economics. 1
don’t have the article with me
at the moment, so I'm relying
on my memory. If1 remem-
ber right, the writer used the
phrases ‘the pattern of nation-
al consumption’ and ‘the pat-
tern of buving in ‘the North’,
Of course being a ¢lever journ-
alist, he did not quote any sta-
tistics at all, but the careless
reader would no doubt have got
his message. The mere fact that
Jaffna buys more milk focds

_does not necessarily mean that
these are being smuggled out
to India, justas 2 man who di-
vorces his first wife and deserts
‘his second is not necessorily a
philanderer. Couldn’t a pos-

by Jay

sible explanation be that con-
sumption is greater in this
area and/or that there are more
hoarders in this part of the
country ? Just to get this point
clear, I contacted a person
who has first-hand knowledge
of these things. His first re-
mark was that the way these
newspaper chaps described
things, someone would think
that they were looking on
while the catamarans were be-
ing loaded ! According to him,
of the milk foods, only malted
milk and Ovaltine are going
across to India. Arecanuts are
another favourite item. He was
emphatic that none of the
other milk foods or condensed
milk or rice or other foodstuffs
are being smuggled across to
India—at least not through
Valvettiturai. Well, 1 prefer
to take his word rather than
trust a literary drudge and his
ill-informed informants.

It bas become so much the
fashion to use the Valvettitu-
rai folk as whipping-boys that
the Government’s share in de-
priving the people of this coun-
try of essential items, and the
ruses that hoarders adopt to
send the bulk of the imports
underground, are easily for-
gotten. And the national
press is doing its very best to
make the people forget the
two factors mainly responsible
for shortages and scarcities.

I'm not for a moment con-
doning the actions of the Val-
vettiturai smugelers. But smug-
glers are not confined only to
Valvettiturai nor is every Val-
vettiturai resident a smuggler.
What about all those hjgh-so-
ciety ladies down South who
are hopping across to India
on saree safaris, armed with
tins and tins of milk food ?
What about the V.I.P’s who
hoodwink the Customs and
smuggledn and out so many
things ? Well, it just doesn’t
suit the national newspapers
to publicise too much the
fact that smuggling is not
the monopoly of any one
community or area oOr
class. So most of the time,
they have eyes and ears only
for Valvettiturai. In this res-
pect, the monopoly press is
behaving like the burglar’s ac-
complice who diverts the at-
tention of the inmates while
his friend proceeds to make a
clean sweep of it.
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Hunting for Cosmic Rays

What is going on in outer
space, at distances millions of
light years away from our
planet? The visible light that
comes from the celestial bodies
tells very little about that. For-
tunately, the Earth intercepts
cosmic rays, those envoys of
the distant worlds.

The energy liberated by che-
mical reactions amounts to
several electron-volis ; nuclear
and thermonuclear reactions
involve millions of electron-
volts. The energy of the par-
ticles speeded up in accelera-
tors is about 30,000 million
electron-volts. And cosmic
rays have been found to con-
tain particles with energies a
thousand million times as
great. And to this one should
add the huge velocity of cos-
mic particles.. Yet man has
devised ways and means for
capturing them.

This is done, for example,
at the Tien Shan Mountain
Station set up not far from
Alma-Ata, Central Asia, by
the USSR Academy of Scien-
ces’ Lebedev Physics Institute.

Why should, one may ask,
scientists settlein such uncom-
fortable places ? The point is
that very few cosmic particles
reach the surface of the Earth.

The planet’s atmosphere is a
serious obstacleto them. With-
out it, incidentally, they would
have killed all living things on
the Earth. Apart from the
atmosphere, the terrestrial
magnetic field pushes them
back.

At the Tien Shan station,
two teams are keeping watch
on cosmic rays. One deals with
the interactions of the active
nuclear particles intercepted
by a Wilson chamber. A
strong magnetic field deflects
the particles, and photogra-
phic cameras produce records
of these deflections. An ioni-
zation calorimeter, among the
biggest in the Soviet Union,
measures the energy of the
particles.

The other is interested in
broad air showers. Using an
ionization calorimeter, Ceren-
kov counters, and a neutron
supermonitor, they measure
the average parameters of nu-
clear interactions, the passage
of electron-photon showers
through matter, make a check
on the hypothesis of the pas-
sive state of nucleons, investi-
gate the energy spectrum of
cosmic rays, and do many
other things.

(APN)

Birth Centenary of
Pirandello

This year, Italy commemor-
ates the first centenary of the
birth of Luigi Pirandello, The
celebrations started on May
24th with an International
Symposium at Pirandello at
Agrigento, birthplace of the
famous dramatiss. The sym-
posium was attended by emin-
ent Italian and foreign schol-
ars. Professor Arturo Loplis
of Barcelona read a paper on
“Pirandelio and Spain”, Pro-
fessor Maurice Kuriz, UNES
CO Director of Drama, sub-
mitted another on “Pirandello
and France’® and Professor
Franz Wurzburg University
read a paper on “Pirandello
and Germany”. The meeting
concluded with a recital of
work by Pirandello and a lec-
ture by Professor Giuseppe
Petronio of Trieste University.

Throughout thecurrent year,
and in various Italian cities,
representatives of cultural and
political circles will speak
about Pirandello and describe
his plays. These talks will be
accompanied by performances
of the dramatist’s plays which
will also be produced by the
Italian Radio and Television
Corporation and several dra-
matic companies. In fact, the
greatest homage to Pirandello
in this centenary year is being
accorded by the public which
has appreciated and applauded
his genius for years.

In many countries of Ame-
rica, Africa, Asia and Europe
celebrations have been orga-
pized in honour of the great
Iralian dramatist.

In Ceylon, the Broadcasting
Corporation organized a Ra-
dio Broadcast in Sinhala on
the 28th of June, witha reduoe-
tion of “Mask and Face’ writ-
ten by Jayasumana Dissana-
yake and produced by Sunan-
da Mahendra De Mel.

The Italian Embassy, in col-
laboration with the “New Art
Theatre Association” is also
sponsoring some film shows
of Pirandello’s dramas, which
will take place shortly.

_ Italian News

A British Film
School

A National Film School for
the training of producers, dir-
ectors, editors, cameramen,
screen writers and designers is
likely to be established in Bri-
tain on the recommendation
of a report just published in
London.

The report is the work of an
independent committee under
the chairmanship of Professor
Lord Lloyd of Hampstead, set
up in 1965 by the Government
to consider the need for such
a school.

The committee suggest that
the school should be establish-
e¢d in the London area and
should be equipped at public
expense. It would recruit
about 40 students a year from
Britain and a smalier number
from other countries. Three-
year courses would be run at
an advanced level and the re-
cruiting age would be from 20
to 28. The cost of suchan
establishment is estimated to
be in the region of £300,000,

No Government decision
has been taken on the report
but Miss Jenny Lee, Minister
Responsible for the Arts, writ-
ing in the foreword of the re-
port, says that its early publi-
cation has been arranged so
that those interested may ex-
press their views before any
decision is taken,

While the committee whole-
heartedly recommend such a
school it also points out argu-
ments against such an estab-
lishment. The report recog-
nises that creative talent cannot
be conferred by training, that
working one’s way up in the
cinema industry is more effec-
tive training, and that a film
school could easily become too
academic.

in view of this the commit-
tee recommend a national film
school exploring new ideas,
maintaining  high standards
and providing potential artists
with an oppertunity to learn
the alphabet and elementary
grammar of their art. Such a
school, the committee feel,
would not only resuitin better
British films but also contri-
bute to the country’s exports,

Briv sh Bulletin

‘ment.

