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COMMENTARY _
THE TAMIL HERITAGE
We are fortunate who speak the tongue that Tiruvalluvar
spoke. The marvellous spectacle of the preatest Tamil sangam

ever, the foregathering of scholars from forty couairies in the
Second Worid Conference-Seminar im Madras, is a tribute
to the universality oflhc appeal of Tamil. It has been the
vehicle of a culture thatis among *‘the great and immortal
treasures of the world’s civilizition™ {Kamll Zyelebil). It is
an immense field of hu nan aciivity in which Tamil speakers
bave cooperated with other nations during so many centuries”
(Jean Filliozit). From the outpouring of the Sangam Age
twenty centuries ago to this day the world has beheld an un-
broken culiural continuity that has no parallel, Tamil is still
a liviog languugs around the shores'of the Indian Oczeany it is
beginning to be heard here and there on the coasts of the
Pacific and Atlantic too, borne beyond her native shores not
aloft ships and spears of war but on the win gs of psace. The
first Indian language to be reduced to print by European mis«
sionaries in the lust quarter of the sixteenth century, the sta=
tuss of Veeramamunivar, Bishop Caldwell and G.U. Pope
that now adorn the Marina in Madras are a witness to the
fruilful iaterest Western scholars have takzn in Tamil studies
ever since. Tamil is well on the way to being recognised as a
world heritage.

To speak of the inherent vitality of Tamil is Bot to say
that all is well with the world of Tamil today  To sing of its
past gloties is no substitute for things manifestly “left undone,
For example, standirds of Linguisuic study and research in
Tamil Departments in universities in Tamil regions do not
everywhere measure up to the standards of their counterparts
in the West. Norcan Tamil yet boast of a scientific or even
sociclogical literature refiecting the scient.fic and social revo-
lutions of our time. It is, however, likely that the unique
Madras gathering will afford an impetus and direction both
to Tamil research and the development of the language and
its literature. The International Association of Tamil Research
will undoubtedly make a vital coantribution to Tamil Studies.
When all is said, however, our culture can possess only a re-
trospective and antiquarian interest forforeign scholars, . Their
interest in Tamil will be past-oriented by the namre of
things. But, what we should b after isa renewal, not are

vival. “What thou hast inherited from thy J;athars, earn i
anew if thou wouldst possess it”’, wrote Goethe.

It was significant that some of the Madras papers and
addresses were in English. Tamil has not only to function in
the context of a world where English 1s the most widely used
international language but to develop in association with it
(and other modern lapguiges). 1his is no new experience for
Tamil writing ln past times, when Sanskrit and Pali were
dominant languages in the South Asian horizon Tamil thinkers
made pre-eminent contributions to these liansuages as well as
in their native Iamil. We now live more than ever before in
‘an inter-communicating wor!d community—indeed, ia a world
as ‘one village' foreshadowed by the aocient Tamil seer. It is
true that ideas of whatever origin can reach the masses only
through their everyday speech, and that the creative minority
will not be read if they do not Write in their mother tongue.
But this minority will have little to write unless they form part
of the world intellectual community and catch something of
the world of the time. Besides, some of this minority will
have to use English to write for a world readership and speak
befcre world forums. Not least, it is the encounter with Eng-
lish (and other modern languages) that will help to make
Tamil a fir instrument for the vses of today.

The cull to Tamil lovers is for a massive output of modern
writing and other mass media that will carry the forty million
speakers of the language into the secoad half of the twenteth
ceniury. It is particularly important that there should be a
copious flow of children’s books bringing to the young both
their I'amil heritage and their world heritage. A consensus
has also to be reached on the basic question of technical terms.
Seeing that the number of technical terms involved in the vari-
ous fields cf knowledge run iato lakhs, the sanest thing would
be to make an adaptation of international terminology in their
English form, keeping as closc as possible to other Indian lan-
guuges including Sinhalese), and harmopise their endings to
suit lamil sounds. What we want is to facilitate scientific
achievement and modern thought rather than nurse primitive
prige. The immortality of a culture is bound up with its uni-
versality. Those who'stand for |amil alone, in speech or ter-
minology, do not stand for Tamil either.

Waile it would be the function of the IATR to promote
*the study of Dravidology in general and Tamilology in parti-
cular” (in Thaninayagam’s words), and to encourage study Lnits
in various centres and possibly an International Institute,it would
be for governmenis and the Tamil public to sponsor culiural
missions in British Council fashion. There would be a special ob-
ligation to keep alive their native cultur2 among Tamil settlersin
new lands, Bur, we can foresee that in the years to come the ap-
peal of Tamil music, dance, drama and motion picture as well as
of Tamil writing, will transcend narrow linguist.c boundaries.

K. MNEsIAH

will be appointed for
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Study Circles to Orgamsed

b Iha Department of C’iouparahve Developm“nt has drawn up as'hame
to organise and conduct Study Cn‘clﬁs and to recruit and train Study Circle

Leaders.

The main objects of the
scheme will be

@ Creating interest in Coop-
erative affalrs among the
participants

® Teaching Cooperative The-
ory and Practice

@ Stimulating an awareness
of the economic probléms
which Cooperative Socle-

. ties could solve

® Improving Cooperative So-
cicties by enriching the
knowledge of the membets

@ Building new societies on
firm foundations

Reviving weak societiesand
helping good societies to
funciion more efficiently.

One for Each DRO’s Division

One Study Circle Leader
each
DRO’s Division. The selec-
tion will be done by the loeal
District Union which will call
for applicitions from members
of Cooperative Societies who
have experiencein Coop work,
Preferenc: will  bes civea to

tho:e with qualities of lsader-

sh p with a good knowledge
of Cooperation and possessiug
teaching experience. The ap-
pointment is for one year and
can be renswed if the Study
Circle Leader has done good
work.

Study Circle Leaders will be
trained either at the School of
Cooperation, Polgolla or the
local Education Centres. The
initial training will last one
week. Swudy Circle Leaders
will be called upfora . efresh-
er and Evaluation Course
three months afier they have
worked in the ficid. Travelling
expenses to the [raining Cen-
tre and back and subsistence
allowance (at Rs. 5/- p.r day)
during the p:riod of training
will be met »y the CCD from
the Cooperative Fu:d.

Under the scheme, the Stu-
dy Circles will be organised by
the District Unions in asso-
ciation with the MPCS Unions
in each district. The Admin-
istrative Secretaries of the
District Unions will be assign-
ed the responsibility of orga-
nising and supervising the

Mobile Bank Servica
for Vannerikulam

The Jaffoa Cooperative Pro-
vincial Bank will soon operate
a Mobile Bank Service to cater
to the peeds of resideats of
Vannerikulam.

The Mobile Bank will visit
Vanaerikulam onez or twice a
week, as the need arises.

[lors B s B e )
New Secretary

Mr. T. Mylvaganam, Re-
tired Coop Inspector, has been
el.cied Secretary of the Vali
West Coop Daury Society.

Study Circles. A Study Circle
will consist of 15-20 persons,
thus ‘permitting informal dis-
cussion.

District Unions to Meet
Initial Expenses

The District Unions will
meet the expenses initially.
The CC» will reimburse the
Unions in part or full on suc-
cessful completion of the Study
Circle. During the first year
of thei'scheme, the CCD will
pay the Study Ciicle L=aders
at the rate of Rs. 3/- per class
(inclusive of travelling expen-
ses) from the Cooperative
Fund.

For the present, the syllabus
will consist o1 15 lessons: 1o
sustsin enthusiasm at Jeast 3
classes will be devoted to the

discussion of economic and
social problems relating to the
village. The Discussion Group
Method will be adopted as it
is the most effective way of
getting across: one’s ideas to
rural andiences. ACCDD will
attend the fipal session of each
Study Circle and have inform-
al discussions with the parti-
cipants in order to evaluate
the project, They canals), if
they so desire, gét the partici=
pants to answer a short ques-
tionnaire.

No Exam

No examination will be held
at the end of the course but
the District Unions will issue
a certificate 1o all participants
who have attended at lzash
7% of the classes.

Northern Tally Clerks
Appeal to Minister

The Nerthern Ports Tally
Clerks Cooperative Sociaty
has appeal=d to the Minister
of Nationalised Services to
divert more food ships to
Jaffna and to absorbthem in-
to the Tally Serwices at Trin-
comalee and Colomb»s.

Their memorandum tuns as
{ollows :

The Northern Ports Tally
Clerks Coop Society Ltd
wishes to place before
you the following facts for
yvour kind and sympathetic
consideration.

The society was registered
in 1965. It is affiliated to
the Jaffpa District Coopera-
tive Haibour Services Union
Ltd, which is the sole con-
tractor for uploading Food-
ships at the Northern Ports
from 1963. It has a member-
ship of 60. Pri>r to the regis-
tration of the society, the
membars  were directly em-
ployed under the Union which
bas up to date unloaded 41
ships in all. We are respon-
sible for the ta'lyinz on baard
the wvessel, at the landing
points and at the delivery
points. © We have earned a
good name for the efficieacy
of our work.

Great Hardships

Ouar members are under-
goins great hardships on ac-
count of the paucity of the
gships that are diverted to the
Northern Ports. On an aver-
age about nine ships are di-
verted annually which take
about 140 days to unload As
our members have no alter-
native employment, they idle
for the rest of the year. Even
during the peciod of work,
most of our members have
duties on alternative days in
order to provide equality of

opportunity to all, Hence the
actual number of working days
of our members is 70 days.
On an average the earning of
Rs. 420/- per anhum ¢crmi=s to

e, *5/- par month. The low
rate of puyment made to us
which is controlled by the rates
paid bv the Food Dipictment
to the Uiion, ageravates our
position further.

Cause For Concern

Most of our members ars
married and burdened with
large ‘amilies. They are also
tooold to apply for jobs in
the public or private segtars,
Though we have restricted
our membershin on acelunt
of their difficulties, the level
of under-employment among
our members i3 a cause for
great concern. There are two
avenues which offer hopes of
employment tor our membzrs.

1. After the Narionali-ation
ol the Trincomalee Portit may
require more tally hands than
have been absorbed. [nsuch
an event we hope that we will
be given rreference in the
maAtter of emplovment as Tally
Clerks, in view of the ex‘eri-
ence we have acquired during
the last five years.

2. The Port Tally and Pro-
tective Services Corporation,
Colombo which was s=t up on
the Ztth of July 1967 may ba
io a position to absorb at least
some of our members and thus
alleviate the great hardships
we are undergoing.

In view of the forezsing
facts we earnestly regiest
your Honour to help to better
aur employment opportunities
by divertine more Foodships
to Joffna and by securing for
us admission to the Tully Ser-
vices at Trincomalee and
Colombo.
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Sivam,

Siva'.pathas.undamm_-—Sivam-
to friends—who has just beep
elected President of the Tamil
Writers Societyof South ladia
has had a waried cateer: 1
first came to knpw him when
we were fellow-travellers in
the train from Wellawatte to
‘Colombo Fort en route to the
Law College. Then I lost
sizht of him until he turned up
one day in the office of the
Eelakesari as its Assistant
Editor. Though my friend
'Eelakesari Ponniah, founder
and proprietoc of the paper
was its official editor, as soon
as Sivapathasundaram appear-
2d on the scene, he assumed
complete charge of the paper;
format, gathering of material,
writing editorials and spgcxal
column in light vein entitled
By the Wayside (ume» SCwir
r&8®) ander the pen-name
Wayfarer  (umiesmiflj—
were his responsibility. « A
short while after this 1 was
editing the Kesari—an English
weekly—also owned hy.- Pon-
niah. In fact, the Kesariasan
English-medium_ sister paper
of the Eelakesari was dreamed
up by my friends Ponniah and
Sivam. They bad made all
arrangements, and without 2
word to me had appointed
me honorary editor. There-
after they descended upon me
a few days before the first
number of the new paper was
due to appear.

