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HIGHER EDUCATION

With the appointment of a8 Royal Commission to probe
Higher Bducation in Ceylon, the seventh in the series of Edu-
cation Commissions to wit, higher education is again in the
forefront, and the strategy needs to be reckoned once more,
whether one likes .if or not, especially in the light of recent
student disturbances and the proposition to establish an addi-
tional University in the North or East.

The Robbins Committee on Higher Education in England
has observed ;—"The effective machinery by which necessary
developments are fostered and necessary adjustments made is
of first importance. The effectiveness in this. sphere can only
be achieved if a nice balance is kept between two necessities:
‘the necessity of freedom for academic institutions and the ne-
cessily that they should serve the nation’s needs. Further, this
balance has to be achicved in the context of existing or possible
constitutional machinery and habits. This'is 2 matter of great
difficuity and delicacy”’.

The abserice of an effective machinery and the failure to
strike a balance between academic freedom and the' needs of
the nation, account for the impaludism of higher education in
this country. The National Council of Higher Education right
from its inception was limited in its scope to determine the
t _ The ill-advised Higher Educa-

tion Act that entered the Statute Book in such indecent haste
killed the baby, as it were, no sooner it was born. It is funda-
mental that both the State and the University must recognise a
higher loyalty and readily respond to the nation’s needs. A
upiversity ought to be the nation in miniature—*British univ=
ersities are the creation of the British nation rather than of the
British state”, it is observed.

- The Ceylon University Ordinance, Section 7, reads :—““The

University shall be open to all persons of either sex and of

" whatever race, creed or class, and no test of religious. belief or
professions shall be adopted or imposed in order to entitle any
person to be admiited as a teacher or student of the University
or to hold any appointment therein, to graduate thereat or io
bold, enjoy or exercise any advantage or privilege thereof”’,

 Even the words at the entrance to the Senate buildings read
“More open than usual’”. But how far the University has been
true to its motto is 2 matter for investigation, particularly with
the latest accusation against the University of diseriminatory
treatment of Tamil arts students.

There i lot of confusion in regard to the aims of univer-
sity education. Is it general culture with its badge of excel-
lence as Newman saw it, or is it training of intellect, or voca-
tional instruction, or research ? Is it producing men and women
graduates strictly according to calculations to occupy predeter-
mined places in the national pyramid, .or is it. restricting univ-
ersity education as between different linguistic groups ‘through
a system of quotas ?. The ideal would be when all these are not
musually exclusive—it would indeed be a tragedy when one or
the other is allowed to get out of balance, as in Ceylon not in-
frequently,

Toquote from an article in the London Times:—*“The majority of
our students quirt their universities without having received any kind of
philosephical or moral guidancedeean Science rapidly arms an increasing
number of them with the instruments of production and research, while
the so-called humanities risk losing their force as disciplines through fail-
ing to provide any sense of values other than those. of highly specialized
and often impracticable types of scholarship. The question about human-
istic teaching today is not whether there is too much of it, but whether
there is enough of the right kind to leaven the lump; whether it has the
strength, if putto the test, to help to sustain what Marcin Buber has
called ‘The ’:‘.truggla of the human spirit against the sub-human and the
A U Ol e sae s

On the question of ‘quotas the Radhakrishnan Report says:~“The
fundamental right is the rightof the individual not of the community.

Every young man must have an egual chance with others to make the
most of his abilities”. (Subsequently the Supreme Court of India declared
any system of gquotas to be a violation of the Constitution). It is to ensure
university education to an optimum number that both the Needham ana
the Gunawardena Commissions recommended the ‘opzaing of campuses of
the University of Teylonin Colombo and iaffna in addition to the one at
Peradeniya. While the former recommended that large halls of residence
slmuld be subdivided into blocks carrying not more than 50 students each,
the Gunawardena Commission recommended a system of affiliated Univer-
sity Colleges. " Even the Radhakrishnan Commission had recommended
2,500 as the'ideal number for a unitary university.

The constitution of university bodies like the Board of Regents and

the Senate needs to be reviewed in the context of enlightened opinion on
the subject. - The Kothari Report emphasises that representation of non.
academic interests on university bodies should be chiefly to present to the
authorities the wider interests of society, and not. to impose their will on
the university. The universities in turn shovld continually earn and
deserve their autonomy by discharging their intellectual and public obl;-
gations effectively.
.~ The Kethari Commission makes some far-reaching recommendations
in regard to the appointment of Vice-Chancellors, two of which are very
relevant to Ceylon, viz. (1) The choice of the V.C. should be left to the
University concerned. [he members of the Selection Committee should
be known for their eminence and integrity, There should be no objection
to one of them being connected with the University. (2) The V.C. should
as a rule be a distinguished educationist or eminent scholar with adequate
administrative experience-

The Royal Commission of Inguiries should go deep into the problems
of higher education in Ceylon, including the problems of Youth. Its task

as been made somewhat easier by the Commissions that preceded it,
whose Reports were pigeon-holed without any scruple of consciencel  To
mention it 15 not to belittle the labours thatlie ahead nor to draw a red
herring across its track, but to prevail upon the powers that be to act on
its recommendations. y N ‘

C. P, Vairamuttu

HOW GREEN IS VISVAMADU?

(By. A Special Correspondent)

Revolutions are traditionally associated with red. But the food drivel is
supposed to have triggéred off a ‘green revolution’. I do not know whether
the green revolution has occurred at the Visvamadu Educated Youth S_che:-r'ne ‘
though green is certainly the predominant colour there now, after the rains.
But after chatiing to the young colonists Isoor learnt that their minds are
certainly not entertaining any green thoughts these days.

The Visvamadu Educated
Youth Scheme ‘was started in
1966 with the dual purpose
of accelerating the production
of subsidiary food crops (chil-
lies'in ‘this case) and of at-
tracting educated youth; back
to the land. Today there are
159 youths settled under the
scheme, most of them S.S.C.
qualified and the majority of
them bachelors.

