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COMMENTARY

COOPERATIVE CONTRIBUTION
TO NATIONAL REHABILITATION

Is there a spec:al role for the C00perat1ve
Movement to play in national rehabilitation in the
“scontext of the revolutionary changes sweeping over
the world today ? That is to say, beyond their pro-
duction and trading activities, ecamthe cooperatives
contribute significantly to the making and re-mak-
ing of the nation?

The answers to this question involve a search
into why we went down so easily before our Euro-
pean conquerors and how they were able to impose
on us their will and their institutions. Undoubtedly
we were betrayed by what was false within and
theirs was ‘a civilization on the march’. There was,
“however, some redemption in all'this since the Bri-
“tish became ‘the unconscious tools of history’ and

_laid for us the foundations of a new order. Not
hﬁh , the Cooperative Movement, ushered in here
duri g the last phase of British Rule, could vital-

Ip in bringing about the pervasive social trans-
‘&nrmatwg needed to ferry a medieval society into
‘modert nationhood.

Firstly, the ideal of human dignity and equali-
iy is'denied alilte by meaningless caste distinctions
and dlscnmmatory practices. Despite the British

legal system, in an unequal society, equality of sta-
- tus may. -‘Eak_e some time to become equality of
function If we turn to Cooperative Principles for

oies Open afid voluntary membership......
: ny soc1a] political, racial or religious dis-
nation” will tend to senhance the s1gmﬁcance
. of the individual. It is no empty share-holding
" when at the local general meeting every member
can cantribute to the common pool of ideas.

Secanr]ly, the British who derived their cohe-
cw‘f: power in nationalism found us to be parallel
_societies with varying fatherlands. In this situation,
the cooperative, ?wﬁf:h is a society rather than a
shop and a people’s movement rather than a State
underta.kmg, will help to make the community more
of a community. The principle of “cooperation
among cooperators” will carry the'concept of com-
munity to national and international levels.

Thirdly, the democratic principle was formerly
unknown to us outside the wvillage panchayat. The
forms of democratic government introduced by the
Brifish still finds us without the democratic convic-
tion or the necessary self-discipline. As against this,
“‘one member, one vote” makes each cooperative
society a democraey in.microcosm. The distribu-
tion of scarce articles by means of token cardsiand
the queue systeﬁi too are part of the democratic
process.

The fourth *weakness in our set-up was that
while the resources of the ' industrial revolution and
the enterprises®f joint-stock companies were winning
empires for the West, we placed little store on
economic development.s Even today scarce resour-
ces arebemg diverted from development needs to
welfare setvices. Perhaps the cooperative enter-
prise, based on *limited dividends” with no profit-
‘motivation, may well be an economic democracy
that heralds ﬁ;nhm*:ted industrial advance.

Fma]ly, if education is a potent instrument of
change for a society ‘meeding ' radical renewal, the
new dLrectwn thae ‘‘all cooperative societies should
make provision for the education of their members,
officers and employees and of the general public”,
should help to create not only a cooperation-cons-
cious society, but one that is able to make sense of
a world of phenomenal technological discovery and
-social change.
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Fillipfor Potato Cultivation

The Northern Division Agri-
cuitural Producers Cooperative
Unpion has drawn up a scheme
to help intensify potato culti-
yation in the Jaffna District.

In November this year, 500
acres in Jaffna are to be plant-
ed with potatoes, About 8,500
ewts. of sced potato will be
nsed and the expected yieldfis
70,000 cwis. The crop will be
harvested next February. The
NDAPC Union will not only
purchase the crop but also pro-
vide fertilisers and insecticides
on credit to potato cultivators,
to the tune of Rs, 2 lakhs. The
Union has carried ont a market
survey and will appoint whole-
sale agents throughout the
island, both in the cooperative
and private sectors. It will
endeavour to market the potato-
es on a consignment basis,
with a. very small margin of
profit for it to recuver over-
heads.

Vocational Training
Institute for Jaffna

A Vocational Training In-
stitute will soon be set up in
laffna.

The Institute, which isbeing
set up with West German aid,
will turn out fitters, welders,
mechapics and machinists.
For a start, 250 trainees will
be taken in. Hostel facilitics
will be provided later on. It
has been estimated that the
Institute will need 70,000 gal-
lons of water per month and
a load of 142 KVA of electri-
city.

Five acres of land to the
west of the Jaffna Fort have
been set apart for the Institute,
and work on the building will
start in a couple of months’
time.

The Paradox

Have you ever asked your-
selves why you continus to
live in miserable hovels though
you catch so much fish?

This was the question posed
to the fishermen of Myliddy by
Mr, S. Stanislaus President
Northern Province Fishermen's
Cooperative Societies Unpion.
The occasion was the formal
opening of the Myliddy St
Marv’'s Fishermen's Cooperas
tive Society.

He went on to say that
those who exploited the fish-
ermen were living in luxury
while the poor fishermen were
sunk in ignorance and poverty.
It was toput an end to such
ruthless exploitation that this
Cooperative Society was form-
ed. He appealed to them to
work hard and live like one
family. Mrt. J. Pbilip, Fizhs
eries Inspector also spoke.

. acres
Govt. Agent observes that an

To explain this scheme to
potato cultivators, the Union
held a meeting recently. Mr.
K.N. Jeyaseelan, DAEO was
specially invited to attend. Mr,
S. Ambalavanar, President
NDAPC, explaiping the scheme
to the delegates, said that it
would help to stimulate pro-
duction and also expand the
market, »r. Jeyaseelan point-
ed out that the ban on the im-

port of potatoes had led to an
increase in local production.
Five years ago, potato cultiva-
tion in Jaffaa was confined to
2 acres, 3 years ago the acre-
age had increased to 72, Last
year 134 acres were under pot-
ato cultivation. This year they
were planning to cultivate 500
acres, v

(See also iage 8)

Emphasis on Subsidiary

Food

It was decided that effort

should be concentrated to-
wards the cultivation of subsi-
diary food crops, for “which
this District is ideally suited
and for which the people have

a special aptitude. The targets |

for onions and chillies culti=
vation for Maha 66/67 have
been exceeded, states Mr. Ver-
non Absysekara, Government
Agent, Jaffna, in the Agricul-
tural . Implementation Pro-
gramme issued by the Jaffna
Kacheheri. He adds that “a
special potato drivewas launch-
ed and propaganda meetings
were held. The target for pur-
chases last year was excegded
by 99 tons. There is a mark-
ed tendency on the part of the
farmer to give up tobacco for
the cultivation of subsidiary
food crops, especially in view
of the loss of the Malayalam
tobacco market”,

The Govt. Agent pinpoints
as noteworthy permances
the caltivation of onions; chil-
lies and potatoes. The figures
are as follows :

Targets Achieve-

ments

acres  acres
Onions 5,500 5,700
Chillies 2,100 2,170
Potatoes 100 129

Mr, Abeysekara states that
an attempt is being made to
meet the full requirements of
the country next year with re-
gard to red onions. He points
out that the vouthe schemes .

which have been started are ™|
‘proving a success ; they wiils

concentrate on the production
of subsidiary food crops, The
extent under onions next year
will be increased from 35,500
acres t0'6,525 acres. The acre-
age unc%er chillie cultivation

| be increased from 2,100
1o 2,571 acres. The

intensive effort is being made
to produce potatoes on a large
scale: “‘there is a great deal of
enthusiasm in this direction
and our proposal is for the
cultivation of 531 acres. Dur-
ing the following year we hope
this will be extended to 1,000
aeres™. Mr. Abeysekara states
that a plan is being prepared
to produce the entire require-
ments of certified seed paddy
required for the Jaffna District,

Crops

Action has also been taken to
ensure that fertilisers are avail-
able to the farmers., Lands
which had been asweddumised
but left uncultivated in Maha
66/67 will be brought' upder
cultivation: otr of 12,80
acres left uncultivated in Maha
66/67, 12,087 acres will be cul-
tivated in Maha 67/68. He
adds that Cultivation Commit-
tees and Village Level Com-
tees are now taking action to
see that whatever land is cul-
tivable.is.bgeught under culti-
vation next Maha, According
to the programme, 80,118
acres of old asweddum:sed
land and approximately 3,272
acres of new land can be cul-
tivated. An extent of 719
acres has been rendered uncul=
tivable by becoming saline.

Regional Union

Needed

Speaking at the 8th Annual
General Meeting of the Panda-
terruppuy MPCS Union, its
President, Mr, N. James, stres-
sed the need for a Regional
Consumeys' Union if coopera-
ﬁwes were to distribute goods
q‘equc%}‘ynnd gain the confi-
den the people. He con~
demned the CWE which had
an import monopoly for. being
responsible for the sorry state
of affmﬁw_'ere goods whieh
were ing it supply in the
£00Ds wer& dreely available
"with the private trader.

Mr. James said rhat the
Union's Bakery and the Weav-
ing Centre were functioning
very successfully, He added
thatithe Union hoped to get
down power looms.

Vir. P, Coomaraswamy AC
CD Jaffna West, pointed out
that it was not enouch for a
society to make profits. It
should strive toserve its mem-=
bers. He stressed thata so-
ciety should not rest content
with merely buying and selling
goods. They should start new
industries, thus providing
more employment.

Messrs. V. Rajaratoam and
I. Sebastiampillai were elected
to the Coramittee. Mr. M.
Kanapathipillai proposed the
vote of thaoks.
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CASTE AND CASTEISM

In recent weeks nearly every
political party has shown deep
concern over the . plight of
Jafina’s Minority Tamils. iThe
Federalists, the Tamil Con-
gress, L S.S.P. (Coalition) CiP;
(Moscow) C.P. (Peking), LS.
S.P. (R) have all addressed
themselves to the task of dis-
covering the grievances of these
people and finding remedies.
A contingent of Buddhist
monks also descended upon the
scene. It would be idle to
deny that a strong political
motivation lies at the root of
these manifestations of huma-
pitarianism. The Minority
Tamils have votes and their
votes are as good, as anybody
else’s. But that is not the
whole story. The country’s
mood has changed. Evenin
jaffna held up by the metro-
politan press  as the lasg bas-
tion of feudalism in Ceylon,
the large majority of people
are intellectually convinced of
the legitimacy of the demands
made by their underprivileged
countrymen. But intellectual
conviction provides little mo-
tive power for practical action.
Most people would not mind
it very much if eating-houses
and temples were thrown opsn
to Minority " Tamils. More
than that they are not disposed
to do, Many feel that Time
will do the trick.. But the vic-
tims of discrimination seldom
have the philosophic temper
that sees Time as the great in-
strument of reconciliation.
They are impatient, they are
militant, their sepsitivity to
their humiliations and depri-
vations are part of the spirit
of the times. The underdog
everywhere is ready not merely
to bagk, but to bite as well.

But with militancy on one
side and qualified tolerance on
the other, why has  there been
no tangible result ?

It is significant that most of
the recent clashes have oc-
curred in rural areas, Itisa
Marxian commonplace that
the peasantry everywhere is
the bulwark of conservatism.