There were then ecstatic
visions of a mewspaper enter-
prise in Jaffoa undeg Ponniah's
over-all contral, Ponniah was
to be the financier and blae-
prints were being made ready
for '@ Tamil daily, and two
weeklies, one'in Sinhaleseand
one in English, At least when
the three of us met, we "&_Q_oke
as though the thing was just
round the corner. Then: for

some reason of other
thasundaram left and the en-
rire project faded out.The
Eelakesari struggled for® some
years and folded shortly after
Ponniah’s death, The Kesari
had perished earlier.  But
Sivam was alive and kicking
as official in chaige of Tamil
programmes 1n Radio Ceylon,
From there he went to the
B.B.C. and returped to Ceylon
as Assistant Director of Radio
Ceylon.

After more vicissitudes he
found himself in Madras. He
bad for many years longed to
live'in India and during his
journalistic and radio days, e
had established contacts with
the literary and artistic elite
of South India. He is now
the proprietor of a flourishing
business. In the midst of all
this globe-girdling and hopping
from job to job, he never for-
sook his first love—Tamil,
QOriginal writing in Tamil bas
been his consuming passion. 1
do not know if he has written
an cetry or short stories.
Hi‘; ﬁ?st book was ‘In Manikka-
vasagar’s Footsteps (tom el
uTEsMer < ig & & el L 1ge)
with an introduction by K. V.
Jegapnathan. It might be des-
cribed as a spiritual travelogue
telling the story of the Saint’s
journeyings on earth, pinpoint-
ing the crises and illuminations
and setting forth their locales.
His next venture was cn a
mundane and ultra-modern
theme— The Art of Broadcast-
fng (@dlugliyssia).  Ex-

‘e & S )

Sivapa-

ploiting his experience both in
Radio Ceylon and the B. B. C.
he analysed the technique of
securing maximum result from
the use of this then new com=
munication medium, A prac-
tical guide to all would-be
broadcasters, it contzing detail-

ed instructions- on staace, en<|
mnciation, voice control and

other needful topics. Rajaji
who wrote the foreword was
deeply impressed by the auoth-
or's competence and suggests
that the book could have been
more appropriately  called
‘Radio Instructor’ (CoruygpCGum
) It 4s worth
recording that this book earned
the Ceylon Sahitiya Manda-
lagya award for that year. 1
have an impression that the
Government of India also hon-
oured theauthor with an award.

In bis next veature In the
Footsteps of the Buddha he did
for the Buadha what he had
done earlier for Manikkavasa-
gar. At present, | amitold, he
15 engaged in a @imilar " effort
with the Chilap padikaram as
hiz'theme. :

Although not upzoguainted
with traditional lore and the
ways of Pundits, Sivapatha=
sundaram has fashioned a style
of his own appropriate to his
themes and attuded to the
needs and tastes of his con-
temporaries. Light, airy, free
from all manner of heaviness,
his writings, except for the
Radio Guide, partake of the
qualities ' of the European
genre known as Belles-Letires
without however bsing trivial
or merely amusing. They give
delight., DBt they do mMmores
They tell a tale which carries
a message and theumessage is
part of the delight.

A friendly and warm person=
ality, with a' wide range of
interesis embracing art, arch-
aeology, music, he must have,
during 'bhis Madras day, im-
proved on the friendships he
had made during his spells in
the Eelakesari and in Radio

Ceylon, and these friendships |

should have stood him in good
stead in his election (o the
Presidentship of the Society of
Authors, WNeither merit alone,
nor friendly feelings by them-
selves, could have brought
about this proud achievement.

It is not altogether unusual
for Jattna Tamils to carve out
positions of prestige and influ-
ence in South India. There is
an impressive array of names
of those who went there in
quest of a career and made
good in their chosen fields, but
not content with the success
achieved in their routine occu-
pations, won laurels in extra-
curricular ventures also. Aru-
muga Navalar was sui generis.
He sought neither fame nor
pelf. Fout centuries of
foreign rule had made Hin-
duism unfashionable and un-
remunerative and the Hindug
defeatist., Navzlar's apostolic
fervour and crusading camp-
aigns were needed to revitalise
Hinduism and to restore the
sel{-esteem of the Hindus.

There were others whose
mission was less exalted but
whose achievements are to this
day a source of pride to the
Jaffna man. Men like C. W.
‘Thamotharampillai, Sathava-
thanam N. Cathiravetpillai
Justices Chellappahpillai and
Masillamapipillai and James
Hensman and a host of others

Structural Changes in Cooperatives

“The need for -structural
rv{orm in the ' cooperative
o’:gmfsatiaﬁs of the Western
ind
more and more urgent.’’

These are the words of
Andreas Korp of the Austrian
Konsumverband * writing on
“Sgructural Reform in the
Cooperative System’ in the
January/March 1967 issue of
the Annals of Pablic and Co-
operative = Economy, = Mr.
Korp goes on to sayy “The

teason for this is not only the

unexpectedly rapid economic
g:. social changes, but also

e fact that private business
is in the process of reorgani-
sation. The cooperatives.are
no longer faced with competi-
tion, particularly in the food
and consumer goods trade,
from an amorphous mass of
small shop owners; what
would'formerly have seemed
scarcely, possible has, through
pressure of circumstances,
taken place amazingly quickly;
theé'grouping of hitherto inde-
pendent tradesmen into sO-
called voluntary chains with a
centrally controlled, unified
teading policy. At the same,
the largechain store and de=
partment store combines have
made couosiderable progress: as
a result of nationalised opérat-
ing policies. The struggle for
a share of the market is more
and more taking place between

commercial power blocs with

which the cooperative moves
ment cannot hope to compete
on equal terms naless it throws
its whole weight into 'the
balance.

“[n this situation it would
be disastrous for the cooper=
atives to relyr on their time-
honoured tradition, their good
name and the loyalty of their
members. With all its ethical
merits, the cooperative system
must constantly vindicate it~
self through its economic  effi-
ciencys

“The dynamic nature of the
economy means that time is
short. Structural reform in-
volves not only & massive
investment of brains and initi-
ative, but also of capital.
Waiting until sheer force of
necessity makes people listen
to reason, means that the best
1deas'will fail through lack of
funds,  Structural reform is
most likely to achieve its aim
when expansion can be given
a new direction.” ‘

In@' October 1964, it was
decided that the JCA Secretari-
at should prepare a back-
ground paper on  Structural
Changes in Cooperatives. This
paper, together with an intro-
duction by Mr. Korp, was
thoroughly discussed first ap
the Central Committee meet-
ing in Helsinki in Septsmber
1665 and, a year later, at the
23rd Congress of the ICA in
Vienna.

The Congress adopted un-
animously the following re-
solution :

“The 23rd Congress of the

International Cooperative Alli-
ance:

did for the Jaffna Tamilsinthe
last century what Sivapatha-
sundaram has donme in this.
Karampan, his village, (near
Kayts) Jaffpa, and all Ceylon
have cause to be proud of the
honour he has earced for him-
self and the people from whom
he sprang.
—S. H, P

ustrial count ies is becoming

Recommends that the co-
operative movement should
concentrate all of its forces to
ensure  maximum efficiency
under modern competitive
conditions, and at the same

time take care that :—

* 1. Within the framework of
the federal concept it should
be guaranteed that important
decisions of competent autho-
rities of a national organi-
sation are carried out effectiv-
ely by all goncerned in'such 2
manner that unity of action in
such strategic fields as" pur-
chasing, marketing,” " price
policy, production, struciural
development, investment poli-
cy and education is ensured.
This can be achieved by a sys-
tem of long-term agreements
between primary societies and
their regional and national
organisations or by institution-
el forms for a collaboration
which will secure a continuing
coordinated policy for the
whole movement, >

2.~ Where it is the intention
to. achieve . umity of action
through Yintegrating cooper-
atives, in different branches,
by suceessive stages, inlo
national 'cooperatives, steps
are taken 1@ ‘ensure retention
of the basi¢ principles of full
cooperative democracy.”

Congress alsosuggested that
the ICA Secretaries should
publish every six months a
summary review of major de-
velopments in the ficld of
structural ehanges in coopera-
tives. This suggestion was ap=
proved by the Executive Com-
mittee, and the intention is.to
incorporate these half-yeanly
réportsiin the September and
March issues'of the *‘Review
of Interpational Cooperation™.

Structural P lanaiag io
Cooperative Movements

In four movements—Great
Britain, France, Germany and
Sweden—there Have been ma-
jor developiienis in structural
planning during the period nun-
der review. And'in'a number
of others therg basbesn a con-
tinuing process Lof structural
changes within the framework
of plans'previously agreeda

In Great Britain,a JointRe=
organisation 'Committee set
up by the CWS and the retail
societies reported at the end
of 1965, and its report was
unanimously adopted in 1966.
In Secotland, the SCWS asked
its Board to review its man-
agendent structure, relations
with societies and its own
role ; the réport was presented
at the end of 1965 and subse-
quently approved by member
societies. In both movements,

key appointments have been

made, and the plans are now
being implemented.

In France, a structural plan-
ning commission of 12 mem-
bers started work in 1964. The
1966 Congress adopted the re~
sulting Plan and setup a struc-
tural commiitee to outline
specific measures for imple-
menting the Plan ; the propo-
sals of this committee, after
careful consideration at vari-
ous levels in FNCC, was ap-
proved in June at the 1967
Congress. They comprise two
texts : new statutes for FNCC
and internal regulations defin-
ing specific measures for struc-
tural change.

In Germany, the proposals
of a Reform Commission esta-
blished in January 1964 asa
result of discussions initiated

in 1964 were adopted in june
at the 1967 Congress.

In Sweden, a Structural
Commitiee set up by resolu-

tion of the I 64 Congress sub- .

mitted its report inWpril 1967.
This was discussed in a preli-
minary way at district| con-
gresses and subsequently in
June at the 1967 National
Congress. By April 1968,
boards and supervisory coun-
cils of local societies and dis-
trict organisations will submit
their opinions in writing to
KF ; meanwhile, in collabora-
tion with the Workers® Educa~
tional Association, there will
be intensive study activities
based on the proposals. The
final decision will be taken at
a special National Congress in

the autumn of 1968. 5

In the Netherlands, a reot-
ganisation plan adopted by
the 1958 Congress has largely
been implemented, but in Oc-
tober 1966 a Commigsion was
charged with the task of look-
ing at the overall organisation
of COOP Nederland and mak-
ing recommendations for im-
proved performance. In Aus-
tria, a special structural plan-
ning commission is working
out a five-year plan’ for the
Konsumverband.

In Finland, SOK is preparing
a comprehensive plan, based
on proposals by special plan-
ning groups in each society
for improving service, profita-
bility and competitiveness. In
Denmark, rapid progressis be=
ing made i  carrying out the
suggestions of the committee
appointed in 1963 for gradual
integration of societies into a
single national cooperative, In
Switzerland, a special Delegate
Assembly approved a revision
of VSK statutes in November
1964 and, as a result, a new
Consultative |"Management
Committee was created as of
Japuary Ist, 1965. 1o Norway,
in accordance with lines of di-
rection drawn up by the last
NKL Congress in 1963, sever-
al working committees have
been appointed for the  pur-
pose of a radical elucidation
of the Norwegian Consumers’
Cooperation, its aims it a mo-
dern society, ils position today
and prospects for the future.
A final report is to be present-
ed to the next NKL Congress
in 1968,

The Trends Towards
Cooperative Uity

Mr. Korp argues that “*Str-
uvectural improvement measures
...can only be fully effective
if members of a national asso-
ciation or coopetrative branch
are welded into a body with
real unity of action. Rationa=
lisation, concentration and co-~
ordination will remain half-
measures unless they bring
with them a lasting, unified
policy.

