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COMMENTARY

PLEASANTER RAIL JOURNEY S

Several inadequacies were evident in the rail-

way arrangements for the pilgrims who attended -

the big Hindu Festival of Mahasivarathiri at Thiru-
ketheeswaram on Feb. 26—27. There was no Spe-
cial Train for the forward journey and the large
number of pilgrims who travelled from the North
had to spend several hours at Madawachchi. For
the return journey on Feb, 27 a Special Train ran
from Mannar to Anuradhapura, two bogeys being
attached thereafter to the Colombo-boand Yal Devi.
Strangely enough, no bogeys were attached to the
Jafina-bound Uttara Devi. In the event, well over
300 passengers detrained from the Special and wait-
ed forthe Up Uttara Devi, where many had to do the
journey standing, Meantime, while waiting at Ma-
dawachcehi, the water tap on the platform ran dry
on that thirsty evening ; nor were there any toilet
facilities for men, the lavatory being under repairs
Much of this kind of suffering of passengers could
be avoided by a greater sense of duty on the part
of all concerned in the running of the railway ; it

.would particularly help if on a day like this top ad-

ministrators would get out of the ivory tower of the
control room and travel a while in a III class
compartment or stroll on the Madawachchi piatfcrm.

May be rolling stock is not in plenty, but is
whatever available being put to use where there are
passengers ? It is time that railway administrators
accepted the simple idea that whoever buys a ticket
is entitled to a seat. In fact, we should have already
adopted the practice prevalent elsewhere of long

~distance passengers being able to reserve numbered

seats in advance in all classes. For one thing it
would make it possible for a family to travel to-
gether. We mast get beyond the crude concept
that trains merely help to transport goods and pas-
sengers. Why not dare envisage a rail journey as
a thing of pleasure, even for those who travel in the
economy class ?

Speaking of amenities, it is not merely ,the Ma-

_dawachchi platform tap that runs dry. Often the

Down Yal Devi wash basin ‘taps are dry. Appar-
ently, once the water tanks are filled in Colombo no
replenishment of the water supply is made for the
return journey. As for refreshment, Il class pas-
sengers must make their way through the corridors
and compete with beer drinkers to buy a cup of
Ceylon tea; imported but higher priced coflee is
all that is brought to the compartments in this un-
patriotic service. And need we comment on the ever-
increasing army of rattu-cadju sellers, race-ticket
agents and beggars and minstrels of all sorts that
haunt the corridors of our erack expresses ? Nor
of shutters that wont open or fans that are not there
to ease the heat of a sultry afternoon? Nor of
the dim lights that fail to chase away the gloom of
darkest night ?

Frankly, all those who travel today can afford
to pay commensurate fares for a good service. They
would indeed, subscribe to the view that they would
prefer the nation’s railway run on its own wheels
rather than on the taxpayers’ rupees, or on political
discs.

There is of course another side to the matter,
Good administration alone cannot make for pleas-
anter travel, Passengers’ must be considerate to
each other. They must agree to form orderly
queunes in order to board trains rather than resort to
the law of the jungle, Once in, they must not re-
gard those who entrain at the next station as if they
were illicit immigrants. They must neither convert
seats into sleepers, nor corridors into luggage rooms.
The golden rule holds even when we are in motion,

of presentaticn,
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‘Tamil Theatre Suffering From
Certain Restrictions’

Compared to ihe Sinhala theatre
tions and inhibitions which operated a
Veraoa Abeysekera, Government A
organised by the Tamil Orama Panel of the Sri La

the Pradesha Kala Manram, Jaffoa,

Few Exceptions

Recalling the criticism made
by a University inteliectual
that the subject matter of Ta-
il plays was confined largely
to mythology or broad farce
dealing with the modern world,
he saigd this was generally true
with a few, hbnourable excep-
tions. Stressing that contem-

‘porary sociely was naturally

interested in contemporary
problems, Mr. Abeysekera said
that it was the responsibility
of creative writers to reflect
curient problems.  Uaferty-
nately, not all our writers were
able to turn out creative dra-
ma. Hence we should use
adaptations, like the Sinhala
theatre which had, for exam.
ple, adapted Brecht and Wil-
liams.

Another limitation of the
Tamil theatre was its method
Mr. Abeyse»
kera said he was referring not
enly to production, but also
1o acting, costuming, make-up
and sound effects,

Crying Need

Seminars of this kind, he
said, had been a crying need
for a long time in Jaffna. One
bad only 1o look around and
see the progress made’ by the
amateur Epglish and Sinhala
theatre, to realise this, In fact
it had been remarked that the
English amateur theatre in
Ceylon was superior to Eng-
land’s amateur theatre: this
was perhaps explsined by the
fact that the best talent there
was diverted to the profession-
al theatre,

Tremendous Cutput

Mr. Abeysekera said that we
should also take cognisance of
the progress made by the Sin-
hala theatre. There was a tre-
mendous output of Sinhala
plays. There was a large num-
ber of adaptations of Americ-
an, French, lialian and Eng.
Jish modern classics. The Sin-
hala theatre was also experi-
menting with new modes of
production : Mr. Abeysekera
said he was thinking not of
Dr. Sarathchandra’s stylised
thezstre but of naturalistic
drama,

Emphasising that anyone
who was interested in theatre
must first begome a student of
it, he said we should learn
standards of dramalic appre-
ciation. -

We should open wide our
doors and windowsand accept
foreign influences. He con-
cluded by expressing the hope
that this Seminar would help
to revitalise this wondesful art
form.

Inactive _
' Dr.S. Vithiananthan, Chait-

man Tamil Drama Panel, said
that unfortunately most of the
Pradesha Kala Manrams in
Ffamil-speaking areas had been
inactive during the last few
years. For instance, the Baiti-
caloa Pradesha Kala Mapram
had not been functioning well
for the last 5 years. The Maa-
par PKM had been acive for
the last 4 vears,

Undramatic

Dr. Vithiananthan also ob-
served that most of the sCripts
submitied to the Tamil Drama
Papel were undramatic. The
perpetrators were well- known
writers. The reason for this
was that many thought that
play-wriling was very sim-
ple. It was oply when you
attempted to write a play that
you realised it was an art and
a craft which requires much
conceniration and effort, ] hey

-should be prepared to learn.

He who writes under the spell
of the theatre does so because
what he has to saycan only be

, the Tamil theatre seems to suffer from certain restric-
tdifferent levels and were of different kinds, observed Mr,
gent, Jaffaa, declaring open a Seminar on Tamil Drama,
aka Sahitiya Mandalaya in association with

said through the dramatic me«
dium, 3 :

Local Talent Neglected

Kalaiarasu K. Chornalin.
gam, who chaired the discus-
sions on play production, said
that drama was an index of
the vitality of a culture. Drama
belped to refine our thoughts
and emotions and enriched the
language. He depiored the
fact that those in authority
neclected local artistes who
were really talented, while
making a song and dance
about third-rate visiting artise
tes.

The Seminar deali both with
the writing and production of
plays. Messrs., 8, Velupiliai,
B ~hanmugasunderam, E. Sj.
vananthan, A.T, Poonuthurai,
M. Shaomuganathan, E. niye
rugaiyan, E. Mahadeva, S.
Kathiresarpiliai and K Sceka-
lingam read papers on various
aspects of play.wriling and
production,

‘MARKED PROGRESS'

There was marked progress
in all the activities of the Mar-
keting Department in the Jaffna
L istrict in 1966/67, <tates the
Progress R=port of the: D-.
partment. It points out thag
the year had been a very satis-
factory one compared to the
previous years,

Given below is the full text
of the Progress Report :

The year had been a very
satisfactory one when com-
pared to the previcus years.
There has been a marked pro-
gress in all the activities of the
Department.

1. Vegetable Colletiions
There was an appreciable

increase in the collections of .

vegetables in
at Chunnakam, Chavakach-
cheri and Kilinochchi. The
figures givenbelow will indicate
the progress made with regard
to the collection of vegetables.

our centres

1965/66
Vepetables 301,208 Ibs.
Fruits 1,324,78 ¢ Nos.
1966/67
Vegetables 606,436 Ibs,
Fruits 1,494,426 Nos.

During the tomato season
when the prices slumped to
8 cts, perlb. the department
fixed a floor price of 16 cis.
and 20 cts. respectively for the
two varieties of tomatoes, This
scheme though viewed scepti-
cally by a faw producers turn-
ed out to be very successful.
The purchase of tomato at
floor prices reached an all time
record of 200,000 lbs. out of

an estimated production of
325,000 lbs.. Tomatoes were
sent to the Colombo and Kane
dy Cold Rooms in military
vehicles which were placed at
our disposal by the army au-
thorities.

2. Mention must also be
made of the incentive offired
to the producers this year. In
the past, payments were made
to the producers through the
NDAPC Union. This natur-
ally resulted in payments being
delayed unduly. = This yzar,
this praciice was done away
with and payments were made
on the spot to the producers
through the respective MPCS
Societies.

3. The Race Course fair in
Colombo was a welcome out-
let for the disposal of our ve-
petables. Though the fair was
organised somewhere in lune
this year the total quantiiy of
vegetables and fruits sent to
the fair alone amounted to
168,254 |bs. Items such ag
Karana Yams whizh have ab-
solutely no demand in Colom-
bo were also despatched in
fairly large quantities.

{2) Fairs

Out of the 400 fairs in the
entire island 73 are locaied in
Jaflna, Except for the Sunday
Fair at Chankanai and the
Sunday Fair at Thunukkai
where the depariment had to

“step in to encourage the pro-

ducers and ensure  fair prices,

all the other fairs functioned

satisfactorily, Incidentally, the
(Continued on page 7)
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‘MONUMENTi ™ AERE
PERENNIUS’

I wonder why people who
wish to perpetuate the memo-
ries of great personagescontin-
ue to erect statues, Once the
ballyhoo of the ceremonial
unveiling is over, the statue
becomes a neglected orphan,
_except when on the aniversary
of the birth or death of the
subject, someone remembers
to throw a garland round its
neck Usually even this an-
nual courtesy is forgotten and
the statue becomes instead of
an ornament to the landscape,
an eyesore. Its no;mal fate
is to become the resting place
of crows which with total uo-
concern disfigure it with their
droppings.

One can certainly think of
more appropriate modes of
honouring the memory of
worthy people. A Library, a
Community Hall, a University
Chair, a Park, a Playing Ficld,
with adequate endowment to
maintain the memerial in good
shape would ' be more worth-
while monuments, more in acc-
ord with the spiris of the times
and probably more io ftune
with the contribution of the
personage concerned to the
nationa) weal. There is how-
ever aneclement of competition
in this matter of erection
of statues. If X’s admirers put
up a.statue to do him honour,
g kith and kin .or admirers
regard it as an affront to his
memory, if a similar monu-
ment in bronze or marble is
not likewise installed. Then
7’5 claim to immortality 1s
blazoned forth and another
statue comes up. Is it not
time to end this futile pastime?

