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COMMENTARY

COOPERATIVE SUPER-MARKET
FOR JAFFNA

We welcome the decision to build a new mar-
ket at Grand Bazaar, Jaffna, the foundation stone of
which was laid by Prime Minister Dudley Senana-
yake on 5th December 1967. A well designed mar-
ket would add to the amenities of the City and lend
to it an aesthetic touch. The Grand Bazaar is not
merely the City’s but the region’s marketing centre ;
it is time that we had a market worthy of the Nor-
thern Capital,

We would, however; plead with the Minister of
Local Government and the Special Commissioners
‘to re-think the internal design of the proposed mar-
ket building. Any great structure should be designed
for the future; a civic centre should embody a
social philosophy that would further that future.
Behold the power of new ideas; they possess an
overwhelming advantage in the enterprises of
peace as well as in the adventure of war. Witness
the great soldiers of history who won their wars by
using a new weapon ofa new tactic. Likewise, the
petrol-driven engine made for a revolution in speed
this was further excelled when, releasing itself from the
horse-carriage body in which it was first fitted, the
motor car got its appropriate stream-lined body. We
plead that the Cooperative Super-Market is the shop-
ping idea of the second half of the Twentieth Century.

The modern shopper, pressed for time, demands
not only that all he needs for daily living be obtain-
able under one roof but that he should be able to
spot and collect what he needs with ease and speed
without so much as bending over a counter. This
.outlook plus the economies of large business led to
the giant private Department Stores of Western
Cities and places in Asia like Tokyo and Singapore.
The post-war world has witnessed the sweep of a
great consamer cooperative reorganisation leading
to the merger of smaller cooperatives in larger city
or regional societies, which run chain stores and, in
strategic areas, hnge super-markets or department
stores. Since her consumer reorganisation, Austria’s
62 societies run 1,600 shops and 40 super-markets.
Parallel stories may be told of Canada, France, Swe-
den, Poland and several other coantries. India too
has recently taken a policy decision to sponsor large
city societies and cooperatively run super-markets.
Kamadhenu in Madras has been the model for other
such super-markets in a number of southern cities.

The misfortune of Grand Bazaar has been that
in this civic centre the interest of middle men and
sellers, not all of whom possessed commensurate re-
sources, has predominated. The ugly structures
and the unsightly way of displaying articles for sale
should have been regarded. as an affront to the pre-
mier Northern market. But, alas, in the City mar-
kets as elsewhere, our obligations to the City have
counted for less than somebody’s obligations to
somebody. Now that in this part of Ceylon we have
a relatively well-organised body of consumers, re-
presenting almost the entire population, it is time
that they come into their own instead of the disor-
derly crowd of profit-seeking traders, large and small.

Such a policy decision will have implications
for the internal design of the new building. The
idea of providing a large number of little rooms to
accommodate the vested interests of a large and
recently swollen army of stall-holders should there-
fore be replaced by modern hall-like structures
more in harmony with consumer interests. The
amenities should include a cafeteria, a sub-post
office with a telephone booth and other facilities.

1f the City of Jaffna leads with the country’s first
Cooperative Super-Market, it may well be a contri-

_bution to a new social philosophy for the nation.

A Secure Place in the
Great Galaxy

Towards the end of 1964,
Mr. T. K. Rajasekaran and Mr,
M. Mathibalasingham saw me
and invited me to join the
Editorial Board that the ND
CF was setting up to run The
Cooperator. Mathibalasingham
assured me of his full coop-
eration in my task. Since it
fell to my lot to write most of
the editorial commentaries, I
realised that there was an ob-
ligation to ensure that what
was written not only reflected
the thinking of the movement

‘in the North but was sound

from the point of view of Co-
operation. Apart from writing
occasionally for the paper,
Mathibalasingham made him-
self readily available to me for
discussing any issues. I cir-
culated proof copies of my
commentaries on controversial
issues among members of the
Editorial Board ; 1 particularly
made sure that Mathibalasio-
gham did not disapprove of
anything that was written in
those articles. For, I came to
regard him as my Cooperative
conscience ! My tribute to him
is therefore no ante.dated
cheqgue!!

I valued Mathibalasingham’s
judgement not only because he
was well-informed both in the
theory and practice of Coop-
eration, but because he was
free from the prejudices and
partialities that distort the
judgement of most people, It
was the mature judgement of
a man from whom I have never
heard a harsh word about an-
other either in a warm confer-
ence discussion or in a private
conversation. His wholesome
attitude may be gathered from
the way he took his transfer
from Jaffna to Vavuniya. *I
have had a full term in Jaffna,
I have no reason to grouse”,
he told me last December.

The progress of the Move-
ment in Ceylon owes so much
to officers of the Cooperative
Department, Ceylonese and
Englishmen, who can well be
described as Missionaries of
Cooperation. Mr, Mathibala-
singham was one of the few
such yet functioning in the
Department. I mefhim lasta
few weeks back when he came
to attend the wedding of a non-
official cooperator’s daughter
in St, Mary’s Cathedral. As
we came out of the Cathedral,
1 checked up with him the
facis about some cooperative
activity.

North Ceylon is today the
nearest to being a Cooperative
Region in the country; here
it is something of a movement,
has almost become a iway of
life. We owe this advance to
the dedicated labours of a
number of men, official and
non-official. M. Mathibala»
singham takes his secure place
in this great galaxy of North-
ern Cooperators.

K. NESIAH

Chairman, Editorial Board,

The Cooperaior,

M. Mathibalasingham,
B.Sc, (Econ.) Lond,
Sometime Lecturer, School of
Cooperation, Polgolla
Asst. Commissioner
Cooperative Development
b, 25-4.1913

d. 8-2-1968

A RUDE SHOCK

The sudden and untimely
death of Mr. M. Mathibala-
singham, Assistant Commis-
sioner of Cooperative Devel-
opment, came as a rude shock
not only to his friends and col-
leagues but also to thousands
of cooperators to whom he
was a symbol of honesty, inte-
grity and devotion to duty.

I'had the privilege of know-

ing him intimately for about

23 years and the more I came
to know him, the more [ came
to respect him. He was a
self-made man who graduated
while in the Clerical Service
and joined the Cooperative
Department as an Inspéctor.
He was posted to Kalmunai
and it was there that I had the
opportunity of comingto khow
him and cultivating his friend-
ship. What struck me parti-
cularly about him was that he
was one of the few who really
practised what he preached.
His guiding principle in Jife
was the Gita’s exhortation to
perform one’s duty without
worrying about its fruits. Co-
operation was ‘a religion, a

dharma, to him. He didn’tstop
with merely propagating the
theory of Cooperation but also
put it into practice. That was
why cooperators looked up to
him as a goide.

As a Lecturer at the School
of Cooperation, Polgolla, he
more than proved his mettle.
He was hichly respected by his
colleagues and loved by his
students. And this love and
respect proved lasting, because
once you came to know the
man you couldn’t help res-
pecting him,

Though his duties were oner-
ous, he was not unmindful of
his family. He was a very af-
fectionate and dutiful husband
and father, and his death isa
grievous loss to his family.

All of us associated with the
Northern Division Coopera-
tive Federation and the Jafina
Cooperative Provincial Bank
are particularly indebted to
him for his sound, common-
sensical advice which helped
us to overcome many a diffi-
culty.

We had hoped that after his
retirement, his rich experience
and services would be available
to the Cooperative Movement
but God has decreed other-
wise. His death has left a
void which cannot be easily
filled. But the good that he
has done, far from being in-
terred with his bones, will
continue to live and inspire us,
May his soul attain mukti.

R. RATARATNAM,
President, NDCF.

DIED AS HE
LIVED

Mr. Murugesu Mathibala-
singham died as he lived, a
life of dedicated sefvice and
sacrifice. He was every inch
a self-made man. He pos-
sessed that grit and tenacity
of purpose to climb the ladder
of life steadily. He had no
idle moment in his life or an
idle corner in his brain.

While in Clerical Service he
utilised his leisure to gnalify

( Continued on page 7)

Dear Mrs. Mathibalasingham,

ed about this.

example to everyone.

sympathies on your loss.

Academy of Administrative Studies,

I learnt with a sense of shock, from Mr. Ponnuthurai,
the news of your husband’s sudden death,

During the time that I was in the Cooperative Depart-
ment, | considered it a privilege to have worked with M.
Mathibalasingham. His sense of dedication to work is an

My wife and [ send you and the children our deepest

General Treasury,

Colombo—3,
9th February, 1968.

I am very griev-

Yours sincerely,
H. 8. WANASINGHB,




THE COOPERATOR

- FEBRUARY - 15; 1968

L

A Browser’s Diary

Oriental Corruption

Some years ago a Harvard
academic said “‘Henry Luce
publishes two magazines—one
for those who can't think
(Time), the other for those
who cem’t read (Life).” In
August last Time publl_shed an
article with the caption “Is
corruption ipevitable in the
East” in which by the use of
selective illustrations, it came
to ihe conclusion that cor-
ruption is more or less part of
an oriental’s way of life. The
January mumber of the Read-
er's Digest is hawking this
thesis, probably having water-
ed down the Time story to
meet the intellectual standard
of its patrons, who run into
millions and are found in
many countries. Mass literacy
has provided the market for
such publications. People who
have learned to read not only
want to read, but also want to
seem knowledgeable i.e. to
have read widely and to hold
informed opinions on matters
that ordinanly crop up at
casual  gatherings, railway
trains and in the small talk of
social life.

The Reader’s Digest serves
its. readership admirably by
furnishing predigested infor-
mation, thatavoids awkward
doubts and qualifications and
with an air of infallible omni-
science gives its readers con-
fidence in their ability to go
through life as .solid citizens
whose opinions are worth
listening to.

The writer of the article sees
no immediate prospect of ori-
entals adopting the virtuous
code of the Occident, although
may be, after years of disci-
pline and reform they may
abandon their evil ways.

Instances are given from most
eastern countries; India,China,
Indo-China, Indonesia, Thai-
land all come into the picture.
Probably the stricturesare truc.
Corruption there is in all the
Jands mentioned. But to gloss
over the corruption in America
and act as though Time and
Reader’'s Digest spoke for a
land where corruption is only
minimal, seems both incredi-
bly infantile and irresponsible.

It was not many months ago
that the civilissd—and uncivi-
lised—world had a peep 1nto
the shady doings of the C.LA.
(Central Intelligence Agency).
Tts operations were global. The
other day I looked into a book
(the C.1.A. story) whose author
claims to have been assisted
by the top brass of the C.LA.
itself in the compilation of the
book. The most spectacuiar
performance chronicled is the
story of Mossadegh’s over-
throw in Iran; without scruple,
without restraint, without any
effort. at concealment, the
brute suength of American
cash was used to overthrow a
naticnal leader who was per-
sona non grata to American,
and probably British, oil
interests, :

An expert technician infthe
arts of corruption arrived in
Teheran armed with American
gold ard bills and distributed
them vith abandon to make
friends and influence people.
Within days Mossadegh was
finished. 1tis open to Time
and Reader’s Digest to retort
that this was the only language
that would be understood in
Asian countries. But the C.LA.
corrupled Russians, Germans

and even Americans. The
National Association of Stu-
dents presumably containing
the cream of America's young
intelligentsia was secretly bri-
bed so that its leadership
might when required toe the
G Iy A e

The Congress of Cultural
Freedom with & prestigious
liberal-democratic facade was
exposed as a front organisation
of the C.I. A. and two editors
of Encounter, Stephen Spender
and Frapk Kermode resigned
their jobs when they discover-
ed that the magazine was spon-
sored and subsidised by the
C. 1. A, and that both of them
had been kept in ignorance of
this connexion. Corruption in
America has troubled Ameri-
can moralists for a long time
and the C. I. A. is neither the
originator of corruption in
America nor its soie custodian.