A Computer Cooperati

In Madison, Wisconsin, U.
S.A., several thousand dairy-
men own and control a com-
puter cooperative, the only
known one of its kind in the
U.S A. The Agricultural Re-
cords Cooperative, founded in
1959, does 85 per cent of its
half-million  dollar annual
maintaining and processing in-
formation for its membsrs, as
required by the Dairy Herd
Improvement Association. The

cooperative has fourteen re- '-;!--Jﬂ;i
cord centres across the U.S.A., L
of which twelve are part of !
university operations. DHIAS

function is to give farmers By

guidance in upgrading their,
herds in order to achieve a
greater return on their invest~
[t is exceedingly diffi-
cult for the ordinary farmer,
even the experienced one, to » a
just look at Nauncy, Priily, Dai= A
sy and Tilly and tell if they !
are actually paying their way, '
but when a farmer gets a fi
monthly report on each cow’s '
production, feed cousumgd,‘ ‘
feeding recommendations, Yo- -
tals for milk, fat and feed en- ¥
abling him to compare this d
with previous years’ records,
thea computer help is certain-
ly great. W]
The standard members of
the cooperative are visited
monthly by a computer fielld
man, who weighs and samplgs
milk from each cow from 4n *
evening and morning milkirlg
record, and samples are take .
to the DHIA laboratory folr
testing. ]\
Heow does such a system .
pay? The figures show that
the average cow produces
9,000 pounds of milk per year,
but the 9,000 owner-sampler-
members’ herds are averaging
11,404 pounds. An ARC pro-
motion pamphlet states that
three to four pounds of fat
per cow per year pay for this
complete ' seryice, and some
members have stated thaten
extra $95 per cow has been
the benefit to the farmer in =
participating in this unique
cooperative venture.

EPTRTRETNE _
Recruitment of &
Apprentices for il

Consumer Cooperatives

The total of 2,423 appreo-
tices (2,019 of whom will be
girls) will be accepted by con-
sumers cooperatives to their
apprentice training centres this
year. These voung peopls
will undergo training in - four
professions—general-store as- I |
sistant, window-dresser, motor- e
mechanic and the combined
cook-waiter specialization, Ex-
perience gained in t{he past
indicates that the most attrac-
tive profession both for boys
and girls is that of general-
store assistant; in previous
years, nearly half of all the
apprentices of consumer co-
operatives chose it as prepara-
tion for their future jobs. The
cook-waiter branch ranked 2
second as regards popularity
among the young trainees.

From the beginning of next r
September, the cook-waiter J
apprentices of consumer co-
operatives will undergo train-
ing according to new methodi-
cal plans and syllabuses. One |
of the mam changes iz that .1
the number of technical train- &
ing lessons will increase from
2,400 to 2,760; this will be
reflected in the third year of
trainiog, when four out of the
six working days every week
will be reserved for practical
training (instead of the former
three) and the remaining two
will be taken up by theoreti-
cal lessons. 4

o
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September 11, Vinobaji’s
birthday, synchronises with
Bharati Day, celebrated by the
Tamil people to render hom-
age to the great poet Subra-

mania Bharati who left his
mortal coil on this day thirty-
nine years ago. Bharati had
not completed thirtynine when
the Gods reclaimed him., But
in this short span of life, par-
ricularly in the last seventeen
years of his brief existence.
13harati poured 'out in prose
:and verse, in song and story,
essays and editorials a wide
varieiy of  thoughts, some of
the noblest uttered by man.

Born in an era fighting for
freedom, Bharati - naturally
gravitated towards active poli-

noblest flower of Indian
thought.

The seme Gandhian stream
of thought permeates Bharati’s

famous poem ‘“‘Pahaivanukku

| Arulvai”, which he has him-

seif translated into English
under the title,  “Love Thine

{ Enemy™:

*“Love thine enemy, heart
of mine Oh!

Love thine enemy.

Hast thou not seen the shin-

ing flame

Amidst the  darkening
smoke ?

In foeman’s soul lives Krish-
na, whom

as Love the wise invoke.
Oft we have preached to
men that God
In all that is doth shine,

Why, then, my heart, ’tis
God that stands

Arrayed as foeman’s line,

The heartthat fans its wrath,
shall it

Be wholesome nevertheless ?

Shall we, who strive for life
and Growth,

Lend thought to Sad Decay ?

‘Thine evil thoughts recoil
on them’,

So do the wise ones say’’.
Q o O

Strike not the tiger threat-
ening thee

But love it, straight and
true ;

The Mother of All hath
donned that garb,

By

.

tical struggle, but as a realised
soul he was always able to
give a touch of shming gold
to even the most ordinary
statements. He was untainted
byego; to him the world’s
misery was his own. It is au-
thentically recorded that he
would not hesitale o give
away the garments he wouild
be wearing were he to be ac-
costed by someone in need.
No wonder hie says:

My blessings go forth tothe
world,
' Behold, I bless all, all of
whatever race or nation. Even
those nations of the barbarous
realms, whom men count as
cruel, greedy and Godless,

~~gyven them 1 bless.

For they are all Myself.

I ordain that all these men
shall have the brute in them
slain, and the God in them
liberated™.

The love of the universeand
all its beings readily finds an
echo in Vinobaji’s salutation
*Jai Jagat!” (Victory to the
Universe) which he prefers to
use instead of any salutation
with a geographical limitation
such as ““Jai Hind ! (Victory
to Indial) ;

Similarly do we find Vino-
baji’ love extending to the err-
ing members of society, such
as dacoits, whom he converis
to an aseful way of life through
loving persuasion. Just as
Vinobaji refuses toaccept any-
one as irreirievable, so does
Bharati, To bim too, the foe-
man is as much worthy of love
-as the friend. Bharati was
among the earliest to recog-

 nise the greatness of Mahatma
Gandhi’s new technique of
satyagraha ; as early as 1908,
Bharati had hailed Gandhiji
(then in South Africa) as the

Salute her there too.
Love thine enemy, heart of
mine, Oh!

Love thine enemy ™.

Carrying this universality
further, Bharati reminds men
that wherever he might be he
is part of a whole, and hence
the sorrows and happiness of
his own sgelf. In the piece,
“Thoughts’ quoted earlier, he
says:

“Any thing which considers
itself as a separate small entity
in this illimitable Universs,
illimitable in all ways natural,
tends to have interests peculiar
to itself asa part from the
whole, and tends, therefore, to
put itself in opposition to the
whole in a few respects. The
result is what we call pain. . ..
For, how can a particle be

"safe, secure and happy (and it

wants to be all these) when it
is surrounded by an Infinity
which is at best indifferent to
its little self? There is no
safety, no permanent gratifica-
tion for what takes itself to be
a cell in an ocean™.

How very much like Vino-
baji’s appeal to the haves to
think of the have-nots as
members of the same family
and to share their wealth with
them ?

Divide not Mother Earth:
she is the common heritage of
all, admonishes Vinobaji. Here
too, Bharati has almost pro-
phetically anticipated his ad-
vent. In the essay “The Com-
ing Age”

Bharati argues

s But still for the West
as well as the East; there is
only one decent way of living,
viz. to make the earth com-
mon property and live on it
as fellow-workersand co-part-

ners. We have a tradition that
in the Krifa- Yuga, men lived
like that in this country. That
may or may not be true. But
human will shall yet succeed
in bringing about the Krira-
Yuga in all countries and in
not a far-off future. The high-
er Will of man has been baulk-
ed till now because for some
reason or other, it could not
direct the main part of its
energy towards rectifying the
root of all our social ills. Jus-
tice must be made to triumph
in the very formation of hu-
man society. And then she
will naturally triumph in all
human affairs and relations.
So long as the principle of
competition holds sway over
the structure of human asso-
ciations, so long as land and
water do not belong common-
ly to all. human beings, men
are bound to behave worse in
their ‘economic’ relations at
anyrate..... When the majo-
rity of men realise this fact
fully, we shall have. taken the
next step in our upward evo-
lation™’,

This same theme Bharati
further elucidates in his Tamil
essay “‘Selvam” (Wealth), in

which, again prophetically, he
suggests that land owners in
each village should call to-
gether the people of the vil-
lage at a meeting before the
iocal temple, and place their
title to the entire land of the
village in the hands of the vil-
lage assembly which shall
thenceforth apportion woik to
everyone and assure a square
deal for all. In typically In-
dian vein Bharati adds that
the decision to place all land

title in the public domain shall
be inscribed on copper plates
and deposited with the temple
archives for the guidance of
posterity.

It was the divine will that
Bharati shall be gathered to
,the Lord’s feet at a very early
age: but one cannot help
wonder what a great support
to Sarvodaya Bharati would
be today had’ he been spared
so long. ;

—Sarvodaya

m

An Approach fo Imporis and Exporis

The problems facing Ceylon
in the matter of Import-Ex-
port and distribution of goods
can be divided into several
sections.

The main problem is the
lack of exchange. The foreign
exchange available to the coun-
try is grossly insufficient to
meet the minimum require=
ments of our country. There
is no likelihood of the exchange
problem improving in the near
future. With the present rate
of population increase, the
chances are that we will have
to live with this problem for a
few generations.