These reflexions have been
nrovoked by what one has
yeard and read about the pro-
posal made at the time of the
Madras Conference and cou-
nected festivities to erect a
statue to Arumuga Na\{alar. It
seems to methat the grievance
felt and expressed by theCeylon
Tamils over the failure of the
Madras worthies to have
thought of erecting a statue to
Navalar in conuexion with the

ag programme is miscon-
gel?vgl. pAl:‘:gar! from the tech-
nical point that statues were
donated by interested parties
and that po one had offered
Navalar’s statue, Ceylon
Tamils should realise that
Navalar does not loom s0
large in contemporary South
as - -
{:Tlg\lr:lar performed a historic
task in Ceylon. When Chris-
tian Missionaries launched a
ilitant campaign to Win Over
Ee Hindus of Ceylon to
Christianity, Arumuga Navalar
spearheaded the counter thrust
and carried the war into the
enemy’s camp. He embodied
§n himself the vitality of ren-
ascent Saivism; and through
a life dedicatqd to _the
defence of Saivism agaiust
jgnorant and malicious as-
saults, Navalar attained in
Ceylon a stature that few
others have done during the
19th and 20th centuries. But
from.the nature of things, his
impact on India, though not
pegligible, could not have been
commensurate,  So il seems
that for our friends _fro:n
Ceylon to have - taken it for
granted that Navalar's emin-
ence was as gelf-evident to
<.-uth India as to Ceylon ‘was

he does in Ceylon.

rather naive. And it may be
that Arumuga Navalar’s most
spectacular performance in
South India was his contro-
versy with Ramalinga Swami,
With- Navalar devotess it is
even today a sensitive theme
and I shall not go into any
details lest I give unintention-
al offence. But it looks as
though Ramalinga Swami is
growing in stature and that
his influence has spread and
is continuing to spread in
South India. The mission of
the Samarasa Sanmargha Sa-
bha is to spread Ramalinga
Swami’s teachings. The late
Tiru V.Kalyanasundara Muda-
liyar a reputable Tamil Scholar
of South India was a life-long
devotee of Ramalinga Swa-
mi. And I remember read-
ing that A. S. Gnanasam-
bandhan, one of the modern
and modernist literary critics
in South India, has recently
written a full-length study of
Ramalinga Swami’s writings
and bas won some award for
the thesis. In these circums-
tances it would not bs sur-
prising to find South India
unaenthusiastic about Navalar,

The Ceylon Tamils in their

enthusiasm for Navalar seem

to have done to him what the
Athenians are said to have
done to Aristides. They prais-
ed him -so much that from
sheer human perversity a coun-
ter movement sprang up. It
is said that one Athenian vo-
ter proclaimed that he was
going to vote against Arise
tides, merely because he had
become weary of hearing him
described always as Aristides
the Just. The very genuine
and deserved admiration the
Ceylon Tomils feel ‘and ex-
press for Navalar may have
had the same effect on Tamils
elscwhere. An incident which
occurred about 40 yerrs ago
illustrates what I have in mind.
A distingunished Tamil scholar
from India was addressing a
gathering in a school hall. He
had been speaking for about
15 minutes when a member of
the audience left his seat, went
to another part of the hall,
removed Navalar’s picture
from the wall and placed it
before the lecturer. 1 did not
understand what it was all
about. But the lecturer did.
He paid his respects to Naval-
ar in choice diction. A tri-
bute to Navalar was expected
and it had not been delivered.
So it had to be extorted.

MNor should it be forgotien
that Navalar wag a professing
and practising Saivite—a the-
ist in every fibre of his being.
The party in power in Madras
today are the heirs of those
who went about smashing im-
agesof Ganesha and doing
militant rationalist, agnostic
anti-religious propaganda. To
expect thatsuch a group of its
own accord would be moved
to pay homage to Navalar
secems feeble-minded. One
significant episode that rein-
forees this conclusion has been
noted and commented on
by the press in both India and
Ceylon.
laid out in a special Pandal in
Madras beach was opened,
there was no invocation to
God. It opened with an invoca-
tion to Mother Tamil (51905
sl aemrssw). When Ra-
jaji noticing the omission, ask-
ed D. M. Sounthararajan who
had sung this invocation, why

{ Continued on page 7)

When the Exhibition .

Cooperatives and Economic Development

( Continued from our last issue)

Israel provides a highly in-
teresting example of regional
development. The agricultural
cooperative movement is based
on a network of moshav and
kibbutz farms, which are of
extreme importance for the
national economy. First of
all, a complex network of agri-
cultural villages were organis-
ed, followed by a modern rural
industry based on mechanisa-
tion and technological advan-
ces ; lastly, development zones
were marked out with the kib-
butzim and moshavin as their
focussing points. Each of these
planning zones consists of a
number of cooperative villages
linked together to form region-
al undertakings for the pro-
cessing of farm produce, small-
scale industrial production and
marketing,

In another important sector
of cooperation, we cannot pass
over the admirzble achieve-
ments in Sweden with their
outstanding repercussions on
the economy of that country.

The Swedish Federation of
Consumer Cooperatives, gen-
erally known under the initials
K,F., is responsible for the
purchasing, production and
distribution of consumer goods
on behalf of 1,003,00 mem-
bers, nearly all heads of fami-
lies, out of a total population
of only 7,700,000.

The Swedish cousumer co-
operatives, with a staff of
21,443 employees (1965 fig-
ures) set up their own factories

housing cooperatives are mak
ing an important contribution
to the solving of the housing

problem within the framework

of national housing policies.

Cooperative action in those

couniries is not only providing

accommodation on favourable

terms for families in the lower

income brackets but is also

creating a social environment

in which other forms of coop-

eration can develop to the

benefit of the community at

large.

In Poland, the cooperative
crafts and small industries have
an important part to playin
the five-year plan for the eco-
nomic ' development. of that
country. There are already
354 craft cooperatives for the
supply of materials and the
sale of products, whose mem-
bers are more than 45,000 out
of the 139,000 owners of small
handicraft undertakings in the
country, i.¢, about 32 per cent.
According to the statistics for
the end of 1965, the total turn-
over of these cooperatives
reached the figure of 7,039
million zlotys. Under the new
economic plans, this should be
increased to 10,600 million
zlotys, when cooperatives will
have been set up in every dis-
trict and locality where craft
activities warrant them; in
this way, the cooperatives will
be able to help small crafts-
men in villages and minor
towns., The network of ware-
houses, transport and raw ma-
terial processing undertakings
will be extended. Particular

by Samuel

Ruiz Lujarn

to bring prices down and en-
sure better quality—an ex-
tremely effective answer to the
great commercial monopolies.
In 19635, K.P. sales totalled
approximately 4,000 million
crowns.

Valuable Contribution

With regard to the problem
of housing, the expefience of
a number of countries has
shown that cooperation can
make a very valuable contri-
bution to the solving of this
major social problem with iis
incalculable, even  though
sometimes indirect, repercus-
sions on economic develop-
ment. I would like here again
to quote the example of Swe-
den, where the admirable ef-
forts of the cooperative move-
ment led to the construction,
in 1965 alone, of 17,649 dwel-
lings, making an average'of 68
houses for each working day
of the year. The Swedish hous-
ing cooperatives have done
more than merely build houses
for their members (a total of

233,489 up tothe end of 1965):

they were mainly responsible
for the introduction, already
more than 40 years ago, of the
policy of providing coopera-
tive housing with modern fit-
tings and all services while at
the same time keeping con-
struction costs to a minimum.
In Spain too, housing coop-
eratives are playing an import-
ant role in the social and eco-
nomic development of the
country. After building 47,000
dwellings during 1965-1965,
the cooperatives are now puts
ting forward an ambitious plan
for at Izast 80,000 dwellings
under the National Housing
Plan, a figure equivalent to 30
per cent. of all dwellings built
under State sponsorship.

4n Chile apd Colombia,

importance is attached in Pol-
and to the coordination. of
handicrafts with the geperal
requirements and  tasks of the
national economy.

Industrial Coops

In MexXico, interesting ex-
periments have -been made in
the field of industrial coopera-
tives, with important results
for the social and economic
improvement of the country.
Special mention is due to eo-
operatives in the cement indus-
try, printing and sugar. One
cooperative cement facior
“La Cruz Azul” is the secon};:i
largest in the country.

To accelerate the necessary
process of sccial change which
should accompany economic
development, cooperatives

have been established in sever-
al countries of Asia, including
India and Pakistan, whose aim
might becalled “*better living”.
The goals these cooperatives
set themselves include :

(a) theeliminationof patterns
of behaviour that are detri-
mental to the cooperatives’
members ;

(b) the improvement of their
physical, moral and spiritual
conditions;

(c) theelimination of wastage
and the cultivation of the habit
of saving ;

(d) the spread of good hygiene
and the organisation of conta-
gious disease control ;

() the awakening of a sense
of human dignity and the will
to struggle against corruption;

(f) educational assistance to
members and their children
and encouragement of cultur-
al activities to occupy leisure
time ;

(g) the promotion of all
measures capable of encourag-
ing savings, community soli-
darity, and personal effort.

In Japan, about 6,000 farm
cooperatives provide medical
services, organise sociak wel-
fare federations and set up
hospitals and. clinics whose
medical staff now totals over
1,000,

In Ceylon, many medical
service cooperatives have been
set up, nearlyall of which have
their own hospitals, In Ni-
geria, cooperative centres for
materniiy proteetion have been
set up, and in Sudan there are

_ cooperative chemist stores.

In Tanzania, one of the
most modern secondaryschools
has been built with funds pro-
vided by the cooperatives,

In Japan, acooperative pub-
lishing house not only produ-
ces books but organises cul-
tural programmes in villages
and training courses, produces
films and records and operate
an information cenire on la-
bour and welfare questions.

I would end by quoting the
words of a former Prime Min-
ister of Western Nigeria pay-
ing tribute to the part played
by cooperatives in social dev-
elopment:

“Thanks to their essentially

democratic structure, the co=.

operatives have greatly help~
ed [the] citizens [of this
country] to shoulder their
responsibilities under a sys-
tem that offers full political
freedom. Cooperation and
democracy are two insepara~
ble institutions®”.
—Coaoperative Information

%_

Family Planning

_The Family Plapning Asso=
ciation of Ceylon will hold an
Exhibition at St. John's Col-
lege, Jaffoa, on March 2lst
and 2Znd.

The Exhibition which will
open on the 21st afternoon
will, among other things,
feature 20 plastic wall pacels
depicting the history of Family
Planning.

On the same day, there will
be a Eluund Table Discussion
on Formula for Success jn
Family Planning, and a Public
Meeting whith will be addres-
sed by Lady Rama Rau
{(World President of the Inter=
national Planned Pareanthood
Federation), Mis. A, B. Wadia
(President All Indiz Family
Plansirg  Association), D r.
(Mrs.) Zarina Fazelbhoy (Pak-
istan Family Planning Asso-
ciation) and Dr, R, P, Lohini
(Family Planning Association

Nepal).

The foreign delezates will
be in Ceylon from March
i18th—23rd to attend the In-
dian Oc=an Regional Conier-
ence of the International Plan-
ned Parenthood Federation.
Since this Conference coincides
with the 15th Anhiversary of
the Family Planning Assncia~
tion of Ceylon, the Assnciation
has planned to give a boost to

family planning throughout
the island. '
Pk

‘Our Misfortune’

~ It is our misfortune that we
could not reap the full bene-

fits of Mr. M, Mathibalasin- '

gham’s service, states the Va-
vuniya District Cooperative
Union in a messzge of cone
dolence sent to kis widow.

\___"'
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Rice ahd Curry—MNo
Cakes and Ale—Yes

I believe it was Confucius
who said that the more laws
you have, the more crime there
will be. :

When a law is unrealistic
and goes against the grain, as
it were, it is almost certain
that it will be observed in the
breach.

I dont know whether the
Emergency (Restriction of
Meals) Regulations, No. I of
1968, which came into force
recently, has any loepholes
but I’'m quite sure that a num-
ber of people are racking their
brains trying to find the leaks
in the dyke.

According to the regulations
‘“No food shall be served at
any function at any place
whatsosver, if the persons pre-
sent at that function exceed
one hundred in number”., As
far as I’'m concerned that’s
that, and there’s no getting
out of it: in fact the net has
been cast so wide that for the
purpose of ascertaining “the
number of persons present at
a function, every person who
is proved to have been invited
to the function shall be deem-
ed to have attended the func-
tion. So even invisible guests
will have their heads counted.