The first batch of colonists
to arrive there had, with Gov-
ernment assistance, to clear
the jungle. Today plantain
groves and the jungle face
each other, ‘Apart from chil-
lies, the colonists also culti-
vate vegetables on their 3 acre
allotments and rear poultry.
The average monthly income,
they told me, isaboutRas. 150/-.

I dropped in at allotment

No. 118 belonging to: Govi:

Raj S. N, Srikanthan, to have
a look round. The plot is
certainly a show-piece. The
temporary hut in which he
lives is surrounded by neat
rows of plantain trees. Inter-
spersed are coconnt seedlings
and mango trees. Murunga
trees have been planted along
the boundary fences. He told
methathe growsvegetables like-
brinjals and bandakka during
theseason, as also king yams.
Srikanthan who hails from
Atchuvely, had joined the
Young Farmers® Club in his
village long before he came to
Visvamadu, 8o he hadn’t
much difficuity adjusting hims
self to the conditions at Vis-
vamadu., He seems .to have
done well enough: he owns a
tractor and has already laid
the foundation for a house
which he estimates will cost
about Rs, 18,000 the Govern-
ment will contribute Rs.1,000/-.

But even Srikanthan has-

his grievances. He states that
in 1967 his gross income from
chillies and plantains was
Rs. 20,000/-. 1In 1968-69, his

Cooperation—The Only
Effective Weapon

In schemes like this, the Co-
operative Movement is the
only answer to your problems,
Itisyour only effective weapon.

This is what Mr. 8. Can-
diah, Honorary Secretary,
NDCF, told the members of
the Visvamadukulam Educat-
ed Youth Scheme ata semipar.
He advised them to apply the
principles of Cooperation to
their daily life.

Mr. V. 8. Ramanathan HQI
who presided said that a sem-

inar was an opportunity for

them to discuss their problems

‘and find solutions.

income had dropped to Rs,
10,000/-, chiefly because 6,000
out of the 9,000 chilli planta
had been damaged owing to
his plov getting water-logged.
He feels thai as time goes on,
his income will get less and
less as water-logging will dam-
age the chilli plants. When
the Prime Minister recently
visited Visvamadu, Srikanthan
presented a memorandum to
him, wherein he pointed out

that his alloiment was unsuit-

able for chilli cultivation as
even a rainall of 1.6" in May
1968 had damaged the crop.
He states that he has carried
out all the suggestions made
by departmental experts but
withont guccess. *“Give me a
more suitable plot™ is his plea.
He has stated in his memoran-
dum that if he is given 2 more
suitable plot, he is prepared
to give back the present allot-
ment to the Government with-
out claiming any compensa-
tion for the labour and the
expense that have gone into
the improvemeni of this allot-
ment,

Srikanthan's plea for a
better 2llotment was echoed
by the other colonists.
contend that originally the
scheme was earmarked for
paddy cultivation and that
65% of the allotments  get
water-logged. There is some
dispute about this figure as
officials don’t accept it. Any-
way this year's production
figures show that only one

They

colonist had obiained a yield
of over 84 cwts. of chillies and
7 had a yield of over 41 cwis.
The balance had to be contcnt
with a yield of between 5 1o
10 cwis. This year Rs. 193,-
600/- was given out 'as agris
cultural loans. Only Rs, 66,=
000/- has been repaid' so far:
extensions have been given.
The youths emphasise that
theirs are real grievances. They
dismiss the charge that some
of them are leftist agitators,
as an attempt to draw a red

‘herring across the trail.

They are rather sceptical of
the drainage channels that the
aufhorities propose 1o comn=
struct to prevent water-log-
ging. Instead of = wasting
money on this idea, they say,
give us alternate highland
plots.

‘The colonists are also des=
manding that the Crop Insurs
ance Scheme be extended to
cover chillies. They want the
GPs3 prices for chillies upped,
as well as subsidised fertiliser.

Their other demands centre
round such things as better
roads and the provision of
medical facilities: they want
an apothecary 1o visit the
scheme once a week.

Talking to them, I got the
impression that the hard core
of the colonists is determined
to stick and make a success
of it—whatever the odds. The
display of that kind of fighting
spirit is certainly half’ the
battle won.

N. Selladurai

N. Balaganeshan sl
N. Ponnampalam il
S, Ariyarajah

Instalments received ..

P, Nadarasa
K. Nitsingam

- e

1119, Beach Road,
Jaffna, 26-11-69.

MATHIBALASINGHAM
MEMORIAL BUILDING FUND

TERGET-ONE LAKE
Total Amount Subscribed on 26-11-69 Rs. 17,250-00

Total Amount received by Treasurer up to 26-11-69

Paid up balance B/F as on 10-7-69 o
Amount received from 10-7-69—26-11-69;—

The Jaffna Coop Textile Societies Union
N.P. Coop Printing & Publishing Society 100-00

N. Pors’ Tally Clerks-éoop Society

Names of those who have completed their payments:—

onations may be sent to the
‘Hony. Treasurer’,
*Mathibalasingham Memorial Building Fund®,

Rs. 7,195-00

Rs. 6,511-00

e 10-00
75-00

2k 50-00
7l 50-00
i 10:00
325-00
e 64-00 684-00
Total 7,195-00
.. RS. 10‘00
A 10-00

K. Paramothayan,
Hony. Treasurer.
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Agricultural Problems |
In The Jaffna District

This country imported a large amount of subsidiary food-
stuffs which could be produced in this country without diffis
culty. The import of the main susidiary foodstuffs during
1964 were as follows :—

Chillies (dry) 425,383 cwis.