Here is one tit bit out of
many found in a university
text in American history. A
young lawyer named Hughes
investigated Insurance Com-
panies in New York State and
came up with the following
revelation. Directors and of-
ficers of some of the largest
companies voted themselves
large salaries, appointed mem-
bers of their familites to
lucrative posts and bought
securities from companies in
which they had interests, paid
a U. S. Senator $ 20,000 a year
for “legal services’ and spent
hundreds of thousands of
dollars to ‘influence’ state
legislators. This was over fifty
years ago. Ironically enough
a recent issue of Time (Jan,
19) carries a story of corrup-
tion in Los Angeles where a
$ 12 million construction
contract for the building of a
world trade centre was given
to one Keith Smith without
competitive bidding: there
were rumours of corruption
and the matter was referred to
a grand jury. The jury has
charged Smith on four counts
of perjury and five of bribery.
In 1962 Smith was chosen
Methodist Layman of the year
for Southern California—
Arizona and is a member of
the City Commission on
Human Relations. He is ac-
cused of bribing 4 Commis-
sioners through complex finan-
cial transactions.

The point I' am frying to
make is not that America is a
hot-bed of corruption, rather
that corruption is part of
unregenerate man’s way of
life and that no country can
point a fir.ger of scorn at an-
other. Sir Robert Walpole
governed England through
corruption, His political max-
im was “Every man has his
price”. The ‘Marconi Scandal’
which invelved Lioyd George
and Rufus Isaacs (later Lord
Reading) was not allowed to
ruin the political life of Liberal-
ism’s two rising hopes because
the Liberals had a majority in

the Commons and the Com-

mittee that investigated the
charges was packed with
Liberal M. P.’s who saw no-
thing reprehepsible in the
conduct of their colleagues.
The gist of the charge was
that Isaacs and Lloyd
George being members of
a government which had deal-
ings with the English Marconi
company, had made use of
the political influence and
knowledge gained in minis-
(Continued on page 7)

Structural Changes in Cooperatives

( Continued from our last issue)
Centralised Planping

Even more significant, there
is emerging a clear pattern of
development in the direction
of centralised planning and
determination of the shop net-
work. In Denmark, for exam-
ple, the obligations assumed
by societies adhering to the
voluntary chains include con-
sultation with the FDB con-
cerning changes in existing
shops, investment in new
shops and related questions
concerning selling, stocks, ac-
counting and cost control. In
France, the planning of coop-
erative development has for
the first time been incorporat-
ed in the statutes and internal
regulations of the movement ;
thus, Article 4 of the Statutes
stipulates that one of the tasks
of FNCC is to ensure the plan-
ning of cooperative expansion
in all fields, and Article 14
gives the Executive Committee
the task of ensuring ‘‘the im-
plementation of development
plans by specialised mnational
organisations and Cooperative
societies’”, while Article § of
the intérnational regulations
stipulates that societies “ought
to submit annual development
plans tc the ENCC”. More-
over, a new regulation permits
regional societies to install a
supermarket 'in areas where
the Jocal society is, not ina
position to meet the need, and
Article 8 authorises the Cen-
tral Counncil of FNCC to ins-
tall supermarkets in develop-
ing areas of regional societies
with the agreement of the lat-
ter when they are not in a po-
sition todo so. In - Switzer-
land, there isa VSK depart-
ment for the planning of the
shop network, 'and also plao-
ning commissions in each re-
gional warehouse district ; the
VSK offers advisory services
on architecture and shop struc-
ture and on standard commo-
dity ranges; and in cases
where the VSK participates in
the financing of new shops, it
is authorised to prescribe space
allocation, assortment, staff
supervision and management.
In Israel, a special central or-
gan has been established to
handle, in consuliation with
local societies, the planning
development, equipment and
management of the supermar-
ket chain.

Thus, concentration has
been a paramount feature of
the structural trend in coop-
eratives over the last few years.
Equally striking, however, has
been the development in the
direction of greater centralisa-
tion of entrepreneurial func-
tions—including  purchasing,
assortment policy, warehous-
ing, sales promotion, advisory
services (accounting informa-
tion, managerial advice, etc.),
financing and personnel policy.

Centralised Purchasing

Scattered information re-
veals a growing tendency of
European consumer coopera-
tives to purchase from and
through their wholesale orga-
nisations, The situation as of
1965 wasindicated in the CWS
study referred to earlier. In
that year the relationship of
such purchases to total pur-
chases were as follows :

Per cent of
Whole- Supply from

Country sale Wholesale

Finland SOK 90,5

Switzerland VSK 90
OTK 83.7

Finland

Sweden KF 80 -
Denmark FDB 67
France SGCC: 67
G. Britain CWS 60
Germany GEG 56.6
Austria GOC 48.9
Norway NKL 377
Italy AICC 26

1n Denmark, societies which
join the voluntary chain agree
to accept the advice of FDB
regarding the ordering, receipt
and payment for goods, and
FDB undertakes in return to
provide the society with an as-
sortment of goods which will
cover the normal requirements
of members and to pay a year-
ly bonus of % per cent on the
society’s purchases from the
warehouse, In Switzerland,
VSK enforces a strict system
of contractual relationships by
which the retail societies are
required as a . condition of
membership to buy exclusive-
ly from the cooperative whole-
sale, but with the proviso that
the wholesale must supply
quality and terms equivalent
to those of competitors. There
are two national purchasing
centres for food and non-food
respectively, and purchasing
operations are centralised thr-
ough the regional warehouses.

In Sweden, consideration is
being given to achievement of
an even higher degree of cen-
tral KF control over purchas-
ing. In Great Britain, the pro-
posed scheme of contractual
relations obligating societies
to buy through the CVS is
still being worked out. Mean-
while, the SCWS has obtained
endorsement in principle of its
system of contractual obliga-
tions and societies are joining
the system in increasing num-
bers. In Norway, the system
of “planned purchases has
steadily increased the NKL
share in societies® total pur-
chases from 305 per cent
in 1960 to 38.5 per cent in
1966, For the time being, the
system is limited to staple arti-
cles of consumption; in the
pear future, however, more
non-food  articles will be in-
cluded. In France, an experi-
ment with total centralisation
of purchase of biscuits was put
into effect at the beginning of
1966 by SGCC, in collabora-
tion with ten societies, and the
results were so good that the
experiment is' to be extended
to more societies and more
products. In Italy, the AGCI
reports that attempts are being
made to persuade societies to
buy exclusively from the na-
tional wholesale, but without
much success to date.

Centralised Assortment Policy

In Switzerland, there is a
marked trend towards regional
centralisation and standardisa-
tion of assortments and reduc-
tion in the number of items.
In Israel, the central authori-
ties are exercising increasing
influence over assortment, and
a central body for supermar-
kets has recently been set up ;
non-foods are assuming grow-
ing importance in assortments.
In Norway, committees com-
posed of NKL specialists and
repregentatives of  societies
have for some time been work-
ing out standard assortments
for various types of shops. In
Germany, an assortment com-
mittee composed of two repre-
sentatives each from ZdK and
GEG and five from societies is
working on a standard nation-
al assortment plus supplemen-
tary assortments for larger su-
permakets and for regional

variations. In Great Britains
CWS plans for developing a
centralised policy on assorte
ment are still under considera-
tion, but the SCWS is prepar-
ing a common merchandise
list as a prelude to extending
its purchasing services to retail
societies. In Sweden, the
structural committee has pro-
posed that all assortment acti-
vities should be the province
of the KF and that the present
Assortment Councils, consist-
ing of representatives of KF
and local societies should
be further developed. In Den-
mark, societies which join the
voluntary chains agree to ac-
cept the advice of FDB on as-
sortment.

Regional Warehousing
Regional warehousing sys-
tems are already well-develop-
ed in Sweden, Switzerland,
Denmark, the Netherlands and
the United States, and com-
prehensive systems are be-
ing planaed for the United
Kingdom and Finland (SOK).
In Germany, a special commit-

tee is also thinking about the '

problem ; is is working on the!
assumplion that there is a close
relationship between regionai
warehouses and theamalgama-
tions of societics which are a
prerequisite to suczh a system,

In Sweden, the Structural
Committee concluded that the
areas of regional warghouses
would not necessarily coincide
with those of the large region-
al societies aimed at ; it there-
fore recommended that the re-
gional warehouses should, as
hitherto, be administered by
KF in close collaboration with
local societies, with the region-
al warehouse boards consisting
of managers of local societies
serving ascoordinating bodies.
It is expected that there will
be about 15 regional ware-
houses by the middle of the
1970%.

In Switzerland, VSK. has
opened five new regional ware-
houses, thus completing 23 of
the 24 warehouses planped for
in 1934 ; these are jointly own~
ed by VSK and the societies
in the regions ; 18 have baker-
ies and 16 have facilities for
fresh food products and meat
processing ; one-half provide
for storage and transport of
liquid fuels.

In Denmark, the FDB net-
work of seven mnewly-built

warehouses has made possible .

a 100 per cent increase in the
volume of deliveriessince 1958
with a decline of personnel
from 1421 to 1,089. The next
phases of the plans for ratio-
palisation of distribution will
be to transfer slow-moving
goods to a special warghouse
covering the whole country,
introduction of advanced me-
thods of mechanised handling
and transport, transport to
shops by night, and use of
electronic data processing for
ordering, invoice and distri-
bution procsdures.

In the Netherlands, where
there were already three re-
gional warehouses, COOP Ne-
derland is opening a large dis-
trict centre in Utrecht ; it will
be a combination warehouse
and administrative centre to
which will be transferred some
of the administrative functions
now based in Rotterdam,

Centralised Sales Promotion

A number of movements
have reported developments
aimed at emphasising the “co-

(Continued on page 6)
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PIGLEMY AND THE TAMIL IANGUAGE g7 .

Text of a paper read at
the Second International
Conference—Seminar onTa-
mil Studies, Madras 1968.

I think thpse interested in
the history of the Tamils and
their langnage will be iaterest-
ed to know scmething of the
earlier authentic documents in
which, as it appears to me, the
word “Tamil’’ (Damirike) is
recorded, and, of the unique
value of these documents for
establishing beyond any doubt
the antiquity of the *‘Tamil”

Jangnage.