Now, the idea behind all
this is good, no doubt. These
are hard times and austerity is
certainly needed. But as far
as I can remember, even dur-
ing wartime there weren’t such
siringent regulations. And if
we’re to believe the papers,
production has never hit such
targets as mow. Paddy pro-
duction is supposed to have
soared skywards, asalso the
cultivation of subsidiary food-
stuffs. Then why this drastic
curb on consumption? Won't
the forced' slackening of de-
mand ultimately hit the pro-
ducer ? :

There’s also the cultural as-
pect. Weddings, funerals and
other momentous events have
over the centuries acquired a
deep cultural significance for
us, and one has to perform
one’s social obligations to
one’s relatives and friends, Of
course this should not be made
an excuse for conspicuous
consumption on a grand scale
but the limit certainly need
not be one hundred.

If any innocent thinks that
these Regulations will bridle
the top set as well as you and
me, he’s way off target. The
Gazette Notification  states
quite specifically that nothing
in the Regulations shall apply
to functions organised by for-
eign Diplomatic Representa-
tives in Ceylon or High Com-
missioners in Ceylon of any
part of Her Majesty’s Domigi-

by Jay

ons or any member of the staff
of such Representative or
Commissioner (provided such
member is not a citizen of
Ceylon) or foreign Consuls or
Trade Commissioners in Cey-
lon. | appreciate that our
laws cannot bind foreign diplo-
mats, High Commissioners,
Consuls and Trade Commis-
sioners. But what will happen
in practice is that ' our jet set
(including journalists who
campaigned  vigorously for
these austerity regulations) will,
as usual, get themselves invit-
ed to functions organised by
the above-mentioned persons.
So while most of us cannot
collectively enjoy our rice and
curry, the affluent can quite
legitimately enjoy their cakes
and ale. Isn’t that, after all,
the natural order of things?
Austerity for the many, pros-
perity for the few,

Now that we’re on the sub-
ject of law in its cultural set-
ting, I would like to cile an=
other example of how our
modern law-makers tend to
ignore our habits and customs.
Most hair-dressers in Jaffna
are their own employers, work-
ing either singly or in partner-
ship. Under the labour laws
they have to knock off on one
day of the week. Earlier they
were allowed to keep their
saloons open on Poya day and
close on the day after. But
owing to a few blacklegs, this
arrangement has now been re-
voked and all saloons are
closed on Poya days. This
means that the office worker
will have perforce to gb about
looking like the Beailes, for
montihs on end or take a day
off merely to get his hair cut
and/or his beard trimmed.
How much simpler it will be

if the law realises that it’s only

on our weekly off-day that we
customarily aftend to these
things. Unfortunately, law—
like love—is blind.

The Uses of Success

Success, like adversity, has
its uses, The Opposition’s suc-
cess at the Kalmunai by-elec»
tion, seems to have mellowed
their attitude somewhat to-
wards the minorities, The fair
Leader of the Opposition now
assures us that our “self res-
pect and welfare is as much
our concern as the self respect
and welfare of all - other sec-
tions of the people. I have no
doubt that Kalmunai will be
the beginning of the end of
communal politics in Ceylon®.
How nice of her to assure us
that we are yet wanted in the
land of our birth. Let’s hope
she doesn’t suffer from loss of
memory if and when she’s
back in power. Or will another
election reversal make the Op-
position bare their fangsagain?
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Mahatma Gandhi ‘set the
development of an integrated
personality as the goal of edu-
cation. His scheme of basic
education was-'conceived with
this goal in view. Politicians
however limited the meaning
of this education to signily
only a craft-centred education,
calculated to lead the down-
trodden Indian nation towards
the political goal of Swaraj.
But when Swaraj was obtain-
ed,they declared that Gandbi's
scheme was out-moded.. They
dropped it from all their plan-
ning and develcpmental pro-
grammes.
laid more and more on techno-

logical advancement, scientific
progress and centralised pro-.

duction. They planned to pro-
duceon Indian soil the West-
ern-particularly the American-
type of living and progress.
Loyalty to human values was
gradually abandoned and man
was sought to be trained to
live only for the present. The
individual was wholly lost
sight of and his allrouad de-
velopment was no longer the
concern of the educators or the
planners.

But unfortunately, techno-
logical development alone is
not the real development of
man. This has no doubt helped
to develop his intellect. This
has no doubt enabled him to
upnravel the mysteries of Na-
ture, to make Atom bombs and
Hydrogen bombs, to plan
trips to the moon and Mars.
But intellect is not his whole
life.' There are the moral and
spiritnal sides, the social and

ITE

Stress came to be

ever he did, he did with pride,
did well, and to the 'best. of
his ability. He had a con-
science throbbing with life and
vitality, which set standards
of performance for him, which
be could not lail or dodge.
The introdaction of the west-
ern ways of life, in education,
in actual living, in administra-
tion, has dulled the edges of
that conscience. Its wvoice fs
hardly heard. Man bhas mno
longer to obey the ipner men-
tor. He hasno daly to him-
self, no responsibility to so-
ciety. The village school
master by his dedication had
succeeded in evolving a degree
of integration in the ' personal-
ity of the child under him, by
his own example. Modern
education bas woefully lailed
to achieve this In the least
measure. 1 he spirit of dedi-
cation is absent.

The culture of India through
the centuries has been an un-
broken heritage of love and
compassion to all creation.
The cult of vegetarianism is
alsoanexpression of thislegacy
of love. The Indian constitu-
tion declared the Union to be
a secular state, The easiest
thing for an undeveloped se-
cular state was quite naturally
to shed religion and all that it
stood for—existing moral, so-
cial and spiritual valucs. Faith
and devotion, love and com-—
passion, tolerance and the
spirit of compromise, and simi-
lar other cultural values were
given up, just as one changes
a shirt. These elements in
Indian life had built up the

by M. ARUNACHAL A IVI
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‘the creative sides to his life,

and no attention seems to
have been paid to these under
the present day education.
Undue emphasis on science
and technology, to the detri-
ment of moral aod spiritual
values, has resulted in lopsided
development. The anti nation-
al, anti=social and disintegrat-
ing tendencies we See among
ibe younger generation today
are the direct out-come of this
neglect.

Degenerated

The personality of the indi-
vidual has degenerated. No-
bler human values do not
appear to exist for him., Edu-
cation is only a passport for
employment. Even play and
games are only for competi-
tion and personal glamour;
they have nothing to do with
the building of bodily physique
or of perfect health, Study
of literatuie is only for enjoy-
ment and for blind fanatic
loyalty, not for widening his
vigion or for building up better
human understanding and love
of his own culture and heri-
tage. Art is for art’s sake
only for epjoyment through
the senses, not for ennobling
the spirit and for leading him
to higher things beyond the
senses,

The educated man does not
feel any duty to the State or
any responsibility to society;
but on the other hand, he
claims all manner of rights
and privileges from both.

But so long as we had the
village school master teaching
g few children in the open
verandah of the village inn or
we were able to
evolve the average man as a
responsible social being ; what-

. give an

religion which was in the
wider sense the manifestation
of the ideal of Universal Bro-
therhood and compassion to
all ereation.

When these values were
discarded, paturally it affected
Indian life in its entirety. To
example, a gpation
which did not realise its res-
ponsibility to itself cannot be
expected to be self-supporting.
Otherwise, how are we to ex-
plain the food shortage in
India, where we bhave good
land and a- kind soil, proper
monsoons, and a wonderful
irrigation system anda very
large population of the work-
ing class which was for thous-
ands of years agriculturists?
Besides we bad an unbroken
administration for twenty
years after Independence, But
production of food seems to
have been nobody’s responsi-
bility. 'We have therefore
emerged as a nation of chronic
beggars.

Fond Day-dreaming

The present unrest and dis-
turbances all over the country
on the language issue do not
do credit to a civilized society.
Considering the fact that edu-
cated young men are concern-
ed in all these acts of violence
and destruction, it only goes
to prove that education has
not brought social integration
any nearer. National leaders
and governments talk so much
of emotional integration. A
national pledge is alsa circulat-
ed by the Government of India
among educational institutions
and the like, for adoption. But
it is nothing short of fond day-
dreaming to imagine that real
unity can be ushered in by
reciting a verbal stereo-typed

3RATED MA

3

pledge:  Most of the pupils
and the people at large do not
know the significance of the
pledge nor do they appear to
care for it. Integration @is
comprebensive of the entirs
personality of the individual.
There is no compartmentalism
there: there is no such thing as
emotional integration, social
integration or spiritual integra-
tion. All attempts to develop
one aspect of the child’s being
will only result in a warped
personality. This is witnessed
by the fact that children and
adults who desire every thing
for their languags do not hesi-
tate to destroy their own
schools and school property.
In the race for the so-called
intellectual advancement, all
social, aeshetic, cultural values
bave been discarded. The
concept of nationhcod has not
yet been realised, .

A Stranger

Gandhi had said as early zs
1937 that learping school sub-
Jects in a foreign tongue had
made him a stranger even in
his own home. But today we
can say that the type of secy-
lar education that i being im-=
parted in our schools and
colleges has made the pupil
not ouly a stranger in his own
home but has a2lso made him

« spurn the home, the culture,

the beritages the way of life
and all the family values that
the home stands for. The bay

may perhaps learn his subjects

today
tongues.

in his own mother
This is immaterial.

School education has taught

him to despise the ideals of
family relationship, the ideals
of plain living and, high think-
ing, the loftiness of the spirit,
the higher spiritual wvalues
which had shaped his fore-
fathers. Instead of training
him in permanent values, it
has set before him ideals of
only transient things, .in dress
and food, in living and travel,
in the mode of enjoyment and
evenin the manner of thinking,
The new writing, Indian and
foreign, that is flooding the
country, the film shows, the
radio, the visual advertise-
ments, are all contributing in
their own measure towards
the disintegration of the per-
sonality of man, The set-
back in cultural values that
we have received in the twenty
years after Independence had
never been equalled in the
past history of the nation.
The contentment ‘and solace
which the pupil and the citi-
zen found in his home have
been lknocked out. But no
satisfying substitute has been
given to them, They bave
lost their moorings in the
home. All social moorings,
which are almost identical
with spirittal moorings, have
been lost. Young blood itchee
for some activity, In ‘the
absence of anything soulful,
satisfying and constructive, in
the absence of anything cal-
culated to capture their im-
agination, destructive activity
comes io handy.

Leaders and legislators have
not been belpful in this regard,
Newspapers carry to him daily
tales of popular legislators
crossing the floor. The biggest
leader cleverly manipulates
votes to his side in the various
public bodies. Naturally the
younger generation tries to
model itsell on the behaviour
pattern of their elders. It is
no wonder that no organised
party in the land has the moral

(Continued on page 6{ j
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The nced for pre-packing,
delivery service for the Na-
tional Level organisations—
definite purchase policy, was
also discussed in this paper.
It also pointed out the heavy
cost involved by Uunions in
maintaining a large number of
wholesale depots for the con-
venience of private tradersand
uneconomic retail societies.

1. After the subject of Sup-
ply and Distribution was in-
troduced by the two lecturers
the question “If your had 2
choice in deciding the most
efficient and profitabl: set up
for the purchase and distribu-
tion of consumer goods thr-
ough the cooperatives, what
structure would you recom-
mend” was discussed at group
level and subsequently at a
Plenary Session. All groups

» generally agreed that there
should be an All-Island Con.
sumer Wholesale Union. This
Union, it was felt, should pro-
vide the services ‘traditionally
provided by wholesalers and
mentioned in one of the work-
ing papers on the subject. It
was also suggested that this
Wholesale Union should even
import all the goods that
would be distributed through
the cooperative nstwotk. With
referenc: to MPCS Unions,
most of the groups agreed that
the area of operation of these
Unions are too small and there-
fore they are not economically
viaple urits. Regional Whole-
sale Unions, it was feit, should
be organised on a District
basis. As regards primary so-
cicties most of the groups feli
that the area of operation of
these units should be increased
and that a primary sociely
should be a multishop society,
However there was one group
that suggested that thereshould
be a numbgr of single shop
societies.

