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COMMENTARY

THE WELFARE STATE. 1968

Oftentimes in the lives of nations there comes
a time of testing. The ordeal of war tests them to
the uttermost; some nations go under, while others
come oat stronger than before. Recall the heroism
of the Britons during the Battle of Bgitain; ponder
too over the words in which, after Devaluation, Har-
old Wilson spoke to a “proud nation” to. use the
chance they've got to be'on their mettle, Recall
how the Japs fought a great war onempty stomachs,
and how after defeat they re-won their national sta-
ture through self-discipline and dedication. Recall
too, nearer home, how Mahatma Gandhi led an un-
armed people to the gates of liberty using th&jr own
inner strength.

The ten days’ rain, which battered the North
and East of Ceylon in November-December, was
relatively a small ordeal. But, were we not weigh-
ed and found wanting ?

What about the hundreds that kept away from
their work places, forgetting that the work of a com-
munity had to g6 on, sunor rain? Perhaps they
kept away for lack of easy transport, or may be just
anumbrella! (Save, that lone Cooperative Bank
agent who cycled and trudged eight miles each day
to keep his little branch open, lest the village people
be put to inconvenience!) What about committees
that did not meet because of ““inclement weather” ?
What about householders who cut trenches across
public roads caring little that it blocked vehicular
traffic? And those responsible, who failed to keep
roads and water channels clear? What about the
C.T.B. crews that failed to ply the buses notably
in Jaffna Town where several alternate routes were
available? And telcom men who not only thought
that in the wake of devaluation was
ment to strike, but did not even think of suspending it
when their fellow countrymen in a third of the coun-
try sorely needed just this means of communica-
tion ? Indeed a time of hardship is a time for all

of us, not just for the agencies of government, to
But alas!

show our concern for our fellowmen.
‘What shall we say of those middle class men who

- had no qualms of conscience in collecting the free

rations that were intended for flood victims ?

The fact of the matter is that the Welfare State
is a grand conception—its philosophical basis, belief
in the dignity of man. Butit deducts from that
dignity where the Welfare State is not an expres-
sion of the Welfare Society. Just welfare could
undermine the State as a partnership of citizens in
pursuit of the good life; citizens should not be
tempted to sell their souls for a measure of free rice
with which to buy their bodies. It was Gandhiji
who identified the Welfare State with the Welfare
Society, where “‘all rights to be deserved or pre-
served come from duty well done”. It has been
said that Gandhi’s reassertion of the importance of
duty as a cementing bond of society was in fact
a restatement of its organic unity. Itisin such an
organic society, man remains an end and not a
means. [tisin a true welfare state like that that
the ordinary man ceases to be a stranger or sabor-
dinate, but is significant, feels significant, feels he
can enter with his fellowmen into the task of re-
making the world.

1968, the 20th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration, has been designated Human Rights
Year. We invite all sons and daughters of Lanka
to hasten to echo, in modern terms, the conviction
of John Donne,

NO MAN IS AN ISLAND ENTIRE OF ITSELF

ANY MAN'S DEATH DIMINISHES ME ;
so does his hunger or squalor, ignorance or ill-health
or idleness.

The Pandaterﬁppu Parish
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N CWE RESERVE

MPCS Union has drawn the attention of the

CWE to the “recurrent shortages of most of the essential commodities like
pulses, milk foods, matches, torchlight and radio batteries etc. at the CWE

Reserve, Jaffna".

In a letter addressed to the
Sales and Supplies (Coop In-
stitutions) Supervisor, CWE,
the Union states: *‘We wish
to draw your kind attention to
the earlier complaints we lodg-
ed from time to time about
the recurrent shortages of
most of the essential commo-
dities like pulses, milk foods,
matches, torchlight and radio
batteries ete. at the CWE Re-

r

note that no satisfactory ar-
rangements have been made up
to now to ease_this situation in
spite of several assurances af
ready supply from your office”.

The Union points out that
since May 1966, it has not
been supplied radio batteries,
inough Coop Unions attached
to the CWE Colombo have
obtained several issues.

The Union also states that

opportune mo- -

serve, Jaffna, but regret to

Hood & Gale Damage in Mannar—Dec. 1967

in the case of milk foods, most
of the firms—which it had
been asked to contact directly
—nhad replied that they were
unable to enrol the Union as
one of their customers as it had
noy had earlier dealings with
them.