It is of interest to note that
the two  earliest documents
which contained the word
“Tamwil” (Damirike) are both
‘maps dating back to about 20
BC & 140 AD. The earliest map
of which copies are still avail~
able is known as the Peutinger
Table and dates back to about
70 Bc. The second earliest
‘map is the map based on Pto-
lemy’s geography and dates
back to 140 ap, Itis also of
interest to note in this connec-
tion that “Thuki” in Kings
and the Chronicles of the Bible
is the oldest specimen of the
Tamil language extant in any
written record, according to
Caldwell, vide his “Dravida
Grammar”’ P, 66.

The full history of the Peu-
tinger—Table with the map,
of great value to the research
worker, has been published by
H. Von Konrad Miller of Ger-
many. The full history of the
maps based on Ptolemy’s geo-
eraphy has been published by
A. E. Nordenskiold,  the fam-
ous Arctic explorer. Other

explained its origin, In the
introduction to his Dravida
Grammar he states (P. 14),
that in the Indian Segment of
Roman maps called the Peu-
tinger Table the portion of
India to which this name is
applied is called Damirike, and
that we can scarcely err in
identifying this name with the
Tamil country. Since Damirike
evidently means Damir-ike. In
the map referred to there is
-moreover a @ district called
Scythia Dymirice and it ap:-
pears to have been this word
which by a mistake of A for A
Ptolemy wrote Lymrike. ' The
D he adds retains its place in
the cosmography of the Geo-
grapher of Ravenna, who re-
peatedly mentions Dimirica as
one of the .3 divisions of In-
dia®,

The “Geographer of Raven-
na” referred to above is an
unknown Christian author
who wrote a cosmegraphia in
the 7th Century, giving a list
of places and river names cov-
ering the known world.

- Living Force

In this connection it is of
interest 1o note Nordenski—
old’s observation at page 8 of
this facsimile atlas “Ptolemy’s
work is the only geographical
atlas still extant which has
come down {o us from the an-
cients, and it is doubtful, if
any other so complete and so
systematic as this was ever
composed during that period”.
It is therefore remarkable that
the word *“Tamil"” should ap-
pear in the only known geo-
graphical atlas that has come
down to us from the Zncients.
Another circumstance of con-

By J. R. SINNATAMBY, B.Se. (Lond),
Deputy Surveyor General (Ceylon) Retired

writers have also dealt with
Ptolemy’s geography.

Served Practical Needs

Emperor Augustus was res-
ponsible for Peutinger-Table.
This map was essentially meant
to serve the practical needs
of the soldier, administrator
and traveller. General Agrippa

« was placed in charge of the

survey by Emperor Augustus.
This project took a team of
surveyors 20 years to complete.
A survey of over 50,000 IIII_IBS
of paved highways, with mile-
ages on mile stones served as
frame work.

A large master map engrayv-
ed in marble was erected near
the Roman Ferum. Several
copies on Papyrus rolls were
made and distributed. The
map extends from the shores
.of the Atlantic across the Me-

. diterranean'to Ceylon and the

Ganges in India.

A late copy - (Peutinger Ta-
ble) has survived belenging to
the 3rd Century. The present
copy was reproduced in the
13th Century. Peutinger is the
name of the scholar who ac-

.quired this copy. The copy

published by H. Von Konrad
is apparently a copy of the
13th,Century Copy referred to

.above.

Ptolemy prepared his geo-
graphy about 140 Ap. In this
geography reference is made

‘to the word “Tamil’’ (Dami-

rike), but it is actvally shown
as Limyrike &, of which Mc.
Crindle, wh o edited a version

.of Ptolemy’s geography, says,

“Lassen was unable to irace
-this name to any Indian Source,

i but Caldwell has satisfactorily

siderable significance to the
Tamil language that this aa-
cient atlas discloses, is that of
the fully developed languages,
Tamil, Sanskrit, Pali, Greek,
and Latin, current about 23
centuries ago, the Tamil langu-
age only has survived and is
still a living force, as can be
inferred from Caldwell’s ob-
servationin his Dravida Gram-
mar, where he has observed
that many of the Dravidian
names have retained theiriden-
tity letter for letter for 20 cen-
turies,

Two ancient manuscripts of
Ptolemy’'s Geography are
known today. One jis known
as the vatican manuscript and
is available a1 Biblicteca Apos-
totica vaticana and the other
vatapodi manuscript at Mt.
Athos. Nordenskiold has dealt
with the question of the auth-
enticity of the maps in use to-
day in the Atlas under refer-
ence. The Arabs made a trans-
lation of this geography about
the 8th Century AD. This is
now not available, but an upi-
que 13th Century translation
into Arabic is available.

The value of Ptolemy’s geo-
graphy for historical research,
particularly in tracing the his-
tory of the Tamil people and
their language is being increas-
ingly realised as is evident
from various articles published
by historians and research
scholars.

As an jllustration of an an-
cient Tamil word in Ptolemy’s
geography, I must point out
that the name for mountain
(Malai in Tamil) is the origin
for place names and of districts
in Spain, Malabar, Ceylon and

Malaysia.

A town in the Southern Sea
Coast of Spain in the vicinity
of a mountainous region in
Spain, is shown as Malacca by
a Ptolemy and Malagga in
Peutinger lable. This is even
today shown as Malago in
Modern maps.

The mountainous district in
South India is known as Mala-
bar. The mountainous area in
Ceylon referred to as Malea
(Malaia) by Ptolemy, and, ac-
cording to Mr. Crindle in ' his

edition of Ptolemy’s zeography

of Ceylon Page 2, Malaia is
the Tamil word Malai for
mountain.

The mountainous district in
the Malay Peninsula is also
shown as Maleicolon, where
even today thisregionis shown
as Malaya (Malasia).

The word Malai, Tamil for
mountain, can be understood
as being the source of the
words, Malea, Maleicolon, in

eylon and Malaya, as the
Tamil language apparently
prevailed in these areas at least
about 20 centuries ago, in a
fully developed form, as they
do even now. It would appear
therefore that we have to look
for some similar reason for the
origin of the name Malaga, for
a town in Spain, both in the
time of Ptolemy and now.

The mountain range (Malea)
in Ceylon is noted for the foot
print on Adam’s Peak, which
rises sharply from the sur-
rounding hills and has been an-
object of veneration by milli-
ons of many faiths for several
centuries.

Unique

What is unique is that, that,
this foot print  is actoally re-
corded by Ptolemy in his geo-
graphy of Ceylon, is very evid-
ent from the fact that he hag
described it as Ulipada (also
Ulispada) This constitutes
what can be considered the ear-
liest authentic record of the
foot print and dates back to at
least 140 AD when the geogrs-
phy was compiled. Its relative
position on Ptolemy’s map is
Jjust where Adam’s Peak is
shown on modere maps and
that it is the foot print is fur-
ther confirmed by the fact that
according to  Casie Chitty,
Adam’s Peak was called“Baha-
Aadamalei” by the Moors,
*‘Samanella Sripada”, or **Sa
manakoota Parvuta”, by the
Sinhalese, ““Amala Saripada”
by the Burmese and “‘Sivanoli-
padam” by the Malabars, vide
the “‘Ceylon Gazette of 1833,

Ulipada is phonetically and
even in the spelling almost
identical with Oli Padam (Ra-
diant Foot Print in Tamil) and
$o is Malea with malai (Moun-
tain in Tamil), on which this
foot print is stamped,

The strongest argument that
can be urged in favour of this
identification, whichh as as far
as I am aware not been noticed
or considered hitherto by
those who have dealt with
identification of place names
in Ptolemy’s fgeography, is
that, it isa unique topogra-
phical feature, which rises
sharply few thousand feet
from the surrounding hills and
can be seen from many miles
out at sea. It must therefore
have been a land mark, that,
every sailor who reached the
shores of Ceylon from early
times would have specially
noted in his chart and it was
from information gathered and
passed down by generations of

(Continued on page 6)

Battle of the
-Bureaucrats

While the bureancrats are
battling it out, Jaffaa is in
grave danger of succumbing to
malaria and /or filaria. For
more than two weeks now,
Pullukulam has been covered
with a green carpet of salvinia
but our bureaucrats. in the
Municipality are more con-
cerned with passing the baby.
“Not my baby® says the
Health Dept.and the
Works Department, nof o be
outdone, equally :disclaims
paternity, We all know that
maternity is a fact while pater-
nity is only an opinion but the
bureaucrats, sarely, could have
chosen another occasion to
demonstrate this.

What beats me is why the
Municipal Commissioner and
the Special Commissioners
have allowed this tug-of-war
to go on so long thus jeopardi-
sing the citizens® health,

Another thing thay needs
investigation is how salvinia
got into Pullukulam at all.
Earlier, Vanvankulam was in-
fested with salvinia and the
Municipality got it cleared up.
Now it 18 Pullukulam’s turn.
I wont be surprised if some
mischief-maker takes it into
his kead to drop a little sal-
vinia into the other ponds so
that we can all have a jolly
good time with filaria and
malaria, Whoever it is, whe-
ther mischief-maker or sabo-
teur, he deserves to be shot on
sight. And the bureaucrats
who by their inactivity and
wrangling are aiding and abet-

ting, deserve a similar fate.

Under-staffed

I’'m told that the Crimes
Branch of the Jaffna Police is
under-staffed. At present the
strength is 2 IP’s, 2 Sergeants
and 7 PC’s. The present staff
would, I understand, be
enough to go round, if they
had only their inquiries to
carry out. But invariably they
are detailed for special duties,

ocal

=——————"-— Sorveyed by RAJ.

Scene

in addition to Court work.
The cadre should he increased
1o 3 Sergeants and 10 PC’%s if
they areto cope with the work,
specially with the spate of
cycle thefts. I'm told that, on
an average, there’s a eycle
theft reported daily. Some-
times there are as many as 2
or 3 cycle thefts reported. One
of the main reasons for these
thefts is that most people for-
get to lock their cycles. It has
been calculated that only 1 out
of 10 dutifully lock their
bicycles. Police suspect that
there’s a big gang (employing
educated, unemployed young
men) responsible for these
cycle thefts but they are handi-
capped by the reluctance of
most peoplé to volunteer in-
formation to the Police.

Caste Feuds Erupt
Again

The smouldering fires of
caste hatred in° Chankanai
have begun to blaze again with
a vengeance. For quite some
time there have been sporadic
clashes but now the situation
has become very serious, with
both sides literally gunning for
each other. The latest outrage
was when a funeral procession
was fired on. T am not inter-
ested in apportioning blame
but something should be done
to stop this murder and may-
hem once and for all,

The authorities should ap-
point a Commission of Inquiry
to investigate whether these
clashes could have been pre-
vented and,. if so, why they
were not.

Good News!

I understand that the Hydro- |

logical Survey Committee hag
reported that since Jaffna has
entered on her ‘wet phase’,
there’s no fear of drought for
at least another 20 years.

While, as a layman, T wal-
come this, I would wish that
we be more sparing of our
water resources even though
we have a guarantee for the
next two decades.

25’ Fl'ﬁnt Stre—ﬁtg
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CobperatiOn Among Cooperatives Needed .