* Even people who are intellec-
tually convinced of the iniquity
of these acts of discrimination,
are loth to do what is ‘not
done’. There is a rural.etho
against which logic and reason
and humanitarianism eannot
prevail. It is nowhere spelled
out. But by the time a child
goes to school he has absorbed
the values of his community

and knows the behaviour %

propriate to all occasions. T
is true of both groups.

Social organisation based on
status is mot a upmique inven-
tion of the Jaffna Tamil. It
has existed in many parts of
the worldincluding South€ey-
lon and T am not quite ‘con-
vinced that South Ceylon is
such an egalitarian paradise as
the Colombo papers make out.
Of late the Poya issue of the
Ceylon Observer has been car-
rying matrimonial advertise-
ments from people seeking
brides and grooms. In not one
of them is the caste qualifica-
tion omitted. At least in re-
gard to marrjage the caste qua-
lification is a sipe qua non.
Bryce Ryan in his book Caste
in Ceylon which is really a
study of caste in South Cey-
lon, had some entertaining
things to say about the subter-
fuges praciised by ‘progres-

sives® in their efforts to eat the
cake and have it, to be pro-
gressive without totally aban-
doning inherited prejudices. I
think there is’a difference of
degree between the North and
the South, which however is
not one of black vs. white,
And the difference is naturally
less pronounced in the urban
sector. As faras rural com-
munities are concerned, I be-
lieve there is not much to
choose between North and
South. The practice of caste
discrimination in the South, is
no justification for Jaffna to
do likewise.
trine that only he that is with-
out sin is entitled to throw
stones at sinners. My thesis
is that propaganda by do-goo-
ders is powerless to effect any
radical change in an age-old
social structure. As far as I
koow, such fundamental
change has come about thr-

ough the impact of new socio- *

economic forces. Industriali-
sation with its concomitant ur-
banisation was the death-knell
to the status-based economy
in England and other Europe-
an countries. The same pro-
cess can be observed even in
Ceylo%!.] Of course industria-
lisation brought its horrors no
less degrading and savage than
the system it displaced. And
in our day and generation va-
liant efforts are being made to
combat the inequalities and
iniquities of industrial capi-
talism. But that is another
StOrY. v

But how about India? Has
not India where the same soci-
al- and economic conditions
exist a better record than Cey-
lon, particularly Jaffna? Proba-
bly go. But India again is not
the abode of saints only, Sin-
ners too abound. Only we do
not hear about them,

Here is an extract from a
scientific analysis of the caste
situation in India found in an
article entitled Caste Dyna-
mics: A Psychological Analy-
sis by Dirganand Sinha in the
June-August issue (1960) of
the Eastern Anthropologist :

“Discrimination is more
pronounced in the South where
in many States there is open
recognition of castes in ap-
pointments to government
posts and admission to engi-~
neering, medical and other
institutions. In the North, open
reservation through legal and
constitutional means has not
been possible to the same ex-
tent. But this should not im-
ply that thinking on caste lines
is absent. It is very muc
there. The only difference is
that in the absence of consti-
tutional devices, caste consoli-
dation in appointments and
other spheres is sought to be
achieyed by ‘informal’ means
and by a sort of “‘geatleman’s

agreement’” among mem bersm

of each caste group.

*Even the Indian Constitu-
tion in spite of its emphasis
on non-discrimination on the
basis of caste, creed, race, sex,
language or religion, has not
been able to stem the tide of
caste thinking, When both the
Madras High Court and the
Supreme Courtdeclared on the
petition of a Brahmin-girl who
was refused admission to a
college on caste ground, that
the action was a clear viola-
tion of the Fundamental Rights
guaranteed to every Indian
citizen under Article 29 (2),

It is sound doc- |

j The Co-operative Movement plays an
| important role in Ceylan’s ecenomic
{deveiopment. The People's Bankworks
! together with the Co-operatives for

~ Natlonal Prosperity.

The

largast network of

branches in Ceylon.}
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the Parliament passed the Con-
stitution (First Amendment)
Act in 1951 and thereby pro-
vided constitutional basis for
‘‘reservation” for socially and
educationally backward castes.
This was perhaps considered
a social necesgity, but a tragic
one. Itis'a sad evidence that
discrimination on caste lines is
implicitly an accepted pattern,
and 1s going to have an influ-
encefor 2 very long time to
come'’,

But if conditions in India are
better, this is due to two fac-

tors (1) Mahatma Gandhi’s in-
fluence on Indian thinking and
practice was profound. But
Gandhis are not penny a dozen.
Nor do they grow in ' every
back-garden. Non - violence
needs phenomenal seif-disci-
pline and the discipline he im-
posed on himself and demand-
ed of his followers cannot b2
dreamt- of anywhere in the
world today. (2) As far as
South India is concerned, the
non-Brahmin—perhaps anti-
Brahmiin—movement played a
decisive role in bettering the
lot of the underprivileged, The
Brahmin was aristocrat, land-
owner, administrator, techno-
logist, business magnate, priest,
scholar, political boss; and
he made no effort to conceal
his contempt for lesser mortals.
All the other castes made com-
mon cause against him and in

‘the process -of pushing him

off his pedestal the lowliest
strata also reaped some bene-
fit.. In Jafina the alignment
is all ftouchables’ ws. the
rest, In the recent confronta-
tion between the two groups,
I am told, the activists on the
conservative side were not
Vellalas but others holding an
intermediate status between
the Vellalas and the minority.

‘Ignorant of Fundamentals’

Many members are still ig-
norant of the fundamentals of
Cogperation, declared Mr. P.
Cumaraswamy ACCD Jaffna
West, inaugurating the Islands
MPCS Union's Seminar. He
pointed out that before the
War, Credit Society meinbers
were taught and examipned be-
fore the society was registered.
When war broke out, the or-
der went out to register 'as
many StoresSocieties as possi-
ble. That was how certain
private traders and exploiters
became cooperators io name.
Stressing that most of the
problems bedevilling the Co-
operative Movement arose
from ignorance cof cooperative
principles and the regulations,
Mr., Coomaraswamy said that
semiioars belped to root out
such ignorance.

Welcoming the speakers
and delegates, Mr. P. Kathira-
veln [.P.U.M., President Is-
lands MPCS Union, said that
it was only through thé Coop-
erative Movement that inter-
national peace could be achie-

My purpose is not to throw
cold water on anyone’s ideal-
ism butto show that in the
prevailing context  gestures
like inter-dining will look ama-
teurish and unrealistic. The
demand is for hardercurrency.
Study in depth and planning
are needed.

There'is a lot more to'be
sajd particularly about the
missionarizs who came o
Jaffna to win converts to the
Four Noble Truths and the
Eightfold Path. 1 may return
to the theme some other time.

—5. H, P.

ved. It was a movement which
transcended all barriers.  Tra-
cing the history of the Coop~
erative Movement in Ceylon,
Mr. Kathiravelu said  that
Credit Socisties had helped the:
ordinary man ouat of his diffi-
culties. With the 2od World
War, the Consumer Movement

got a fillip. It was the Co-
opsrative Movement which
came to the rescue of the
couptry by distributing equit-
ably the goods that were avail-
able. Today = Multipurpose
Cooperative Societies were
taking ‘aninterest in industrial
and agricultural production,
Mr. Kathiravelu pointed out
that the Goveroment too had
realised that it was only
thropgh the Cooperative Move-
ment that production could be
increased.

Mr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF recalled how when
he joined the Cooperative De-
parfment, the then Registrar
told him,; “If you want to
study Cooperation, go to the
islands.”  Emphasising that
Cooperation was our only
salvation, Mr. Rajaratnam said
that we should not depend on
the, Government  for every-
thing. Too much dependence
on the Government had led to
a sifuation where the Govern-
ment was making use of the
Movement to push through
its own sehemes. He advised
thent to be self-reliant and to
explore new avenuesof product-
1on; for instance, the palmyrah
could lend ‘itself toa variety
of uses.

Mr. R.C.S. Cooke, Retd.
SAC, said that experience had
shown that it was the unin-

(Continued on page 7)
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CHINA'S CULTURAL
REVOLUTION

I'm pot much of an admirer
of China’s ‘Cultural Revolu-
tion' but some of its aims
Seem t0 me unexceptionable.
What I dislike abount it is its
excesses, its frequent recourse
to needless violence (I know
that we can't make omelettes
without breaking ezgs but yet
+s:-..) and the peculiar idiom
it uses for its slanging matches,
‘Of course my reactions are.
based on the reports that ap-
pear in the newspapers herse,
which are potoriously biassed,
so that one has to concede
that one's opinions can, at
best, be tentative,

The most attractive thing

-2bout the 'Cultural Revolution’
is its fight against economism.
Now this 'word is not found in
any of the standard dictionar-
ies but the antithesis of what
it signifies is as old ag the old-
est of religions teachers. Since
all cultures are but dialects of
one’ and tha same universal
spirit, | sappose that the op-
posite of ‘economism’ is what
the Christians refer to as the
kipgdom of the spirit, though
of course to vulgar Marxists
and rationalists the phrase is
anathema. Malcolm Mug-
geridge’s term for ‘economizm’
is ‘American—Scandinavian
horror’. China's strenuous fight
against econoniisnt will hearten
all those who believe that a
fridge,a car and 2 wife are not
the be-all and end-all of life,
In this respect I feel that
Russia is slipping. Despite
Liberman’s reforms, capital-
ism hasn’t yet been surreptiti-
ously re~introduced into Rusdia
bnt perhaps the goals of the
average Russian and American
aren't so very- different : who
was it who said that Commy-
nism is the logical heir o
Capitalism ?

A Canadian professor, Barry
M. Richman, who visited
China last year, has written a

vbook titled Capiralists and
Managers in Communist China.
The Ked Flag—the Peking
Wing'sweekly-hadsomequota-
tions from the book, which
make clear the differences bet-
ween Russia and China, Prof.
Richman who isthe Chairman
of the International Business
Program at the University of
California'says that the “Chin-
ese do not seem nearly as con-
cerned as the Soviets about
economic inefficiency at the
factory level resulting from
state planning and resource
allocation problems. For the

“ Chinese enterprise is not view-
ed as a purely economic unit
where economic performance
clearly takes priority. In fact,
Chineze factories seem to pur-
sue objectives pertaining to
politics, edacation and welfare
as well as economic results.
The Chinese factory is a place
.-+ ..where illiterate workers
learn how to read and write,
and where employees can and

do improve their work skills’

and develop new ones thraugﬂh
education and training. ;
a place where hovsing, schools,
recreational lacilities, roads,
-shops and offices are often
.constructed or remodelled by
factory employees. It is also
a place from which employees
go out into the fields and help
the peasants with their harvest-
ing. Hence if supplies do nor
arrive according to the plan,
Chinese factory workers gener-
ally do not remain idle or un-
productive—at least by the
wregime’s standards” On the

It is
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question of material incentives
too—the carrot dangling be-

‘fore the worker—the Russians
and Chinese differ. While the
‘Soviets accapt ‘monetary in-

centives and self-interest as
key motivating forces for both
managers and workers’ the
Chinese frown upon them.