Barter System

Increase in the domestic
production will solve the pro-
blem of scarcities in domestic
goods but commodities that

need strict supervision as it
can very often beunfavourable
to the home country. Our
products can be under-valued
by prior arrangement.

The problems of Interna-
tional trade are very complex.
All under-developed couatries
are on the look out for markets
for their products and due to
the same exchange difficulties
cannot take the imitiative to
sell their goods to  the maxi-
mum advantage.

Expensive Bosiness

Finding markets in develop-
ed countries is also an expen-
sive business. The techniques
1o contend with are also high-
ly *advanced’. It is too much
for small businessmen 1o cope
with.

Therefore it will, be evident

by M. L. M.
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canpot be produced locally
will still have to be imported.
Parallel to this, the country
must produce and sell goods
so that we will earn the maxi-
mum foreign exchange, at the
best possible World Markets,
goods must bz bought at the
lowest price possible. Barter-
ing imports for exporis should
be made use of to the maximum
advantage of the country.

Another problem is to pre-
vent the wastage of foreign ex-
change. In this connection—

{a) 1t is necessary to prevent
the price paid for imports be-
ing unduly inflated by Import-
€rs.

(b) Control of imports by
Mongpolists should be stop-

. ped. Due to this monopoly

power import prices can be in-
flated.

(c) Potential sources of sup-
ply should be wide, otherwise
suppliers can inflate prices,

(d) Nationals should be en-
couraged to enter the import
and export trade.

(e) Barter trade too will

that to do business with the
under-developed - countries—
barter trade will become most
useful, hence an Institution
doing both import and export
will be most suitable. To do
business with the rich devel-
oped countries, an Institution
with large resources and the
‘know how’ is most important,

Hence to prevent exchange
mal-practices, to obtain maxi-
mum benefit from export and
import goods at the lowest
possible price by initiating a
vigorous programme of barter
trading, there should be a Cen-
tral Organisation to do both
the import and export trade.
In order to successfully pre-
vent the possible mal-practices
enumerateéd above, the State
should have a control over
such an Institution,

However, it i only too well
known that omce the State
steps in, the old. bureaucracy
takes control. From then on
“Parkinson’s law™ will apply.

A possible way out of this
predicament is the Hon. Min-

ister of State’s idea of the for=
mation of the Public-Private
controlled Limited Liability
Companies with some modifi-
- cations.

The G.W.E. can be re-cons-
tituted with suitable amend-
ments {o the Act if need be to
take the place of the suggested
Import-Expori  Corporation.
its function can be limited to
the control of the proper use
of foreignexchange, to seg that
the country’s foreign exchange
budget is adhered to;  that
there is a proper coordination
in the imporis-exports pro-
gramme, that there isno abuse
in the use of exchange and that
all exchange earned by the
counatry is accounted for.

For this purpose all orders
both for import and export
will ‘have to be channclled
through C.W.E. It will have
to funciion both as an Indsnt=
ing House and zlso as a semi.-
government organisationwhick
would more or less be the
nerve centre of the country’s
life line in business,

In order to get the benefit
of the business acumen, know-
how, the management expertise
of the private trade—the best
solution is the formation of
the Limited Liability Compa-
nies as at present with 51% of
the shares held by the C.W.E-
and 49% by the Frivate Trade.

These Companies can be
formed as now both to impors
and also to export goods. To
reap the maximum benefit, all
imports and all exports should
be covered by these Compa-
nies, and as suggested earlier,
all transactions of these Com-
panies should be chapnelled
through the C.W.E.

While the Companies should
be free to find the best mar-
kets, the C.W E. should itself
advertise, advise and if neces-
sary direct these companies in
buying and sellingin a manner
most advantageous to the
country,

(Continued on page 7)
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Cooperation asan economic
system was introducedin India
in 1904. but its application
generally remained confined to
the field of agriculture. Soon
after Independence, however,
the role of cooperation in the
development of cottage and
small scale industries was duly
emphasised by the Government
of India in their Resolution of
1948 on Industrial Policy.
This was later reflected in the
directive principles of the Con-
stitution, which laid down tl;an
the promotion of cottage in-
dustries on a cooperative basis,
especially in the rural areas,
should be the responsibility of
the State. The Industrial Po-
licy Resolution of 1956 raised
the role of cooperation by dev-
eloping an industrial coopera-
tive sector. Implementation
of the policies thus laid down
gave the much needed impstus
to the cooperatives in the in-
dustrial sector, as is evident
from the following figures. At
the beginning of the First Five
Year Plan, i.e. in 1951, the
number of industrial coopera-
tive societies stood at 7,101.
By the end of the Second Five
Year Plan in 1961, that num-
ber had risen to 33,256, and
during the Third Five Year
Plan the progress made has
been even more encouraging,
for, on 30th Junme, 1964 the
number of these societies
reached the impressive figure
of 46,794. In other words,
the increase in the number of

(a) Industrial Service Coopera-
tive Societies

These societies do not un-
dertake direct risk of produc-
tion but help their members
by providing them with speci-
fic services, The services in-
clude supply of raw materials,
tools and equipment and help-
ing the members to market
their produce, etc. Mosi of
the socisties also proyide tech-
nical guidance.

(b) Worlshop Cooperatives

These societies own work=
shops, as well as the necessary
tools required for production,
and bear the entire risk involv-
ed in undertaking production.
The production is earried on
in the common ‘shed’ of the
society, the workers are pro-
vided with raw materials, tools
ete. and are required to manu-
facture goods according to the
fequirements of the society,
which then sells the finished
products, The workers, who
are normally the members, are
given wages either on a daily
or piece rate basis. Profits are
distributed as a bonus to the
members in proportion to the
labour contributed by each.

In some societies the mem-
bers are allowed to take the
raw materials to their respec-
tive homes but if they do so,
they carry on the production
as per the direction given to
them by thesociety. Thefinish-
ed products are delivered by
the members to the society,

by HEH, C. JEIN
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societies from 1951 to 1964
was more than 550 per cent,
Similarly, the membership and
working capital which stood
at 766,000 and  Rs. 70.53 mil-
lion respectively in 1951, reach-
ed 3,009,000 and Rs. 871.93
million during 1964. The work-
ing capital per member, which
stood at Rs. 92 in 1951, jump-
ed to Rs. 289 in 1964, i.e. an
increase of 240 per cent.

In order to assess the pro-
gress of industrial cooperative
societies and to make a detail-
ed study of their problems,

“the Government of india set
up two Working Groups in
1957 and 1962 respectively.
These groups made recomnmen-
dations with far-reaching con-
sequences and the working of
industrial cooperatives is stea-
dily being oriented in the light_
of their recommendations. All
industrial units made use of
the usual factors of produc-
tion, but a broad distinction
can be drawn between the in«
dustries depending more on
labour, i.e. labour intensive
industries, and those wit'h
heavy capital outlay, i.e. capi-
tal intensive industries. In
view of the fact that the arti-
sans and workers who come
forward to form industrial co-
operative societies are persons
of small means, most of the
industrial cooperative societies
in India are of the first type.

Types of Industrial Cooperative
Societies

[ ]

The mode of working of in-
dustrial cooperative societics
varies according to the services
they propose to provide for
their members. Some societies
provide only certain services
while others undertake joint
production. Functionwise, in-
dusirial cooperative societies
can be divided into the follow-
ing categories ;

the only difference being that
in this case, the goods are pro-
duced by the members in their
homes, while in the former
case, the production is carried
on in the workshop of the so-
ciety. This system has certain
obvious advantages, The so-
ciety need no’ invest money in
owning and equipping a work-
shop ; the members can also
utilise the services of the other
members of the family. In
the cooperative sector most of
the industries are of a tradi-
tional type, hence the mem-
bers of the family also know
the craft and can contribute to
increasing production.

(¢) Common Facilities Work=
shop

Before the products are rea-
dy for marketing, they gener-
ally have to undergo one or
two specialised processes.
Plants and equipment for spe-
cialised processing are costly
and small societies cannot af-
ford to instal them for them-
selves alone. Therefore, some
societies have set up common
facility workshops where the
societies can brings their pro-
ducts for processing, One so-
ciety has installed a calender-
ing (finishing) plant to assisi
its members to get their pro-
duction calendered. Another
society has set up a wire mill
for the benefit of the *Jari’
goods producers’ cooperatives.
Another example 'is a Coop-
erative Bicycle Assembly Plant
at Ludhiana.