The text of a speech
delivered by the late Prof.
D. G. Karve at the in-
auguration of the fifth
Indian Cooperative
Congress. '

The whole subject on the
need for reformulating Co-
operative Principles arose out
of two circumstances; the
ideological and the other
practical or technological. The
ideological was obvious. Till
the establishment of the Socia-
list State in Russia, the co-
operators of the world were
not much divided on the ideo-
logical ground. It is true that
the first cooperators, the Roch=
dale pioneers, were in @
manner subjected to, or were
the victims of, the Industrial
Revolution in which capita-
lism — financial capitalism —
was the principal feature. Then
Cooperation travelled to Eu-
rope and to countries like
Germany, from where the
Indian cooperators received
inspiration, In contrast, the
Movement in Germany prew
pricipally in the environment
of a feudal society of bigland-
lords and small farmers and
sthall tenants. These small
tenants and farmers felt that
they had a certain feeling of
being left out, being victims of
a land monopoly. The Roch-
dale pioneers had to-fight the
capitalist monopoly. The small
farmers and tenants of Ger-
many had to fight the feudal
or landed monopoly. But, the
pattern of sociely was more or
less the same—either it was
the pattern of the Rochdale

that was influencing the Co-
operative Sector. It was all
right with the Rochdale pio-
peers with a membership of
30, but with millions of in-
vestors in dozens of enter-
prises, it was a different de-
mand on the cooperative
organisation. It was in this
background that we have to
have changes in ideologies, we
have changes in technology.
If the cooperators have to
hold their own in ideological
and technological circumstan-
ces, they must set their houses
in order. They must decide
what the basic principles were
under which they should oper-
ate. When this Commission
was appointed, as [ said am-
ong the five members of the
Commission, four werz from
industrialized and developed
societies. I was the only one
who came from a developing
country. It pleased mv col-
leagues against my own wishes
to put me into the.position of
Chairman, That wasdue more
to the appreciation of the fact
that India, both ideologically
and technologically, occupi-
ed a middle position. We are
not socialists, but are socia-
listic. We are not a highly
industrialized country in com-
parison with other developed
countries, while we are deve-
loping; we are a little more
industrialized  than  many
others. We were more or less
in a position where we could,
perhaps understand ths posi-
tion of both the socialist and
capitalist camps, It was for
this reason that they thought
that it was better to have an
Indian Chairman than any
other Chairman.

by Prof.

D,

G. Harve

pioneers of England or that of
the Raiffesen type of Ger-
many. Itwas not so wide so
as to cause any rift.

After the change was bro-
ught about in Russia, all the
cooperators, no doubt, were
still present at the Internation-
al Congress of Cooperators.
Bui, it was not always a very
friendly gathering, because the
pattern was new. It was the
Communist State: it was the
society, where there was cent-
ral planning and everything
including the cooperatives, had
to find a place there. So, there
was a feeling among inter-
national cooperators that there
was a new pattern of society—
the socialist one. Our Indian
society was also gradually be-
coming a socialistic State. So,
from year to year, and from
Congress to Congress, this
state of strained feelings bet-
ween the cooperators of one
type of society and the co-
operators of other types of so-
ciety was growing. This cont-
roversy had to be ended.

BASIC PRINCIPLE OF
OPERATION

Even, if it were not for the
socialist State, there were other
reasons. Because of the varia-
tions in the rate of growth and
in the size of the operations of
cooperatives, the simple idea
of the Rochdale pioneers,
either with regard to each trad-
ing or with regard to the treat-
ment of reserves or Wwith
regard to the method of ‘ one-
man one-vote > could be push-
ed forward in all the stages
of cooperative development,
None -advanced technology

COOPEEATORS Vs,
PLANNING

From my contact with veter-
ans like Shri Vaikunthbhai
Metha and other ardent co-
operators, the lessons I learnt
were very useful in 2 nomber
of ways. | learnt two things
from this Congress. I shall
mention these.

My mind goes back to a cor-
responding day at the very
first Cooperative Congress in
Bombay, when the First Plan
had just been announced —
not the Plan itself but the idea
of a Plan. We had to decide
in independent India where
the Government had to play
an iwportant role and which
had accepted Planning., We
had to decide what role Plan-
niog should play. Should ths
cooperators say * Planning is
the business of the State, so
we shall keep aside.” The
cooperators also have a stake
in the country. The cooper-
ators also desire the develop-
ment of the country; as a part
of the national development,
they want to figure as an im-
portant sector. They too want
to have their place in that
national development, of
course, on terms which are
respectable to the cooperators.
After considerable discussion
among ourseives, we then
adopted the line which fortun-
ately is being continued to this
day. .

As the cooperators have a
stake in national development,
so you have heard from the
Prime Minister, and as we
have been hearing in succes-
sive Cangresses from the earli-
er Prime Ministers also—the

Plapning Commission also
feels that they have a stake in
the Movement. Itis as true
today to say that Cooperation
is a policy of the State as to
say that State Planning is also
a policy of cooperators. This
was a new angle to judge the
relationship between the co-
operators and others on the
one hand and the State or the
Planning organisation on the
other. My own approach to
the subject has been that co=-
operators have a stake in
national = development, as
much as the Planning Com-
mission on the Planners have
in the Cooperative Movement.
Together alone, the two will
make for successful develop-
ment and successful Coopera-

tion.

Draft Report

COOPERATORS ¥s.
GOVERNMENT
ORGANISATIONS

This, youcan do in your
own way. As in financial
monopoly, you have the need
for cooperators like the Roch-
dale cooperators, as an alter-
native, we see a voluntary
egalitarian organization as in
the feudal monopoly of the
landlords in Germany—the
Raiffesen type, where it is a
voluntary, equalitarian type.
Even in Communist societies,
it is the socialist State which
controls everything. Even
there, the human spirit is the
same, An individual waats to
have as big a field for his own
operation in as voluntary and
free way as possible, It is

pleasing to note that the Rus-
sian cooperator feels as buoy-
ant as the American cooperator
or the British cooperator,

This unity of thought am-
ong cooperators can be better
expressed by a person like me,
because we have undergone
both the experiences.

One other small point. There
also, I might say how what we
learnt here can be of help to
the Commission. Especially,
in the matter of the Cooper-
ative movement in South
Africa, we can see as to whe-
ther we should have some
inter-penetration between co-
operators and government, or
government organisations.

For instance, when we have
a national liberation move-

(Continued on page 7)

National Seminar on Goop Management

Introduction

1. A National Semina on
Cooperative Management was
organised at the School of Co-
operation, Polgolla, by the Co-
operative Federation of Ceylon
in collaboration with the Inter-
national Cooperative Alliance
and the Department of Coop-
erative Development from 17th
—24th December, 1967,

Altogether 35 participants
who were either General Man-
agers, Accountants or Admin-
istrative Secretaries of Multi-
purpose Cooperative Societies
Unions and a number of ob-
servers from the Cooperative
Federation of Ceylon, the De-
partment of Cooperative Dey-
elopment and the School of
Cooperation, Polgolla, follow-
ed the proceedings of the Se-
minar. The International Co-
operative Alliance was repre-
sented at the Seminar by one of
its Directors, Mr. J. M. Rana.
The Seminar was declared
open on the 17th December
by the Hon’ble M. D. Banda,
Minister of Food, Agriculiure
and Cooperatives.

Main Purpose

2. The main purpose of this
Seminar was to introduce mo-
dern concepts of management
to a selected group- of partici-
pants chosen from among the
Managers, Accountants, and
Administrative Secretaries of
the Multi-purpose Cooperative
Societies Unions in Ceylon,
Altogether there are 122 such
Unions and these ate large or-
ganisations mainly engaged in
the Wholesale and Retail dis-
tribution of consumer commo-
dities, They are also the sole
wholesalers of state commodi-
ties like rice, sugar and flour.
The total wholesale turnover
of these Unions in 1965-66
amounted to Rs. 822.0 million
and the total retail turnover
at the retail outlets of these
Unions amounted to Rs. 143.0
million in the same financial
year. These figures indicate
how large theseinstitutions are
and how intricate their man-
agement problems would be.
However, inspite of the fact
that these organisations had
to dabble with intricate man-
agement problems, very little
had so far been done to intro-
duce Modern Management
techniques at these institutions.
The National Seminar on Co-
operative Management was
organised with the intention of

introducing some Modern con-
cepts of Management to Man-
agers, Accountants and Ad-
ministrative Secretaries of MP
CS Unicns. However, a Se-
minar of this nature restricted
to a limited period of eight
days can.only unlock the door
which has hitherto closed by
ignorance and apathy. Itis
left to the participants them-
selves through further study,
experimentations andconstruc-
tive thinking to master the
technique of management in-
troduced to them at this Se-
minar, and open the way for
the introduction of Modern
Methods of Management in
Multipurpose Cooperative So-
cieties Unions. From this it
follows that a proper evalua-
tion of this Seminar could only
be made after some time. The
success of this Seminar will
depend on the enthusiasm and
the determination that this Se-
minar will generate among its
participants to go back to their
Unions and commit themselves
to further study, experimenta=
tion and more constructive
thinking on this subject with
the objective of bringing about
a Management revolution in
MPCS Unions.

3. From the point of view
of the Cooperative Federation
and the Department of Coop-
érative Development, an im-
portant consideration would
be to take follow.up action to
assist the participants in the
attempts that they now make
to introduce the Management
Controlg discussed at this Se-
minar.

Mapnagement Considerations &
Cooperative Principles

The question as to what ex-
tent Cooperative Principles are
followed in the Management
of Cooperative Societies in
Ceylon was discussed at the
Seminar at group level after
two papers ; one on the Mean-
ing and Definition of Manage.-
ment, and one on Managemens
considerations arising out of
Cooperative Principles were
read introducing the subject
for discussion. In the first
paper on the Meaningand De-
finition of Management an at»
tempt was made in the firss
instance 1o examine the mean-
ing and definition of manage-
ment in the light of its applica-
‘tion and thereafter the various
processes and functions = of
management was narrated with

a brief examination of the rele~
vant Management theories.
The final part of this paper
was devoted to a historical ana-
lysis of the development of
Management practice in under-
developed countries generally
and more specifically its adop-
tion in Cooperative Organisa-
tions in this country, In this
final part of the paper the Lec-
turer drew the attention of the
participants to tae original con=
ditions in which Management
practices grew up and pointed
out that not so much scope
was available for independent
thinking and evolving more
scientific Management practi-
ces in Cooperative Organisa-
tions. This he attributed part-
ly to the fact that the leader-
ship in Cooperatives cause to
be fair price oriented and part-
ly to the prevailing conditions
which make Management
Committees pre-occupied with
preventing some underpaid
employces passing out very
scarce commodities to the
black-market. As a soluation to
this problem he advocated a
larger measure of free thinking
and the creation of viable units
to facilitate the introduction
of modern techniques of man-
agement and improved staff
relations.

2. In the second paper on |

the subject the lecturer briefly
enunciated the presently ac-
cepted Cooperative Principles
and discussed at length the
Management objectives arising
out of these principles. For
thig purpose he compared the
Management objectives of Co-
operative Crganisations with
that of Government enterpri-
ses, benefit associations, volun=
tary charitable organjsations

‘and private profit making ins-

titutions. After a detailed ana-
lysis of these various organisa=
tions the lecturer made an at-
tempt to show that unlessthere
is efficient management, Coop-
erative Principles will be mean=
ingless.