“A new way of thinking
must be brought about so that
a cooperative association is
seen not as a mere collection
of autonomous undertakings,
but as an organism whose
members have special duties
to perform, but which must
work together on a rational
basis, united by a common
purpose. Obviously, the most
important decisions cannot be
taken from the viewpoint of
an individual cooperative, but
ouly in the interests of the
movement as a whole”,

‘Mr. Korp then contrasts two
possible approaches to unity

(Continued on page 7)
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'Evolution of Cooperative Thought in India

India, the world's 'mggest
democracy; lives in her 5,50,
00G villages. Out of nearly
440 millions of her people, 5
out of every 6 live in rural
areas, About 70 per cent of
the total population, or 7 out
of every 10 persons are either
engaged in agriculturs or are
dependent onthose so engaged.
About half the National in-
come is derived from agricul-
ture, animal husbandry and
allied activities. More than
80 per cent of the rural popu-
lation are sustained by agri-
culture. Of the remaining 20
per cent, more than 2/5 find
their livelihood in rural induas-
tries. Even though agricul-
ture occupies such a vital
position in the economy of the
nation, the yield per acre is
low as compared to other
agricultural countries.
other hand, population is ino-
creasing rapidly by about 4.5
millions per year» The pri-
mary tasks before the country
are therefore, (a) to increase
production, employment and
income, (b) to check rapid
growth in population, (¢} to
attain a self-reliant and self-
generating economy within the
minimum possible time, (€) to
ensure a significant advance
towards the achievement of
socialism and of equal oppsr-
tunity for every citizen. Co-
operation is expected to play
a major role in the fulfilment
of these tasks.

Credit Cooperative

Cooperation in India was in-
troduced in the early years of
the twentieth centuryin the
wake of famines which had
resulted in economic hardship
and an alarming increase in
‘the indebtedness of the far-
mers to the money lenders.
Cooperative credit on easy
terms appeared to be the best
means of getting the farmers
out of the vicious circle of in-
debtedness and poverty. The
idea was to free the farmers
from the necessity of having
to borrow money on uUsurious
rates of interest from village
money lenders. The basic
problem of the farmers who
constitute the bulk of India’s
population since long has been
“the supply of adequate credit

to the agriculturist on terms
which he could afford and the.

quantities which he needed.”
The acuteness of this problem,

however, came to light in &

vigorous form in the last quart-
er of the 19th century when
Taccavi Acts) the Land Im-
provement Loan Act and the
Agriculturist Loan Act were
passed to facilitate advance of
short-term and long-term loans
to a.gnculturlsts for their farm
operations.

At the same time, the prin-
ciple of cooperation was being
advocated and practised in the
countries like Enpzland, Ger~
many and Italy. Schulze-de-
litzsch worked to bring to-
gether small artisans and
traders and in 1850 formed a
loan society. Raiffeisen, in
1862, founded a Cooperative

redit Society of poor peasants
with joint and unlimited liabi-
lity. In Italy, there came to
be established what was
known as Luzzati People’s
Bank with limited liability.
The experience of these insti-
tutions were brought home by
Sir Frederick Nicholson in his
report issued in 1895 and 1897.
The report laid down the
special features of the various
systems studied and how suc-

On the

cesafully with popular ssvmns,

. mutual help and credit had

grown out of the smallest be-
ginnings by 2 slow and pain-
ful 'development.
was therefore 1aid on organis-
ing village institutions based

i on the spirit of cooperation,
" thrift, celf and mutnal help in

ameliorating the conditions of
the tarmers, artisans and per-
sons of limited means. To
help this, the
Credit Societies Act, of 1904
as the first legislative measure
was passed, Thu¢ came to

India, the system of coopera-

tive credit in the modern form.

Wertical and Horizontal
Expansion

With the success achieved
by credit sosieties, the need
for organizing non-credit so-
cieties, was felt for a coordin-
ated development of isglated
cooperative credit societies in-
to' a coordinated programme
of cooperative movement, the
need was felt for establish-
ment of central or federal
bodiesya more scientific divi-
sion of the cooperative socie-
ties into rural apd urban so-
cieties and the introduction of
a revised cooperatwa legisla-
tion and als""{to facilitate *
future developmient in the
larger interest of ‘the agricul-
turists and heaftﬁx growth of
the cooperative movement,
The Cooperative Societies Act
of 1912 thus came into being.
Its enactment facilitated or-
ganisation of

Emphasis _

Cooperative

new types qf 1

vincial legiclations on coopera-
tion were thereafter passed
and the proviocial® government

through the Registrar of Co-

operative Societies tock more
direct control on the spread of
copperative societies in form
and 'dimensions. No doubt,
this asthbllshed strongicontrol
of officials on cooperatives, but
at the same time, it defined
the role of non-official pioneers
and bonorary organicers in
popularising the cooperative

doctrine and creating a favour-'
able atmosphere for the fore;
Signifi- »

mation of societies.
* captly, the cooperative move-
ment at this stage also contri-
buted in the growth of bapking
habit among the middle class-
es and the penple in develop-
ing and contiguous areas began
to appreciate tbe significance
of monetised economy in their
day-to-day transactions.

Hope of Rural India

.The policy towards cooper-
ative development has been a
subject of frequent review and
tevision since lits inception.

‘Mainly because of the' fact
that it touched the life of the
masses and its method and
technique of working has to be
" modified to suit the changing
‘pattern of socio-economic life
m'ihe vﬂlages Further-more,
y eration is one of those
subjects which are more sensi-
tive to the trend of economic
prosperity and depression. It
would be recalled, how the
economic depression of the

. courage

they could influence Gillag'e
life as a whole by undertaking
to satisly almost all the needs
of the villagers, supply of farm
implements, seed, household
reqmrements etcs, and assist-
ing in the marketing of pro-
duces. As a measure to en-
speedy organization
of multipurpose societies, the
Central: Banks were called
upon by the Reserve Bank to
increase their lendings to such
multipurpose societies. While
emphasis was increasingly on
‘the establishment of agricul-
tural cooperatives to suit the
requirements of rural areas,
the peeds of traders and urban
population were taken care of
by setting up Urban Coopera-
tive Banks. The organisation
of the ' banking institutions
like Central and Urban Coop-
erative Banks and State Co-
operative Banks demanded an
agency for coordinating thsir
policies and programmes for
which co-operativa banks as-
sociation at the state level and
All India Cooperative Banks
Assoeiation 2t the National
level were started.

The cocperative activity in
the country was thus dominat-
ed by the credit programme
prior to the outbreak of the
second world war. During the
war period ie. 1939 to 1945

there was considerable increase

in the prices of agricultural
commodities and the prices of
other consumer commodities
also rose very high. The
difficulties in the proper distri.

Member Secretary, Commiitee for

" Cooperative Training

.aec:atles for the salé of pro-

duce, insurance, mﬂk supply,
yarn, silk and manur: .purchasa
and the retail of i@ 1 imple-
ments and ¢ommon  necessar-
ies, and most cases they
seemed to be prospering. The
number of central institutions
also grew rapidly.

‘With increase'in the volume
of transactions and complicat-
ed financial ‘management of
federal societies, the examina-
‘tion of the financial connection
‘between the various coopera-
txve organisations, ‘the audit,
mspectlou and management oE
all classes of societies, utilisa-
tionof reserve funds and so on
became necessary, This work
was entru'ated to the Maclagan
Commttee in 1914, Among
the 1mportant recommenda-
tions of the Committee are the
setting up of =2 '‘pyramidical
structure of the cooperatives
from the primarpy society in
the baseand Union and Central
Banks at the regional and
district levels and the provin-
cial banks at the apex. It
also suggested restriction in
the area of operation of a pri-
mary society to a village.

State Subject

- Under the Mont Ford Re-
forms in 1919, Cooperation
became a provincial subject
and the direct responsibility of
the Central Government in re-
gard to the determination of
policy and conduct of adminis-
tration of the subject ceased,
With this development, the
attention of the people and the
elites of society was focussed
on cooperation which was an
important instrument of esta-
bhshmg contacts with the
people specially in the villages
and also of promotiog the in-
terest of agriculturists. Pro-

thirties had a devastating
effect on the working of the
cooperatives in this country.
Io fact it led to a serious con-
traction of cooperative credit
and shook the confidence of

agriculturists in their own so=

cieties, @ Nevertheless the
Royal Commission on Agri-
culture in 1927 stated; “If co-
operation fails, there will fail
the last hope of rural India.”

With a view to recover the
cooperative movement from
the shocks it suffered by the
depression, efforts to rebabili-
tate the movement were initi-
ated from 1930 onwards: Some
of the rebabilitation measures
taken included reorganization
and revitalization ot societies,
scaling down and writing off
the dues, provision of rehabili-
tation grants to Central Cor
operative Banks etc. While
efforts in this regard were in
progress, in 1935 two signifi-
cant developments took place
in the life of the nation ; First-
ly, the Reserve Bank of India
was established which subse-
quently took up the program-
me of providing concessional
finances to agriculturists for
production purposes and ce-
condlys the grant of provincial
autonomy under which popular
Ministries were formed in
various provinces and the
development programmes like
the cooperation received im-
petus.

Multipurpose Societies

The scope of activities and
the function of village credit
societies were, in the wake of
the emerging situation, found
inadequate to meet the re-
quirements of the farmers.
The primary credit societies
were therefore, converted into
multipurpose societies so that

bution of controlled and essen-

. tial commodities became acute.

The ueed for setting up of
consumer cooperatives insuch
circumstances was increasing=
ly felt. The consumers move-

‘ment was thas initiated. There

was also a sudden growth in
the organisation of milk sup-
plys cane growers, fruit and
vegetable growers, weavers
and other industrial coopera-
tives,

Placned Develonment

The most significant feature
of the period following the
second world war is the ap-
proach suggested by the Co-
operative Planning Committee
in 1946 for a planped devel-
opment of the cooperative bas-
ision a4 nation wide scale. For
the first time, it suggested
target for coverage of village
and rural population by the
cooperative movement in a
specified period and marketing
of agricultural produce by the
cooperatives. It also suzgest-
ed diversilying the activities
of primary village credit so-
cieties and strengthening of
the eboperatives at varicus
levels, By 1946, the country
realised that “Cooperation was
the sheet anchor of rural eco-
nomic democracy.” The po-
pular Ministries in ithe provin-
ces, consequently paid better
attention to the programme of
education training and propa-
ganda in cooperation.  This
facilitated intellizent partici~
pation by members in their
cooperatives and the manage-
ment of these societies by
trained office-bearers. The
trainiog of cooperative officials
was also re-oriented towards
the felt need of 2 new emerg-
ing society anxiously awaiting

the mclepende_uce of the coun-
try.