The groups were also requ-
ested to give rzasons for re-
commending the structural
changes mentioned above: On-
ly one group listed the reasons
for structural changes recom-
mended. The reasons they
had epunciated were as fol-
lows:—

Reasons for this Change:

1. The entire distribution
and purchasing of goods is
then done by the Cooperative
Movement itself thereby eli-
minating the authorised dealer
and the midileman.

2. Controlling of activities
of the entire distribution and
purchasing of the cooperatives
would be done by the people
themselves.

3. Uniformity in principle
could be adopted since the
entire. system is directed by
the centralised authority.

4, Transport and purchas-
ing expenszs could be drastic-
ally cut, Lorries need not run
enipty or halfempty and pur-
chase officers may not be em-
ployed by Unionps.

5. Equitable distribution
could be ensured throughout
the Island —surpluses in one
area can be transferred to the
other plac:s where there isa
scarce supply.

6. It will bz easier and eco-
nomical to employ centralised
experts to give advice on mars
keting, distribution, transport
elc.

7. Ability to buy in bulk
will ensure cheap price for its
purchases.

L

Personnel Managemeat

1. The working paper on
Personnel Management des-
-eribed the functions of per-
sonnel management as acquir-
ing, developing, utilising and
retaining an gefficient work
force,

2. It was then jpointed out
that Management of emplo-
yees is vital, but it is extreme-
ly difficult and complex. In-
dividuals differ like groups.
Their needs change, they have
ambition, emotions and abili-
ty to think. In order to suc-
ceed in management, those
who are responsible, will have
to develop the technique to
ensure that the reactions and
responses of individuals and
groups with an organisation
are positive and coaducive to
organisational goals. ln order
that a Manager cando this, he
must acquire konowlzdge in
three interdependent areas—
administrative,  behavioural
and technical, as follows :—

i. Technical Knowledge—
office procedures, mechanical
uses and functions of various
depariments.

ii. Behavioural knowledge,
nature and reaction of emplo-
yees involved andtheir accept-
ance or resistance to change.

iil. ~dministrative skill in
planning the programme, tim-
ing the introduction and im-
plementing the changes.

3. The person who is most
important in personnel is the
supervisor at any level, The
staff personnel administrator
will no doubt contribute in
this process, however his role
is that of a catalyst, to encour-
age right reactions.

4. The personnel function
in an organisation was said to
consist of the following : —

1. Personnel Policies and

Procedures

2. Selection

3, Inducticn

4, Training

5. -Development

6. Supervision

7. Wage'and Benefits

8. Labour relations.

5. The staff personnel ad-
ministrator will develop broad
guide-lines and structure of a
personnel policy. However,
it will be for the supervisors
and the Managers to imple-
ment and make it work on the
job.

Staff Trainiog

1. In respect of staff train-
ing it was pointed out that
firstly it isnecessary to develop
a clear idea of the nature of
job responsibilities, complexi=
ties and skills required before
a decision is made 1o hire or
prepare a training program for
an employee. The preparation
of job description is ap im-
portant element in making a
program of staff training. The
job should not only be defired
in clear lanpuage but it will
also be necessary to handle
the job. i

2. The second step after
completing the job desecription
is to develop the standards for
selection of the employee. We
know from the job descrip-
tion, specifications required
for efficiently discharging this
jcb. Mental qualities, intelli-
gent standards and other per-
sonality tests are now availa-

* ble for determining the suita=
bility of the candidates inter-
viewed for the job, Past back-
ground and training of the
candidates will also show the

aptitude, skills and experience
for which a man is considered.
In case the man meets with the
specification, the training time
is bound to be less and train-
ing more effective. I

3. The ihird step after de-
siding the standard of selec-
tion is to prepare and deier-
mine training needs for the
job. In this respect it will be
necessaly to decide the dura-
tion of the program, the me-
thods and techniqu+s that will
be used during training, train-
ing aids that will be furnished
to employees elc,and then see
that the desired objectives are
achieved in the shortest possi-
ble time.

4. In these days of fast ex-
panding changes in business
and technology, it is necessary
for the organisation to make
plans for re-training. Finally
in order that a training pro-
gram is kept uptodate and
effective, it is necessary to eva-
luate the contribution mads
by a training programin train-
ing the employees.

5. After the presentation
of the two papers on Person-
nel Management the partici-
pants were given an exercise
to be worked out at group
level ; they were requested to
assume that they had to select
an employee from their Union
and prepare a training pro-
gramme for this,

Film Shows on Management

During the course of the
Seminar there were three film
shows in which the following
films on various aspecis of
managzment were shown to
the participants.

1.. Need for Training

2. One Thousand Hands

3. Nation of shop keepers

4. You can go a long way

5. People have ldeas

6. Grievanc: Hearing

The films on “‘Need for
Training’ and *“You can go a
long way”’ emphaised the need
for vocational training. *“One
Thousand Hands” was a film
on Community Development
work in India. *“Nation of
shop keepers” was a Biitish
production by  Associated
Films which depicted the need
for a scientific lay-outin shops.
“People Have Ide:s” ~and
“Grievance Hearing” were
films on aspecis of Personnel
Management,

Case Studies and Exercises

1. The participants = were
also given one case study and
two exercises during the course
of the Seminar. For the case
study which was done at group
level each group was given
the Balance Sheets, Trading
Accounts and Profit and Loss
Accounts of three years in three
Unions and were asked to eva-
luate the working efficiency of
these Unions by means of dif-
ferent Management ratios.

2, As regards exercises the
New System of Accounting for
MPCS Unions formulated by
Messrs. Associated Manage-
ment Services Lid., was ex-
plained to ihe participants and
an exercise was set for them
to work on the pesformancss
of design for this new system,
Later on the exercise was
worked out for the participants
explaining the Management
Controls incorporated in this
system,

As another exercise ‘of the
Seminar an attempt was also
made to formulate ratios for
the Maximum and Minimum

1:vel stocks that MPCS Uni-
ons should carry. Further an
gitempt was also made to draw
a flow chart indiciting the va-
rious internal checks that
should be adepted in MPCS
Unions.

Conclusion

In conclusion the Coopera-
tive Federation of Ceylon
wishes 1o sincerely thank the
International Cooperative Alli-
ance for the assistance they
have given us by providing us
the services of three Resouress
Personnel including one of its
Directors who was with us,
assisting us right throughout
the Seminar, the various offi-
cers of the Department of Co-
operative Development who
had so wondertulty coaperat-
ed with us in making this Se-

minar a success, the guest lec-

turers ‘who inspite of their
heavy commitments had taken
time off their work to come

inar on Coop Management

here -to Polgnlla and mak’
valuable contributions toward

the success of this Seminars
the Secretariat Staff who work=
ed day and night to ensure
that all the papers required
for this Seminar were availa-
ble in time, the Participants
for the encouraging enthusi-
asm shown and last but not
the least the Principal and the
Staff of the School of Coop-
eration for their wonderful co-
operation,

Finally let me once again
point out that the success of
this Seminar cannot bz evalu-
ated immediately. Its success
will depend to a large extent
on the nature of folov~up
action that will be taken by
the participants, the Depart-
ment of Cooperative Develop-
ment and the Coorerative Fe-
deration to implement the re-
commendations of this Na-
tional Seminar on Cooperative
Management.

in the Curriculum

There can be no doubt that
manual work in well-planned
projscts should have a place in
a hiberal curriculum. M.C.
Jack writing on the morality
of work cbserved: ‘In con-
temporary Ssociely there are
four things lacking. . .and it is
within the power and within
the duty of schools to provide
them, The first isa respzct
for good work ; the second is
a willingness for hard work ;
the third is efficiency ; and the
fourih is an ideal service to be
render.d to Society in ard
through a man’s daily work
well done™’.

In a society where material
gains are the mainspring of
action and the measuring rod
of values, people invariably
actas rivals rather than as
partners, A. E. Housman
blurted out the truth—

I, a stranger, and afraid,

In a world | mever made !”

It was William Wordsworth
who found the answer to this
dilemma:

that the Municipal authorities
wiill do away with red tape,
bribery and corruption at least
when 1t comes to public utili=
ties). The two upstair blocks
were swept, dusted and wash-
ed. The hall was dusted and
swept, All the furniture, doors .
apd windows, even the ceiling,
received the treatment they
deserved.

Immeasurable

Even by the mos{ frugal cal-
culation it would have taken
25 labourers working a whole
day to accomplish the task. It

eans it would heve cost the
school at least Rs, 125/-. Buk
the real cost was in the region
of Rs. 3U/.—1o providerefreshe
ments to 65 workers—pupils,
leciurers and office stafi, who
worked ungrudgingly for a
solid 3 hours, The 2ducation-
al value of the undertaking is
however, immeasurable. .

Now to turn to some of the
lessons learni—of all human
instincts gregariousoess is the

by XK. Parvamoithayam

“Dust as we are, the im-

mortal spirit grows

Liké harmony in music;

there is a dark

Inscrutablz workmanship

that reconciles

Discordant elements, makes

them cling together

In one society”.

The Jaffna  Cooperative
Training School thus broke

new and sacred ground when

they observed the 4th of March,
1968 as Work Experier c2 Day.
As Principal of theschool it is
not for me to evaluate the suc-
cess—I leave it to, the observ-
ers, But Icannot bat men-
tion some of thelessons learnt,
for on them and them alone

will depend all opr future
plans, aspirations and accom-
plishments.

Nearly 15 lachams of com-
pound was cleared of stones,
glass pieces and shrubs. In
some places the ground was
levelled. Most of the rubbish
was buried in the premises and
the rest, mostly branches of
trees and tins, were deposited
outside for the Municipality to
clear (I hope this will be done
at the earliest opportunity and

most inoate,
sociely as it is organised cre-
ates conditions of compeltition
that tend to undermine. the
fraternal impulse. 1t is yet
within the power of man to
break through all barriers and
establish a social order bzfit-
ting the genius of the human
race. ! sometimes wonder
wheither Omar Khayyam had
this in mind when he said thr-
ough Edward Fitzzerald:

“Ah Love! could thou and

I with Fate conspire

To grasp this sorry Scheme

of Things entires

Would not ws shatter it to

bits—and then

Re mould it nearer to the

Heart’s Desire !”

Be that at it may it skhould
be realised that no individual
should be the selfish’ benefici=
ary of any inheritance bestow=
ed upon him, but that every
one, whatzver be his station in
life, should be an iostrument
in establishing a new order of
things, for all (o live as a hap-
py community bereft of man-
made barriers, For, as Dos-
toevski says, “Each of us is

(Continued on page 7)
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Legal Status of the Soviet Consumer Societies.

Citizens of the USSR are
puaranteed the right to unite
in mass organigations, includ-
ing cooperatives, by the Cons-
titution of the USSR (Article
126).

No permission from any
government body is needed to
Qrganise a consumer society.
To set up such a society, it is
necessary for no Jess than
thirty citizens, called the
founders, to adopt the Rules
of the society at a meeting,
elect a board and auditing
commission, give a pame to
the society, decide on its
.sphere of operation and the
place where the board will
meet, and also on the size of
the shareholders’ contribution.