During his  visits to 38
Chinese factories, the Profes-~
sor found that piece-rate in-
centives had been completely
abolished. However in 80 per-
cent of the factories workers
could still earn ‘monthly or
quarterly bonuses. And, in-
terestingly enough, such bonus-
es were not based solely upon
productivity ; politics and help=
ing corworkers were also key
criteria,"" The Professor also
notes that the Chinese are go-
ing all out to abolish class
distinctions. He observes that
in a “Soviet or American in-
dustrial enterprise. there are
generally clues which enable
an outsider to distinguish the
top managers from the work-
ers and perbaps even the top
managers from the lower=
level manggers.” During his
visit to Russian enterprises the
Professor noted “observable
differences in the salary and
wage -scales, working and
living conditions, dress, appear-
ance, education, work patterns
and even interpersonal con-
tacts” which told him who
was who. But "in Chinese
enterprises’’, he states,
are fewer clues than pro-
bably in any other country in
the world” He says that
there aren't very substantial
differences in the housing 'con-

. ditions of managers,. technici-

ans, Reds or workers. Top
managers,lower-level managers,
engineers, technicians, party
cadres and workers are 2ll in-
tegrated in the apartment
houses, Moreover all person-
nel eat together in the same
canteen during working hours.
Richman also says that “‘elec
tions and worker participation
give the workers a sense of
identification and commitment
to their enterprises and also
results in a form of bottom—
up control not only over eco-
nomic performance but also
over the proper interpretation
of state policy and ideologically
correct behaviour.,” Another
thing the Chinese are striving
to abolish is the distinction
between mental and physical
labour. Personally 1 don't
think both are interchangeable
but Isee the point in making
intellecthals do a weekly stint
of physical labour: that’s one
way of getting them ount of the
habit of despising physical
labour and looking down upon
the labourer. Richman refers
to the director of a Chinese
factory whom he found cook-
ing damplings in the factory
kitcheﬂ.

Strange as it may sound, it
seems that the Chinese are
trying to do some of the things
that Gandhiji advocated. But
of course the means they have
adopted put them at the op-
posite pole to Gandhiji and
Vinoba. But there's no deny-
ing that, spiritually speaking,
the Cultural Revolution for all
its oddities is in the austere,
moral tradition 'of the East.
Whereas in Russia, Western-
style altfluence sceems to be
eating into the revolutionary
spirit. I suppose this is inevi-
table when the basis of the
ideclogy is materialism, how-
ever dialectical it may be. As
you sow, 0 shall you reap.

there:

The Eternal Spring
Whose Name 1s Twenty Years

(Continued from our last issue)

Now understand me right.
I have no intention of calling
upon the Doctors of Sciences
of tomorrow to take walks on
window ledges. I do notcall
for indiscipline, licentiousness
or other mortal sins. But they
are impossible where there is
genuine enthusiasm, a genuine
sense of responsibility !

The Basic Spring

A sense of self-respect. What
wonderful words these are!
And how closely related they
are fo enthusiasm, which I re~
gard as the basic spring of
education and the basic spring
of creation. Enthusiasm for
one’s wonderful science! I
am speaking as a mathemati-
cian and thinking of mathe-
matics, but <1 appreciate of
course that any true science is
splendid. Tam for enthusi-
asm for' science, art, nature,
enthusiasm for the very sports
which some of my colleagues
often scorn without any rea-
son (it is certainly better for
students to watch a game of
hockey than to play a game of
cards). Without enthusiasm
there can be no fathoming the
secrets of the universe nor any
real understanding of the arts.

Nobody ever asks what it
means to understand nature.
But everybody is  debating on
how to understand aré. In my

born .of great ideas that agi-
tate humanity. Take, for in-
stance, Beethoven’s Third
Symphony, which he himself
named Heroic, take the great-
est works of Bach, Chaikov-
sky, some of Shostakovich’s
symphonies—it is hardly pos-
sible to dispute that it is these
works, the most human works,
linking  the purely aesthetic
emaotion with the sum total of
man’s deepest aspirations and
emotions, which are the most
outstanding and everlasting
works of art.

Prime Task

The prime task of education
is to help the still unshaped
personality to find the dividing
line between what he “likes”
apnd *“dislikes”, between what
is “boring” and what is “inter-
esting’’. Good or bad taste
depends on where this line
passes. © Here is what Loba-
cheysky had fo say: ‘'Mere
mental education does not
complete one’s upbringing.
Man, while enriching his mind
with koowledge, must still
learn to enjoy life”.

chevsky’s philogophy of life:
enjoy life, feel | its beauty, be
conscious of the fullness of the
world surrounding you.

The 'development of taste
must begin early in life, at the
very start of any upbringing,

By Prof DP.

5. Alexandrow

opinion, to understand art is
to love it, nothing else, 1
think anyone capable of list-

ening with enthusiasm, again’

and again, to at least one piece
of music has the ability to un-
derstand mausic.

Chaikovsy and Musorgsky,
Beethoven and Chopin spoke
of music as a special means of
human intercourse which no
other means of intercourse can
rerlace. 1 recall a concert at
the Grand Hall of the Moscow
Conservatory. The pieces per-
formed were  Beethoven’s
Ninth Symphony and Third
Fiano Concerto. The concerto
was played by Richter. I look=
ed at the faces of some of the
students of the Mechanics-Ma-
thematics Department who
had come with me and thought
*“It was in order that man
could have the kind of expres-
sion on his face these students
are now having that Beethoven
wrote the Ninth Symphony”.

Among man’s emotions
there is a special one—theeth-
ical emotion, the emotion of
beauty. Thereis beauty every-
where. Each correct geome-
trical figure, a globe, for in-
stance, made of polished gran-
ite, or ths surface " of snow
after windiand blizzard when
it suddenly gets very cold and
the snow lies in  such tranquil
waves (what we in mathematics
call an analytical surface). ..
It is all beautiful indeed. Yes,
there is beauty all around us
and it is to it that “*pure” ast,
including the so-called abs-
tract art, at least in its serious
manifestations and expressions,
appeals. But the adherents
of “pure art>” wish to recog-
nise only this “pure beauty’
as art.

Yet it is a fact, in my opi-
nion, that art is not limited to
the emotion of beauty. Itis
bound up with other emotions,

My teacher Nikolai Nikolay-
evich Lucin was in the habib
of repeating : *“Any poor book
read is poison drunk”. This
equally applies to bad films,
bad music.

There is the famous aria on
slander in Rossini’s opera
**The Barber of Seville”. How
slander imperceptibly, gradu-
ally penetrates, spreads, worms
its way everywhere, It is just
the same with banality. You
cannot ‘‘complain” about it.
Itis not a criminal act. But
in essence it is as much a dis-
tortion of man’s aesthetical na-
ture as slander is of his moral
nature.

At one of the university
lifts I happened to overhear a
dialogue between two girl stu-
dents. One offered a cigarefte
to the other. She said: I
don’t smoke’”. The firss girl
answered : *Well, do, it is the
fashion now™.

lamnot going toread a
lecture on the harmfulness of
tobacco. Butif yoif wanta
brief and precise deseription
of banality, here it is: “Do it,
it is fashionable now™.

Beaunty in' Russian is ex-
pressed also by the word
charm.. There is hardly an
image of'a woman in all Rus-
sian literature filled with great-
er charm than Pushkin’s Tati-
ana, One of the forms of an
artist’s immortality is the
charm of the images he creates,
Charm is beauty filled with
inner warmth, Reverting to
the ill.-starred girl student with
her cigarette, I must say that
there was at that moment very
little charm about her, charm
which any girl of her age
ought naturally to possess.

All human creation bears
within itself both knowledge
and beauty. There is an ele-
ment of knowledge in the very

There is.
this note ever presentin Loba-

uniqueness of the emotional
content of any work of art,
We learn something {new both
about man, and about the
world, something that cannot
be conveyed and learned by
any other means, except the
given work of art. This is
why, as Pushkin said, one can-
not convey by words Raphael’s
“Madonna”,

On the other hand, auy sci-
entific creation (mathematical
included) is inseparable from
the aesthetic emotion. It de-
mands at some moment the
straining of all of one’s intel-
lectual and emotional strength
and willpower, which 'poets
call inspiration. Inspiration so
understood is  inseparable
from the very act of cognition
of a mathematical truth, when
after long iand often futile
efforts some screen suddenly
drops from the eyes and the
horizon broadens. In mathe-
matics, as is shown by the ex-
perience of all those dedicated
to it (it is probably the same
with all other sciences), the
cognitive criterion is insepara-
ble from the sense of ecstasy
experienced when the beauty of
understanding some new laws
suddenly reveals itself.

It is important to point out,
I think, that a creative percep-
tion of the world and of one’s
own life is not only accessible,
but at a youthful age natuaral
to every man. The eminent
exponent of medical psycho-
logy, Ernst Krechmer, says
that any young man between
16 and 25 of age and even
older has the psychology of a
potentially gifted man. And it
is the task of education to help
him develop it. This potential
gift, if it possesses objectively
enduring elements in nature,
may develop into real talent,
a really productive gift mani-
festing itself in objective crea-
tion. The job of ‘education
then is to help develop these
essentially creative elements.
But if they do not exist, if it
is only a potential gift limited
by age, (and in Krechmer’s
view all human beings possess
such a gift), then it is the job
of education to switch it into
culture, hence, to fill it again
with objective value for human
society.

Culture is something one
can learn or teach but cannot
imbibe, just as it is impossible
to imbibe the charm of Pugh-
kin’s “Eugene Onegin”, and I
would be simply distressed if
after this speech of mine there
would emerge a new school
composition on the sub ject of

“The Reasons for Tatiapna’s

-%nch-an'tmem and Onegin’s
‘Disenchantment™. But it is
possible and necessary to con-
vert into high culture the
youthful purity and freshness
of perception, its readiness to
respond to the subilest shades
of life.

I cannot but cite Lobachev-
sky’s wonderful words, which
are both a hymn to student
years and a bequest to keep
their traditions: ““You are
now entering the world, The
novelty and diversity of im=
pressions leave no room for
reflection. But a time will
come when the splendour of
today will be overcast by the
past, with the enchanting beay-
ty of its dimness, like finely
tarnished fretwork on bright
gold, like the reflection of

(Continued on page 7)
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Cooperative Agricultur

The cooperatives are not
and will not have the sole mo-
nopoly for supplying agricul-
tural credit. There are the
non institutionalagencies com~
prising the agricuiturist, mon-
ey-lenders, professional moun-
ey-lenders, relatives, landlords,
traders and commission agents
who together accounted for
93 per cent of the amounts
borrowed by cultivators in the
year 195i—’52 for which data
had been collected by the All-
India Rural Credit Survey.
The institutional = gencies con-
sisting of the Government, the
cooperatives and the commer-
cial banks accounted for the
balance of 7 percent, the
share of the cooperatives be-
ing only 3 per cent, There has
been no recent survey con-
ducted on an All.India basis
to indicate the relative contris
butions of the different agen-
cies But the All-India Rural
Debt and Investment Survey
also conducted by the Reserve
Bank assessed that the coop-
erative credit institutions ac-
counted for about 3th of the
borrowings of the cultivators
in 1961—'62 for the country
as a whole anpd for about half
in some States like Maharash-
tra. At the time of the Rural
Credit Surveythe contribution
of the cooperatives was so in-
significant and even this per-
formance suffered from so
many inadequacies that the
Committee pronounced a judg-
ment of failure on their fifty-
year record. Recently an In-
formal Group appointed by
the Reserve Bank came to the
conclugion thas the massive
support given to the coopera-
tives during the Second and

. 'Third Five Year Plans on the
basis of the recommendations
of the Rural Credit Survey
had failed to activise them in
some States, But both the
Rural Crediy Survey Commit-
tee and the informal group,
like many others which ex-
amined this question from
time to time, were of the firm
view that although coopera-
tion had failed, cooperation
must succeed. To quote the
Rural Credit Survey Commit-
tect

‘““Notwithstanding the un-
satisfactory record of coopera-
tive credit, we believe not only
that the cooperative system
can, if the right conditions are

created, work successfully in
this country but also that, for

rural India as a whole and in
particular for the development
of the prosperity of her agri-
cultural population, there is
no real alternative to the adop-

tion of the cooperative basis

for the organisation of credit
and economic activity™.