In the initial years after
independence, the guiding line
of cooperative development
was the report of the Coopers-
tive Planning Committee. The
administration with its various
programmes of assistance to
coopsrative societies in the
forms of loansg andsubsidies and
trained officials was helping in
increasing the business com:

petence of the cooperatives,
the non-official cooperative
opinion was also gaining

strength and able to influence
the movement as a whole. In
some states like Bombay and
Madras, there was a strong
non-official cooperative leader-
ship. The striking feature is
however found in the barmo-
nious worklng of official and
non-official workers in a demo-
cratic movement like coopera-
tion.. Cooperation was increas-
ingly adopted in. other sphergs
of activity such as grain banks
and grain golas, cooperative
farming, ete. It was also to
a limited extent adopted by
Sarvodaya and other social
workers as an iustrument of
social reforms,

Integrated Approach

Scon after independence, the
tole of cooperation was again

| 'emphasised in improving the

rural economy. The perfor-
mance of the cooperative how-
ever was found insignificant as
compared to the magnitude of
the problem in spite of its
working for abount half a cen=
tury. The RuralCredit Survey
came to the conclusion that

Cooperation has failed” but
that emphatlcally also sug-
gested that “Cooperation must
succeed” The reasons for the
failure of cooperation in India
according to the suorvey were
larzely socio-economic inchar-
acter and were related to cer-
tain fundamental weaknesses
which had developed in the
rutal structure In coopera-
tion, there was “a combination
of the weak at the bottom.”
Another characteristic of the
cooperative  programme as
faund by the Survey was

“over administration and under
financing.” It was also found
that the movement was man-
ned by inadequately trained
technical personnel. In a
democratic welfare state, the
state has, to assume a more
positive role in fortherance of
the cause of cooperation. The
state participation was there=
fore considered inevitable if
cooperation was to make head-
way. It spgoested an inte-
grated scheme of rural credit
which forms a basis of the
present credit poliéy in the
cooperative sector. The inte-
grated scheme of rural credit
is based on three fundamental
principles, viz (1) State part-
nership at different levels,
(2) full co~ordination between
credit and other economic ac-
tivities like marketing and pro-
cessing, and (3) administra-
tion through trained and effici-
ent personnel responsive to tha
needs of the rural population.
In  brief, this means State
partoership in (i) cooperative
credit, (ii) cooperative econg-
mic activity, especially pro-
cessing and marketing, (iii)
storage and warehousing and
(iv) comwercial banking.

The main line of work as
suggested by the Rural Eredit
Survey indicated (a2) financial
participation and strengthening

(Continued on page 6)
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The : Tamil Contribution to World Civilization

There is no doubt that the
culture of the Tamils belongs
to the great and immortal
treasares of the world’s civi-
lization. From my own ex-
perience, bowever, I can say
that, even those who claim to
have a wide outlook and deep
education, both Indians and
Europeans, are not aware of
this fact. And it is the task
of the Tamils themselves, and
of those sympathetic mlecchas
who tiy to interpret Tamil
cultare to acquaint the world’s
cultural public with the most
important contributions ol
Tamil culture to the world's
civilization. As far as literary
works are cooncerped, it is
necessary before allto maike
them accessihle to'a wide

We reproducethis article
by the well-known Czech
Tamil scholar and Secret
ary Geperal of the World
Tamil Cooference Dr.
Kamil Zv:lebil, which ap-
veared in /amil Culture
Vol. v No.4, Qctober 1956,
Tamil Culture is the official
organ of the Academy ol
Tamil Culture, published
from Loyola College,
Madias-34.

through the UNESCO as well
as through the work of indi-
vidual scholars and local insti-
{utions; this shculd also be
one of the main tasks of the
Academy of Tamil Culture.

oy DE. XK,

ZVELEBIL

public of readers by means of
artistic tiansiations into t‘he
woild’s zieat languages ; with
regard to works of art and
architecture, it is recessary
to make them a common trea~
suie ot the woild with tbe
belp of publications giving
detailed ana periect reproduc-
tions. 1his may be achizved

‘The Only Movement
That Can Help’

If there is any Movement
that can help in National
Developmeant, it is the Coup-
erative Mov: msnt, dcclare_d
Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam, Addi-
tional G vi. Agent, Jalfn_a.
The occasion was the unveil-
ing. of Mr. M, Mathibalasin-
gham’s porirait at the Coop-
erative Office, Main >treet,
Jaffna, on the eve of lnsﬁdc-
partuse to Vavuniyaas ACCD.

Mr, T.Shanmugarajah, HQI,
calling upon Mr Sabaratnam
to unveil the portrait, said that
all of them gathered there
were sad that Mr. Mathibala-
singham who had been a giide,
philosoplier and friend  was
leaving them.

Conglmuing his speech, Mr.
Sabaratpam paid a high tri-
bute to Mr. Mathibalasingham
asa “man of very high inte-
grity and lofty ideals, who had
dedicated his life 1o the Coop-
erative Movement’s Mr Ma-
thibalasingham had also been
of immense assistance to the
local authorities in the Food
Production campaigo. Mr. Sa-
baratnam conciuded by ex-
pressing the hope that Mr,
Mathibalasinghamwould come
back to Jaffinasoonina higher
capacity.

Mr. V. Balasunderam thanke-
ed Mr. Subaratnam for having
consented to unveil the pnoto-

graph.

The following works of art
and literature are among the
most remarkable contributions
of the Tamil creative genius
to the world’'s cultuial treasire
and should be f{amiliar tothe
whole world and admired and
beloved by all in the came
way as the poems of Homer,
the ‘drairas of Shakespeare,

To explain the above cap-
tion | shall begin with a sim-
ple syllogism, Mankind’s pro-
gress cepends on full coopera-
tion among men. We cannot
couperate Lully, uniess we are
truthful to one another. There-
fore, tor the progress of man-
kind, truth-speaking 1S essen-
tial. Truthfulness addsa sixth
¢ense to the five which men
are endowed with ‘aod unites
all mankind into one integrat-
ed unit.

The individual man's know-
ledge and emotions are derjved
from and shaped by the per-
ceptions transmitied by his five
senses.  lis eyes, his ears
and his other senses organs
connect him with the externsl
world. When human enlighten-
ment grew, and the individual
man fcund cooperation among
men a necessity for survival
and progress, a new element
entercd the scene—communi-
cation between man and man.
As mankind made full use of
muty.] commuuication, civili-
zation rapidly progressed. We
depend on and get the help of
not only our own five senses,
but other people's five senses ;
and what they perceive and
gather also become our own.

Mankind's Sixth Sense
This communicaticn, hows=

Jaffna

25, Front Street,

For Speedy Discharge and
Saje Delivery
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(1) e SIEVEDORES AGENTS
@ LANDING CONTRACTORS

@ FORWARDING AGENTS

District

JAFENA,

Telephone No, 590

"and wigorous,

the pictures of Rembrandt, the
cathedrals of France and the
sculptures of Gieece.

1. The ancient Tamil lyrical
poetry compiled in LGS

@smrews (The Eight Antholo-

gies); this poetry is so unique
full of such
vivid realism and written so
masterfully that it can be
compared probably only with
some of the pieces of ancient
Greek lyrical poetry ;

2. The Bmé@mer (Kural),
one of the great books of the
world, cne ol those singular
emanationsof the human heart
and spirit which preach pesi-
tive love and foigiveness and
peace;

3. The epical poem Sawdiy
Bsrgb  (Cilappathikaram),
which, by its tragic story of
human love, by its ‘barojue
splendonr” and by the charm
and magic of its lyrical parts
belongs to the epic master-
pieces of the world;

4. The school of Bbakti,
both Vaishoava and Saijva,
which is one of those most
siocere and passionate efforcs
of Man to grasp the Abso-

ever, adds up only if all com=
muanications are wholly relia-
ble. [ruth in all communi-
catigns, not only in Science
and T'echnology but in all mat-
ters is therefore potentially
mankind’s sixth sense. People
must spzak to  one another as
truthfully as one’s own senses
communicate their perceplions
to the individual. If truth-
fulness could be established
among mankind asa firm en-
dowment, we would gain
Heaven on earth. So it is that
great siress is laid in all the
siriptures on truthspeaking.
With this perfect 1tuthspesking
established as firmly as the
connection between our sens:s
and our perceptions, mankind
will become one integrated
entity.

Even if a large group of the

lute ; and its supreme literary
expression in the works of
o enfléseunsst, (Manikka-
vasagar) GTerFEUBST,
(Granasambandar) Bl bmer
sumi (Nanmalwar) and 2=
Lmeir (Andal);

5. Tne philosophical sys-
tem of Saiva Siddhanta, a
system which may be ranked
among the most perfect and
cleverest systems of human
thought ; :

6. The South Indian bron-
zes of the Chola period, those
splendid and amazing sculp-
tures belonging to the best
creations of bumanity;

7. The Dravidian Temple-
Architecture, of which the
chief representatives are per-
haps the temples of Tanjore
Chidambaram and Madurai.

These seven different forms
ol contributicn, without which
the world would be definitely
less rich and less happy,
should engage the immediate
attention of all who are in-
terested m Tamil culture; they
should all dedicate their time
and efforts to make known
fand well and intimately
known) to the whole of the
woild these heights of Tamil
creative genius.
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power,

The tongue is given to men
to help one another with the
truth as seen and not to mis-
lead one another, Writing was
invented to spread truth and
not.to retard. civilization by
untruth.

It is not possible to change
the whole world all at once.
Let ysibegin to small groups
and strugple a '‘ainst, a hostile
miliew. L€t us strugele and
proceed 1o grow frorm small to
big and from big to bigger.
This is the Manhuttan project
of life for mankind, ' All di-
plomatic and m litary advean-
tures will melt before iruth-
spcaking.  All political and
economic troubles of internal
governance will dissolve asa
result of this great advarcein
the ambit of human perception

by C. Rajagopalachari

buman species, if not the
whole of mankind, could bring
this about among themselvs,
overcoming &l difficulties and
templations, it would set the
process guing for the benefit
of all mankind. Hence Saiyam
eva jayate na anrtam: Truih
triumphs, not uatruth. “The
Kural, the Tamil scripture,
claimed by Hindus as well as
Jains, says thisin its own style
Poyyamai poyyamai  aatrin
aram pira had belter be left
alone being difficult to be done
hounestly. Aram pira is the way
of hife other than thet of the
householder, viz.,, the way of
Sanyas. If 1he house-holder
maintains truthfuloess without
any reservation or deception
—holds on to. truth truthfully

—then the difficult way of re-

nunciation of the world had
better be left alone, being full
of pitfalls. 1t is not an exag-
geration or a mere figure of
speech to say that if the speak-
ing of truth could prevail uai-
versally it would be a weapon
of civilizition and a weapon
of construction, more puwer-
ful than the woist destructive
weapons forged out of nuclear

by adding wuthful truthful-
ness, to use the Kural way of
sayingit, in all communica-
tions between one another, It
is this scientific culture, as
Herbert Spencer would call it,
that should spread 1n all fields
—the habit ot truth. Truth-
speaking is the great civilizer
and source of hope for all
gieat as well as small nations.

SWARAJYA is often des-
cribed as a polilical weekly.
What has all this about truth-
fuloess and truthful trathful-
ness got to do  with politics ?
Mucb—everything, Truthful-
ness is the bigger instrument
for progress,

In international affairs truth-
fulness is the only gateway to
trust; and mutual trust leads
to good will, and good will to
friendliness, When' friendli-
ness on the. basis of mutual
irust 'is established between
nations, the sense of propor-
tion is activated, which enables
problems to be solved. Speak-
ing the iruth is not merely in-
dividual morality but interna-
ti 'nal expedicocy of the high-
est value. It is as important
as aseptic conditions in the

rutfulness—lts Ple . volution

operation theatre and as effece
tive when practised.

It is not utopia. It is a
policy and a hope. If the
USA and USSR make up their
minds to develop truthfulness
and mutual trust and mutual
good will, what is there to
preveat them giving up the
senseless and wasteful race in
making and stocking anti-bu-
man- survival weapons 7 Whas
is there 1@ prevenithe disman-
uUing of the weapons which
r-ankind dises not want ? Luck-
ily in the Uss | there are no
private interests wanting the
continuance of this industry of
nuclear weapons. ihe case
may be different in the USA,
but the industries of the USA
know how to turn to other
work without being disturbed
by the closure of the atomie
mndustry. It w.uld notbea
mure difficult revolution than
the abolition of sluyery was to
the Southern States.

The alternative to hope is
despair, which rankind can
never accept. We must there-
fore work for what may seem
to be utopia but which is the
only way to avoid annihila-
tion, which confronts mankind
with a Satanic grin of satis-
faction. A nstion born out
of the moral glory of George
Washington cannot rejeck
truthfuiness as romantic or
utopian, and indeed should be
prepared to initiate the move-
ment by a unilateral step.