The Union has also appeals
ed for a special allocation of
plums for the Christmas and
New Year festivals.,

(CONTRIBUTED)

Mannar had almost non-stop rain for about ten days up
to the night of 8th December. There was particularly heavy
rainfall during the last three days of this period. Over 17
inches of rainfall were recorded on these three days. During
this time, there was almost continuous blowing in the Tregion
of 30 m.p.h. with gusts of wind up to 70 m.p.h. Many tanks
especially in the Mantai D.R.O’s Division breached and the
major portion of the District was under water. The total
damage to minor tanks has been estimated to be in the region
of Rs. 5 lakhs. Damage has also been caused to some of the
major tanks inglnding Giants® Tank and also Kurai Tank which
has breached. = Action is being taken'to effect temporary re-
pairs immediately when necessary to save crops under these
tanks. Permanent repairs will be undertaken during the course
of this Financial Year. Almost all the villages in the District
were inaccessible for two or three days. Access to several vil-
lages is very difficult even now. The 2% mile causeway con
necting Manpnar Island with the Mainland, all the roads and
many of the causeways and culverts have been seriously affect-

ed. The Mannar Causeway was impassable for some time and.-

many of the roads are not motorable even now. The Mannar
causeway received a severe battering but it has been almost
restored to its original condition. The Aruvi Aru (Malwatta
Oya) rose to nearly 30 feet at the Silavathurai-M urunkan
causeway and to a similar height at the Periyamurippu cause-
way. Although these causeways are still under water, it has
been possible for some vehicles to get across in the last two or
three days,

Prompt Action

Prompt action was taksn to
send urgently required food-
stuffs chiefly rice, flour and
sugar and kerosene to the
marooned areas. Many vil-
lages such as Vellankulam, Il-
luppaikadavai, Vidattaltivy,
Arippu, Silavathurai and Ma-
richchukaddi were accessible
only by boat and provisions
were carried by mechanised
boats and sail boats specially
hired for the purpose. Food
rations were issued to about
50,000 persons. Rice and flour
were issued in lien of other
items prescribed by the Direct-

or of Social Services such as

dhal, coconut, and dry fish
which were not available and
those who received rice issues
as flood relief did not have to
forego their rice coupons. In
addition, those whose houses
were completely destroyed and
who were housed in public
buildings were fed with bread
and tinned fish for a few days.

Many mud houses have been .

completely washed away and
many other houses damaged.
Damages to the bigger build-
ings have not been extensive.

The Director of Social Servi-
ces has authorised the payment
of assistance to rebuild houses
up to a limit of Rs. 400/~ (the
usual limit is Rs. 300/-). Spe-

cial authority has also been
given to pay assistance to per-
sons whose income is less than
Rs, 150/~ (the usual income
limit is Rs. 100/-). Particulars
are being collected so as to
pay subsidies for repairing
houses,

Fishermen have suffered
some losses to boats and fish-
ing gear but the losses have
not been as extensive as.we
had feared. In some areas,
cultivation has been ruined. It
has been estimated that about
109 (3,500 acres of the 35,000
acres) under paddy cultivation
have been destroyed and free
seed paddy is to be issued in
respect of these lands. Inma
good part of the acreage which
has survived the yield will be
poor for a number of reasons.
The floods have been a major
set back to the Food Produc-
tion Drive.

Heavy Losses

There have been heavy losses
to livestock all over the Dig-
trict. Accurate figures are not
available, but it is expected
that abont 2,000 heads of cat-

(Continued on page 4)
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Dr. S, K. Saxena, Regional Cfficer ICA, being greeted at the

Palaly Airport by the officials of the Northern Division
Cooperative Federation and Presidents of MPCS Unions
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THE NEEDY AND
THE GREEDY

When the Government ré-
alised tbe extent of the havoc
caused by  the floods and
liunched relief measures, it
was not only the actual viets
ims of disaster who sought and
received the flour and sugar
doled out by the Goverament.
According to press reports,
politicizns helped themselves
and their stooges. Pensioners,
schoolmasters, landed gentry
were all there to share in the
bonanza.

\When something is going
free, it is really hard not, to
stretch out your hand also
and grab what you can. In-
tegrity, self-respect are all
forgotten and state function-
aries called upon to administer
relief in such situations des-
erve all the sympathy tbey
can get. Hardly anyone
seems to be too rich to present
the begging bowl on such occa~
sions. Although the publi-
city given to recent exhibitions
of such anti-social behaviour
makes one bow one’s head in
shame, ] am afraid it must
have happened in every area,
where relief was given. Along-
side of the needy, there are
always the greedy and it can
happen, as it is said to have
happened in Jaffna, that the
well-heeled suppliant for chari-
ty candeprive the truly needy
.of what was really meant.to
‘relieve their distress. The gen~
uinely poor are generally dumb,
unable to make their pres-
ence felt and by age-old habit
disinclined to elbow out their
‘betters’; and by the time they
catch the eye of the dispenser
of bounty, there is nothing
left for them. Not that they
are more virtuous, They are
handicapped.

All this is true and ugly; but
1 do not believe thisis the pecu-
liar badee of the Jaffna man.
Everywhere the ‘haves’ can
do with a little more. How
they secure that little more
does not bother them over-
much. How many are there
who would not dodge the
Customs and evade income
tax—only if they can get away
with it ?