3. The question as to what
extent Cooperative Principles
are followed in the manage-
ment of MPCS Unions in Cey-
Jon was then discassed at group
level and then at a Plenary
Session. In these discussions
it was felt that the membzrship
of a Cooperative Union com-
prising of primary societies
have sought this membership
on a voluntary basis and thus

(Continued on page 7)
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One of the basic defects of
land as a form of security in
Ceylon arises due to the lack
of a system of registration of
title. 'What we bhave is a
system of registration of Deeds.
The difference between the re-
gistration of Deeds and the re-
gistration of Title has been
expressed as follows:

“Registration of Deeds is

essentially an unsatisfactory, -

and imperfect procedure which
may be made to function effi-
ciently in spite of its weak-
ness, but, not on account of
its intrinsic merits. In regis-
tration of title the machinery
of record transfers primary
attenticn from movable, evan-
escent, mistakable units—
documents.and human beings—
to immovable indestructible
and precisely defined units—
the parcels of land affected,
sothat the current situation
is always obtained at glance.
The record can thus be initi-
ally constructed and indefini-
tely maintained with reference
to the existing parcellation of
land at apy and every mo-
ment.” (Ernest Dawson and
W. L. O. Sheppard, Land Re-
gistration page 71).

The lack of a system of
registration of title m Ceylon
results in repeated, imperfect
and costly examination of title
leading to considerable delay
in establishing the validity of
titles. - These long delays and
high costs tend to make land
an unsuitable form of security.

Further, all families engag-
ed in rural agriculture do not
own land they caltivate. Some
55 per cent only of the paddy
acreage is owner cultivated.
The rest of the  acreage is
under various forms of tenancy
or share cropping. The Paddy
TLands Act which grants herit=
able tenancy rights to ande
cultivators should ease the
problems of ownership some-
what.

The other forms of security
which rural farmers canp offer
are generally movables. Un-
less lending institutions have
storage facilities and expertise
in valuation of movables, these
are also unsuitable as security.

There are two types of suit-
able secarity which rural farm-
ers can offer; namely, jewellery
and crops. The People’s Bank
has guite successfully attempt-
ed to expand its pawn-broking
business through its branch
petwork. This is indeed a step
in the right direction for it is
well known that traditionally
oriental societies like ours
keepa part of their savings
in the form of jewellery. There
is some difficulty in regard to
the hypothecation of crops
due to the lack of legislation
on the hypothecation of crops.

Poverty

A further reason for the low
creditworthiness of our rural
farmers is their poverty. This
agawn is due.in part to the

* small size of the plot of land

which a tarmer cultivates. It
reflects also the lack of adegu-
ate opportunities for gainful
employment outside his small
plot of land. The growth of
plantations could have become
a source of alternative employ-
ment for the rural farmers in
the less busy seasons, but, due
to certain historical reasons
this avenue was closed to him
by the employment of immi-
grant Indian labour, What-
ever the reasons might be a
distinct feature of the raral
sector is the low income of the

people.

According to data
collected at the survey of rural
indebtedness in 1957, the aver-
age income per rural family of
5.5 persons was only Rs. 103-83
per month. This works out
to Rs.226-54 per capita per
vear while in the same year
the per capita income of the
country, as a whole, was 557/=
per year. While admittedly
the per capita income of
Ceylon is low in comparison
to per capita incomes of the
more developed countries, the
per capita income in rural
Ceylon is in fact much lower
than the national average and
indicates the extent of poverty
io rural Ceylon. There has
not been much improvement
since 1957 as has been shown

- by the findings of the Survey

of Ceylon’s Consumer Firances
conducted by the Central Bank
in 1963. The average house-
hold in the rural sector com-
sisting of 5.7 persons and an
income of Rs: 353| in the
period of two months or Rs.
2,118/-per year. This works
out to a per capita income of
Rs. 371/- per year.

This very povérty leads the
rural farmers into debt. The
dzta available on rural indeb-
tedoess indicate that while
in the pre-war period indeb-
tedness was very widespread
and some 70 per cent of rural
families were in debt, in the
post-war period the situation
has improved somewhat. In

features which make him a
low creditworthy borrower in
the eyes of the institutional
lenders. Reference was also
made earlier to the lack of
suitable security, the low in-
come of the rural farmers and
the high risks of production.
All these tactors have resulted
in restricting the flow of credit
to the rural sector. Institu-
tional lenders have fought shy
of the rural sector and have
left the door wide open to the
rapacious money lender. It
is now accepted that the only
form of ipstitution that can
successfully operate in the
peculiar circumstances of the
rural sector i1s the Cooperative
Society. 1 shall not go into
the role of the Cooperatives
10 the provision of rural credit
but I wish to mention in brief
certain connected problems.
The coocperatives need to
find adequate financial resour-
cas for lending to rural farm-
ers. [he People's Bank was
et up by Government with
the distinct objective of fin-
anciog.the Cooperative Move-
ment and I am indeed very
happy that the People’'s Bank
has gone someway toestablish
a system of rural banking. It
has tried out a 'Scheme of
Extended Rural Credit and a
Scheme of Rural Banking.
Simultaneously, Government
has also been granting loans
to rural paddy farmers for cul-
tivation purposes through Co-

with an increasing volume of
loans,” Further, since this is
a Government scheme debtors
appear to treat it rather as a
welfare measure than a Com-
mercial activity.

It is easy to rush to the
conclusion that credit to these
Cooperatives should be chan-
nelled through the banking
system but two safeguards
appear to be necessary, In
view of proved high risk of
this type of lending a loan
guarantée scheme appears to
be necessary. Furthers the
application of strict banking
standards should not be allow-
ed to strangle flow of credit to
the rural sector, Vi@ the bank-
ing system rather than through
a Government Department.

Credit Shouldn’t be Absurdly
Cheap

A third point which 1 wish
to make concerns the rate of
interest. There has been a
widespread view that credit
must be made available to the
rural sector at very low rates
of interest. In fact, present
lending rates carry a large
element of subsidy by Gov-
ernment. The rates to the
farmer are 4 to 5 per cent.
The Department of Agrarian
Services provides these funds
to Cooperatives at a 2 per cent
rate whereas Government it-
self botrows at rates of 3 to
4% per cent: These rates of
interest charged to the farmer

oy 2w, WW. M. Tillekeratne

Director of Economic Research—

Central Bank of Ceylon

1951, 30 per cent of the rural
families were in debt and aver-
age debt per family was Rs,
263/-. In 1957, 54 per cent
of rural families were in debt
and average indebtedness per
family was Rs. 750/-- 1 must
make the point that thereis
nothing basically wrong with
indebtedness as such. On the
contrary, economic prosperity
in the world has beeo built on
on a firm foundation of credit.
The history of commerce and
industry bears ample testi-
mony to the vital role played
by credit in economic advance-
ment,

The bad features of rural
indebtedness in a country like
Ceylon are that most of these
debts have been incurred for
purposes which do not enhance
the productive capacity of the
farmer, and that the bulk of
these debts have been taken
at very high rates of interest
from private money-lenders.
Thus for instance, in 1957,
obnly 7.8 per cent of total rural

debts had been taken from the

Government, Cooperatives and
Commercial Banks. Despite
some 50 years of existence co-
operatives had made little
headway in providing credit
to the rural sector and, in
1957, accounted for only 4.1
per cent of total rural debis.
Thus, over 90 per cent of debts
were from non-institutional
sources and the rates of inter-
est on these loans tend to be
comparatively high; more than
60 per cent of the debt was at
rates higher than 12 per cent,
while rates of 100 to 150 per
cent were not unknown.

Heavy Burden

The heavy barden of indeb-
tedness and inability of the
farmer to extricite himself
{rom the clutches of the pri-
vate money lender are furtber

operatives. There are a few
points which I wizsh to make
regarding these Credit Sche-
mes. First, 1 think these
Schemes have concentrated on
granting credit but have made
little effort to mobilise savings
from the Rural Sector, Rural
Credit has to be a two-way
affair. While there must be
a facile flow of rural credit to
the rural sector in order to
eobance rural productivity,
there must be a countar-flow
of rural savings into the bank-
ing system. YWe must active-
ly pursue as an objective for
early attainment, a situation
in which the Rural Sector
generates sufficient savings to
meet not only its own credit
requirements  but,  those  of
some other sectors as well.

A second point which I wish
to make is that there are large
overdues under the Govern-
ment Scheme of lending to Co-
operatives and their members
for purposes connected with
paddy cultivation. At the end
of the financial year 1964/65
Rs, 40.2 million out of a total
balance outstanding of Rs.
54.3 million was overdoe and
in defanlt. In that same fin-
ancial year, Government had
lent Rs, 27.5 million and re-
covered only 16.5 million® in
the previous financial year too
Government lent Re, 34.6 mil-
lion and recovered only Rs.
16,2 million. This is indeed
a very unsatisfactory record.
The severe drought and the
resultant crop failure in these
particular years mizht have
been the cause but the record
over the years has not been
too good. The procedures ap-
pear to have been defective.
While loan procedures have
been simplified from time to
time, procedures and powers
of recovery do not appearto
have been adequate to cope

are extremely low in compari-
son to rates of over 12 to 18
per cent on the bulk of exist-
ing rural debts, rates of 5 to 9
per cent on loans given by
commercial banks to more
creditworthy customers, and
rates of 6 to 16 per cent charg-
ed to their farmers by other
Asian countries like India,
Burma, Taiwan, Japan and
Thailand. 1 think what is re-
quired is an adequate flow of
credit to the rural sector. It
is not necessary to make the
credit absurdly cheap especi-
ally when Government is also
subsidising the price at which
rural produce is bought under
its Guaranteed Frice Scheme,
Cheap credit also tends to
have less value in the eyes of
the borrower than credit given
under realistic rates of inter-
est. Fuarther, loanable funds
are scarce in Ceylon and rates
of interest must reflect this
scarcity. A hizher srate of
interest on loans will also en-
able Cooperatives to pay high-
er rates of interest on deposits
which might lead to an in-
creased supply of savings.

I must also make a point

. PROBLEMS OF RURAL CREDIT IN CEYLON

about the strength of the Co-
operatives at wvillage level,
These seem to be suffering
from a lack of adequate leader~
ship and a lack of suitable
staff to run them efficiently.
In the past there had been an
attempt to have a large num-
ber of single-purpose Coopera-
tive Societies Functioning in
overlapping areas, While this
could have led to a high
degree of specialisation, this
seems also to have resulted in
a rather heavy strain on the
small number of persons avail-
able in the villages to serve on
their management committees.
More recently, Government
policy has been changed and
today the dominant type of
cooperative at, village level is
the Multi-Purpose Coopera-
tive Society. In the context
of our rural sector, the Multi-
Purpose Cooperative Society
sheuld have greater advantage
by economising on the scaree
management talent available.
It also would be a more viable
unit of operation than the
sipgle-purpose Society.