Red Onions £ ST RS

Bombay Onions. . 1,244,311,

Rs. 46,470,854/~
Rs. 2,822,228/
Rs. 22,983,868/

Potatoes .o 1,471,458 ,, .. Rs, 25,467,780/-
Creen Gram 200,936, ,, -« Rs: 6,718,796/~
Maize 70,731 .« Rs. 1,495,634/~

The objectives of the plan are to make thie country self
sufficient in these subsidiary foed stuffs by a phased programme
of intensive cultivation. It is in this sphere that this District
can play  a significant parf. . xcept in .laffqa and Vavuniya
where lift irrigation methods are utilised, cultivation of chillies
in other Districts is rainfed and is cultivated in chenas and
home gardens. Lhe diversification of cultivation during the
Yala season in special project areas should enable the cultiva-
tion of chillies on a planned basis. Chillies arc now being
cultivated in Youth Settlement schemes and in lift irrigation
schemes where highlands are brought under cultivation of sub-
sidiary food crops during the Yala season. The following ex-
tents have been brought under chillies during the lasi four
years in this District:—

Year Production (cwts) Acreage
196667 3,192 1,891
1967-68 20,600 3,432
196° -69 23,331 3,333
1969-70 (target) 20,560 3,505

Jafina is famous for its red onions. It produces 10 months
requirements of the Island. The guaranteed price for red
onions is fixed on a staggered basis in order to enmcourage cul-
tivators both to siagger the cultivation as well as to store and
sell to Government during periods when there i no crop.

January 34.72 per cwt.
February co 3136 ,,
March 28761 TR
April R R00 (s
May & June BuplEadodh Uy o
July g e A0 o s
August DTG ST
September 24 e IR RS
October el ey R
November & December ..  34.72

= £1]
The cultivation of onions during the last four years had
. been extended from year to year during the two cultivation
5easons:—

by J. M. SABARATNAM, B. A. (Lond)
Addl. Govt. Agent, Jaffna

G.P.S. Purchase

Season Acreage Production

Maha 66-67 2,839 241,000 cwts. 202,584 cwis.
Maha 67-63 3,604 252,280 ,, 184,005 ,,
Maba 68-69 3,594% 323,505 s 223,584 ,,
Yala 67 3.019 229,440 ,, 197,009 ,,
Yala 68 34371 310,000 ., 211,418 ,,
Yala 69 3,519 | 281,520 ,, 227,439
Potatoes:

Potatoes were in the past mainly cultivated in the hiil
country especially in the Nuwara Eliya District and the Badulla
District. In 1964-65 action was taken to cultivate potatoes in
the Jaffna District for the first time and 15 acres were planted.
In 1965-66, 70 acres were planted and about 3,500 cwts. were
purchased under the G.P.S, In 1966-67, 129 acres were plant=
ed and 7,980 cwts. were purchased. The ban on the import of
potatoes coupled with the removal of price control gave a tre-
mendous fillip to potato cultivation throughout the country.
Potato retail prices went up to Re. i/-to 1-20 per pound and
large extents which were pnormally cultivated with tobacco were
switched over to potatoicultivation,

Year Extent cultivated (ac) Production (cwis)
67-68 489 46,944 cwis.
68-69 1,296% 155,520 ,,
Target 69-70 1,300 156,000 ,,

Groundnuts and Green Gram:

Steps are being taken to increase the extent under ground
auts and green gram both in the Peninsula and in the Main-
land. Propaganda is being carricd out especially in Colonisa-
sion schemes to bring large extents of the highland under cul-
tivation. It was however not possible to implement this during
1968-69 due to the failure of the North East Monsoon and the
impossibility of a Yala cultivation. The target for 69-70 is as

follows :— ,
Groundnuts Total Production
Maha 435 acres Yala 667 acres 1,102 ac. 8,894 cwis,
Green Gram & Black Gram ;
Maha 216 acres Yala 864 acres 1,080 ac. 1,444 cwis,

The targets for cultivation of Sorghum and Yams in the
District for 1969-70 are as follows :—
Sorghum— 17 acres Production 340 cwts.
Yams — 635 acres Production 4,875 tons

 Youth Schemes and Cultivation of Subsidiary food crops:

The Ministry is taking action to expand the cultivation of
subsidiary food crops not only on the present garden lands
available in this District but also on new lands which are being

Some Development Possibilities
In Northern Ceylon

(Continued from our last issue)
Lime Juice & Lime Oil
Manufacture

In Ceylon there are very few
units engaged in the extraction
of juices from lime. At pre-
sent lime oil is not manufac-
tured in Ceylon though there
is a great demand. The main
problem would be to obtain
the concentrating plant which
is very expensive, There:1s
possibility of manufacturing
lime pickle as a by-product.

Local demand for lime oil
would ceme from bakeries,
confectionery and soft drink
manuafacturers.  This could
also find export marKets as

“well.

There are four methods of
manufacturing lime oil. They
are by pressure and centrifugal
separation, by steam distilla-
tion by removing the outer
portion of the rinds by grat-
ing or shaving and pressing
of the resulting rind and final-
ly by extraction. The ‘total
investment for this project
will work out to about Rs, 3.5
lakhs.

Palmyrah Fibre, Brushes
and Toddy -

The palmyrah is nature’s
most invaluable 'gift to you.
In terms of environment it is
one of the most suited and
guccessful crops and at the

fresh fruits by air to Middle
East and Europe. Where there
are surpluses you could can
the mangoes as slices and ex-
port to world markets. © In a
ganning project you need to
import such ingredients like
pectin, sugar and preserva-
tives. Sauces, chutnevs and
fruit juices making can be side-
lines that can be started along
with this project.