(d) Cooperative Industrial
Estates :

A recent development in
this field is the establishment
of Cooperative Industrial Es-
tates by groups of small indus-
trial units. . These societies
purchase and develop the land
or take it on lease, lay out
roads, provide water and other
facilities ete. Some of them

E41,

also undertake the supply of
raw materials, set up common
facilities workshops and pro-
vide transport service.

Finance

Coaoperative societies, in ad-
dition to. normal commercial
financing channels can obtain
funds from the State Govern-
ments, all of which provide
financial accommodation to
industrial cooperative societies
under the State Aid to Indus-
tries Act, Funds are provided
both for block capital as well
as working capital purposes.
In order to help rural indus-
tries, the Government of India
established in February, 1943,
the All India Khadi and Vil-
lage Industries Board which
was later re-named All-India
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission. This Commis-
sion has evolved several pat-
terns of assistance and liberal
assistance is available through
it to the Khadi (hand woven
and hand spun fabrics) and
village industries,

The'main sources of indus-
trial cooperative societies as

There is 2 new movement
of youths in the United States
which is called the “hippy”
movement. (“Hip™ is a slang
word meaning ““to be aware.”)
This was originally started in
San Francisco, in a quiet, hilly
area near the huge Golden
Gate Park. 1t started in the
small rooms of the Haight and
Ashbury St. area, in Jan. 1966,
It has now spread to many
cities in U.S.A, It is said
som: youths in London also
are interested,

Basically it is a movement
of educated youths in search
of new ideals. Many of them
are graduates, and students.

t is a movement of rebellions
non-conformists flouting
everything conventional.

They are against an econo-
mic system of making every-
one own a Cadillac and a
color T. Vs. They are against
it ‘'which easily breeds wars.

far as finances are concerned
is the . cooperative bank. In
some Siates separateindustrial
Cooperative Banks have also
been established. In those
States where Industrial Coop-
erative Banks have not been
established, Central Cooper -
tive Banks are being encour-
aged to ear-mark part of their
funds for financing the indus-
trial cooperatives and to allow
representation of the indus-
trial cooperatives on their
boards of management. Fin-
ancial assistance is provided
by the Government to the Co-
operative Banks for appointing
qualified Deputy Managers
and Cost Accountants to ex-
pedite the disposals and loans
applications from the indus-
trial cooperative societies. In
addition to the above, the
State Bank of India also finan-
Ces cooperative societies when=
ever Cooperative Banks are
unable te do so. All these
institutions give loans to in-
dustrial cooperative societies

al a very concessional rate of .

interest ranging from 2} per
cent to 5 per cent.

y Movement of San Francisce
the city which usually reserve‘\

They have not tound them yet
but they are in quest. A great
many of them, especially in
san ©rancisco, are interested
in the fundamental philosophi-
cal discoveries of the Orient.
In particular, they are highly
attracted by the ancient Hinda
Wisdom, Zen Buddhism. But
they do not have full grasp of
them. In San Francisco, their
monthly magazine is * The
Oracle.” The latest issne has
3 or 4 pages devoted to the
topic of how to meditate as
Hindus.

The *hippies’ are also “hip”’
(aware) of the fact that the
American Indians had a great
sense of cosmic harmony, had
a great spiritual kinship with
the universe, and that sll was
destroyed ruthlessly. They
know that if we, the invading
Caucasiaas, had not destroyed
that Amer-Indian vision, the
Amer-Indian culture, that

by MISE ADELINE GREY

They are against it as manis
converted into a mere tool in
a giant gadget-making auto-
mation,

But these youths have not
fallen into the communist trap.
They realize communism is,
also, a worship of material
things, and a system geared to
make man entrapped in auto-
mation of grinding wheel, a
wheel withous life.

They are not for or against
any “isms”. But they are
protesting against huge auto-
mations, the huge wheels; ithe
huge gadget-making machine
which finally traps man at the
far end of the tunpel and lying
on the ground at the end of a
bullet.

They carry no banners, they
make no political parades,
they vote for no particular
candidates.  They are, non=-
political.  They realize that
politics is a/dead end street.

Searching for Ideals

The hippy youths are, in
fact, religious. They are
searching for ideals which have
roots in the human heart.

vision would have been a great
help to guide and inspire the
Americans of today. So the
hippies at last—as the first
educated group of U.S., ad-
mire and respect the Amer-
Indians. They naturally, have
their sympathy for thHe Ne-
groes,

The Keynotes

Love and compassion are
the main keynotes of the
‘hippy’ youth. They want to
cultivate love and manifest it.
They want to be loved. The
problem is, how true love can
be expressed in this age of
machine and automation,

Visitors to the Haight-Ash-
bury District in San Francisco
are often offered a flower by
some Hippy even as Buddha
once handed flowers of com.
passion to listeners,

Visitors to the *hippy’ cen-
tres are often surprised at the
friendliness shown to them,
The youths smile at strangers.
Every visitor receiyes a smile
from someone, a greeting
look from someone unlike

In order to strengthen the
share capital structure of she
industrial cooperative socies
ties, which is the foundation
of any society, the Government
gives loans to the members-of
industrial cooperative socicties
for the purchase of shares.
Loans are given to the indivi-
dual members through their
societies, The members invest
the loan amount in the shage
capital of the society and re-
pay the Government in small
instalments. In other cases, ,
and especially in the case of
federations and the apex bo- *
dies, the Government directly .
participates in the share capi-
tal of the society. Govern-
ment share capital contribu-
tion may be equal to or great-
er than the share money raised
by the members and has to be
repaid within a period of five
to ten years,

In order to safeguard the.
interests of Cooperative Banks,
guaraniee schemes have been !
started. Under one scheme, *
90 per cent of the loss suffereq”
by Cooperative Banks in finan.-
cing the industrial cooperative 8

(Continued on page 7) |

icy looks for strangers,

They are all pacifists (but
do not parade with placards.)
They refuse to fight in wars
and they are ready to go to
prison.

They do not take the dress -
of the latest fashion, They
eved go against the current
and make the “unfashionuhle™
“fashionable” in their own
area. Their dress is original,

They combine American Indie
an foot-wear, with some Hindu :

Or antiquarian touches. Fach
“hipster” dresses in his own
style. They especiaily like
long robes, long religious-type
medals or jewelry, sandals,
beards, and gay colours. Most
of them are poor and spend
very little.  They live simple.
They go in for very natural,
brown (unpolished) rice, know-
ing that milling takes away its
best part. They believe in
organic farming, and do not
use chemical fertilizers,
The Diggers

The Diggers is a branch of
the ‘hippy’ movement. The
Diggers do not believe in
money. They give free food
to any visitor each day at
4 p. m. in the Haight-Ashbury
area. They also offer to work,
but not for money. Lhey
work in exchange for goods.
They believe, as the Bible 5ays,
that ‘love of money is the root
of all evil” The Diggers are
a very pure-hearted group.
There is a Digger group oper-
ating at the Morning Star
Ranch and at other farm
areas.

It was opened to the Hip-
pies by a gentleman who was
already established on the
land, Mr. L. Gottliech. He
merely turned his unused land
over to the young people. The
local authorities try to use ail
legal means, old or new to
eject the Hippies and the
Diggers. But Mr. L. Gottlieb
will fight it out in the court
and the Hippies are a deter-
mined group, who will persist,

—Sarvodaya

e
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Coop Markelig : Progress and Problems

( Continued from our last Issue)

7t is Bigh time that instead
of vpassing pious resolutions
they undertake concerted and
concrete steps to implement
the same. :

Difficulties |
The marketing, societies

have not achieved the desired
degree of success as they suffer
from a number of defects and
difficulties. At the outset it
may be pointed out that most
of ths marketing societies are
«f recent origin, and are work-
ing with inadequate working
capital. The sales made by
them are so low that they
can hardly become viable and
efficient units. It is significant
to note that in 1963—64 out
of 2260 marketing societies,
undertaking marketing of agri-
cultural produce, as many as
1011 had sales of less than
‘Rs. 1 lakh. The inadequate
working capital of these so-
" cieties is partly due to the fact
that, by and large, the share
capital contributed by the
primary societies is not subs-
- tantial. This is because 2 large
. majority of the primary credit
sccieties are not affiliated with
them and these societies bave
failed to enlist the member-
ship of small and medium
cultivators, It may be men-
_tioned in this conpection that
yhe state contribution towards
{he share capital of the mare
keting societies was introduced
with the object of strengtben-
ing the working capital and
borrowing capacity of these

pledge of produce. It was en-
visaged that ordinarily & credit
society should not undertake
marketing of produce whilethe
marketing societies as a general
rule were not expected to pro-
vide production loans except
under extraordinary circums-
tances. An All India Seminar
on Cooperative Marketing of
Agricultural Produce held in
September, 1958 alsa came to
the conclusion that the practice
of isstiing loans for production
purposes by cooperative mar-
keting societies was not desir=
able. The main reason for
thic was that a marketing so-
ciety. located at 2 mandi centre
and serving a large area, would
not be able to ensure close con-
tact between the members,
and that, in principle the com-
bination of banking and trad-
ing in the same institution was
wrong and fraught with risk.