Let me wind up with one
small  necessary  posteript.
Truthfulness must conquer and
capture our spirit not only
through the intellict, but ,as
Matthew Arnold put it, thr-
ough our emotion, that is,
through Religion. May all
the saints and propbets of the
world bless us in this grand
effort — Jesus, Muhammad,
the Hebrew prophets, Gauta-
ma uddha, and all the Hindu
sages who have left us a whole
library of seriptures, including
the motto inscribed in india’s
Union crest, Satyam eva Ja-
yate. —Sarvodaya
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Conservation of our natural
Tesources is essential for our,
-survival as a npation. How
amany of us are aware of orsen«
#itive to the wastage or destruc=
tion ofthevital sources of water,
darge areas of fertile land, with
its precious top soil, and vast
-areas of forests and large num-
ber of wild life ? It is not yet
appareni to many people that
‘these 1esources are exhaustible
and some of them are irre-
placeable. Decisions on the
use of these resources are
more often made on the basis
of c¢c nomic feasibility, social
desirability, aesthelic value
and sometimes political expe-
dierce. Seldom are these de-
cisions made on the basis of
scientific knowledge. Public
illitercy is perhapsat its high-
est level with regard to know-
ledge about the awareness of
the urgent need for conserva-
tion. It may be to a great
-extent due to the lack of sci-
-entific backeround among the
general public, to understand
them as problems ; the powers
| that be cannot be absolved of
the blame either.

Feeling of Urgency

There is a general feeling of
urgency in the country to com-
bat the fuod shortage by in-
tensive methods of culiivation
and by exiending the area of
land brought under cultiva-
tion. In order to realize the
latter objective, there was a
greal rush for obtaining lands
by individuals, groups and
ev:n some firms. 1he govern-
ment on its part organized the

th

and weedicides should not be
used indisciiminately. They
must be used only after care-
fully considering their effect
on other living organisms.
Secondly when additional acre-
ages of land are brought under
cultivation, possibilities for
irrigation, transport, the suita-
bility of soil and climatic fac-
tors should be extensively stu-
died beforehand. In addition
effects of bringing these
lands under cultivation, on the
wild life, subterranean sources
of water must be carefully in-
vestigated. Thirdly it must be
seen to it that once land is
cleared for cultivation, it is not
abandoned.  Otherwise it
would only result in robbing
the top soil of its valuable
mineral salts by ‘leeching’.
Thus the soil bzcomes unsuit-
able for cultivation for several
years and the land cannot 1e-
turn easily to its former patural
slate again.
Guiding Principle

The guiding principle should
be that we must take into con-
sideration the essential uuily
of and relationship of all na-
tural resources. For instance,
soil conservation cannot be ef-
fectively practised, if those
who plan and implement it
are not zlive to/ its intricite
inter-relationship ' with water
conservation, flood control,
agricultural and the like. Si-
mlarly if flood control and
irrigation, .1e planned without
taking into account the ef-
fects on soil conservation, for-
est conservation, wild life

T. VELAYUTHAM, B.Sc,, Dip. Fd.

-

land army, arranged for easy
credit facilities, provided faci-
lities for irrigation, tramsport
.and other incentives.  All this
tesilted 10 clearing vast areas
of jungle land for culiivation,
Iyormal practice adopted was
to burd down the jungle and
glear \he stumps and cut down
the large trees, This method is
undcustedly cheaper and
quicker. Eut during this pro-
gess of buraing down, the
dense population ol the bzne-
ficil micro organisms ure like-
Iy to be killed by the intense
heat. The-e micro-flora and
micro f una are responsible
for contributing to the fertility
of the s¢il.  Further with the
prolective coveriny of vegela-
tion stripped off, the top soil
is exposad to dangsrs of ero-
sion and being swept away by
wind. To replaczthe nutrient
salts and tore-inhabit the soil
with these beneficial organisms
would be a tremendous if not
an i1mpossible task. History
would remind os that areas
that were once green forests
were subsequently transformed
into desert aress due to man’s
* thoughtless and unwise inter-
ference. All thisdoes not mean

that we should not attempt to:

produce more food. On the
contrary we should work to-
wards self-cufficiency in food.

It %ould be worthwhile to
consider here at leass three
important aspects regarding
food pioduction. Firstly we
must adopt methods of inten-
sive cultivation in the lands
already brought under cultiva-
tion. Wider use of fertilizers,
careful selection of disease re-
sistant and higher yielding va-
ricties, control of pests and
weeds and the like should step
up the yields. The pesticides

‘habitat and watershed man-

agement, our effurts would
result in unexpected, costly
and some time irreparable
losses.

Concurrently with agricul-
tural development, we are con-
ceotrating on the developmeat
of various industries. Indus-
trial development is as essen-
tial as agricultural develop-
ment for our couniry’s pro-
gress. We have to see to it
that the wastes from the indus-
tries are not pumped into our
lakes 2nd rivers. They will
affect fish, crops and wild life
iu the most unexpected ways.
Whenever possible these poilu-
tants should b: ‘*treated” so as
to prevent any possible danger
to our health, vegetation, fish
and wild hife.

We are investing vast sums
of money on developing tour-
ism- It is a very good source
of foreign exchange income.
But if we do not preserve our
wild life from indiscriminate
killing and -our palm fringed
sea coasts from sea erosion,
we may not have much left
behind to atiract the tourists.
For instance the wild el-phants
of Ceylon are facing the dang-
er of extinction. With the
stepping up of cultivation of
former jungle tracts, cultiva-
tors are faced with the pro-
blem of protectirg their lives
and crops from wild elephants.
They take the law into their
own hands and shoot at the
invading herd. A sepsible ar-
rangement would be to cap-
ture them and transfer to the
Yala and Wilpattu Szrctuaries,
It is heartening to learn that
theWild Life Department is ex-
ploring the possibilities of us-
ing the ‘sleep shot® or tranquil-
lizer shot techoique to capture

L CeS.

them. This would be a far
more easier and safer techni-
que than the primitive methods
of capture employed now,
Wild elephants are not an iso-
lated instance of a wild animal
species facing extinction | here
are many more species of wild
life which are at the mercy of
the hunters and ‘sportsmen’,
for their continued survival.

Limited Supply

Matter, energy and food are
in limited supply. Butthe de-

mand for them is increasing at

an unprecedented rate, due
10 the rising tide of p pula-
tion. In these circumstances,
this unchecked popuiation in-
crease is one of the greatest
problems facing mankind.
Therefore the problem of po-
pulation increase is inevitably
a problem facing conservation.
This isa new dimension of
the problem facing conserva-
tion and we cannot afford to
ignore it anymore.

The foregoing discussion
suggests that we should har-
ness the expert knowledge and
skills of not only Biological
and Physicul Scientists, but
also thar of the social scien-
tists. Not only policy makers
but also thre lay citizens should
be alive to and aware of the
problems associated with the
utilization of natural resour-
Natural resources should
mean all resources normally
classified under the domain
of life, matter and energy and
their inter-dependence and
inter-relationships must be re-
cognised.

Posterity is entitled to a

share of these natural resour-
ces. ‘We have inherited them
and we are enjoying and uti-
lizing them with little thought
that our future generations
will also have to make use of
the very same resources. Day
by day our natural resources
are dwindling and to conserve
them, not only the adulis but
also the ycungsters must be
made aware of these problems,
Today’s youth in our schools
will be tomorrow’s leaders and
citizens. Henczitis impere-
tive that they must at least be
acquainted with these pro-
blems. Fortunately there are
enough materials and facilitics
for the study of conservation
in the child’s immediate en-
vironment. Without overbur-
dening the schools with special
courses in conservation, ate
tempts can be made to inte-
grate conservation education
with the many other school
experi:nces. Direct observa-
tions of the natural resources
and their inter-relationships
can be made by pupils during
camping out of doors, field
trips, work experience pro-
grammes and shramadana pro-
jects. The schools can invite
Soil Conservation Officers, Ir-
rigation Engineers, Wildlife
Department Officials, Ag-icul-
tural Instructors and such oth-
er personnel dealing with na-
tural resources to address the
students on the proper and
judicious wuse of natural re-
sources and problems con-
nected with conservation. ‘Con-
cepts relevant to conservation
are met with in the teaching of
subjects like General Science,
Geography, Chemistry and
Physics and these must bz ef-
fectively nsed to make the pu-
pils aware of the problems and
to give insights into the meth-
ods and techniques of conser-
vation,

‘Department

Wanted — Coordipated
Planping

In Ceylon, if conservation
programmes were (o be success-
ful, it would require coordi-
nated planning and action by
the various government de-
partments, which function at
present as distinct entities.
For instance, the department
of Town Planning, Public
Works Department, Depart-
ment of Land Development,
of Agriculture
with its Soil Conservation Di-
vision, Forest Department,
Fisheries Corporation, Depart-
meot of Rural Development
and Small Industries, Depart-
ment of Indastries, Depart-
ment of Wild Life and Water
Resources Board will have to
cooperate in and coordinate
their programme of work coan-

onservation of Natural Resources in Ceylon: An Urgent Need

nected with conservation. A
central agency like the Minis-
try of Planning and Economie
Affairs can effectively coordi-
nate the activitics of the vari-
ous departments with regard
to conservation programmes,
in addition to its wusual fune-
tions,

Conservation of natural re-
sources should be of concerm
to all people, whether urbam
or rural. It ealls for the na-
tion's best efforts and to be
effectively practised needs the
understanding and intelligens
cooperation of each citizen,
Conservation has to be prac-
tised not only at national level
but also at international I=vel,
Therefore conservation of our
environment and the natural
resources in it’ would require
universal effort.

m
The Language Problem
in Puerto Rico

In 1948, Spanish was made
the medium of iastruction at
all levels of the public school
system in Puerto Rico. Dur-
ing the half century prior to
ihat time English had been
the predominant language of
tostruction.

The question of medium of
ipstruction had been quite
controversial and in fact was
an issue of conflict in Puerto
Rico, until 1948. In confor-
mity with the avowed  objec-
tive of having Puerto Rico
become a pcrmanent part of
U.S.A. Union, the way to
make the people ‘American’,

.was to make them fluent in

English. The Chavey Com-
mittce, appointed by the Unit-
ed Staies Senate in 19:8 to
study the question of language
situation 1n Puerto Rico, ar-
gued that, ‘flueocy in English
was to be accomplished sim-
ply by exposure to that langu.
age in school’,

has long been associated with
a popular demand for the use
of Spanish as the medium of
instruction. Spanish is now
the official language of the is-
land; it is also the medium
of instruction in public, here
meaning the Siate schools.
Yer, the amount of English
taught in the schools, conti~
nues to be an issue related to
nationalism ; this nationalistic
fecling isa reaction a:ainsg
continued pressire on the
schools by the Federal Gov-
ernment to increase the ama=
ouat ol English being taught,
This occasivned Congressman
Sieminski to say in 1956, in
one of the Congress meetings
‘that the Puerto Ricans used
the American money, but they
refuse to extend the courtesy
of learning English’,

There is even todayimmense
propaganda both officially and
uaofficially by U.S.A." that
Puerto Kicans  should feel

BY P. CHEAENDRASEGARAEM I

The views on study of lan-
guages in Puerto Rico, are
varied, Learning  English
would not change the attitude
of Puerto Ricans sufficiently
into American, it was suggest-
ed. What U S.A. wanted was
the internalization of the va-
lues and normsof U.S.A., and
this is not possible by mere
study of the language of U.S A.
The second view was that if
the principal objective of pro-
viding an adequate education
to everyone was to be accom-
plished, it could be done only
through Spanish, the mother
tongue of the people and not
through English. There was
another school ' of thought
which argued that if English
were used as the vehicle of
Americanization, and Puerto
Ricans were not to be consid-
ered full-fledged Americans
until they mastered that lan-
guage, it might take genera-
tions before statehood was
realized ; some coatendsd that
almost an equal mastery of
English comparable to that of
the average citizen of the Unit-
ed States, was an indispensa-
ble prerequisite for the admis-
sion of the Island as a State of
the Union.