The objective of the policy
followed in the conntry in the
past several years is to create
- conditions favourable for the
development of cooperative
credit agencies so that they
may discharge their responsi-
bility satisfactorily. The posi-
tive preference towards the co-
operatives is due not only to
the fundamental inadequacies
of the other agencies, but also
to the inherent merits of the
former. These are briefly in-
dicated in the following para-
graphs.

The Moneylendes

The size of the moneylend-
er’s participation in agricul-
tural finance continues to be
preponderant, although at-
tempts at making inroads into

his position are being made for
the past several years. But be-
cause he continues to be the
major source of agricultural

credit is no reason why he

should remain in that position
for ever. One has to think in
terms of an alternative ageacy
both from the peoint of the in=
dividual and from the broader
point of the nation.Itis not dis-
puted by anyone that the rates
of interest charged by him are
exorbitant and his practices
are not above board. If he
combines trading with money-
lending the cultivator very
often is deprived of fair return
for his produce. The most
important demerit of the mon-
eylender from the national
point is that he does not make
any distinction between one
purpose and another, so that
the quantem of credit is de-
pendent largely on | the value
of security offered and not on
the productive effort of the
borrower. With the passing
of the land reform legislation,
the value of land as security is
at a considerable discount so
far as he is concerned and con-
sequently the credit eligibility
of an individual in bis judge-
ment falls far short of the re-
quirements of a more inien-
sive agriculture. It is obvious,
therefore, that the moneylend-
er has to be replaced by a sys-
tem which is production ori-
ented and is sympathetic to
the needs of the cultivator. It
is also clear thateven if the
moneylender proposed to in-

the Government machinery
controlling the flow of taccavi.
The following is the view of
the All-India Rural Credit Sur-
vey Committee on the record
of taccavi in this country:

“In practice, taccavi is apt
to be little else than the ill-
performed disbursement of in-
adequate moneys by an ill-
suited agency. It would not
be far from the truth to say
that the record of taccavi is a
record of inadequacies. These
may be considered in their dif-
ferent aspects which are: (i)
inadequacy of amount, inequa-
lity of distribution and in-ap-
propriateness of the basis of
security ; (ii) inconvenience of
timing, incidental delays and
impositions of various kinds
on the borrower and (iii) in-
efficiency of supervision and
incompleteness and co-ordina-
tion®’, In view of the incapa-
city of taccavi to provide ade-
quate credit for increasing
agriculiural production, the
accepted policy now adopted
on the recommendation of the
Taccavi Policy Commiittee ap-
pointed by the Government of
India to stop the issue of all
taccavi loans except distress
taccavi progressively all over
the country. It has been agreed
that taccayi may have a part to
play in relation to areas or

, classes of people that are back-

ward and that are not being
looked after well by the coop-
eratives. But even hereitis
feit that it would be better to
have Agricultural Credit Cor-

ingits dealing with a large
number of individnals staying
in small and underspread vil-
lages, Consequently, the credit
provided will tend to be secu-
rity based and will gravitate to
large and medium cultivators,
leaving the large body of small
cultivators high and dry. Itis
also unlikely that even those
who receive the credit facilities
will enjoy enough for intensive
agriculture. For these reasons
the commercial banks cannot
be expected to play any signi-
ficant role in the sphere of
agricultural production credit,
though it will be of great ad-
yantage lo bring them into the
picture at least in respect of
very big cultivators whose re-
quirements are too large to
be met by the primary credit
society.

Merits of the Cooperative
System .

The various agencies engag-
ed at present in the provision
of agricultural credit suffer
from some inherent and irre-
mediable weakness leaving the
cooperatives as the most ap-
propriate agency for the pur-
pose. The Rural Credit Sur-
vey Committee has observed
as follows:

“For several important rea-
sons, borne out by the experi-
ence not only of India but
many other economically back-
ward countries, it may be re-
garded as axiomatic that at
the rural base, that is to say

-

by C. D DATEY

troduce the necessary changes
to make his supply of credit
conducive to increase in agri=
cultural production, he would
not have the necessary means
to do so. His meagre resour-
ces cannot obviously be sup-
plemented by linking him to
any banking system in the
country. :

Government Taccavi

Government has been pro-
viding agricultural credit in
the form of taccavi loans un-
der the Land Improvement
Loans Act of 18383 and the
Agriculturists Loans Act of
1884. The loans under the
former are for improvement
of land and are for medium
and long periods and those
under the latter are for meet-
ing the current expenses on
agriculture. Being Govern-
ment controlled the system
cannot obviously be accused
of charging excessive rates of
interest or of taking undue
advantage of the needs of the
cultivator. It may also be
possible for the Goverament
to raise adequate resources to
lend support to a production
oriented system of agricultural
credit. In practice however,
taccavi tends to become a very
inflexible arrangement totally
unsuited to meet the require~
ments of a large body of small
cultivators scattered in hun-
dreds of thousands of villages.
Taccaviat best can meet the
requirements in full of a small
body of large cultivators who
can offer the necessary tangi-
ble security and who can man-
age 1o have easy access to the
machinery  which sanctions
and disburses taccavi, The
majority of coltivators cannot
offer the prescribed security or
afford the time, money and
energy required in approaching

porations which are indepen-
dent of thecontrol of the Gov-
ernment.

Commercial Banks

Commercial banks account~
ed for less than one per cent
of agricultural credit accord-
ing to the All-India Rural
Credit Survey data and what-
ever little finance they provid-
ed went to large tea and coffee
estates, For various reasons
the commercial banks have
not paid any attention to agri-
cultural production credit,
though the movement of agri-
cultural produce and its pro-
cessing are financed largely by
them. For one thing, the com-
mercial banks in the country
confined their activities until
very recently to large towns
and cities and had no branches
even in many district head-
quarters, Even now they do
not have the necessary admin-
istrative machinery for main-
taining direct or close contacts
with the villages where the
credit has to be provided, sup-
ervised and recovered. Sec-
ondly,« the resources of the
banks consist mostly of short-
term deposits whereas agricul-
tural finances hasto be extend-
ed for at least one agriculjural
season extending upto twelve
months. Even if the commer-
cial banks are assisted to have
the necessary administrative
machinery and the resources,
they will still be wanting in the

-inherent qualities required for

the best agricultural credit
agency. For instance, by con-
stitution the banks will have
to operate in the villages thr-
ough a bureaucratic machinery
which will not be able to com-
mand that degree of local
knowledge and supervision
which are so necessary for an
agricultural credit agency hav-

in the village itself, no form of
credit organisations will be
guitable except the cooperative
society. Where larger produc-
tion is the aim, the money-
lenders credit is obviously un-
suitable, The alternative is
institutional credit, private or
other ; but this tends more
than ever to confine itself to
the bigger cultivators if itis
not channelled through some
form of cooperative associa-
tion of the borrowers™.

The essential merit of the
cooperative system  lies in its
democratic character. In the
cooperative form of organisa-
tion, the institutions are owned
and managed . by those who
are their principal 'beneficia=
ries. The system is conducive
to the creation of a sense of
loyalty and responsibility to
the institutions which is very
necessary for their success as

agricultural credit agencies.
The money-lender, the Gov-
ernment or the commercial
banks are agencies alien to the
borrower who may not extend
to them his wholehearted co-~
operation both in ensuring a
productive use of credit and in
prompt and timely recovery of
the credit provided. Without
the active support of the peo-
ple there is danger that credit
will reach wrong persons or

‘will be utilised for wrong pur-

poses so that its recovery will
bz in doubt. No credit system
can hope to function perpetu-
ally unless it is able to recover
in time what it has advanced.
Facile credit can cause greater
harm than the absence of cre-
dit.

The supremacy of the co-
operative system has not been
doubted by any official or non~

hl Credit and Aoriculiural Production

official committee that has ex €

amined the question of agri-
cultural credit in this country
right from the year 1915 when
the Maclagan Committee first
went into the problem, At the
same time, the existence of a
wide gap between the merits
and performance has also been
evident and admitted by these
various committees. Just at
the present moment when the
country is passing through a
critical period caused by chro-
nic shortages of agricultural
products in general and food-
grains in particular, the role
of the cooperatives has been
subjected to a very searching
examination and it is often
suggested in responsible quart-
ers that cooperatives have fail-
ed in their duty to provide
adequate credit facilities for
increasing agricultoral produc-
tion and that, therefore, it
would be mcre appropriate to
give up sponsoring and patro-
nising them and adopt a
multi-agency approach to the
problem. This paturally brings
us to the question of the role
of credit in agricultural pro-
duction 1.e.' where increased
production necessarily follows
the increase in the supply of
credit.

Function of credit in
agricultural production

It is somewhat dangerous to
believe that the problem of
increasing agricultural produc-
tion in this or any other coun-
try will be automatically solv-
ed the moment plentiful sup-
plies of credit are assured to
the cultivators. If the pro-
blem was so simple as is ima-
gined above, it should not
have been difficult for the Cen-
tral Bank of the country to
place unlimited funds at the
disposal of any agency that
was engaged in providing agri-
cultural credit without any re=
servation on account of the
inflation potential that the
money supply may bring in its
wake. As far back 'as 1895
Sir Frederick Nicholson had
said :

It is emphat’cally’ not the "

outpouring of cheap capital
that is required, not the mere
grant of cheap and facile credit
to classes unprepared for the
boon: what is wanted is the
promotion of facilities for sav-

ing, the encouragement of

banking deposits, the inculca-
tion of the true objects, uses,
and limits of credit’.

Seventy years ago the objec-
tive of cooperative credit was
limited to freeing the cultiva-

tor from the clutches of the
usurious money-lender and
hence Nicholson rightly em-
phasized the habits of thrift

and saving which are some of

_ the important teaets of coop~
eration,

Today when the em-
phasis is on agricultural pro-
duction what is wanted is not
the grant of cheap and abund-
ant credit facilities, but the
creation of conditions which
will encourage as well as guar-
antee the direction of the faci-
lities to. productive uses and
not to unproductive consump-
tion expenditure. Credit is
only a hand-maid to produc-
tion and this aspect must al-
ways be borne in mind in as-
sessing its functions in increas-
ing agricultural production
which is the need of the hour.
(To be Continued)
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Why Cooper

The recommendations of the
Evaluation Committee on Co-
operative Farming headed by
Prof, D. R. Gadgil to set up
10,000 cooperative farms dur-
ing the Fourth Five Year Plan
posed a challenge 10 the Gov-
ernment as well as to coopera-
tors, in view of their findings
that the majority of the societ-
ies they studied did not comply
with the basic requirements of
the  programme, particularly
those relating to membership,
consolidation of holdings,
technical and financial assist-
ance, etc. In short, the Com-
mittee found that Cooperative
Farming has not made any
impact on our peasaniry.