When I was a school head,
my most back-breaking chore
was the collection of facilities
fees. The state had made a
law allowing schools to collect
these fees but had forbidden
them to penalise any pupil for
non-payment. This latter pro-
vision was enacted to prevent
victimisation. of poor pupils.
But its effect was to victimise
the principal. When it came
to paying facilities fees, nearly
every child was poor. Spon-
taneous payment was rares The
unhappy principal needed
money to meet a multitude of
urgent needs, But he should
not peoalise the child. When
the terminal or annual examin-
ation was round the corner, &
little judicious pressure could

be exerted. The admissiaon

cards to the examination could
be delayed—not finally with-
held, for that would be penalis-
ing the child—till the fees
were paid at least in part.
This device was not my inven-
tion. 1 have compared notes

with scheol-heads 'both in
the north and south of Ceylon.
Every one of them had to re-
sort to some such expedient.
Parents know their rights—and
the children too—and without
gome kind of sanction, to rely
merely on moral suasion to
make people part with their
dearly cherished cash 1is
futile. So some device, that
did not flagrantly viclate the
law had to be devised. It is
‘hard to say whether in every
case the parent was the offend-
er or the child or whether
there was coliasion between
the two. One instance is yet
fresh in my mind. It was the
Friday preceding the G.C.E.
examination which was due to
commence the following Tues-
day. The daughter of a well-to-
do homeapproached me for her
admission card, promising to
pay the fees on Monday. 1
said I would be in my office
on Monday just to oblige pupils
like her and she could pay the
fess on Monday and get ber
admission card. 1’ watched
her through'the corner of my
eye, as she left my presence.
She went into the Clerk’s
office and as 1 learned later,
paid her fees then and there
and took away her card!
Every principal will be able to
cap my story with one of his
own. Of course many child-
ren came from poor homes
and quite & number were on
the edge of destitution. But
when somany pleaded pover-
ty, one could not be sure.

There is a Chinesesayiog to
the effect that the rich man

manages to secure a larger

share of even the rain that

God sends down: because
he owns more land than
the poor, more rain falls

on his land; he also lowers
the level of his fields and rais-

es the ridges. This strata-
gem is not unknown in
Jafina. The greedy

man is ingenious and can al-
ways be trusted to find ways
and means to elude the most
stringent precautions takento
contain his avarice. Not long
ago members of Parliament
belped themselves to gener-
ous slices of Crown: lapd so
that they might more effect-

_ively contribute to the coun-

try’s self-sufficiency in rice, Ac=
cording to the Bible, Jehovah
himself when he found the Is-
raelites disregarding hisprohibi-
tions against hoarding, simply
had to resort to executive fiat
to enforce his will. When the
Israelites in the course of their
wanderings in the wilderness,
were without food, Jehovah
sent them Manna from the
heavens and commanded them
to gather no more than every
one of them needed for the
day and not to lay by any-
thing for the morrow. The
hoarders would not listen.
They gathered more than they
needed and stored it for the
morrow, only to find on the
morrow worms crawling and
the manna stinking. Human
law-makers, especially in wel-
fare states, not possessing
Jehovah's power to frustrate
man’s greed, are yet groping
and fumbling in their: quest
for a pgreed-proof system of
governments

—S. H. P.

Need for Coop Party in India

M

Coercration had its origin
in Rocndale pioneers, They
believed in the principle of
political neutrality. Coopera-
tive Movement in the early
stages had, therefore, to make
a headway without the support
of politics.

Different State Attitudes

A revolutionary change has
now come about in the rela-
tionship between the State and
the cooperatives. The K Gov-
ernment in a Welfare State is
responsible for economic plan-
ning and regulation of all eco-
nomic activity. It controls all
productive activity. Since co-
operatives deal with an im-
portant sector of eccnomic
life, they naturally fall within
the ambit of State control and
regulation.

Cooperative Parties Abroad’

Practically a similar situa-
tion was in evidence in Great
Britain during the first World
War. As soon as Cooperation
began to find its feet, there
was opposition to it not only
from private interests but also
from politicians in Parliament.
Consequently, a cooperative
political party was organised
in 1920. This partv bas ever
since worked in Parliament in
conjunction with the Labour
Party. Numerically, the num-
ber of representatives of the
Cooperative Party may not
have been very high at any
time, but their voice was al-
ways felt and they championed
the coeperative cause Wwith
fervour and zeal.