Citizens of both sexes who
have reached the age of sixteen
can become members of a
consumer sociely. Member-
ship is strictly vcluntary. The
contumer socizty is open to
all desiring to use its services,
without any restrictions on
political, religious or racial
grounds. 71he only proviso is
the age limit. This limitation
is unavoidable, because mem-
bers of consumer societies
have many rights and a num-
ber of obligations which de-
mand the rational behavioar
that can be expected only of
4 mature person. But this
age limit is no obstruction to
the wide entry of young people

" into Sovjet cooperatives,

Consumer societies are set
up according to the territorial
principle: they are formed by
citizens living in the territory
in which the society will func-

tion. The Rules of the society

perty. It differs from state
property in that it does not
belong to the people as a
whole but to individual collec~
tives of working people, unit-
ed in consumer societies and
the unions formed by them.

Cooperative property is
socialist because it expresses
socialist relations of product-

_ion, which exclude exploitation

of man by man.

The fact that cooperative
property is group property
does not mean that every
member of the cooperative
owns a certain part of the
collectiue property—the coop-
erative “property belongs to
the collective as a whole and
is not constituted of separate
parts owned by individual
members, '

The property of the consu-
mer society consists of trading.
procuring and other enter-
prises, all sorts of buildings,
transport facilities, equipment,
stocks, commodities and cash,

The consumer society has
the right to own and does own
the property it needs to carry
out the aims laid down in its
Rules. Only property to
which the state has exclusive
rights of ownership (land,
mineral deposits, water and
forests) cannot be owned by
the consumer society. If and
when a consumer society
needs property which is ex-
clusive state property (for ex-
ample, land for an auxiliary
farm), it is allowed its use by
the state for long periods.

The property of consumer
societies is divided into the
share, basic and special funds.

by YAHOV GLIKIN

are its basic law, They con-
tain the by laws which, on the
one hand, regulate the internal
life of the cooperative and
without which it would be
unable to function and de-
velop and, on the other, lay
down the cooperative’s aims,

. its relations with superior co-

.operative organisations, and

_also the property relations

which it is entitled to establish,
In other words, the Rules
define the legal status of the
cooperative, its rights and
obligations.

The Model Ruies of the
Censumer Society were adopt-
ed in 1939, amendments and

additions to them were made

by subsequent Congresses of
Representatives of Soviet Con-
sumer Societies. The actual
Rules being adopted by any
particular copsumer society
may differ from the Model
Rules in accordance with local
conditions and the specific
objects pursued by the society.

The consumer society is
legally able. to exercise its
rights and fulfil its obligations
as soon as the Rules are ap-
proved by the meeting of the
founder-members or’ the gen-
eral meeting of the coopera-
tive members.

A consumer society (and its
Rules) requires no registration
witl? any state bodies eor
superior cooperative organisa-
tions. :

The economic foundation
of the consumer society is its
-cooperative socialist property,
the inviolability of which is
guaranteed by Article 5 of the
USSR Constitution.

Collective Property

Cooperative socialist pro=
perty is group, collective pro-

The share fund is derived
from the share contributions
of members. The ‘sizz of the
share contribution is fixed by
the general meeling of the
cooperative members (or the
meeting of representatives); it
is kept low with an eye to
attracting broad masses of the
working people.” The Rules
provide for lower shares for
some categories of the popula-
tion. Thus, for example,
members of shareholdzrs’
families having no independent
incomes (f.r example, people

-attending schools) ard people

receiving government grants
(ferexample, old age pensions)
pay only a quarter of the nor-
mal: share. New members
may be permitted to pay their
share contribution in instal-
ments over a period of up to
two years. One sharcholder
may own only a single share,
Shares may not be passed on
to other persons, In the event
of a shareholder’s death, his
share contribution is inherited
by the members of his family
in accerdance with the inher-
itance law.

When a member leaves the
cooperative or is expelled, his
share contribution is returned
to him within three months
after the sccount for the cur-
rent year has been scrutinised
and approved.

The liability of every share-
holder is restricted to the no-
minal value of his share; he
does not bear liability for the
debts of the society over and
above that value.

According to Soviet law, no
claims brought against the
shareholder can be put to his
share placed at the disposal of
the society until the share-
holder leaves the society. This

safeguards the share fund of
the cooperative and protects
the interests of the shareholder.

The entrance fees of mem-
bers (30 kopeks), deductions
from the profits of the society
and all sorts of non-retn:n-
able financial allocations (for
example, non-returnable
grants received from the
union) go into the basic fund.
The fixed and circulating assets
of the sociely also form part
of the basic fund,

Special funds are generally
formed from deductions from
the society’s profits and are
earmarked for definite pur-
po es: to finance capital in-
vestments, social and cultural
measures, ete, The basic and
the special funds are nondivi-
sible, i e., they are not subject
to division amcng the mem-
bers.

Legal Protection

Cooperative property is pro-
tected by law. Local govern-
ment bodies and superior co-
operafive organisations have
no right to dispose of the co-
operative’s property, Any
transfer of the society’s pro-
perty to other organisations
without its consent is illegal.

In order to create favoura-
ble conditions for the develop-
ment of cooperatives, the So-
viet Government has estab-
lished an order according to

which claiws of creditors can-

not be executed against the
fixed assets of coopzrative
organisations. This covers
enterprises, buildings, struc-
tures, transport fzcilities and
other property whichis part
of - the - cooperative’s - fixed
assets,

According to Soviet law, a
consumer society has the
rights of a juridical person,
This means that the society
has the right to acquire pro-
perty in its own name and
bears liability as to property
for its obligations,

The consumer society has
the right to transfer property,
to build and equip shops,
warehouses and enterprises, to
acquire and operate transport
facilities, to avail itself of
state credit, enter into con-
tracts, assume obligations and
carry on other essential econo-
mic fuactions.

The consumer society is
economically autonomous. Its
work is based on the enter-
prise and initiative of its
members and on the principle
of cost-accounting (operation
on a seli-supporting basis).
It operates according to plan.

The enterprise and initiative
of the shareholders, their
vested interest in the coopera-
tive’s activities are essential
conaitions for a society's
fruitful work, for the share-
holders are its owners and
masters. The enterprise of
the shareholders finds expres-
sion in their participation in
the management of their co-
operative: at their meetings,
they discuss and draw up
decisions concerning all ques-
tions psartaining to the so-
ciety’s activilies, are elected to
its managing bodies, super-
vise the work of its enterpris-
es, etc. Maoy shareholders
render day-to-day assistance
to their cooperatives, actively
participaie in the purchase of

commodities, in their delivery

and in other business activi-
ties.

Consumer societies carry on
mapy-sided and diversified

business activities. - In addi-
tion to retail trade, they or-
ganise the purcha.és of agri-
cultural produce and raw
materials, the sale of the sur-
plus produce of collective
farms and farmers, develop
public catering, bread baking
and other kinds of services to
satisfy the daily needs of the
population.

Not Porely Economic

The activities of the socicty
are not purely economic. It
conducts important cultural
and educational work among
its shareholders and workers;
org;nises clubs, readingrooms,
libraries, excursions, lectures,

all sorts of study groups,
amateur art companies, eic.

The consumer societies are
managed on strictly democra-
tic principles. Members have
a say in the management of
the society’s affairs.

The general meeting of
shareholders is the coopera-

£

tive’s supreme managing body. #

It has the right to adopt bind=
ing decisions on the most im-~
portant organisational and
economic questions in  the
life of the consumer society,
expressing the strivings and
in‘erests of the mass of share-
holders,

{ To be Continued )

PADDY PROCDUCTION
€AN BE TREBLED

The one problem uppermost
in the minds of people today
is food, Growing it, looking
for it or how 1o meet the mer-
ciless rise in the cost of it,
We have ceased to be
choosy, we are indeed thank-
ful if we can get what we want
when we want it. This isa
world problem. With the in-
crease io the world population
and the higher cost demanded
it is indeed becoming more
and more difficult to find the
food.

The magnitude of the pro-
blem can be imagined when it
is found that the population
of India alone increases every
year by 13 niillion people while
there 1s no corresponding in-

_crease in the acreage under

food.  Very soon it may not
be possible to get food from
outside for love or money.

The average yield in Ceylon
is below 40 bushels, per acre.
There is room for improve-
ment in this direction, We
have the fertile lands, vast re-
sources of water and excellent
farmers. While proper culti-
vation, manure and finance are
made available by the govern-
ment, a major factor for a
break-through is a good strain
of high yielding paddy. While
H4, H7, and H8 devcloped in
Ceylon are reasonably high
yielding it must be admiited
that its yields are far below
those obtained by other coun=

says M. L. M, Aboosally

tries, like Japan or Taiwan. It
would be idle for us to await
our agricultural department to
fiod anythingclose to the mira=
cle paddy IR8- 288-3 devel-
oped at the !nternational Rice
Research lostitute at Los
Banos in the Philippines where
over 50 International Experis
iwork including one from Cey-
on.

Unlimited Resources

The IRRI unlike ourselves
have unlimited resourcss, It
is financed by the Ford and
R sckefeller Foundations. Our
paddy production can be dou-
bled and trebled if we could
obtain seed paddy direet from
the Philippines like Malaysia
and other countries in South
East Asia.

The President of the Coop
Federation of Ceylon and the
writer were presented about
half a bushel of the [RS8 seed
paddy in April 1967 by the
Central Coopzrative Exchange.
The writer planted one and
half measures of this paddy at
Balangoda and obtained a

yield of 256 fold! IRS isa
short stiffstrawed non-lodg-
ing variety reasonably tolerant
to leaf blight, high yielding
and harvested in 120 days. I8
is highly responsive to ferti-
liser,

IR8 also koawn as the mia-

cle paddyis a Cross of two

indica varijeties from Taiwan
and Indonesia, '

The one and half measures
of IR8 paddy was soaked in
water for 24 hours and exposed
for 48 hours for the root: to

sprout, wetling the seed from™

time to time.

This was planted in seed
beds previously prepared and
manured. On the 10th day
afier planting the seed bed was
sprayed with Endrex 20, This

. was repeated. a _ week Jater,

Transplanting was done on the
231id day. Care should be
taken while uprooting not to
damage the roots,

Before transplanting care
was taken to see that the field
was well prepared znd free
from all weeds. Saphos potash,
Amonia were applied as ad-
vised by the agricultural de-
partment, but the dosage was
doubled.

Transplanting 'was done in
rows 9inches apart. Three
weeks after transplanting the

field was sprayed with Fndrex

20, five weeks afier transplant-
ing other varieties of paddy
found in the field were remoy-
ed. This was repeated abous
10 days before reaping,

The field was reaped on the
105th day after trdnsplanting
or four months and a week
after the seeds were first put
out in seed beds,

Feasonable Risks

I would strongly commend
the Government to import
IR8 seed paddy and grow it
under control if necessary but
on an exiensive scale say in
the Gal Oya Valley or Polon-
naruwa Districts for a start,
In this age of miracles, one
need not have fear of blight
and blast, All these are now

controllable, If we are to show .

spectacular results we must
take reasonable risks, To ex-
pect a Government cepartment
like the Agricultural Dept. to
take this risk is absurd, Like
all Government Departments,
officials will keep the files in
motion, no one will want, to
take responsibility.

Let us hope our Hon. Min-
ister who is a practical man
will take a bold decision. A
time like this demands *“‘stous
hearts, strong minds, true faitls
and willing hands™.




T

AN

L

THE COOPERATOR

MARCH 15, 1968

Coop Movement

For India, cooperation is
much more than just a princi-
ple of economics—pooling of
resources for production, con-
sumption and distribution. It
has been recognised s an in-
strument of democratic social-
ism.

The first Five Year Plan spelt
out the role of cooperation
thus: *As it is the purpose of
the Plan to change the econo-
my of the country from an in-

_ dividualistic to a socially regu-
1ated and cooperative basis, its

success should be judged, am-
ong others by the extent to
which it is implemented thr-
ough cooperative organisa-

Distinct Place
Cooperation has also been
enshrined as an important so-

cio-economic activity in the
successive plans, Today the

. cooperative sector has acquired

a distinct place alongside the
public and private sectors.