Nothing Tangible

It is regrettable to note that
we are more obsessed and in-
fatuated with ideals rather
than with realities and prag-
matism. Despite the tall-talk
about the benefits of Coopera-
tive Farming nothing tangible
resulting therefrom has been
demonstrated to the poor mil-
lions of toiling peasants in our
country. In this context the
pragmatic approach of the for-
mer Union Food Minister,
Shri C. Subramaniam, towards
cooperative farming was jaud-

ble. In his address to the

AO Regional Seminar on
Cooperative Farming held in
Delhi in the first week of May
1966, he said : **Our approach
will continue to be pragmatic,
A farmer is not likely to hand
the key of his destiny to a co-
operative unless he is fully

LY

erative farms in . India have
not enthused our small farm-
ers. It scems$o me that ‘we
have not prepared the ground
—psychological, economicand
social—for this programme to
take a deep root in. -
Historically and traditional-
ly, the Indian farmer, like his
counterpart elsewhere, is indi-
vidualistic in his outlook and

.emotionally attached to the

land he cultivates. *‘The magic
of proprietorship of land turns
sand into gold” is true as far
as farmers are concerned. The
consensus of the farming com-
munity is that they would be
driven to collectivized farms
as in Russia, China or even
Israel and be degenerated into
mere  wage-earners; losing
thereby the social prestige at-
tached to ownership of land.
This fear of the farmer has
not been allayed so far.

Genesis of Cooperative
Farming

Even in countries like Rus-
sia and China, where farming
operations have been collecti-
vized, the latest trend is to re-
lax the rigidity and permit in-
dividual cultivation on tiny
plots. It has bzen found that
collectivization has not result-
ed in increased output ; but on
the contrary has wasted human
potential. After a visit to
America and the Soviet Upion,
Prof. E. E. Waedkin of Mu-
enster University, recently
wrote that employment of la-
bour on Russian farms was
twenty times higher than on

by U.
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convinced of its efficacy and
its continuing benefits to him.
The performance of a coop-
erative farming society has
therefore to be outstandingly
superior to that of small indi-
vidual cultivators. Operational
efficiency of farming societies
is, to my mind, the key to the
success of the programme?,

A Revealing Report

A close study of the report
of the Gadgil Committee will
reveal that Cooperative Farm-
ing has not registered any

+ spectacular success either in

production or in minimizing
the cost of agricultaral opera-
tion. Nor has it effected con-
solidation of fragmented hold-
ings of marginal or sub-margi-
nal yield. In a majority of
cases, it has been reported that
pooling of land and joint cul-
tivation—two essential aspects
of Cooperative Farming—were
conspicuously absent. They
also failed to secure technical
support and adequate finance
from the Government. Nei-
ther did they provide employ-
ment opportunities to non-
farming occupations—an inte-
gral part of the programme of
Cooperative Farming, With
regard to evolving a satisfac.
tory working procedure and
assessment of performance, the
Committee has reported that
Cooperative Farming Move-
ment 4vas “groping towards
possible solutions”. Besides,
the problem of high manageri-
al costs and overhead charges
is a dead weight on them and
thus an impediment in convin-
cing people that these farms
could prove beneficial to the
farmer in particular and the
community in general.

A Seed on Rocky Soil
Let us examine why coop-

the American family farms
with the yield less than one
half. The FAO also substan-
tiates the view that small fami.
ly farms are more suited to
modern agriculture than the
large collective farms, In its
report on ‘Cooperation  and
Land Use’, the FAO says that
“during the last half century,
the rise of yield Que to scienti-
fic and technological advance
has been general and has been
more rapid in many couatries
in which individual farming is
practised than in those which
have gone in for massive col-
lectivization. :

In our country, Cooperative
Farming has been propagated
since the report of Saraiya
Committee in 1949 and the
programme intensified after
the Nagpur resolution of the
Indian National Congress in
1956. At the end of Septem-
ber 1965, there were about
2,317 societies with a mem-
bership of 39,750, covering an
area of 231,359 acres in pilot
projects and about 2,173 so-
cicties with a  membership of
46,711, covering an area of
253,999 acres in non-pilot pro-
jects areas, This is a good
picture for statistical purposes,
But, a large majority of them
were working with meagre pro-
fit and most of them had no
cooperative character in their
working. ' It is also found that
the cooperative farmin : socie-
ties were either organized by
big farmers to escape the pro-
visions pertaining to land cail-
ing under the Land Reforms
Act or by family groups and
absentee landlords to avail of
the Government concessions
of financial aid and loans.
They have not "at all bsen of
any benefit to the really desery-
ing ryots. Nor did they de-
monstrate that they could eco-

nomize farm expenses and
augment production. How can
our wise ryots be persuaded

“to join in such a programme

which fails to convince them
of its efficacy? No wonder
that the halo around Coopera-

tive Farming has been fading
away from the minds of the In-
dian peasantry.

Another factor which pre-
vents the small ryots to join
the cooperative farms is their
apprehension that in the ab-

ative Farming Has Not Struck Roots

sence of other fruitful avoca-

tions or avenues for meeting

their credit needs, the only

source, the bit of land, by

which they could raise money

in case of need would be shug
{ Continued on page 7)
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MYSTICS AND MYSTICISM

Who is a mystic? What is
mysticism ?—one may be tem-
pted to ask. It must be ad-
mitted that these two terms
are difficult to define. At
best, we could say that it is of
such nature that one can only
feel, experience and enjoy it
rather than expressing it.
*Yato vaco nivartante aprapya
manasa saha’’, This passage
from the Tuairtriva Upanisad
expresses the inconceivability
and ineffability of mystic ex-
perience.

A mystic may be described
as one who sees ‘God in All
and All in God’.
comes an instrument of God
with a‘complete mastery of the
unconscious and conscious
forces of his human person.
The Lord in the Bhagavad
Gita describes the mystic thus :
“The Yogin who has cleansed
hiniself, who has gained mas-
tery over his mind and the
senses and whose self has be-
come one with the universal
Self and all creation, though
always in action is not smear-
ed by it"”. The mystic will feel
and act in the conviction that
he is under the rule of a law
which is God’s law—the law
which ‘doth preserve the stars
from wrong’. He thus takes
his cue from a God willing to
take upon Himself the burdens

He thus be~

saintly person. For'him there
is joy in being, in liviag, in
serving. *"Anandam brahmano
vidvam na bibheti kadacaneti®,
The whole world is replete
with joy for him and he is fear-
less and peerless because his
self is Atrma anandamayah.

The entire universe compre.-
hending man within it glows
with the radiance (tejas) of
God. The realisation of this
great truth of the universal
pervasion of the deity dawns
only in the lives of spiritual
seekers whose illumination and
influence on life are such that
they leave a lasting influence
and impression on those in the
midst of whom they live. The
greatness of a Buddha or
Christ ora Mohammed or a
Gandhi was due to the essen-
tial spirituality or innate reli-
giousness which pervaded their
whole life and action,

Extensive researches carried
out byProfessors Underhill and
George Godwin show that the
mystics the world over have
followed the same way, viz,
first, awakening God aware-
ness ; secondly, ridding the
mind of temptations, values
and influences inspired by at-
tachment, fear and wrath, third-
ly, illumination of the Self;
fourthly, surrendering the Self
to God; fifthly, union with

by T. S. DEVADOSS

of all the actions he casts on
Him in complete self-surrend-
er. If we may call this many
faceted word ‘Yoga’, mysti-
cism, the Yogin will be a mys-
tic.

It has been stressed through
the ages the mystic nature of
Brahman as indwelling Love,
the nature of mumuksutva as
soul hunger for Brahmin who
is the inner Life and Light of
the jiva and the ultimate good
as intimate union between the
two. Brahman is the all-
pervasive Divine Presence that
has specially entered into the
heart of every jiva or atman in
order that it may be transmit-
ted into its own shining bliss-
ful svarupa. Brahman or God
is life of our life ‘Satyasya Sa-
tyam’, light of lights *jyotisam
Jyotis® and beauty of beauties
‘bhuvana sundara’, The Vedan-
tic schools agree in the funda-
mentals, namely the common
authority of the prasthanas,
the need for Brahmajnanacon-
sequent on the removal of
ahankara andthe goal as Brah-
manubhava and Brahmananda.

Unalioyed Bliss

The experience of a saintly
person or amystic is ‘Ananda’,
pure, unalloyed bliss in the
realization of - being one with
the universe and the creaior
“anando  brahmeti vyajanat
anandaddihyeva khalvimani
bhutani jayante anandena jata-
ni Jivanti, anandam prayantya
bhisanavisantiti”. It is the joy
of affirmation, oflife and be-
ing, joy of the Universe, this
supreme superb bliss is the
vital spark which illumines and
guides the life and work of a

.mystical

God; and finally, liberation
from the control of finite
things. This mystic way is
common to mystics throughout
the ages, whether they profess-
ed Hinduism, Buddhism, Chr-
istianity, Islam, Zorastrianism
or Judaism. The Bhagavad
Gita aptly describes such mys-
tics thus : “They are asleep in
the world of senses in which
ordinary men are awake, they
are awake in the world of the
spirit in ‘which ordinary men
are asleep™.

Mysticism is essentially one,
but, in practice, it is coloured.
by the temperament of the
bhakta and the environment
in which he is placed. The
bhakti or mystic movement in
South India may be identified
with the Vaisnavite experien-
ces of the Azhvars and the
Saivite experiences of the Na-
yanmars. The Azhvars of the
South continue the traditions
of the rsis and are called Up-
haya Vedantins.

As the name itseif implies,
the Azhvars were expert divers
in divinity and were deeply
immersed in Jove. Their poetic
utterances were spontaneous
out-pourings of their intui-
tional experiences of the Lord
especially in the easily accessi-
ble form of permanent incar-
nations or arca. With them,
poetry is not merely a creation
or a discovery. It is a revela-
tion, an adumbration of the
experience  which
transcends all thought. Their
religion is a religion of wor-
ship, acquiescence, love and
above all, service. It is the re-
ligion that Ramanuja preached

_ to the world, It is-not Bhakthi

but Prapathi that is the corner
—stone of the doctrine of the
Azhvars. The doctrine of pra-
pathi or self-surrender, how-
ever, has not landed the Azh-
vars into the ascetic ideal of
utter inaction. Oua the other
hand, it has made them con-
ceive of a heavenly kingdom
on earth, built of love and ser-
vice, The Azhvars’ concep-
tion of God has a wider signi-
ficance for us than their con-
ception of love and service, for
they dream of a God needing
us more than we need him.
Thus, accordirg to them, God
is in search of man. Meister
Echart echoes the same feeling
“He needs thee a thousand
times more than thou cansg
ever need Him”, The Azhvars
whose names have become
universally known are Poigai,
Bhutam, Pei, Tirumazhisai,
Nammazhvar, Kulasekharsz-
hvar, Periyazhvar, Andal, Ton-
daradippodi Azhvar, Tiruppa-
nazhvar, Tirumangai Azhvar.