If all political parties take
kindly to the Movement, there

SHYAMDAR MISRA

There are various groups
and partiesin Legislatures each
believing in a different econo-
mic programme. Some parties
favour private enterprise, oth-
ers believe in Cooperation or
coplete socialisation. Natur-
ally there is a conflict between
these viewpoints, but each finds
full expression in parhamen-
tary proceedings. Thestrength
of various viewpoints is re-
flected in the vocal member-
shipy of various ideological
groups. The cooperatives are
a weak section compared to
the organised Private and Pub-
lic Sectors. Naturally, their
voice in the counsels of Parlia-
ment is equally ineffective.

A weak sector, however,
needs much greater support
and assistance from the State,
How can this be secured in the
philesophy of Cooperation un-
less our parliamentarians are
fully oriented. After the fourth
General Election, Govern-
ments have been formed in
States with different ideolo-
gies. Some of these have ac-
corded a prominent place to
Cooperation, at least in their
manifestoes, They consider
Cooperation as the fittest ins-
trument for planned develop-
ment. But there are some
other parties which are op-
posed to Cooperation as a
whole or in part. The Chief
Minister of Haryana, for ex-
ample, wants to do [away with
cooperatives altogether, There
are some others who would
deny it State aid and thus
weaken the Movement. The
fact remains that but for the
strong support of cooperatives
from the Planping Commis-
sion and some sympathy from
the Central Government, some
State Governments may like
to scrap the Movement alto-
gether, and replace it by a
flourishing Private Sector or
free economy.

Political Interference

Too much political interfer-
ence by the officials under the
pressure of politics has now-a-
days become the order of the
day. Even the various discre-
tions to be exercised by the
officials under law are being
generally dictated by political
expediency. The Cooperative
Movement therefore, is be-
coming a victim of politics.
And the wonder of it is that
all their political interference
is sought to be justified on the
plea of correcting the various
malpractices or defects in the
Movement,

can beno case for a separate
cooperative party. The orga-
nisation of such a distinct
party may endanger the basis
of support and confidence of
other political parties. But
when some political parties
choose not merely to remain
aloof or neutral, but to oppose
the Cooperative Movement,
what is the alternative with the
cooperators 2 In Sweden, the
movement has the support of
all the parties. It is consulted
on all vital matters affecting
the Cooperative Sector and,
therefore, no need is felt in
that country for a distinct co-
operative party.

In India, the choice before
cooperators is either, to mobi-

lise support of all major poli-
tical parties for the cause of
the Movement, or to organise
a separate cooperative politi-
cal party as may work hand in
hand with other like-minded
parties. But how to educate
and orient the political parties
and make them interested in
the cause of Cooperation ?

Challenge to Indian Coop
Maovement

Even if we have the ideal
situation of a self-reliant Co-
operative Movement, not seek-
ing State aid and finance, State
support will be required to fur-
ther the economic interests of
cooperative groups, because
the State playsan ever-increas-
ing role in economic matters.
It is true that there can be no
substitute for a real non-offi-
cial Cooperative Movement,
for State aid today tends to
turn into State domination.
To achieve this end, maybe we
have to contend with a situa-
tion where we may have no
Cooperative Departments in
States or may have to assign
them the very minimum func-
tions. But what is needed for
all this is a strong and efficient
non-official leadership for the
Cooperative Movement.

The above poses a real chal-
lenge to the National Cooper-
ative Union of India, the apex
body ofthe Cooperative Moves
ment in the country. The
Union should set up a Nation-
al Committee to pin-point the
political issues vis-a-vis coop=

eratives and take steps to find -

a solution to the problem pos-
ed before it is too late.

—The Co-operator

Phone ; 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
/® Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram : ““Yarlunion®’.

*  Towels,

20,

EARN AN EASY
RS, 150/- PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs,
Door and Window Curtains.

Available in lovely designs and enchanting colours at

Jaffna CGo-operative Textile
Societies Union,

10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA,

Pillow Cases,

L i

"Phone : 896.

v

() THE THENMARADCHY
. §5. UNION LTD,,

\)isit our Hardware Section for your
requirements of Building Materials.

We deal in :

ZAITOON BRAND ROOFING TILES,
ELEPHANT BRAND ASBESTOS SHEETS,
HOUSEHOLD ARTICLES, TEXTILES, TRUCK
& CAR TYRES, LOTUS BICYCLE TYRES, ETC.

Kandy Road,
Chavakachcheri.
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The problems confronted_ in
India are as many and varied
as its climate and culture. But
the enigma of the peasant is
unique and similar all over
the country. Ours is an agri-
culturdl country and more
than eight out of ten depend
on land for their living., If
theirs are solved the major
portion of the country’s diffi-
culties may safely be consi-
dered as over. Itis needless
to say that any solution seek-
ing to resolve the riddle of
the country should be ap-
proached with the problems of
the farmers in mind. It should
be an agricultural oriented
answer.

Cooperation has been thought
of as a well suited weapon to
fight poverty, social inequali-
ty and economic imbalance,
and not as a mere pipe line
to distribute the Re:erve
Bank’s resources to the farm-
ers in remote corners of the
country . Itisa way of life.
It should inform and influence
every department of human
action.