Centralised Coop. Management

' Service

The lack of suitable stall
has been partly due to the
fact that the small Societies
could not aftord to employ per-
sonnel of suitable qualification
and ability. This is perhaps
a matter in which some assist-
ance from Government might
be required at least for some
time. If recruitmient of per-
sonpel for these Cooperative
Societies continue to depend
on the ability of individual
societies to pay salaries there
will, I think for a long time,
be a large number of Societies
which would not be in a posi~
tion to afford suitable persen-
nel. Suggestions have been
made from time to time that
Government should have a
centralised Cooperative man-
agement service like the Local
Government Service and that
these mapazement personnel
should be paid by a manage=
ment levy on the basis of abi~
lity to pay off the Cooperative

Societies themselves, Then
the more efficient Societies
would be able to subsidize

the less efficient ones by mak-
ing it possible for them to
employ a better type of person.
In the initial period, Govern-
ment might be forged to bear
a proportion of the wages bill
which may, at the same time,
be a possibility of a reduction
in the overall supervisory ex-
penditure incurred by Govern-
ment if individual Coopera~
tives have more efficient Man-
agers. I wish to commend
this idea to all those interssted
in promoting development in
the rural sector,

—People’s Bank Publication

L EARN AN EAfY
RS, 150/ PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Sarees, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs,
Towels, Door and Window Curtains.

#vailable in lovely designs and enchanting colours at

Jaffna Co-operative Textile |
- Societies Union, i
4

Pillow Cases,

10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA,




6l

19

THE COOPRRATCR

FEBRUARY 15, 1968

e -1

Structural Changes In
( ooperatives

(Continued from page 2)
operative image” through cen-
tralised sales planning and
promotion, national advertis-
ing, greater use of “own
brands”, increased. publicity
for the cooperative symbol,
and standardised shop layout
and digplays.

In Deamark, FUB is pro-
moting national advertiging
and sales campaign based on
the use of a common name and
common assoriment policies.
Societies affiliated to the vol-
untary chain agree to accept
FD i advice on goods for pro-
motional campaigns, windows
and shop diplays and publi-
city, and 95 per cent of all Da-
nish societies now use the pre-
printed order formula attached
to FDB’s weekly sales plan for
promoting four to five differ-
ent products each week.

In Norway, advertising and
sales promotion are coordin-
ated by an Executive Commit-
tee appointed in January 1966
to assist the NKL Board of
Directors ; it consists of four
representatives of the commer-
cial departments plus the head
of the planning department
who serves as secrelary. ln
recent years, NKL has suc-
cessfully marketed its own
brands of high quality articles
produced outside NKL but
tested and packed within the
movement. These NKL branch-
es have given local societies a
reputation for seliing high qua-
lity articles at low prices. This
initiafive is now being extend-
ed to meat and bakery pro-
ducts.

In Switzerland, there has
been a VSK department for
sales planning on the national
Jevel since 1958. The number
of sales campaigns planped
and organised by VSK has in-

.creased markedly. There is
also a considerabls regional
centralisation of sales policies,
pricing policy and joint adver-
tising. Ownp brands are encour-
aged at all levels, and thereis
much stress on the VSK COOP
symbol, Producis purchased

from private manufacturers
must meet VSK specifications
as to quality, price, packaging
and labelling. In France, FN
CC has recently adopted a new
Coop symbol to symbolise the
renovation of the movement.

In Germany, standardisation
of advertising and sales pro-
motion is being emphasised in
order to create a uniform co-
operative image embracing
both Konsum and GEG. This
effort will include use of a com-
mon COOP symbol, encour-
agement of own brands, central
guidance on assortinent, date
labelling, guarantees of quality
and freshness and joint adver-
tising campaigns.

Centralised Accounting
Services

In Switzerland, VSK is mak=-
ing a concerted effort to reduce
administrative and accounting
costs through a centralised
computer service, and ration-
alisation of ordering, invoicing
and records on aregional ware-
house basis. A few months ago,
there was a shift from a sysiem
of written orderstotelephoned
orders. In Norwapy, NKL’s
electronic data processing de-
partment was recently enjarged
by installation of a new com-
puter and the introduction of
mechanical invoicing of food
iterns. Stockand purchasing
control and society accounts
are handledon a computerised
basis. In Great Britain, more
than half of the societies make
use of the CWS chain of three
computer bureaux provided as
a service to retail societies for
purposes of calculating divi-
dends to purchasers, grocery
warehouse stock control, cre-
dit sales ledgers and share
ledgers. In Denmark, in con-
nection with the voluntary
chains, society accounting is
transferred to FDB’s Account-
ing Centre for a fixed charge
of 200 Kr. per society and 100
Kr. per shop; this makes pos-
sible the benefit of modern sc-
counting technigques and fully
comparable statistics.

(To be continued)

Coop Super-Market
~ for Jaffna

Jaffoa will soon have the first Cooperative Super-Market
in the whole island, if the Government grants the request of the

Northern Division Cooperative Federation,

The Federation has asked
the Government for 10,000
square feet on the Ground
Floor of the Central Market
that is to come up at Grand
Bazaar.

!

If the request is granted,
several deparimental stores
will be set up for textiles, pro=
visions, vegetables, hardware
etc. There will also be a
canteen.

Address:

Retail Shop at:

JAFFNA MP.C.f, UNION LTD.

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,

‘N Authorised distributors for
CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Grocerics,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Ir.lospita'l Road, Jafina.

15/1, Power House Road, Jafina.

New Avenue for Ptolemy' and the

Tebacco
Cultivators

The Jaffna-Malayalam To-
bacco Cooperative Sales So-
ciety Ltd. is trying to open 2a
new avenue for cultivators of
chewing tobacco.

This chewing tobacco which
is marketed exclusively in
South Ceylon is cultivaied
mainly in Mandativu and the
Islands. Since MPCSS are not
interested in granting credit
for teobacco cultivation and
credit societies ‘are unable to
meet the full requirements of
the tobacco farmer, the cuiti-
vator is completely at the
merey of middlemen, money-
lenders and big merchants who
exploit them by either offering
advances in small ‘amounts
before and as the time of
harvest, while stipulating the
prices before harvest or lend
money to the tobacco farmer
at exoroitant rates of interest
ranging from 18 — 60% on
pledge of produce, tili the
producer finds a buyer him-
self.

No Organised Market

At the moment there is no
organised market for chewing
tobacco. 'The Society is try-
ing to help the cultivator by
proposing, as a preliminary
measure, to advance 50 per
cent of the market value of
the tobacco and offer storage
facilities till the producer can
sell at advantageous prices.
The Society also proposes to
help cultivators by introducing
them to prospective buyers, on
a commission basis,

The Society will be holding
several meetings in the Islands
to make the cultivators aware
of the facilities it is offering
them.

Next Step

The 'next step the society
contemplates is the marketing
of chewing tobacco in South
Ceylon on an organised basis,
so that the producer will be
saved the trouble of trying to
find a market for his produce.

1t will be recalled that the
Jaffna Malayalam Tobacco
Cooperative Sales Society Lid.
(registered in 1934) was the
first marketing society in Cey=
Jon and the first exporting
society. Though it fell on bad
days with India’s ban on the
import of Malayalam tobacco,
the society was active till 1963
and brought the Jafina culti-
vators an anpual income of

over 30 lakhs of rupees.

The Society (which bas a
membership of 2,500) has now
taken upon itself the task of
helping the caltivator of chew-
ing tobacco as there is no
other cooperative organisation
helping this group of culti-
vators, and there is no govern-
ment help for them. With this
object in mind, the Society
will soon be holding meetings

_throughout the Islands and
also launch a membership
drive.

i e

Training Class

A Training Class for the
members of the Vali West
Coop Dairy Society was held
recently. The production, col-
lection and distribution of
milk;, and the hygienic measures
that should be adopted were
among the topics discussed.
Mr.T. Mylvaganam, Secretary,
stressed the responsibility of
the members to see that their
milk conformed to the highest
standards.

(Continued from page 3)
sailors from Phoenician to
Roman times that Ptolemy
used for compiling his geogra-
phy.

This can also be inferred
from wh.t Tennant hes obsery-
ed in his work on ‘‘Ceylon’
Vol. 1, (P. 609).

“[ike the Greek geograph-
ers the earliest Chinese autho-
rities prossly exaggerated the
size of Ceylon....They were
struck by the altitude of the
hills and above all by the lofty
crest of  Adam’s Peak, which
served as the Landmark for
ships approaching the Island.
They speak reverentially of the
sacred footmark impressed by
the first created man, who in
their mythology bears the
name’’.

In view of above the follow-
ing extract fromthe geography
of Avienue, 4th century poet
and geographer, can be taken
as a clear reference to Adam’s
Peak. The word F‘coliadis’ is
obscure and T have taken it as
‘colian’, 1n lines 593 and 594
of *Orbis Description” by Dio-
nys, Ceylon is referred to as
the large Island of Colias (Co-
liadis). Isita referenceto a
people called Colas or a God-
dess Venus worshipped by
them ? The editor has inserted
“Veneris'' within bracket aga-
inst *“Coliadis” in the text con=
sulted by me.

The extract from “‘Ceylon”
by Pridham, Vol. 1, page 10
read as follows:

“Contemplator item qua se

mare tendit in Austrum,

Inque notum Oceanus freta

ponti caerula curvat;

Altaque coliadis mox his tibi

dorsa patescent

Rupis, et intenti spectabis

cospitis drces”.

The translation is as fol~
lows:

“Mark also the point where
the sea stretches out towards
the South andthe ocean curves
the blue straits of the deep
into its familiar paths and soon
here the tall ridges of the colian
rock will lie upon befere you
and you will behold the towers
of the roof stretched out”,

Tamil Language

Signal Service .

Ptolemy can therefore claim
to have done signal service to
the millions of followers cf so
many faiths by recording this
foot print in his geography
whereby its antiquity can be
traced back authentically for
about 20 centurics at least.
What is most remarkable is
that the description  itself
should have retained irs iden-
tity with practically no change
for nearly 19 centuries from
Ulipada at the timeof Ptolemy
to Olipadam ag recorded by
Casie. Chitty in the Ceylon
Government Gazetie oi 1833,
While the description of moun-
tain on which it is stamped
from Malaia  at time of
Ptolemy to Malai nearly 19
centuries later.

I must mention that no foot
print as such exists, at least’
today. The depression which
is referred to as the foot print
is unlike that of a human being
is size. This can well form
the subject of a separatc paper.

ADDENDUM

I have since submifting my
paper on above subject, where
1 have stated in para (18) that
according to Casie Chitty (Cey=-
lon Gazetteer of 1833) Adam’s
Peak is called “Baba-Aadema-
lei” by the Moors, come across
a reference in al-Idrisi’s map
of Ceylon in Arabic text of
the 12th century AD. in Vol
I1I, P. 563, Science and Civili-
sation of China, by Needham,
where Adam’s Peak is referred
to as *“‘aleihi adam aleihi”.