Cootrary to the above re-
cammendations in some of the
States like Assam,Bibar, Oris~
sa, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal, a
very large amouat of loans
ranging from 50 to 96 per cent
of the total was given as clean
or production loans by the
marketing societies, 1o one
State, loans were given even
to non-members, totally in con-
travention of the by-laws of
the societies, In some cases
one and the same person has
succeeded in obtaining loans
from both the credit societies
and the marketing societies.
This has resulted in high over-
dues.

by D, =.

s, Mathov

scéieties and was never envis-
aged to be & permanent affair.
The Rural Credit Survey
committee bad recommended
that Government's part of the
share capital should commence
to be retired as soon as the
optimum was reached. It is
imperative, therefore, t hat
marketing societies should in-
crease their share, capital by
enlisting membership of the
agricultural  credit societies
and bona fide small agricul-
turists.

Far From Satisfactory

In spite of liberal financial
assistance given during thelast
few years, the position of
godowns remained far from
catisfactory. This was reported
+o be due to the fact that mar-
keting societies faced great
difficulty in the acquisition of
land in new mandi development
areas because societies were
not being allowed land at con-
cessional rates: As regards
the allotment of Government
land for the construction of
godowns in the mandi areas,
it was noticed that the authori-
ries wefre prepared to give
land at the market or auctian
rate. If the societiesare made
to pay such a high price, it
is obvious that a buge amount
of loan and subsidy would
be spent on purchasing land.
1t is imperative, therefore, on
the part of the State Govern-
ment either, to grant crnces-
sion in the rate or additional
subsidy for epabling them to
pay high price of land:

The loan policy of the mar-
keting societies is far from
satisfactory. The conference
on Marketing and Coopera-
tion held at Hyderabad o
1955 had recommended that
the credit societies were to
advance leans against the

Inveztigation farther reveals
that a lion's share of the pledge
as well as production loans
had gone to traders; commis-
sion agents or trader-cum-culti-
vators. The exploitation of
the marketing societies by
these vested interests i3 not
confined only to backward
gtates like Rajasthan, Bihar
or Orisea, but even in a highly
advanced state like Maha-
rashtra ; anthoritative versions
show that merchants take full
advantage of all possible con-
cessions and facilities, availa-
ble from these societies,

In many a society the indi-
vidual members are reported
to be nonecultivators or tra-
der-cum-cultivators. Quanti-
ties of prcduce pledged by
these individial members
would convince anybody that
it was far in excess of quanti-
ty produced on their own land
The marketing societies never
bother to ascertain whether
the produce brought to them
was grown by the borrowers
themselves. It has been re-
ported that these traders bring
the produce from the small
cultivators and sell or pledge
the sams to the societies. As
it may pot be practical to en-
sure whether the produce
comes from the traders’ farm
or from the purchases made
by him from elsewheres the
only solution to this tangle
is as suggested by Mr. ], C.
Ryap, the well known authori-
ty on cooperation, that the
trader should not have any
place in the marketing society
and should be forthwith eli-
minated from the cooperatives.

High Operatiop Cost

The workiog of the market-
ing societies also reveals that
the cost of management is
abnorpmally bigh. The same

in the case of primary market-
ing societies moved from RS,
76.04 lakbs in 1958-59 to Rs.
358.50 lakhs in 1963-64 while
in the case of apex marketing
society it increased from Rs.
38.29 lakhs to Rs, 96.86 lakhs
during the same period. The
proportion of cost of manage-
ment to total working capital
in the former moved from 4%
per cent in 1958-59to & per
cent in 1963-64. It was foand
that in some of the societies
a manager, accountant, cashier,
weigher, watchman and peon
were appointed on the very
first day of the society though
a1l of them were hardly needed
from the start. A study in the
working of some societies in
one State showed that
employees were un-
trained managers and were
gettinz a salary rangiog from
Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 per month
while the volume of business
was very low in these societies.
The working of an apex society
was all the more revealiog.
It had besides a manager, an
accounts officery six assistant
managers, one office superin-
tendent, one accountant, one
private secretary to the Chair-
man, six upper division clerks,
13 lower division clerks thus
in all 30 employees excluding
class four servants,  Most of
the staff was wuntrzined, and
unqualified, incompetent and
ineificient. A large number
of employees were very old.
There was an assistant man-
pger who was 59 years old,
the office Superintendent was
62, onre UDC 65, another 58.
Two LDCs were 50 years old.
1n spite of the persistent efforts
of the Registrar, there was no
pruning of the redundant staff.
On the contrary the staff was
increased and salary scale up-
graded as if by way of & com-

pliment to the Registrar’s
warning,
The future of many a

marketing society has been
doomed because of mismanage-
ment and unsound policies pur-
sued bv these inexperienced
and untrained staff. Societies
Lave undergone risky opera-
tions which naturally blocked
their capital,

Another difficulty is that the
marketing societies buy and
sell agricultural produce at the
controlled rates whereas the
cultivator gets higher prices at
his own place and thus they
are reluctant to sell to the
marketing societies. A differ-
ence of Rs,5 to Rs. 10 per
quintal was reported between
controlled and private rates.
At present a very large per-
centage of the marketable
surplus is disposed of by the
primary producers in their own
villages. The agriculturists
have age old relations with
mahagans and the bait of
hard cash dangling under his
pose is so taatalising and enti-
cing that the cultivator fails
to: resist it. It is highbly
decirable that the marketing
societies sheuld provide suffi-
cient inducement to the pro-
ducer in the shape of reazon-
able prices and that too on the
spot: This implies that the
societies shonld change their
strategy from one of agency
business toontright parchasers.

Vicious Circle

In the end it may be men=-
tioned that the sound growth
of cooperative marketing has
been hindered because a large

Towels,

EARN AN EASY
RS, 150/~ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
" Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs, Pillow Cases,
Door and Window Curtains.

Available in lovely designs and enchanting colours at

Jaffna Co-operative Textile
Societies Union,

10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA,

OTHER RESERVES
FIXED DEPOSITS

PAWN BROKING

interest charged is 9%.
allowed.

v

THE JAFFNA
COOP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD.

PAID UP SHARE CAPITAL
STATUTORY RESERVES

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months has been
increased to 13%, 23%, and 33% respectively. On Deposits
for 5 years and over and on Deposits for 10 years and
over the rates are 457 and 437, respectively.

SAVINGS DEPOSITS
Interest at the rate of 3% is allowed on Savings Deposits
from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made fo withdraw
monies from this account daily.

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches,
Repayment by instalments is

Branches :
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—Foint Pedro
Nelliady— Chavakachcheri —Chankanai—Kayts—

Vali East (Averangal).
Head Office :
52, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.