The beginning should be
made at the grass roots, the
villages; the three tier system,
of cooperative societies at
villages, central organisation
at the district level, apex ins-
titution at the State level and
possibly National Institution
on the top isan ideal struc-
dure. But all should never-
theless start from the botiom.

The Society, the ideal one I
wisualise, should not be the

Membership

At least one member of
each family in she village
should be earolled as member
in the village society, More
than one from the same family
may be admitied as members.
But each family should defi-
nitely be represented in the
society. Enrolling as many
members from a few house-
holds as there are families and
presenting an apparent picture
of cent percent coverage will
never serve any useful purpose.
Such a false picture has been
responsible for its ill develop-
ment,

Finance

As no society or organisa-
tion can function and fulfil its
objectives without adequate
funds, rallying of enough re-
sources in the form of share
capital will be the first task,
Gradual collection. in easy
instaiments should be effected
especially during easy days
like during harvest season.

Objects of the Society

The functions and purview
of the society should be so
wide and large that every
need of the villagers from
manpower tomanure could be
met through its medium. Agri-
cujtural needs like farm im-
plements, fertilisers, improved
seeds, consumer needs are all
the requirements of the vil-
lagers and their families. It
should also function as a Lab-
our Bank, mobilising the la-

P,

NATESAN

General Secretary, Tamil Nadu Coop Union

-one which looks after merely
the monetary needs, or hous-
ing problems of its members
as are existing today, but
should be an all pervading,
all embracing comprehensive
institution-A Package Society.

As has already been said,
earlier, the village forms the
ideal starting point for social
change and economic trans-
formation; for, communica-
tion amongst themselves are
informal and social exchange
casy and binding. They live
as a closely knitted common-
wealth sharing their common
hopes and fears, sweating for
the fulfilment of the same as-
pirations and ideals viz., the
development of the village and
the community. They almost
live together, as if under the
same roof, work together ex-
periencing the same trials and
tribulations. Their knowledge
of one another is so intimate
and close that they do not
have much secrets among
‘themselves. Each one knows
the others’ strength and weak-
ness; quite unlike the sophis-
ticated urban community
where every one isa stranger
to everybody else and whose
mind and motives are well
guarded secrets, The villages
on the other hand are a wide
open space.

The ideal village society
should be conceived not as
merely for money lending
operations; it should be a
«clearing house—it should be a
common meeting place of all
the villagers and a nerve centre
—a communication centre—
where notes on their experi-
ence on farms, finance etc.,
<can be exchanged; it should
be a literal, precedential and
ideal community centre.

bour forces in advance in
the form of promises and build
up a labour reservoir from
which labour service could be
drawn, as money is drawn
from banks as and when they
are required for community
development programmes such
as road making, deepening of
wells and tanks, construction
of schools, office of the society
elc.

Office of the Society

The place of action, the
office of the society should be
situated in a central place con-
venient for all the villagers to
meet often for discussions
and conducting important
functions. It should never be
the residential place of the
office bearers, for, it may some
times clog wider participation.
As a matter of fact the prac-
tice of making the residential
house as the office of the so-
ciety has been responsible for
the ill development of the so-
ciety. An ordinary tiled or
even thatched construction
will easily serve the purpose.
It need not be a big building.
Staff

At least ome or two paid
employees, well trained per-
sonnel, with discipline should
man the society. He should
function under regular office
hours in accordance with the
requirements of the society
and the convenience of the
members. The building which
houses the society may’ have
other amenities such asa small
meeting hall for conduct of
occasional general meetings
screening of educational films
etc. Lack of this- facility is
one of the factors responsible
for the non-development of
many societies.

Provision of newspapers,
journals, magazines etc., will
provide added attraction to
the people to assemble at the
place quite frequently.

General body meetings
should be held at least once in
a year where audit reports,
annual reports and other func-
tional details may be placed.
It should not be as is now,
the only occasion for the mem-
bersto meer. General meetings
may be convened more than
once for important purposes,
for discussing farm plans ete,

Food Production

Nothing perhaps is more
important to-day than all out
effort to meet the challenge of
the food situation in the coun-
try. Raising the yields on
our farms has to bz the base
of a permanent and dependa-
ble sclution of this gigantic
problem. In technology and
science we have the new
powers that are capable of
cffecting significant increase
in agricultural production,
But how ean our farmers with
their small holdings and obso-
lete methods of agricultural
operations and backward eco-
nomy get the maximum from
their farms. The ideal society
can help the farmers to acqu-
aint themselves with the mo-
dern techniques of farming,
For this purpose informal
discussions, fortnightly or
weekly or at any convenient
time can be held at the so-
ciety.