The great acaryas like San-
kara, Ramanuja, Nimbarka,
Madva, Chaitanya, Vallabha,
were also great mystics in their
own way through constang
awareness and intuitive inward
presence and vision (divya-
caksus) and they sought liber-
ation for one and all,

The devotional experiences
of the Saivite mystics is beauti-
fully exemplified in the lives
and teachings of Appar, Sam-
bandar, Sundaramurthi, Ma-
nikkavacagar, Tayumanavar,
Pathinathu Pillaiyar, . Rama-
linga Svamigal, Arunagirinadar
and Vemana of Andhra.

History abounds in numer-
ous examples of the manifest
way in which great souls Jike
St. Paul, St Augustine, St.
Thomas Aquinas, St. Franci:-
co, The Buddha, Mohammeq,
Jalal-din-Rumi and in modern
times Sri Ramakrishna, Swami
Vivekananda, Bhagavan Ram-
ana, Sri Aurobindo, Mahatma
Gandhi and Vinobaji have up=
lifted humanity tq higher
planes. Inrecent times, Gan-
dbiji manifested Jike many
other saints in his personal ex-
ample the*beanty of holiness,

These great men have passed
the threshold of 2 new world
ignored by the ordinary men
because it is not so clearly
seen by the latter. It is their
ability to rise above sordidness
into a new world and to show
us the immensé possibilities
that makes the lives of these
great mystics significant.

The: philosophy of mysti-
cism harmonizes the claims of
revelation, reason and intuj-
tion and avoids the pitfalls of
dogmatism, intelleciualism and
subjectivism by its fundament-
al postulate, that Reality is re-
alisable by one and all By
knowing Brahman, everything
is known, all evil disappears
and all misery is destroyed.
With his Brahmadrsti the mys-
tic, inspired by the Divine
Call, invites everyone to share
his experience. Thus, a saintly
life equates the world with
God. The true emancipation
comes to one who is liberated,

—The Call Divire
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Cooperative Trade in South-East Asia

Prospects for Cooperatives
in International Trade

The long-term Technical
Assistance Programme formu-
lated by the 21st Congress of
the International Cooperative
Alliance at Lausanne in 1960
provided for the expansion of
international trade by cooper-
atives. This was one of the
subjects discussed at the Con=
ference on  “ The Role of Co-
operation in Social and Eco-
nomic Development ", held in
Tokyo in April 1964, which
was attended by Ministers
respoosible for cooperative
development and by represen-
tatives of cooperative organi-
sations, mainly from the coun-
tries of South-East Asia. One
of the conclusions reached by
the Conference was that a
further study should be made
of the present scale and char-
acter of international trade in
which cooperatives were in-
volved and the prospects of
expanding it-

As a result, Mr. Walter
Eisenberg, a senior Research
Assistant with the Market

Research Department of the
Cooperative Wholesale Soci-
ety of Epgland, was asked to
undertake a survey of inter=
national trade by cooperatives
in South-East Asia over a
period of one year and to pro-
duce a report by the end of
October 1£66. A summary of
this report was available at
the Conference on ' Inter-
national Trade among Cooper-
atives in Asia”, held at New
Delhi in January 1967, and
the report itself is to be pub-
lished in two volumes during
1967,

This report, the South-East
Asia Trade Survey, gives a
comprehensive account of the
performance, problems and
prospects of foreign trade by
cooperatives in South and
East Asia. The bulk of the
report—nearly two-thirds of
it—is made up of a factual
survey of foreign trade by co-

operatives: Australia, Ceylon,
Houog Kong, India, Iran, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, New
Zealand, Pakistan, the Philip-
pines, Singapore and Thailand.
Mr. Eisenberg was abla to
visit all these countries, but
was not able to find time to
goto Burma,Cambodia, China,
Formosa or Indonesia. He
had talks with a large number
of cooperative and government
officials in the various coun-
tries of the region and gavea
detailed account of the extent
to which cooperatives  were
engaged in foreign trade.

Trade in South-East Asia

Only a very small proportion
of the food produced in South-~
East Asia is exported, but
primary products—farm pro-
duce, plantation crops and
minerals—nevertheless make
up three-quarters of all exports,
The proportion of manufactures
in the exports of the region is,
however, increasing and some
of them goto Africa in ex-
change for raw materials, such
as sisal and cotton. .

Over half the exports of
South-Fast Asia goto Western
Burope and the U.S,A. but
they are far from sufficient to
pay for the imports of industri-
al equipment from the west
which are so essential for eco-
nomic development. Cereals
ate imported from the U.S.A.
and from Australia, partly in
the form of aid, but large
quantities have also been sent
to China 2nd the Soviet Union,
and grain surpluses in the
west are not nearly so large as
they were:

The exports of the coantries

of the region are not increasing

as fast as their imporis or

even as fast as production,
apd,likﬁ the total equg_t;___g_[
a;.ll developing countries. they
are declining as a proportion
Trade bet-

ween the countries of South-

of world exports.
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East Asia is declining as a
proportion of their total trade,
but their trade with the Soviet
Union and that with the coun-
tries of Eastern Europe has
increased, as has tbat with
Australia and New Zealand.
The development of synthetic
materials in the west has "re-
duced the demand for raw
materials from South-East
Asia. The continuing move-
ment of the terms of trade
against primary producers since
the end of the Second World
War has been more than
enough to offset all the aid by
industrial countries to develop-
ing ones.

I_nternational CooperativeTrade

Imports and expoerts by co-
operatives form a very small
proportion of the total foreign
trade of the countries of South-
East Asia, and most of the
international trade of cooper-
atives has in the past been
with private traders because of
their dominant position in the
macket. In some countries,
however, cooperatives are res-
ponsible for a very *large pro-
portion of the exports of cer-
tain commodities. For ex-
ample, all Australian exports
of wheat and dried fruits are
handled by or through cooper+
atives as well as a large pro-
portion of the exports of canned
and fresh fraits and dairy pro-
ducts.

In somie conntries, coopera-
tive matketing organisations
export or import through go-
vernment beards. In New
Zealand, for example, the dairy
cooperatives export through
the New Zealand Dairy Pro-
duction and Marketing Board.
In the Maharashtra and Guje-
rat States in lndia, the agri-
cultural cooperative marketing
organisations have a monopoly
in the export of bananas—
they had sent 1,000 tons to
the Soviet Union in 1965.
India's National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federa-
tion imports fertilisers, seed
and other farm requisites
through the State Trading
Corporation. It exports peas
and beans to Europeand East
Africa and jute bags to the
Soviet Union, buat its exports
are not yet on a large scale.
In 1964, the Travancore. Co-
chin Prawn Curers’ Marketing
Cooperative exported £200,000
worth of canned prawns and
shrimps, mainly to the USA,
and the Nagpur Orange Grow-
ers' Cooperative Association
sent 5,000 cazes of canned fruit
to the United Kingdom. In
186+—65, the All India Hand-
loom Fabrics Marketing Co-
operative exported nearly £600,
worth of fabrice to Europe,
the USA, Asia and Africa.
The Madras State Handloom
Weavers Cooperative Society
exported £175000 worth of
fabrics to the USA in the
same year and, the previous
year, the Handlooms and
Handicrafts Export Corpora~
tion, a subsidiary of the State
Trading Corporation, exported
£1729,000 worth of cooperative
fabrics-

In 19584, Zenharen, the Na-
tional Marketing Federation of
the Japanese Agricultural Co-
operatives, sent £200,000 worth
of canned oranges to Europe.
The Central Cooperative Ex-
change in the Philippines ex-
ports rice and tobacco.

Early in 1966, a delegation
from the Cooperative Whcle-
sale Committes bought %60,
000 worth of knitwearin Hong

Kong on behalf of cooperatives
in Britain and Germany and
£200,000 worth of knitwear in
Korea on behalf of consumers’
societies in Sweden, Germany
and Switzerland, Another dele-
gation from the Cooperative
Wholesale Committee visited
the Far East in July 1966.
The Cooperative Wholesale
Society in England and Nor-
disk Andelsforbund (NAF), the
Scandinavian Cooperative
Wholesale Society, import
rice, coffee, oil seeds, fresh and
canned fruit and other commo-
dities from South-East Asia,
but not wholly or even mainly
from cooperatives.

More Limited

Internatiopal trading bet-
ween cooperatives is much
more limited than international
trading by cooperatives. Trade
between the Cooperative
Wholesale Society of England
and New Zealand dairy cooper-
atives dates from 1921 and is
carried on through the New
Zealand Produce Association.
Strong sgricultural marketing
cooperatives in Australia znd
New Zealand do a considera-
ble trade with cooperatives in
Britain through the Overseas
Farmers' Cooperative Federa-
tion of London. The English
and Scottish Joint Cooperative

Wholesale Society has tea
estates in India and Ceylon,
but sells mainly at auctions
i‘n Colombo and in Londons
“COOP-TRADE?", the trading
company of the Japanese con-
sumers’ cooperative societies,
does not undertake production
itself, but nevertheless does a
considerable trade with the
Soviet consumers’ organisation
Centrosoyus. Direct imports
by consumers’ societies in
South-East Asia, like exports
by the productive departments
of European wholesale societ=
ies to Asia, are not significant,

Perhaps the outstanding ex-
ample of international trade
between cooperative societies
in South-East Asia is the agree-
ment of March 1965 for the
supply of maize by Thai agri-
caltural cooperatives to Japan-
ese agricultural cooperatives.
UNICOOF]JAPAN is an in-
tarnational trading agency con-
trolled by ZENKOREAN, the
National Purchasing Federa-
tion of the Japanese Agricul-
tural’ Cooperatives. ZEN-
KOREN handles about a third
of the maize imports  into
Japan, a large part of the rest
of the imports coming from
the USA.

(To be concluded)
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" COOPERATIVE FARMING

(Continued from page 5)
out by pooling it for the limit-
ed period it is entrusted to the
society. Unless the coopera-
tive farms can provide subsi-
diary income by taking up
auxiliary agro-industries and
thus make the members feel
that, by joining the society,
they can derive extra income
and meet their credit needs,
the membership of smali farm-
ers will be as thin as at pre-
sent. The example of Com-
munist countries in this res-
pect is out of context because
their socio-economic and poli-
tical conditions are different
from ours,

The Lure of
Prestige

Excessive emotional attach-
ment to land has asocial back-
ground. The status of indivi-
duals in the community is
judged to a large extent by the
area of their land holdings.
This drives individuals to ac-
quire landed property irres-
pective of their profession,
trade or occupation. Itisa
well-known fact that in our
country people, besides agri-
culturists, invest a major por-
tion of their earningsin landed
property. The greed for acqui-
sition of land is not merely
motivated by the security of
investment, but by the lure of
social prestige attending it.
Unless, and until, a change in
the attitude of our people can
be brought aboutin the acqui-
sition of landed property, the
Cooperative Farming Pro-
gramme cannot make any
headway in India,

How can we reorient the
attitude of our people? The
supporters of Cooperative
Farming programme might say
that the proprietary rights of
the individual farmer who
pools the land are assured to
him while he joins the society.
But they fail to realise that it
is not thelegal aspect of it that
preventsthe farmer fromjoining
the organization, but the psy-
chological factor of losing his
right in absolute management

Social

of his property and thereby of
social prestige. We have to
build up new social norms and
values which the community
will recognise, respect and
adope. This is a Stupendous
task. The process of acceler-
ating such a change is neces-
sarily very slow.