Rs. 191,495-00
» 247,625-00
414,662-00

The Rate of

majority of primary credit So-
cieties in most of the states
are weak and non-viable units.
There appears to be a vicious
circle in the agricultural sector
of the cooperative movement.
Credit societies could not
work efficiently as cooperative
macketing is not well develop-
ad while the latter could not
keep pace as the former are
weaklings and moribund units,
It may be warned that without
a sound and satisfactory stroc-
ture of cooperative marketing,
it would be dangerous to ex-
pand credit throngh coopera-
tives as recoveries of loan
given by theagricultural credit
societies have to move through
the agency of marketing so-
cieties- 1In view of the weak
financial position of marketiog
societies, it is doubted whether
it would be possible for these
units to undertake large scale
distribution of fertilisers and
other requisites. To overload
these societies with unbearable
and unmanageabletasks would
be a sure way to their future
failure. It would be better,
if efforts are first directed in
making cooperative credit so-
cieties more viable by ainalga-
mation of ineificient units and
forging an organic and effectiv®
linking of credit with market-
ing. This weuld nat only ac-
celerate the pace of sound
growtb of cooperatives by en-
suring loan recoveries but
would also provide the farmer
with sufficient stimulus of a
chare in the substantial mar-
gin between producer and con-
sumer prices which is appro-
priated by the middlemen.
—The Madras Journal of

Cooperation

AGM

The eighth Annual General
Meeting of the Puloly MPCS
Union was held recently. The
Staterment of Accounts reveals
that the Union has made a net
profit of Rs. 7,698.14 cts.
during 1965-66.

IR TR
Czechoslovakia has

6,463 Unified Agricul-
tural Cooperatives

At the beginning of 1967
6,463 cooperatives in Czecho-
slovakia; they had approxi-
mately 860,000 members and
cultivated nearly 4 million
hectares of farm land (1 hec-
tare =2.47 acres). This means
that one cooperative society
has on the average, 614 hec-
tares of agricultural land. Moss
cooperatives are  in the South
Moravian and West-Slovak
regions, where they also cul-
tivate the largest areas of agri-
cultural lands. There are only
two districts without unified
agricultural cooperatives ; they
are the disiricts of Tachov
(West Bohemian region), where
nearly all the land is cultivated
by State farms. On the other
hand, statistical figures show
that the districts where agri-
cultural cooperatives have the
largest average areas of land
under cultivation are those of
Nove Zamby (1,453 hectares)
and Dunajska Streda (1,147
hectares)—both in the West-
Slovak region. The largest
areas of agricultural land per
member of a cooperative so-
ciety are in the districts of
Sokolov (12.3 hectares), Kar-
iovy Vary (8.9 hectares) and
Cheb (8.8 hectares), all in the
West Bohemian region.

—Czechoslovak Coop News
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. Industrial Coops
in India

( Continued from page 5)
societies can be made good by
the Government. Similar pro-
tection is available under an-
other scheme called ‘Credit
Guarantee Scheme’, which is

operated through the Reserve
Bank of India. :

Supply of Machinery

The National Small Indus-
tries Corporation, an autono-
mous boedy under the Ministry
of Industry, provides machin-
ery to industrial cooperative
societies on hire purchase, The
societies have to pay 20 per
cent of the cost of the machi-
nery as a first instalment at
the time when their application
for the supply of machinery is
sanctioned. The balance of
80 per cent and the interest
thereon has to be repaid in
small instalments. State Small
Industries Corporations also
help the societies in the same
way.

Training and Technical
Assistance

Counsiderable emphasis is
being laid at present on train-
ing and technical guidance.

. Technical training is provided
by the National Productivity
Council which 1s an autcnom-
ous body under the Central
Government, In the States
there are Local Productivity
Councils also. These Councils,
in addition to providing train-
ing, also undertake techno-
economic surveys to guide va-
rious industrial units. Arrange-
ments are made for the provi-
sion of technical-cum-business
management training by the
Central Small Indostries Or-
ganisation through its net-
work of Small Industries Ser-
vice Institutes and Extension
Centres. The National Co-
operative Union of India also
provides business/management
training for the office bearers
of industrial coaperatives and
departmental staff dealing with
industrial cooperatives. This
Union has also laupched a
pilot project for the education
of members and managing
committee members of coon-

. erative societies. This training
is designed to enable the mem-
berss to run their societies in a
business-like manner and de-
rive full advantage from them,
Education of the members and
manpagement committee mem-
bers is conducted by the edu-
cational instructors in separate
classes for members and com-
mittee members. The duration
of the members® class is three
days whilst that of the man-
agement commitice members
lasts for five days.

Marketing

For marketing their produce
the industrizl cooperative so-
cieties have joimed into federa-
tioos at regional and State
levels. To facilitate the mar-
keting of the produce of small
industries, State Governmenis
run sales centres. The Khadi
and Village Indusiries Com-
mission also runs many show-
rooms and sales depots where
the products of industrial so-
cietizs in their charge are dis-
played and sold. The Na-
tional Small Industries Cor-
poration also helps the indus-
trial cooperative s:ocieties to
participate in the Government
Purchase Programme. A spe-
cial establishment of the Gov-
ernment of India, called Direc-
torate Geperal of Supplies

and Disposals, is responsible

for making the purchases on
behalf of the Central Govern-

A Ban‘ker in the
Rice Paddy-

Nick Caoyonan, 27, works
for the Central Bank of the

Philippines. More often than

not, his effice is a rice paddy,a
humble farmhouse, or barrio
meeting hall.

To the farmer tending his
rice, Nick brings advice on
how to obtain bank loans.
With a stariling difference: if
you agree to buy good seed

. and use proper fertilizer and

sprays, Nick tells farmers, the
bank will lend you money
without even asking you to
mortgage your land,

It igcalled ““supervised cred-
it,”” Nick explains, and it’s
part of the Philippine govern-
ment’s new experimental rural
development program. Nick’s
advice is well appreciated in
the municipality of Bay, Lag-
una, where two-thirds of the
farmers are share tenants, lease
holders and smallland-owners
who have little or no land to
mortgage and who could never
get bank loans before.

Nick, the son of a farmer
and a graduate of the Univer-
sity of the Philippines® College
of Agriculture, was sent to
Bay by the Central Bank as
an agricultural credit exten-
sion ' technician.
advises farmers on bank loans,
He helps them solve their
agricultural problems and
guides them in the correct use
of their new seed, fertilizers
and insect sprays.

The project was hard going
at first, Nick recalls. Some
farmers thought the money
they received would represent
a handout rather than.a loan.
Others were suspicious of ad-
opting any new farming prac-
tices. They wanted to see
how successful the new pro-
gram would be before they
agreed to join in.

And successful it was. More
than 400 farmers borrowed
$40,000 during the first 14
months of the program, They

increased their rice yields by’

a bountiful 48 ' percent and
were able to pay back their
loans in full. i 155

Nick is pleased with the role
he has been able to play in
improving his nation’s agricul-
ture. *I have read the his-
tories of other countries,” he
says, “and it seems they de-
veloped their agricultural pot-
ential first and then gradually
made the transition to indus-
trialized societics. Before we
become an'industrialized state,
we must build up a stable agri=
cultiral base. And the success
of this effoert depends on the
work of us young people—
and on our dedication to the
cause.”

—Quest
R B e R T
More Wagons to be Sent

Send more wagons to trans-
port red onions from Jaffna,
Thisis the instruction given by
the CASto the CWE. Follow-
ing representations made by the
NDCE, the Permanent Secret-
ary to the Agriculture Ministry
asked the CAS to instruct the
CWE to provide more wagons
for the transport of onions,

ment. Industrial Cooperative
Societies can register with the
Directorate General of Sup-
plies and Disposals through
the National Small Industries
Corporation. .The Directorate
General of Supplies and Dis-
posals gives a 15 per cent price
preference to the  industrial
cooperative sccieties,

1C A Journal

_certain dangers. With

He not only

Cooperation—the Third Way

Cooperation is the Third
Way, through which we can
remain free men, without be-
ing dependent on the Govern=
ment for everything, declared
Mr. K. Nesiah at the seminar
of the Thenmaradchy West
MPCS Union.

Mr Nesiah, comparing Co-
operation with Capitalism and
State Socialisim = said that
through Cooperation we could
create a world free from war,
fear and want. Under capi-
talism, there was both good
and evil. The evil thing, he
said, about capitalism was
that it was dominated by the
profit motive. The evil conse-
quences of this could be secen
when the big combines gota
stranglehold on the economy
of a country, But capitalism
also had its good points, said
Mr, Nesiah. That is why he
did not want capitalism to be
done away with completely.
Instead Capitalists should be
confined to certain spheres.
He stated that basic indus-
tries which were socially bene-
ficial, should be the preserve
of the State. But even in
State “Socialism there were
the
growth of centralization, there
was the very real danger that
we would become slaves: that
was why he wished the powers
of the Central Government
to be curbed. Cooperation—
the third way—helped the
development of janasakihi,
without which there could be
oo true democracy. Coopera-
tion, he pointed out was the
way of Karma Yoga.