A progressive farmer of the
place may also be asked to tell
his successful story and ex-
plain how he is able to pro-
‘duce’ more in his
others. These discussions will
not only kindle their thoughts
and provoke action but also
will enthuse them into adopt-
ing the methods their neigh-
bour has successfuly simulated.
Nothing can impress our
farmers more than actual
demonstrations; the society
can arrange for tours of suc-
cessful farms around the
villages.

Soil testing can successfully
be donie by the societies by
owning soil testing kits and
technicians who can help the
farmer to find out the condi-
tion of his soil and decide the
crop that will respond favour-
ably to the soil.

Subsidiary Occupations

The average income of the
cultivating farmer and his
economy are marginal and his
standard of living has to be
enhanced by increasing his in-
come. The one positive man-
ner of effecting this is to en-
courage him in subsidiary oc-
cupations, Much has been
spoken about, but very little
has been done to give effect to
this. Ordinarily the average
farmer does not deviate from
his customary practice and
requires a special impetus even
toimprove his own standard.
Actual spoon feeding is neces~
sary often to make him imple-
ment new ideas or procedures.
One of the main functions of
the society will be to gather
knowledge about the details
of subsidiary occupations. Of
the many such, poultry farm-
ing and milk supply are two
very attraclive propositions.
Immediate and easy market is
available for both of these
avocations. Credit also is
easily available. The women
folk of the farmer or the re.

is farm than '

tired elders can easily look
after these. Kerala supplies
a large percentage of the egg
requirement of many States in
India, the reason being that
every house-hold is practising
it as a regular subsidiary occu-
pation. The demand for milk
is unimaginable. Naturally i
is a profitable concern for the
farmer with the facilities
available for him to look after
his cows. Cultivation of
vegetables around his resi-
dence and also in small avail-
able spaces in the land is also
a very profitable secondary
income. There are several
other secondary occupations,
which will unusually benefit
the farmer.

Functional Discussions

Discussions on varied prac-
tical operations at the village
level should be held whenever
needed. Meémbers who are
willing may join the discus-
sions. The subjects will be
agricaltural operations;
Secondary occupations, Edu-
cation of children-primary,
higher, college and technical ;

| VISUALISE

employment  aspects, both
agricultural and non-agricul-
tural; Housing for the mem-
bers; Recreational facilities ;
Common amenities such as
roads, drinking water facili-
ties ; Sanitation etc. The ser-
vices of any expert or well in=
formed person or concerned
technician may be utilised
whenever available. The dis-
cussions should be practical
and should lead to the
practical implementation of
possible plans.

Review of day to-day-events,
are likely to promote stimulat -
ing pastimes.

In fine, the society must
function as a community
centre where the many prob-
lems of the villages are pro-
cessed from various angles
and solutions suggested. Not

only economic but social
problems may also form sub-
jects of planning. The so-
ciety should be a Package
Organisation  to which the
farmer should always turn

for help with hope.
' =The Madras Journal of
Cooperation

FIXED DEPOSITS

237, and 33% respectively.
and 419 respectively.

(1) Interest at the rate of 3

interest payable will be 43%.

PAWN BROKING

is allowed,

)

598, MAIN

INVEST your SAVINGS in— ;

THE JAFFNA
COOP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 4%

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

% 1is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily, ;

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 4% for the month in which there
is 2 minimum balance of Rs, 5,000/~ or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1-11-1967, the rate of

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 33%.

Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches, The rate

of interest charged is 9% and Repayment by Instalments
Branches : =
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chunnakam—Point Pedro

(Nelliady) — Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal). -

Head Office : '

STREET, JAFFNA.

®

2B, Front Street,

For Speedy Dischdrge and
Safe Delivery
Jaffna District

ea-ape'zaﬁve Harbows Setoices

Union LB,

® STEVEDORES AGENTS
® LANDING CONTRACTORS
® FORWARDING AGENTS

JAFFNA,

Telephone No, 590
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Mr. R. Rajaratnam, President NDCF, welcoming the guests
and delegates to the C ooperative Conference held at the
Jaffna Town Hall recently

e
ICA to Give Financial Assistance

The International Coopera-

tive Alliance has agreed In

principle to give financial as-
sistance for the tranzlation of
celecied books on Cooperation
into Sinhalese and Tamil.

This is the outcome of a
visit paid to the ICA Head-
quarters by Mr, Edmund Wi-
jesuriya, M. P. for Maskeliya
and President, Cooperative
Federation of Ceylon. Mr.
Wijesuriya met Mr. Alexander,
Director, and discussed matters
on which assistance had been
asked for by the Federation.
The ICA has also agreed to
gift. projectors and cinema
equipment for Publicity and
Educational activities.