Demand Oriented Industries
Ice Manufacturing Project

Development of the fishing
industry with the aid of im-
proved and moderp techniques
reveals that there would
be better prospects for a few
more icé plants in the North-
ern Districts of Ceylon. Af
present, ' the main problem
facing the fishermen is the
availability of ice, as they are
inclined to sell here fiesh fish
instead of converting to dry
fish. Since, we are 1n a tem-
perate zone more ice is needed
for preserving fish. The pro-
duction of ice in Ceylon in the
past two years was only 158
tons per day whilst the de-
mand is estimated to be 500
tons per day. Only a portion
of this demand is being met
now, by =a few large and
many small manufacturers. Be-
sides, the demand for soft
drinks results in arapid in-
crease in the role of consump-

by B. M. Arviya Bbeysinghe

same time an equally versatile
and valuable crop. Every
available gspace in your arcas
should be cultivated with this
crop-

There are multitudinal ia-
dustrial possibilities from pal-
myrah. The palmyrah fibre
can be exported in large quan-
tities for brush manufaciure.
Recently when I was in Ugan-
da, a certain importer of Pal-
myrah in Uganda, wanted
30.000—50,000 kilos of pal-
myrah fibre from Ceylon. If
you do not want to export you

could produce fine brushes of :

various varieties by using the
fibre. You can also make
furniture out of the palmyrah
timber similar to what is being
done with coconut timber in
the other areas of Ceylon.
There is also the possibility of
bottling palmyrah toddy ona
commercial footing. The pow-
der from the palmyrah Kel-
angu could be used for various
purposes. You could powder
and pack them in polythene
and sell in the open market.
Cake makers, makers of string
hoppers, pitius etc. wouid buy
this new product if they are
hygenically produced and mar-
keted.

Mango Canning and
Preservation
Jaffna mangoes are known
for their quality and taste.

This should find a very good
export market if exported as

tion of ice. What you really
need to manufacture ice is
water, calcium chloride and
potassium dichromate. Cul-
civin chioride and- potassium
dichromate have to be import-
ed in small quantities.

Saree Printing Project

The availability of wveile
cloth, shirting and other cloths
locally makes this project fea-
sible:  Local demand for
printed sarees is nationwide.
The fashion today is for wo-
men to wear printed sarees.
Further the local demand
tends to be high because of
the import restrictions and
this demand is likely to grow
due to increasing trend in
population. As to the income
levels, the demand for these
items would be greater in the
higher income brackers. Hence,
the purchasers are likely to be
more selective about the pat-
terns and designs and the suec-
cess of marketing would de-
pend on the artistic skills of
yarn producers.

I have all this time indi-
cated to you some industrial
possibilities in your areas for
vou to think and act fast.
Your efforts should be con-
centrated on keeping your
younger generation occupied
using your: own resgurces 8o
that your areas develop faster.
The cooperative movement 1
believe is the best organiza-
tion to achieve this end.

T R S A B R A T T e e e S

alienated to Youths in Youth Settlement schemes which are
being implemented in this District.

The cultivation of subsidiary food crops should give dou-
ble the income which a person can get under paddy cultiva-

tion.
culivators,

It, however, needs intensive and close attention by the
2 acres under subgidiary food crops should give

each youth an income of Rs. 3,000/- for a year.
The implementation of these schemes would not only help

the country in the saving of foreign exchange, but will also
solve to some extent the problem of unemployment among
educated youths in this District.

{ To be Continued)

Cooperation
A Mental Attitude

Cooperation is essentially a
mental attitude: mererules and
ordinances can’t bring it about,
stated Mr, K. Nadarajah, M.A,,
B.O.L., President, Kaddaivelli
MPCS Unpion, inaugurating
the Union’s seminar at Sacred
Heart College, Karaveddy.

He went on to say that there
isn’t enough understanding of
Cooperation ; that is why se-
minars are essential. Under-
lining the paradox of tremend-
ous scientific' growth coupled
with the prevalence of supers-
tition and poverty, he said
this situation led to frustra«
tion and restlessness. The
spirit of rivalry has increasd
everywhere, he pointed out,
and it was this that was ham-
pering the progress of the
Movement. He stressed that
Cooperation is even higher
than a "yogam’ and it demand-
ed a spirit of self-sacrifice:
unless this spirit prevailed,
Cooperation could not pro=
gress.

Mzr. R. Rajaratnam, Presi-
dent NDCF, deplored the ten-
dency of Northern Coopera-
tors to rest on their laurels:
this has led to stagnation.
Stressing that the Movement

must not depend on the Gov~ .,m
o

ernment for everything, he
said we should learn to be
self-reliant and independent.
He emphasised the need for
the continued existence of Co-
operative Banks.  Without
them, he said,  the Movement
would have to depend on out-
side finances and could there-
fore be crippled. He urged
cooperators to campaign vig-
orously to persuade everyone
to deposit his Savingsin the
Cooperative Bank: it is only
then, he said, the Movement
can progress.

Education is essential for
mankind, but for cooperators
it is a life necessity, said Mr.
T. Murugesu, HQI (Develop-
ment). Therefore, he pointed
out, the highest priority should
be given to Cooperative Edu-
cation, especially at this junc-
ture ; that is why seminars are
very essential. He pointed
out that, apart from the lack
of integrity, it is ignorance
which leads to troubles and
disputes in societies.

Save,

Members Told

Speaking at the 26th Annual
General Meeting of the Araly
North and West MPCS, Mr.
R. <C. S. Cooke, Vice-Presis
dent NDCF, advised the mem-
bers to save for the future:
the savings they put by now
would help them to meet any
eventuality later, he said. He
suggested that general meet-
ings be held frequently so that
members would be thoroughly
famijliar with the Society’s
workings. He also advised
them to hold their annual
general meetingsin such a way
that members’ children too
could participate and be drawn
into the Movement.

Mr. S. Visuvanathar pre=
sided.

The Audited Statement of
Accounts shows that the Socie~
ty has made a net profit of
Rs. 1,653/25 for the period
1-1-68-—27-12-68.