In accordance with the dir-
ective principles of our Con-
stitution and in consonance
with the declared policy of the
country which has set Demo-
cratic Socialism as its goal,
almost all State Governments
have enacted land reform laws,
limiting the land holdings.
But most of the laws have
ample shortcomings and loop-
holes which enable one to
escape its provisions. More-
over, due to laxity in the im-
plementation of these laws, the
land has not actually. passed
on to the tiller. Such half-
hearted implementation of the
Land Reforms Act, under-
mines the confidence of the
cultivators.

Dogmatism in any pro-
gramme, however well-inten-
tioned it may be, is bound to
shatter on the rock of prag-
matism., That is the case with
Cooperzative Farming in India.
Idealism, divorced from real-
ism is the fundamental canse
for the failure of this program-
me. The involvement of the
peasantry is a sine qua non for
its success. Without remov-
ing the psychological fear of
the farmers and demonstrating
its economics in convincing
terms and without building
new social values in the acqui-
sition of landed property, it is
very doubiful whether the In-
dian peasants will take to Co-
operative Farming, whatever

may be the persvasion  and.

charm accompanying the pro-
gramme,

It will therefore be wise to
do some rethinking on the
Cooperative Farming Pro-
gramme with its optimistic tar-
get of 10,000 additional coop-
erative farming societies fixed
for the Fourth Plan period.

—The Co-operator

The Eternal Spring

(Continued frem page 3
things in the dull mirror of
water, and then the years of
education, the years of un-
troubled youth, with all their
innocent pleasures, will come
to your memory like the image
of perfect bliss, irretrievably
lost, then vou will meet your
fellow student like a close kin;
then in speaking of youryouth
you will recall with a sense of
gratitude the names of your
teachers, you will confess how
much good they had wished
you and you will solemnly
pledge to each other to follow
their example. ...

“Examples teach better than
comments and books. You
students of this institution
have benefitted by these exam-
ples.... You will learn, and
worldly experience will con-
firm you still farther in the
belief tlat it was 'solely love,
love of your neighbour, self-
less, impartial, a genuine wish
of good for you, which im-
posed upon us the obligation
to enlighten your minds with
knowledge.. ., inspire you with
the desire for glory, with a
sense of nobility, justice and
honour, the strict, unimpeach-
able honesty capable of with-
standing the tempting exam-
ples of abuse beyond the reach
of punishment”.

To be able to address stud-
ents with such words, one
must have fulfilled one’s duty
to them. The duty not only
to teach them but to bring
them up in the spirit of every-
thing Lobachevsky told them,
obliges us to contribute our
bit to that joyous period of
the flowering of man during
which we university teachers
associate with him.

Eternal Spring

Student years may be des-
cribed by the words of a great
French writer: It is eternal
spring the name of which is
twenty years. Our teaching
profession isa happy rrofes-
sion. It opens the secret of
eternal youth. One generation
follows another, but we always
see before our eyes young and
happy faces. They are always
full of mirth and always en=
tranced with science and their
youth. They always play foot-
ball before every university
door regardless of whether all
the university authorities, for-
ces and chiefs permit it or not.
And as always this eternal
spring flowers and spreads
over the world. .

But since we have been so
fortunate itis our duty not
to train *“‘well-shoed" special-

.ists who will later develop into

Fundamentals

(Continued from page 2)

tormed enthusiast who was
the most dangerous enemy of
the Cooperative Movement.
Deploring the cligunism that
had crept into the Movement,
Mr, Cooke said that members
should realise that the society
wae theirs and it was up to
them to get rid of any faults,

Listing some of the things
that had led to the downfall
of the Afroasian nations, Mr,
K. Nesiah said that we lacked
a sense of human dignity and
equality, We had no idea of
nationhood : instead we yet re-
mained parallel societies.
Though in the ancieat village
there was some kind of demo-
cracy we lacked the true demo-
cratic spirit. Owing to the
traditional disregard for wealth,
we had failed to concentrate
onegconomic development,
Lastly,our society had become
static because it believed in
coptinuity without change,
thus violating the natural law
of self renewal. Mr., Nesiah
said that the Cooperative
Movement could help us to
get rid of every one of these
defects. Since one of the basic
principles of the movement
wascpen and voluntary memb-
ership it helped to assert the
principle of human equality
and dignity. Irrespective of
the shares, each member had
one vote—this ensured that
democracy prevailed, The
Movement fostered the social
sense and thus made the com-
munity more of a community :
the new principle of coopera-
tion among cooperators helped
the growth of internationalism.
The Cooperative Movement,
stressed Mr, Nesiah, was ser-
ving economic development : in
fact it could do more in. this
direction, by starting new in-
dustries. By undertaking
Adult Education, the Cooper-
ative Movement could main-
tain cootinuity with change.
Mr. Nesiah also urged coop-
eratots to pay more attention
to  'cooperative societies in
schools ! they should strive to
get students interested in the
Movement.

Mr. §. Vinayagalingam
D.R.0O. Islands,said that semi-
nars'helped to pool their know-
ledee and experiences: this
Process was very valuable as
it could lead to the improve~
ment of societies. He urged co-
operators to pool their resources
and concentrate on economic
development,

RO R
ON TOUR

Mr, P. Govindasamy who
is presently in England, visit-
ing leading Cooperative insti-
tutions, will = tour Germany,

Denmark, Italy and Israel
before returning to Ceylon
shortly.

what we call ‘‘cadres™. Itis
not cadres but living young
people, living human souls,
we are forging here (to conti-
nue the smithery terminology
we have already used), forging
but not shoeing, 'We must
take care of them with all our
minds as well as all our hearts,
we must bring them up so that
they will have as many as pos-
sible of the human emotions
spoken of by Gogol, and that
thesz emotions will penetrate
their whole being as deeply as
possible, that not a single one
of them will, if possible, be
carelessly dropped on their
life’s journey.

Komsomolskaya Pravda

Nuclear ‘Food Factories’

Nuclear “food factories® dre
a foreseeable réality and may
not only feed and strengthen
developing countries, but also
may be a “potentially import-
ant step toward a lasting world
peace”’, Dr. Glenn T, Seaborg,
chairman’of the U.S. Atomic
Energy Commission said.

Speaking in Warsaw at the
100th anniversary celebration
of the birth of physicist Maria
Sklodowska-Curie, Dr. Sea-
borg divulged highlights of a
forthcoming analysis of the
proposed agro-indusirial com-
plexes for coastal desert areas.

The study is being made by
a team of scientists, engineers,
agricultural experts and eco-
nomists at the Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory in the Unit-
ed States, The detailed analy.
sis is expected to be published
early next year.

The term “Food Factories”
is used, Dr. Seaborg said, be-
cause the power of the atom
would be used to cultivate
areas only through *‘the most
rational scientific technique. . .
only crops specifically bred for
the area would be used”,

The many jobs of the food
factory would be to produce
fresh water (this phase alone
already is a reality), fertilizer,
electricity for highly mecha-
nized farming and food pro-
cessing, as well as heat and
power to operate satellite in-
dustries,

VWhat might such a nuclear-
powered agro-industrial com-
plex accomplish that would
make worthwhile an undertak-
ing of such size, effort and
cost? Dr. Seaborg cited one
projection by the Oak Ridge
team as “both enlightening
and encouraging”,

Using nuclear reactors of
the size currently on order in
the United States, a plans
could be built capable of gen-
erating one million kilowatts
of electricity and desalting
400 million gallons of water
a day.

The plant could also sup-
port the daily production of
2,000 tons of ammonia and
360 tons of phosphorus. Such
a combination could irrigate
and fertilize a farm—or food
factory—of 200,000 acres.

On the basis of growing a
single high yield grain crop,
the Oak Ridge team projected
that this nuclear complex
could produce more than
1,000 million pounds of grain
a year—enough to feed almost
2,300,000 people at a level of
2,400 calories a day.

In addition, the complex
could export enough fertilizer
to other agricultural areas to
cultivate an addition ten milli-
on acres. And the additional
area could provide, even tho-
ugh less scientific agriculture
than at the “Food Factory”,
from 15,000 million to 45,000
million pounds of grain—en-
ough to feed tens of millions
of people at the same substan-
tial caloric rate.

“Remarkable as these figures

may seem™, Dr. Seaborg said,.
“it is not claimed that such a
nuclear agro-industrial com-
plex is a panacea for all of an
area’s food problems, but it
could provide a powerful base
for keeping the people of a
country or region healthy or
productive”’.

Many offshoots from the
nuclear agricultural project
are possible. Since it would
most likely be located on a
seacoast (for water supply), a
port could be built (with the
aid of nuclear explosives, per-
haps) as a point of export for
the surplus fertilizer and other
products the nuclear plant
might produce.

To supplement the grain
produced by the “Food Face
tory” and to add needed pro-
tein to the diet, the new port
also could be a base for a fish-
ing industry. The catch could
be preserved by atomic irra-
diation or could be converted
into “fish flour”.

Again, depending on the na-
tional resources in the area,
the nuclear plant could pro-
cess potassium, bromide, chlo-
rine, caustic and magnesium—
all associated with arid areas.
The complex could also reduce
iron, make steel, ferromanga-
nese, phosphorus or calcium
carbide, all by electric furnace
methods.

In total, Dr. Seaborg point-
ed out, *a very large nuclear
agro-industrial complex intro«
duced into a hitherto undevel-
oped area might serve as an
important base for uplifting
the entire economy of that
area®,

Such a project would be “a
mammoth undertaking”, Dr.
Seaborg conceded, requiring a
massive infusion of capital
into an undeveloped area after
great advanced study from a
technical, economic and social
standpoint,

“It would take, above all”’,
Dr. Seaborg said, “the devo-
tion and hard work of a preat
many talented people to put
the plan iato operation,* to
train operating personpel on
all levels, and to establish a
community that could success-
fully carry on such an under-
taking once the initial corp of
experts had left.

"“Many people, however, en-
vision such a program asa
potentially important step to-
ward a lasting world ‘peace”’,
he eoncluded.

—USIS News Bulletin

& . '
Divert Some

. ?

Ships
The Northern Province Tally
Clerks Cooperative Society has
appealed to the Government to di-
vért a ship to the North immedi-
ately. It has pointed out that
since no ships have called at Nor-
thern ports for the last 2 months.

tally clerks and port workers are
undergoing terrible hardships.

Phone ; 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNIGN LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials,
Agents for: Messrs, Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram ¢ **Yarlunion’’,
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- * CREDIT SOCIETIES °
SHOULD BE REVIVED

It is essential that credit
sacieties be revived, stated Mr,
M. Mathibalasingham ACCD
Jafina East, at a meeting held
by the Thenmaradchy Coopera-
tive Credit Societies Union.