Mr. Wijesutiya visited the
ICA Headquarters during the
course of a world tour after
attending the Central Com-
mittee meeting of the ICA
along with the Auaxiliary Com-
mittee on Agriculture andSub-
Committee on Fisheries lasting
from September 11th to 19th
at Prague; he visited the 1CA
Headquarters on September
25th.

While in Czechoslovakia,
Mr. Wijesuriya visited the
Head Office of the Czechoslo-
vakian Cooperative Organisa-
tions and discussed the settiog
up of a Glass Factory with
Czech help, The sale of tea
to Czechoslovakia on a barter
system also figured in the dis-
cussions. &

‘with them,

During his tour of America Mr.
Wijesuriya visited the largest
Cooperative Housing Scheme
in New Jersey called Rochdale
Village and studied the work-
ing of this institution. He
aleo visited the new 300 acre
building project situated at
Bartow Avenue where hotses
for 15,600 families are being
built. Mr: Wijesuriya thinks
that similar Housing Societies
should be started in Ceylon
with the assistance of the
Government and the Banks,
In Chicago he visited the Cen-
tral Farmers' Fertilizer Orga-
pisation—one of the biggest
Fertilizer Corperations in the
U.S.A. During his discussions
My. Wijesuriya
gathered that they were will-
ing to help set up 2 Fertilizer
Unit here that would supply
all the fertilizer Ceylon re-
quired for ber agricultural pur-
poses. y )

TR RIS
New Office-bearers

The following were elected
office-bearers at the meeting
of the Managing Committee
of the NDCF held on 13-12-47:
Mr. S. Candiah—Hony. Secre-
tary (re-elected), Mr. M. Ga-
napathipillai—Hony. Treasur-
er. Maessrs. R. Rgjaratpam,
R. C. S. Cooke, S. Candiah,
M. Ganapathipillai and V. 8.
Ponniah were elected members
of the Working Committee.

e, S e 0 RS
Bank Has Lent Over Rs.5 Million

Under the New Agricultural
Credit Scheme, the Jaffna Co-
operative Provincial Bank has
lent over 5 million rupees up
to the end of November 1967.

The breakdown is as fol-
lows: Paddy loans (Maha sea-
son) amount to Rs. 3,362,351/

85 cts; the loans given for the
cultivation of subsidiary food
crops total Rs. 1,687,846/55
cts. -Loans given for onion
cultivation amount to Rs. 976,-
894/63 cts., and for chillies and
potatoes Rs. 457,016/52 cts.
and Rs, 253,935/40 cts. respec-
tively.

Services in Eravurpatiu.

Eravurpattu M.P.C.S. Union Ltd,,
Chenkaladi

We are :—Agents of Ceylon Nautritional Foods Ltd.

,». Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

,, People’s Bank in Pawn Broking,
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.’
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

"Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government.

Wholesale and retail dealers in Copsumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

Phone 28 Eravur.

Gale in Mannar

(Continued from page 1)
tle and 2,000 heads of goat
would have died as a result of
the floods. On inspeciions
immediately after the floods,
carcasses of dead animals were
found littered by the roadside
in every part of the District.
Action is being taken with the
help of the Health Depart-
ment and the Village Councils
to destroy the carcasses and
prevent outbreak of diseases,

Prompt Assistance

Prompt assistance was re-
ceived from the Ceylon Red
Cross. One thousand pack-
ages containing rice and other
foodstuffs and essentials, don-
ated by the Ceylon Red Cross
have been distributed in the
villages most in need. In ad-
dition, a second week’s ration
will be issued in badly affected
areas to those who qualify for
assistance. CARE Ceylon has
donated 1,000 Ibs. of CARE
milk and Messrs. Whittal
Boustead Ltd. have donated
280 Ibs. of Tea for distribu-
tion among the flood victims.

The Govt. Agent, Mannar,
reports that officers of all
Govt. departments. and cor-
porations in Mannar worked
as members of a team exe-
cuting relief work. Some had
to spend several hours at sea
transporting  foodstuffs in
boats—many others worked
day and night under adverse
weather conditions without ad-
ditional remuneration and on
work quite uncopnected with
their regular duties. Colombo
offices like the Social Service
Dept. and Food Commission
have also responded quickly
to the calls for assistance. All
this has made it possible to
render relief quickly and ef-
fectively.

A T
Commemoration
Meeting

The late Mr. V. Veerasin-
gham viewed the Cooperative
Movement not as an economic
Movement but as one which
could bring out the divinity in
man and help to eradicate so-
cial inequalities.

So said Mr. M. Mathibala-
singbam ACCD Jaffna East,
speaking at a Commemoration
meeting in honour of the late
Mr. V. Veerasingham. Mr, S.
Candiah, Hony. Secretary ND
CF, presided.