The Society has a member-

ship of 377 and a coupon
strength of 2,660,

"

¥
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{ Continued from our last Issue)

My readers must be
made aware at this stage
of the comments made
by the team about the hydro-
survey work the team is pre-
sently undertaking in the tiny
island of Eluvaitiva: “In the
absence of any Survey Dept.
bench works, an estimated
datum was presumed to be the
mean sea level and the survey

has been done on this assumed

figure. A correction had been
made later and some of the
plans had been drawn to the
new datum. It is however
found that even the corrected
figure of the datum level is
somewhat out as the well
water levels calculated on that
basis all work out to be nega-
tive values i.e. below the sea
level, which can never be so.
A more accurate datum has
to be established early and all
figures amended to one com-
mon datum.” From what has
been quoted above is the
team’s own admission of a
pre.conceived idea firmly in-
grained in its mind i.e. the
impossibility for any well with
its top water surface lying
below the m.s.l. datum to
have any fresh waters within
it. Now in all matters of
scientific research or investi-
gations, it must always be a

case of some decisions being’

arrived at by coordinating and
correlating all the available
data and statistics, but here
apparently seems to be taking
place the reverse process of
the data being made-to-mea-
sure, so to say, as to tally with
an opinion already fixed firmly
in one’s mind! Or else why

1966 and 1967 enables us to
compute the increase in ground
storage, above the mean sea
level, as a result of rainfall
recharge each year. The re-
charge to ground  storage as a
result of Octoberto December
1967 rainfall was 177,000 ac.
fi. But by September 1968
the ground storage as comput-
¢d from the graph drawn had
dropped downto 24,000 ac. fr.
after the annual estimated
draw off of 40,000 ac. ft. had
taken place. This indicates
that a large amount of 177,000
less 24,000 less 40,000 i.e.
113,000 ac. ft. of water had
been just flowing into the sea.

Bulk of this flow out would -

have happened during the
months of January, February
and Mareh 1968 by innumera-
ble spring flows both above
and below the ground surface.
The recharge due to the April
—May 1968 showers and Octo-
ber— December 1968 monsoon
rains brings the storage up to
94,000 ac. ft. at the ena of
1968, Well irrigated activities
in the Peninsula during 1969
should therefore not exceed
the extents and irrigation
practices adopted during the
dry season of 196&, if the
ground water shortage is to be
avoided. Consequence would
be increased salinity infiltra-
tion". Now going through the
team’s version of the colossal
volume of 113,000 ac. ft. of
recharged waters just flowing
out into the sea certainly re-
minds one of the adage that
some can be fooled at all
times, all can be fooled some-
‘times, but all cannot be fooled
all the time. At least I cannot

By €. P. Yairamuttu, B.Sc.

this repeated changes in the
estimates of the m.s.l. datum
at Eluvaitiva ?

Golden Silence

. Does the'team want usall
t1o be lulled into a false sense
of belief that no well in the
Miocene limestone belts of
our Peninsula whose water
surface lie below the m.s.l. da-
tum can have fresh waters
within? In appendix II—
sheet II of the team’s booklet ii-
selfis given a short list of wells
containing potable waters,
even though their water sur-
faces are found to lie below
the m,s.l. datum. Of special
interest is well No. 214 whose
location is hardly a stone’s
throw inland from the north-
ern shores. Besides its surface
waters lying below the m.s.l.
.datum all the year round, its
waters at the same is the envy
of all the other 400 odd wells
under observation, because
quite surprisingly it contains
the least quantity of chloride
.contents of them all. Isita
case of silence being golden
on the part of the team about
the existence of the above
mentioned wells, or perhaps
does the team think that the
gurveyors had made some
blunders in theircalculations ?
Hence judging from all the
facts given above, are there
sufficient grounds on which to
be told that only the quantum
of waters lying enclosed above
the m.s.l. datum is available
for the annual draw offs etc ?
Now again in this connection
let me come to the figures as
presented by the team for con-

. sumption bythe public: “'The '

behaviour of the ground water

:table during the years 1965,

be fooled into believing it to
be so, I have no hesitation in
saying, Can the team please
take me or anybody else around
our Peninsula’s coasts between
January and March of any
year and show even a single
spring flow which emits the
recharged waters into the sea ?
The only spring as far asl
know is the one which lies
about a quarter mileaway east
of the renowned Keerimalai
tank along the coast, This
spring must certainly be left
out of the reckoning because
any one who sees it in action
would agree that it comes to
life following any laeavy rain-
fall waters seepir.g into the
solution caverns of the fairly
extensive elevated/ outcrops of
hard coralline limestones loc-
ated alongside. I doubs very
much if the team can come
across any other of the numer-
ous spring flows it speaks of
with great conviction. Per-
haps the teara would now try
to take cover under the illu-
sion that the spring outlets
they speak of are all below the
sea level and hence invisible
to the naked eye. But even
this theory has to be ruled out
because in the event of any
spring outlet being located be-
low the sea level orin what
may be termed anywhere along
the continental slopes, then
surely it would only end in the
(reverse process of the sea wat-
,ers under higher pressure for-
icing their way through these
spring outlets and blocking