The identification, which, as
faras I am aware, has not
been noticed by various auth=
ors who have touched on Ad-
am’s Peak, provides authentic
documentary evidence to sup-
port Casie Chitty’s statement
quoted above, in as much as,
Ptolemy’s map of 2nd century
AD has provided additional
evidence to support the identi-
fication ofthe Olipadam of the
Malabars with Adam‘s Peak,
by Casie Chitty. A Ptolemy’s
map also of Ceylon, in Greek
script, appsars in Needham’s
book on China referred to
above.
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interest payable will be 4%%;.

PAWN BROKING
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INVEST your SAVINGS in—

THE JAFFNA
COOP. PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,
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Cooperation Among Coops

( Continued from page 4)
ment the cooperators had as
much power of national
liberation as the other people.
Naturally, we set up cooper-
ative organizations as a part
of the national movement. The
community, the State, the
government, they also agreed
to help us. We cannot expect
the rest of the community to
help us to go forward towards
cooperative development if we
have not exchanged a word
with them as how best we can
do it between the governmental
and the community forces on
the one hand and cooperative
forces on the other over a long
period of development in this
country. That is what you
will see in the report of the
Commission. Both these sub-
jects have been dealt. with,
i. e. the relation of the Co-
operative Movement with the
rest of the State and the work-
ing of the cooperative instiiu-
tions in the governmental
sector. These have been grealy
influenced by the Indian ex=
ample,

The particular considera-
tions which really made the
Commission stout when [ went
throughout earlier discussions
on the subject was the compa-
rative neglect of Cooperative
Education. Nothing is more
important to the Cooperative
Movement than education.

APPRECIATION OF
COOPERATIVE
PRINCIPLES

It does not matter whether a
member of a2 cooperative pays
his subscription or not; some-
body else may give him the
money as the Reserve Bank
has been giving money shares.
But, one thing nobody could
give a member is the under-
standing, appreciation and
devotion to the cooperative
principles. He must realize
that he is doing it not only for
himself, but for his fellowmen.
He will not only discharge the
obligations he undertakes, but
also those his fellowmen have
entrusted to him,

Again, this is something
more important both for the
developing countries and also
the developed countries. My
friends from more developed
countries will bear me out
when I say something like an
idealistic devotion to Coopera-
tion, which comes naturally,
when you are suffering, when
you are a victim of monopoly.
Now, what is happening in
developing countries?. Are
they so rich that they do not
mind paying little extra for
cheap goods? They not only
purchase goods that are costly,
but they do not care what you
pay for them. In a society, to
develop education in Coopzra-
tion is even more difficult.
. Even, in advanced countries,
they find that unless they train
the members of the coopera-
tives, and those they want to
invite to become members of
the cooperative, either the co-
operative will completely

wither away or Cooperation '

will figure in a light. There-
fore, both for the developing
countries, education in co-
operative principles, education
in the management of cooper-
atives is essential for the suc-
cess of cooperatives. This has
to be done, if we do not want
to deceive ourselves. The rest
of the community and rest of
the world is not going to wait
for the cooperators to catch
up with the general current of
development. In this country,

if possible and if necessary, we
must work out our own deve-
lopment programme.

PREVENTION OF
MONOPOLY

Who is to blame for poorer
societies, for societies which
do not have a minimum stand-
ard of living ? They will rather
think of becoming communists
instead of waiting to learn the
principles of Cooperation and
of doing business. Therefore,
education in cooperative prin-
ciples, education in coopera-
tive business management is
essential for the ultimate sur-
vival of the cooperatives. This
is as much important for deve-
loping countries as for deve-
loped countries.

The last reference, I will
make i3 very relevant to us.
There are so many instances,
not confined to developing
countries, where cooperatives
very soon tenc to become
closed shops. Closed shop is
another word' for monopoly.
Cooperation exists for prevent-
ing monopoly. Therefore, the
first priociple of Cooperation
is open membership. = Every-
body is welcome tojoin a co-
operative provided all the
other natural conditions are
satisfied. But, the tendency
among cooperative  institus
tions, as in other institutions,
is when you grow you want to
invite your friends to come
and join as members, When
you want a loan in excess of
your limit, then you do not
say that you are a cooperator,

but once you become a good

cooperator and a cooperative
insurance man comes-to - you
for insurance, you will say that
his rates are too high., We are
not sure that you have suffi-
cient strength. = We would
rather insure with somebody
clse. This is true not only of
developing countries, but also
of developed countries. Co-
operative institutions which
started to fight monopoly will
soon develop into monopolies.
That is bad for them, that is
bad for the good name of Co-
operation and its future. Very
few pcople know where science
and technology are taking or
will take us tomorrow. All
possibilities. of science and
technology, if they are to be
utilized for the development
of nations, naturally the go-
vernments or the capitalists,
both internally and inter-
nationally have to join hands,
They are already forming their
combines to take advantage of

the science and it has to come

in a big way.

COOPERATION BETWEEN
COOPS

If we sit as a monarch on
our small fisld, we shall be
swept away by the big steam
roller of either the public insti-
tutions or by the govern-
mental sector or by the big
combines in th: capitalistic
sector. Even, in this country,
there are hundreds of inter-
national combines that carry
on a ruthless war against the
small industries and the co-
operative industry. This ex-
ample will be multiplied a
hundred fold unless the co-
operators realize that in isola-
tion they will be broken by
their competitors, It is only
by coming together that the
maximum . chances of their
survival and progress exist.
This is true both internally and
internationally,

There are well-known cases
where the national union of a
highly developed country is

‘A Rare

Combination’

Mr. R. D. Subramaniam a
Senior Inspector of the Coop-
erative Department met with
his untimely death on 22-1-68.
He leaves behind his wife, a
son and three daughters and
a host of friends. This note is
in appreciation of his services
to the Cooperdtive Movement.

After a brilliant school
career he looked for a job in
Jaffna mainly to look after
his unmarried sisters. He
joined the Cooperative Dep-
artment in 1942,
every one who can fit into the
movement as an officer. A
Coop. Officer should not mere-
ly be sincere, honest and devot-
ed but also patient and tactful.
In Mr. Subramaniam we saw
a rare combination of all these
qualities, He got about his
work in all humility and with
a missionary zeal. His death
removes from the Cooperative
sector a troe servant and a
sincere worker. Tt would be
hard 10 get an officer of this
type in the futnre,

None can claim to be abso-
lutely perfect or flawless and
not one can be said to be
wicked or bad. In “RD” we
saw very little of those qualit-
ies which can be said to be
bad, He had a knack to put
himself to test always and was

in a position to conquer the

impulse to sin.

He was a kind-hearted man
and a good friend in need. He
is dead but will always live in
our hearts.

May God bless his soul.
“AMICUS”

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The members of the fami-
ly of the late Mr. M. Mathi-
balasinghamsincerely thank
all Cooperative Societies,
Unions, District Unions, the
Northern Division Coop-
erative Federation, the Co-
operative Depurtment and
all officials concerned, for
all the help and sympathy
extended to the family in
their bereavement and for
messages and tokens of
sympathy sent them. They
very much regret their in-
ability to thank all of them
individually.

It is not

not prepared to purchase pet-
rol from the petrol federation
of another country even
though both are in the inter-
national Cooperative Move-
ment. Cooperative industry
has given a cold shoulder to
other national cooperatives,
but ultimately both of them
lost the prospects of business.
You know the principles of
Cooperation that was taught
in olden days. i. e., one for all
and all for one, Now, thisis
true not only of individuals
but also of cooperative insti-
tutions. This is also true of
National Cooperative Move-
ments. Unless the cooperators
of the world unite and dedicate
themselves to the cause of
progress and efficiency, ulti-
mately they will be swept away
by one of the two alternatives
against which all of us have to
fight, And, it is for the com-
mission to formulate the new
principle, ‘Cooperation among
Cooperators, Cooperative soli-
darity among all institutions’,
This is a principle to which all
of us must subscribe,

—The Madras Journal of
Cooperation

Secure Place

( Continued from page I)
as a graduate. When he joined
the Cooperative Department
he was posted as Lecturer to
the Polgolla Training College.
His erudition and his clarity
and lucidity of exposition
earned for him the esteem and
regard of his pupils. At the
same time he won high en-
cominms from visiting experts.

He had the ideal tempera-
ment for administration. As
Assistant Commissioner of
Cooperative  Development,
Trincomalee and Jaffna East,

.he administered firmly and

impartially, undeterred by pre-

ssures, political or otherwise,

It may be well said of him

“His life was gentle, and the
elements

So mix’d in him that Nature
might stand up

And say to all the world,
‘This was a man !"”’

; A. E, Tamber.

A GENUINE FRIEND

A genuing friend, a true
philosopher and a perfect
guide has disappeared from
our midst with the passing
away of Mr. Mathibalasing-
ham. We were associated
together since 1945 as stud-
ents at the School of Coopera-
tion Kandy. He madesucha
mark at the school that a few
years later he was invited to
be one of the lecturers at the
school. His thirst for know-
ledge and his scholarship won
for him very high reputation
both among students and fel-
low lecturers, Visiting Inter-
national Cooperators express-
edhighappreciationofhiswork.

Exigencies of service made
the Cooperative Department
drive an ideal teacher into the
sphere of routine administra-

_tion, Mr. Mathibalasingham

set high standards as an ad-
ministrator and at great per-
sonal risk withstood unworthy
pressures from political and
power blocs. There have
been instances where his firm
refusals to yield made his
superiors resort to unorthodox
compromises. There was a
case where top level pressure
demanded nomination of a
blue-eyed boy of the Govern-
ment to a position to which
the person was not qualified.
Mr. Mathibalasingham firmly
refused and boldly put down
his reasons in writing. Of
course he was slammed from
the top by a higher competent
authority.

He had no enemies. He
would unfalteringly guide any
person or party in a situation
on the correct path of adminis-
tration. He wasa thorough
democrat who guided Co-
operators to decide .matters
for themselves. He avoided
leavening decisions with *bits of
Totalitarianism.” He was well
informed of men and matters
but he knew how to steer clear
of the rocks without hurting
and revealing his judgement.
He was certainly worthy of
higher positions but this is
not always possible in the
intricacies of the present day
public service.

A. J. Raja Thuraisingham

A Browser’s Diary

(Continued from page 2)
terial capacities for their own
enrichment by acquiring shares
in the American Marconi

. Company. Perhaps the mos#

outrageous instance of corrup-
tion in recent British History
is the utter cynicism with
which Lloyd George went
about selling peerages, baro-
netcies and knighthoods and
channelled the proceeds into
the Lloyd George Fund
which was entirely under
his control. While there is
this rich mine of information
on corruption in the West, the
Time—Digest story has space
only for Bobby Baker the
protege of Lyndon Johnson in
his Senate days and Clayton
Powell, the Harlem represen-
tative who makes no effort to
conceal his peccadilloes.