The number of cooperative
societies of all types doubled,
from 180,000 in 195021 to
350,000 ir: 1964-65. And the

-membership of primary socie-

ties more than tripled, from
13.7 million to 48.2 million.
The share capital went up
nezrly tenfold, from Rs. 450
milion to Rs. 4,410 million.
the working capital rose from
Rs, 2,700 million to Rs. 24,350
million.

The financial outlay for co-
operative schemes increased
from Rs. 70 million in the
First Plan to Rs. 800 million

_ in the Third Plan, In the Fourth
.. Plan, yet to be finalised, the

provision for cooperat ive

277,000 acres.’ In addition;
there were 2,752 farming so-
cieties in non-selected areas
cultivating 300,000 acres.

The government also took
varigus steps to sponsor coop-
eratives for the weaker sections
of society. In 1963-64, there
were 5,052 milk cooperatives
with 348,316 members; 2,912
fishermen’s  cooperatives with
295,705 members ; and 1,017
agricultural labour coopera-
tives with 98,739 members.

In 1964-65, there were 4,000
labour contract and construc-
tion cooperatives with 208 mil-
lion members and 1,143 forest
labour cooperatives with 112,-
242 members. The number of
industrial cooperatives was
about 51,000 which sold goods
worth Rs. 1,170 million. Near-
ly 50 per cent of the hand-
looms in the country are in the
cooperative sector.

The number of transport co-
operatives rose from 788 in
1960-61 to 919 in 1964-¢5, of
which 700 were actually func-
tioning with a gross income of
Rs. 40 million.

In 1965-66 cooperatives dis-
tributed consumer  articles
worth Rs. 1,940 million. In
the wake of devaluation, the
programme of urb:n'consumer
stores has been further acce-
lerated under a centrally spon-
sored scheme.

Recently, the Government

' of India approved a scheme

for setting up a big coopera~
tive fertiliser plant at Kandla
with US assistance.

Proper Direction

This is, however, one side

by XK. K.

DUGGAL

schemes is likely to be at least
double the Third Plan outlay.

But until the end of the First
Plan, the movement was most-
ly confined to agricultural cre-
dit, Serious efforts were made
to develop it as an integrated
whole in the Second and Third
Plans. As a result, the move-
ment has diversified itself rap-
idly in the past decade.

Today the cooperative move-

ment embraces agricultural
credit, farming, processing,
marketing, industry, road

transport, housing, consumer
goods distribution and labour_

By the end of the Third Plan
(1965-66), about $0 per cent
of the 600,000 villages had been
covered by agricultural credit
cooperatives as compared with
75 per cent at the end of June
1961. The rural population
covered was 75 per cent as
against 30 per cent. Short,
medium and long-term coop-
erative loans rose from Rs.
2,670 million in 1961-62 to
Rs. 4,810 million in 1965-66.

The value of agricultural in-
puts like fertilisers, pesticides
and seeds supplied by coop-
eratives increased from Rs.400
million in 1961-62 to Rs. 1,200
million in 1965-66. |

The value of agricultural
produce marketed through co-
operatives went up from Rs.
1,750 million to Ks. 3,600 mil-
lion. At the end of 1965-66,
there were 1,524 cooperative
processing unmits.  Fifty-two
cooperative sugar factories
produced 27 per cent of the
total sugar.

There were 2,749 coopera-

~ tive farming societies in select-

ed areas with a membership of
57,364 cultivating an area of

of the picture. With all the
progress it has made in the
past 15 years, the cooperative
movement today needs revita-
lisation and a proper direction
to become an effective instru-
ment of socio-economic devel-
opment. Thisis the keynote
of the various official and non-
official appraisals made lately.

The deficiencies in the main
relate to the structural, finan-
cial and operational aspects of
the movement. On the struc-
tural side, what is. urgently
needed is *‘de-officialisation”
to make the cooperative move-
ment self-regulatory and free
from vested interests and poli-
tical influences,

Financially, cooperatives
continue to be weak. This is
manifest in their continued de-
pendence on heavy government
funds and large overdues from
members. Therefore, the sec-
ond task before cooperative
leaders is to make the move-
ment self-reliant—true to the
spirit of cooperation,

Thirdly, the movement in its
present shape is lop-sided with
the main emphasis still on
agricultural credit. Coopera-
tive operations need to be div-
ersified more and more. More-
over, the development of co-
operatives has been uneven
with a few states domipating
the show. Even in these states,
‘the efficiency of cooperatives
varies from district to district.

Detailed studies have reveal-
ed that in 83 out. of 330 dis-
tricts in the country, agricul-
tural credit cooperatives are
able to advance credit of Rs.
150 or more per member,
while in 91 districtis the aver=
age works out to Rs, 50 per
member. This means that co-

in India

) oot
operatives render adequate

service to agriculture only in
one fourth of the districts.

Trained Personnel

A corollary to these pro-
blems is the need to build a
hard core of persennel well-
versed in the cooperative man-
agement. One reason why
vested interests arise and flour-
ish is the lack of demarcation
between the day-to-day admin-
istration and policy decisions
in most of the cooperative so-
cieties. Any large organisa-
tion can function properly only
if it has trained, independent-
minded personnel who have a
sense of security in service and
therefore will not be amenable
to petty influences.

. To accelerate the process of
de-officialisation, it has been
suggested that the state policy
on compulsory amalgamation,
nomination of directors, state
participation, planning of dev-
elopment and administration
theough cooperative depart-
ments should be modified. A
study team of the *administra-
tive reforms commission has,
on the other hand recommend-
ed complete abolition of the
central and state cooperative

_departments

However, the argument for
de-officialisation is sometimes
stretched too far. While mem-
bers must be encouraged to
run the cooperatives, a certain
amount of *‘regulaticn”, if not
control, has to be vested in the
government to safeguard aga-
inst malpractices and vested
interests. Thisis particularly
necessary when a majority of
the villagers are illiterate and
managerial skills have to be
provided from outside,

‘To illustrate the point, com-
plaints are often heard that a
group of persons or individu~
als monopolise offices in coop-
eratives and sometimes this
very set manages several socie-
ties at a time. The Mirdha
Committee, which reviewed the
movement some time back, had
suggested the building up of
conventions rather than statu-
tory restrictions to curb these
malpractices on the ground
that “the cooperatives being
autonomous bodies with the
ultimate authority for man-
agement being vested in their
general bodies, the final au-
thority must remain with the
general body to decide whether
it is in the interest of a society
to elect the same person or
group of persons consecutively
for several terms”. But so far
no signs of such conventions
are available as is evident
from a recent study of the
movement made by the Central
Department of Cooperation.

Thus in the interest of early
and effective action to correct
the situation, government ex-
perts feel—and rightly so—
that suitable statutory meas-
ures should be taken to enforce
restrictions on monopolisation
of office.

Similarly, in regard to audit,
government Ssupervision may
be necessary to safeguard the
interests of illiterate farmers.
In any case, government con-
trol permeates all private acti-
vities in varying degrees. Even
private companies are subject
to the discipline of the Com-
panies Act. Moreover, the
process of de-officialisation has
got to go hand in hand with
rural education.

The financial weakness of
cooperatives is mainly due to
the fast rate at which they were
set up to achieve plan targets

(Continued on page 7)

THE INTEGRATED MAN

(Continued from page 3)
courage to face the younger
generation. and advise them
on their duty to the nation, to
their parents and their homes,
in short to themsselves as res=

" ponsible future citizens.

Einstein once remarked of
Gandhi that he was "'a man
who has confronted the bru-
tality of Europe with the dig-
nity of the simple human
bg]ng and thas at all times
risen superior.”” It beboves
us all to recapture this “digni-
ty of thesimpls human being’’,
This cannot be done by paper

pledges. We have to start
from the primary school as it
were. The spiritual back

ground has to be restored.

_Firm resolve to work hard,
pride in work, winlligness to
understand the other man's

° point of view, love and com-

passion towards the less for-
tunate, and a firm faith in the
destiny of the land, these are
necessary in all social trans-
actions. These can be brought
about only by laying the edu-
cational foundation on Spiri-
tual values. The educational
system should be remodelled
on this foundation, if the na-
tion is to survive and command
respect in the Commonwealth
of Nations. Only religious
training will pive the young
children the right start towards
bettercitizenship. This should
commence with the primary
classes. Such a reformed edu-
cation alone can bring about
an allround integration in the
pupil-what Gandhi called “the
literacy of the whole Person-
ality',

—Sarvodaya

Towels,

‘JL

EARN AN EASY
RS, 150/- PER MONTH

JOIN YOUR LOCAL WEAVING CENTRE

Handloom Saices, Verties, Shawls, Table Cloth, Bed
Spreads, Chairbacks, Handkerchiefs,
Door and Window Curtains.

«vailable in lovely designs and enchanting colours at

Jaffna Go-operative Textile
Societies Union,

10, CLOCK TOWER ROAD, JAFFNA.

Pillow Cases,

Services in Eravurpattu,

Owners of Rice Mill and milling rice for Government.

Wholesale and retail dealers in Consumer goods, textiles,
cement, agro chemicals, agricultural implements etc.

_, | e
Eravurpattu M.P.C.S Union Ltd., |
Chenkaladi

We are :—Agents of Ceylon Nutritional Foods Ltd.

»» » Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

5 s Peopie’s Bank in Pawn Broking,
Transport Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
Paddy Purchasing Agents of Commissioner of Agrarian

Phone 28 Eravur.

FIXED DEPOSITS

INVEST your SAVINGS in—

; THE JAFFNA
COOP, PROVINCIAL BANK LTD.

Interest on Fixed Deposits for 3, 6 & 12 months is 13%,

21%; and 337 respectively. On Deposits for 5 years and over
and on Deposits for 10 years and over the rates are 477
and 439 respectively.

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

(1) Interest at the rate’'of 3% is allowed on Savings De-
posits from 1-5-67. Arrangements can be made to withdraw
funds from this account daily. %

(_2) From 1-11-1967, in the case of Institutions, the rate
gf interest payable will be 4% for the month in which there
is 2 minimum balance of Rs. 5,000/~ or over,

) (3) For Cooperative Societies, from [-11-1967, the rate of
interest payable will be 437,.

SECURITY DEPOSITS

From 1-11-1967, the rate of interest payable on Szcu-
rity Deposits of Societies will be 33%. o g

PAWN BROKING

L]
_ Pawn Broking is done at all our Branches, The rate
of mtcrg:;; charged is 9% and Repayment by Instalments
is allowed.

Branches :
affna—Paranthan—Chupnakam—Point Pedro
(Nelliady)— Chavakachcheri — Chankanai—Kayts
./L) -—-\{ali East (Averangal).

. Head Office :
52, MAIN STREET, JAFFNA.

r/
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Marked Progress

( Continued from page 1)

Jaffna peninsula with 2 large
consumer public, present in
close proximity to areas of
large scale production pro-
vides the basic conditions ne-
cessary for maintaining regul-
ar village fairs,

2. The difficulty in vegeta-
ble marketing is not the inter-
vention of the rapacious mid-
dlemen as is commonly believ-
ed but it is in the $win process
of assessing the demand as
well as the supply. Itis easy
to assess the demand but not

- the volume of produce coming
into the market., Therefore
the fluctnations in the vegeta-
ble market are not so much
demand induced as those
brought about by changes in
the volume of produce coming
into the market. The only
answer to this problem will be

~controlled or planned produc-
tion.