Mt. Mathibalasingham fur-
ther said that it was man’s
beastliness and self-interest
which were responsible for the
shortages and crises in the
country-

Stressing the need for in-
tegrity and purity. Mr. Mathi-
balasingham said that Mr.
Veerasingham, with his inte-
grity and sense of dedication,
had helped to foster the Coop-
erative Movement.

Mr. P. Govindaswamy and
Mr. P, Selvaretnam also spoke.
T SRS T

POSTFONED

Owing to the heavy rains
the seminar and AGM of the
Tholpuram-Moolai Credit So-
cieties Supervisory Union
which was to have been held
on 9-12-67, have been post-
poned indefinitely.

Bad weather has also led
to the indefinite postpone-
ment of the Thunnukai MFCS
Union Seminar which was
fixed for 14-12-67.

‘Uphold Coop Principles”

Uphold cooperative princi-
ples in life too, urged Mr.T.
Shanmugarajah, HQI, address-
ing the members ' of the GPS
Coop Labour Society. The
occasion was the 7th Annual
General Meeting of the Socie-
ty. Healso advised them to
formulate a Provident Fund
scheme.

Mr. A. Kasipillai, HOQI str-
essed that members should
realise that they had certain
duties by their society. He
appealed to them to bavefaith
in their society: only then
could it be strengthened.

Mr. P, Selvaretnam, Admin-~
istrative Secretary NDCF em-
phasised the need for disci-
pline. He pointed out that the
development of the society in-
directly meant the develop-
ment of the community and
the country.

Mr. J, F. Sigmaringam, Pre-
sident Jaffna Coop Harbour
Services Union, suggested that
a committee be set up to ex-
plore the possibilities of find-
ing new avenuss of employ-
ment. He pointed out that
while the membership of the
Union had increased, less work
was available. That was why
it was imperative to find more
work for the members. He
said that the Union, on behalf
of its affiliated societies, was
pressing for a higher rate of
payment after devaluation.

The President, Mr. S, Thil-
laimpalam, said that if it had

not been for the assistance
rendered by the officers of the
Cooperative Department, the
J1.D, Coop Harbour Services
Union and the NDCF, the
society would have died a pre-
mature death. He appealed to
the President of the J.D.Coop
Harbour Services Union to
help find more work for the
members of the society.

The following were elected
office-bearers : Messrs.S. Thil=
laimpalam (President), K. Pa-
ram (Vice-President) and V.
Rajadurai (Hony. Treasurer).
Messrs. N. Rajah, K. Nathan,
V. Ratnam and V. Vionasi-
thamby were elected to the
committee.

Bank Board Elects
New Office-bearers

The Board of Directors of
the Jaffna Cooperative Pro-
vincial Bank elected the fol-
lowing office-bearers at a meet—
ing held on 12-12-67: Mr. R.
Rajaratnam — President (re-
elected), Mr. R.C.S. Cooke—
Vice-President, Mr. T. K. Ra-
jasekeran—Managing Director-
(re-elected), Mr. V. Subrama-
niam—Hony. Secretary (re-
elected). Messrs, V. Ponnam-
balam, E. Coomaraswamy (re-
elected), N. Sabapathypillai,
Dr. R. E, W, Jehoretnam and
M. Ganapathipillai (re-elect-
ed) were elected members of
the Working Committee.

LTD.
1. QUALIFICATIONS:

(b)

(©

in a Bank.

4, Salary Scale:

WANTED

Applications are invited for the post of ACCOUNTANT |
in the JAFFNA COOPERATIVE PROVINCIAL BANK }-

(a) Int:rmediate Examination of the Insttute of Chart-
ered Accountants with five years executive experience
in accounting in a recognised Firm or Bank

OR

Passed the Final Examination of the Association of |
Corporate Accountants with three years executive ex-
perience in accounting in a Bank :

OR

Passed the London A.IB. Examination—Part I & II
—with three years executive experience in accounting |

2. AGE :—Over 25 years,
3. SECURITY :—Cash Rs. 2,000/- ; Property Rs. 5,000/~
Rs, 700/- ;

Rs. 1,200/-

NOTE:

59, Main Street,
Jaffna.

®

: 6x Rs. 30/-;3x Rs.40/-; EB. 5x Rs. 40/ |
with allowances amounting to Rs. 200/- in all per mensem, §

Selected candidate should sign an agreement to
serve the Bank for a minimum period of five years.

The Period of Probation will be two years.

Applications should reach the under-mentioned on or
before the 20th January, 1968.

Hony. Secretary,
J. C. P. Bank Ltd.

Address:

®

‘/ Retail Shop at :

JAFFNA MP.C.S. UNION LTD.

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised distributors for
- CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

15/1, Power House Road, Jafina.

i

Printed by Nicholas James at 5te Joseph's Catholic Fress, Main
Street, Jafina and published by the Northern Division Co-operative
Pederation Ltd,, Main Street, faffoa. 1-1-1968
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