Popular Demand
Nationalism in Puerto Rico,

proud of being citizzns of U.
S.A. ; intensification of the
teaching of English is an inte-
gral part of this campaiga,

Though the Federal Governe
ment wishes to see an accew
leration of English igstruction
in Puerto Rico, it seems that
it has resigned itself to|the
idea that E: glish could con-
tinus only to bea peripheral
language in the schools.

The Congress in 1959 de-
clared English to be a foreign
language in Puerto Rico, the
implication being that if Eng-
lish is recognised asa foreign
languag:, it would mean the
availbility of increased funds
for Eaglish instruction, under
the National Defence Edica=
tion Act. The action sugyests
that the Federal authorities
are commitied (o using Eng-
lish as a vehicle of America-
nization. At the same time it
is also an admission of i1he
fact that promotion of Ameri-
canization would have to be
done more discreely,

INationalist Reaciien

The reaction of Puerto Ric~
an Nitionaliststo federal pres-
sures is intense. They charge
that teaching English was not
teaching the language, but is

(Continued on page 7 )
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~ 'REALISATION HAS

DAWNED ON MANY'

Many have begun to realise
the importance of Credit So-
cieties cnee pgain, stated Mr.
M. Mathibalasingham ACCD
Jaffna East, at the one-day
Seminar of the Jaffna Town
Coop- Supervisory Union.

Recalling  the' time when
Multipurpose Cooperative So-
cieties were formed, Mr. Ma-
thibalasingham said that then
the question was asked whe-
ther Credit Societies Wwere
necessary. Some favoured the
closing down of Credit Socie-
ties but moere experienced co-
operators bad opposed this,
pointing out that Credit So-
cieties weuld come into their
own azain. The time had now
come for the revival of Credit
Societies. He stressed that
the fundamental principles of
Credit Societies were applic-
able to all other types of co-
operative Societies. Since col-
leclive responsibility was one
of the main characteristics of
credit societies, there was no
room for Government interfer-
ence. That was why Credit
Societies could function as
truly cooperative institutions.
Only if all cooperative insti-
tutions functioned on the bas-
is of Credit Societies, could
they really serve the people in
the cooperative way. Emp-
hasising the fact that the Co-
operative Movement was a
world-wide one, Mr. Mathiba-~
lasingham said that we could
not chop and change the fun-
damental principles as we
liked. He appealed to co-
operators to revive Credit So-
cieties as they were models of
cooperation.

‘Mr. S. Saravanamuttu who
presided explained the objects
of the Union and said that it
had been revived to meet new
challenges and solve new pro-
blems.

We talk airily of Coopera-
tion as a People's Movement,
as an independent Movement,
but, sadly enougbh, many co-
operative institutions are cap-
tives of Government schemes,
declared Mr. S. Candiah,
Honorary Secretary of the
NDCF. 'He emphasised that
only if we broke out of this
sitoation could the Coopera-
tive Movement become a truly
independent one, a genuine
People's Movement. He said
that the Northern Division
Cooperative Federation was
doing its best to revive Credit
Societies, He sunggested that
Supervisory Unions become
the centre of cooperative edu-
cation.

Mr. M. Ganpapathipillai
Treasurer NDCF, who spoke
on Membership, said that the
efficient functioning of a so-
ciety depended on its mem-
bers. He pointed ount that
through Credit Societies mem-
bers had gained a lot of bene-
fits. Unfortunately, with the
coming of multipurpose co-
operative societies, credit so-
cieties began to lapguish.
Since MPCSS gave bigzer
loans at lower rates of interest,
they hit Credit Societies like
a cyclone. Since today under
the new Agricultural Credit
Scheme the rate of interest
wae the same everywhere,
credit societiss were once
again coming into their own.

Mr. P. Kandiah who speke
on the Powers and Functions
of the Committee, said that
since Cooperative organisa-
tions were voluntary organisa-

tions, there was no room for
imposition from outside. He
pointed out that it was wrong
to think that there was no
connection between the Com-
mittee and the general mem-
bership { according to the by-
laws, the committee had to be
elected annually.

Mr. A. T. Aloysius explain-
ed the various Savings
Schemes. Tracing the spirit of
thrift inculcated by Credit
Societies since the beginning
of the Co-operative Movement
in Ceylon, Mr. Aloysius said
that thrift was an integral
part of cooperative develop-
ment. He stressed that every
member should help to build
up the finances of his Co-
operative Society by regular
savings. Today one of the
chief functions of MPCSS
was helping to promote thrift
in villages; this was essential
for national development.

Speaking on Liability, Mrs
P. Govindaswamy emphasis-
ed that it was obligatory on
the part of every member to
repay the loan he had taken.
He explained that liability
would be enforced ooly at the
time of liquidation of a saciety.
He also brought out the fact
that unlimited liability was
actually contributory liability
when it came to be enforced.
He also explained the safe-
guards against unlimited liabi-
lity, _

Mr. T. Shanmugarajah HOI
said that it was the bounden
duty of the Credit Unions to
maintain and uphold the tra-
ditions of the Cooperative
Movement. Every Credit
Union should prepare a pro-
gramme of rectification as well
as a programme of develop-
ment: rectification and devel-
opment wotk were the duties
of the Credit Unions. He
emphasised that it was essen-
tial to build up the finances of
Credit Societies so that they
could gradually become inde-
pendent of external aid. Before
long all coops could work in
coordination with the apex
financing organisation—th e
District Cooperative Bank,
He also warned them against
unhealthy competition and
rivalry.

In the lively discussion that
followed the conseénsus was
that the Committee could be
given the power to enrcl mem-
bers subject to ratification by
the General Meeting.

CLUBS FOR
YOUNG AGRICULTURAL
SPECIALISTS

Until recently, young specia-
lists working in agricultural
cooperative societies were iso-
lated in their activities, for
they lacked sufficient oppor-
tunity of meeting, regularly
exchanging experiences gained
in practical work, getting ac-
quainted with novelties intro-
duced in farming in other
parts of the country and ab-
road, taking partin excursions
and learning more about one
another by associating for
study as well as amusement.
All these problems will be
partly solved by the newly-
established clubs of young
agricultural specialists, which
started to be formed last
autumn in the South-Moravi-
an region. After the first suc-
cessful experiences, similar
clubs are now being esta-

Fyolution of Cooperafive Thought in India

(Continued from page 3)
of cooperative apex banks,
district central banks and gra-
dual ‘establichment at the
primary base of large-sized
primary agricultural credit so-
cieties, preferably on limited
liability bagis;  channeling
through this structure not only
agricultural credit but credit
needed by industrial societies,
handicrafts, agricultural lab-
our etc., and also strengthen-
ing of central and primary land
mortgage banks, (b) Reorga-

Union Seeks Exemption
From Business
Turnover Tax

The Jaffna District Coop-
erative Harbour Services Uni-
on is seeking exemption from
the Business Turnover Tax un-
der Section 120, sub section'3
(g) of the Finance Act No. 11
of 1963,

Though cooperative institu-
tions are exempt from paying
Income Tax, they are liable to
pay the Business Turnover Tax
which is levied from all insti-
tutions whose turnover is over
one lakh per annum. The B.T.
Tax came into operation in
January 1964, when the rate
was 3% ; from 1966, the B. T,
Tax has been increased to 1%.

The Harbour Services Union
has now been asked to pay
over Rs. 30,000/~ (inclusive of
penalty) as B. T, Tax, with re-
trospective effect from 1964:
the penalty rate is 1% per
month,

-The Union which has paid
apart of the B.T.Tax for
1964 under protest, is making
representations to the Govern-
ment asking that cooperative
institutions be exempted from
the Business Turnover Tax.

blished in all parts of Czecho-
slovakia, They already asso-
ciate several thousand young
people—technicians and uni-
versity graduates working in
agricultural enterprises, parti-
cularly in farming cooper-
atives.

For instance, in the district
of Hodonian [ South-Moravi-
an region there is a very suc-
cessful club of this kind. It
has about 60 members: 11
upiversity graduates and 49
technicians with secondary-
school education. Most of
the members occupy highly
important posts in their agri-
cultural cooperatives. The
club has already organized a
number of excursions to the
best agricultural *enterprises,
technical schools and research
institutes, as well as a group
visit to specialized agricultural
institutions in Hungary. Iis
most advanced members,
especially agronomists, live-
stock breeders, economists and
other specialists with univer-
sity education, solve various
thematic problems according
to the actual need locally aris-
ing. These problems include,
for example, barvesting of
sugar-beet divided into several
stages, feeding of calves with
various milk mixtures, esrly
weaning of piglets, synthetic
and semi-synthetic feeding of
cattle, specialization models
for farming cooperatives ete.
The first resuits zchieved so
far indicate that this is the
right way towards saving con-
siderable costs in agricultural
cooperatives.

— Czechoslovak Coop. News

nising the marketing and pro-
cessing structure ol coopera-
tives with the needed financi-
al, administrative and techni-
cal assistance from the State
and development of storage
and warehousing through State
partoership organisations at
the all-1ndia and state levels;
(c) Organisation of rural eco-
nomic activities such as farm-
ing, irrigation, transport, milk
supply, dairying, livestock
breeding, cottage industries
with financial, administrative
and technical assistance from
the State; (d) Establishment
of a State Bank of India
through amalgamation of the
Imperial Bank apd certain
State-associated banks, with
the Reserve Bank and Gov-
ernment of India partizipating
in its capital (¢) The setting
up of a Central committee for
Cooperative Training and
Education at All-India, Re-
gional and State levels and to
supervise the training systems,
thus making 2vailable the
perzonnel required both:for the
Government cooperative dep-
artments and bigger coopera-
tive institutions.

Instrument of Planning

Cooperatives are expected
to promote local leadership,
social values and community
copsciousness with their influ
ence extending far beyond the
economic activities themselves.
It is against this background
that the first Five-Year Plan
laid down: “As an instrument
of democratic planaing, of
combining initiative, mutuoal
benefit and social purpose, co-
operation must be an essential

feature of the programme for
the implementation of the
Five-Year Plan. As it is the
purpose of the plan to change
the economy of the country
from an individualistic to a
society regulated oo co-opera-
tive basis, its success should
be judged among other things
by the extent to which it s
implemented through coopera-
tive organizations.” "

It is significant to rmention
that under the First Plan;
there were individual schemes
relating to cogperation, but a
co-ordinated plan covering all
important aspects of coopera-
tion was lacking. Consequ—
ently, cooperation could not
make much -contribution to-
wards the fulfilment of the
broad objectives of the First
Plan. This was mainly due
to internal weaknesses of the
cooperative structure. 1t also
took quite sometime [or the
cooperatives to appreciate the
precise role assigoed to them
in the davalopmant of the eco-
nomy and gear up their acti~
vities accordingly.

(To be continued)

TRANSFERS

Mr. M. Mathibalasingham
ACCD Jaffna East has been
transferred to Vavuniya in the
same capacity.

Mr. V. Canagasabai ACCD
Vavuniya has succeeded Mr. -
Mathibalasingham as ACCD-
Jaffna East.

LTD.
1. QUALIFICATIONS:

(b)

(©

in a Bank.