" the outflow of the subterrane-

an fresh waters into the sea.
This is exactly what is happen-
ing inside the Puttur tidal
well. Now again the technical
team wants us all to believe

what it says about the rising
upwards of the interface during
the dry seasons, following the
annual depletion of waters for
irrigation purposes. If that be
so, then why cannot it be a
case of the annually recharged
rain waters pressing down the
uprisen interface to its former
or even greater depths, instead
of the rather fabulous theory
of such astronomical figures
as 113,000 ac. ft. of ground
waters simply flowing outinto
theseas? Or does this team
want us to beliesve that there
is a certain limit beyond which
recharged rain waters canpot
be stored underground ? Well
then, let me now come to the
40,000 ac. [t. of waters drawn
out annually for irrigation and
other purposes, and which
figure is written off by the
team in the water balance cal-
culations as a. total drain in
our aquifer strataunderground.
Now on the other hand, say
if 40,000 ac. ft. of waters fall
down on the surface as rains,
then the team wants us to take
it that at least 10,000 ac. ft. of
it gets recharged underground,
but when the 40,000 ac. f1. of
waters are spread on the sur-
face for irrigation purposes
then the team wants us to be-
lieve that not even one ac. ft.
of it gets recharged under-
ground. Surely the plea that
all these irrigated waters get
completely absorbed by the
plants under cultivation in ad-
dition to being evaporated can
never hold good I am sure,
The reason why I am bringing
all these arguments is merely
to convince my readers that
the technical team’s estimates
of the annually recurring water
balance is more of the hypo-
thetical than the actual figures
one should really expect.

Autopsy

Finally let me now hold an
autopsy on the team’s pet
theory of salinity intrusions
‘laterally as well as vertically
upwards. Excessive draw off
of the ground waters would
automatically resuly in the up-
thrust en bloc of the lower
lying saline waters into our
Peninsula’s wells, isthe team’s
profound verdict. Even before
the present hydro-survey work
got started was the alarm
raised by our Irrigation engi-
neers of the excessive annual
draw off of our ground waters
by our present day farmers
using modern  fast-lifting
pumps etc. Statistics recently
collected reveal that out of
260,000 acres that form the
Peninsula, over 60% of it is
occupied as residences and
home gardens; about 34,00
acres or 13% are cultivated
with subsidiary food and other
crops; paddy is cultivated in
32,000 acres or 123% ; the in-
ternal lagoons take up about
10% whilst the balance 43%
form waste lands. Now again
of the estimated 84,000 wells
in the Peninsula, 66,000 are
domestic wells where water is
drawn for domestic purposes
only and the balance 18,000
are farm or agricultural wells.
According to the well inten-
sity map prepared, the inten-
sity of agricultural wells is ex-
tremely high in the red soil
farmland regions and as such
these are the areas of the hea-
viest draw off of the ground
waters during the drought
months of every year. But
strangely enough and also
quite contrary to the expecta-
tions of the techmical team,
these red soil belts are also

found to be devoid of any ver-
tical salinity intrusions what=
soever all the year round. In
this context what I am rather
keen to know is as to whether
it was this unexpected con-
frontation that led the team
sometime to issue several
printed appeals to the public
through all the Revenue Offi-
cers and Gramasevakas,
make frantic efforts to collect
as many wells as possible which
in the owner’s opinion had
turned saline since lately. Well
then in para 26 is the very im-
portant question tho team it-
self poses. “If the extent of
cultivation with vegetables and
subsidiary food crops which
require lift irrigation is only
13%, how then could this small
extent of 13% by any excessive
draw offs cause the sea water
interface to rise up”? Now
discreetly leaving the question
unanswered, the team a liftle
later gives its salipity intru-
sion theory the much needed
morale on the following make-
belief lines: “In the saline
areas of about 12,400 acres in
the Peninsula, the estimated
draw off of waters is 6,350 ac.
ft. or about half an ac. ft. per

acre, as compared to the one-

gixth an ac. ft. per acre in the
red soil belts. It becomes evi-
dent then that these saline
areas indicate a certain degree
of over-extraction”, If Iam
not mistaken I think here is
another glaring instance of the
technical team trying to create

data so as o tally with a pre-

conceived opinion already
taken root in the mind ! What
I am rather keen to know is a8
to how any over-extractions
can at all take place in the
saline belts where there are no
farms or even home-gardens
totend ? The saline areas the
team speaks of are the wasie
lands of the Peninsula where
there is practically no cultiva-
tion whatsoever. So the team
surely cannot expect everybody
to be lulled into a false sense
of belief by its high sounding
phrases or jugglery of figures,
or any non-existent facts.

Volumetric Concentration

Before concluding my pre-
sent memo, it is mecessary to
introspect into the minds of

our team and find outas to

why it stands steadfast by its
decision that there is a recur-
ring insurge of the uprising
salt waters into our wells dur-
ing the dry season of every
year. Of course it is not with-
out any reasons that the team
had been led to take this view.
Now it is admitted that with
increasing depths olr ground
waters algo exhibit increasing
degrees of chloride contents
within. Accordingly in the
case of each well, its bottom
waters natarally contain a lit-

and '
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tle more chloride contents than-
its own top surface water at
any ‘one time. Now again
depending on the zones where
the wells are located, the de-
gree of salinity of the bottom
waters of each well also varies.
In fact no two wells in any
parts of the Peninsula are
found to have the same chlor-
ide contents in their bottom
waters at any one mmoment.
But in spite of all these diver-
sities one common feature
noticeable is that there are
some wells in some zones—
not all the wells nor all the
zones—which exhibit more
chloride contents in their bot-
tom waters during the dry
months than during the wet
months. This phenomenon
had naturally offered the much
needed support to the technic-
al team that any excessive
draw off of the potable waters
was bound to result in the
vertical upthrust of the lower
lying saline waters into the
wells, somewhat in the same
way as the vertical distribution
of salinity exhibited by the
waters of the Puttur tidal well.
But in view of all the different
issues raised by me in this
memo, the general improye-
ment in the quality of some
well waters at all levels during
and after each wet season and
by deterioration of quality
during the dry periods, can
never at all be attributed to
any vertical distribution of
salinity as envisaged by our
technical men but must cer-
tainly be due to a principle in
quantitative or  velumetric
chemistry as it is called. Now
geochemists have shown that
the chloride contents in the
sea waters at any one place
during the. dry seasons is
much more than the amotunt
contained within it during the
wet seasons. This is solely
due to the increased volume
of fresh waters emptied into
the oceans by the swollen riv-
ers etc. during the wet months
and the greatly reduced quan-
tity of waters falling into the
oceans during the dry months.
Exactly in the same way, with
the increase in the volume of
waters ina well during the
wet months there is bound to
be an improvement inthe qua-~
lity of its waters at all levels,
and with the volume of waters
in the same well considerably
reduced during the dry months
is it any wonder to expecta
deterioration in the quality of
waters at all levels? Soitis
now left to my readers to
judge for themselves as to
whether the volumetric con-
centration theory put forward
by me or the vertical salinity
upthrust theory as advocated
by the technical team is the
more appropriate as well as
the more feasible one of the
two.