Mr., N. Ponnampalam who
presided appealed to coopera-
tors to render selfless service
to the Movement and to rid it
of fraud, corruption and nepo-
tism.

Mr. M. Mathibalasingham
ACCD Jafinpa FEast pointed
out that public opinion now
was generally not very favour-
able to the Cooperative Move-
ment: therefore through semi-
nars and conferences we
should strive to turn the tide
of public opinion in our
favour. He wanted non-mem-
bers and outsiders to partici-
pate in the discussions so that
they could also help in mould-
ing a more favourable public
opinion.  Mr. Mathibalasin-
gham emphasised that the
best way to win over public
opinion was by ridding the
Movement of the various ills
that plagued it, Office-bearers
should be dedicated, selfless
people. He pointed out that
it societies functioned merely
as instruments of the Go-
veinment it would mean that
they were not really serving
their members,  Societies
should strive, first and fore-
most, to serve the needs of
their members. They should
also try to increase their share
capital, as the growth of a so-
ciety depended on this. Stres-
sing that the support of mem-
bers and public alike was
necessary for the Movement’s
progtess, he suggested that the
help of the public be soughs
through sub-committees.

Mr. T. K. Rajasekeran,
Vice-President NDCF wanted
better understanding between
Committees and employees, as
the latter could contribute a
great deal to the progress of
the Movement. Employees
should not be made 1o feel
that they are an unwanted lot.
Committees should treat them
reasonably well because good
employees could help build
good societies. Mr. Rajase-
keran said he tirmly belicved
that seminars could go a long

way in helping to solve many
of the problems that afflicted
cooperatives.

Put what you have learnt
here at this seminar into
action, was the advice given
by Mr. M. Kanapathipillai,
NDCF representative. He
wanted the delegates to con-

vey what they had picked up

to the general membership
and the managing committees,

Mr. E. Sithamparapillai who
dwelt at length on the food
production drive, wained that
unless we took the necessary
steps, the same fate that has
befallen India, today would
come to pass here too: over-
population was the main
danger facing many countries.
It was a great pity, he said
that Ceylon which was at one
time the ‘Granary of the Fast’
should now have to depend on
foreign countries fer its food
supplies. Now that we were
unable to get all the food we
needed from outside, we
should try to become self-
sufficient. Mr, Sithamparapillai
urged that we become self-
sufficient in food as gumickly

as possible because population
experts had warned that the
world population would be
doubled within the next 40
years. He wanted Coopera-
tive Socicties to participate
actively in the food drive. It
was incumbent on every one
of us, he stressed to grow the
food we needed: the younger
generation especially should
make this their goal. Citing
the case of Israel where with
the help of the Iatest scientific
techniques they had succeeded
in transforming deserts into
smiling fields, he said there
was 1o reason why we couldn’t
turn our saline Iands into
fertile plots, with the help of
science. Referring to the
Weeding Campaign, he appeal-
ed to landowners to give
school children an opportunity
to participate in it. Deplos-
ing the wanton felling of pal-
myra trees, he suggested that
we launch a *Grow More Trees”
campaign: trees would
help the soil to absorb the
rain-water, He also urged that
we eat less rice and get our
children too to eat kurakkan,
maize etc,

Mr. E. Velayuthar proposed
the vote of thanks.

Imports & Ezports

(Continued from page 4)
Internal Distribution

The C.W.E. or the proposed
Import-Export  Corporation
while being the sole importer
of goods should have nothing
to do with the actual internal
distribution of these goods to
the consumers. This should
be left in the hands of the—

(@) Private Trade
(b) The Cooperatives.
The Limited Liability Com-

‘panies now being formed to

import consumer goods should
be given their quota of the ex-
change available to import that
particular variety of goods for
distribution solely to the pri-
vate trade, Thesg goods can
be got by tender or barter in
the World Market by this
Company in close collabora-
tion with the C.W.E, and in-
ented through the C.W.E,

Likewise the Cooperatives
themselves should be permitted
to use their quota of the ex-
change to get down their re-
quirements of the goods—also
through the C.W.E._ for distri-
bution to their member socie-
ties. Unlike in the case of the
Limited Liability Companies,
the Consumer Cooperative
Unions numbering 120 in Cey-
lon, have already got their
apex organisation—the All
Ceylon Cooperative Consum=
ers Union Ltd. This apex Uni-
on can take over the distribu-
tion of the goods indented by
it for its members, The apex
society can obtain its goods
through other Cooperative
Apex Organisations in other

countries or by calling for
tenders through our Embassies
or through the usual Trade
Channels. The C.W.E. will
then haveseveral sources other
than its own, to check the
most advantageous price from
the view of the foreign ex-
change position of the ¢ountry,
1f need be, the C.W.E. must
be in a position to direct the
Cooperative W/S Union or the
private company to purchase
at a source other than the one
designated by it—with valid
reasons of course. The C.W.E.
Board should have represen-
tatives of the private trade,
Cooperatives and the Govern-
ment (two for the Trade, two
for the cooperatives and five
experts of the government),

Needless to say that in case
of an emergency or the need
for rationing, the Government
can easily divert the goods
from the private sector to the
Cooperatives or vice-versa at
the source,

The C.W.E. can be the sole
Importer for the Government
and even handle certain mono-
poly items for sometime.

Certain goods like machinery
and motor vehicles can be left
out for the present—but even
here if machinery and vehicles
can be standardised, very large
amounts of exchangé can be
saved.

The advantage of direct ex-
port ‘of our primary products
10 user countries with adver-
tising, sales promotion etec.,
with State backing and the
benefits of barter trade need
not be amplified.

A solution to some of our
problems may well be in this
direction.

'/ Address:

Retail Shop at :

JAFFNA M.P.C.5. UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,

Authorised distributors for
CEYLGOGN STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.
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Government Urged to
Appoint Commission

® Appoint a Commission
to investigate the incidence of
social disabilities arising out
of caste and to recommend
ways and means of removing
them.

This is one of the resolutions
passed at a recent meeting of
the General Committee of the
All Parties Conference on So-
cial Disabilities. Mr. K. Ne-
~ giah chaired the meeting.

Another resolution calls up-
on all sections of the people
to exercise calm and restraiq_t.

The Committee which view-
od with concern the recent in-
cidents involving violence, ap-
peals to the better conscience
of the Tamil people to eradi-
cate social attitudes and prac-
tices that offend human digni-
ty and equality. It also urges

‘Cooperative Movement

Averted

The credit for having avert-
ed a famine during World
War 2 maust certainly go to
the Cooperative Movement.

So said Mr, D. L. Patrick,
DRO Vali North, speaking at
the Vali North MPCS Union
seminar held at Inuvil. He
went on to say that today it
was only through the Cooper-
ative method that. we could
successfully achieve anything.
Tle observed that the govern-
ment too firmly' believed that
it was only through Coopera=
tion that we could develop
QUF €CONOmY.

In his presidential - address,
Pundit K. Nagalingam said
shat it was because of ignor-
ance of cooperative principles
and ' the by-laws that there
were so many squabbles in
coop societies. Through semi-
nars, he observed, such ignor-
ance could be dispelled. The
joint discussions were very use-
ful in clearing up all doubts.

. Societies which at one time
had been torn apart by strife
caused by misinterpretation of
the by-laws had now—thanks
to seminars—begun to funct-
jon harmoniously, stated Mr.
M. Kanapathipillai Retd. HQ1
and NDCF representative. He
stressed that during the dis-
cussion classes everyone should
be given a patient hearing.
Only then could they come to
a correct decision.

Mr. T. K. Rajasekeran,
Vice-President NDCF explain-
ed the functions of the North-
ern Division Cooperative Fe-
deration as a supervisory body
and outlined its history. He
stregsed the usefulness of the
Ttinerant Book-keepers Service
and explained how it could
help to keep the accounts up-
{o-date and check frauds. He
assutred them that the NDCF
was prepared to give all pos-
sible assistance to its affiliated
societies. Dwelling on the
need for Savings Schemes, he
remarked humorously that,
because of the absence of such

schemes in most societies, it
had become the rule that once .

3 debtor to a Cooperative So-
ciety, always a debtor.