(3) Egss

The collection of eggs has
not been satisfactory. We were
able to collect only 35,000
eggs during the year. This
was partly due to the fact that
ouf buying prices were depres-
sed to clear the accumulated
stocks in our Cold rooms. We
were able to retail through our
shops 840,000 eggs at 20 cts.
each during a good part of the
year. This, no doubt, brought
about a certain stability io the

- . prices of eggs.
i * (4) Shops

b

!

in spite of an island wide
shortage of essential commo-
dities the departmental shops
at Chunnakam, Chundikuli,
Chavzkachcheri and Kilinoch-
chi functioned very well. Cer-
tain scarce commodities were
rationed out to consumers with
the idea of serving a larger
number of customers. The
ever increasing demand for a
shop in the heart of the town
became a reality when a new
shop was opened at Grand
Bazaar in May this year.. The
turnover at this shop has more
than justified its existence. The
total furnover in respect of
shops located in Jaffna Dis-
trict are as follows :—

C. P. Grand Bazaar—
148.977.56 (5 months)
C. P." Chundikuli—167,907.01
. P. Chavakachcheri—
26,901.73
C. P. Chunnakam—48,224 93
C. P. Kilinochchi—54,232,38

(5) Van Sales

With a view to reducing the
wide disparities in vegetable
prices in certain areas, it was
de¢ided in July this year to
promote mobile sale of vege-
tables. This has proved to be
very popular. At present our
vehicles operate twice a week
in Karainagar, once a week at
Pt. Pedro and every Friday in
Jaffra Town. In Pt, Pedro,
sales are now made through
the Puloly MPCS Society and
the department supplies all the
vegeiables to this society at
special rates. This is perhaps
the first and the only MPCS
in the North which has ven-
tured out in the field of vege-
table marketing.

(6) 1 Hospital Supplies

The department continued
_to supply all provisions to the
hospitals at Jaffna, Kayts, K.
K.8., Pt. Pedro, Kilinochchi
and Valvettiturai. The average
cost of feeding has been in the
region of Rs. [-2] per patient
per day.
Supplies werealso continued
to the following Institutions :—

Manual Work

(Continued from page 4)
responsible for everything to
everyone else”.

In the second place, man is
a teachable animal. It is thr-
ough his experience as a mem-
ber of a whole group that man
finds self-fulfilment. Dewey
emphasises this when he says,
“Education is of experience,
by experience and for experi-
ence ) :

Also a good project brings
teachers and pupils into a new
companionship of shared ser-
vice and experience. It fosters
a sense of social service and it
provides an exciting contrast
to the dull and dragging rou-
tine of the average student and
teacher.

Freedom Plus Direction

For a project to be really
successful it should be so de-
signed as to enable participants
fo see somie visible and tangi-
ble results of their labour. A
certain amount of freedom
with planned direction is high-
ly desirable. There cannot be
any real enjoyment of freedom
until pupils have learnt also to
accept the responsibilities of
freedom, and the more free-
dom and responsibility are
given to students in school the
more likely they are to develop
and maintain a satisfactory
community life when they grow
into adulthood.

Success of a project depends

+ finances followed

almost entirely on the willing- .

ness of participants to accept
change under a common lead-
ership. The only way to test
the realism of a plan is to test
it against the attitudes of those
whom the plan affects—(No
wonder the pupils of the Co-
operative Training School have
already begun to use the Dust
Bins more piously than they
did before). Reforms cannot
be imposed; they wmust be
wanted. As Miss Ritsert ob-
serves, “The teacher has a
great responsibility, not only
for seeing that the child ac-
quires koowledge, but more
important still, that he or she
acquires a right attitude of
mind to life, and that attituds
to life may be summed up in
the thought that he is here not
only, or chiefly, to ger but to
give”,

The Indian University Edu-
cation Commission "headed by
Dr. S, Radhakrishnan said of
rurzl education—*“What are
lacking are not natural resour-
ces or human energy, buta
clear mental picture of what is
desirable and possible, and the

-character, skill, experience and

cullure necessary to realise
such possibilities. These qua-
lities 1t is the main business of
rural education to provide”.

I have no doubt that the
Jaffna Cooperative Training

School, having tasted the first

fruits of shramadana will go
forward in search of fresh or.
chards. For the present I
have to sincerely thank all the
students, lecturers and others
who extended to me their un-
stinted cooperation. A real
and solid foundation has been
laid—the edifice is yet to be.
But the whole school rejoices

“that a start has been made,

for, as Pedro Orata asserts,
“The only way to start isto
start”.

State Home for the Aged at
Kaithady.

Children’s Home, Ariyalai.

Nuffield Deaf & Blind School

and Fernhams School, Atchu-
vely.

Ceylon Navy, Karainagar.,

@ddp %oﬂement
in CQnati_a

(Continued from page 6)

in respect of their numbers,
without regard to their finan-
cial and organisational str-
ength. The weakness of the
agricultural credit societies is
also due to the historical em-
phasis on “credit” without a
corresponding - emphasis oa
“deposits”. The psychology
thus generated was such as
would make the cultivators in-
different even about the repay-
ment of loans. The problem
of increasing overdues of agri-
cultural credit societies has
therefore its origin in the basic
policies regarding cooperative
over the
years. :

Self-reliance

While institutional financial
support to cooperatives, as to
private sector industries, will
have to be continued, time is
ripe—with the current boost
in agricultural  incomes—to
make the cooperatives more
and more self-reliant, Towards
this end, a two-pronged ap-
proach is necessary: first, co-
operatives must devise ways of
attracting more deposits from
members ; secondly, the sys-
tem of recovery of loansshould
be streamlined.

A sure way of recovering the
loans is to tie thems with mar-
keting. Thus cooperatives
should procure from members
their produceequal to the loan.
While the short-term loan
could be recovered as soon as
the produce is available, the
long and medium term credits
could also be adjusted in this

mananer in regular instalments,

The principle of linking cre-
dit with marketing has already
been accepted by official and
non-official experts, But its
implementation still awaits
concrete measures. The crop
loan system, currently being
introduced in the country, has
yet to be put firmly on ground
in all the states for want of
swift administrative action on
the part of the cooperative de.
partments.

Although marketing opera-
tions can be usefully linked
with credit, their further ex-
pansion itself is important for
maximising returns to produ-
cers, espescially  the smaller
ones. In fact, processing and
marketing of agricultural pro-
duce on cooperative lines can
be a most economic proposi-
tion for the farmers. i

Also there is wide scope for
the movement to diversifyitself
in scveral othereconomic acti-
vities, particularly the occupa-
tional trades of economically
backward people.

Diversification should also

mean making the cooperatives

less and less compartmentalis-
ed. The boundaries between
different kinds'of cooperatives
shounld not be rigid. For in-
stance, a marketing society can
give production credit much
more effectively than many
primary credit societies. Simil-
arly, a judicious combination
of medium and short-term cre-
dit will be closer to the needs
of the farmer than the present
system of two separate organi-
sations dealing with long and
short-term credit.

To sum up, the cooperative
movement in India has to
come out of itg protective shell,

~ diversify its operations and

acquire the requisite organisa-
tional and financial strength to
fulfil the pivotal role assigned
to it in the development plans.

—Indian & Foreign Review
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Books in the Vernaculars

Sir,—The publicity that was
given recently to availability
and cost of books printed in
Tamil as compared with those
available in Sinhalese, would
to indicate that the
position occupied by the
Tamils and their language in
some parts of the island in an-
cient times has deteriorated
within the last few decades.

According to Fr. S, Thani-
nayagam quoted by M.D,
Raghavan in his book India
in Ceylonese History, Society
and Culture, “when printing
was introduced into this island
for the first time, the Dutch
published books in Tamil and
Sinhalese tongues. A copy of
a 'Tamil Book published in
Colombo in 1754 by the Dutch
Pastor, Brunsveld, refers in its
dedication to the Tamil Lan-
guage spoken within the great-
er area of this island. Robert
Knox and the Dutch despatch-
es speak ot Tamil townships
and Tamil speaking people of
the Kandyan Kingdom".

It 1s of interest to note in
this connection that the fol-
lowing bogks were printed in
Colombo, “Christian Religion
in Tamil Language” in 1754,
“Tamil Cztechism for Child-
ren”, in 1776, “Gospel of St.
Mark in Tamil’, in 1741, “The
Four Evangelists and
Acts of the Apostles in Tamil”,
in 1748, “The Four Evangelists
in the Sinhalese Language’.
“Sixteen Sermons in the Tamil
Langoage, by Phillippus de
Vriest,” in 1747, A gramiuar
of the Sinhalese language by
Johannes Ruell, prioted at
Amsterdam in 1708, Copies
of these books should be avail-
able at the University of Up-
sala in Sweden.

Ptoletny's map of Ceylon is-
sued in the year 1552 and re-
produced in Lands, "Maps and
Surveys by Brohier and Paul-
usz has the legend attributed
to Varthema, who wvisited
Ceylon in the year 1506, that
is the year after the Portguese

L] \

A Browser’s Diary
(Continued from page 2)
there had not been any de-
votion paid to God, Soun-
thararajan told him that his
instructions had been merely

to sing the Invocation to Ta-
mil.

Arumuga Navalar loved
learning, cherished knowledge
and dedicated his energies to
the building of schools and
the dissemination of truth, A
block in a University or a
wing in a Library, bearing
Navalar’s name or a Chair for
Dravidian or Saiva studies,
would be a more appropriate
memorial than a statue. In
any case, whatever memorial
is erected should be in Ceylon,
preferably Jaffna, where Na-
valar’s influence is profound
even today,and veneration to
his memory will be abiding.

The .

got a footing in Colombo, “In
the language of the country
Pepper 'is called Molaga”,
Molaga is of course the Tamil
for pepper.

John Brohier, Provincial
Judge, Puttalam (1797) has
left on record that '"The in-
habitants differ as much in
the North and Scuth parts of
the Island as the generality
do from those of the coasts.
In the former that is to say
from Calpetyn on the West to
neighbourhood of Batticaloa
in the East gside hardly a ves-
tige of the Sinhalese Customs
is to be found and their lap-
guage is generally unknown.

On the South and South
West Coast the Sinhalese com-
pose the greatest part of the
inhabitants,” :

Cleghorn in his Minute of
1-6-1799 states "~ Two different
nations from a very ancient
period have divided the land.
First Sinhala in its Southern
and South Western Parts from
Walawe to Chilaw and =econd-
ly Malabars in the Northern
and Eastern Districts”,

The Charter of 1810 estab-
lished . two district areas for
judicial administration. The
Tamil area extended from
Chilaw river to Kumbukkan
aru and .the Sinhalese atea
from Chilaw river to Kumbuk-
kam aru, ;

Nellsaysina contributionto
the journal of the Royal Asia-
tic Society, Ceylon Branch,
1892 “When I was acting as
Deputy Queen’s Advocate at
Jafina .. ... I had been struck
by the fact that the people
along the Western coast and
through out the Souathern
Province, upan inquiring after
any offender who had abscond-
ed to the Kandyan Provinces,
always reported that he had
run away to ‘Sinhala” orthe
Sinhalese country, thus dis-
tinguishing themselves from
the Sinhalese’. .

Yours faithfully,
J. R, SINNATAMBY,

N
Cooperation on the Air

The Ceylon Broadcasting
Corporation will feature coop-
erative activities in the North
on the Rural Programme (Ta-
mil),

The programms for March
and April 1s as follows :

Inuvil MPCS—20-3-68 and
25-3-68 7-00—7-15 p.m. :

The role of Coops in Onion
Cultivation—17-4-68 and 8-5-
€8—7-00—7-15 p.m,

Kamadchi Ambal Coop In-
dustrial Society—3-4~68 and
10-4.68 —7-00—7-15 p.m.

Mote : The words that form
the heading are from a famous
poem by the Roman poet
Horace, who declares that his
poetry - would outlast any
bronze memeorial that may be
erected in his honour.
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SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD,
A ~ KILINOCHCHL

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
: ' Building materials.
Agents for: Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petrcleam Corporation.