Address 1

Retail Shop at1

JAFFNA M.P.C.J, UNION LTD,

Largest Wholesale Cooperative Establishment in the North,
Authorised distributors for

CEYLON STATE HARDWARE CORPORATION

also dealers in Textiles, Cement, Milk-foods, Grocerics,
Oilmanstores & Ceramics and all goods distributed by the

COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMF ~Y

74/3, Hospital Road, Jaffns

15/1, Power House Road, isfina,
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Cooperation Is Not M;erely-_ Buying
And Selling Goods

Cooperation does not mean
merely buying and selling
goods. It is a way of life
which pervades every sphere
of activity, stated Mr. S. Aru-
nasalam, DRO, declaring open
the annual seminar of the Pal-
lai MPCS Union. He pointed
out that a seminar was a forum
where they could thrash out
their problems and find solu-
tions for them.

Mr. P, Selvaretnam, Admin-
istrative Secretary, NDCF,
pointed out thar all over the
world, whatever the form of
government, the ooperative
Movement was given a special
place in the national economy,
sin¢e’its basic principles were
self-help and mutual help.
Tracing the history of the Co-
operative Movement in Cey-
Jon, he said that before credit
societies were registered, mem-
bers were taught the by-laws,
But this rule was not adhered
to in the case of multipurpose
gocieties, As a result of ignor-
ance about cooperative princi-
ples and practices, troubles

were cropping up in coopera-
tives. This situation could
only be remedied if members
were taught their rights and
duties and made aware of their
obligations: only then could
socicties be run effectively.
That is why, he said, seminars
are valuable. He advised them
to hold frequent general meet-
ings and educate the members:
only that way lies progress,
he emphasised. '

Mr. T. Kandaswamy ACCD
Jafina South (Development)
said that though the Coopera-
tive Movement in Ceylon was
60 years old, it had not made
sufficient progress. 1he chief
reason for this was that many
cooperators did not have a
proper understanding of Co-
operation. If, he emphasised,
we are to get the full benefits
of the Movement, every mems-
ber must be aware of the prin-
ciples and practices of Coop-
eration and act accordingly,
Only if cooperators are know-
ledgeable about Cooperation,
he pointed out, can coopera-

The Man-Maker of Jaffna

The early part of this cen-
tury—the first shree or four
decades—may well be describ-
ed as the golden age of Mis-
sionary education in Jaffna.
Fr. Chas, S. Matthews who
became Rector of St. Patrick’s
College in 1906 and his
contemporaries Rev. Jacob
Thompson of St, John's, Rev.
W.M.,P. Wilkes of Jaffna Cen-
tral, and Rev, John Bicknell
of Jaffna College, Vaddukod-
dai were giants in the field of
education in Jaffna, who vied
with one another in setting up
the best public school tradi-
tions in the Secondary schools
of this country. Fr. Matthews
as Rector of St. Patrick’s was
in the first instance a great
Migsionary personality. His
radiant face and religious life
was infectious and captured
the hearts of a number of
young students who were
drawn towards him and ulti-
mately joined the Christian
ministry.

He was one of the strong
school heads of the time. He
enforced 4 high standard of
academic teaching., At a time
when it was diflicult to get
qualified teachers, Fr. Mat-
thews harnessed into service
priests and laymen with zzal
and aptitude for teaching and
maintained a competilive stan=
dard of academic efficiency.
Fr. Matthews lost no oppor-
tunity in enriching the staff
with graduates. Distingunished
teachers like the late V. Sara-
vanumuttu, M.A,, M.bc., Pun-
dit 8. Mylvaganam, B.Sc. (the
later Swami Vipulananda)
were among those who did
pioneer work in building up
the Science section. From the
time Fr. Matthews assumed
' Rectorship, St. Patrick’s held
a pre-eminent position in the
field of sports, in Athletics,
in Cricket and Soccer. They
carried away trophies and
championshipsininter-collegis
ate competitions. g

Fr. Mathews was known in
Jaffna as a Rector of stern
discipline. “‘St. Patrick’s for
discipline” was the slogan
which made many a Hindu
parent of the wealthy and
elite class to send their children
to this Roman Catholic school.
Character training and good
habits were stressed at every

turn both in the class-room
and outside. It is therefore
no wonder that some of the
old boys of St. Patrick’s, who
took to the professions and to
employment in Government
and Mercantile fields of ad-
ministration, rose to eminent
positions and were regarded
as men of all-Ceylon fame,

As Rector and priest Fr.
Matthews soon became aware
of the social inequalities and
disabilities to which a large
gection of the backward com-
munities including the depres-
sed classes have been subject-
ed to. In this matter it might
be well said :

“FEvery burning word he

spoke

Was full of rage and full of
grief.”’