Mr. P. Cumaraswamy AC
CD Jaffna West suggested
that the Cooperative Bank
pay a higher rate of interest
on Savings Deposits. This, he
pointed cut, would be an ' in-
centive for societies to depo-
git their Savings in the Bank.

that the cause be made a non-
party, non-sectarian matter,
free from 'group antagonisms
and personal bitterness. It
emphasises its standpoint that
the remedy for the infringe-
ment of the Social Disabilities
Act must be sought solely
through legal means.

The Committee also requ=
ests the Government and the
Public to observe Gandhi Ja-
yanthi week commencing Oc-
tober 2 next, through the Ra-
dio, the Press, Schools and
popular organisations, with
the focus on  the removal of
Social Disabilities, It states
that it is in a position to pro-
vide speakers for school as-
semblies and to domate Rs.
300/- in prizes for a Tamil
Bssay Contest at Senior and
Junior Levels.

Famine’

Mr. Cumaragwamy deplored
the gap between precept and
practice, between the fine
speeches and the mean actions.
He wanted societies to be run
according to the by-laws:
the*throw the law into the dust-
bin® mentality must go. There
was no room, he stressed, for
egoism in the Cooperative
Maovement.

Cooperative Societies should
set up an Agricultural Devel-
opment Fund, suggested Mr.
V.S. Ponniah, Retd, ACCD.
A part of the society’s pro-
fits could go into this Fund,
he said; each member too
should pay an annual contri-
bution to the Fund, This
money, Mr. Ponniah pointed
out, could be used to help
colonists from the area who
were settied down in colonisa-
tion schemes elsewhere. Mr,
Ponniah warned that we
would miss the bus completely,
unless we set  about  this
gcheme immediately, He also
urged that Cooperative So-
cieties apply for leases of
Crown Land for cultivation
purposes.

Mr. S. Ambalavanar, Presi-
dent NDAPC Union urged
that employees be treated
better and given better salaries.
Otherwise we would be driving
them to commit thefts and in-
dulge 1n other malpractices.
He wanted appointments to
be done strictly on merit.
Pointing out that State inter-
ference became inevitable if
the Movement was weak, he
urged that we work whole-
heartedly to make the Coop-
erative Movement strong and
yirile. After his recent visit
abroad, he said he felt that
societies established for a
single purpose would yield
better results than multipur-
pose cooperative societics.

Mr. Varadaraja Perumal
proposed the vote of thanks.

T S
NEW
OFFICE BEARERS

'+ The following were elected
office-bearers at a general
meeting of the Pachchilaipalli
Karachchi Coop Credit Sup-
ervising Union: Messrs. R.
Elias (President), S. Ponniah
{Vice-President,) A. Nadarajah
{Hony. Secretary), S.Kanda-
samy (Hony. Treasurer) and
S. Kandiah (Committee Mem-
ber).

Government Ready
to Assist Youths

The Government, was ever
ready to help educated youths
who wished to take to farm=
ing.

This was the assurance giv~
en by Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam,
Addl. Govt, Agent, Jaffna, at
the public meeting held after
the formal opening of the new
building of the Araly West-
North MPCS.

The opening ceremony be-
gan with Mr. A. Amirthalin-
gam, M.P. for Vaddukoddai
hoisting the rainbow-coloured
Cooperative Flag, Mr. Saba-
ratnam cut the tape. The for-
mal entry into the new build-
ing was done according to tra=
ditional rites.

M. Sabaratnam went on fo
say that the Government was
losing valuable foreign ex-
change on the import of subsi-
diary foodstuffs, That was the
reason why the government
had launched a drive to grow
these crops locally.” This year
it had allocated 63 lakhs for
the Jaffna District, for the cul-
tivation of subsidiary food-
stuffs. But it was regrettable,
said Mr. Sabaratnmam, that
farmers here had applied for
loans totalling up only to 35
lakhs. While admitting that
under the mew Agricultural
Credit' Scheme, = the interesi
rate was high, he pointed out
that 9%, was lower than-the
rate of interest levied in South
East Asian countries. He ap-
pealed to youths to take fto
farming and make full use of
Government assistance.

The Home of True

Cooperation

(Continued from page 1)

was why members of Credit
Societies were generally better
cooperators, whereas in other
societies, many members were
ignorant of the affairs of their
societies. Unless Credit So-
cieties are revitalised, declared
Mr. Rajaratnam, the future
of the Cooperative Movement
would be bleak.

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai,
NDCF representative, said
that all those who had the
welfare of the Cooperative
Movement at heary should
strive to give new life to Credit
Societies. Dwelling at length
on the factors which had led
to Credit Societies becoming
defunct, he said that the indis-
criminate issue of loams to
members of CAPS and MPCS
had led to heavy overdues.

Mr. S. Velupillai, Range
Coop Inspector, said that
Credit Societies were the back-
bone of the Cooperative Move-
ment, He stressed that semi-
nars are essential to eduocate
cooperators: many. problems
could be solved througnh
these seminars,

Mr. K. ‘Kaneshalingam,
Administrative Secretary,
Vavuniya District Cooperative
Union, warned against depend-
ing too much on the Govern-
ment for assistance. He
wanted committees to give the
necessary assistance to mem-
bers at the correct time so that
they could get the full benefit
of it.

Gtie
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WHAT A CHANGE!

What a pleasant sight to see
all the taxis lined up one be-
hind the other, outside the
Jaffna Railway Station! It
was not so very long ago that
one ran into a scrimmage as
one stepped out of the station.
One found oneself haggling
with choosy taxi drivers who
wanted higher fares from
short-distapce passengers: they
had insolence written all over
their faces and flaunted a ‘take
it or Jeave it> air. Now that
era is past—never to return, I
hope. Now there’s no gues-
tion of asking the taxi driver
whether he’ll drop us at any
particular point. You just get
into the taxi and the driver
has to take you to your desti-
nation, though it may be only
a little more than a stonc’s
throw away. This kind of dis-
cipline has brought more or-
derlinéss 'to the place too.
Earlier, it almost resembied a
battlefield, what with taxis and
cars pulling out at random
and pedestrians scurtying for
safety.

DRAMATIC ESCAPE

The dramatic ‘jail-break of
a ‘lifer’ has brought the Jaffoa
Prisons into the limelight.
Such escapes have occurred
only once in a  blue moon.
This particular prisoner was
transferred to the Jaffna Pri-
song after he had attempted to
break out of Bogambara,
With whose help he broke jail,
yet remains a'mystery. He
hasn’t yet been recaptured,
either.

WANTED-GAS ARIASKS

The ' Jaffna Municipality
must seriously think of sup
plying gas masks to all those
who use the public conveni=
ence sited smack in the centre
of the bus stand. The stench

is S0 overpowering that no one
whose sense of 5%51} is normal

= Snrvgyéﬂ by RAJ

can get anywhere near it, leave
alone step in to drop a penny,
without some such aid. Be-
sides, someone has forgotten
to supply doors to the lava-
tories so that everything is
done in full public view. There
are no lights either so that at
night one has to grope about,
hoping that one wont step on
something, Perhaps to the
suthorities, filth is just' an-
other form of matter, but we
ordinary mortals haven’t yet
become so philosophic as to
overcome. our squeamishness,

ANY GRUDGE ?

Someone in the CTB seems
to be having a grudge against
commuters on the Mathagal
line (Route No. 787). At least
that is what some regular
commuters seem  to think.
Their complaint is that after
6-45 p.m. they have to wait
nearly two hours to catch a
bus back to Mathagal. This,
they allege, happens almoss
daily. There ars supposed to
‘be two buses, one at 7-15 p.m.

and the other at 7-45. Bat .

invariably, 'm told, they either
never turpup. on time or, if
they do, are diverted to some
other route by those men in
grey suits. Now I can under-

stand if this happens once or °

twice when there’s heavy pres-
sure on other routes, but every
day? The CIB should lay
down some basis for diverting
buses, instead of leaving it to
the whims and fancies of some
individuals.

GIRDING UP THE LOINS

Now that the Minister of
Local Government has an-

: nounced that the Jaffna Muni-

cipal Elections will be held in
another four months, our
local politicians are scurrying
around seeking support. While
one welcomes the move 10
hold elections, one only hopes
that no disaster befalls the
Model Market Scheme,

Jaffna
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