WANTED

Applications are invited for the post of ACCOUNTANT
in the JAFFNA COOPERATIVE PROVINCIAL BANK

(a) Intermediate Examination of the Institute of Chart-
ered Accountants with five years executive experience
in accounting in a recognised Firm or Bank

OR
Passed the Final Examination of the Association of
Corporate Accountants with three years execative ex-
perience in accounting in a Bank

OR :
Passed the London A.IL.B. Examination—Part I & 11
—with three years executive experience in accounting

2. AGE :—Over 25 years,
3. SECURITY :—Cash Rs. 2,000/- ; Property Rs, 5,000/-
Rs. 700/~

Rs. 1,200/-

4, Salary Scale:

59, Main Street,
Jaffna.

6 x Rs. 30/-; 3x Rs.40/-; E.B. 5 x Rs. 40/-

| with allowances amounting to Rs. 200/- in all per mensem,

NOTE: Selected candidate should sign an agreement to
serve the Bank for a minimum p_criud of five years.

The Period of Probation wiH be two years,

Applications should reach the under-mentioned on or
before the 20th January, 1968.

Hony. Secretary,
J. C. P. Bank Ltd.

®

Services in Eravurpattu.

Eravarpattu M.P.C.S Union Ltd,,
Chenkaladi

We are :—Agents of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Lid.

»» s Ceylon Petrolenm Corporation,

., . Peopie’s Bank in Pawn Broking,
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government.

Wholesale and retail dealeis in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc,

Phone 28 Eravur.
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- Cell Discovery Opens New
Approach to Disease Conquest

U.S. researchers have found

out something new about the
living cell thagopensan entire~
ly new approach to the conqu-
est of a host of diseases, in-
cluding cancer.
. Two biochemists of Ros-
well Park Memorial Institute,
workiong on a different pro-
blem, discovered the outer
walls of cells carry RNA, the
chemical “computer tape” that
goides the destiny of the cell.
More importantly, they found
RNA may rub off on adjoin-
ing cells, changing them for
good or bad.

The finding is contrary fo a
central tenet  of biclogy that
says RNA is present only in
the npucleus deep inside the
cell. RNA is the ““messenger”’
molecule that translates into
action the genetic code as laid
dowa by DNA, the master life
molecule.

The American Cancer So-
ciety reported the discov-
ery by Dr. Leonard Weiss, Di-
rector of the Institute’s e«
partment of Experimetal Pa-
' thology, and an associate, Dr.

Eric Maynew. ! .

The scientists were investi-
gating the way cells attach
themselves to one another
when they discovered the new
finding. « They - found when
cells were nudged or teased
loose from their moorings on
glass, they left behind “foot-
prints”,’ An analysis of the
footprints showed they con-
tained RNA. They subsequ-
ently demonstrated in the test
tube that the RNA was biolo-
gically active, just as itisin
nature.

The scientists showed the
RNA is secreted beyond the
cell wall to glass surface ; they
did not show RNA is trans-
ferred among living (eells.
However, the evidence isg'that
this dees take place, they said.

The scientists ‘worked with
cells of mammals, not all the
cells had stores of RNA in
their membranes.

The Cancer Society, com-
menting on the significance of
the work, said: *One may
wonder whether cancer cells

" might be reformed into norm-
al cells by being forced to take
upnormal RNA and whethera
log of diseases due to imper-
fect cellular chemistry can be
eared or controlled by expos-
ing the sick cells to cells capa-
ble of transferring healthy
RNA",

The possibility of RNA
transfer among ' cells, the So-
ciety said, also raises these
basic question :

—Is this the process by
which embryonic cells develop,
specialize, and age in organ-
isms ? .

—Is this the way all cells
acquire the ability to recog-
nize one another (by identical

RNA) and to detect and manu-
facture antibodies against im-
posters like viruses, germs and
foreign tissues ? Y

Do parasite cells transmit

their membrane RINA to nor-

mal cells in initiating auto-
immune disease such as hap-
pens in leukemia ?

‘—Do cancer cells “infect®’

normal cells with malignant

characteristics by rubbing off
some of their malignant mem-
brane RNA on them ?

Modern biochemistry theory
holds the densely packed nu-
cleus containing DNA and
RNA coatrols the behaviour
and function of the cell. The
nucleus is thought of as a com-
puter that directs and regulates
the manufacture of specialized
proteins that form the bulk of
the cell and make it what it is,
be it a muscle cell, a liver cell
or what-have-you.

Modern cancer theory, in
turn, rests firmly on the DNA-
RNA concept. The theory
gays cancer is a disruption of
the heart of the cell in which
an invader (virus or. some
other agent) takes over the
normal DNA and starts the
process of producing offspring
cells with the game distorted
machinery, accumulation of
these cells forms malignant
growth of tumors.

‘The new work holds out the
possibility that RNA *“ruboff*?
from the walls of cells may be
afactor in the rise of cancer
and in the spread of cancer
through the body. Italso offers
hope that someday the artifi-
cial manufacture of ‘*normal”
RNA may be used asa vaccine
to cure cancer and even pre-

vent its onset.

—USIS News Bulletin
[ S B 5 ]

Donation for Flood

Relief Fund

The Columbuthurai Central
Coop Credit Society will don-
ate Rs. 100/- to the Flood
Relief Fund.

This was upanimously de-
cided on at the 33rd AGM of
the society, which was held
recently. Mr. T, K. Thyaga-
raja Iyer presided.

The statement of Accounts
shows that the Society’s Fixed
Deposits amount to Rs. 11,
379/56 cts. The Share Capi-
tal stands at Ks. 2420/-. .

The mesting fixed the MCL
for an individualat Re. 1000/-.

The following were elected
office-bearers: Messrs. T. K.
Thyagaraja lyer (President),
C. Rasanayagam K. Guruna-
thapillai (Vice-Presidents) K.
Raja Singham (Secretary) P.
Shanmuganathan (Asst. Sec-
retary)and T. Balasubrzamani-
am (Treasurer). Mr. T, Na-
darajah  was elected to the
committee. -

® gs.

EARN AN EASY
150/- PER MONTH

1 JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs, Pillow . Cases,
' Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

Available in lovely designs and enchanting colours at

Jaffna Co-operative Textile

o, Societies Union,
10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA,

Structural Changes

in Coops

(Continued from page 2)
of action, traditional “*federal-
ism’* versus “integration’’. Fe-
deralism, he says, “‘is based on
two main principles: (1) that
self-determination, autonomy
and full responsibility for the
primary cooperatives are the
cornerstones of the coopera-
tive system ; and (2) that any
delegation of powers to feder-
al organisations at a higher
level can only take place if it
is to the advantage of primary
coaperatives. Thus, in prin-
ciple, the ‘sovereignty’ of the
individual cooperatives re-
mains unshaken ; it has merely
been curtailed by certain ‘fed-
eral’ obligations enforced not
by actual sanctions, bus by the
loyalty of the cooperatives’.

Integration he defines as
“the process by which the pri-
mary cooperatives either whol-
ly or partly, butabsolutely and
irrevocably, relinquish ‘their
sovereign rights to higher as-
sociations at either regional or
national level. When this pro-
cess only extendsto individual
functions, e.g., purchasing,
warehousing,  pricing and
stocking policy, accounting, it
should be known as partial
integration. In this sense, the
primary cooperatives keep their
individual legal entity ; the ex-
ercise of the integrated func-
tions is, however, geared to the
national planning and subor-
dinated toa common policy.
It is of small importance in the
end whether such an integra-
tion process is carried out un-
der an agreement or simply
via facti™.

Mzr. Korp admits that his
distinction “compares the two
systems in terms of black and
white. En practice, the federal
system has long since ceased
to exist in its pure state, but
has been adapted by the intro-
duction of integration meas-
ures operating with varying
degrees of success’’,

It is quite clear, however,
that the structural trend in all
the movements discussed here
is'in the direction of “weld-
ing’” the constituent units
“into a body with real unity
of action™’.

In Sweden, the structural
committee “*worked on the as-
sumption that the movement
is to be regarded as an entity.
Although the activities of the
movement are divided into
various juridical units, all the
upits pursue the sanie aim—to
serve the consumers, They are
constituent paris of a whole’’.
Accordingly, the committee’s
report includes loecal, regional
and national activities and the
coordination of all these.

In Germany, the structural
changes were prompted prima-
rily by the absence of an apex
organ forcoordination between
the ZDK, the GEG and the re-
gional and primary societies ;
and it is anticipated that guide-
lines worked out by the new
Bund will provide broad
“framework” policies, the de-
tails of which can be formul-
ated at appropriate operation-
al levels.

In France, Mr. Kerinec has
stated that “the discussion on
reform will have been in vain
if they are not followed by an
action programme conceived
and applied in common. The
moment has come for all co-
operators — officials, leaders
and members—to unite their
forces in order to demonstrate
that Cooperation responds to
the problems of our age”.

(To be Continued)

The Lang‘liag(_e

roblem

in Puerto Rico

(Continued from page 5)
was depriving them of Puerto
Rican ' character and convert-
ing them into Americans.

The school language ques-
tion does not centre on public
schools today ; but it has come
to revolve around the private
schools which continue to
teach also through the English
medium. The secretary of
Public Instruction, Puerto Ri-
co, threatened to go so far as
to withdraw accreditation of
those private schools whick
continued using English as the
medium of instruction. This
threat contrasts sharply with
proposals made by the Con-
gress, off and on, that the pub-
lic schools adopt an educa-
tional programme similar to
that emploved by private
schools in so far as the latter
use English as the major me-
dium of instruction.

Medinoi of instruction poli-
cy in any country should be
based entirely on pedagogical
arguments, No country should
seek political solutions to edu-
cational questions of language,

Puerto Rico with its 23 mil-
lion people became a State of
U.S.A, in 1898, from Spain.
As from 1917 the people be-
came citizens of U.S.A. butits
status is that of a Common-
wealth in relation to U.S.A.
The Commonwealth arrange-
ment places English in a state
of limbo; it is suspect to those
who stress the distinetiveness
of Puerto Rican Culture and
view independence as the only
just condition. On the contrary
it is extolled by those who ad-
vocate assimilation with the
United States.

The political status of Puerto
Rico places its . educators in a
difficult position. Supporting
increased English instruction
leaves them open to national-
ist accusations that this would
help the policy of assiwilative
¢olonialism. Limiting English
i the schools draws charges
that Puerto Rican education
does not go farenough to pro-
mote Americanism,

Private Schools Suspect

The importance of private
schools in the total educational
system of Puerto Rico' cannot
be undzrestimated. Numerical-
wise, private schools consti-
tute about ten percent of the
secondary school students.
The nationalists fear that the
private schools have, and
would coniinue fo create ex-
tensive social and cultural gaps
in a traditionally homogeneous
society, There is greater Eng-
lish instruction in private
schools; they are selective in
terms of its students, selection
is correlated ‘more to econo-
mic level than to any intellec-
tual or educational criteria’.

The private schools impart
qualitatively better education.

The admonition against pri-
vate schools by the nationalists
is that by emphasizing English
as the teaching medium, the
citizens of tomorrow are get-
ting de-latinized and de-insul-
arized Puerto Ricans. In fact
it 1s very strongly suggested
that these children are losing
their cultural identity. Eng-
Jish being the medium of in~
struction is cultural loss for
them ; the English medium re-
presents a rejection of Puerto
Rican values,

It should be noted that qua-
lity of education in private
schools is better than that
given in public schools, not
because the medium of instruc-
tion is English and not Span-
ish. Pupils in private schools
come from homes where con-
ditions for learning are more
favourable than conditions
found in the homes of public
school age-mates, Studies have
also indicated that the econo-
mic level of children attending
private schools is appreciably
higher than the level of pupils
in the public schools. Parents
of private school children have
higher level of education ; also
the teaching equipment 'are
better and varied in these
schools,

From the beginning of Ame-
rican occupation in 1893, the
issue of how much English to
teach in the schools of Puerto
Rico hag plagued educators
and politicians alike, Theim-
position of an essentially for-
eign language has created very
difficult problems, Official po-
licy from the start of the occu-~
pation was that the language
of instruction should be Eng-
lish, It also became apparent
that, ‘it was not teaching Puer-~
to Rican school pupils Eng-
lish, but preventing them from
Jearning anythiong elgse’. The
problem remained unsolved
until the island was allowed to
appoint its own Sacretary of
Education, after 1948, since
which time instruction in all
public schools has been in
Spanish; English is tanght
daily for an hour for 'a total
of twelve years in all public
schools. But it must be con-
ceded that the increase in en-
rollments in private schools
has caused alarm among the
nationalists, and it is argued
that this is an insidious at-
tempt to convert Puerto Ric
ans into Americans. The in-
dictment  against  private
schools presumes that exten-
sive Engligh instruction is in-
compatible with cultural iden-
tity.