Tracing the history of the
Credit Movement in Ceylon he
said that credit societies were
started in 1911. It was a
movement which originated
from the people, not something
started by the Government.
The Ordinance came laterand
it was passed at the request of
the people, to help the working
of credit societies, They were
started in varipus parts of the
island and these societies
helped to relieve the peaple of
their economic burdens. Later
the Government started the
Stores Movement, with the
idea of helping the congomers.
CAP&S societies were started
to help the farmer. Later
came the multipurpose cooper-
ative society. These societies
helped their members with
loans on easy terms. As a
result Credit Societies began
to languish. This was a great
pity, said Mr. Mathibalasing-
ham, as credit societies were

the only organisations which

could really belp the genuine |
That was why,

cooperator,
he stressed, they should be
revived.

Mr. R. Rajaratnany; Presi-
dent NDCF, said that the
credit society of unlimited

liability is tbe nucleus of the

Movement. Pointing out that
unlimited liability is the mark
of a true Cooperative Move-
ment, he stated that it enabled
one to share in the fortunes
and misfortunes of the others,
in their joys and sorrows. In
spite of severe handicaps, cred-
it societies had continued to
function because their memb-
ers were genuine cooperators,
hesaid., It was eratifying to
note that so many credit so-
cieties were still active.

Mr- M. Ganapathipillai,
NDCF representatives explain-
ed the amenduments that should
be made to the' by-laws to
bring Credit Societies under
the new Agricultural Credit
Scheme. Mr. K. S Saravana-
muttu presided. Mr. V. Sub-
biah, Honorary Secretary, pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

Level Training Course in the
Jaffna,

The Principal,

JAFFNA,
QUALIFICATIONS :

vice is less than 3 years.

week of October 1968,

However,

{ School of Cooperation,

Cb()perative Employees Certificate—
| Higher Level 4-1-68—30-9-68—
- Jaffna Centre

The next Cooperative Employees Certificate Higher
Tamil Medium will commence

on 4th January 1968 at the Cooperative Training School,
Application forms for this course should bz ob-
tained from the address given below :—

Cooperative Training School,
111/9, Beach Road,

Candidates who have passed the Cooperative Emplo-
yees Certificate Ordinary Level and haye 3 years continpuous
service in a Cooperative Society or

Candidates with either H.S.C. or G.C.E, ({deanced
Level) and who have secured a pass in Arithmedc, Com-
mercial Arithmetic or Book-Keeping at the G.C.E. (Ordi-
nary Level) are eligible to follow the Higher Level Course.

Candidates who have passed the Cooperative Emplo-
yees Certificate Ordinary Level in the Ist Division may be
| admitted if vacancies exist even though their period of ser-

The training course will be held from 4-1-1968 to
30.9-68 an | the final examination will be held in the first

No tuition fees will be charged for the training course.
there will be 23 months—3 months of practical

training during this course and candidates will have to bear

the travelling and other expenses of the practical training.
The Registration Fee for the course is Rs. 10/-.
The Examination Fee is Rs. 10/-.
Applications close on 15-12-67. S/

Polgolla, 30ih September, 1967.

Acting Principl‘il.

e

Services in Eravurpattu,

Eravurpattu M.P.C.S Union Ltd,,
Chenkaladi

We are : —Agents of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Ltd.

,» Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

., People’s Bank in Pawn Broking.
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government.

Wholesale and retail dealers in Copsumer goods, textiles,
ce ment, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

Phone 28 Eravur.

DIARY OF EVENTS

Oct. f—Mahatma
" Jayanthi
s+ 3—Thurgood Matshall
sworn in a5 first Neg-
ro Justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court
, 4—The Prime Minister,
. Mr, Dudley Senanay=
ake left for Malaysia
on a four-day State
vigit
4 8—Deathof Lord Clement
Attlee, former British
Prime Minister

» 11=—86 Nations Meeting
on Trade and Aid at
Algiers

s 21—Governor-General Go-
pallawa begins State
Visit to India

» 24—UN 22nd Aniversary

Efforts Futile

¥ The efforts of the Peraru
Multipurpose Cooperative So-
ciety Ltd.to get a loan to put
up a permanent building for
the Society bave proved futile.

This is stated in the So-
ciety’s Aonual Report for July
1966—June 1967. But the
Society will not give up trying.
1t intends to apply for a loan
from the Bank next year.

The present membership cf
the Society stands at 107, the
Report cays. It adds that
out of the 29 members who
were granted ploughing loans
and seed paddy loans, only 4
membershave repaid the loans.
The reason for this, it states,
was a general crop failure.
Since undér the new Agricul-
tural Credit Scheme, loans
taken during the previcus
jears (except those in which
arbitration proceedings have
commenced) need not be re-
paid till Auzust 1970, the So-
ciety is not taking action in
regard to overdue loans. How-
ever the Society bas taken
action in regard to loans taken
during 1957/58.

The Society purchased 5016
bushels of paddy during 65/67
Maha season, The Report
says that the harvest was
generally poor due to failure
of rains. The Audit Report
reveals that 41 members owe
the Society Rs. 20,058.45 cts.,
The Balance Sheet as at 80-6-
67 shows that the Society has
sustained a loss of Rs. 1642.93.

Gandhi

Union to Concentrate on
Rectification Work

The annual general meeting
of the Thenmaradchy Coopet-
ative Credit Societies Super-
vising Union was beld recently
at Drieberg College Hall,
Chavakacbcheri. After the
minutes of the previous Gen-
eral Meeting was confirmed
and the Audited Statement of
Accounts adopted, the follow-
ing were elected office-bearers:
Messrs, K.5. Saravanamuttu
{ President), M, Ponnambalam
(Vice-President), V. Subbiah
(Hony Secretary) and M. Pon-
niah (Treasurer). Messrs V.
Subbiah, R. Sivagurunatban,
V. Ponnambalam and S, Kan-
daswamy were elected to the
Comumittee,

On the advice of Mr. M.
Mathibalasingham A C C D
Jaffna East,the meeting agreed
to concentrate on the coopera=
tive development of the area
in general and rectification
work in particular. The Com-
mittee was requested to pre-
pare a draft programme of
activities and to mest as often
as possible.

. PROBE PALALY

Most of the students at the
Palaly Secondary Training Col-
lege seem very upset. over the
results of the common exami-
nation held last yéar. This
was, I believe, the first time
that the trainees faced a com-
mon examination and the re-
cently released results show
that more than fifty per cent
have failed! I'm told that
nearly thirty per cent failed in
English—their special subject
—while nearly 25 per cent
failed in Temil. I understand
that Peradeniya Training Col-
lege—which is not a Second-
ary Training institution—fared
better than Palaly. Obviously
there’s something rotten some-
where. The Minister of Edu-
cation would do well to order
an immediate probs so that
there wont be a repetition of
the massacre.

ARMS AND THE
MUNICIPALITY

Should the statue in front
of 'the FPublic Library have
four arms or two ? Some want
it to be Saraswathy, Goddess
of Learning, while others want
two arms lopped off to make
the figure merely a ‘Yarl Nan-
gai’. Personally I have no
objection to Kalaimagal—the
Goddess of Learning and the
Arts—opresiding over the Li-
brary: in fact it would be
very appropriate. But I hear
that without due authorisation
a certain employee decided,
off his own bat, as it were, to
make the figure Saraswathy.
If this is true, it’s a very seri-
ous matter : uniess he’s dealt
with once and for all, the
Municipality may wake up
one fine day to find that its
employee has sold it, lock,
stock and barrel.

JAFFNA TO GROW
MORE SPUDS

A bigger acreage in Jaflna
is to be brought under polato
cultivation  this November.
The Northern Division Agri-
cultural Producers Coopera-
tive Societies Union which,
through its affiliated societies,
is issuing fertilisers and insec-
ticides on credit to potato cul-
tivators, will also undertake
the marketing of spuds, This
is where a snag arises. Unless
the cultivators are 100 per cent
loyal to the Union, the vaga-
ries of the open market may
well deal a death blow to po-
tato cultivation here. This
requires a little explanation so
I shall proceed to sketch the
background. 'One of the rea-
sons for the success of red
onion cultivation  in Jaffna
(Jaffna grows about 350,000
cwis. of red onions a year,

enough to meet the island’s
needs for about 9 months) is
that there’s a firm guaranteed
price (in fact a staggered price-
structure), the government
subsidy amounting to Rs.17-50
on a cwt., coupled with a mo-
nopoly for the Union to take
onions that side of the Ele-
phant Pass barrier. The mar-
keting of potatees will enjoy
none of these advantages. In
order to stimulate potato cul-
tivation, the Government has
removed the GPS for potatoes
and done away with price
control. When, in February
next, 70,000 cwts., of potatoes
are ready for marketing, the
Union will have to face stiff
competition from the private
trader, Since there’ll be a
glut in February (by March
N’Eliya potatoes will start
coming in), the flow of pota-
toes to the market will have to
be carefully regulated, if prices
are not to slump. Unless the
Jaffna cultivator gets at least
Rs. 50/~ a cwt. he will not be
interested any more in pota-
toes. The only way the culti-
vator can get the advantages
of cooperative marketing is to
stick loyally by the Union. If
he defects, he’ll be exposing

the Union and ultimately him-

self to the vicissitudes of the
open market, and thereby im=-
peril the future of potato cul-
tivation in Jaffna.

I'm told that the margin of
profit in potato caltivation is
high, much higher in fact than
in red onion or tobacco culti-
vation. Even at the then pre-
valent GPS price of Rs, 33/60
a cwt., the potato cultivator’s
margin of profit would have
been more than 300%. The
reason is that the cost of pro-
duction is low: there isn't
much labour involved nor is
much fertiliser needed. Inci-
dentally I learn that, owing to
intensive cultivation, some po-
tatoicultivators here ‘have got

yields in the ratioof 1: 12—

very high by world standards.

I here’s another aspect to
the problem: potato prices
have been a stabilising influ-
ence on vegetable prices. With
the import ban, that was lost,
If, as some expect, the price
of locally grown spuds shoots
up to Rs.75/- a cwt., consump-
tion will be limited to the up-
per and upper-middle classes.
Who’s the average person who
would want to buy a pound of

potatoes when it costs as much .

as a pound of beef?

13,000 acres will have to be
brought under potato cultiva-
tion in Ceylon if we are to be-
come self-sufficient. This year
‘potatoes are being grown only
in 1,000 acres far, far short of
our needs. Of these 500 acres
will be in Jaffna.

*Phone : 896,

THE THENMARADCHY
M. P, C 55 UNICN LTD.

Visit cur Hardware Section for your
‘/tequirements of Buildiog Materials. ,

We deal in :

ZAITOON BRAND ROOFING TILES,
ELEPHANT BRAND ASBESTOS SHEETS,
HOUSEHOLD ARTICLES, TEXTILES, TRUCK
& CAR TYRES, LOTUS BICYCLE TYRES, ETC,

Kandy Road,
Chavakachcheri.

Printed by Nicholas James at B8t. Josepb’s Carbolic "'ress, Main
Street, Jaffna and pubhshed by the Northern Division Co-operative

Federation Led., Main Streer, Jaffna.
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