In the school and in the

hostel he enforced absolute
equality and equal opportuni-
ties for all pupils irrespective
of caste and social position.
He actively helped financially
and otherwise students of
backward communities o
educate themselves and find
better employment, He pub-
licly supported the backward
classes uplift movement and
gave evidence before the
Donoughmore Commission.
He had a soft corner for
his employees and their social
welfare. Long before the
State evolved salary and pen-
sion schemes, Fr. Mathews
provided a pension scheme
for retired teachers. In times
of sickness or distress he
would always give a helping
hand. His old teachers and
old boys have remembered
him as & kindly friend and
guide. A person of his stature
and charity is bound to live
for ever in the hearts of pos-
terity. A.E, T.

tives attain their objectives.
Since cooperative knowledge
is the essential foundation for
efficiency and success, semin-
ars are very useful for mem-
bers. He pointed out that
seminars are occasions where
doubts are cleared up and cer-
tain ideas are fixed in the
minds of the participants.

Mr. R. Rajaratpam, Pregi-
dent NDCF, suggested that
the cooperatives in the area
should cxplore ways of start-
ing new ventures. For instance,
there was a good export mar-
ket for palmyrah fibre. He
deplored the neglect of our
natural resources: if we ex-
ploited them and siarted new
industries, we could provide
employment and increase our
income, He emphasised that
cooperatives belong to mem-
bers and are not government
agencies. He pointed out that
seminars will help members
to run their societies properly.
F.e appealed to them to build
up their Savings and deposit
it in the Cooperative Bank.

37th AGM

The 37th Annual General
Meeting oftheVadduMoonram
Panai Cooperative Credit So-
ciety was held on December
1st.

The Audited Statement of
Accounts for the period 1-7-
68—30-6-69 shows that the
Society has made a net profit
of Rs. 947/73 cts. Its Reserve
Fund stands as Rs. 9,333/44
and Savings Deposits tot up
to Rs, 29,290/03. it has lent
out Rs. 30,645/70 to its mem-
bers, including one medinm-
term loan.

The Report states that for
the last 16 years, not one
member defaulted in repaying
loans : they have been repaid
within the stipulated period.

Advisory Committee
Appointed

Mr. M. D. Banda, Minist er
of Agriculture and Food has
appointed & seven-man com-
mittee headed by Mr. W. Pa-
thirana, Commissioner for Co=
operative Development to ad-
vise him on the implementa-
tion of the recommendations
made by the Royal Commis-
sion on the Cooperative Move-
ment in Ceylon. The other
members of the Committee
are: Mr. M. S. Perera, Direc-
tor of Agriculture, Mr, S, B,
Senanayake, Commissioner of
Agrarian Services, Mr. K, B,
Dissanayake, Marketing Com-
missioner, Mr. H. S. Wana-
singhe, a former CCD, Mr. R,
B. Rajaguru, Deputy CCD and
Mr. T. D. L. Peiris, Deputy
CCD,

Phone1 8.

SOUTH YALPANAM MPCS UNION LTD.,
KILINOCHCHI.

We supply Provisions, Textiles, Agriculture requisites and
* Building materials.
Agents for1 Messrs. Shell Company of Ceylon Ltd., Ceylon
Nutritional Foods Ltd., B.C.C. Ltd., Elephant Brand
Asbestos and Ceylon Petroleum Corporation.

T’gram : “Yarionfon®,

Speaking at the Annual
General Meeting of the Moolai
East Cooperative Credit So-~
ciety, Mr. V. Canagasabai A
CCD paid a tribute to the
members and said he was very
pleased to find that thHey were
taking a keen interest in the
welfare of the Society and
running it according to coop-
erative ideals. Evidently, he
said, this is the resnlt of hold-
ing meetings regularly and

BERS PRAISED

being thoroughly conversant’

with the Ordinance and the
by-laws. He 'expressed his.

satisfaction atthe fact that not
one member is a defaulter..

He commended the Recurring
Deposits Scheme which would

help them in economic devel-
opment and also strengthen
the positicn of the Society.

Ho also pointed out that the

provision to grant medium-
term loans would greatly help
the members.

Kastern Province Agricultural
{ooperative Union Lid,

Kalliyankadu, Batticaloa & Karaitivu
MAIN DEALER FOR MASSEY-FERGUSON
TRACTORS & IMPLEMENTS
SALES @) SERVICE (0] SPARES

Electric & Oxygen Welding Undertaken -

T’phone :—257, Batticaloa

T’gram ;—“Service” T'phone :—10, Nintavor

For the WELFARE OF YOUR FAMILY -

&
Fer the DEVELOPMENT OF YOUR COUNTRY
SAVE in your BANK......

- THE JAFFIRA COOPERATIVE
PROVINCIAL BANK LTD,

SAVINGS DEPOSITS: f
(1) Interest at the rate of 3% is allowed from 1-11-69. |
Arrangements can be made to withdraw funds from

this Account daily.

(2) In the case of Institutions, the Rate of Interest paya- |
ble will be 4%, for the month in which there isa
minimum balance of Rs, 5,000/- or over,

(3) For Cooperative Societies the Rate of Interess payable |
will be 43%;.

FIXED DEPOSITS::
From 1-11-1969 on New Deposits the following rates of
interest will be payable : —

(1) On deposits for 12 months 4%.

(2) On deposits for 5 years and over 5%,

(3) On deposits for 10 years and over 51%.
RECURRING DEPOSITS :—Rate of Interest 6%,

Under this Scheme Deposits are received for 60 months, |
81 months and 120 months, The minimum deposit will be
Re. 1/- per month which after the end of 60 months will
eaim Rs. 70/-; after the end of 81 months, will earn Rs. 100/-
and -after the end of 120 months, will earn Rs. 163/-. o
PAWN BROKING—Pawn Broking is done at all our
Branches, [he Rute of Interest charged is 1039 and re-
payment by instalmenis is allowed, '
BRANCHES :

Jafina—Paranthan—Chunnakam

Pt. Pedro (Nelliady)—Chavakachcheri—

(Chankanai—Kayts—Vali-East (Averangal).

HEAD OFFICE :
59, MAIN STREET—JAFFNA.
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