Puerto Rico believes that,
‘the basis of democracy is not
mechanics but  education’.
This is the axiom enunciated
by the first Puerto Rican Gov-
ernor Luis Munoy Marin and
this has brought in an educa-
tional awakening and thereby
development and a revolution,
The literacy rate of Puerto
Rico is 8570 and this has been
made possible through the
adult education programmes
and also by the cooperative
development association.

Tremendous Impact

A positive' programme de-
signed to create an ap-
preciation of cultural values
among the Puerto Ricans, has
had tremendous impact on the
people. The people are made
aware of their heritage,
their language heritage parti-
cularly. The positive accul-
turation that is taking place
in Puerto Rico today, is in
fact through the Public Schools
educational system.

The resentment is not against
teaching English as a subject,
but against its being 1he medi-
um of instruction. It is hoped
that Spanish, the mother-ton-
gue of the people, would be-
come the medium of instruc-
tion universaily. e



THE COOPERATOR

JANUARY 15, 1968

‘A New, Bold Venture; More Ships

The publication and sale of
Tamil classical works and other
ancient literary works is a new
and bold venture in the field of
cooperative activity, declared
Mr. 8. Sivagurunathan, M,A.
while inaugurating the Jaffna

Cooperative Tamil Books Pub-
lication and Sale Society Litd.

He went on to say that the
standard editions of Tamil
books, brought out by Aru-
muga Navalar, Thamotheram
Pillai and Saminatha lyer,
were being swamped by all
sorts of freely imported trash
that pretended to be ‘cheap
editions’. It was mainly to
stem this tide that the Jaffna
Coogerative Tamil Books Pub-
lication and Sale Society was
formed. This Society would
algo give the literati of Ceylon
standard editions of our an-

cient, medieval and modern
works which are not imported
into Ceylon owing to Exchange
and Import Control regula-
tions.  Mr. Sivagurunathan
ended by soliciting the coop-
eration of *all those who have
the desire to preserve and per-
petuate our cultural heritage’.

After a brief speech by Mr.Se
Augustine HQI Jaffoa West,
the by laws were read and
confirmed.

The following were elected
to the Executive Committee:
Messrs. S. Sivagurunathanp
(President), E. V. Ramanathan
(Vice-President), E Selladurai
(Secretary) and M. K, Sivapa-
thalingam (Treasurer). Messrs.
M. Sionappo, P. Shanmuga-
rajah, Sri K. Vaitheeswara Ku-
rukkal, S. Ramanathan and S.
Kumaraswamy are the Com-
mittee members.

‘PROFITS NECESSARY’

Profits are necessary for co-
operative institutions, though
some may think otherwise, ob=
served Mr. M, Mathibalasin=
gham ACCD, Jafina Eust,
speaking at the &b Annual
General Meeting of the 1hen-
maradchy East MPCS Union.
Stressing the need for profits,
he said that only then could
cooperative institutions be re-
ally independent and function
well. Besides, the profits would
swell the share cepital. Thus
in every way profits were bene-
ficial to coops. If a coopera-
tive institution was losing,
then it was an obvious sign
that something was wiong
somewhere along the line. Mr.
Mathibalasingham said he was
glad that the Thenmaradchy
Union’s net profit this time
was nearly Rs. 18,000/, He
suggested that ‘the Union ex-
pand its activities so that it
could serve the public even
better, in the future.

Mr. T. Subramaniam, Pre-
|

sident, said that the Union’s
profits were comparatively
bigger than those of other ins-
titutions. He added that a
part of the profits had been
spent on educational, cultural
and charitable purposes.

Mr. M. Ganapathipillai,
Treasurer NDCF said that only
if all the affiliated societies
functioned well would the
Union too operate efficiently
and vice versa. He stressed
that it was the Upion's duty
to help its affiliated sccieties
to develop. Mr. Ganapathi-
pillai also stresied the need
for a Savings Scheme: affili»
ated Societies should encour-
age the Savings habit among
their members. 1fthey cou'd
build up their Savings, the
Cooperative Movement would
turn out to be virile and inde-
pendent,

The following were elected
to the Con mitiee : Messrs. A,
T. Ponnukone, C. Arumugam
and ¥. Kanapathipillai,

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP./JPROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

FIXED DEPOSITS

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,
219 and 339 respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years apd over the rates are 43
and 43% respectively.
SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the rate of 3% is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily.

(2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
of interest payable will be 4% for the month in which there
is a minimum balance of Rs. £,000/- or over.

(3) For Cooperative Societies, from 1+11-1967, the rate of
interest payable will be 43%.,

SECURITY DEPDSITS

From 1-11-1957, the rate of interest payable on Secu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 33%.

PAWN BROKING

. Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches. The rate
of interest charged is 9% and Repayment by Instalments
is allowed,

Branches :
Jaffna—Paranthan—Chupnakam—Point Pedro
(Nelliady)—Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
—Vali East (Averangal).

Head Office : @
L 59, MAIN ETREET, JAFFNA.

This Time?

The signs are that more
ships will be diverted to Jaffna
this season.

Last year only 2 ships called
at Jaffna during this season.
This yvear already the 2nd ship
is being unlozded and a third
is expected shortly — the ‘Kan-
thos’ which will be diverted to
Jaffoa with 6,000 tons of flour.
This information has been
conveyed to the Government
Agent, Jaffna, by the Food
Commissioner.

The Jaffna season lasts till
April and the Harbour Servi-
ces Union expects more ships
to be diverted to Jaffna this
time.

Ceop Dairymen Press
for Price Increase

Cooperative Dairy Societies
in the North who supply milk
to hospirals, community cen-
tres etc. have requested the
Government to pay 10 cts.
more for every pint. They ars
also pressing the Governmeni
to formulate a Guaranteed
Price Scheme for milk.

The societies have pointed -

out that,following devaluation,
the prices of poouac and other
cattle-food have more than
doubled. Iherefore, they urge,
the Government should ade-
quately compensate them.

Inaugural Meeting

The inaugural meeting of
the St. Kaithar Fishing Coop-
erative Society was held at
Mareesanpathy recently.

Mr. 8. Stanislaus, President
Northern Province Fisher-
men’s Cooperative Societies
Union who spoke, stressed the
need for coopera'ive fishing
societies and explained how
they could help to beiter the
lot of the fishermen.

Mr. L. B Philip, Fisheries
Inspector dwelt at lengih on
the conditions necessary for
the success of a society and
explained how societies should
be organised and run.

The following were elected
office-bearers :  Messrs.  N.
Swampillai (Presidcnt), P. An-
thonipitlai (Vice- President), G.
Anthony (Secretary) and S,
Anthonipillai (Iteasurer).

‘True Cooperative Spirit
Necessary’

Unless every member is pos-
sessed by a truly cooperative
spirit, the Cooperative Move-
ment cannot flourish nor will
members get the benefits of
Cooperation, said Mr. M Ma=
thibalasingham ACCD, Jaffoa
East at a farewell party given
in his honour by the Northern
Ports Tally Clerks Coopera-
tive Scciety.

Mr. Mathibalasingham went
on to say that the progress of
the Movement meant the dev-
elopment cf the country ; the
one implied the other.

Mr. N. Thiruchelvam who
presided thanked Mr. Mathi-
balasinghsm for all the help
and guidance he had given the
society.

The Secretary, Mr. A Gu-
rasirgham, proposed the vote
of thanks.

JThe Local Scene |

Surveyed by RaJ

© MAN’S HANDIWORK

It is customary to blame
Nature whenever there are
floods. But now we 'have it
on authority that the recent
floods in Jaffna were man's
handiwork. Experts have stat-
ed that the blocking of the
drains and the silting up of
ponds were the fac'ors mainly
responsible for the never be-
fore-witnessed floods. Over
the years bailding has been
going on haphaz rdly leading
to diains being blocked and
the seepage area being reduc-
ed. To add to this, the autho-
rities never thought of dredg-
ing the ponds (in fact, in one
particular instance the autho-

rities partially filled up a pond);

so it is no wonder that certain
parts of Jaffna Fown went un-
der water. Instead of waiting
till the floods hit us again, the
authorities should im 1.ediately
get down to the business of
dredging the ponds, clearing
the existing drains and build-
ing more drains. Ualess this
is done immediately, it’ll only
have to rain a lLittle hard for
us to be inundated once again.

Incidentally certain places
yet possess a kind of war-
scarred appsarance, what with
siumps of fallen trees taking
up a good part of the road.
At Grand Bazaar, abutting the
Bus Stand, the Milk Booth
yet lies crushed under a giant
tree—a scene frezen, as it were,
for all eternity, like the figures
on the Greciap Vase, On
Main Street too, a certain
point is cluttered wi h stumps
which have not yet been clear-
ed. What are the authorities
up to? Triying to preserve
these as mementoes ?

SOMETHING OUT OF
HOLLYWOOD

The Model Market thatis
going to come up in stages, is
going to resemble one of those
colossal Hollywood produc-
tions. If, asis reported, the
Model Market—when com-
plete—is going to stretch from
the present fish market to
KKS Road, then it’s certainly

going to be an extravaganza
in stone. [Is there rcally any
need for such a gigantic mar-
ket ?

If this preject goes through
as planned, then it will mean
that there will bz absolutely

no room for the expansion of

ths Bus Stand which already
is congested enough. Secondly,
it will mean that a part of
Kasturiar road will disappear,
thus forcing vehicles to det wur
(making them touch the nose,
as it were, in a round-about
way, as the proverb says).

Why, one wonders, isthe
Market being planned on such
a grand scale? The answer
seems to bz that the only way
to accommodate (or shonld I
say appease ?) all the displac:d
stall-holders and traders is to
build a big enough market to
take in everyone. Ifthis rea-
soning sounds cock-eyed to
you and me, then it's high
time we learn that it is not

only elected councillors who-

are subject to—and - cin suc-
cumb to—undue pressure,

BICYCLE THIEVES

The Northern Province has
earned the dubious distinction
of having the largest number
of bicycle thieves in the island
—according to staistics. But
there’s one consolation—the
Northern Province can boast
of the lowest murder tally in
the whole island-—a mere 38
out of 720.

STAYED

As was expected, the higher
ranks of the teaching profes-
sion have shown once again
that they cannot be dislodged.
They have somehow managed
to get a reprieve —the transfers

, of Arts and Science praduates.

doing G E (AL) wok have
been deferred till May. What's
the bet that come May, the
transfers will bg stayed till the
end of the ysar and so on ad
infinitum ? [t’s only some gra-
duat=s (who were not doing
AL work) and Tamil trained
teachers who have had to go:
out unhonoured and unsung,

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD,,
KILINOCHCHI.

Phone : 8. T’gram :

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd , B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petrdleum Corporation.

@

JAFFNA M.P.C.S, UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,

Authorised distributors for
CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION
also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by tl:e
COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT
Address :
74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

Retail Shop at :
15/1, Power House Road, Jaffna.

Printed by Nicholas James at 5t. Josepn's Carbolic rress, Main
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Federation Ltd., Main Street, Jaffna.
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