T’gram 3  ““Yarlanion’’.
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A complete flop : this is how
Mr. A, J, Raja Thurasingham,
Piesident, Jaffna v PCS Union,
describes the milk food distri-
bution scheme in the Jaffna
District, :

According to him, under the
present scheme, an infant in
the Jaffaa DRO’ Division is
not able to obtain even a 11b.
tin of Nespray for a month,
As for condensed milk, the
quota given to the Union 1850
inadequate that a family 1s not
in a position to get even 1 tin
a month. -

He states that in January,
the Union was given only 6
tins of Nespray for every 9
coupons, while in February it
got 7 tins for .every 10 coup-
ons. As for condensed milk,
the Union was given 1 tia for

‘A Complete Flob’

every 16 coupons in January
and 3 tins for every 140 coup-
ons in February,

The Union has a coupon
strength of 142.000.

Mr. Raja Thuraisingham
states that during February, a
leading importer had supplied
3,000 cases of sweetened con-
densed milk to the Jaffna Dis-
trict, the bulk of which went
to the private sector, He al-
leges that while the coopera-
tive sector has been starved of
milk food, certain leading firms
in Jaffoa are ina position to
give 5 tins of condensed milk
per person. He adds that
though the Union has made
several representations to the
authorities, the situation has
not improved,

M—

.PROFESSOR STUDYING
 MULTIPURPOSE COOPS

Professor Jacen T. Hsieh of
“the Nanyang University, Sin-
gapore, bas arrived in Ceylon
to study multipurpose <coop=
eratives, on behalf of the ICA
Regional Office and Education
Centre, New Delhi. His terms
of reference are

@ To investigate the proces-

ses of transformation of the
‘organisational and func-
tional structure of the co-
operatives in Ceylon from
single to multi-purpose me-
thods of approach, difficul-
ties encountered and the
consequences.

® To study the existing mul-
tipurpose cooperative sys-
tem in its various ‘levels
and stages of development
—its effects upon npational
economy, rural rehabilita-

tion and reconstruction, fo
what extent this system and
praclices could be develop-
ed and improved. :

@ To learn from the Ceylo-

nese lesson and assess its .
2 S but for ourselves. On thal late-

value with a view to adopt-
ing this practice in the Co-
operative Movement in
South East Asia.
Professor Hsieh who will be
in Jaffna from 22nd March—
27th March, will visit Multi-
purpose Cooperatives, Unions
and places of historical and
cultural interest in Jaffoa. An
elaborate programme for his
visit has been drawn up by the
ACDD of Jaffna East, West
and South Divisions.
Professor Hsich will visit
the Jaffna Cooperative Train.
ing School on the 22nd after-
noon. ”

W

‘Inborn in the Northerner’

The spirit of cooperation
and self-help is inborn in the
Jaffna man, observed Mr. R.
C. S. Cooke, Vice-President
NDCF, inaugurating a Shra-
madana campaign at the Jaffna
Cooperative Training School.

He went on to say thatfrom
time immemorial this spirit
had been prevalent and traces
of it were still evident today :
this spirit of good neighb urli-
ness and mutual help could be

seen at weddings, funerals, at

harvestin2 time, while houses
were being thatched and fenced
and when garden crops were
being irrigated. Unfortunately,
said Mr. Cooke, the present
gystem of education had made
students forget the dignity of
labour. It was in orderto
remind them of this that the
Scout Movement had bsgun
the Chip a Job week. He re-
called how Lloyd George had

once given the retort courteous
to a nobleman who had re-
marked “Don’t T know this
shoemaker’s son”? He had

-retorted “Milord when I was

a shoemaker did 1 not polish
your shoes well 77 Whatever
the tyre of work we did, we
should do it well, stressed Mr.
Cooke. He said that work ex-
perience projects had been
started to remind the present
generation of our ancient tra-
dition of good neighbourliness,
self-help and mutual help.

Mr. K. Paramothayan, Prin-
cipal, also addressed the stud-
ents,

The students were divided
into 4 groups and they began
tidying up the premises and
the buildings.

This work experience pro-

ject is expected to become a
regular feature.

"
Address :

s 424 Retail Shop at :

JAFFNA M.P.C.f. UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishmeat in the North,

Authorised distributors for
CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Groceries,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffna.

15/1, Povwer House Road, Jafina.

Crest Competition

The Cooperative Federation
of Ceylon isrunning a com-
petition to select’ a suitable
crest for the Cooperative Fe-
deration.

The designs should depict
as far as possible the following
objects of the Federation, viz.
“to promote and develop the
Cooperative Movement in Cey-
lon ; to educate, gnide and as-
sist the people: in their effurts
to build up and expand the
Cooperative Movemert; to
serve as an exponent of Coop-
erative opinion #nd express
views on behalf of the Coop-
erative Movement in Ceylon”,

The winner will receive a
cash prize of Rs, 100/-. En-
tries close on 30th March 1978,
For further deatails, contact the
General Secretary of the Coop-
erative Federation of Ceylon.

Why the Bell Tolled

If one had asked why the
bell tolled on the 8th of Feb-
ruary, he would have got the
answer “It toils for thee™. For
on this day we had to mourn
pot for Mr. Mathibalasingham

ful day the hungry flames con~
sumed the remains of Mr. Ma-
thibalasingham, but left behind
his spirit.

Mr. Mathibalasingham was
the living embodiment of the
dictum that a Cooperative Ins-
pector is a friend, philosopher
and guide.

Cursed be the day [ came to
know him and blessed be that
day: if I bad not known him
I need not have grieved; be-
cause [ came to know him I
wish I could emulate him.

Once Mr. Mathibalasingham
was asked “‘Sir, what is the
secret of your being a good
man ?* The reply was ‘L am
attempting to be a good man
guided by my mother’s advice,
Even if a person does you
harm do him good”. The
villain, hypocrite and the saint
had an equal place in the scale
he held.

He always occupiedthe low-
er end of the table. If he was
ona cross road leading to
fame, or fame through service,
or service, he always took the
latter. If Religion is a way of
life, Cooperation is, and truly
Mr. Mathibalasingham will be
acclaimed as a martyr. He
taught us to

Do thy duty even if it be

humble

Rather than another’s, even

if it be great,

Todiein one’s duty is LIFE,

To live in another’s is

DEATH.

P. J. CARPENTER
CANAGASINGHAM,

Coop Inspector, Kilinochchi.
TR

Water-Seal Latrines
for Juffna

The Special Commissioners
running the Jafina Municipal
Council bave instructed their
officisls to draw up a scheme
to convert the ‘bucket system’
into water-seal latrines. 1he

"Commissioners are consider-

ing a system of financial in-
centives to persuade residents
to fall in line with the scheme,

If the scheme becomes a
reality, the ‘degrading, inhu-
man’ practice of forcing coolies
to carry night-soil will dis-
appear.

*ferenies

Ghie Local § cene

Sorveyed by RAJ

What's 'Cooking ?

I suppose Jaffna should feel
flattered by all the attention
she’s getting at the hands of one
of our (mis)-leading ‘“pation-
al’ dailies. But, as the saying
goes, Timeo Danaos et dona
And it’s not exactly
gifis that this daily is offering
us. Oue day we are told that
the administration of the laffna
Municipality is on the verge
of a breakdown, if not already
in bits and ‘pieces. Another
day we are informed thatthe
visit of venerable Buddhisy
monks had brought peace to
Chankanai. Unfortunately for
the daily concerned both sto-
ries bounced. The Jaffoa Mu-
nicipality is geitingon fine and
no sooner had the monks left
Jaffna thancaste clashes erupt-
ed acain at Chankanai. This
is not the first time that the
daily conceroed ‘has b:en
caught with its pants down so
that by now it has quite for-
gotten the art of bloshing

We need shed no tears over
the piight of this daily but
why, after so manv years’ ne--
glect of Jaffna news, this sud-
den crushing solicitude for
Jaffna ? ' This inordinate inter-
est certainly bodes usill. As
somecne said, Norhing 'good
can come out of the Beira.

Ending a Degrading
Practice

The Jaffna 'Municipality is
drawing up 2 scheme to gra-
dually convert Jaffna’s bucket
latrines into water-seal ones.
This will not only bring laffna
in line with developments else-
where but also help to end the

e P e
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degrading practice of one des-
pised-section of humahity hav-

ing to carry night-soil.
The scheme, I understand,
has not been fully worked out

as yet but it envisages financi~

al incentives for those notin
a position to carry out the
conversion.

Tumbling Down

The price of ricz in Jaffna
has come tumbling down after
soaring upwards info space
recently. The reason for the
upward thrust was the trans-
port of rice from Jaffnato Col-

ombo. Now that the Colonibo-

market is saturated, the flow
of rice from the Peninsula has
dried up, and things are get-
ting back to normal.’ :

The only way of ending this

kind of artificial jacking up of

prices is pot to stop a few
leaks here and there but to ra-
digally alter the system, com-
pletely eliminating the private
trader. Instead coops should
be
place.

Textile Merchants
Blitzed.

The recent Police blitzkrieg,.
under the captaincy of the S.P,
Jaffna, Mr. R. Sunteralingam,,
proved very successful.- Tex-
tile dealers were forced to
cough up all the expensive,
imported sarees they had been

hiding, and szl them at con-

trolled prices.

Certain hotels suspected of

being not quite on the level
also received a Police visit and
a warning to behave them-
selves.

““IN HIS SILENCE HE SPOKE LOUD'

Mr, M. Mathibalasingham
is no more with us. He was
calied suddenly to his eternal
reward thus leaving us poorer
for his elevating influence and
joy of association, Those who
had the privilege of knowing
him only will know the void
his death has caused.

I had the honour of being
the pupil of Mr. Mathibala-
singham at the Hchool of Co-
operation and the privilege of
working under him fur nearly
two years at Trincomalee. It
is said that the calibre and the
grealness ofa man 1s measured
by the elevating influence he
exerts on those around him by
his word and behaviour, and
it must be said of Mr. Mathi-
balasingbam that he was every
inch a ‘friend, philosopher and
guide’ to ail those who came
under his influence in every
sense of these word:. In con-
versation and argument he was_
a captivating influence 1n that
he convinced his participants
pot so much by his own argu-
ments but by izading them to
see the wisdom of their own
and many a times in his silence
he spoke loud and besamed

. forth a smile that expressed a

heartful of sincere sympathy
carrying no malice. 1t'is only
a very few who can carry that
rare combinatior of a genuine
sympathy for those subordin-
ate under them who were in
difficulties and st the same time
honour and vindicate the
rights and responsibilities of

f

one's supervisory position as
Mr. Mathibalasingham did.,

We who are benefited by
his learning and experience
and those who are very dear
and nearto him cannot believe
the suddennessof hisdeparture
and yet life being what it 15, we
aie left to take consolation in
the Biblical Wisdom: '‘The
works of the Just shall shine
as stars in the firmament”
which is many more times ap-

pl'cable to Mr, Mathibalasin-

gham.

“Elernal rest grafnt unto
him, O Lord, let nerpetnal.
light shine upon him™.

P. E. FERNANDO.
TR TR

Experts to be Consulted’

The Jaffaa Municipality’s
Special Commissioners, have
decided to consult hydrologi-
cal experts before extending.
Jaffna’s Water Supply Scheme,

The Spzcial Commissioners
have decided to play safe, fol-
lowing Israeli experts’ warn-
ing that Jaifoa may bz a desert
within the next two decades.
Only if experts decide {p fav-
our, will the Extension Scheme
be carried out,

At present, pipe-borne water
for Jjatfua 15 obtained from
Koodavil.  Certain sources
have expressed the fear tha
Kondavil's wells may run dry
at the rate things are going.

encouraged to take his:
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