Nor do I find convincing
the reason trotted out by Time-
Digest for the alleged difference
in attitude between East and
West to public corryption.
Time’s view endorsed by the
Digest is that the oriental’s
relative apathy on this issue
is due to absence of concern
for the here and now in Ori-
ental religions, The matter is
not so simple. People’s prac-
tice rises higher than and falls
lower than their official creeds.
In  Shaw’s Captain Brass-
baund’s Conversion, located in
Morocco or Algeria, oné of the
characters remarks that they
being Christians were in
danger of being murdered be-
cause the Moslems believed
that for every infidel they
slaughtered, their chances of
going to heaven were corres-
pondingly improved. The
Shavian retort put into the
mouth of another character is
“We Christians believe that if
we sell all we have and give
it to the poor, we will go to
heaven.” —8. H. P

Coop Management

(Continued from page 4)
there is no compulsion what-
soever, There is no social,
political or religious discrimi-
nation attached in considering
the eligibility of a primary so-
ciety to be a member of a Uni-
on. Therefore the principle of
voluntary membership is ad-
hered to by all Cooperative
Unions.

4. The Cooperative Socie-
ties are demiocratic organisas
tions and they elect their re-
presentatives to .represent the
society at the Union level.
These representatives in turn
form a democratic body and
elect the Committee of the
Union. The dissolving of these
democratically elected com-
mittees without any reference
to the General Body and the
appointment - of Boards of
Management is contrary to the
principles of Cooperation,

3. All Unions give their
member societies a dividend on
the Share Capital nop exceed-
ing 6%,. The maximum limit
is legally imposed through the
law and the by-laws of Coop-
erative Sociefies.

( To be Continued )
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Phone ; 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

'We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
Building materials.
Agents for; Messrs, Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram :  ““Yarlunion®’.
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Tile Future of Onion Marketing

It is high time societies and the Northern Division Agricultural Producers
Cooperative Union started marketing onions on a cooperative basis. They
should start this, on a trial and error basis, while the Guaranteed Price Scheme

is in operation.

This is the considered view
of Mr. S. Candiah, Honorary
Secretary, Northern Division
Cooperative Federation, who
feels that with a question mark
hanging over the present sys-
tem of marketing, it’s time the
Cooperative Movement did
something about it. There have
been reports recently that the
Governmentintendsdoingaway
with the subsidy scheme. BSo,
he stresses, we should not be
caught napping. At present,
the NDAPC Union channels
the commodity through the
Cooperative Wholesale Esta-
blishment.

Clash of interests

He points out that producer
interests favour the removal of
the controlled price while con-
sumer interests favour its re-
tention. The controlled price
costs the Government, at pre-
sent, Rs, 70 lakhs by way of
subsidy. This is considered a
heavy drain on the national

i S S R

GrAL i_gh Commissioner’s

income and some circles have
been urging the removal of the
subsidy. This campaign, Mr.
Candiah points out, would
naturally and inevitably cul-
minate in the removal of the
~Guaronteed Price Scheme, not
the controlled price.

Mr. Candiah also drew at-
tention to the clamour of vest-
ed interests for the removal of
the barrier at Elephant Pass.
Underlining the danger behind
this, Mr. Candiah said “if the
barrier were removed, woe unto
the producers and the coops’.
He pointed out that the bar-
rier had made possible hitherto
the operation of the staggered
GPS throughout the year; it
had also helped to even out
the supply, thus avoiding a
glut.

He stressed that this is the
opportune moment 1o experi-
ment with a cooperative mar-
keting scheme when we have
all the protection afforded by

Assurance

I shall spare no efforts to
gee that the chank trade keeps
moving. H

This was the assurance given
by His Excellency Humayun
Khan Panni, Pakistan High
Commissioner, to the repre-

sentatives of the Northern Di-
'vision Fishermen’s Coopera-

tive Societies Union. He said
that chanks was one of the
items included in the trade
pact between Pakistan and
Ceylon. This trade pact had
yet to be ratified by the Gov-
eroment of Ceylon. His EX-
cellency said that Pakistan’s
interest in buying Ceylon
chanks was as high as our in-
terest in selling them. Stating
that Ceylon chanks were the
best, he szid thet they were
aged to make bangles, buttons
etc. He assured the Union
representatives that he would
put them in touch with trade
sources in Pakistan.

No Orders

Mr. S. Stanislaus, President
NPFCSU pointed out that
though the cooperative sector
had been given the monopoly
of chank exports, the private
traders bere had successfully
prevented any orders being

made. Therefore chank fish-
ermen were suffering.. He ap-
pealed to the Pakistan High
Commissioner to use his good
offices to see that importers in
Pakistan purchase their re-
quirements from the Union.
He promised that the Union
would supply nothing but qua~-
lity chanks.

A representative of the chank
fishermen alleged that the ex-
istence of a foreign exchange
racket was one of the reasons
why there was a reluctance to
place orders with the Union.
He suggested that the Pakistan
Government deal directly with
the Union : this would ensure
quality chanks and also eli-
minate any hanky-panky.

Mr. T. Gunanayagam, DFL
pointed out that though the
Union had the export mono-
poly, it had not begin to oper-
ate in practice because the tra-
ders were blocking it.

Mr. P. Coomaraswamy, AC
CD Jaffna West, suggested that
coopsratives in Pakistan be
urged to import chanksthrough
the Ugnion here.

Mr.P.Govindaswamy,Range
Inspector, moved the vote of
thanks.

{ Qualifications:—

fication
Age:—21—335.

start.

WANTED

, Applications are invited for the post of Clerk at the
| Vavuniya North MPCS Union.

Minimum Bducational qualifications :—8.S.C. or equi-
valent, and Cooperative Training School Certificate. A
| knowledge of Typewriting (English) will be an added quali-

Security :—Cash Rs. 1,000/-.
Salary :—Rs. 125/- per mensem (all inclusive) at the

The salary will be increased according to merit.:
Applications close on 20-2-68.

Vavuniya North MPCS Union Ltd,,

Honorary Secretary,

Nedunkerny.

the GPS, the barrier and the
subsidy. In the absence of
these three, it would be very
hazardous to operate a coop-
erative marketing system; with-~
out these cushions this experi-
ment in cooperative marketing

* would not be able 1o stand the

strain nor would it have much
chance of stabilising itself.
According to Mr. Candiah, if
we fail to launch this scheme
now, we'll always rue it be-
cause we would have missed
the bus. More than that, our
very existence would be at
stake, with our chances of sur-
vival very slim indeed.

Mr. Candiah concluded by
stating that cooperative orga-
nisations are net mere com-
mission agents nor should they
try to play the role of a mid=-
dleman or a private irader.
‘They—especially secondary so-
cieties—should facilitate the
operation of primary societies
in accordance with known

principles of cooperation.

‘Feeding the Cattle
A Problem’

Feeding the cattle properly
is a big problem here. Asa
result’ it’s difficult to make
much profits through the sale
of milk, stated Mr.K. N. Jaya-
seelan DAEQ, speaking ata
meeting of the Vali West Coop
Dairy Society. He went on to
say that lack of pasture-lands
was a factor to -be reckoned
with here.

Dr. T. Shanmugalingam, Ve-
terinary Surgeon who spoke
next, pointed out that in coun-
tries like New Zealand, there
were extensive pasture-lands:
that was why they were able to
export milk foods. He sug-
gested that dairy societies
make full use of the pasture-
land available at Kilinochchi.
He regretted that dairy socie-
ties had so far not made use of
this opportunity, though the
Government had offered them
these lands. He advised them
to get their cattle vaccinated
and to go in'for mixed breeds,
as they were more disease-re-
sistant,

Mr. N, Shanmugam, Govt.
Farm Manager said that cattle-
breeding was not so profitable
here owing to the lack of cat-
tle food.

Mr. K. Ramanathan sup-
gested that dairy societies re-
gularly get down experts to
advise them on the best way
of overcoming the problems
facing them,

Mr. T. Mylvaganam, Secre-
tary, then moved the following
resolutions :.

@ Since the price of cattle
food has increased, the
price of a pint of milk
should be raised teo 55 cts.

® The services of the Veteri-
nary Surgeon should be
made available to our So-
ciety.

® The members should be
instructed in the latest me-
thods of catile-raising.

® The members should be
taught how to preserve
surplus milk.

@ SSC educated girls should
be encouraged to take to
dairy-farming.

Onion Production Doubled

Onion production in the . Jaffna Peninsula has almost dou-
bled within the last ten years, according to statistics compiled
by the Northern Division Agricultural Producers Cooperative

Union.

Accelerated Production

In 1958, the total produc-
tion was 208,054 cwts. whereas
last year it was 381,105 cwts.
The statistics reveal that pro-
duction was accelerated from
1965, the year in which the
monthly staggered pricescheme
came into operation. In 1965
and ’65 the annual production
figures were 324,583 cwis. and
339,030 cwts. respectively.

Going on the basis that the
present rate of consumption is
40,000 cwts. a month, Ceylon
needs 5 lakhs cwts. of red
onions a year. Last year, there
was a shortfall of only one
lakh, and that too owing to
the rains: otherwise cultiva-
tors could have produced at

least 50,000 cwts. more, ac-
cording to knowledgeable

sources.

Two Seasons

There are two seasons and
the peak production months
are March and August. The
vacuum existing between Nov-
ember—February 1is filled in
March ; thereafter production
tapers off till August when the
vacuum is filled again and the
pattern repeats itself. It has
been suggested that there is
under-supplying in July be-
cause the price is low, The
statistics show that production
is generally higher between
July—December than between
January—June.

Trebled ¢

The income of onion culti-
vators has trebled within the
last decade. In 1958, cultiva-
tors earned Rs, 4 million thr-
ough onions: now the income
is Rs. 12 million,

‘Away With the
Controlled Price’

The Government should do away with the controlled price

for red onions,

This was one of the resolu-
tions passed by MPCSS of
Vali Bast at a seminar held by
the Northern Division Agri-
cultural Producers Cooperative
Union.

The representatives also de-
cided to request the Govern-
ment to revise the monthly
GPS prices, to continue the
GPS for onions and to keep
the barrier a1 Elephant Pass,

Mr. S. Ambalavanar, Presi-
dent NDAPC, warned that the
Government was considering
giving up the subsidy for red
onions. Therefore they should
arm themselves to meet such
an eventuality. It was to find
out the views of the member-
societies that the NDAPC
Union was holding these se-

minars. Referring to the de-
mand to lift the barrier at Ele-
phant Pass, Mr. Ambalavanar
said that the removal of the
barrier would be harmful to
the cultivator. It was the bar-
rier and the subsidy that ena-
bled them to operate success-
fully.

Mr. S. Ganeshan, Adminis-
trative Secretary NDAPC, said
that if cooperators lived up to
cooperative principles and
dealt only with coops, then the
GPS could be given up with-
out the producers being ad-
versely affected,

Mr. 8. Candiah, Honorary
Secretary NDCF  suggested
that it was time that the NDA
PC explored the possibility of
adopting a cooperative mar-
keting system,

and English will be preferred.

after confirmation.

WANTED A CLERK FOR NDCF
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GCE (Ordinary) with passes in six subjeets including Arith-
metic or Mathematics and Tamil Language.

Additional qualifications in Shorthand and Typewriting

Age :—Between 20 years and 35 years.

Salary :—Rs. 150/- per month (all inclusive) during the
probationary period and Rs. 200/- per month (all inclusive)

Security' Deposit payable Rs. 500/-.
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als before 29-2-68 to the Honorary Secretary, Northern Di-
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